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President's Message
Hi WDCSITE,
 
I write to you in my final President's Message with
tremendous gratitude towards our WDCSITE community
and across the transportation landscape. Despite
innumerous challenges this year we have risen to the
task. I believe our Section enters 2021 with lots of things
to look forward to. The Board and Leadership team are
positioned to provide more exciting content and events
in a virtual setting. Our members and friends also are ready to engage and
participate in new and exciting ways. Most importantly, we remain fixated on our
mission to provide a service to transportation professionals. As we reflect on 2020, I
would like to highlight the following items:
 
Honored Friends We've Lost:
During the Annual Conference and Business Meeting, WDCSITE announced the
honoring of two individuals who made a lasting impact to our community. Selman
Altun was memorialized alongside Amy Polk for the Young Professional of the Year
Award to honor his youthful and committed spirit in the face of adversity. Pat
Timbrook was honored through the renaming of WDCSITE's scholarship in her name
to recognize her attention to mentoring students and young professionals. We also
awarded Jeffrey Bruggeman, who passed away earlier this year, the Transportation
Service award following a long and impactful career in travel forecasting. Lastly, I'd
like to recognize any individuals from our community that we've lost in the last year.
Please keep them and their families in your thoughts and prayers.
 
Scholarship Fund:
WDCSITE was proud to support our students during the second year of our
scholarship program. We saw an opportunity to dedicate more revenue to our
scholarship fund to get closer to sustainability. Stay tuned as we have exciting plans
for new ways to further enhance our scholarship fund.
 
STEM:
School children have endured a difficult transition period and it was important to
WDCSITE to assist in engaging this population. We increased our involvement in
STEM and aligned ourselves with ITE's Innov8 National STEM Day (November 8). We
collaborated with jurisdictions we've had relationships before, like Takoma Park, but
also made new friends at others, like Caroline County. Further, we started to make
connections with even more jurisdictions, like Fairfax County, to have a broad
network next year.

http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1112531363652&ea=&a=1135127357912
https://www.facebook.com/Washington-DC-Section-Institute-of-Transportation-Engineers-336006217090306/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel&eid=ARAexFTE_rRGpl_KbvvvBZf6RIJzx_V2BRU851KcQh9A7Tx0vKBcLnbalXskB14AeAHcI8Uec91Q1CxB
https://twitter.com/wdcsite
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjGod_x9pDsAhUj01kKHRt4DzQQFjAAegQIAxAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUCjOdY_iNVztlxgvDq28yYSw%2Fabout&usg=AOvVaw3eljdQRJsXdgQgkC4Gx_Fq
http://www.wdcsite.org/
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http://www.ite.org/pdrks/default.asp
http://jobs.ite.org/
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Upcoming Events

 1/19 - WDCSITE
SimCap Meeting  
 
2/19 to 2/20 - ITE
Virtual Student
Leadership Summit
 
3/15 - ITE Diversity
Scholars Program
Application Deadline
 
5/1 - Transportation
Transforms
Submission
Deadline 

 
Stay tuned to the
WDCSITE website,

Facebook, or
Twitter for any new
announcements.  

 

To view the calendar of
events, webinars, and
meetings organized by
ITE and its partners,
please click on the
image above. Schedule
dates are subject to
change.

 
Events and Collaboration:
WDCSITE pivoted to a virtual environment to continue to serve its community. This
would not have been possible without our Area Directors and all the individuals
involved in programming. Please review the Year in Review slides to learn more
about the types of meetings and collaborative events we hosted this year.
 
Communication:
I couldn't be more grateful to our Newsletter team; Eric Tang (VHB), Krishna Patnam
(AECOM), Phil Koloski (RS&H), and Dana Slone (VHB). Every month they dedicate the
time and effort to put together this publication that serves as an excellent window
into all things WDCSITE. Special shout out to Alvaro Calle (VHB) and Bo Du (HNTB)
alongside Phil Koloski for their continued service in our website and social media
channels.
 
