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President's Message

I hope this latest edition of
the WDCSITE Newsletter finds
you healthy and safe. The
2021 WDCSITE Annual
Conference and
Awards Meeting was held
virtually on November 17 and
18. Like last year, the event
was split into two half-day
sessions to reduce screen “fatigue” and allow flexibility
for attendees. The event was a great success with over
125 registrants. Under the leadership of Adam
Greenstein, the planning committee assembled a great
set of technical presentations covering a wide range of
hot topics in the transportation industry, such as equity
and social issues in transportation, and agencies’
approaches to manage and adapt to emerging
challenges. Additionally, Dr. Anthony Saka and Dr.
Stephen Arhin featured as the keynote speakers to
discuss challenges and opportunities experienced by
students and faculty members at Historically Black
Colleges and Universities. Below this message, you will
find additional details about the Annual Meeting.

WDCSITE recently held elections for the Baltimore Area
Director position, with Lili Liang of Maryland
Transportation Authority elected by the WDCSITE
membership. Lili has not only been an active participant
with our Section over the last few years, but she has
also recently been selected for the 2021 class of the
Young Leaders to Follow program. With her active
involvement in ITE at the Section and International
Level, Lili will be a great addition to the Board. Please
join me in congratulating Lili and wishing her the very
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Quick Links

WDCSITE Webpage

WDCSITE Awards

ITE Professional
Development
Record Keeping
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ITE Employment
Center

Stay In Touch

Join our mailing list
by
clicking on the
image
above.

Upcoming
Events

12/11 - 2021
WDCSITE Holiday
Social

Stay tuned to the
WCDSITE website,
Facebook,
Linkedin, or
Twitter for any
new
announcements.

best for her tenure with WDCSITE.

Finally, while the holiday season approaches, we still
have one more event planned: the 2021 WDCSITE
Holiday Social. As always, if you have any questions,
comments, or suggestions on our organization and
events, please feel free to reach out to me via
bcesme@kittelson.com or phone (202.836.4008).
 
Sincerely,
Burak Cesme
2021 WDCSITE President

2022 MCDITE Annual Conference:
Abstract Submission Deadline Extended
to December 17th

The deadline to submit abstracts for the 2022 Mid-
Colonial District Annual Conference has been extended
to December 17th. Suggested abstract topics include
infrastructure funding, the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic on transportation, innovative solutions, and
safety/Vision Zero. However, abstract submittals on all
transportation-related topics are welcome.

Please use the Abstract Submission Form, linked below,
to submit your abstract.

Abstract Submission Form

Public Agency Participation Committee:
DDOT Representative Vacancy

WDCSITE is seeking to fill a vacancy for a DDOT
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To view the
calendar of events,
webinars, and
meetings
organized by ITE
and its partners,
please click on the
image above.
Schedule
dates are subject to
change.

To view the current
job postings via
WDCSITE, please
click on the image
above.

Volunteers
Are you interested
in volunteering with
events, meetings, &
other activities for
WDCSITE? We are
looking for
motivated
enthusiastic
individuals to further
WDCSITE's goals
and
make us the
professional
organization of
choice.
Please contact
Sogand Karbalaieali
or Elisa Mitchell to
volunteer.

Topics and

representative on our Public Agency Participation
Committee. If you are interested in the vacancy or wish
to seek more information, please contact the WDCSITE
Board.

ITE Releases MTIASD for Comments

ITE has released the proposed Multimodal
Transportation Impact Analysis for Site Development
(MTIASD) Recommended Practice in order to solicit
comments from readers.

The purpose of the document is to provide guidance
for preparing and reviewing multimodal transportation
impact analysis studies for certain types of land use
changes and site developments. When finalized, the
MTIASD is intended to replace the current
Transportation Impact Analyses for Site Development
Recommended Practice, published September 2010.

The MTIASD is available here in the ITE Bookstore.
Comments from readers must be submitted by readers
via mail (address provided below) or e-mail by
Thursday, January 6th, 2022.

Mailing Address:
Institute of Transportation Engineers
1627 Eye Street, NW, Suite 550
Washington, DC 20006 USA

TransportationCamp DC 2022
Registration Now Open

TransportationCamp DC 2022 will be held on Saturday,
January 8th, 2022, and tickets are now available to be
purchased. This year's event will be held virtually
through Zoom and Slack.

As described on the Transportation for America
website, TransportationCamp is a place for all self-
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Speakers

We are always
looking for fresh
ideas, topics, and
presentations. If you
are interested in
presenting at a
WDCSITE event,
please reach out to
Burak Cesme.

Presentations from
all transportation
and related
disciplines are
welcome.

