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Hello WDCSITE,

I want to start off by wishing everyone a happy and
healthy 2021. 2020 was a challenging year and I hope the
New Year will bring joy, peace, and happiness to you and
your families.

We ended 2020 with the WDCSITE Annual Conference
and Business Meeting. As a result of the pandemic, the
conference was held virtually and separated into two half-day sessions. Even with
unforeseen circumstances due to the pandemic, it proved to be successful because
of the contribution of several members of WDCSITE. It took us some extra effort and
creativity, but everyone made it work and the conference is a great example of how
hardworking and collaborative our membership is.

I would also like to welcome our new board member, Sogand Karbalaieali to the
2021 WDCSITE Board as Washington DC Area Director. I am confident that she will
be a great addition to our board as she brings a wealth of experience and knowledge
and am looking forward to the great events that she will be organizing next year.

At the Annual Meeting, I had elaborated on my plans for the next year. First, I would
like to thank David Duarte, who led the Section during 2020 and successfully
continued the momentum that has been established in our District over the past
several years. One of my main goals in 2021 will be to continue this momentum and
expand our relationship with transportation professionals and students in our region.
I would like to further enhance student engagement through collaboration with
professors and university liaisons to help students become successful transportation
professionals and ultimately the future leaders of our organization. Our Scholarship
program has been a huge success and we would like to continue to financially
support students through our program. To help support this program, this year we
have started a new scholarship opportunity for our sponsors, which will go directly to
support the Pat Timbrook Scholarship. This, in turn, will help us further assist local
students. Additionally, building upon all the great initiatives of past Boards, I would
like to continue to invest in participation from the public sector to further increase
the diversity within our section.

I also want to thank to our Sponsors. The continued collaboration with our Sponsors
has allowed us to support our community and helped us organize events for our
members, and this year, it will help us increase scholarship opportunities for our

http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1112531363652&ea=&a=1135280267403
https://www.facebook.com/Washington-DC-Section-Institute-of-Transportation-Engineers-336006217090306/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel&eid=ARAexFTE_rRGpl_KbvvvBZf6RIJzx_V2BRU851KcQh9A7Tx0vKBcLnbalXskB14AeAHcI8Uec91Q1CxB
https://twitter.com/wdcsite
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjGod_x9pDsAhUj01kKHRt4DzQQFjAAegQIAxAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUCjOdY_iNVztlxgvDq28yYSw%2Fabout&usg=AOvVaw3eljdQRJsXdgQgkC4Gx_Fq
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wdcsite/
http://www.wdcsite.org/
http://wdcsite.org/awards/
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Upcoming Events

2/10 -
Transportation and
Technology Technical
Virtual Meeting 
 
2/19 to 2/20 - ITE
Virtual Student
Leadership Summit
 
3/15 - ITE Diversity
Scholars Program
Application Deadline
 
4/25 to 4/27 - 2021
Mid-Colonial Annual
Meeting 

 
Stay tuned to the
WDCSITE website,

Facebook, or
Twitter for any new
announcements.  

 

To view the calendar of
events, webinars, and

students. We look forward to the continued support from our 2020 sponsors and
new ones from 2021.

Similar to previous years, we are planning to organize many events this year across
Maryland, Northern Virginia, and Washington, DC focusing on various topics and
issues of our industry. We are always looking for new ideas, suggestions, and input
for our events and activities. If you have ideas for future events or would like to be
more actively involved, please give me a call (857-294-9998) or send me an email at
bcesme@kittelson.com.
 
Thank you!

Burak Cesme
2021 WDCSITE President

NEW! - WDCSITE LinkedIn Page

 
WDCSITE is pleased to announce the unveiling of the section's official LinkedIn page,
which will serve as a new avenue for staying up to date with the latest section news.
Please see the link below.

WDCSITE LinkedIn Website

WDCSITE Transportation and Technology Technical Virtual
Meeting

WDCSITE is delighted to invite you to the WDCSITE Transportation and Technology
Technical Virtual Meeting on February 10th, 2021 from 3:00 to 4:30 PM EST. Please
join your fellow WDCSITE colleagues to discuss and exchange ideas about various
topics in transportation and technology, other topics of interest to local practitioners.
This virtual meeting will include three interesting and exciting presentations. The list
of speakers and presentations include:

Natalia Barbour, Ph.D, Assistant Professor, Transport and Energy at Delft
University of Technology. Presentation: You Are What You Share
Alice Grossman, Ph.D, Science and Technology Policy Fellow at American
Association for the Advancement of Science. Presentation: The Past, Present,
and Future of Quantitative Performance Measures in Federal Surface
Transportation Authorizations
Sheryl Gross-Glasser, President at SGG Consulting LLC. Presentation: Making
the AV Revolution Equitable and Accessible - Be Skeptical, Be Empathetic, Be
Persistent

Cost

Presenter/Public Sector/Student/Retired: Free
Private-Sector ITE Member: $15
Private-Sector Non-ITE Member: $25

1.0 PDH are anticipated for all registered attendees. If you have any questions, please
contact Seongah Hong or Sogand Karbalaieali for further details.

