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A Letter from Our SeniorPastor
Larry Kassebaum

“The Real Reason for Christmas”
"For God was so disappointed with the world 

that He gave His only begotten son….” 
The words above are an obvious variation 
on one of the most popular verses in the 
Bible, so I’m sure most (if not all) of you 
know that the verse above, is not an 
accurate translation of John 3:16. But maybe 
we need to hear it from a slightly different 
perspective to truly appreciate what 
happened on that first Christmas and what 
God is up to in the world today. It is true 
that God loves the world and therefore each 
of us. But saying that God loves the world 
also means that we acknowledge that God 
has a righteous anger concerning sin, 
disease, injustice, pain, suffering and death.  
In other words, God loves the world, and 
each of us, too much to leave us as we 
were/are. 
There were plenty of problems in 1st century 
Bethlehem just as there are plenty of 
problems in our world today. But we have reason 

(Continued on next page)

CHRISTMAS EVE
WORSHIP SERVICES

1, 3, 5, 7, *10PM
*communion served

CHRISTMAS DAY | 10am

ADVENT COMMUNION SERVICE
DECEMBER 2 & 16 @ 4:00PM

This month we wi l l hold two special Advent 
Communion Services that will be dedicated to 
confession and communion. We wi l l NOT be 
including communion at our weekend services in 
December. Instead, we will have three opportunities 
for Holy Communion! No reservations needed. We 
will offer Holy Communion December 2 & 16 at 4pm 
and at our 10pm Christmas Eve Worship.

http://VictoryLutheran.com
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to celebrate each Christmas because God cared 
too much to abandon the world to its fear, pride, 
anger, greed, lust and despair. God’s care, concern 
and compassion has never been more evident than 
in the gift of the Christ child. But God deliberately 
chose not to do this work alone.  
God chose a very ordinary couple by the name of 
Mary and Joseph and their contributions were both 
courageous and critical. The world doesn’t need a 
new savior. Jesus’ life, ministry, death and 
resurrection do not need to be repeated. What we 
need are more people who will do little things like 
Mary and Joseph did, so that the will of God can 
be accomplished in and through us.  
There is no doubt that we live in uncertain times. 
As we prepare for the close of 2020, those of you 
who read this article have obvious concerns about 
one or more of the following: the pandemic, the 
economy, the wisdom and role of government, 
terrorism, the environment, your own health or that 
of a loved one, strained or broken relationships, 
and many other key life issues.  
It is my hope and prayer that as you listen to the 
familiar Christmas story, sing the carols, light the 
lights and share the gifts that you remember the 
real reason for Christmas. God desires a better life 
for us, in this world and the next. Remember also 
that the story has always depended on individuals 
like Mary and Joseph who are willing to let their 
whole lives be changed for the sake of God’s work. 
You are needed! 

Grace & Peace —

MONDAY BIBLE STUDY
“RUN THE RACE”

Led by Pastor Larry Kassebaum
Starts January 4, 2021

While it’s hard to make short-term plans, let alone 
long-term plans because of the virus, Pastor 
Kassebaum is again planning to offer a winter Bible 
Study starting January 4th. The class will likely be 
shortened to an hour and run from 9:30-10:30am 
on Monday mornings. Depending on the number 
of people who would like to attend, it is likely we 
will utilize both the Worship Center and the 
Fellowship Hall for distancing. The focus of the 
class will be on passages primarily from the books 
of Romans and Hebrews. The theme of the class 
will be a comparison between successfully running 
a race and how those lessons can help us follow in 
the footsteps of the people of 
faith depicted in Hebrews 
Chapter 11.   
St. Paul says, “Do you not know 
that in a race all the runners run, 
but only one gets the prize? Run in 
such a way as to get  the  prize.” 
Not all lives end the same way even though the 
circumstances of those lives may be exactly the 
same. The difference is in how we “run the race.” 
We can learn a lot from the people who “ran 
successfully.” Hopefully, we can learn the secrets  to 
not giving up and how we can encourage others in 
their lives. 

