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President's Message
Hello WDCSITE,
 
This edition of the WDCSITE Newsletter follows our mid-
month newsletter that recapped some of our recent
events prior from October. We hope you were able to
enjoy a day or more off for the Thanksgiving holiday to
reflect upon all for which we ought to be thankful.
 
The 2020 WDCSITE Annual Conference and Business
Meeting was held virtually for the first time on Wednesday and Thursday, November
18-19. The event was split into a two-day affair to provide schedule flexibility for
registrants. Although we miss being in-person to network, the event was a great
success and brought much needed familiarity. We had over 120 registrants with Neil
Pedersen, TRB Executive Director, featured as the keynote speaker. Burak Cesme
served as the Chair of the conference. He led a collaborative effort to assemble a
great set of presentations, which was greatly received by attendees. Also, we
presented the 2020 WDCSITE annual awards as well as the WDCSITE Scholarships. We
wrapped up our 2nd day with a fun happy hour trivia game.
 
As promised here is the 2020 Year in Review slideshow.
 
This year was a special one for our awards and, scholarship programs as we updated
the names to honor two individuals who have left a mark on this organization and its
members. Our award for up-and-coming stars in the Section was renamed the 'Amy
Polk and Selman Altun Young Professional of the Year Award' to honor Selman's
youthful and committed spirit in the face of adversity. WDCSITE's scholarship was
renamed the 'Pat Timbrook Scholarship' to honor Pat's attention to mentoring
students and young professionals. Additional details about the Annual Conference
and Business Meeting are included in this newsletter.
 
WDCSITE recently held elections for the Washington Area Director position with
Sogand Karbalaieali of ATCS elected by the WDCSITE membership. Sogand has been
an active participant with our Section as and ITE as a whole and will be a great
addition to the Board. Please join me in congratulating Sogand and wishing her the
very best for her tenure with WDCSITE.
 
As the holiday season approaches, we will be transitioning to the 2021 WDCSITE
Board at the end of December. As always, if you have any questions, comments, or
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Join our mailing list by
clicking on the image
above

Upcoming Events

 
Stay tuned to the
WDCSITE website,

Facebook, or
Twitter for any new
announcements.  

 

To view the calendar of
events, webinars, and
meetings organized by
ITE and its partners,
please click on the
image above. Schedule
dates are subject to
change.

To view the current job
postings via WDCSITE,
please click on the
image above.

Volunteers

Are you interested in
volunteering with events,
meetings, & other
activities with WDCSITE?
We are looking for
motivated enthusiastic

suggestions on how we can make WDCSITE a more resourceful professional
organization, please don't hesitate to reach out to me via email.
 
Have a great day, and I hope you're getting into the festive holiday spirit.
 
Cheers,
David Duarte
2020 WDCSITE President

2020 WDCSITE Annual Meeting Recap - Day 1
The chaotic year that is 2020 led to an unprecedented, all-virtual annual conference
and awards meeting. Despite the shift from an in-person setting to an online
platform, the annual conference was a resounding success. Day 1 began on the
morning of Wednesday, November 18th. Below is a recap of the day's events.

Opening Remarks and Keynote Speaker
Many thanks to Neil Pedersen, the Executive Director of TRB, for kicking-off
WDCSITE's 2020 Annual Meeting. Speaking to his insightful viewpoint on the Long
Term Trends Affecting the Future of Transportation, his presentation gave planners
and engineers much to thinking about when considering the future of transportation.
 
Opening with the thesis that the field of transportation planning is predicated on the
assumption that past trends will continue two or three decades into the future,
Pedersen questioned the amount of truth this still holds. What uncertainty does the
future bear and what changing trends should be consider? COVID is exposing supply
chain issues and shows that telecommunication may become a substitute for travel.
What will technology enabled transportation services like Uber and the development
of connected & automated vehicles bring to travel demand and transportation
forecasting. How do we make decisions now on infrastructure that have upwards of a
50 year implication, especially given the constraints of financing our surface
transportation network? Additionally, Mr. Pedersen addressed creating equity in
transportation access and the role transportation has in climate change.
 
The members and friends of WDCSITE appreciate Mr. Pedersen sharing his outlook on
the uncertainty of tomorrow.   
 