 

Fun With Maryland STEM Festival Podcast featuring Sogand

http://www.ite.org/pdrks/default.asp
http://jobs.ite.org/
http://wdcsite.org/join-wdcsite/
http://wdcsite.org/
https://www.facebook.com/WashDCSITE
https://twitter.com/wdcsite
https://www.ite.org/events-meetings/event-calendar/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wdcsite
mailto:seongah.hong@jacobs.com
mailto:skarbalaieali@atcsplc.com


meetings organized by
ITE and its partners,
please click on the
image above. Schedule
dates are subject to
change.

To view the current job
postings via WDCSITE,
please click on the
image above.

Volunteers

Are you interested in
volunteering with events,
meetings, & other
activities with WDCSITE?
We are looking for
motivated enthusiastic
individuals to further
WDCSITE's goal and
make us the professional
organization of choice.
Please contact Jon
Crisafi or Elisa Mitchell to
volunteer.

Topics and Speakers
 
We are always looking
for fresh ideas, topics,
and presentations. If you
are interested presenting
at a WDCSITE event,
please reach out to David
Duarte. 
 
Presentations from all
transportation and
related disciplines are
welcome.

2020 WDCSITE
EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Karbalaieali
WDCSITE's DC Area Director Sogand Karbalaieali recently
went on the Fun with Maryland STEM Festival Podcast to talk
about careers in the transportation industry. During the
podcast episode, Sogand discusses her career in
transportation, her move from Iran and her role with the
Institute of Transportation Engineers. Check out the link
below to listen to the podcast!

Fun with the Maryland STEM Festival Podcast
 
If you have any questions regarding STEM activities in the DC and Maryland areas,
please contact Sogand or Adam Greenstein. 

Call for Future City Judges in Mid-Atlantic Region

The Future City Mid-Atlantic Regional competition is looking for volunteers to judge
essays, models, and presentations virtually. Judging for essays will begin on February
6th, while model and presentation judging will start on February 13th. All volunteers
will receive virtual training on the judging procedures.

Future City is a nationwide STEM competition for 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students
that challenges the participants to build a city with the goal of achieving citywide
sustainability. This year's theme is Living on the Moon, here the students are tasked to
design a future lunar city and provide examples of how their city uses two Moon
resources to keep your residents safe and healthy.

If you are interesting in volunteering, please register on the Future City website and
e-mail John Rectanus for coordination purposes. 

2021 Young Leaders to Follow Nominations
ITE International is currently accepting nominations for its 2021 list of Young Leaders
to Follow. The program is designed to recognize younger ITE members who are
making a significant impact on ITE within their chapter/section/district or
international levels and in their profession. Young Leaders to Follow aims to
introduce these individuals to the greater ITE community. 

Eligible candidates must be actively involved in ITE and be 35 years or younger on
January 1, 2021. Nominations are due by March 15th. To nominate a Young Leader or
learn more about the program. Please see the link below.

2021 ITE Young Leaders to Follow

ITE Virtual Student Leadership Summit
The ITE Virtual Student Leadership Summit will take place from February 19th-20th,
2021. This is a student-focused event organized by transportation students
representing 15 universities from across the United States, Canada, Australia, and
New Zealand. Over 150 student chapters and over 2000 students have worked hard
to put together a comprehensive program that include the following topics:

http://wdcsite.org/opportunities/
mailto:jcrisafi@kittelson.com
mailto:emitchell@wrallp.com
mailto:dduarte@jmt.com
https://marylandstemfestival.libsyn.com/website/choosing-a-career-in-traffic
mailto:skarbalaieali@atcsplc.com
mailto:adam.greenstein@wsp.com
https://futurecity.org/register
mailto:JRectanus@wallacemontgomery.com
https://www.ite.org/professional-and-career-development/young-leaders-to-follow/
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Career advice and development
Networking and interacting with transportation professionals
Leadership skills
Connecting with your peers
Equity, diversity, and inclusion
Problem solving scenarios and discussions
Introductions to cutting edge technologies
Reducing environmental impacts

To register to the Leadership Summit or to learn more about the event, please see
the link below.
 

