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Sept. 5/6 Labor Day: “One More Move” Mark 1:40-45 


Sept. 12/13 “Blessed to be a Blessing” Numbers 6:23b-26 


Sept. 19/20 “Blessing Withheld” Genesis 27:31-34 


Sept. 26/27 “Blessing Extended” Genesis 27:26

        New Sermon Series: 


Blessed to be a Blessing 
Giving and Receiving Unconditional Love and Acceptance


When we worship, we almost always conclude the service with the Aaronic benediction: "May the Lord 
bless you and keep you. May the Lord smile upon you and be gracious unto you. May the Lord show 
His favor to you and give you peace." However, we seldom pause to fully understand the meaning of 
these words, nor examine the ways we have or have not received blessings, from God or others. This 
month we will begin a six-part sermon series with the theme: Blessed to be a Blessing: Giving and 
Receiving Unconditional Love and Acceptance. During the coming weeks we will explore the Biblical 
concept of blessing and how important it is to fully receive it and then pass it on to our spouse, children, 
and grandchildren, etc.  We hope to equip all who listen with the tools to bless others, even a barista at 
the coffee shop. Here is an look at the coming month:
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Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the 
kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness 
among the people. - Matthew 4:23
What would come to your mind if you were told you had 
only thirty days to live? Sadly, for many people, there 
would be a frantic change of priorities and schedules. 
But for Jesus, the threat and nearness of death changed 
nothing. He just continued to do the two most important 
things that had been entrusted to him. He taught and He 
healed. I try to tell everyone thinking of making Victory 
their church home, that, if Jesus’ main priority was to 
teach and heal, then surely it should be the purpose of a 
church to teach and heal, too. 
As we look at what is going on in the world right now, it 
should be obvious that the world needs a major dose 
of both sound teaching and healing for the body, mind 
and soul. A phrase used by Jesus (particularly in 
Matthew’s Gospel) sounds like this, “You have heard it 
said, but I say….” In other words, Jesus was reminding 
us that we might need to “unlearn” some of what we 

think is true and learn to listen to the One who is “the 
way, the truth and the life.” 
Today, as I look back at the challenges of the last six 
months, I am thankful for the ways our staff and all of 
you have responded in keeping the “main thing the 
main thing.” While we have fewer people able to 
worship on site, we have exponentially increased the 
number of people we are reaching via the internet. 
Thanks to the many resources you have helped make 
available through Victory, we are still able to release 
God’s Word to accomplish its life-changing purposes. 
In this newsletter, note several small new steps we are 
making to continue the important ministry that has 
been entrusted to us. I am trusting you will keep finding 
appropriate ways to receive both Christ's teaching and 
healing. I also hope you see the challenges of today’s 
world as a reminder that anything you can do to 
expose more people to Jesus’ teaching and healing 
the better.
Grace & Peace —

A Letter from Larry Kassebaum, Senior Pastor 

“Now More Than Ever”

September Worship Updates at Victory 

Thanks to God’s grace and your faithfulness in mask-wearing and social distancing, we will soon enter our fifth 
month of safely distanced indoor worship. We will continue our “Drive-In” Worship broadcast on 105.3FM and 
also add another new option as we move into September.
• Communion is available after each of our three “on campus” services the first weekend of the month, 

September 5-6. Those who desire to commune in September will need to CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE 
(480-830-5024) no later than noon on Thursday, September 3, and inform us which service they would like to 
attend and how many are in their group.

• Because attendance at our Sunday service is approaching our safe capacity limit, we are planning to move 
the 9:30am service into Worship Center beginning Sunday, September 13th. 

• Just a reminder, we have more than a few worshipers who have been told by their doctors that they can safely 
participate in worship only if EVERYONE is wearing their masks. Because we have more than a few 
worshipers with compromising health conditions and we want to do all we can to keep them safe, we will keep 
this safeguard in place as long as necessary.

DAILY HOPE: Hear a short daily devotion from one of our pastors. Sign up to receive a link to these messages 
on your phone by texting the word victory to 888-897-5573. 
STAY IN TOUCH: If you do not have access to the internet or are unable to receive text messages you may 
call our pre-recorded phone line at 480-588-2980 to hear a short daily devotion and update.


SUBSCRIBE TO OUR WEEKLY NEWS: Subscribe to Victory’s weekly sermon link and news via email. Go to 
our website at VictoryLutheran.com and click the button that says “subscribe” on our front page or send your 
request to ehernandez@victorylutheran.com.
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The special congregational meeting held on Sunday, August 23rd at 9:00 a.m. 
produced one rather normal and two very notable results. The normal result was a 
nearly unanimous vote to give the congregation council the necessary authorization 

to negotiate and possibly even sell our empty lot on the northeast corner of Recker and 
University. The more unusual results were the following: 1) Because of safety concerns 
and careful planning, we held the meeting, took the vote, and adjourned the meeting all in 
less than five minutes! Wow!! 2) We had 53 voting members attend and safely distance 
themselves throughout Worship Center (Sanctuary). And to think we were worried we 
might not have a quorum. While we have no specific details to report, we do know that a 
potential interested buyer plans to submit an offer to purchase the lot by the end of this 
week. Watch our website or a future mailing for more details. 

