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President's Message
Hello WDCSITE,

Hope you are all doing well and staying healthy. With
the widespread availability of vaccines and the recent
update to the CDC guidance on masks and social
distancing, ITE headquarters is considering the
resumption of in-person events and has provided
Districts, Sections, and Chapters some tips and
information to assist with event planning. In light of
this information provided by ITE, we are considering
planning outdoor meetings and social gatherings
over the summer and potentially holding our Annual
Meeting in November as an in-person event. We will continue to monitor the CDC
guidance and local regulations and provide you with any updates as we learn more.

One of the biggest initiatives for our District over the last few years has been to
increase public agency involvement. Through our Public Agency Participation
Committee quarterly calls, we have received insightful feedback from various
agencies regarding encouraging involvement and participation among public sector
employees. We have been coordinating with the ITE headquarters along with the
Public Agency Participation members and are in the process of developing both
short and long-term action plans to achieve this goal. Please stay tuned for more
information.  

Our sponsors have been crucial to our success over the last several years. To
recognize our 2021 sponsors and to thank them for supporting us, we will be holding
a virtual social gathering on Wednesday, June 23, 2021. Additionally, we are very
excited to let you know that on June 8th, we will be hosting a WMATA Metrobus
Virtual Roundtable to discuss and exchange ideas about various topics related to
Metrobus. Please see below for details on both events.

Finally, we would like to remind everyone that the WDCSITE LinkedIn page has
transitioned to a Showcase page under the official ITE International LinkedIn website.
Below this message you will find a link to access the new page and follow us.

As always, if you have any questions, comments, or suggestions on our organization
and events, please feel free to reach out to me via bcesme@kittelson.com or phone
(202.836.4008).
 
Sincerely,

http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1112531363652&ea=&a=1136360077319
https://www.facebook.com/Washington-DC-Section-Institute-of-Transportation-Engineers-336006217090306/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel&eid=ARAexFTE_rRGpl_KbvvvBZf6RIJzx_V2BRU851KcQh9A7Tx0vKBcLnbalXskB14AeAHcI8Uec91Q1CxB
https://twitter.com/wdcsite
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjGod_x9pDsAhUj01kKHRt4DzQQFjAAegQIAxAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUCjOdY_iNVztlxgvDq28yYSw%2Fabout&usg=AOvVaw3eljdQRJsXdgQgkC4Gx_Fq
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ite-washington-dc-section/
http://www.wdcsite.org/
http://wdcsite.org/awards/
http://www.ite.org/pdrks/default.asp
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Upcoming Events

6/8 - WMATA
Metrobus Virtual
Roundtable
 
6/23 -  WDCSITE
Sponsorship Social

  
Stay tuned to the
WDCSITE website,

Facebook, LinkedIn,
or Twitter for any

new announcements.

To view the calendar of
events, webinars, and
meetings organized by
ITE and its partners,
please click on the
image above. Schedule
dates are subject to
change.

To view the current job
postings via WDCSITE,

Burak Cesme
2021 WDCSITE President

Save the Date - WDCSITE Sponsorship Social

  
WDCSITE would like to recognize its 2021 sponsors by holding a virtual social event
on Wednesday, June 23, 2021.  Please hold this date on your calendars to join us!  
 
Thank you to our sponsors for supporting us and giving us the opportunities to plan
programming and activities for our members that keep us connected and continue
to advance the transportation industry.  Without your support, much of what we do
would not be possible.
 
The event will begin at 5:00 PM with a lightning round of presentations from our
sponsors, each being one to two minutes long.  Content in the presentation may
include, but is not limited to, the following: 

Major recent accomplishments
Notable recent, ongoing, or upcoming projects
The sponsor's relationship with ITE.  

The round of presentations will be followed by a social hour with trivia that will
start no earlier than 6:00 PM.  Prizes will be given to our winners, so make sure not to
miss out on this opportunity.  Bring a drink, snack, meal, or all of the above!
 
Registration for the event is not open yet but will be available within the next couple
of weeks. Please stay tuned through WDCSITE's e-mail communications, social media
accounts, and official website for upcoming information about the sponsorship
social. 

ITE Comments on Notice of Proposed Amendment for MUTCD

  
On May 5th, ITE submitted comments to FHWA in response to the Notice of
Proposed Amendment (NPA) for the MUTCD, which was issued on December 14th,
2020. 