Neil Pedersen's presentation 
 
Transportation & COVID-19
Day 1 of the Annual Meeting continued with a panel discussion on transportation and
COVID-19. This session was moderated by Ryan Westrom (Ford Mobility) and
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individuals to further
WDCSITE's goal and
make us the professional
organization of choice.
Please contact Jon
Crisafi or Elisa Mitchell to
volunteer.

Topics and Speakers
 
We are always looking
for fresh ideas, topics,
and presentations. If you
are interested presenting
at a WDCSITE event,
please reach out to David
Duarte. 
 
Presentations from all
transportation and
related disciplines are
welcome.

2020 WDCSITE
EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 

 David Duarte
President

 Burak Cesme
Vice President

Adam Greenstein
Secretary / Treasurer

 

included presentations from Megan Kanagy (DDOT), Dan Goldfarb (NVTC), and Emil
Wolanin (Montgomery County DOT). Ryan kicked off this session by providing a brief
update on the mobility changes in a post-COVID world and impacts of COVID-19 on
various transportation modes. Next, each panelist gave a brief update on the impact
of COVID-19 and their agencies' responses to COVID-19. Dan Goldfarb first provided
a big picture perspective on how COVID-19 affected public transportation in Northern
Virginia using transit ridership data. Megan Kanagy and Emil Wolanin then discussed
their car-free lanes, streateries, sidewalk extensions, and revised parking regulations
to address transportation needs to respond to COVID-19. The presentations were
followed by a Q&A session with the participants.

Q&A Session with Dan Goldfarb, Megan Kanagy, Ryan Westrom, and
Emil Wolanin

Project of the Year and Award Ceremony  
The year 2020 saw two projects, both located in the District, share the honor of
winning the Project of the Year award. The C Street NE Rehabilitation and Florida
Avenue NE Interim Improvements projects met and surpassed the criteria for
judgement and exemplified the spirit of the award. Both projects used innovative
techniques to solve a transportation issue for the overall betterment of the
community. Vivek Hariharan, last year's WDCSITE President, announced the winners,
which was followed by presentations from the recipients.

A presentation on the C Street NE Rehabilitation project was given by Hari Thaker and
Oliver Boehm (Volkert). The project repurposes the existing right-of-way to include
separated bicycle lanes in both directions along the corridor. Additional features
include bulbouts, raised crosswalks, traffic calming and ADA upgrades, and two high-
intensity activated crosswalk (HAWK) signals. Due to bicycle and pedestrian
infrastructure enhancements, the project improves multimodal transportation along
the corridor.

 

C Street NE Rehabilitation Project presentation
 

The Florida Avenue NE Interim Improvements project presentation was given by
Othman Chebli (DDOT) and Gerard Baxter (JMT). Due to safety concerns along the
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 Jon Crisafi
Washington DC 

Area Director

Elisa Mitchell 
 Baltimore Area

Director

 John Rectanus
Financial Assistant

 

Vivek Hariharan
 District 

 Representative &
Immediate Past

President

existing corridor, there was an urgency to accelerate the delivery of the project; the
design phase was completed in two months and the project was constructed in four
months. A two-way protected cycle track with bicycle signals was built along the
section of the corridor west of West Virginia Avenue NE, while one-way protected
bicycle lanes in each direction were built east of West Virginia Avenue NE. The project
team successfully delivered major bicycle infrastructure improvements while
balancing the needs of other users - pedestrians, motorists, and bus users.

Florida Avenue NE Interim Improvements
presentation

 
After the Project of the Year presentations, current WDCSITE President David Duarte
announced the winners of the Section's annual awards. Please see the list of award
recipients below. Congratulations to all the winners! Additionally, we give a special
acknowledgement to Jeffrey Bruggeman, a recipient of the Transportation Service
award, who passed away in August of this year. Jeffrey's sister Linda accepted the
award on his behalf.

2020 Morris J. Rothenberg Past President's Award

Vivek Hariharan (RS&H)
 

2020 Amy Polk and Selman Altun Young Professional of the Year Award

mailto:jcrisafi@kittelson.com
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Adam Greenstein (WSP) Philip Koloski (RS&H)

 
2020 Appreciation Award

Jeff Paniati (ITE)
 

 2020 Transportation Service Award

Jeffrey Bruggeman (Retired from AECOM,
Posthumous)

  Soumya Dey (DDOT)

 
 

2020 Community Transportation Award



Clarence Haskett (MDOT SHA) Ed Rodenhizer (MDOT SHA)

2020 WDCSITE Annual Meeting Recap - Day 2
The WDCSITE Annual Conference and Awards Meeting continued on Thursday,
November 19th for an afternoon session that included the business meeting,
presentations on transit and CAV, and a social hour.
 
