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President's Message
Hello WDCSITE,

I hope this latest edition of the WDCSITE Newsletter finds
you healthy and safe while enjoying the last days of
summer. We have been continuing to monitor the COVID-
19 pandemic guidelines and available information for
events. Given the fast-spreading Delta variant of the
coronavirus, a troubling rise in COVID-19 cases, and the
mask mandate in D.C. that went into effect on July 31 for
indoor public settings regardless of vaccination status, we
have decided to move forward with a virtual Annual Meeting. Similar to last year, the
Annual Meeting will be two half-day meetings to be held on November 17 and 18. The
meeting will include keynote speakers, various technical sessions, along with awards,
breaks and social activities. We are in the process of finalizing the agenda and hoping to
share it with you in the next few weeks.
  
While the Annual Meeting will be virtual again, we recognize that hybrid meetings will
eventually be the common meeting format to offer increased flexibility for participants. To
get additional information and lessons learned related to such meetings, WDCSITE has
been coordinating with ITE Headquarters and other Sections, who have recently
organized hybrid meetings. We will continue to learn from others to better prepare
ourselves for hybrid meetings. Meanwhile, we are looking for volunteers to support the
"Hybrid/Streaming Committee" to facilitate such meetings in the future.

As part of WDCSITE's continued initiative to support the student community, we are
providing annual scholarships to those students who have demonstrated outstanding
work in the transportation field. The applications for the student scholarship are due
September 30th. Please check our   Scholarship Program site for application details.
Another continued initiative that has been very successful over the last few years is the
WDCSITE Project of the Year Award. The application deadline for the Project of the Year
Award is also September 30th. For application details, please visit the Project of the Year
Award site. If you have any questions on the Scholarship Program or the Project of the
Year Award, please reach out to Vivek Hariharan.

WDCSITE is organizing two great events in September. On September 14, we will have a
meeting with Caroline County to discuss rural transportation issues with a focus on
freight, emergency vehicles, and rural transit systems. On September 29, we will have a
joint meeting with VASITE and YPT at Audi Field that will feature technical sessions and
followed by the soccer game. Please be on the lookout for emails for the event
registrations.

http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1112531363652&ea=&a=1137211003423
https://www.facebook.com/Washington-DC-Section-Institute-of-Transportation-Engineers-336006217090306/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel&eid=ARAexFTE_rRGpl_KbvvvBZf6RIJzx_V2BRU851KcQh9A7Tx0vKBcLnbalXskB14AeAHcI8Uec91Q1CxB
https://twitter.com/wdcsite
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjGod_x9pDsAhUj01kKHRt4DzQQFjAAegQIAxAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUCjOdY_iNVztlxgvDq28yYSw%2Fabout&usg=AOvVaw3eljdQRJsXdgQgkC4Gx_Fq
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ite-washington-dc-section/
http://c/Users/etang/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/OGBG8UIF/Scholarship%20Website
http://c/Burak%20Local/SimCap%20and%20ITE/2021%20WDCSITE/Newsletter/Scholarship%20Website
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Upcoming Events

9/14 - Caroline County
Virtual Meeting
 
9/16 - Takoma Park
STEM Event  
 
9/29 -  Audi Field
Technical Meeting

11/17-18 - WDCSITE
Annual Meeting

  
Stay tuned to the
WDCSITE website,

Facebook, LinkedIn,
or Twitter for any

new announcements.

To view the calendar of
events, webinars, and
meetings organized by
ITE and its partners,
please click on the
image above. Schedule

As always, if you have any questions, comments, or suggestions on our organization and
events, please feel free to reach out to me via  bcesme@kittelson.com or phone
(202.836.4008).
 
Sincerely,
Burak Cesme
2021 WDCSITE President

WDCSITE Scholarship Program - Deadline September 30th
 

WDCSITE has been serving Transportation Engineers and Planners in the DC metro region
for many years. We have brought professionals together at various events to exchange
ideas and create synergy within the field. In addition, we have shown our commitment to
the student community by making all of our events/meetings free to students to
encourage interaction between them and transportation professionals. WDCSITE has also
organized events such as resume workshops and career counseling at various university
campus to engage students.
 
Continuing with our involvement and encouragement of the student community,
WDCSITE provides annual student scholarships. These scholarships are aimed to
recognize students for their hard work while encouraging them to fulfill their course work
in Transportation Engineering/Planning and to pursue a career in the field of
transportation. The scholarships are aimed at students who have demonstrated
extraordinary interest in the transportation field. The intention of the scholarships is to
provide financial support for their studies. Up to two undergraduate or graduate students
will receive a scholarship in the amount of  $500  each. The application deadline is
September 30th. 
 