Sign up at the Welcome Center!
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SERMON SERIES: “PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD”
Living under the shadow of a deadly virus in a world torn apart by all forms of division, we should be 
ready to focus on the “reason” God sent the Christ-Child at Christmas. Maybe we should re-phrase 
the words of John 3:16 as follows, “For God was so disappointed in the world that he sent his one 
and only son…” God’s heart was breaking before Christ’s birth and He must feel the same way about 
the world today. But He has promised not to leave the world or any of us as we are. As He made 
plans for Christs’ birth, He is also planning (right now) for His glorious return. For a glimpse of what 
God is doing now for our future we need only look back to the preparation God made for Christ’s 
birth. Here is what’s coming next:

Dec. 5/6 “Roman Security from War and Crime Were Critical”  Luke 2:1 
Dec. 12/13 “A Common Language and Religious Tolerance”  Luke 2:22-24 
Dec. 19/20 “Never Underestimate the Power of a Baby”   Luke 2:8-12 
Dec. 26/27 “When it Doesn’t Turn Out the Way You Hoped”  Acts 7:54-60
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Victory’s 2020 Annual Congregational meeting was 
held on Sunday afternoon November 15th at 1:00 
p.m. There were 56 members and 4 visitors in 
attendance. After a short devotion by Pastor 
Kassebaum and an opening hymn, those in 
attendance were treated to a video summary of 
Victory’s “Year in Review.” In spite of the impact the 
Covid-19 virus had on the congregation’s life, 
ministry and activities, there was much to celebrate. 
There were several significant action items from the 
meeting. They included the following: 
• In accordance with LCMC policy that requires 

pastoral staff serving the Association to be called 
and deployed by a local congregation, Victory 
voted to call and deploy Pastor Mike Bradley as 
the new LCMC Service Coordinator. (Pastor 
Bradley lives in Gilbert, AZ so Victory is one of the 
closest congregations to his home. There is no 
financial obligation for Victory for this call.) 

• The congregation voted to add Don Poe and Bill 
Behrens to the church council for three-year 
terms. Diane Lano was also elected to the church 
council to finish the balance of a council position 
that expires in 2021. 

• The congregation voted to give Cliff Scott and 
Merle Bauman three-year terms on the Victory 
Foundation. 

• The congregation voted to appoint Shirley 
Vosseteig, Bill Behrens, Darrell Guy, Sharon Scott 
and Jim Felten as the 2021 Nominating 
Committee. 

• The Congregation also voted to adopt a 2021 
Mission Spending Plan of $1,105,460.

2020 CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING SUMMARY

YOU CAN HAVE IT BOTH WAYS!
2020 has been a scary year. The presidential 
election may be over but we are still dealing 
with a horrible pandemic and more than a 
usual amount of financial uncertainty. But did 
you know there are ways you can make a 
significant impact on the ministry that 
happens in and through Victory without 
giving up any of your peace of mind? 
How you might ask? Wait to make your gift 
until after you don’t need it anymore. Faithful 
planning for what happens after your earthly 
life is over can literally make an eternal 
difference. Here are some common yet 
powerful tools at your fingertips. 
• Consider percentage giving. By leaving a 

portion of your estate to Victory, you ensure 
the future of the ministries here at Victory, 
but you are not giving up any assets now.  
Percentage giving is simple and flexible, 
allowing you to provide for loved ones and 
Victory. 

• You could use your will – Specify a 
percentage of your total estate left to 
Victory or leave Victory a remainder 
percentage of your estate. 

• Your retirement plan – Use part, or all, of 
your retirement plan assets to provide for 
ministry by naming Victory as a primary or 
contingent beneficiary. 

• Your life insurance policy – Designate a 
percentage of your life insurance policy to 
be transferred to Victory after your lifetime 
and/or name Victory as a primary or 
contingent beneficiary. 