WDCSITE Business
Day 2 of the Annual Meeting kicked off with WDCSITE Business items, an opportunity
to share with members our year-to-date. We began with the President's message
from David Duarte, highlighting the Section's mission of keeping members engaged
with several events throughout the year. We managed to hold a few events in-person
before the pandemic forced us to connect remotely beginning in mid-March. With
the support of our members and leadership, we were able to organize several virtual
events. We also organized several virtual STEM events and were able to continue
sharing valuable resources with all of our members.

Adam Greenstein, our Secretary/Treasurer, summarized the financial year-in-review.
Thank you, as always, to John Rectanus for continuing to serve as our Section's
Financial Assistant. With no event-related expenses after mid-March except for
processing PDHs, combined with higher-than-average event attendance, we were
able to strengthen our financial status that will open more opportunities to support
and engage our members. Nevertheless, we will continue, as always, to plan
cautiously. We are in a great position to continue supporting programs like leadership
opportunities, college student chapters, and scholarships, in addition to several other
resources that members can use.
 
Adam followed with the results of our election for the 2021 WDCSITE Board. Our one
contested position, DC Area Director, featured four candidates, a situation not
encountered in recent years but emblematic of our Section's collective desire to be
actively involved. Phil Koloski, Sogand Karbalaieali, Eric Tang, and Jiaxin Tong all vied
for the position and proved to be fantastic candidates. The resulting close race
exemplifies how well-respected our Section's members and volunteers are in the
regional transportation industry. In the end, Sogand was the winning candidate and
will serve as DC Area Director starting in 2021. Congratulations, Sogand, and thank
you to Phil, Eric, and Jiaxin for a great race!

Our Past President, Vivek Hariharan, officially introduced our WDCSITE Pat Timbrook
Scholarship winners. With the passing of Pat Timbrook earlier this year, we wanted to
honor her legacy in the transportation industry, including her previous service with
the WDCSITE Board. As her name now adorns our scholarship program, we can
continue to support our student members with an added strength in our hearts. Our
scholarship winners this year are Amirreza Nickkar of Morgan State University and
Sara Zahedian of the University of Maryland. Congratulations!
 



Scholarship winners Amirreza Nickkar and Sara Zahedian 
  
Vivek then led the transition of our Board officers for 2021. David Duarte, Burak
Cesme, Adam Greenstein, Jon Crisafi, Elisa Mitchell, and Sogand Karbalaieali took the
oath of office for the coming year. The Board looks forward to faithfully serving our
great members and continuing to strengthen WDCSITE in the years to come.
 

The swearing in of the 2021 WDCSITE Board (not pictured - Elisa
Mitchell)

 
With the 2021 Board in place, our incoming President, Burak Cesme, shared words of
optimism and excitement as we look to the coming year. Acknowledging the
challenges of 2020 and the fact that many of them will continue into 2021, he is
dedicated to leading the Section during difficult times, building on David Duarte's
commitment and innovation in 2020. Burak will lead our Section with a sense of
passion and primary goals of improving student engagement through collaboration
with faculty members and university liaisons and continuing to invest in participation
from the public sector to further increase the diversity within our section.
 
Let's Talk Transit
Catherine Vanderwaart, WMATA Strategic Planning Advisor, presented "Do queue
jumps make buses faster? An analysis using details location data". She talked about
WMATA and DDOT efforts on bus priority and queue jumps installed in Washington,
DC, and how the data collected can be used in the future. Queue jumps show
promise in improving bus speed and reducing delay, as results were mostly positive
in terms of delay reduction at intersections in peak hours, but midday results were
inconclusive. Catherine discussed preferred design scenarios for best operation of
queue jumps and how to plan for future applications, including other bus priority
treatments and analysis strategies to complement them.



 
Kate Sylvester, MDOT MTA's Director of Planning, presented "MDOT MTA's transit
priority initiative - building consensus." She talked about various MDOT MTA services,
including BaltimoreLink bus service, of which local buses account for 2/3 of system
ridership. One of the initiatives is on North Avenue in Baltimore, using data-driven
analysis to reduce delay. To manage the challenges of implementing bus priority
measures, MDOT MTA created a guideline and tool kit for a non-technical audience.
MDOT MTA partnered with local jurisdictions to engage other government agencies
to realize societal benefits of these programs.
 
