
WDCSITE Newsletter - March 2022 Edition

Share This Email  Share This Email  Share This Email

Dear Washington DC Section,

In This Issue

President's
Message
Reminder: 2022
MCDITE Annual
Meeting
WDCSITE Podcast
Launch
Save the Date:
2022 Audi Field
Meeting
WDCSITE Potential
Name Change
ITE Inclusion Portal
BRTB Seeking
Volunteers for
CORE
Morgan State
Student Workshop
Recap
Meet-a-Member:
Eric Graye
WDCSITE Job
Postings
2022 Sponsors

Quick Links

WDCSITE Webpage

WDCSITE Awards

ITE Professional
Development Record

President's Message

Communication – in my mind,
it’s the most important thing
that can make or break any
situation in life, and the
transportation industry is no
exception. Many of us have
learned throughout the courses
of our lives that communication
can be difficult to master, and many never master
it. We work to improve our general skills, ability to
connect with others, ability to translate technical
information to non-technical audiences,
negotiation tactics, and trust in and from
others. Several recent/upcoming local ITE activities
are great examples of how strong communication
skills can allow us to reap rewards that do not often
come to mind.
 
As mentioned in previous newsletters, one of the
most important parts of the structure of WDCSITE
is our future professional pipeline, including
college students. Our ability to communicate with
them is one of the keys to setting them up for
success after graduation. Our first student
workshop of the year at Morgan State University
set(s) the tone for building confidence in
communicating with students to help them prepare
for whatever comes next. More workshops with our
other student chapters are to come later this year
as we strive to help as many students as possible
hone a crucial soft skill.
 
When we see you at the Mid-Colonial District
Annual Meeting April 10-12 (don’t forget to
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Keeping System

ITE Employment Center

Stay In Touch

Join our mailing list by
clicking on the image
above.

Upcoming Events

4/10 to 4/12 - MCDITE
Annual Meeting

4/19 - Time
Management Event

Stay tuned to the
WCDSITE website,
Facebook, Linkedin, or
Twitter for any new
announcements.

To view the calendar of
events, webinars, and
meetings organized by
ITE and its partners,
please click on the
image above. Schedule
dates are subject to
change.

register here), how will you ensure you get the
most out of the conference? The communication of
speakers will influence how much and what quality
of information you take home. Communicating
with industry professionals, students, friends, and
other partners at the conference, especially outside
of technical sessions, will influence how you build
and strengthen relationships for years to
come. Confidence in communication for our
college student chapters competing in the Traffic
Bowl has a major influence on the chance of
victory.
 
As a teaser for one of the sessions during the
upcoming District Annual Meeting, and as many of
you may already know, 2022 National Work Zone
Awareness Week is April 11-15. Appropriately
communicating messages to the traveling public,
especially when involving work zones, can mean
the difference between safe passage and
otherwise. As a traffic engineer, I connect many
aspects of life to the foundations of the MUTCD.
The five basic requirements of traffic control
devices are all built on communication.
 

Fulfill a need: What and how we
communicate with others must have a goal in
mind.
Command attention: Connect with others in a
way that makes an impression. 
Convey a clear, simple meaning: Be direct and
efficient.
Command respect: Work to both respect and
earn respect from others.
Give adequate time for proper response: Be
mindful of your patience in awaiting
responses from and responding to
others. Make your response the best it can
be.

 
Our WDCSITE Board and Leadership are always
looking for input on how to improve our
communication with members and partners. If you
have ideas to share, I strongly encourage you to
reach out to me or any of our leaders directly
(Board of Directors contact information). We are
available and eager to find new ways to
incorporate your thoughts. 
 
Adam Greenstein
WDCSITE President
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To view the current job
postings via WDCSITE,
please click on the
image above.

Volunteers
Are you interested in
volunteering with events,
meetings, & other
activities for WDCSITE?
We are looking for
motivated enthusiastic
individuals to further
WDCSITE's goals and
make us the professional
organization of choice.
Please contact Sogand
Karbalaieali or Lili Liang
to volunteer.

