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President's Message
Hi WDCSITE,
 
This edition of the WDCSITE Newsletter will be our last
before Thanksgiving so everyone on the Board and
Leadership team want to wish you a very Happy
Thanksgiving! We hope you enjoy it safely with family
and friends. This edition contains a cornucopia of topics
for you to digest ahead of the busy holiday season.
 
Next week is the deadline for the most important vote in history. I'm referring to
WDCSITE Elections of course! But seriously, along with our vital civic duty to elect
local, state, and national government leaders, please also keep in mind that this
Section succeeds when you stay engaged, learn about each candidate, and vote. We
appreciate your support for one of our four amazing DC Area Director candidates.
 
Whether it be joint meetings with VASITE and ASHE or our own events held with the
support of our partner counties and municipalities, collaboration is key to our
outreach. In light of recent and upcoming events, I wanted to highlight how
important it is to maintain collaborative relationships and create new ones. If you
have any ideas for how any organization or agency you are a part of can collaborate
with WDCSITE, don't hesitate to reach out to the Board.
 
Lastly, I'm excited to announce our 2020 Annual Conference. Burak Cesme, Vice
President, has been hard at work coordinating with presenters, moderators, and
other volunteers to finalize all the details. Although this year is virtual, rest assured
our goal is to keep the community engaged and informed. Also tune in to the
Business Meeting portion of the event as we announce election results, honor award
winners, and fulfil officer transitions. Please see the conference section below for
further details.
 
Have a great day and enjoy your Thanksgiving holiday.
 
Cheers,
David Duarte
2020 WDCSITE President

WDCSITE Virtual Annual Conference - Registration Open

http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1112531363652&ea=&a=1134933483851
https://www.facebook.com/Washington-DC-Section-Institute-of-Transportation-Engineers-336006217090306/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel&eid=ARAexFTE_rRGpl_KbvvvBZf6RIJzx_V2BRU851KcQh9A7Tx0vKBcLnbalXskB14AeAHcI8Uec91Q1CxB
https://twitter.com/wdcsite
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjGod_x9pDsAhUj01kKHRt4DzQQFjAAegQIAxAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUCjOdY_iNVztlxgvDq28yYSw%2Fabout&usg=AOvVaw3eljdQRJsXdgQgkC4Gx_Fq
http://www.wdcsite.org/
http://wdcsite.org/awards/
http://www.ite.org/pdrks/default.asp
http://jobs.ite.org/


Stay in Touch

Join our mailing list by
clicking on the image
above

Upcoming Events

 
Stay tuned to the
WDCSITE website,

Facebook, or
Twitter for any new
announcements.  

 
11/18 to 11/9
- WDCSITE Virtual
Annual Conference

To view the calendar of
events, webinars, and
meetings organized by
ITE and its partners,
please click on the
image above. Schedule
dates are subject to
change.

To view the current job
postings via WDCSITE,
please click on the
image above.

The 2020 WDCSITE Virtual Annual Conference and Awards Meeting will be held on
Wednesday, November 18th for a morning session and Thursday November 19th for
an afternoon session. A social event will take place after the Thursday afternoon
session. 
 
SESSION 1: WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2020
9:00 AM - 9:10 AM: Opening Remarks
 
9:10 AM - 9:30 AM: Keynote Speaker              
Neil Pedersen (TRB - Executive Director)
 
9:30 AM - 10:45 AM: Transportation & COVID-19
Moderator:    Ryan J. Westrom (Ford - Head of Mobility Engagement - East Coast)
Speakers:       Megan Kanagy (DDOT - Bus Priority Program Lead)

Dan Goldfarb (NVTC - Transit Planning and Programs Manager)
Emil Wolanin (Montgomery County - Deputy Director/Chief Operating
Officer)

               
10:45 AM - 11:00 AM: Break and Activity
11:00 AM - Noon: Project of the Year
Noon - 12:30 PM: Award Ceremony
 
SESSION 2: THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2020
2:00 PM - 2:45 PM: WDCSITE Business

President's Message
Treasurer's Report
Scholarship
Election Results
Officer Transition
Incoming President Statement

2:45 PM - 3:45 PM: Technical Session 1: Let's Talk Transit
Moderator:    Burak Cesme (Kittelson and Associates, Inc. - Senior Engineer)
Speakers:       Catherine Vanderwaart (WMATA - Senior Transportation Economist

