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President's Message
Hello WDCSITE,

I hope this latest edition of the WDCSITE Newsletter
finds you healthy and safe. As we have started to
return to pre-pandemic levels and experience some
normalcy, one big question for the WDCSITE board
and leadership is whether we will continue to hold
future events virtually or transition to hybrid meetings
where attendees can participate in the event either
virtually or physically. To gather feedback from you
and understand your willingness to attend meetings and events in-person, we have
sent out a survey to gauge your interest with in-person meetings. If you haven't
completed the survey yet, please fill it out to provide feedback for upcoming events
in 2021. Meanwhile, we recognize that hybrid meetings will eventually be the
common meeting format to take advantage of digital solutions and offer increased
flexibility. While the pandemic has shown us how valuable in-person connections are,
virtual meetings can help increase participation from attendees who may not have
previously had the opportunity. Despite the listed advantages, hybrid meetings come
with their own unique set of challenges such as finding venues that can provide the
required equipment for a successful hybrid meeting or technical issues that can arise
from poor audio or video quality. To overcome these challenges and to be prepared,
the WDCSITE is looking for volunteers to support the "Hybrid/Streaming Committee"
to further explore how to facilitate these meetings. Below you can find more
information about this committee and volunteering opportunities. 

We had a busy month in July with several technical meetings and we will continue
this upward trend with two great meetings in August. On Monday, August 2nd, we
will have a panel discussion on the implementation of Streateries across our region.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, Streateries were created by agencies by closing
streets or lanes to accommodate outdoor dining and physical distancing. During this
panel session, we will hear from experts about the benefits and impacts of Streateries
as well as the challenges faced by agencies during implementation. This event will be
followed by the Loudoun County Technical Meeting that will be held on Thursday,
August 12th. We hope you will be able to join us and learn more about ongoing local
transportation programs and projects. 

As mentioned in previous newsletters, we would like to remind you that the WDCSITE
LinkedIn page has transitioned to a Showcase page under the official ITE
International LinkedIn website. Please do not forget to follow us on this new page. 

http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1112531363652&ea=&a=1136879864541
https://www.facebook.com/Washington-DC-Section-Institute-of-Transportation-Engineers-336006217090306/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel&eid=ARAexFTE_rRGpl_KbvvvBZf6RIJzx_V2BRU851KcQh9A7Tx0vKBcLnbalXskB14AeAHcI8Uec91Q1CxB
https://twitter.com/wdcsite
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjGod_x9pDsAhUj01kKHRt4DzQQFjAAegQIAxAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUCjOdY_iNVztlxgvDq28yYSw%2Fabout&usg=AOvVaw3eljdQRJsXdgQgkC4Gx_Fq
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ite-washington-dc-section/
http://www.wdcsite.org/
http://wdcsite.org/awards/
http://www.ite.org/pdrks/default.asp
http://jobs.ite.org/
http://wdcsite.org/join-wdcsite/
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eiaxbkb329bf0872


Join our mailing list by
clicking on the image
above

Upcoming Events

8/2 - Streateries Panel
Session
 
8/12 - Loudoun
County Technical
Meeting  
 
9/29 -  Audi Field
Technical Meeting

  
Stay tuned to the
WDCSITE website,

Facebook, LinkedIn,
or Twitter for any

new announcements.

To view the calendar of
events, webinars, and
meetings organized by
ITE and its partners,
please click on the
image above. Schedule
dates are subject to
change.

To view the current job
postings via WDCSITE,
please click on the
image above.

As always, if you have any questions, comments, or suggestions on our organization
and events, please feel free to reach out to me via bcesme@kittelson.com or phone
(202.836.4008).
 
Sincerely,
Burak Cesme
2021 WDCSITE President

Call for Volunteers - Hybrid/Streaming Committee

WDCSITE is in search of volunteers who can focus on the feasibility, needs, and
process to allow our meetings to be held both in-person and virtually (hybrid
meetings). The WDCSITE board and leadership recognizes providing hybrid meetings
is one of the better ways to reach a larger share of membership and have resolved to
explore ways to offer this option. Recognizing this effort requires more than setting
up a webcam, the WDCSITE leadership is looking for volunteers to support a
committee to explore how to facilitate these meetings. The goals of this committee
include (but are not limited to):

Benchmarking other ITE Sections'/Districts' hybrid meeting experience;
Exploring outsourcing/hiring streaming support services;
Identifying equipment and service needs (cameras/microphones/etc.);
Developing estimated costs for purchasing equipment/services, and;
Developing procedures for setting up, facilitating, and storing equipment.

Anyone who has prior experience with audio-video/streaming would be great but
not required. For those who are interested, please reach out to WDCSITE Secretary,
Jon Crisafi.