Every gift matters no matter the size of your 
gift, whether 1% or 100%, you can make a 
significant difference! If you would like to 
know more about one or more of these 
options, please contact the Victory office to 
learn more. We can connect you at no charge 
to people who are both committed to ministry 
and trained in wise money management.

Mike Bradley, LCMC Service Coordinator
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9-11:30am Food Bank
12:30-2:30pm GriefShare, CH/C4

Newsletter Deadline

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

6        In-Person/Drive-In

8am Worship, WSC
9:30am Worship, WSC
10:30am  Worship @ Crismon Campus

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
“THE GIFT” 

2:00 & 4:00PM

7

9-11:30am Food Bank
12:30-2:30pm GriefShare, CH/C4

8

7pm AA Men’s Meeting, FS

9

9-11:30am - Food Bank
12:30pm Alanon, C4
8pm - AA Meeting, FS

13        In-Person/Drive-In

8am Worship, WSC
9:00am Stephen Ministry, CH
9:30am Worship, WSC
10:30am Worship @ Crismon Campus

14

9-11:30am Food Bank
12:30-2:30pm GriefShare, CH/C4

15

7pm AA Men’s Meeting, FS
2pm Council Meeting, B7

16

9-11:30am - Food Bank
12:30pm Alanon, Rm. 23 & FS
4pm Advent Communion Service
8pm - AA Meeting, FS

20        In-Person/Drive-In
8am Worship, WSC
9:30am Worship, WSC
10:30am Worship @ Crismon Campus

4

22

7pm AA Men’s Meeting, FS

23

9-11:30am - Food Bank
12:30pm Alanon, Rm. 23 & FS
8pm - AA Meeting, FS

December 24 - January 3
The Food Bank will 

be CLOSED

27        In-Person/Drive-In
8am Worship, WSC
9:30am Worship, WSC
10:30am Worship @ Crismon Campus

Beginning January 3rd 
we will be adding an 11am 

service on Sundays
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FOOD BANK CLOSED 
& 

OFFICE CLOSED 
for Staff Break

DRIVE-IN WORSHIP 
Available at all services 

Tune to 105.3FM

1

7pm AA Men’s Meeting, FS

2

9:00-11:30am Food Bank
9:30am VLCW Board Meeting - FS
12:30pm Alanon, C4
4pm Advent Communion Service
8pm - AA Meeting, FS

29

7pm AA Men’s Meeting, FS

30

FOOD BANK CLOSED
12:30pm Alanon, Rm. 23 & FS
8pm - AA Meeting, FS

DECEMBER

RSVP 
ONLINE

VICTORY’S NEWSLETTER
Most of Victory’s  

congregation receives this 
Newsletter via email. 

However, if you would like a 
hard copy mailed to your 

home contact Kathy Michel 
at 480-830-5024 or email


kmichel@victorylutheran.com


mailto:kmichel@victorylutheran.com


1- JAN  

OFFICE CLOSED

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs, 8am-4pm | 480-830-5024 | VictoryLutheran.com

12

10:30am VLCW Guest Speaker
Dr. Randy Christensen

4pm Worship, WSC
        In-Person/Drive-In

3

11am Al-Anon Meeting, C4
2pm Prayer Team, PC

4

OFFICE CLOSED

5  

4pm Worship, WSC
        In-Person/Drive-In

10

11am Al-Anon Meeting, C4 
2pm Prayer Team, PC
4pm I-HELP, C4

 11

OFFICE CLOSED

17

11am Al-Anon Meeting, C4
2pm Prayer Team, PC

18

OFFICE CLOSED

19

4pm Worship, WSC
        In-Person/Drive-In

24       CHRISTMAS EVE

11am Al-Anon Meeting, C4
1pm Christmas Eve Service, WSC
3pm Christmas Eve Service, WSC
4pm I-HELP, C4
5pm Christmas Eve Service, WSC
7pm Christmas Eve Service, WSC
*10pm Christmas Eve Service, WSC

