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President's Message

Happy New Year to our
WDCSITE family! We’re
excited to kick off 2022 with
you, and I am honored to
serve you as President this
year. With the holiday season
in the rearview mirror and the
emerging hope that society
can finally find its new normal,
we hope that our activities
and programs in the coming months provide you with
some inspiration and excitement.

As we plan activities for the year, we hope to see your
smiling faces in person. We will continue to keep virtual
options in our toolbox but will put in a whole-hearted
effort to find ways to safely hold events in person and
potentially provide hybrid formats to maximize
opportunities for member involvement. More
information on this to come!

In my first message as your WDCSITE President, I want
to share a few thoughts on my four goals for the year
shared during our 2021 Annual Conference and Awards
Meeting as a way to establish a strong foundation for
the months ahead. 

STEM: We have already participated in the Future
Cities competition, a staple of our annual
activities, and have virtual events planned in
February. Let’s make this the strongest STEM year
ever and get more students interested in
transportation (yes, transportation is cool)! 
Disadvantaged Communities: Recent events
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Quick Links

WDCSITE Webpage

WDCSITE Awards

ITE Professional
Development
Record Keeping
System

ITE Employment
Center

Stay In Touch

Join our mailing list
by
clicking on the
image
above.

Upcoming
Events

1/28 - MCDITE
Leadership Retreat

2/9 and 2/10 -
2021 Project of the
Year Presentations

Stay tuned to the
WCDSITE website,
Facebook,
Linkedin, or
Twitter for any
new
announcements.

have highlighted how fragile our society can be,
and we, as transportation professionals, hold the
key to giving all people access to the goods and
services they need. We will aim this year to give a
voice to communities that are often not heard.
New partners: We have a geographically diverse
section despite our small geographic size. We
plan to engage public agencies not recently or
ever highlighted and find new ways to showcase
our familiar partners.
Broader reaches of transportation: Without
professionals like operations and maintenance
staff, day-to-day transportation service in our
region would come to a halt. Without
professionals like planners and policy analysts, the
long-term success of our transportation system
would be unknown. ITE represents all those who
contribute to the transportation profession – we
will make a concerted effort this year to provide
more opportunities to learn about the work from
those who make our industry whole.

Without a foundation of younger members, we cannot
support our Section’s future, and that starts with
student members. Those of you who make up our
student membership are a key part of our organization
by adding diversity and fresh perspectives to modern
transportation challenges, and you will be the next core
group of young professional members. Our University
Liaisons are here to support your student chapters,
including assistance and guidance in planning events,
bringing professionals to campus to present on various
topics in our industry, and providing outlets for you to
learn and grow. This year we are kicking off activities
with our students by offering financial support for two
per chapter to attend the Student Leadership Summit
at Virginia Tech, hosted by the Southern District of ITE
in February. Additional funding will be offered pending
availability. We also have events in the works for
National Engineers Week in February and beyond,
including resume and mock interview workshops to
help our students be more prepared for the workforce
after graduating. 

The transportation programs and student chapters in
our Section are strong, so let’s make it known! Let’s
show ITE what we’re made of by sending our student
chapters to compete in the Traffic Bowl at the 2022
Mid-Colonial District ITE Annual Meeting on the
evening of Monday April 11 in Baltimore. WDCSITE has
never had a student chapter in the International ITE
Traffic Bowl, so let’s give the other chapters a run for
their money and make this the year WDCSITE reaches
the next level. If you are a student or alumnus of a
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To view the
calendar of events,
webinars, and
meetings
organized by ITE
and its partners,
please click on the
image above.
Schedule
dates are subject to
change.

To view the current
job postings via
WDCSITE, please
click on the image
above.

Volunteers
Are you interested
in volunteering with
events, meetings, &
other activities for
WDCSITE? We are
looking for
motivated
enthusiastic
individuals to further
WDCSITE's goals
and
make us the
professional
organization of
choice.
Please contact
Sogand Karbalaieali
or Lili Liang to
volunteer.

chapter, or if you have strong relationships with any of
our student chapters, please reach out to our University
Liaisons to learn more about the Traffic Bowl and plan
for the event. We will see you in April with your game
faces and school colors!

Another core foundational element of WDCSITE is our
sponsorship program. Without support from our
sponsors, we cannot succeed as a Section. We are
grateful for our previous sponsors and those who have
already offered to support us this year. If you work in or
know of an organization that might be interested in
supporting WDCSITE through sponsorship, please reach
out to our Board.