Gabriel Morey, ITS Coordinator from Alexandria's DASH transit service, presented
"moving targets - combining traffic sensors and the Kalman Filter to improve bus
arrival predictions." He talked about how challenging bus arrival prediction can be.
The current tool is based on running time plus running time adjustment and historic
average time. The Kalman filter builds on current methods of historic and current
running times by using schedules and bus stops to make predictions, adding other
measures to compare predictions and accordingly update bus arrival time predictions.
This method is more useful with routes with high number of buses. The algorithm will
be tested in 2021.
 

"Why Prioritize Transit" - from Kate Sylvester's presentation 
 
Connected and Automated Vehicles
Next, we heard about Connected and Automated Vehicles (CAV) through another
panel discussion. Katherine Kortum (TRB), Carole Delion (MDOT SHA), and Montasir
Abbas (Virginia Tech) participated as panelists and the session was moderated by
Steve Kuciemba (WSP).
 
Katherine Kortum gave highlights from the 2020 Automated Vehicle Symposium and
covered varying perspectives on the way CAVs will influence policy, technology,
safety, roadway capacity, and environment. Next, Carole Delion discussed CAV
activities and various CAV working groups in Maryland as well as MDOT SHA's
engagement and focus related to the CAVs. Finally, Montasir Abbas presented his
research on modeling new and emerging CAV features using the Pillar Diagram. The
panelists were then asked questions about issues, challenges, and opportunities
related to the CAVs and what steps an agency should be taking to prepare themselves
for the CAV technologies and applications. Our last technical session ended with
additional questions from the participants.
 



Q&A Session with Montasir Abbas, Carole Delion, Katherine Kortum, and
Steve Kuciemba 

 
Social Hour
Following the conference, participants were able to kick back and relax during a social
hour featuring trivia. The competition was fierce and in the end Jon Crisafi came out
on top. Thank you to Vivek Hariharan for compiling a challenging set of questions
and Elisa Mitchell and Eric Tang for assisting as judges. In addition, the winner of the
best virtual background image was announced - this was David Miller and his picture
of DC Circulator buses. During the course of the conference, participants were issued
a Bingo card with catch phrases they needed to mark off. Alvaro Calle was the fastest
to complete one. Kevin Permisohn was also the quickest to find the hidden WDCSITE
slideshow logo during a conference break.  
 

David Miller's winning virtual background, pictured in the bottom center 
 
The winners from these social competitions received a gift certificate for a local
business of their choice. Congratulations to all!
 
Closing Remarks
For attendees, PDH information was shared recently in a separate email and access to
video recordings and presentations will be coming soon.
 
If you have any questions or comments regarding the conference please contact
Burak Cesme. Further, please contact Burak if you would like to be involved in
WDCSITE activities in 2021.
 
The WDCSITE Board would like to thank all those involved with the conference. We
appreciate all attendees, presenters, moderators, organizers, and sponsors. This event,
especially in the unique circumstances this year, would not have been possible
without the collaborative effort put forward by our membership and broad
community of professionals.
 

mailto:bcesme@kittelson.com


Loudoun County Virtual Meeting Recording on YouTube
For those that were not able to attend the Loudoun County Virtual Meeting on
October 25th or did attend and would simply like to re-watch the presentations: we
have some good news! The full recording of the meeting is available on our YouTube
page - please see the link below. If you are interested in receiving updates on when
WDCSITE uploads a new video, please subscribe to the YouTube channel.

Loudoun County Virtual Meeting - Full Recording

Meet-a-Member: Sogand Karbalaieali
1. Please introduce yourself and tell us about your
role in WDCSITE.
 
I am Sogand Karbalaieali, and I will be the 2021
Washington DC Area Director. I have a PhD in
transportation engineering. My research focus was on
CAV technology in highway operations. I've worked in
consulting for the past three years.   
 
2. Please tell us about your family. 
 
My husband and I live in Capitol Hill with our three dogs: two old dachshunds and a
mixed hound. We both currently work from home, so 2020 has been their best year
so far. We are enjoy long bike rides on the Anacostia trails and Capital Crescent trails
and running on the mall. We love coffee, and I am sure I know all the coffee shops in
DC. Our favorite is LaColombe in Blagden Alley.   
 