Please click the following links to see the application and all of the details.

 Background Information
Application Form

Application Referral Form 

2021 WDCSITE Project of the Year Award - Deadline September 30th 

The 2021 WDCSITE Project of the Year award is given to a project that
applied innovative methods and techniques to solve a transportation
problem/issue for the overall betterment of the community. The project
should clearly demonstrate the use of effective and trend setting solutions
that reflect in-depth knowledge in the field of transportation.
 
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS:

The competition is limited to agencies/consultants and projects located
within the WDCSITE geographic area: Washington DC, Maryland,
Northern Virginia (Arlington, Fairfax, Loudoun, and Prince William
Counties)
Project should be able to highlight substantial involvement of at least
one WDCSITE member
Project may be of any type (study, design, or construction) or
magnitude
Substantial portion of the project must have been completed before
August 15th of the year of submission

http://www.wdcsite.org/
http://wdcsite.org/awards/
http://www.ite.org/pdrks/default.asp
http://jobs.ite.org/
http://wdcsite.org/join-wdcsite/
http://wdcsite.org/
https://www.facebook.com/WashDCSITE
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ite-washington-dc-section/
https://twitter.com/wdcsite
https://www.ite.org/events-meetings/event-calendar/
mailto:bcesme@kittelson.com
http://wdcsite.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/1_Annual-ITE-Scholarship-Background-Info.pdf
http://wdcsite.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/2_Annual-ITE-Scholarship-Application-Form.pdf
http://wdcsite.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/3_Annual-ITE-Scholarship-Application-Referral-Form.pdf


dates are subject to
change.

To view the current job
postings via WDCSITE,
please click on the
image above.

Volunteers

Are you interested in
volunteering with events,
meetings, & other
activities with WDCSITE?
We are looking for
motivated enthusiastic
individuals to further
WDCSITE's goal and
make us the professional
organization of choice.
Please contact Sogand
Karbalaieali or Elisa
Mitchell to volunteer.

Topics and Speakers
 
We are always looking
for fresh ideas, topics,
and presentations. If you
are interested presenting
at a WDCSITE event,
please reach out to David
Duarte. 
 
Presentations from all
transportation and
related disciplines are
welcome.

2021 WDCSITE
EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The committee will accept submission of projects that are work-in-
progress. However, should your project be selected for the award, the
same project cannot be submitted again for consideration the next two
(2) years

CRITERIA FOR JUDGEMENT:
Projects submitted for this award will be judged on the following criteria:

Use of sound engineering principles with application of innovative
solutions and ideas
Social, environmental, and significance of the project to the relevant
community/area
Project complexity and net benefit of the project
Technical value to the transportation engineering profession
Dollar value of the project will not be a major consideration while
evaluating submissions

SUBMISSION ITEMS:

The submittal shall consist of a project description of no more than two
pages that outlines its benefits (including graphics/pictures)
Include the name of the agency/firm, project location and information
necessary to judge the project based on the stated criteria
Up to two additional pages of drawings/graphics will be accepted as
an appendix (if necessary)
Applicants are also encouraged to submit a technical paper about their
project for presentation at the annual meeting

Please reach out to Vivek Hariharan for any questions. 

Call for Volunteers - Takoma Park STEM Event
We are looking for volunteers to help with an after-school STEM event the afternoon of
September 16. The event will be aimed at middle school students where we'll teach them
about the types of signs we use to convey information to road users. For information
please contact Eric Tang.

Caroline County Virtual Meeting - September 14
On September 14, we will be hosting a virtual meeting featuring efforts in Caroline
County, Maryland to address rural business considerations for freight and workforce
traffic. Please be on the lookout for additional information on this meeting.

Audi Field Event - September 29

http://wdcsite.org/opportunities/
mailto:skarbalaieali@atcsplc.com
mailto:emitchell@wrallp.com
mailto:dduarte@jmt.com
mailto:Vivek.Hariharan@rsandh.com
http://etang@vhb.com/
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Please join your fellow colleagues for the 2nd Annual WDCSITE/VASITE/YPT Joint Summer
Meeting on Wednesday, September 29, 2021 for a technical event and soccer match at
Washington D.C.'s sports arena, Audi Field in Buzzard Point! The event will include
technical presentations, appetizers, drinks, and tickets to the DC United versus Minnesota
United FC afterwards, all on site at the stadium! Doors will open at 4:30 PM, and the game
kicks off at 8:00 PM.