Topics and Speakers

We are always looking
for fresh ideas, topics,
and presentations. If you
are interested in
presenting at a WDCSITE
event, please reach out
to Adam Greenstein.

Presentations from all
transportation and
related disciplines are
welcome.

2022 WDCSITE
EXECUTIVE BOARD

Reminder: 2022 MCDITE Annual
Meeting

The 2022 MCDITE Annual Meeting is taking place
less than two weeks from now, from April 10th to
the 12th at the Sheraton Inner Harbor Hotel in
Baltimore. The technical program features
presenters from public sector agencies, academic
institutions, consulting firms, and vendors
representing DC, Delaware, Maryland, Northern
Virginia, Pennsylvania, South Jersey, and West
Virginia.

All are encouraged to register, especially students.
For registration information and a detailed
schedule of the technical program, please visit the
official website for the MCDITE Annual Meeting.

WDCSITE Podcast Launch

The Sectional, the podcast where WDCSITE brings
together local transportation professionals to talk
about today’s biggest issues and hot local topics.

Water cooler talk has never been this cool and
casual.

There’s no better time than now to keep our
members and community informed and engaged
with important and relevant topics in the realm of
transportation within our Section. You’ll hear our
co-hosts Sarah Gary and Eric Tang chat, learn
from each other, and gain a better understanding
for how we can improve transportation for all.
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Adam Greenstein
President

Jon Crisafi
Vice President

Elisa Mitchell
Secretary / Treasurer

Sogand Karbalaieali
DC Area Director

Lili Liang
Baltimore Area Director

Expect enticing facts and opinions, captivating
guest speakers, and a bit of fun along the way.

Please reach out to Producer David Duarte with
any comments, questions, and suggestions. Search
for “WDCSITE” or “The Sectional” on your favorite
podcast service, listen from our website or click
here.
Please use your podcast service to like and
subscribe!

WDCSITE gives a special thanks to Theresa Pyzik
Cox of JMT for developing The Sectional’s logo!

Save the Date: 2022 WDCSITE-
VASITE-YPT Joint Technical Meeting
at Audie Field

WDCSITE, VASITE, and YPT are co-hosting the third
annual Joint Technical Meeting at Audi Field on
July 13th. Please reach out to Jon Crisafi if you
have any questions. We look forward to seeing you
there!

WDCSITE Potential Name Change

WDCSITE is exploring a potential name change to
better reflect the geography our section covers. We
are interested in input from our membership
regarding the potential change. Please contact the
board to provide any feedback. Be on the lookout
for more information, including details on the
process and a survey, in the coming months.
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Krishna Patnam
Financial Assistant

Burak Cesme
District Representative &

Immediate Past
President

ITE Inclusion Portal

ITE International has launched its Inclusion Portal,
which is a form that allows members to share
feedback with the goal of enhancing ITE's
inclusiveness at any level of of the organization -
International, District, Section, or Chapter.
Members are encouraged to share ideas, concerns
and observations. The Inclusion Portal can be
accessed via the QR code below or this link.
Additionally, the QR code will soon be added to
the WDCSITE website.

BRTB Seeking Volunteers for CORE

The Baltimore Regional Transportation Board
(BRTB) is seeking volunteers to participate in a

mailto:krishna.patnam@aecom.com
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newly formed group, Transportation CORE
(Community Outreach and Regional Engagement).
BRTB intends to form a diverse group of 30 to 50
stakeholders that will provide feedback on a range
of transportation and planning topics.

Applications are due on April 15th. For more
information, visit the official page for the program
on the Baltimore Metropolitan Council website.

Project of the Year Meeting Recap

On March 30, WDCSITE held a resume review
workshop and technical meeting at Morgan State
University (MSU). During the first portion of the
event WDCSITE members provided tips to current
MSU students on how to improve their resumes so
that they are more appealing to prospective
employers. The students also participated in mock
interviews to get a chance to practice their
responses to potential questions. 
 