“ONLINE” LCMC 20th Annual Gathering | Monday, October 5, 2020 

www.lcmc.net/annual-gathering 


This year you can stay at home (or maybe come to the Victory campus — watch for more details in 
the future) and still attend this year’s Annual Gathering. Most years Lutheran Congregations in 
Mission for Christ hosts a four-day event featuring keynote speakers, worship and Bible study, 

breakout sessions, vendors and plenty of opportunities for fellowship 
and networking. This year, the event has been compressed into a 
one-day event that will be available online from 7:30am-3:00pm. 
Whether you are new to LCMC, just checking us out for the first time, 
or a long-time member looking to make new friends and reunite with 
old ones, the Annual Gathering is the place to be inspired, trained & 
equipped and get connected with other LCMC-ers! 

August 23rd Congregational Meeting Results

GriefShare: Loss of Spouse | September 14, 12:30-2:30pm 

Join us Online! — One day/Two hour program 


The death of a spouse brings a unique kind of pain. If you are widowed, you have not just lost a 
loved one - you have lost an entire lifestyle. You could use support. That's why you should participate 
in this one-time GriefShare session designed specifically for your situation
You will be able to join us from home or wherever you have access to a computer (not at the church).  
You will be able to watch the video and then participate in the discussion. 
We request that you sign on to GriefShare to participate in the 
program. Go to the link listed below. Once registered, we will help 
you get ready to receive the video part of the program. Please 
register no later than September 13th. 
If you have questions, contact the facilitator/leader Blair Revak at 
480-227-5157 or Pastor Floyd Anderson at 480-830-5024.

REGISTER TODAY at griefshare.org/loss/events/2987

https://www.griefshare.org/loss/events/2987
https://www.griefshare.org/loss/events/2987
https://www.lcmc.net/annual-gathering
https://www.lcmc.net/annual-gathering


DRIVE-UP FLU SHOT CLINIC | Tuesday, October 13, 9am-1pm 

Sponsored by VLCW in conjunction with Sapphire Health & Wellness 


This is a one-day-only outreach event we are offering here at Victory Lutheran Church. Stay in 
the comfort of your car while a Certified Nurse Practitioner administers your flu shot. Most 

insurance is accepted, otherwise the cost is $65. Appointments will be scheduled the week of 
October 5-8 from 9am-12pm by calling our office at 480-830-5024 on those dates. You 
may also sign up in person the weekend of October 3-4. You may pick up and fill out 
paperwork ahead of time in order to expedite the waiting time.

VLCW — ALL CIRCLES MEETING 

October 13, 9:30am 


Ladies of the VLCW, 
What a year! Who knew all things 
would change so drastically in 
such a short time.  We have 
missed seeing our summer “All 
Circles” ladies and missed many 
of you who are in cool summer 

locations. It is time to think about fall!
On October 13th at 9:30am we will have our first 
“All Circles” meeting in the Fellowship Hall for 
those who feel comfortable doing so. Masks and 
distancing are assumed to still be the norm. Pastor 
Steve Lien has agreed to lead our study on Fruit of 
the Spirit by Hazel Offner. Books are available in 
the office as usual and the cost is $7.50.
As a first order of business we need to know how 
many to set up for in the Fellowship Hall. So we 
ask that, if you haven’t already, please RSVP to 
Shirley Vosseteig at srasmu5686@gmail.com.
If you are unable to join us in person, we will have 
a recorded version available online at a later date. 
We look forward to sharing time together once 
again, even if it is an altered experience.
Yours in Christ,
Shirley Vosseteig, VLCW President 

Save the Date 

All Circles Meeting - November 10, 9:30am

Dr. Randy Christensen - December 12, 10:30am

FAMILY PROMISE UPDATE 

Great things are happening at Family Promise! School has 
started and they are set up for the kids to do online school. 
Family Promise has had some generous donations of 
backpacks, school supplies and even new shoes. 
They could use some volunteers to help the kids with 
distance learning at the Day Center. If this is something 
you maybe interested in contact Kathy Michel at 
kmichel@victorylutheran.com.
Graduations continue to be celebrated with families 
receiving basic supplies and household goods to help 
them in setting up their new homes. Here is a list of 
items on their needs list: Twin sheet sets, laundry 
detergent, feminine products, blankets, pillows, baby 
bathtubs, potty training toilet seats, laundry baskets, 
towels (not as urgent as other items), and soap and refill 
bottles, deodorant, diapers size 5/6/7 (especially 6 and 7) 
and Pull-Ups.
Items should be new and can be dropped off at Victory 
during services on September 5 & 6 or at the office 
September 8-10. Financial donations can be given at 
familypromiseaz.org. Residents of Arizona can receive the 
AZ Charitable Tax Credit.

UPCOMING HOST WEEK: SEPTEMBER 13-19, 2020 

We will be providing meals and food supplies for the 
week. If you would like to volunteer to cook a meal and/or 
deliver the meal to Scottsdale Day Center please contact 
Kathy Michel to be added to the volunteer email list. 
Your Victory Host Co-coordinators, 
Kathy Michel & Lois Burton

DROP OFF 
Our office is open 
M-Th, 8am-4pm

ONLINE 
VictoryLutheran.com

TEXT2GIVE 
text “GIVE” and the  

amount to 888-897-5573

ex. GIVE50

BY MAIL 
5946 E. University Dr. 

Mesa, AZ 85205
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