 
This meeting is an excellent opportunity to meet and network with fellow members of
WDCSITE, VASITE, and YPT while exploring one of D.C.'s newest entertainment venues.
Our meeting and presentations will take place in the Director's Club Meeting Room,
situated on the east side of the stadium and directly overlooking the construction of the
South Capitol Street Bridge. Presentations will be followed by appetizers and drinks for
social hour. PDH credit(s) will be available.

 
Sponsorship opportunities are available! If you are interested in sponsoring this event,
please contact Jon Crisafi.

 

Call for Volunteers - Hybrid/Streaming Committee

WDCSITE is in search of volunteers who can focus on the feasibility, needs, and process to
allow our meetings to be held both in-person and virtually (hybrid meetings). The
WDCSITE board and leadership recognizes providing hybrid meetings is one of the better
ways to reach a larger share of membership and have resolved to explore ways to offer
this option. Recognizing this effort requires more than setting up a webcam, the WDCSITE
leadership is looking for volunteers to support a committee to explore how to facilitate
these meetings. The goals of this committee include (but are not limited to):

Benchmarking other ITE Sections'/Districts' hybrid meeting experience;
Exploring outsourcing/hiring streaming support services;
Identifying equipment and service needs (cameras/microphones/etc.);
Developing estimated costs for purchasing equipment/services, and;
Developing procedures for setting up, facilitating, and storing equipment.

Anyone who has prior experience with audio-video/streaming would be great but not
required. For those who are interested, please reach out to WDCSITE Secretary, Jon

mailto:bcesme@kittelson.com
mailto:adam.greenstein@wsp.com
mailto:jcrisafi@kittelson.com
mailto:emitchell@wrallp.com
mailto:skarbalaieali@atcsplc.com
mailto:jcrisafi@kittelson.com
mailto:jcrisafi@kittelson.com
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Crisafi.

Save the Date - 2021 Virtual WDCSITE Annual Meeting
The 2021 WDCSITE Virtual Annual Conference and Awards Meeting will be held on
Wednesday, November 17th for a morning session and Thursday, November 18th for an
afternoon session. 

The event will feature keynote speeches, technical sessions, a WDCSITE year in review,
recognitions for Project of the Year, Student Scholarships, and Section awards, as well as
social activities with prizes!

Please stay tuned in the upcoming weeks for more details.

ITE Mid-Colonial District 2022 Elections Results
The ITE Mid-Colonial District 2022 Election results have been announced and we want to
recognize WDCSITE members who have been elected to their positions!
 
ITE International Director: Jerry Baxter
Vice President: Seth Young
MCDITE Secretary / Treasurer: Vivek Hariharan

Congratulations again and best of luck serving in your role!

2022 Mid-Colonial District Annual Conference
The 2022 ITE Mid-Colonial District Annual Conference has been announced! Please see
the graphic below for event information.

Streateries Panel Recap
On August 2, WDCSITE hosted a panel to discuss the implementation of Streateries across
our region. During the COVID-19 pandemic, you may have seen a number of streets or
lanes being closed to accommodate outdoor dining and physical distancing. These street
eateries, or Streateries, provided a lifeline for restaurants that otherwise would not have
been able to operate with prohibitions on indoor dining. During our event, we heard from
Anna Chamberlin of the District Department of Transportation, Graham Young of
Baltimore City Department of Transportation, and Michael Paylor of Montgomery County
Department of Transportation who each described their efforts to make these Streateries 
a reality, the challenges they faced during their implementation, and opportunities to
continue their operation even with the resumption of indoor dining.

mailto:jrectanus@wallacemontgomery.com
mailto:DDuarte@jmt.com
mailto:jcrisafi@kittelson.com


Loudoun County Technical Meeting Recap
On August 12th, WDCSITE hosted its annual Loudoun County virtual technical meeting,
featuring two excellent presentations from the Loudoun County Department of
Transportation and Capital Infrastructure (DTCI). 

Enrique Gonzalez (Loudoun DTCI), presented the latest updates from the Loudoun County
Intersection Improvement Program. He shared the background of the program
development that provided a data-driven process to systematically identify problematic
intersections to preempt incidents or complaints. This program involved conducting an
inventory of non-signalized, signalized, and roundabout intersections along roadways
listed in the Countywide Transportation Plan (CTP) and non-CTP roadways of significance.
Currently, this program evaluated intersections based on traffic volumes and crash
history.