The most important foundational element of our
Section is YOU! In each newsletter we highlight one
member of our Section so we all can learn about our
members and what makes our Section unique. If you
are interested in being feature in our monthly Meet-a-
Member profile, please contact me. We’d love to learn
more about you!

If you have questions or concerns, wish to share ideas,
or would like to volunteer, please do not hesitate to
contact our Board and Leadership.  We are here to
maximize WDCSITE’s value to you.

Thanks, and stay safe.

Adam Greenstein
WDCSITE President
 

2022 Call for Sponsors

The Washington, D.C. Section of the Institute of
Transportation Engineers (WDCSITE) is looking for your
support in 2022. WDCSITE a fully volunteer-run effort
that has increasingly bolstered its programming from
mostly local area technical meetings to include:

STEM events with local schools in many locations

mailto:skarbalaieali@atcsplc.com
mailto:lliang@mdta.state.md.us


Topics and
Speakers

We are always
looking for fresh
ideas, topics, and
presentations. If you
are interested in
presenting at a
WDCSITE event,
please reach out to
Adam Greenstein.

Presentations from
all transportation
and related
disciplines are
welcome.

2021 WDCSITE
EXECUTIVE

BOARD

Adam Greenstein
President

Jon Crisafi
Vice President

Elisa Mitchell

throughout the section
Social events for sponsors and membership
Diverse meeting locations and activities, including
the Joint Technical Meetings with VASITE and YPT
at Audi Field, bike tours, and picnics.

Nearly 20% of our section’s expenses are
supported/enabled by annual sponsorships. The board
and leadership have actively strived to refine and
improve our website featuring our activities and the
distribution of monthly newsletters recapping our
section activities. The section aims to hold monthly
events (virtually and generally alternating between the
Washington, D.C. and Baltimore areas), which typically
draw 50+ transportation professionals to discuss key
topics to our industry’s vitality, project successes,
lessons learned, and insights from local agencies. The
geographic area that WDCSITE covers includes
Maryland, Washington, D.C., and northern Virginia.

Additionally, WDCSITE is in the process of exploring the
ability to host hybrid meetings (that could be attended
either in person or virtually) requiring some additional
time and capital expenses to begin initiating.

WDCSITE offers three tiers of sponsorship: Premier,
Base, and Scholarship Add-On. Additional information
about the three tiers can be found on the Sponsors
page on the section's website.

Sponsorship for 2022 will last until January 31, 2023.
The annual sponsorship drive is our primary effort to
raise additional funds to support WDCSITE’s local area
programming. With the constantly changing economy,
it is more important than ever to show your support for
our transportation industry. Your continuing support
will help WDCSITE offer its members low-cost, quality
programming for 2022 and beyond.

Please make checks or PayPal payments payable to
WDCSITE by February 7, 2022. For more information
on the payment methods, please visit the Sponsors
page.

2022 SDITE Student Leadership Summit

The 2022 Southern District of ITE (SDITE) Student
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Secretary / Treasurer

Sogand Karbalaieali
DC Area Director

Lili Liang
Baltimore Area

Director

Krishna Patnam
Financial Assistant

Burak Cesme
District

Representative &
Immediate Past

President

Leadership Summit will be in Blacksburg, Virginia, on
February 25th to the 27th. Virginia Tech is the host of
the three-day leadership conference, with collaboration
from the University of Virginia.

The Student Leadership Summit offers transportation
engineering students the opportunity to develop
leadership and professional skills through technical and
professional presentations hosted by invited industry
speakers and extensive student-industry networking.

Blacksburg, the host site, is only a few hours away by
vehicle from our student chapters. WDCSITE will be
covering costs for students in our Section's chapters to
attend the Student Leadership Summit, currently at a
limit of two students per chapter. More funds may be
available subject to availability. If interested, please
contact Shraddha Praharaj.

For more information on the event, including
registration details, please visit the official website.

National Engineers Week: February 20th
to 26th

National Engineers Week will take place this year from
February 20th to the 26th. The week is hosted by the
National Society of Professional and unites a coalition
of more than 70 engineering, education, and cultural
societies, and more than 50 corporations and
government agencies. Engineers Week is dedicated to
raising awareness of the positive contributions made by
engineers and emphasizing the important of STEM
education.