As stated by ITE President Alyssa Rodriguez in the official submittal, the comments
generally fall into one of three main themes:

The MUTCD needs to support the needs of ALL users, especially vulnerable
road users such as motorcyclists, pedestrians, and bicyclists
The MUTCD needs to be grounded in current practice while supporting
flexibility and innovation

http://jobs.ite.org/
http://wdcsite.org/join-wdcsite/
http://wdcsite.org/
https://www.facebook.com/WashDCSITE
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ite-washington-dc-section/
https://twitter.com/wdcsite
https://www.ite.org/events-meetings/event-calendar/
http://wdcsite.org/opportunities/


please click on the
image above.

Volunteers

Are you interested in
volunteering with events,
meetings, & other
activities with WDCSITE?
We are looking for
motivated enthusiastic
individuals to further
WDCSITE's goal and
make us the professional
organization of choice.
Please contact Sogand
Karbalaieali or Elisa
Mitchell to volunteer.

Topics and Speakers
 
We are always looking
for fresh ideas, topics,
and presentations. If you
are interested presenting
at a WDCSITE event,
please reach out to David
Duarte. 
 
Presentations from all
transportation and
related disciplines are
welcome.

2021 WDCSITE
EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 Burak Cesme
President

The MUTCD needs to be a forward looking document and needs to be nimble
to adapt to evolving transportation systems

ITE's comments were submitted to FHWA in advance of the May 14th closing date
for the comment period. Please see the link below for ITE's official submittal, which
includes all comments.

ITE Comments on NPA for MUTCD
 

DC Council Passes Amendments to the DC Comprehensive Plan
On May 18th, DC Council unanimously approved an update to the District's
Comprehensive Plan, which was originally adopted in 2006. The revisions
maintain the emphasis on housing production and density from Mayor Muriel
Bowser's April 2020 draft of the update while adding and greatly strengthening the
language emphasizing affordability, opposing displacement of vulnerable residents,
and asserting the critical importance of racial equity, as stated in the news release on
the DC Council's website. 

The updates to the Comprehensive Plan may have several ramifications to the
District's transportation network. As mentioned in a Washington Post article from
May 2nd, the first priority listed in the transportation chapter of the revised
document is eliminating fatalities and serious injuries on the transportation network,
while the second priority is providing alternative transportation modes to cars.
Among the stated potential solutions for achieving these goals are the following:

Implementation of smart-city technologies such as dynamic parking meters
More pedestrian and bicycle paths connecting private developments to Metro
stations
Reduction in the amount of parking spaces, especially off-street parking
At least one lane for bicycles, buses or some other purpose other than single
occupancy vehicles on every non-local street
An emphasis on more active and livable use of public space, including using
asphalt for commercial and cultural activities

For more information about the updates, please visit the official website for the DC
Comprehensive Plan.

 

Upcoming Meeting: 2021 WDCSITE WMATA Metrobus Virtual
Roundtable

 
WDCSITE is delighted to invite you to the 2021 WMATA Meeting on June 8th, 2021
from 3:30 to 5:00 PM EST. Please join your fellow WDCSITE colleagues to discuss
and exchange ideas about various topics related to Metrobus. This virtual meeting
will include four presentations and a panel discussion. The list of speakers from
WMATA and topics include:
 
Presentations

Allison Davis, AICP, Office of Planning, Strategic Planning and Other Upcoming
Initiatives 
Diane Patterson, Office of Planning, Role of Metrobus During The Pandemic
Albert Himes, Office of Bus Planning & Scheduling, Adaption of Metrobus
Service During and Post-pandemic 
Raka Choudhury, AICP, Office of Business Transformation, WMATA's Bus
Priority Program

mailto:skarbalaieali@atcsplc.com
mailto:emitchell@wrallp.com
mailto:dduarte@jmt.com
mailto:bcesme@kittelson.com
https://www.ite.org/ITEORG/assets/File/public/MUTCD%20NPA%20Letter%20-%20final.pdf
https://dccouncil.us/council-passes-comprehensive-plan-allows-mayor-to-extend-public-health-emergency/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2021/05/02/comprehensive-plan-dc-housing-density/
https://plandc.dc.gov/
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ehyl36x7f879bc0e&llr=e9zsaemab
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Roundtable Discussion
 

We expect to offer 1.5 PDHs for this event. 

