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President's Message
Hello WDCSITE,
Welcome to the latest edition of the WDCSITE
Newsletter. First and foremost, I am very proud to
announce that our section was featured in the February
2021 ITE Journal and our activities and accomplishments
over the past several years were highlighted. This is a
testimony to the hard work and progress we made
collectively across our past and present board, the
leadership team, and our members. I would like to thank
each and every one of you for your contributions.

For this month's update, I am also happy to report that we had another very
successful month with two technical meetings, playing a pivotal role in the Mid-
Atlantic Future City Competition, and continuing our countless STEM activities. For
the next month, I want to draw your attention to two upcoming meetings. The first
meeting is the WDCSITE's Virtual Student Mock Interview Workshop on Tuesday,
March 2. This event includes a resume review / interview workshop for students to
gain experience and receive feedback from professionals for future job opportunities.
As professionals, this is a great opportunity for us to share our experience with
students and help them become successful professionals. The second event will be a
technical meeting that will cover Machine Learning and Artificial Intelligence in
transportation, a topic that is gaining popularity among our profession.

Finally, we are always looking for new volunteers to be able to further support local
professionals and students. Below this message you may find a "recruitment form" to
help us identify new volunteers and their areas of interest. This will be an excellent
opportunity for you to become more involved with WDCSITE. 

Sincerely,
Burak Cesme
2021 WDCSITE President

WDCSITE Recruitment Form
WDCSITE Wants You!

We're offering volunteer and leadership opportunities under the 8 areas outlined
below. Please use the following link to inform us of your interest. The link will take
you to a short form that will take less than 5 minutes to complete. If you have

http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1112531363652&ea=&a=1135297182586
https://www.facebook.com/Washington-DC-Section-Institute-of-Transportation-Engineers-336006217090306/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel&eid=ARAexFTE_rRGpl_KbvvvBZf6RIJzx_V2BRU851KcQh9A7Tx0vKBcLnbalXskB14AeAHcI8Uec91Q1CxB
https://twitter.com/wdcsite
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjGod_x9pDsAhUj01kKHRt4DzQQFjAAegQIAxAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUCjOdY_iNVztlxgvDq28yYSw%2Fabout&usg=AOvVaw3eljdQRJsXdgQgkC4Gx_Fq
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wdcsite/
http://www.wdcsite.org/
http://wdcsite.org/awards/
http://www.ite.org/pdrks/default.asp
https://www.nxtbook.com/ygsreprints/ITE/ite-journal-february-2021/index.php#/p/16


ITE Employment
Center 

Stay in Touch

Join our mailing list by
clicking on the image
above

Upcoming Events

3/2 - Virtual Student
Mock Interview
 
3/15 - ITE Diversity
Scholars Program
Application Deadline 
 
3/24 - Machine
Learning,Artificial
Intelligence, and Data
Analytics in
Transportation
 
4/7 - Montgomery
County Planning
Department Technical
Meeting 
 
4/15 - The Elements
of Persuasion
Workshop: The
Greeks, Rhetoric, and
Transportation
Engineering/Planning 
 
4/25 to 4/27 - 2021
Mid-Colonial Annual
Meeting 

 
Stay tuned to the
WDCSITE website,

Facebook, or Twitter

interest in multiple opportunities, please feel free to fill out the form for each
opportunity.
 

WDCSITE Recruitment Form
 

Event Programming
Collaborate with other volunteers to plan events like technical presentations and bike

tours.
 

Communications / Publications
Write, edit, create, manage, and/or suggest content for the many ways WDCSITE

keeps in touch with its members and friends.
 

Scholarship
Help us to support university students through our annual WDCSITE Pat Timbrook

Scholarship awarded at the annual WDCSITE conference.
 

STEM
Help instruct and guide K-12 students through the numerous career paths in the

transportation sector.
 

ITE at Universities
Become a university liaison to assist students and ITE chapters across our region.

 
Awards

Prepare applications to help WDCSITE win awards that recognize the hard work of
our many volunteers.

 
Social Activities

Help WDCSITE stay social.
 

Community Outreach
Help WDCSITE give back to the community.

Summer 2021 Thomas J. O'Bryant Transportation Policy
Fellowship - Application Deadline on March 12th

The Eno Center for Transportation is accepting applications
for its Summer 2021 Thomas J. O'Bryant Transportation Policy
Fellowship. This program offers aspiring transportation
specialists the opportunity to gain in-depth knowledge of
tranportation policy and practice under guidance of the Eno
staff. The application deadline is March 12, 2021. Please visit
the link below for more information.