2021 WDCSITE
EXECUTIVE

BOARD

Burak Cesme
President

Adam Greenstein
Vice President

Jon Crisafi
Secretary / Treasurer

professed “transportation nerds,” from advocates to
planners, from students to business leaders, to propose
and lead sessions. To buy tickets or learn more
information about the event, please visit the
TransportationCamp DC 2022 webpage on the
Transportation for America website.

WDCSITE Annual Meeting: Day 1 Recap

For the second consecutive year, WDCSITE held its
Annual Meeting in a virtual setting. However, that did
not stop our section from putting together a
phenomenal event with a full slate of speakers and
presentations. The event kicked off on Wednesday,
November 17th.

Keynote Speakers
Day 1 began with a keynote address from two
esteemed professors from HBCU institutions: Dr.
Anthony Saka, professor and Chair of the Department
of Transportation and Urban Infrastructure Studies in
the School of Engineering at Morgan State University,
and Dr. Stephen Arhin, professor in Civil and
Environmental Engineering and Director of the
Transportation Research and Data Center at Howard
University. Both professors are also Fellows of ITE. Dr.
Saka and Dr. Arhin shared their experiences and
perspectives in the transportation field at HBCUs,
among other topics.

Dr. Anthony Saka (left) and Dr. Stephen Arhin (right)
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Elisa Mitchell
Baltimore Area

Director

Sogand Karbalaieali
DC Area Director

John Rectanus
Financial Assistant

David Duarte
District

Representative &
Immediate Past

President

Dr. Stephen Arhin Addresses our Virtual Conference
Audience

Award Ceremony
Following the Keynote Address was the Awards
Ceremony. WDCSITE was lucky to have numerous
excellent nominations and submissions for the awards
and scholarships. Please see the list of winners, with
photos, below.

David Duarte - Morris J. Rothenberg Past President's
Award Winner
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Sogand Karbalaieali (left) and Jon Crisafi (right) - Amy
Polk and Selman Altun Young Professional of the Year

Award Winners

Dan Hardy - Appreciation Award Winner

Richard Retting - Transportation Service Award Winner

Eric Gray (left) and Jim Russ (right) - Community
Transportation Award Winners



Route 9 Pedestrian Safety and Traffic Calming, Hillsboro
VA (Volkert) - Project of the Year Award Winner

Xavier Harmony (top left), Yen-Hsiang Chen (top right),
and Nneoma Ugwu (bottom) - Pat Timbrook Student

Scholarship Recipients

Technical Session 1: Equity — Seeing Social
Transportation Challenges Through a Different Lens
Day 1 concluded with the first technical session, which
was led by two speakers who highlight inequities within
our transportation systems on a regular basis. Elizabeth
Greenspan is an urban anthropologist who writes about
cities, politics, and design. Kriston Jae Bethel is a
photographer with a focus on documentary, editorial
and portrait work that frequently connects the stories
of ordinary people with national and global issues. Both
speakers are based in Philadelphia and have been
featured in numerous publications and media outlets.

Elizabeth and Kriston's presentation focused on how
transportation policy ideologies of the past have
impacted urban communities, citing the Nicetown



neighborhood of Philadelphia and the construction of
the Roosevelt Boulevard Extension in the mid-20th
century. These impacts include the displacement of
people from their homes, the restriction from access to
amenities, less walkable communities, and negative
environmental consequences. Their presentation also
touched on how policy makers, engineers, and planners
can rectify mistakes of the past and improve the quality
of life in urban communities, particularly those that are
disadvantaged.

Kriston Bethel (left) and Elizabeth Greenspan (right)

View of the Roosevelt Boulevard Extension

The Roosevelt Boulevard Extension overpass in Nicetown.
The land underneath the bridge is sometimes repurposed



for community sporting events.

WDCSITE Annual Meeting: Day 2 Recap

Day 2 of the Annual Meeting took place during the
afternoon of Thursday, November 18th. The
proceedings for the day included the Project of the Year
presentation, the yearly business update, two technical
sessions, and a social hour.

Project of the Year
This year's Project of the Year is the Route 9 Pedestrian
Safety and Traffic Calming Project in the Town of
Hillsboro, Virginia. Presenting on the project were Hari
Thaker and Bobby Hester of Volkert. Roger Vance and
Amy Marasco, the Mayor and Vice Mayor of Hillsboro,
respectively, were in attendance to answer questions
after the presentation.

Hillsboro is a small town of less than 200 residents
located in rural western Loudoun County. Over the
years, Route 9, which cuts through the town, has
become a primary highway and a major regional
commuter route. Route 9's growth led to safety
concerns amongst the residents of Hillsboro, who had
to deal with speeding traffic driving through their town.