At the end of this month we will be transitioning to the 2021 WDCSITE Board. It has
been a great honor to serve as WDCSITE President and I have the utmost respect and
admiration for Burak Cesme and the rest of our leaders who will serve under his
presidency. As always, if you have any questions, comments, suggestions on how we
can make WDCSITE a more resourceful professional organization, please don't
hesitate to reach out to the Board via email.
 
From WDCSITE to you and yours, Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, and Happy
New Year!
 
Cheers,
David Duarte
2020 WDCSITE President

Call for 2021 Sponsorships
WDCSITE is looking for your support in 2021 through sponsorships. Without your
support, WDCSITE, which is a volunteer organization, could not conduct its crucial
activities to engage our members and other transportation professionals in our
region through meetings, online presence via our website and social media, and
distribution of electronic monthly newsletters.
 
As offered in 2020, we are offering two sponsorship levels (Premier and Base) for
2021.  A new opportunity for this year is an add-on to your Premier or Base
sponsorship that will go directly to supporting the Pat Timbrook Scholarship and
further WDCSITE's goal of assisting our local students. These sponsorships provide
an opportunity to promote your company to a demographic of diverse professionals
in our region. The Premier Sponsorship cost shown below is lower than that from
2020, as some planned activities coordinated by WDCSITE will be held virtually in
2021, which results in lower costs to the Section.  The WDCSITE 2021 sponsors will be
recognized in the following formats:
 
Premier Sponsorship - $750

All base sponsorship benefits (shown below), plus...
Prominent logo over base sponsors
Opportunity to speak on a technical topic at one meeting where the
event/session is named in honor of the sponsor
Two free registration tickets for the Annual Conference and Business Meeting

Base Sponsorship - $250

Company logo on the WDCSITE website until January 31, 2022

http://wdcsite.org/join-wdcsite/
http://wdcsite.org/
https://www.facebook.com/WashDCSITE
https://twitter.com/wdcsite
https://www.ite.org/events-meetings/event-calendar/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/AklDCjRvJlCl6EnOsWNKE_
http://wdcsite.org/
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Volunteers

Are you interested in
volunteering with events,
meetings, & other
activities with WDCSITE?
We are looking for
motivated enthusiastic
individuals to further
WDCSITE's goal and
make us the professional
organization of choice.
Please contact Jon
Crisafi or Elisa Mitchell to
volunteer.

Topics and Speakers
 
We are always looking
for fresh ideas, topics,
and presentations. If you
are interested presenting
at a WDCSITE event,
please reach out to David
Duarte. 
 
Presentations from all
transportation and
related disciplines are
welcome.

2020 WDCSITE
EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 

Company logo included in all WDCSITE communication (emails, newsletters,
etc.)
Company recognized at WDCSITE events/meetings
WDCSITE Sponsorship Social event to recognize our sponsors
No charge for job postings (subject to a limited quantity of posts) via various
WDCSITE communication outlets

Scholarship Add-on - $250

Directly support our local university students
Company recognized during the awarding of the Pat Timbrook Scholarship at
the Annual Conference and Business Meeting
Company recognized at a planned fundraising event (outdoor or virtual)
Support is encouraged regardless of sponsorship level

 
Sponsorship for 2021 will last until January 31, 2022. The annual sponsorship drive
is our primary effort to raise additional funds to support WDCSITE's local area
programming. With the constantly changing economy, it is more important than ever
to show your support for our transportation industry. Your continued support will
help WDCSITE offer its members low-cost, quality programming for 2021 and
beyond.
 
If you would like to sponsor WDCSITE or have any questions about sponsorship,
please contact Adam Greenstein, the 2021 Vice President of the section, for more
information.  We look forward to your continued support of WDCSITE. 