ITE International Virtual Student Leadership Summit 
 

2019 Southern District ITE Student Leadership Summit, held at Clemson
University 

 

2019 Florida ITE Student Leadership Summit, held at the University of
South Florida 

Last Call for 2021 Sponsorships

mailto:bcesme@kittelson.com
mailto:adam.greenstein@wsp.com
mailto:jcrisafi@kittelson.com
mailto:emitchell@wrallp.com
mailto:skarbalaieali@atcsplc.com
https://www.ite.org/events-meetings/student-leadership-summits/ite-international-virtual-student-leadership-summit/?_zs=EgQel&_zl=o13q1
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WDCSITE is looking for your support in 2021 through sponsorships. Without your
support, WDCSITE, which is a volunteer organization, could not conduct its crucial
activities to engage our members and other transportation professionals in our
region through meetings, online presence via our website and social media, and
distribution of electronic monthly newsletters. Information about the sponsorship
levels - base and premier - can be found on the Sponsors page of the WDCSITE
website. 
 
Sponsorship for 2021 will last until January 31, 2022. The annual sponsorship drive
is our primary effort to raise additional funds to support WDCSITE's local area
programming. With the constantly changing economy, it is more important than ever
to show your support for our transportation industry. Your continued support will
help WDCSITE offer its members low-cost, quality programming for 2021 and
beyond.
 
If you would like to sponsor WDCSITE or have any questions about sponsorship,
please contact Adam Greenstein, the 2021 Vice President of the section, for more
information.  We look forward to your continued support of WDCSITE. 

Baltimore City Public Schools STEM Event Recap
On January 13, volunteers from WDCSITE partnered with volunteers from ACEC
Maryland and the Coast Guard to provide a virtual STEM event for students at
Edmonson Westside High School in Baltimore, MD, focusing on careers in
transportation.  The event began with a general session for all students, including a
Kahoot game that incorporated questions on transportation engineering and the
transportation industry in general.  From there, students divided into three breakout
rooms, with the opportunity to participate in two of the three sessions.  The sessions
covered the following topics:

Rules of the Road: Overview of the MUTCD; why it is important to the students'
communities; the updates planned by FHWA; how the students can use it to
shape the future of traffic engineering and transform transportation in
Baltimore City; and using it as a tool to find potential career opportunities in
the transportation industry
Careers in Transportation: A discussion on the transportation project planning
process and various career opportunities available in surface transportation
Jobs and Careers at the Coast Guard Yard: A panel of professionals who work
at the Coast Guard Yard in Southern Baltimore discussed their transportation
work, including maritime safety, security, and stewardship. They emphasized
opportunities for both enlisted and civilian jobs, including law enforcement,
skilled trades, and transportation logistics, as well as opportunities for intern
and apprenticeships.

The event ended with a listening session, where students asked questions related to
transportation, including career opportunities; transportation issues that present
barriers to social needs and future success; and how their teachers and
transportation professionals can help them manage those challenges.
 
The event was recorded by Baltimore City Public Schools staff and will be uploaded
to YouTube.  Once it is available, we will share it on the WDCSITE YouTube channel
and our other social media platforms.

mailto:jrectanus@wallacemontgomery.com
mailto:DDuarte@jmt.com
http://wdcsite.org/sponsors/
mailto:adam.greenstein@wsp.com


Slide from the 'Rules of the Road' presentation

Meet-a-Member: Katherine Kortum
1. Please introduce yourself and tell us about your
role in WDCSITE.
I'm a member of WDCSITE and have been since I moved
to DC in 2012. I was born in Houston, grew up in
Pittsburgh, and returned to Texas after graduation. I
worked for a consulting firm in Austin for a few years,
went back to grad school to get my MS and PhD at the
University of Texas, and then joined the TRB staff in DC.
I've earned my MBA and been a regular member at
WDCSITE and Mid-Colonial events since settling in DC.
 
2. Please tell us about your family.  
There's a family you have and a family you make. I'm
lucky that the family I have is pretty fantastic - and large,
with 30+ cousins scattered around the country. I've also made family out of friends
over the decades, and again, they're scattered around the world. Much of the
challenge of the COVID-19 pandemic for me has been inability to see so many of the
people who mean so much to me.
 