Following the workshop, the technical portion of
the meeting featured three presenters who gave
highlights on projects in the Baltimore region. 
 
First up was Dr. Eazaz Sadeghvaziri, a MSU
professor and Ramina Javid, a MSU graduate
student, who presented on findings from a self-
reported survey on distracted driving behavior in
the State of Maryland. Their findings identified
demographics and characteristics behind such
high-risk behavior with the longer term goal of
informing programs to address this issue. 
 
Second to present was Sarah Gary of JMT who
highlighted work to implement part-time shoulder
lanes on I-795 in the area of the a new interchange
at Dolfield Boulevard in Baltimore County and the
analysis behind alternative selection.
 
Lastly, Dr. Celeste Chavis, professor at MSU,
highlighted research on the impact of dedicated
bus lanes in Baltimore, which featured the use of
drones to capture video on operations and bus
lane compliance.
 
Thank you to Lili Liang and Qiana Gabriel for
coordinating this event. 

https://www.baltometro.org/newsroom/2022-03-07-brtb-launches-and-seeks-volunteers-new-transportation-core




Meet-a-Member: Eric Graye

1. Please introduce yourself and tell us about
your role in WDCSITE.
 
My name is Eric Graye. I’m a native Washingtonian
and have resided in the Columbia Heights
neighborhood of Washington DC for the past 42
years. I received a Bachelor of Science degree in
Civil Engineering (1976) and Master of Science
degree in Urban Systems Engineering (1978) from
Howard University. I’m a certified professional
transportation planner and I’ve worked for the
Montgomery County Planning Department for the
past 37 years. 
 
I’ve been an active member of WDCSITE since the
late 1980s. During this time, I’ve attended countless
WDCSITE-sponsored meetings, social events, and
professional development activities.
 
2. Please tell us about your family.  
  



My wife (Denise) and I have been married for 44
years. We have two adult children (Lauren and
Jordan) who both reside in the DC area. We have
three grandchildren (Zora, Graye, and Jonah – ages
8 years, 6 years, and 1 year, respectively). We also
have an active Airedale Terrier (Zuri) who keeps us
very busy!
 
3. Please tell us something about your hobbies
and activities outside work.
 
I’m a “die-hard” fan of the local professional sports
teams in the DC area (Nationals, Wizards,
Commanders, Capitals, & DC United). My son is a
former Major League Soccer player (DC United and
Houston Dynamo). So, I followed his brief
professional soccer career closely. That said, the
sporting event I enjoy the most is the NCAA Men’s
Basketball Tournament. For me, nothing beats
“March Madness”!
 
During my early years living in the Columbia
Heights neighborhood, I served one term as an
Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner and was
very active in support of local historic preservation
efforts. In this context, I worked with my neighbors
to place the Tivoli Theatre Building on the National
Register of Historic Places.
 
More recently, I’ve grown passionate about yoga. I
practice yoga regularly and received my 200-hour
professional yoga training certification in 2018. I’m
strongly contemplating teaching yoga after I retire
from the transportation planning profession.
 
4. Tell us briefly about your work -
firm/organization, your role. What does your
typical workday look like?
 
I currently serve as transportation planning
supervisor in the Montgomery County Planning
Department. The staff I manage primarily focus on
travel monitoring and long-range travel demand
forecasting activities to support master plan update
projects and growth management initiatives. I also
play a lead role to support the periodic update of
the Department’s transportation impact study
guidelines.
 
Typically, a workday for me often entails
responding to a plethora of e-mails, responding to
requests from the Planning Board or County
Council, reviewing work products delivered by
transportation consultants and managing work



performed by my team.
  
5. What projects have you worked on that have
had a big impact on your career or on a
community?
 
In this regard, I played a lead role in the
development of the transportation element of
serval projects, including:
 
(1)  2016 -2020 Subdivision Staging Policy – This
initiative updated the County’s growth
management transportation analysis tools and
evaluation procedures to support the introduction
of non-motor vehicle (i.e., bicycle, pedestrian, and
local bus transit) transportation system adequacy
tests.
 