2021 Thomas J. O'Bryant Transportation Policy Fellowship -
Apply Now!

2021 Young Leaders to Follow Nominations
ITE International is currently accepting nominations for its 2021 list of Young Leaders
to Follow. The program is designed to recognize younger ITE members who are
making a significant impact on ITE within their chapter/section/district or
international levels and in their profession. Young Leaders to Follow aims to
introduce these individuals to the greater ITE community. 

http://jobs.ite.org/
http://wdcsite.org/join-wdcsite/
http://wdcsite.org/2021-wdcsite-virtual-students-mock-interview-workshop/
https://www.ite.org/membership/diversity-scholars-program/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/2021-ITE-Mid-Colonial-Annual-Meeting.html?soid=1123120712319&aid=SC8lzaE9Gao
http://wdcsite.org/
https://www.facebook.com/WashDCSITE
https://twitter.com/wdcsite
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-bRb62fKekaFtULSPuE-2-b2SKLTsCVPokoUVc01oA5UNTVaTTFBR1hMME03RFlOU0pUV0lTQjVKMC4u
https://www.enotrans.org/job/2021-thomas-j-obryant-fellow/


for any new
announcements.  

 

To view the calendar of
events, webinars, and
meetings organized by
ITE and its partners,
please click on the
image above. Schedule
dates are subject to
change.

To view the current job
postings via WDCSITE,
please click on the
image above.

Volunteers

Are you interested in
volunteering with events,
meetings, & other
activities with WDCSITE?
We are looking for
motivated enthusiastic
individuals to further
WDCSITE's goal and make
us the professional
organization of choice.
Please contact Sogand
Karbalaieali or Elisa
Mitchell to volunteer.

Topics and Speakers
 
We are always looking for
fresh ideas, topics, and
presentations. If you are
interested presenting at a
WDCSITE event, please
reach out to David
Duarte. 
 

Eligible candidates must be actively involved in ITE and be 35 years or younger on
January 1, 2021. Nominations are due by March 15th, 2021. To nominate a Young
Leader or learn more about the program. Please visit the link below.

2021 ITE Young Leaders to Follow

Vision Zero Design Sandbox Competition
ITE International is accepting submissions for the second edition of the ITE Sandbox
Competition. This year's event is fully supported by the Consultants Council and will
focus on Vision Zero Analytics. 

Competitors will develop a methodology that applies automated conflict data
collected using innovative technologies in combination with traditional safety metrics
to select low-cost countermeasures for a range of intersection types in Bellevue,
Washington. The purpose of the challenge is to demonstrate how this data can be
used to gain new insights into safety problems and the selection of these low-cost
countermeasures. Competitors will be provoked to use a more proactive approach
than the traditional ways of assessing crash data by using new near-miss data
analytics and technology.

Submittals will be placed into one of two categories: professional and student. The
submission deadline for the competition is April 15th, 2021. Please visit the link
below for more information.

Vision Zero Design Sandbox Competition

University of Maryland ITS-ITE Website Updated

 
The website for the Intelligent Transportation Society of America and Institute of
Transportation Engineers University of Maryland Student Chapter (ITS-ITE UMD
Student Chapter) has been revamped! Visit the updated page at the link below.

ITS-ITE UMD Student Chapter Website

Transportation and Technology Virtual Meeting Recap
WDCSITE hosted the first technical meeting of 2021 on February 10th. The speakers
were Dr Natalia Barbour, Dr Alice Grossman, and Sheryl Gross. Natalia, Assistant
Professor at Delft University of Technology, presented on travel behavior of shared
mobility users and its relationship to socio-demographic characters, health variables.
Shared mobility has become more common as a mode of transportation in the form
of bikes, e-bike and e-scooter, and rental cars. The research outcomes show that
male, Caucasian, single millennials are most likely to use or subscribe to bike-sharing.
In addition to the financial incentives, motivations for a sharing economy include
environmental, social, lifestyle-related and psychological factors.
 
Alice, a fellow at AAAS, discussed the past, present, and future of quantitative
performance measures in federal surface transportation authorizations. According to

https://www.ite.org/events-meetings/event-calendar/
http://wdcsite.org/opportunities/
mailto:skarbalaieali@atcsplc.com
mailto:emitchell@wrallp.com
mailto:dduarte@jmt.com
https://www.ite.org/professional-and-career-development/young-leaders-to-follow/
https://www.ite.org/membership/sandboxcompetition/
http://its-ite.umd.edu/
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her research, there has not been a high adoption rate of MAP21-required measures.
Larger MPOs were also ahead of smaller MPOs in adoption. The research showed a
notable lack of performance measures in multi-modality, accessibility, land use, and
emissions. She said current proposals should emphasize infrastructure priorities,
boosting the economy, fighting climate change, and providing access to multi-modal
options.
 