Kate Sylvester (MDOT MTA - Director, Planning and Programming)
Gabriel Morey (Alexandria DASH - ITS Coordinator)

 
3:45 PM - 4:00 PM: Break and Activity
 
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM: Technical Session 2: Connected and Automated Vehicles (CAV)
Moderator:    Steve Kuciemba (WSP - National ITS & CAV Practice Lead)
Speakers:       Katherine Kortum (TRB Senior Program Officer)

Carole Delion (MDOT SHA - Division Chief, CAV Systems)
Montasir Abbas (Virginia Tech - Associate Professor)

        
5:00 PM - 5:10 PM: Closing Remarks & Meeting Adjournment
 
SESSION 3: THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2020
5:30 PM - 6:30 PM: Annual Meeting Social (Details Will be Provided)
   
Fee Structure
$40 - Private Sector, ITE Member
$60 - Private Sector, Non-ITE Member
Free - Public Sector, Students, and Retirees
 
PDHs will be provided for this event. Please register using the link below.
 

http://wdcsite.org/join-wdcsite/
http://wdcsite.org/
https://www.facebook.com/WashDCSITE
https://twitter.com/wdcsite
https://www.ite.org/events-meetings/event-calendar/
http://wdcsite.org/opportunities/


Volunteers

Are you interested in
volunteering with events,
meetings, & other
activities with WDCSITE?
We are looking for
motivated enthusiastic
individuals to further
WDCSITE's goal and
make us the professional
organization of choice.
Please contact Jon
Crisafi or Elisa Mitchell to
volunteer.

Topics and Speakers
 
We are always looking
for fresh ideas, topics,
and presentations. If you
are interested presenting
at a WDCSITE event,
please reach out to David
Duarte. 
 
Presentations from all
transportation and
related disciplines are
welcome.

2020 WDCSITE
EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 

 David Duarte
President

 Burak Cesme
Vice President

Register Now!

DC Area Director Election - Polls Close November 4th
A reminder to our members - voting for the DC Area Director position is still
ongoing! A link to the ballot was sent to all members via e-mail as recently as
October 28th. Please check your e-mail inboxes, spam folder included. Voting closes
on November 4th at 5 PM EST.

Save the Date - 2021 ITE Mid-Colonial District Annual Conference
The 2021 ITE Mid-Colonial District Annual Conference has been announced! Please
see the graphic below for event information.

 
 

Joint VASITE-WDCSITE Virtual Meeting Recap

 
WDCSITE and VASITE partnered to host a virtual technical meeting on Wednesday
October 7 to highlight projects and efforts across Maryland, Virginia, and the District
of Columbia. The meeting drew over 150 attendees and featured three great
presentations. Dr. Zhengtian Xu (Assistant Professor, George Washington University)
presented on utilizing empirical data and algorithms to better optimize app-based
ride-sharing services by reducing the magnitude of "empty miles" (i.e. miles traveled
without passengers). His work detailed some of the physical and temporal frictions
that separate drivers from customers and aims to better reposition themselves
towards desired destinations.
 
David Petrucci (Senior Safety Engineer, Federal Highway Administration) followed up
presenting on FHWA's drive to incorporate more data-driven safety analysis into
transportation impact studies. With updates to the ITE recommended practice on
multimodal transportation impact analysis and other leading industry advancements

mailto:jcrisafi@kittelson.com
mailto:emitchell@wrallp.com
mailto:dduarte@jmt.com
mailto:DDuarte@jmt.com
mailto:bcesme@kittelson.com
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=e9zsaemab&oeidk=a07ehdszh0z7dc72531
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like the AASHTO Highway Safety Manual, there is a new set of opportunities to
evaluate roadway performance that can focus on conflicts and safety benefits.
 
Federico Tallis (Transportation Planner, VHB) wrapped the meeting by presenting on
utilization of Capital Bikeshare's opensource data to derive estimates on bicycle
traffic activity and origin-destination analysis. He highlighted VHB's work to help
identify the potential number of users that would be using the new planned facility
in-lieu of the status quo. They then used existing data to inflate that number to all
Bike users and account for latent demand.
 
With a great turnout and question, we would like to thank our colleagues at VASITE
for a great joint meeting and look forward to future collaborations in 2021! 