(2)  2018 Veirs Mill Corridor Master Plan – This was
the first area master plan featuring transportation
recommendations reflecting an explicit focus on
promoting Montgomery County’s Vision Zero-
related goals and objectives.
 
(3)  2020 - 2024 Growth & Infrastructure Policy –
This initiative updated the County’s growth
management transportation analysis tools and
evaluation procedures in a manner to better
support the County’s 2018 Vison Zero Action Plan.
 
6. What is your favorite WDCSITE activity/event
you have participated in and what
activity/event/presentation would you like to
see next?
 
I've really enjoyed the Annual Virginia &
Washington DC Joint SimCap Meetings. The mix of
public sector, private sector, and academic
attendees and presenters at these events has
exposed me to a variety of new ideas and
professional insights.

In the future, I would like to see activities, events,
and/or presentations focusing on projects that
promote the advancement of equity in
transportation planning.
 
7. When and how did you get involved with ITE
and how has your involvement in ITE, especially
WDCSITE, helped your career?
 
Many of my former division chiefs and supervisors
were active ITE members and strongly encouraged



me to follow their lead in this regard. The
opportunity to take advantage of WDCSITE/ITE-
sponsored professional development and
networking opportunities has been instrumental
maintaining my professional certifications and
keeping me abreast of advances in the
transportation profession.
       
8. What topic (besides connected and
autonomous vehicles) are you most interested
in seeing progress in the next 10-15 years in the
transportation industry?
 
 I would like to see more progress and efforts
geared toward increasing diversity (of all kinds) in
the transportation planning and engineering
profession. The profession should do more to build
on the recent advances made in this regard.  
 
9. What advice would you give to a young
transportation engineer? 
  
The need to work on traditional traffic impact
studies and signal timing projects will likely
diminish significantly in the foreseeable
future. With this thought in mind, a young
transportation engineer should expand his/her
expertise to include the ability to evaluate
transportation adequacy other than systems that
serve the motor vehicle (i.e., bicycle, pedestrian and
local bus transit systems).

WDCSITE Job Postings

Please see the list of new job postings below.
Listings are also shown on the WDCSITE Job Portal.

Arlington County - Transportation Data Intern
Arlington County - Transportation Planning
Intern
Arlington County - Transit Planning Intern
Prince William County - Transportation Grant
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https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/arlington/jobs/3477534/transporation-planning-intern?sort=PostingDate%7CDescending&page=1&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/arlington/jobs/3467237/transit-intern-service-development-planning-and-operations?sort=PostingDate%7CDescending&page=3&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/jobs/3428639-0/transportation-grant-and-research-analyst


and Research Analyst
Volkert - Senior Traffic Engineer
WSP - Mid-Level Traffic Engineer
WSP - Senior Traffic Engineer

2022 WDCSITE Sponsors

Premier Sponsor

Premier Sponsor

Premier Sponsor

https://workforcenow.adp.com/mascsr/default/mdf/recruitment/recruitment.html?cid=6f900ef8-ae36-4d6b-80e7-c1147745b4b8&ccId=19000101_000001&jobId=430209&lang=en_US&source=CC4
https://phe.tbe.taleo.net/phe01/ats/careers/v2/viewRequisition?org=V8D6AK&cws=37&rid=3422
https://phe.tbe.taleo.net/phe01/ats/careers/v2/viewRequisition?org=V8D6AK&cws=37&rid=3425


We would love to hear your thoughts / comments / suggestions on the newsletter. Please feel
free to reach out to us!

Thank You,
The Newsletter Committee

Contact Us
      

Washington DC Section of ITE (WDCSITE) | 100 M Street, SE, Suite 910, Washington, DC
20003

Unsubscribe apochowski@kittelson.com

Update Profile |About Constant Contact
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