*with communion

25   

10am Christmas Day Service, WSC

26  

4pm Worship, WSC
        In-Person/Drive-In

COMMUNION is offered 
Dec. 2 & 16 @ 4pm


and at our 10pm 
Christmas Eve Worship

= Chapel
= Courtyard
= Fellowship Hall
= Fireside Room
= Lobby
= Luther Room
= Prayer Chapel
= Welcome Center
= Worship Center

CH
CY
FH
FS
LB
LR
PC

WC
WSC

C4 = Community Room 
(formerly Rm. 23)

ONLINE
VictoryLutheran.com

TEXT2GIVE
text “GIVE” and the 

amount to 
888-897-5573

ex. GIVE50

DROP OFF
Our office is open
M-Th, 8am-4pm

BY MAIL
5946 E. University Dr.

Mesa, AZ 85205

WAYS TO GIVE
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31

11am Al-Anon Meeting, C4
2pm Prayer Team, PC
4pm I-HELP, C4

2 - JAN

4pm Worship, WSC
        In-Person/Drive-In

INVITATION 
TO PRAY

Thursdays @ 
2:00pm

The Prayer Chapel is 
open every Thursday at 

2:00pm for anyone 
wishing to come 


and pray. Prayer is one 
of the most important 

tools we have!

ONLINE WORSHIP
Did you know our 

sermons are available to 
watch online 24/7? 


If you have missed any 
of the series you may 

view them at your 
convenience on our 

website at

VictoryLutheran.com

http://VictoryLutheran.com
http://VictoryLutheran.com


I-HELP MINISTRY HAS NOT SKIPPED A BEAT!
Bev Locke, Coordinator

Over these ten years, the program has grown from 
sheltering a few women three nights a week to a 
comprehensive program serving up to 25 women 
365 nights a year.  Because of I-HELP, 505 women 
have gained permanent employment and 443 have 
moved into permanent housing and are now stable 
and productive members of our community. 
We have a small volunteer team that provides dinner, 
makes lunches for the next day and offers fellowship 
during the evening. With the pandemic, the program 
adjusted quickly. The most vulnerable women are 
currently sheltered at a local hotel funded with a 
grant from Maricopa County. Victory is currently 
housing 10 women who shelter during the day at 
another church. Our church is well equipped, 
organized and staffed to continue serving I-HELP 
clients while maintaining all Covid precautions. We 
have not skipped a beat! The laundry goes to a 
laundromat instead of involving our fabulous laundry 
ladies. We provide additional food because the 
ladies are not allowed to leave the day shelter. 
Cleaning and sanitizing have increased. Victory has 
been a faithful partner and is truly God’s hands to 
those in need.
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The Annual “Shoebox” Ministry is one of Victory’s 
Global Missions. In spite of the impact of COVID 
during these unique times, 167 boxes between both 
campuses were collected! We appreciate all who 
were willing to pack a box. Your efforts are part of 
changing children’s lives all over the world in Jesus’ 
Name through the power of a simple gift.

SHOEBOX MINISTRY THANKS YOU
167 BOXES COLLECTED!

UPCOMING
Victory Lutheran Foundation 

Grant Application Period: 
January 1-31, 2021

Twice a year the Victory Lutheran 
Foundation Board invites Grant Requests 
by Victory’s members and/or groups for 
activities and events that will create new 
ministry and or enhance existing ministry. 
The Foundation has a long history of 
helping individuals and groups further the 
programs, purposes and mission of 
Victory Lutheran through the funds 
entrusted to the Foundation through 
special gifts, wills and estates.  
If you, or a group you are a part of sense 
God’s Spirit is calling you to start a new 
ministry or add a significant enhancement 
to an existing ministry, the Foundation 
would encourage you to submit a grant 
request. Outreach events, service projects 
and Christian Education programs are also 
welcomed. You can stop by the church 
office and pick up a Grant Request Form 
or access it online at VictoryLutheran.com. 
Click on the “What’s Happening” Link and 
scroll down to Grant Application. 
Grant applications for this grant period are 
open until noon on January 31, 2021. If 
you have any questions or would like to 
make a donation to the Foundation, 
please call Kathy Michel at 480-830-5024, 
xt. 13. 