WDCSITE is proud to play a part in this year's Engineers
Week. Our section is a sponsor for the Maryland
Engineering Challenges and the numerous activities
celebrating the Week that are put on by the Engineers
Club of Baltimore and the Baltimore Museum of
Industry. In addition, WDCSITE plans to co-host an
event with a university chapter and hold a STEM event
for school students in commemoration of the week -
stay tuned for more information.
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2022 Sandbox Design Competition:
Equitable Communities via SimCity
Design Challenge

The 2022 Sandbox Design Competition, sponsored by
the ITE's Consultants Council, will focus on equitable
communities. The Equitable SimCity Sandbox Design
Competition will challenge competitors to plan and
design a community in a post-pandemic world that
balances the elements of equitable design taking into
account the size, demographics, transit, and population
for the community living in this neighborhood.
Competitors must adhere to the specified parameters
and follow the submission guidelines.

Expressions of interest are due by February 25th, and
final submissions are on May 15th. For more
information, please visit the Competition's official page
on the ITE website.

WDCSITE at Mid-Atlantic Future City
Regionals

WDCSITE has been a proud sponsor of the Mid-Atlantic
Region (Maryland, Washington DC and Virginia) Future
City competition for several years and continue to
participate as volunteer judges. Future City is part of
the Maryland Engineering Challenges, inspiring middle
school students (grades 6-8) to work as a team to build
a physical model, write a technical paper with a project
plan, create and deliver a presentation in imagining,
researching, designing, and building a virtual future city
that can address a specific sustainability issues. This
year’s challenge asked teams to use the three principles
of a circular economy to design a futuristic, waste-free
city.
 
WDCSITE member Jon Crisafi participated as the

https://www.ite.org/membership/equity-simcity-sandbox-competition/


Transportation Judge, the WDCSITE award that is given
to the team that demonstrates the most creative
application of futuristic technology and scientific
principles in the design, operations, and management
of all modes of ground transportation, that is safe,
efficient, sustainable, and practical. This years’ winner
was Delenight from Feynman School in Potomac,
MD. Member John Rectanus also participated as a City
Model Judge, where teams build a physical
representation of their city using recycled materials, has
at least one moving part and built to scale. Winner of
this award was Crystal City from Lead for Future
Academy in Damascus, MD.
 
Eleven teams competed virtually and the overall winner
moves on to compete in the national competition. The
overall winner was Mottainai from Pinnacle Academy in
Chantilly, VA. All the teams did a fantastic job, these
kids are incredibly creative and smart beyond their
years!





Meet-a-Member: Ahmed Amer



1. Please introduce yourself and tell us about your role
in WDCSITE.

My name is Ahmed Amer and I am a Senior Transportation
Engineer at VHB’s Tysons, VA office. I was born and raised
in Cairo, the capital of Egypt, where I obtained my BS and
MS degrees in Civil Engineering (Transportation) from Cairo
University. I moved to the United States in 2007, and
obtained my PhD degree in Civil and Environmental
Engineering from Virginia Tech. At that time, I was active
with VT’s ITE Student Chapter and I currently serve as a
member of WDCSITE Leadership, as part of the DC/NoVA
Area Programming Committee.
 
2. Please tell us about your family.  
My wife, Maha (who is a Transportation Engineer too!), and
I met back in Egypt and got married in 2007. We have been
in Northern Virginia since 2011, and we currently live with
our 11-year old daughter, Farida, and 4-year old son, Selim,
in Loudoun County. It has been our second home after
Cairo.
 
3. Please tell us something about your hobbies and
activities outside work.
My favorite sports are soccer and tennis, and I enjoy
watching European soccer games and Grand Slam tennis
tournaments. I used to play soccer regularly, and while
busier life gets, I still try to play from time to time. In my
leisure time, I enjoy reading and I love spending time with
my family and friends. My favorite vacation destination is
the beautiful beaches along the Mediterranean Sea and the
Red Sea shores in Egypt. During the pandemic, I have
become passionate about self-care, and was able to lose 40
pounds of weight following calorie counting and
intermittent fasting.

Outside of work, I serve as peer reviewer for TRBAM and
TRR publications, IEEE Transactions on Intelligent
Transportation Systems, and the Journal of Advanced
Transportation.



 
4. Tell us briefly about your work - firm/organization,
your role. What does your typical workday look like?
VHB is a strong team of 1,600 passionate professionals
including engineers, scientists, planners, and designers,
who are eager for making meaningful contributions to the
world through the work that we do. I have been with VHB
for 11 years and work as a Senior Transportation Engineer,
based in Tyson, VA office. I lead VHB MetroDC traffic
operations and ITS practices. On my typical workday, I
manage several transportation and traffic analysis studies
and design projects for State and local agencies, including
VDOT, Loudoun County and DDOT.
  