Laura Ghosh (Loudoun DTCI), presented the current initiatives that are a part of the
County's Sidewalk and Trail program including implementation considerations, ongoing
development of conceptual diagrams, prioritization of rural missing links and equity
analysis activities. This presentation built up on the one that Laura delivered on the
program during the October 2020 WDCSITE Loudoun County technical meeting.

With a great turnout, we would like to thank all of our participants - attendees, presenters
and organizers - for taking part in this successful event. We are looking forward to the
next Loudoun County technical meeting in 2022.

For those who were not able to join the meeting, a video recording of the meeting can be
accessed from WDCSITE YouTube channel at the following link: WDCSITE Aug 12th, 2021
- Meeting Recording.

WDCSITE Job Postings

 New postings are available on the WCDSITE Job Portal web page. For more information,
see the table below.

Company/Agency Job Posting Title and
Website Link Contact Person Expiration Date

Loudoun County
Department of

Transportation and
Capital Infrastructure

(DTCI)

Senior
Transportation Planner  9/9/2021

ITE International and Other News
LeadershipITE 2022 Applications 

For 2022, LeadershipITE will be a hybrid experience. 2022 LeadershipITE will consist of two
in-person sessions and nine virtual sessions. This hybrid approach will allow you to
connect with your peers in person to kick off the year, support and balance your

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001qmG8ir4Q0N53zNs7zArSEVh24jc-Z6MhSsxATQwSDE3fUS-Ft-oUSBz39DWw9D9OrBeBrj5wNzCc4gqhF4wFSvSMWd1Zzz0M4CHAUOM_N-QkMmbU7KfaxPWsCh7dIb0Yilmcfg354Z1MRlJR7uMbYbtPSVPSxEONoXZj0vz18uIxL4tPMEIcepTHwNUjGPuqKmTdHGZnZQY%3D%26c%3DclzOIasLCLTisRZssBL3_XGLuJ_3_btLUrsvNECaxqWwjVNiC9EKXg%3D%3D%26ch%3DxVXiOREivZYGDKx__Vyi8144vaCLi6Ptq4PD_ra8ji3i_y1PDAfeOA%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7CETang%40VHB.com%7C1fb4f9a98e5f4baa935908d96e2492eb%7C365c5e99f68f4beb89d9abecb41b1a1b%7C0%7C0%7C637661925637406035%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=HgNNNmdPeg4Xkkvei6aoaCzFvA4H%2BC0S54vWkQoPZG0%3D&reserved=0
http://wdcsite.org/opportunities/
https://www.jobapscloud.com/LDN/sup/bulpreview.asp?R1=19&R2=A1T&R3=1545


professional and personal lifestyle through virtual workshops throughout the year, and
end with an in-person graduation and celebration.  The deadline for submitting an
application is September 15th. Please visit the LeadershipITE site to apply or learn more
about the program.

TCD Student Challenge

High school, college, and university students (undergraduate and graduate) are
encouraged to participate in the 2022 Traffic Control Device Student Challenge,
sponsored by ATSSA and the TRB Standing Committee on Traffic Control Devices. 
Participants may be selected to present their designs during the 2022 TRB Annual
Meeting.  Three winning teams will win a cash prize and can present their submissions at
ATSSA's 52nd Annual Convention & Traffic Expo in Tampa. Deadline for submittals is
October 1, 2021. For information, visit the contest site.

ITE International Sustainability Committee Call for Volunteers

ITE's Sustainability Standing Committee is always looking for volunteers to participate in
its activities. Please visit the Committee's page to learn more.

Meet-a-Member: Lili Liang
1. Please introduce yourself and tell us about your role in
WDCSITE.
My name is Lili Liang. Before joining the Maryland Department of
Transportation in 2018, I worked at private consulting firms for
more than 9 years. I currently work as a traffic design engineering
manager with the Maryland Transportation Authority, the toll
authority under MDOT. I am a new member of the WDCSITE
leadership team. I will help to coordinate events and activities in
the Baltimore area.
 
2. Please tell us a little bit about your family.  
I was born and raised in Shanghai, China. I came to the US for my
Master degree in 2007. Since then, I have lived in Bozeman, Montana, Walnut Creek, CA,
and finally in Maryland, where I met my husband. We live in Howard County, MD with our
6-year-old son. 
 