ITE Mid-Colonial District 2022 Elections Underway
ITE Mid-Colonial District 2022 Elections are underway and all WDCSITE members
should have received an email with a unique link to cast their vote. This year,
WDCSITE is fortunate to be represented in this election by three candidates that
could use your support. The following are the candidates for each contested
position:
 
ITE International Director:

Jerry Baxter (WDCSITE)
Dan Goldfarb (WDCSITE)

MCDITE Secretary / Treasurer:

Vivek Hariharan (WDCSITE)
Sidney New (MASITE)
Stephen Palmer (MASITE)

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eiaxbkb329bf0872&oseq=&c=914da3f0-7790-11e7-b4ce-d4ae529a826e&ch=91608fb0-7790-11e7-b4ce-d4ae529a826e
http://wdcsite.org/
https://www.facebook.com/WashDCSITE
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ite-washington-dc-section/
https://twitter.com/wdcsite
https://www.ite.org/events-meetings/event-calendar/
http://wdcsite.org/opportunities/
mailto:bcesme@kittelson.com
mailto:jcrisafi@kittelson.com


Volunteers

Are you interested in
volunteering with events,
meetings, & other
activities with WDCSITE?
We are looking for
motivated enthusiastic
individuals to further
WDCSITE's goal and
make us the professional
organization of choice.
Please contact Sogand
Karbalaieali or Elisa
Mitchell to volunteer.

Topics and Speakers
 
We are always looking
for fresh ideas, topics,
and presentations. If you
are interested presenting
at a WDCSITE event,
please reach out to David
Duarte. 
 
Presentations from all
transportation and
related disciplines are
welcome.

2021 WDCSITE
EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 Burak Cesme
President

Adam Greenstein
Vice President

Your participation is essential for our section and district. Please check your spam
folder if you have not received a ballot. Should you need further information or help
casting your vote, please reach out to Seth Young. The deadline to cast your vote is
August 6, 2021 at 11:45pm.

WDCSITE Job Postings

 New postings are available on the WCDSITE Job Portal web page. For more
information, see the table below.

Company/Agency
Job Posting

Title and
Website Link

 

Contact Person
 

Expiration Date

 
 

Director for
Operations

 

 8/11/2021
 

 

Program
Operations
Coordinator

 

 8/11/2021
 

 
 

Program
Officer

 

 8/11/2021
 

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in Transportation Virtual Meeting
On July 22nd, WDCSITE hosted a virtual meeting on the importance of diversity,
equity, and inclusion (DEI) in transportation planning, community advocacy, and
placemaking. Three presentations preceded a panel discussion, with the conversation
at-large being about the value of broader perspectives and how they intersect with
current and future mobility, land use, and planning policies and decisions. 

The first speaker was Odessa Phillip, the President and CEO of Assedo Consulting,
LLC. In her presentation, Odessa identified strategies for increasing public
engagement, especially in communities that are often underrepresented in
transportation decision-making spaces. The second presentation was given by
Richard Easley, the President and Founder of E-Squared Consulting. Richard spoke
about how an emphasis on DEI, or lack there of, impacts transportation in the
communities we live in. Last to present was Stewart Schwartz, the executive director
for the Coalition for Smarter Growth. Stewart highlighted several projects throughout
the region that embraced diverse perspectives to deliver a more equitable and
inclusive product. After the presentation, the three speakers were joined by Renée
Moore, a transit specialist for the City of Alexandria, for a panel discussion.

mailto:skarbalaieali@atcsplc.com
mailto:emitchell@wrallp.com
mailto:dduarte@jmt.com
mailto:bcesme@kittelson.com
mailto:adam.greenstein@wsp.com
mailto:seth.young@stvinc.com
http://wdcsite.org/opportunities/
https://nas.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/NAS_Careers/job/Keck-Center/Director-for-Operations---TRB-Technical-Activities-Division_R0001072
https://nas.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/NAS_Careers/job/Keck-Center/Program-Operations-Coordinator---TRB-Technical-Activities-Division_R0001068
https://nas.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/NAS_Careers/job/Keck-Center/Program-Officer---TRB-Technical-Activities-Divsion_R0001125


 Jon Crisafi
Secretary / Treasurer

Elisa Mitchell 
 Baltimore Area

Director

Sogand Karbalaieali
DC Area Director

 

 John Rectanus
Financial Assistant

 

 David Duarte
 District 

 Representative &
Immediate Past

President
 

Thank you to all the participants - presenters, panelists, and attendees - for taking
part in a thoughtful and much-needed conversation.

Odessa Phillip discussing on how to measure success in public outreach

Panelists for the discussion portion of the meeting

Meet-a-Member: Amelia Martin
1. Please introduce yourself and tell us about
your role in WDCSITE.
I originally grew up in Des Moines, Iowa, and
moved to the DC metropolitan area when I went to
college at George Mason University. Living here
the past 11 years has been an adventure, not least
of all because my involvement with the university
speech team kept me busy competing at
tournaments both nationally and internationally.
Recently, I've gotten more involved with WDCSITE
as a university liaison for George Mason University.
As a student I didn't have the time or opportunity
to connect with ITE, so I'm passionate about
growing that connection with my alma mater.
 