2021 SimCap Meeting Save The Date

 
WDCSITE is holding its annual SimCap Meeting on January 19th, 2021 from 1:30 to
3:00 PM EST. Due to the ongoing pandemic, the 2021 edition of the meeting will be
held virtually. The preliminary list of speakers and topics include:

Paolo J. Belita, Planning Manager, Prince William County - TBD
Seongah Hong, Shankar Natarajan, Jacobs Engineering Group - CAV on Mixed
Traffic -Traffic Simulation Case Study using IDM
David K. Hale, Leidos - FHWA's Multi-Resolution Modeling (MRM) Task Force
Burak Cesme, Kittelson - CAV Capacity
Bo Du, HNTB - Dulles Toll Road HOV Study

MUTCD Notice of Proposed Amendments Released

FHWA has released a Notice of Proposed Amendments (NPA) for the 11th edition of
the MUTCD. The NPA is available for public comment in the Federal Register. The
deadline for comments is March 15, 2021. As described by FHWA, this NPA

http://wdcsite.org/opportunities/
mailto:jcrisafi@kittelson.com
mailto:emitchell@wrallp.com
mailto:dduarte@jmt.com
mailto:adam.greenstein@wsp.com
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/12/14/2020-26789/national-standards-for-traffic-control-devices-the-manual-on-uniform-traffic-control-devices-for
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"represents a comprehensive update to the MUTCD, incorporating the results of over
150 Official Experiments of novel traffic control devices and applications, Official
Interpretations, Interim Approvals, and other research conducted both independently
and by the Traffic Control Device Consortium Pooled Fund."

A marked up version of the manual is available on the Federal Register for easier
review of proposed changes. We strongly encourage our members to review the
proposed revisions and provide comments on the NPA. Visit the MUTCD News Feed
for more information.

From the ITE Spotlite

 
Below are a few items that were covered in the December 16th edition of the ITE
Spotlite: 

The application period for the ITE Diversity Scholars Program for high school
students is now open. The deadline for applications is March 15, 2021. For
more information, visit the ITE Diversity Scholars Program page.
The ITE Virtual Student Leadership Summit will take place from February 19th
to the 20th, 2021. This is a student-focused event organized by transportation
students representing 15 universities from across the United States, Canada,
Australia, and New Zealand. For more information how to register for the
Summit, visit the event page on the ITE website.
ITE is seeking short-cut videos for entry into the Transportation Transforms
Communities Video Challenge. The submission portal opens on February 1,
2021, and entries must be received by May 1, 2021. For more information,
visit the contest page on the ITE website.
Learn more about the upcoming ITE International elections here.

Baltimore City Public Schools STEM Event Recap
On December 2, 2020, Adam Greenstein and Puskar Kar represented ITE on a panel
of engineers meeting with high school students at the National Academy Foundation
in Baltimore City.  They discussed the field of engineering in general, how they got
into engineering as a career, why they chose the transportation sector, and what
makes work in transportation important and relevant to everyone.  A primary focus
of this event was to help students better understand potential futures in engineering,
as many school students do not learn about engineering until after high school. 
Puskar and Adam also highlighted opportunities outside of engineering where
students can consider careers in transportation, both those involving college
education and those involving other paths after high school; examples included
maintenance and operations, driver services, policy, and supply chain (including
trucking).  All representatives on the panel highlighted the importance of non-
technical skills in becoming successful in engineering. 
 
Feedback from students and teachers was overwhelmingly positive.  BCPS staff and
ITE volunteers are now planning a transportation-focused virtual STEM event for
students at Edmonson-Westside High School on January 13, 2021.

Meet-a-Member: Seongah Hong

mailto:DDuarte@jmt.com
mailto:bcesme@kittelson.com
mailto:adam.greenstein@wsp.com
mailto:jcrisafi@kittelson.com
mailto:emitchell@wrallp.com
https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=FHWA-2020-0001-0038
https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/mutcd_news.htm
http://ite.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0yMjE5NjQ4JnA9MSZ1PTUxNjc0NjM3NCZsaT0yMTA4MjI5NQ/index.html
https://www.ite.org/events-meetings/student-leadership-summits/ite-international-virtual-student-leadership-summit/?_zs=EgQel&_zl=o13q1
https://www.ite.org/membership/transportation-transforms-communities-video-competition/?_zs=EgQel&_zl=x13q1
https://www.ite.org/about-ite/2022-international-president-and-vice-president/?_zs=EgQel&_zl=w13q1
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1. Please introduce yourself and tell us about your
role in WDCSITE.
My name is Seongah Hong, and I have been working
with Jacobs for three years as a traffic engineer at
Jacobs. Before joining Jacobs, I was a PhD candidate at
the University of Virginia and I received my degree in
2017. My research was in Connected Automated
Vehicles, and I collaborated with the Oak Ridge National
Laboratory to develop various CAV control logics and to
program an advanced microsimulation platform. I'm a relatively new member at
WDCSITE, and I am looking forward to the experience here!
 