Hari and Bobby's presentation covered the history of
the project dating back to the early planning stages.
Additionally, they highlighted the many features of this
project:

Historic context
Complete streets approach
Two roundabouts and three raised crosswalks
ADA-compliant sidewalks
Shared-use path
On-street parking
Pedestrian LED/Bluetooth-enabled lighting
Undergrounding all overhead powerlines and
telecom
New 6" drinking water and LP sewer force main



The project team collaborated with various stakeholders
through the life cycle of the project.

Average speeds along Route 9 through Hillsboro are
signficantly lower since the completion of the project.

WDCSITE Business Update
The WDCSITE Business Update has become something
of a yearly tradition at WDCSITE annual meetings. This
year's version covered a lot of ground, given the high
levels of activity within our section over the past twelve
months.

The Business Update was led by Burak Cesme, this
year's president, and started with a moment of
recognition for the 2021 WDCSITE Board, Programming
Committee, Outreach Team, STEM Committee, Public
Agency Participation Committee, and University
Liaisons for all of their hard work. Next, Burak
announced the members of the 2022 WDCSITE Board.
They are as follows:

President - Adam Greenstein
Vice President - Jon Crisafi
Secretary/Treasurer - Elisa Mitchell
DC Area Director - Sogand Karbalaieali
Baltimore Area Director - Lili Liang
Financial Assistant - Krishna Patnam
District Representative and Immediate Past
President - Burak Cesme



WDCSITE gives a warm welcome to two new board
members: Lili Liang, who won the election for Baltimore
Area Director, and Krishna Patnam, who will be the next
Financial Assistant and previously served as President.
Additionally, thank you to David Duarte and Jon
Rectanus, who are both departing the board, for their
many years of hard-work and service. As 2021
Immediate Past President, David led the swearing-in of
the 2022 Board.

The Business Update continued with a budget
summary, followed by a recap of the 26 events that
took place over the past twelve months, which ranged
from technical meetings to STEM events to social
gatherings. Afterwards, notable achievements amongst
ITE members were recognized. Burak concluded his
presentation of a forecast of what upcoming meetings
are on the horizon at the section, district, and
international level.

Lastly, Burak gave the floor to Adam Greenstein, the
2022 WDCSITE President. Adam spoke about his four
key focus areas for the section in 2022: STEM, broaden
the reach to all transportation professionals,
engagement with underrepresented agencies, and
equity.

Technical Session 2: Bus Technology Roundtable
The first technical session of the day was the Bus
Technology Roundtable, which was moderated by
Corey Pitts, the Planning Section Manager at the
Montgomery County Department of Transportation.
Joining Corey were four panelists with expertise in
emerging bus technology:

Raphael Alfred, Director - Technology and
Business Operations, Washington Metropolitan
Area Transit Authority
Efon Epanty, Transit Service Manager - Prince
George’s County Department of Public Works and
Transportation
Patricia Happ, Senior Transit Technology Program
Manager - Northern Virginia Transportation
Commission
Michael Helta, Chief Innovation Officer -
Maryland Department of Transportation Maryland
Transit Administration

The conversation amongst the panelists touched on a
variety of topics, including zero emission buses,
intelligent transportation systems, Mobility as a Service,
fare technology, workforce training, and bus rapid
transit technology.



Corey Pitts

Raphael Alfred (left) and Efon Epanty (right)

Patricia Happ (left) and Michael Helta (right)



Bus technology panel discussion

Technical Session 3: Local Leaders Spotlight
During the second technical session of the day - and
last of the Annual Meeting - attendees heard from two
public sector leaders in our region.

First to speak was Susan Shaw, the MegaProjects
director for VDOT's Northern Virginia District. During
her presentation, she provided an overview of the
Northern Virginia regional express lanes network. Susan
also talked about the various transit investments being
planned along the major transportation corridors of the
district.

Afterwards, Bernard Cochran, the Acting Director for
the Charles County Department of Public Works, gave
our audience an overview of the maintenance
responsibilities of the department. These
responsibilities include the following: roadside tree care,
roadway and driveway culvert replacements, County
watershed protection and restoration, sign
maintenance and repair, surface treatment, and snow
removal, among other activities. Additionally, Bernard
explained how the Department communicates roadway
maintenance needs to the public.



Susan Shaw (left) and Bernard Cochran (right)

ITE New Members

WDCSITE would like to offer a warm welcome to all new
ITE members from our section!

New Members
Xueyu Gao

Jana B. Potvin

WDCSITE is happy to have you aboard and looks
forward to your future participation.

2021 WDCSITE Sponsors

Premier Sponsor

Premier Sponsor



Premier Sponsor

Premier Sponsor



We would love to hear your thoughts / comments / suggestions on the newsletter. Please feel
free to reach out to us!

Thank You,
The Newsletter Committee

Contact Us
      

Washington DC Section of ITE (WDCSITE) | 100 M Street, SE, Suite 910, Washington, DC
20003

Unsubscribe apochowski@kittelson.com
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