“The purpose of the Foundation is to further 
and enhance the principles, programs, 

purposes and mission of Victory Lutheran 
Church by encouraging Biblical stewardship 

through lasting contributions  
of gifts and bequests.”

http://VictoryLutheran.com


Usher in the season with our 
Gift to you… and to the 

children in South Africa.

Victory Lutheran Church will 
host a concert of Christmas 

music, new and old. An 
offering to support the 

children’s ministry of Orchard: 
Africa will be received. 

Steve Lien, vocal 
Kara Holton, vocal 

Kristin Holton Prouty, organ 
Ted Groat, piano 

Alisson Unglaub, violin 
Jennifer Son, cello

AZ Residents – Are You Taking Advantage of Your State Tax Credits?
The AZ state tax credit program enables you to make a charitable contribution to certain 501(c)(3) 
corporations (nonprofits) using funds you would otherwise pay in state taxes. You could get every dollar of 
your charitable donation to these organizations back in the form of a larger state tax refund or a credit 
against what you owe. With this tax credit you can receive a dollar-for-dollar tax credit, of up to $400 (filing 
single) or $800 (if filing a joint return), on your state income taxes while helping those with special needs. 
Here are three of the organizations associated with Victory where you can receive a Credit for Donations 
made directly to them:  

Family Promise of Greater Phoenix (familypromiseaz.org)
Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest (lss-sw.org)

Navajo Lutheran School (nelm.ORG)
Contact Kathy Michel at kmichel@victorylutheran.com if you need more information.
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PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED TO ATTEND. Seating is limited due to social distancing limitations. 
Sign up at the Welcome Center, Online or give us a call at 480-830-5024, Mon-Thurs, 8am-4pm.

DAILY HOPE 

& BIBLE VERSE 


Subscribe to receive  
8am Daily Bible Verse 

10am Inspirational  
Video Message (Mon-Sat) 

Simply text the word  
VICTORY to 888-897-5573 

If you do not have access to 
the internet or are unable to 
receive text messages you 
may call our pre-recorded 

phone line at  
480-588-2980  

to hear the daily devotion.



VICTORY LUTHERAN CHURCH
5946 E. University Drive
Mesa, AZ 85205

Christmas Eve 
1, 3, 5, 7 & *10pm 

*with communion 

Christmas Day | 10am

VICTORY’S DECEMBER 
COVID-19 STRATEGY

While it seems like the virus is everywhere and getting 
worse, as people of faith, we know that God is also 
everywhere and actively at work in the world. We 
recognize and respect the potential deadly power of 
the virus and want to continue to use great caution in 
how we live and worship in that reality. But we also 
know the life-giving power of worship and prayer, so 
we will retain as many of our sacred traditions as 
possible. So far, most of our adaptations regarding 
worship and targeted activities at Victory seem to be 
both quite meaningful and safe.  
So, unless guidance from the CDC or 
the governor changes radically, we will 
continue to offer “distanced worship” 
indoors. Masks are required during the 
entire service and we ask people with 
any symptoms or possible exposure to 
use our Drive-In or Online option.

WORSHIP WITH US!
IN-PERSON

SAT 4pm & SUN 8 & 9:30am
DRIVE-IN 

105.3FM Radio
ONLINE

VictoryLutheran.com

FACEBOOK
@ VictoryLutheranChurchMesa

OUR MISSION is to serve 
and glorify God by being and 

making disciples for Jesus 
Christ through passionate 

prayer, inspirational worship, 
transforming study, humble 

service, spiritual relationships 
and joyful giving.

Christmas Eve 
1, 3, 5, 7 & *10pm 

*with communion 

Christmas Day | 10am

http://VictoryLutheran.com