The last presenter, Shery Gross-Glaser, SGG Consulting LL, presented "making the AV
revolution equitable and accessible". She talked about AVs, users' perceptions, and
regulations. Her topic covered Federal versus State versus Local laws, regulation, and
culture. She also talked about the importance of prioritizing disability issues in
transportation and possible equity strategies such as rural electrification,
postal delivery, and Incentives for expanded sharing of vehicles.

Future City Competition Recap

This year's Future City Mid-Atlantic Regional competition came to a close on
February 13th, where middle school teams from the DC-Baltimore metro area
competed virtually. 
 
This STEM competition challenges the students to build a city with the goal of
achieving citywide sustainability. They work as a team to build a physical model, write
a technical paper with a project plan, create and deliver a presentation that requires
imagining, researching, designing, and building a virtual future city on the Moon!
 
WDCSITE plays a pivotal role in the Mid-Atlantic Future City Competition as the
proud sponsor of the Transportation Award, which is given to the team that
demonstrates the most creative application of futuristic technology and scientific
principles in the design, operations, and management of all modes of transportation.
This year's winning team was Mahina from Capitol Hill Day School (Washington DC)
with the air-filled domed lunar city built on the Shackleton Crater near the south pole
of the Moon. Their transportation system included a Mary Poppins inspired
"Umbrella Rail" that consisted of a moving aerial cable system that passengers hook
onto with a collapsible umbrella to bypass the rocky terrain. They also had a "Moon
Bus" that traveled on rubber tracks and all buildings were connected with walkways.
The students are incredibly creative and smart beyond their years!
 
This is a great competition and incredibly fun to participate in. We look for
volunteers every year to help mentor teams, judge (not just for the ITE award), and
organize. Please contact John Rectanus if you are interested and check out their
website for more detailed information on the competition.

Global STEM Challenges Program Recap
WDCSITE was virtually in attendance at the Global STEM Challenges Program at
Thomas A. Edison High School in Fairfax County. The eleventh grade students at
Edison have been learning how to use Arduino, an electronic prototyping platform
that enables users to create interactive electronic objects. The purpose of the
program is to give students experience in coding and gain a hands-on
understanding of scientific laws of motion. The challenge presented to the students
was to use Arduino to create scientific motion study devices. They presented their
understanding of the assignment, their intended solution, and journey in the process
creating their motion study devices.

mailto:bcesme@kittelson.com
mailto:adam.greenstein@wsp.com
mailto:jcrisafi@kittelson.com
mailto:emitchell@wrallp.com
mailto:jrectanus@wallacemontgomery.com
https://futurecity.org/
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Below are two slides from the students' presentations. 
 

 

Meet-a-Member: David Samba
1. Please introduce yourself and tell us about your
role in WDCSITE.
My name is David Samba and I am a transportation
engineer with 10 years of experience. I went to the
University of Virginia (Wahoowa!) for both my
undergraduate and graduate degrees. I am a project
manager with Kimley-Horn where I have spent my entire
professional career. I am the first to raise my hand for
new opportunities and have carved out a comprehensive
skillset that includes traffic operations, multimodal
transportation planning and design, benefit-cost
analyses and grant writing, private sector traffic studies,
private and public parking evaluations, and complete
streets evaluations. I have recently joined the Assistant Area Director team for the
Washington DC Area of WDCSITE and am looking forward to being a more active
contributor to the group.
 
2. Please tell us about your family.  
I met my wife Rebecca at UVA and she is a high school teacher in Fairfax County. We
have three cute kiddos, ages 7, 4, and 16 months. I am first generation - my parents
were born in Sierra Leone. I am the second of four brothers and blessed with a large
and supportive extended family in the US and all across the globe.
 

mailto:skarbalaieali@atcsplc.com
mailto:jrectanus@wallacemontgomery.com
mailto:DDuarte@jmt.com


3. Please tell us something about your hobbies and activities outside work.
I am an avid listener of comedy, politics and pop culture podcasts which stems back
to my days multitasking while coding in the graduate research lab. I also enjoy
playing video games in my free time and have gotten the kids into it as hobby as
well. After watching Queen's Gambit, chess has become a regular staple in our house,
and I spend most of my evenings losing (gracefully) to a four-year old. I enjoy
running (with a podcast going) and biking is also becoming a new favorite hobby for
the whole family. I love to try new recipes in the kitchen and relish opportunities to
share a homecooked meal with friends.
 