3. Please tell us something about your hobbies and activities outside work.
I like traveling and have visited the majority of US states. My next plan is to travel around
the world. During the pandemic lockdown, I have found a new hobby of growing house
plants. I enjoy propagating plant from leaves and watch them grow into new plants. I
enjoy training mini trees to grow in a specific shape I like.
 
4. Tell us briefly about your work - firm/organization, your role. What does your
typical workday look like?
I have worked for the Maryland Transportation Authority (MDTA) for three years. Since
1971, MDTA has been responsible for constructing, managing, operating and improving
the State's eight toll facilities, as well as financing new revenue producing transportation
projects. All of the MDTA's projects and services are funded through tolls paid by the
customers who use the MDTA's facilities. My daily work includes managing capital
projects and AE contract tasks, reviewing submittals, developing standards and
guidelines, as well as addressing citizen requests.
 
5. What projects have you worked on that have had a big impact on your career or
on a community?
I am managing a $7-million interim high-speed Automatic Electric Toll conversion project
to remove toll plaza at Tydings Bridge on I-95 in Cecil County, MD. In response to COVID-
19, the project eliminates the contact between drivers and toll collectors at the toll

https://www.ite.org/professional-and-career-development/leadershipite/
https://www.atssa.com/Technical-Services/Innovation/TCD-Student-Challenge
https://www.ite.org/technical-resources/councils/planning-council/sustainability/


booths, and prevent the spread of disease. I have gained the experience of promoting
good collaboration and cooperation among consultants and contractors, as well as
among different departments of engineering, construction, planning, police, operations,
public relationships, etc.
 
6. What is your favorite WDCSITE, activity/event you have participated in and what
activity/event/presentation would you like to see next?
My favorite WDCSITE event are the technical meetings, where I learn the knowledge from
local peers. I am looking forward to attending hybrid events. WDCSITE is calling for
volunteers to support the hybrid meetings. I wish to build a stronger connection with
more members, such as the Eastern Shore. 
 
7. When and how did you get involved with ITE and how has your involvement in
ITE, especially WDCSITE, helped your career?
I joined ITE as a student member in 2007. I got more involved with ITE in recent years. I
am a Safety Council Executive Committee member, Learning Hub webinar coordinator,
Annual Meeting abstract reviewer, Vision Zero sandbox competition preparer, and
LeadershipITE alumnus. I am recognized as one of the 2021 ITE Young Leaders to Follow.
ITE plays an important role along my career path, where I build connections with other
transportation professions, and learn the latest trends, emerging topics, and new
technologies in the industry.
 
8. What topic (besides connected and autonomous vehicles) are you most interested
in seeing progress in the next 10-15 years in the transportation industry?
I am most interested in seeing how the transportation industry will regulate and react to
the use of airspace and outer space. First commercial space travel was launched in July
2021, which opens the door of space tourism to the public. Non-military drones account
for a big market in the not too distant future, including online shopping parcel delivery,
infrastructure inspection, surveillance, and investigation. I am curious to see the
development of air mobility: the third dimension of mobility, when human beings use
more and more aircraft for various purposes.
 
9. What advice would you give to a young transportation engineer?
The advice I would like to give to young transportation engineers is to keep current on
other disciplines. With the growth of your role and responsibility, you will work on and
may manage large transportation projects. These projects require the comprehensive
knowledge and coordination among different disciplines. While you are an expert on
transportation engineering, you will add additional value to the project with your
knowledge on other engineering disciplines and emerging topics.

ITE New Members
WDCSITE would like to offer a warm welcome to all new ITE members from our section!
 

New Members
Anahita Mazidi

WDCSITE is happy to have you aboard and looks forward to your future participation.

2021 WDCSITE Sponsors
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https://jmt.com/#s1
https://pm.umd.edu/
https://www.wsp.com/
https://www.atcsplc.com/
https://www.centuryeng.com/
http://endescoinc.com/services.html
http://www.hntb.com/
https://www.kimley-horn.com/
https://www.kittelson.com/
https://www.mccormicktaylor.com/
https://meadhunt.com/
https://www.ptvgroup.com/en-us/
http://www.rkk.com/


 
 

   

 

 
 

   

We would love to hear your thoughts / comments / suggestions on the newsletter. Please
feel free to reach out to our newsletter committee!

Thank You,

Dana Slone, Krishna Patnam, Eric Tang, & Philip Koloski
Newsletter Committee
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