5. What projects have you worked on that have had a
big impact on your career or on a community?
One of the first projects I worked on at VHB was the 7-year
Mini-Roundabouts Before and After Successful Case
Studies for the FHWA Office of Safety R&D, where I started
as one of the Site Engineers and became the Principal
Investigator and author of the final study report. Another
big project I am working on right now is the VDOT I-66
EMP, Transform 66 Outside the Beltway, where I serve as
Engineer of Record and subconsultant DPM for the
development of the ITS, communications and tolling
components for the managed lanes system (MLS) of 25
miles of I‑66 outside the beltway. Furthermore, I most enjoy
managing and working on the corridor studies and projects
that help grow and serve my local community in Loudoun
County.
  
6. What is your favorite WDCSITE, activity/event you
have participated in and what
activity/event/presentation would you like to see next?
While I enjoy all technical and social activities with my
WDCSITE peers and friends, my favorite WDCSITE events
are the local government technical meetings, as they allow
the region’s transportation communities to share
experiences in addressing the common challenges we face.
Another favorite WDCSITE activity is the annual Audi Field
event that gets us closer to our peers and friends from
VASITE and YPT, while enjoying DC United soccer games. I
am looking forward to seeing more in-person WDCSITE
events and activities after staying mostly virtual for the past
two years.
 
7. When and how did you get involved with ITE and
how has your involvement in ITE, especially WDCSITE,
helped your career?
I have been actively involved with ITE since I moved to the
United States in 2007, as part of Virginia Tech’s ITE
Students Chapter. I had many opportunities to present my
mini-roundabouts research work at different ITE venues,
including Mid-Colonial District meetings as well as Joint



International ITE meetings. I also obtained my ITE’s PTOE
certification in 2019. Additionally, last year, I had the honor
to organize and moderate one of the WDCSITE technical
meeting for Loudoun County. My involvement in ITE has
helped me to stay connected with my professional peers,
and to keep up with the most recent state of the practice in
the transportation profession.
       
8. What topic (besides connected and autonomous
vehicles) are you most interested in seeing progress in
the next 10-15 years in the transportation industry?
I am most interested in seeing progress in using innovative
technology in transportation systems, including
deployment of intelligent transportation systems at the
different network levels. I am also interested in progressing
the implementation of innovative intersections and
interchanges, especially roundabouts.
  
9. What advice would you give to a young
transportation engineer? 
My advice to young transportation engineers is to be open
and flexible to exploring as many transportation and traffic
areas and project types in their early career years, which will
allow them to build their broad experience in the field and
to acquire and expand their technical skills.

WDCSITE Job Postings

Please see the list of new job postings below. Listings
are also shown on the WDCSITE Job Portal.

Arlington County - Mobility Lab Research
Manager
Enos - Various Openings
Fairfax County - Development Review Section
Chief (Exp. Date: 1/28/2022)
Prince George's County - Planner II (Exp. Date:
2/2/2022)
WMATA - Business Intelligence Analyst (Exp. Date:
1/30/2022)
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https://destinationsalesandmarketinggroup.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Mobility-Lab-Research-Manager-Job-Posting-January-2022.pdf
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https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/fairfaxcounty/jobs/3373819/development-review-section-chief-planner-iv?page=4&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/mncppc/jobs/3376517/planner-ii-10957-grade-24
https://careers.wmata.com/psc/careers/EXT_APPLICANT/HRMS/c/HRS_HRAM.HRS_CE.GBL?Page=HRS_CE_JOB_DTL&Action=A&SiteId=1&JobOpeningId=211119&PostingSeq=1&


WDCSITE New Members

WDCSITE would like to offer a warm welcome to all new
ITE members from our section!

New Members
Bohdan Bartsch
Jackie Chandler

Sarah Fowler
Danielle Lombardi
Aneliz Rocabado

WDCSITE is happy to have you aboard and looks
forward to your future participation.

2021 WDCSITE Sponsors

Premier Sponsor

Premier Sponsor

Premier Sponsor

Premier Sponsor



We would love to hear your thoughts / comments / suggestions on the newsletter. Please feel
free to reach out to us!



Thank You,
The Newsletter Committee

Contact Us
      

Washington DC Section of ITE (WDCSITE) | 100 M Street, SE, Suite 910, Washington, DC
20003

Unsubscribe apochowski@kittelson.com
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