4. Tell us briefly about your work - firm/organization, your role. What does
your typical workday look like?
Kimley-Horn is a full-service civil engineering consulting firm with over 4,500
employees. As a Project Manager and consultant in our Reston, VA office, my days
are spent leading and supporting teams of engineers and planners to help my clients
achieve success. Sometimes that mean I am personally conducting trip generation,
performing analyses in Synchro or VISSIM, or writing project reports and studies. On
other days, I am helping my clients directly strategize on how to navigate the
approval process, how to engage and build consensus in the community, and how to
identify innovative approaches to address mobility and land use challenges. I also
invest my time in building relationships with colleagues, mentoring younger staff,
and taking on leadership roles such as most recently serving as the quality champion
for our entire 300+ person region.
 
I most often work in jurisdictions in Northern Virginia, Maryland, and DC, but my
skillsets have allowed me to support projects through the rest of Virginia, Minnesota,
Pennsylvania, Arizona, Florida, and even Honduras.
 
5. What projects have you worked on that have had a big impact on your career
or on a community?
My first project with Kimley-Horn was the multimodal transportation study for
Columbia Pike in Arlington, Virginia. This was a cool project because it was one of the
first applications of multimodal level of service and set the stage for a revitalized
Columbia Pike corridor. I followed up the initial project with signal warrant studies,
parking data collection and parking policy recommendations, and two interchange
modifications reports and built great relationships with staff along the way.
 
I also recently supported the Town of Vienna on a multimodal evaluation of Maple
Avenue. This was a meaningful project because we took specific care to build a
public-centered analysis and recommendation process. We were able to identify near
and long-term solutions to address congestion and to increase the accessibility of
active mobility options.
 
6. What is your favorite WDCSITE, activity/event you have participated in and
what activity/event/presentation would you like to see next?
One of my favorite WDCSITE presentations that I attended had to do with the
relationship between residential traffic calming, congestion, and cut-through traffic
in Fairfax County.
 
I would love to see further presentations on ways that we can work to increase equity
in transportation and mobility options for vulnerable communities.
 
7. When and how did you get involved with ITE and how has your involvement
in ITE, especially WDCSITE, helped your career?
I joined ITE while still in school and value the opportunities that it has created to
expand my understanding of our profession and to grow my professional network. I
earned both the Professional Traffic Operations Engineer and Professional
Transportation Planner certifications from ITE. I am making it a personal and



professional goal to be a more active member and look forward to contributing
towards a stronger and more impactful WDCSITE.
 
8. What topic (besides connected and autonomous vehicles) are you most
interested in seeing progress in the next 10-15 years in the transportation
industry?
I would like to see a recommitment to build the passenger rail network within the
United States of America and strategies to promote resilient transportation
infrastructure that can meet the challenges of climate change.
 
9. What advice would you give to a young transportation engineer?
I would share an African Proverb that resonates with me in my career "If you want to
go fast, go alone; if you want to go far, go together." I believe that the successes we
enjoy in this industry are multiplied when we work together, lift each other up, and
support a diversity of thought, opinions, and perspectives. Don't be afraid to reach
out to people be your mentors, ask for help when you need it, take breaks when you
can, and trust in your team to have your back.

ITE New Members
WDCSITE would like to offer a warm welcome to all new ITE members in our section!

New Members 
Melissa Anderson

Cheryl Walker
George Fekadu Gurara
Zhibo (Brandon) Zhang

Jason Broehm
James Gray

Anyesha Mookherjee
Dale Thompson

Sarah Weissman Pascual
Aimee Zhang

WDCSITE is happy to have you aboard and looks forward to your future participation.

2021 WDCSITE Sponsors
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http://www.aecom.com/
https://jmt.com/#s1
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https://pm.umd.edu/
https://www.wsp.com/
https://www.atcsplc.com/
https://www.centuryeng.com/
http://endescoinc.com/services.html
http://www.hntb.com/
https://www.kimley-horn.com/
https://www.kittelson.com/
https://www.mccormicktaylor.com/
https://meadhunt.com/
https://www.ptvgroup.com/en-us/
http://www.rkk.com/
http://www.rsandh.com/
http://www.stvinc.com/


   
 

   

We would love to hear your thoughts / comments / suggestions on the newsletter.
Please feel free to reach out to our newsletter committee!

Thank You,

Dana Slone, Krishna Patnam, Eric Tang, & Philip Koloski
Newsletter Committee
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https://twitter.com/wdcsite