Tech Talk with University of Maryland and MDOT Meeting Recap
Many thanks to all that attended WDCSITE's virtual Tech Talk with the University of
Maryland and MDOT on May 19th.
 
Trajectory Data. Trip Analytics. Pattern of Life Analysis. These are all
terms heard during the first presentation of the Tech Talk. Michael Pack, the Director
of the CATT Laboratory at the University of Maryland, presented on the CATT
Lab's tools to assess signals and people movement analytics without having to install
any detection infrastructure. Michael took us through a demo of all the data-
driven tools within the trip analytics platform, which are primarily based on trajectory
data. How can this trajectory data be used? Michael proposed scenarios such as a
before and after understanding of detours due to variable toll rates. Creating heat
maps from trajectory data to determine where freight generators are is another way
to display the data. The CATT Lab team is currently working on using the trajectory
data to develop turning movement counts and visualize platoons.  
 
The second presentation came from Hua Xiang, the Active Traffic Management (ATM)
Program Manager at MDOT SHA, who shared information about the ATM program
within the Office of Transportation Mobility & Operations (OTMO). Below are a few
highlights from her presentation:  

The Coordinated Highways Action Response Team (CHART) is now OTMO. A
primarily goal of the re-organization is to expand the TMC's capability to
provide comprehensive 24-7 traffic signal system operations and real-time
signal modifications when warranted, such as during incident management. 
Have you seen the renderings for the Statewide Operations Center
renovations? See the screenshot below.
There are 17 TSMO systems identified statewide. Check out MDOT's TSMO
Master Plan. 
OTMO is developing a TSMO GIS portal to serve as a consolidation of TSMO
data, to facilitate access, and to promote collaboration

mailto:adam.greenstein@wsp.com
mailto:jcrisafi@kittelson.com
mailto:emitchell@wrallp.com
mailto:skarbalaieali@atcsplc.com
mailto:jrectanus@wallacemontgomery.com
https://www.roads.maryland.gov/OPPEN/TSMO_Master_Plan.pdf


 David Duarte
District 

Representative &
Immediate Past

President

Slide from the Michael Pack's CATT Lab presentation 
 

Slide showing the renderings of the Statewide Operations Center
renovations from Hua Xiang's presentation 

 

mailto:DDuarte@jmt.com


Slide about the OTMO's TSMO GIS Portal from Hua Xiang's presentation 

Reminder: WDCSITE LinkedIn Page Moving to New Location
WDCSITE has moved its LinkedIn page from its
existing location to a showcase page under the
official ITE International LinkedIn website. For the
next few weeks, content will continue to be posted
on both the old and new sites. Starting in June, the
showcase page will be the exclusive home for
WDCSITE on LinkedIn. Please see the link below to
access the new page - don't forget to hit the follow button!

NEW WDCSITE LinkedIn Page

If you have any questions or comments, please reach out to Philip Koloski,
WDCSITE's Social Media manager.

Caroline County STEM Events Recap
Several dedicated volunteers from WDCSITE and our industry partners helped plan 2
weeks of virtual STEM events for middle school students in Caroline County, MD,
from May 10-21.  These sessions focused on connected and automated vehicles,
engaging students' minds in the ways advanced vehicle technologies can improve
safety, equity, and quality of life in their communities and beyond. Students
answered questions related to defining and discerning between connected and
automated systems, in addition to the functionality and benefits of various systems. 
Sessions culminated with discussions on opportunities the students can consider for
futures in the transportation industry, some specifically related to CAVs, including
opportunities both within and beyond engineering fields.  They also learned about
opportunities to ride in autonomous vehicles in Maryland, including the Olli shuttle
at National Harbor.
 
Thank you to the teachers at Caroline County Public Schools - Trina Honer, Roberta
Bussey, Courtney Handte, and Heather Harper - for inviting us back!
 