2. Please tell us a little bit about your family.  
My parents still live in Des Moines and are enjoying all life has to offer as they
approach their retirement years. My mom has been a route planner with the local
transit authority ever since I was a kid, so I like to joke that she was the first to
indoctrinate me into transportation as a profession. I have two brothers who live in
Austin, Texas, where one is a musician and the other a ballet dancer. College friends

mailto:jcrisafi@kittelson.com
mailto:emitchell@wrallp.com
mailto:skarbalaieali@atcsplc.com
mailto:jrectanus@wallacemontgomery.com
mailto:DDuarte@jmt.com


still living in the area constitute my "DC family", along with my significant other and
his chunky, very snuggly cat, Elvan. 
 
3. Please tell us something about your hobbies and activities outside work.
There are so many hobbies I enjoy, I feel like I can't pick just one! Candle-making,
cross-stitching, baking/cooking, reading, and creative writing are generally my artsy
outlets. For exercise and wellness, you can find me at Goodsweat taking a spin class,
hiking around Roosevelt Island, or doing yoga. If I'm doing some serious unwinding,
you'll find me binge-watching Netflix with a cheese board only an arm's reach away.
 
4. Tell us briefly about your work - firm/organization, your role. What does
your typical workday look like?
I'm a Senior Engineer at Kittelson & Associates, where I wear different "hats"
depending on the day. Most of my day is spent connecting dots as a project
manager: having calls with clients and project teams, making sure teammates have
what they need to do their work, answering questions and problem-solving with
teammates, stepping in to Streetview and/or conducting field visits, and reviewing
deliverables before they go out the door. 
 
5. What projects have you worked on that have had a big impact on your career
or on a community?
I'm very fortunate that I've had the opportunity to work on many different project
types, from final traffic calming design projects to corridor and development
planning studies. In my previous job at Wells & Associates, I completed the traffic
study for a project that I now pass all the time. The project helped bring more
housing for Howard University faculty to the area and I was really impressed to see
the cooperation with the developer and Advisory Neighborhood Commission to try
to provide redevelopment that served the existing community.
 
At Kittelson, I also worked on traffic calming projects in historically underserved
communities in Boston's Dorchester community. This has been one of my most
satisfying projects both for my career and for feeling like I made a difference. There
was an opportunity for me to grow my skills in final design, as well as project
management. Talking with residents also made me appreciate the limitations they
faced in terms of access, mobility, and livability. We were fortunate the City was able
to have a collaborative process with the community, so we could deliver something
that the residents really wanted and needed.
 
6. What is your favorite WDCSITE, activity/event you have participated in and
what activity/event/presentation would you like to see next?
The Audi Field outing was so much fun! Big kudos to Jon Crisafi for organizing that.
Honestly, I'm looking forward to being able to do any in-person events. Especially
opportunities for area youth outreach and mentorship.
 
7. When and how did you get involved with ITE and how has your involvement
in ITE, especially WDCSITE, helped your career?
While I was at Wells & Associates, the person mentoring and training me really
inspired me to get involved. For most of those years, I was a more casual member
and participated in events on and off. That alone was helpful to get access to ITE
resources. But becoming more involved recently has been even more fulfilling for my
career. I'm passionate about outreach and mentoring future leaders in our field, and
ITE has a great organization to support that goal.
 
8. What topic (besides connected and autonomous vehicles) are you most
interested in seeing progress in the next 10-15 years in the transportation
industry?
Equitable transportation systems. This conversation has really taken off in the
planning realm, so I'm excited to see its evolution over time. Hence my interest in



outreach to and mentoring future leaders! I believe the more people we empower to
understand transportation engineering, the better ideas and outcomes we can
achieve. 
 
9. What advice would you give to a young transportation engineer?
Don't be afraid to get help or admit you don't know something. Engineering can be
intimidating and it's easy to convince yourself that you have to know everything. You
really don't. If you are dedicated to collaborating and learning with others, that's
really where the magic happens. 

ITE New Members
WDCSITE would like to offer a warm welcome to all new ITE members from our
section!
 

New Members
Grady Padriac Vaughan

Deep Patel
Kelly Regal
Ewa Flom

WDCSITE is happy to have you aboard and looks forward to your future participation.

2021 WDCSITE Sponsors

 

Premier Sponsor   

  

Premier Sponsor   

   

Premier Sponsor     

  

Premier Sponsor  
 

http://www.aecom.com/
https://jmt.com/#s1
https://pm.umd.edu/
https://www.wsp.com/


  

 

 

   

    

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

   

 

 
 

   

We would love to hear your thoughts / comments / suggestions on the newsletter.
Please feel free to reach out to our newsletter committee!

Thank You,

Dana Slone, Krishna Patnam, Eric Tang, & Philip Koloski

https://www.atcsplc.com/
https://www.centuryeng.com/
http://endescoinc.com/services.html
http://www.hntb.com/
https://www.kimley-horn.com/
https://www.kittelson.com/
https://www.mccormicktaylor.com/
https://meadhunt.com/
https://www.ptvgroup.com/en-us/
http://www.rkk.com/
http://www.rsandh.com/
http://www.stvinc.com/
http://vhbmetrodc.com/
https://volkert.com/
http://www.wallacemontgomery.com/
https://wrallp.com/
mailto:dslone@vhb.com
mailto:Krishna.Patnam@aecom.com
mailto:etang@vhb.com
mailto:Philip.Koloski@rsandh.com
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