3. Please tell us something about your hobbies and activities outside work.
 
I enjoy walking my dogs in the neighborhood and biking in DC with my friends. My
favorite bike lane is Pennsylvania Avenue from the Capitol to Freedom Plaza. I used to
go to the Portrait Gallery a lot; I am so sad that all museums are closed. My favorite
reads are the Washington Post, the Atlantic, and the New Yorker. My favorite podcasts
are Hidden Brain and Through Line. I am volunteering to help refugee students
through IRIS once a week and help with the STEM events in our section.
 
4. Tell us briefly about your work - firm/organization, your role. What does your
typical workday look like?
 
I am a transportation engineer at ATCS in Herndon, VA. I am running a variety of tasks
in the Traffic Engineering & Transportation Planning Department. My expertise is
traffic simulation modeling and data analysis. Currently, I am working on several
STARS projects in Prince William County and Richmond.
   
5. What projects have you worked on that have had a big impact on your career
or on a community?
 
Any projects with technology and innovation in transportation and multimodal
components really excite me. A recent project I finished was a corridor study in
Loudoun County, where we proposed an innovative intersection alternative - a
quadrant road intersection - to improve safety and traffic flow in a historic
neighborhood with an elementary school, mobile home community, and a
community park.  
  
6. What is your favorite WDCSITE, activity/event you have participated in and
what activity/event/presentation would you like to see next?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNLj9K5GPp0


       
I like our annual conference since I can get to know local professionals and learn from
their experiences. My favorite activity has been the STEM events because of the
opportunity to connect to students. They are smart, enthusiastic, and full of potential.
When we solve a transportation problem together or listen to their opinion, I truly
feel satisfied and happy.
 
7. When and how did you get involved with ITE and how has your involvement
in ITE, especially WDCSITE, helped your career? 

When I was in graduate school at LSU, I attended a few meetings. Once, I received an
invitation for an E-portfolio competition for TSMO. I won the award, which was a free
trip to DC to attend TRB. I met Eric Rencel, the Co Vice-Chair, and from there, he
became my ITE mentor. Later in 2018, I reached out to him to help with ITE volunteer
tasks. He assigned me to take care of the Annual Trending Report. By that time, none
of us had a clue what it would be. This year, We just got the second annual report
done, which will be published soon. I also attended the TSMO meetings that year.
Later, they asked if I would like to talk about TSMO to UMD graduate students, and
my answer was an absolute yes. There was a volunteer opportunity with a STEM event
in Takoma Park, where I met Adam and Eric, and since then, we've planned STEM
events together. Last year I was invited to talk about connected automated vehicle
technology in traffic simulation for the WDCSITE annual meeting and got to know
more members. ITE and WDCSITE membership has been an exceptional space for me
to get back to the community and a great networking platform. I am thrilled to join
the board and serve as the Washington DC Area Director. 

8. What topic (besides connected and autonomous vehicles) are you most
interested in seeing progress in the next 10-15 years in the transportation
industry?
 
I like to see perfect transportation systems everywhere, but I am not optimistic that
will happen in the next 10-15 years. I want to see more progress on the topics below:

Public transit - reliable and efficient
Transportation equity -for all regardless of their zip code
Multimodal corridor design and implementation
Design roads for people, not AVs nor more SOVs

I think this is good for 10 years!
   
9. What advice would you give to a young transportation engineer? 
  
I would ask them to improve their presentation skills. Have conversations with friends,
family, and strangers to learn about their traffic and safety perspective, travel
behavior, and expectations. Attend webinars and meetings about topics that they are
not an expert in. Show up and make yourself vulnerable and be willing to take action
in a team. Have a Twitter account, a must for transportation professionals!
  

ITE New Members
WDCSITE would like to offer a warm welcome to all new ITE members in our section!
 

New Members
Charles Nicholas Driban

Seongah Hong
Robert Molster

 
WDCSITE is happy to have you aboard and looks forward to your future participation.
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We would love to hear your thoughts / comments / suggestions on the newsletter.
Please feel free to reach out to our newsletter committee!

Thank You,

Dana Slone, Krishna Patnam, Eric Tang, & Philip Koloski
Newsletter Committee
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