Panel Discussion on Operational Impacts of COVID-19 on
Maryland's Roadways

The State of Maryland's response to the global pandemic has impacted many aspects
of your daily life, but how has it impacted the traditional patterns of traffic flow and
operations across the State? A panel discussion held on September 29th provided
insight into what the State's roadways have looked like the past couple of months
WDCSITE was pleased to have Dr. Nicole Katsikides with Texas A&M's Transportation
Research Institute, Mr. Jason Dicembre, the Division Chief at MDOT's Traffic
Management Center Operations Division, and Dr. Jianyang Zheng with MDOT's 
Office of Traffic and Safety share their insights on COVID-19's impact on Maryland's
roadways.

With stay at home orders issued by Maryland's Governor on March 30th, by the third
week of April, Maryland's permanent traffic count stations registered as much as a
49% drop year to year in the daily traffic volumes. Since then various stages of
reopening has increased the traffic volumes on Maryland roadways, however the
average daily traffic volumes are still 15% lower than 2019. More significantly, the
truck volumes, which are a direct indicator of the freight mobility and the supply
chains of essential goods, remain 12% lower than 2019. With an overall reduction of
28% in the VMT, the total number of crashes has significantly decreased by 26%,
however the number of fatal crashes has increased by 29%. The panelists discussed
that speeding has been identified to have increased significantly across the state,
encouraged by the lower traffic volume, along with it being the primary factor in
most single vehicle crashes that resulted in fatal and severe injury crashes.

Incident Management is another focal point during the pandemic. Although traffic
volumes have decreased, crashes are continuing to occur requiring the usual
attention and prompt actions by the Coordinated Highways Action Response Team
(CHART).  Making sure that MDOT has appropriate staffing levels and proper safety
measures in place to protect the health of essential workers are two crucial needs
that are being prioritized during the pandemic.

The pandemic has also shown there is a need to better understand the travel
behavior data and to develop solutions that address asset management, system
management, and operational needs. There is an increase in truck volumes on lower
classification roadways that is causing increase in ESAL on the pavement accelerating
the pavement deterioration. The shortage of truck parking is an area Maryland is
looking to address as an immediate priority.

Curbside management in the urban areas has been identified as another focus area.
Maryland is looking to use technology solutions to enhance operation and
maintenance efforts that respond to these changes in traffic behavior, during the
pandemic and potentially beyond.
 

mailto:adam.greenstein@wsp.com
mailto:jcrisafi@kittelson.com
mailto:emitchell@wrallp.com
mailto:jrectanus@wallacemontgomery.com
mailto:vivek.hariharan@rsandh.com


Representative &
Immediate Past

President

Many thanks to Puskar Kar from ATCS for organizing this event and moderating the
panel creating an intriguing and information discussion.

 
 

Meet-a-Member: Nathan Umberger
1. Please introduce yourself and tell us about your
role in WDCSITE.
 
My name is Nathan Umberger, proud member of
WDCSITE and I have been working to contribute
through events and participation in promoting ITE at
ATCS and across our field. I'm excited to have recently
added RSP1 as a certification as well to increase
contributions to the section and community.
 
2. Please tell us about your family. 
 
My wife of 9 years and I live in the Herndon area of Virginia with our two dogs. My
family and I originally hail from Shenandoah County in the Northwest part of
Virginia.
 
3. Please tell us something about your hobbies and activities outside work.
 
 I have a "second career" as a NCAA College Football Referee, currently working as a
Center Judge in the American Conference. So usually heated public meetings pale in
comparison to being booed by 30,000-40,000 angry fans! Two of the most
memorable experiences as an official were last year having the opportunity meet
Former President George W. Bush at SMU when he was the guest for the coin toss
and in 2016 I was given the honor of working the National Division II Championship
Game in Kansas City.
 
I'm also a big fitness fan, so you can usually find me working out to try to improve
strength and conditioning, which helps me perform on the football field in keeping
up with college athletes. During the pandemic this has been especially challenging
trying to find creative ways to stay in shape!
 
4. Tell us briefly about your work - firm/organization, your role. What does
your typical workday look like?
 
I currently serve as the Traffic Engineering & Planning Department Lead/Director for
ATCS. It is a fast-paced job working to develop our team through training and
mentorship, serve our clients with high quality engineering and expertise, and help
grow our company through new traffic and planning opportunities.



Daily, I work with the engineers on our staff to plan and perform our work,
coordinate and meet with clients, manage schedules and budgets for projects, and
contribute to companywide initiatives and programs such as mentoring, training, and
strategic planning. In the pandemic world, Teams/Zoom and e-mail are the name of
the game!
   