3. Please tell us something about your hobbies and activities outside work.
Books are everything to me, and I am a voracious reader. In March 2020, when DC
announced that libraries would be closing, I made frantic trips to multiple branch
libraries and lugged home a stack of more than three dozen books to get me
through what I figured would be a few-week shutdown. I've also missed my usual
slate of road races, because little matches the feeling of accomplishment of crossing
a finish line with a cheering crowd. I've done a number of virtual races, which are
better than nothing, but I look forward to returning to the in-person variety. In 2020,
I also began working with the DC Department of Health at public COVID-19 testing
sites. I have no plans to leave the transportation world, but there's also something
immensely satisfying about working on something that is so immediately and
obviously beneficial to the community.
 
4. Tell us briefly about your work - firm/organization, your role. What does
your typical workday look like?
I am a senior program officer at the Transportation Research Board. We hold
conferences and workshops; undertake applied research projects for states, transit
agencies, airports/airlines, and more; and provide recommendations to the USDOT,
Congress, and others about transportation policy. Much of my work is on those
transportation policy recommendations, so I work with committees of experts to



provide recommendations based on empirical evidence, develop lists of additional
research needed, and describe possible near- and long-term scenarios.
 
5. What projects have you worked on that have had a big impact on your career
or on a community?
Some of my favorite projects are on relatively new and dynamic concepts within
transportation. I led a study on regulating ridehailing companies and taxis back in
2014, when ridehailing was still very new and cities and states were scrambling to
figure out what to do with these new services that didn't fit nicely into any existing
regulatory categories. More recently, I have just completed a study on Mobility as a
Service, outlining how to better integrate transit and other transportation services, a
concept that has been around for a long time but which is gaining traction quickly.
 
6. What is your favorite WDCSITE, activity/event you have participated in and
what activity/event/presentation would you like to see next?
My favorites are the annual meetings, where people come together and get to hear
about interesting work happening throughout the district. My work in the nonprofit
research world falls well outside the usual ITE categories of "public sector" and
"private sector," so my day-to-day life doesn't always cause me to interact with most
of ITE's membership. The section and district meetings are my chance to see others,
hear about what they're up to, and remind them of those of us who aren't in the
binary public/private dichotomy.
 
7. When and how did you get involved with ITE and how has your involvement
in ITE, especially WDCSITE, helped your career?
I attended many local ITE events when I lived in Austin, both in the Austin district and
Texas-wide. When I returned to graduate school, I became chair of the student
chapter, largely because I wanted to make sure the regular pizza and taco lunches
with local professionals would continue. Because of my role leading Young
Professionals in Transportation for a few years after grad school, ITE appointed me to
a three-year ex-officio position on the International Board of Direction. Since then, I
have also been part of the annual planning committee for the Mid-Colonial District
conference.
 
8. What topic (besides connected and autonomous vehicles) are you most
interested in seeing progress in the next 10-15 years in the transportation
industry?
I'd like us to go back to basics and refocus on so many of the unflashy things that
would make our transportation system safer, easier, and cleaner. Better bus stops.
Curb bump outs at intersections. Crosswalks. Sidewalks. Transit priority lanes and
signals. Leading pedestrian intervals. Lighting at night. There are endless small but
impactful changes we can make to our transportation system that have been pushed
out of the spotlight by shiny new technology options. Technology has a lot of
potential, but it can't replace basic physical infrastructure.
 
9. What advice would you give to a young transportation engineer?
Join things. Raise your hand when people are looking for volunteers. Even if they're
not looking for volunteers, pipe up when you see potential improvements. Nobody
will care about your age if you prove yourself to be competent and thoughtful.

ITE New Members
WDCSITE would like to offer a warm welcome to all new ITE members in our section!

New Members 
Megan Cummings
Ahmed El-Aassar 



Sean Stephens

WDCSITE is happy to have you aboard and looks forward to your future participation.

2020 WDCSITE Sponsors

 

Premier Sponsor   
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https://pm.umd.edu/
https://www.wsp.com/
https://jmt.com/#s1
http://www.aecom.com/
https://www.centuryeng.com/
http://danielconsultants.com/
http://www.hntb.com/
https://www.jacobs.com/
https://www.kimley-horn.com/
https://www.kittelson.com/
https://www.mccormicktaylor.com/
https://www.ptvgroup.com/en-us/
http://www.rkk.com/


 

 

 
 

   

 

 
 

   

We would love to hear your thoughts / comments / suggestions on the newsletter.
Please feel free to reach out to our newsletter committee!

Thank You,

Dana Slone, Krishna Patnam, Eric Tang, & Philip Koloski
Newsletter Committee
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