Thank you to WDCSITE members Kevin Permisohn, John Rectanus, Puskar Kar,
Sogand Karbalaieali, and Adam Greenstein, and to Carole Delion of MDOT SHA and
Elaina Farnsworth of The NEXT Education for helping make these sessions a success!

https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ite-washington-dc-section/
mailto:philip.koloski@rsandh.com


Introductory slide from the presentation

Presenters showed the students a video that demonstrated new vehicle
safety technologies

Meet-a-Member: Dara Soum
1. Please introduce yourself and tell us about your role in WDCSITE.
Hello, my name is Dara Soum. I worked for 14 years as a transportation design
engineer and project manager in the private and public sector. I'm primarily a regular
member of WDCSITE but have assisted in various roles in coordinating engagement
and outreach events with local government agencies and universities.
 
2. Please tell us a little bit about your family.  



My parents are of Cambodian descent
and I was born in Chartres, France. I
came to the US from France with my
family when I was four years old in 1984
and lived here all my life. My father was
an architect and painter, and my mother
was a proud owner of a Cambodian
restaurant called "Angkor Wat" in
McLean, Virginia. I currently live with my
wife, Nat, in Rockville, Maryland. 
 
3. Please tell us something about your hobbies and activities outside work.
 I enjoy listening to music, cooking, reading, and spending time outdoors. Some of
my hobbies are collecting music records, playing basketball, canoeing, fixing stuff
around the house, and traveling with my wife.
 
4. Tell us briefly about your work - firm/organization, your role. What does
your typical workday look like?
I work for Arlington County as a Senior Transit Planner and Project Manager in the
DES Transit Bureau managing and planning Transit Capital Improvement Projects. On
a typical day I'm leading various day-to-day project initiatives that typically involve
several projects that are either in contract procurement, design and planning, or
under construction happening all at once.
 
Currently I'm managing two major transit projects: one that is under construction
right now at the Ballston Metro Station to modernize and upgrade Arlington's
busiest transit bus station, and another project in preliminary design to add a new
underground metro entrance to the  Crystal City Metro station.
 
5. What projects have you worked on that have had a big impact on your career
or on a community?
The most impactful projects I have worked on include the 11th Street Bridge Design-
Build project with DDOT where I spent about 4 years on the construction site as a
GEC engineer, and most recently in my previous role as a Senior Design Engineer in
redesigning many streets in Arlington with Protected Bike Lanes on Wilson
Boulevard, North Quincy Street, and North Veitch Street. The latter project was
recognized and awarded Redesign of the Year by Streetsblog in 2018.  
 
6. What is your favorite WDCSITE, activity/event you have participated in and
what activity/event/presentation would you like to see next?
I participated in a couple WDCSITE Happy Hours and local government presentation
events. I believe WDCSITE does a pretty good job in organizing relevant activities
and events on important and current topics in our transportation industry. I always
enjoy hearing about new innovations and research to improve our transportation
systems.
 
7. When and how did you get involved with ITE and how has your involvement
in ITE, especially WDCSITE, helped your career?
I got involved with ITE through Arlington County in 2016. It has been a great
experience and given me a lot of opportunities to meet great, talented people in our
industry at the national and local levels.
 
I had the privilege to do a presentation at the 2018 ITE National Conference in
Minneapolis on "New Tactics for Vision Zero: Tactical Urbanism and Quick Build
Strategies" that showcased traffic safety designs our teams were piloting in Arlington
County. Currently I'm serving as a committee member on the ITE National STEM
Committee.
 

https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/ballston-station-multimodal/
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/crystal-city-metro-station-second-entrance/
https://www.planning.org/events/eventsingle/9156814/


8. What topic (besides connected and autonomous vehicles) are you most
interested in seeing progress in the next 10-15 years in the transportation
industry?
So much can change in 10 to 15 years - just look at what happened in the last couple
years with active transportation design and micro-mobility. The topics I would like to
see progress in the next 10-15 years would be about redesigning our existing
transportation system for improved access and safety and to knit our communities
back together, and about developing and improving our work force and tools to
build the transportation systems of our future. 
 
9. What advice would you give to a young transportation engineer?
Don't be afraid to ask questions early on in your career, take ownership in your work,
be coachable, be able to take criticism, learn your tools, surround yourself with
talented people, keep it clear and simple, and be product-driven. 

2021 WDCSITE Sponsors
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We would love to hear your thoughts / comments / suggestions on the newsletter.
Please feel free to reach out to our newsletter committee!

Thank You,

Dana Slone, Krishna Patnam, Eric Tang, & Philip Koloski
Newsletter Committee
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