5. What projects have you worked on that have had a big impact on your career
or on a community?
 
One of the biggest projects I've worked on was during my time living and working in
South Carolina when I was asked to jump in as a Mega Projects Manager. I was
overseeing two $50+ million projects that taught me a lot about the importance of
relationships, working together, having the ultimate goal in mind, and working hard
day in and day out to accomplish what was needed. The projects were critical to the
Town of Mount Pleasant and improving the traffic and operations of US-17 as well as
maintaining the sense of place and uniqueness of the Town around the corridor.

Most recently, being a part of the STARS (Strategically Targeted Affordable Roadway
Solutions) Program in Virginia has been a great opportunity to work across a lot of
communities to really find ways to solve problems in ways that can be delivered. A
majority of our work has been in the Northern Virginia area and we're consistently
looking for innovative ways to encourage multimodal uses and improve conditions in
constrained environments.
  
6. What is your favorite WDCSITE, activity/event you have participated in and
what activity/event/presentation would you like to see next?
       
 The Audi Field event last year was an awesome event and a lot of fun, Jon Crisafi and
the team did a great job of organizing. The presentations and networking were
fantastic as well as the opportunity to take in a DC United game.
As a sports fanatic, I would love to see other events if we are ever allowed to attend
live sports again! But there is so much history and unique venues around the District
(the annual conference at the National Union Building was also great), I think we can
continually take advantage of that to provide engaging meetings that members will
be excited to attend.
 
7. When and how did you get involved with ITE and how has your involvement
in ITE, especially WDCSITE, helped your career?
 
 I initially got involved with ITE in South Carolina when I was an Assistant District
Traffic Engineer around 2012 because there was a chance to visit and tour the brand
new Amazon Distribution Center that was built in Columbia, when they weren't all
over the place yet and it was pretty novel in the state.
Being involved in ITE has allowed me to continually grow my technical knowledge
and background, network with other great minds in our field, and give back to
younger members by sharing my own experiences. There is so much I have been able
to see at Section, District, and National Conferences (2016 in Anaheim has definitely
been a highlight of my career, anyone who hasn't had a chance to do a National
Conference definitely should make one) that has helped me be professionally more
impactful and advance in my career. Additionally, being able to gain PTOE & RSP
certifications has been a big help in demonstrating capability and commitment to the
field.
         
8. What topic (besides connected and autonomous vehicles) are you most
interested in seeing progress in the next 10-15 years in the transportation
industry?
 



It may be an odd one as non-technical, but for me working in public service for 14
years I think how we interact with the public and political leaders through outreach,
education, mutual learning and understanding is going to be key to progress in our
industry. With social media and political/special interests so in the forefront, how do
we stay focused on engineering while being able to communicate what and why we
are doing what we do. Can we have the public, in both rural and urban settings, be
an ally instead of an adversary to projects and initiatives such as innovative
intersections. How can we gain support for the ideas we have to solve our problems
within the constraints we consistently deal with such as environmental concerns, site
conditions, and financial resources.
   
9. What advice would you give to a young transportation engineer? 
  
 Find a mentor (or two!) in someone you respect who will help you in your career, be
willing to take the time to teach you, and take an interest in your development. ITE is
a great place to meet someone like this! It is hard to do everything on your own in
an industry that gets to be faster paced every day. Those with experience and those
fresh out of school can learn a lot from each other. Whenever I mentor a new
engineer, I learn as much, or more, from them as they probably do from me. In fact,
I'm sure of it!

ITE New Members
WDCSITE would like to offer a warm welcome to all new ITE members in our section!
 

New Members
Catherine Seebauer
Joshua Wolfgram

 
WDCSITE is happy to have you aboard and looks forward to your future participation.

2020 WDCSITE Sponsors

 

Premier Sponsor   

  

Premier Sponsor   

 

https://pm.umd.edu/
https://www.wsp.com/
https://jmt.com/#s1


Premier Sponsor  

 
 

 
 

 

 

   
 

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

   

 

 
 

   

We would love to hear your thoughts / comments / suggestions on the newsletter.
Please feel free to reach out to our newsletter committee!

Thank You,

Dana Slone, Krishna Patnam, Eric Tang, & Philip Koloski
Newsletter Committee
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