2. Please tell us about your family.  
My husband is also a transportation engineer, working at VHB, and we live in
Chantilly, Virginia. I think Chantilly is a great place to live! It's close to where I work,
and everything is nearby, including my favorite shopping center, Costco! My parents-
in-law live in Centreville, Virginia. We have frequent family gatherings and activities
(e.g. hiking, visiting parks, eating out, and walking my parents-in-law's dog, Max).
 
3. Please tell us something about your hobbies and activities outside work.
Before COVID-19, my husband and I spent our weekends with social church activities.
We used to hang out with our small group for Bible study and fellowships, doing
potlucks, sharing life experiences, and getting together for meals, which we were not
able to do for the last eight months. After COVID-19, my husband and I caught up on
our Korean dramas and shows. You have no idea how much time we spent on this.
We also did some other activities, such as working out in our makeshift home gym. I
am currently studying for the FE, which is quite devastating as it's been awhile since I
learned much of the materials.
 
4. Tell us briefly about your work - firm/organization, your role. What does
your typical workday look like?
I am a transportation engineer at Jacobs' Herndon office. I am involved in various
traffic operations and transportation planning projects, such as microsimulation
modeling, corridor studies, and traffic impact studies. I am also involved in
conducting innovative research in Connected and Automated Vehicles, funded by the
Jacobs innovative solution program.
   
5. What projects have you worked on that have had a big impact on your career
or on a community?
I think I was fortunate that I could work on CAV projects over the course of my PhD. I
was able to advance my programming and microsimulation modeling skills while
developing several CAV control logics and programming evaluation tools. This
experience led me to win funding from the Jacobs Innovation Research Program and
allowed me to continue on with my CAV research.
  
6. What is your favorite WDCSITE, activity/event you have participated in and
what activity/event/presentation would you like to see next?     
I've had the opportunity to attend the SimCap meeting hosted by WDCSITE in
January 2020. It was an interesting event where I learned more about other
practitioners' use of simulation tools. As I am a relatively new member of WDCSITE, I
am hoping to learn more about the WDCSITE group, and I look forward to attending
more events hosted by WDCSITE.
 
7. When and how did you get involved with ITE and how has your involvement
in ITE, especially WDCSITE, helped your career?
My first commitment with ITE was during my graduate studies at the University of
Virginia. I served as the president in the ITE student chapter in 2016. I organized
monthly speaker series, workshop, field trips, and carried forward with the board

mailto:jrectanus@wallacemontgomery.com
mailto:vivek.hariharan@rsandh.com


member of the Chapter. After I joined Jacobs, I started volunteering with the
WDCSITE board. I would like to explore more opportunities with WDCSITE and to
expand my responsibilities next year.
         
8. What topic (besides connected and autonomous vehicles) are you most
interested in seeing progress in the next 10-15 years in the transportation
industry?
I am interested to see how Big Data would benefit the transportation industry.
Thanks to the advanced sensors and navigation/mapping systems, we can now
collect numerous types of traffic-related data from various sources effortlessly. I
would like to see what we can do with Big Data, specifically how we could embrace
this opportunity in the current practices of transportation operations and planning in
the next 10 years.
    
9. What advice would you give to a young transportation engineer? 
This is what I wish I could have done - I would like to encourage young professionals
to start networking early in their career. Networking is one of those things that is
vital to career growth. You can often learn from peers that you meet outside work,
which you couldn't have learned at your desk. For those who are not comfortable in
networking with people that they are not familiar with, including myself, I would
suggest googling tips that you can use to overcome fear and successfully network.
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We would love to hear your thoughts / comments / suggestions on the newsletter.
Please feel free to reach out to our newsletter committee!

Thank You,

Dana Slone, Krishna Patnam, Eric Tang, & Philip Koloski
Newsletter Committee
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