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Our Fighting Fifth have joined the one 
percent of Americans who answer the call 
of duty a world away to protect the interest 
of our country, keep us safe and protect 
our freedom. We are happy to announce 
that our SPMAGTF-CR-CC (Special Purpose 
Marine Air Ground Task Force) landed 
safely and are now dispersed across many 
countries in the Middle East including 
Syria, Afghanistan and Iraq. As we enjoy our 
freedoms, let us never forget the men and 
women and their families who sacrifice to 
make it possible during this nine-month 
deployment. 

In the cycles when our Marines are 
deployed, our Support and Outreach 
increases significantly. DPSG has special  

“Farewells” as the families are separated for 
nine long months and joyous “Welcome 
Homes” when our Marines step foot on 
American soil. We hold baby showers for 
children born to our courageous women of 
the regiment who are having this important 
milestone with their husband so far away. A 
top priority is to send our Marine children 
to Summer Camp to help our young ones 
make friends, stimulate interests and above 
all, smile. We are here for any 911 need not 
met by our Marine Corps and we are ready 
to serve our stateside Fighting Fifth if there 
are challenges at home in the days, weeks 
and months that their Marines are stationed 
across the world.  

Thank you for “answering the call” for our 
deployment needs and letting our Marines 
know they are appreciated by a grateful 
nation as they leave the safety and comfort 
of home and family. Together we have made 
a difference!  

What is the Special 
Purpose Marine Air-
Ground Task Force 

– Crisis Response – 
Central Command?  
The memory of 
Benghazi and the 
lack of an immediate 
U.S. military response 
prompted the creation of Marine units 
specifically tasked with “crisis response.”  A 
SP-MAGTF-CR-CC is a self-mobile, self-
sustaining force of Marines and sailors, 
capable of responding to a range of 
expeditionary operations in response to a 
crisis or peacetime mission. 

This unit, commanded by Col George 
C.Schreffler, our 5th Marine Regiment 
Commander, is specifically trained 
to support U.S. and partner interests 
throughout the United States Central 
Command area of responsibility.  Duties 
of the SPMAGTF include: embassy 
reinforcement; support to non-combatant 
evacuation operations; tactical recovery 
of aircraft and personnel; humanitarian 
assistance; and disaster relief. The unit 
also takes part in training exercises with 
regional partners. 

We need the help of Patriotic citizens and 
businesses to support our War Fighters. 
Keep them safe, and God Bless America!

With appreciation and respect,

Semper Fi 

Terry Rifkin, President

President’s Message

Dear Friends of the 5th, 

The Faces

of

deployment
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Meet our new Director, David Shahoian

We are always looking for some good volunteers!  The 
Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment Support Group has built 
its reputation through the dedication and patriotism of its 
volunteers. We think of ourselves as a “Volunteer Family” and 
many strong friendships have grown among its members.

You’ve probably seen our “red shirts” at the summer concerts, 
the Food, Wine & Music Festival, the Dana Point Grand Prix of 
Cycling, and countless other events in which we participate. 
Those “red shirts” are earned by volunteers, not given…and as 
you’ve noticed, there are many who have earned them! 

Our taking part in community events is not only fun for us, but 
also helps to raise funds to support our deployed Marines and 
Sailors, and the families they have left behind.  Support for their 
Marine Corps Ball, baby showers, family outings to amusement 
parks, Thanksgiving dinner at Waterman’s and holiday parties 
for our single Marines and Marine families are just a few of the 
support and outreach efforts that we offer to our heroes. 

What are the benefits of volunteering?

• Enjoy the satisfaction of contributing to the lives of our 
brave defenders and their dependents who sacrifice so 
much 

• Share great experiences in the community and on the base 
at Camp Pendleton with other DPSG volunteers

• Provide leadership while having fun

• Gain recognition and respect as a DPSG volunteer

• Grow personally

• Participate in lifelong learning

• Make new friends

So, do you have what it takes to wear a red shirt? 

If you are interested, email Judy Mastracchio at 
5thmarinevolunteers@gmail.com.

With over 20 years of banking and lending experience, David Shahoian is currently a Vice President & 
Relationship Manager at Farmers & Merchants Bank. After leaving San Diego State University, David has 
held key management positions at US Bank, Huntington Bank and Union Bank where he developed 
vast experience in Commercial and Corporate Lending. 

Mr. Shahoian was also licensed for Series 6, 63, and Life Insurance, as he worked closely with the Private 
Bank at Union Bank to develop Wealth Management clients. Being a leader in his community, David has 
been a longtime Board Member of Fish for Life, OCAPS, Mariners Church, Founder of Christian Surfers 

San Clemente Chapter, and member of the Saddleback Church Men’s Ministry in San Clemente. As a 34-year family resident in San 
Clemente and a current resident of Dana Point, he spends most of his free time with his wife Kristina and relaxing by surfing the local 
surf breaks. Moreover, he enjoys helping others and serving God.

Do You Have What it Takes to 
Wear a Red Shirt?



Nine months is a long time to 
be away from family and the 
comforts of home. With this 
in mind, The Dana Point 5th 
Marine Regiment Support Group 
has created a program called 

“Operation Joining Forces” where 
the Citizens of Dana Point and 
the surrounding communities 
can send goodies boxes and 
write letters to a Marine while 
in-country.

What goes in to a goodies box?  The most desired items are 
socks, wipes, protein bars and toiletries — and anything you 
can think of to bring a bit of home to a Marine serving in 
harm’s way at the tip of the spear fighting for our freedom. 

As a nation, we owe our brave service members and their 

families more than gratitude. We 
owe them our support. In the spirit 
of service, each of us can play a role, 
and in doing so, we demonstrate 
our appreciation for the remarkable 
sacrifices our American Military 
families are making for our freedom 
and safety. 

Please contact our OJF 
Coordinator, Sheri Schneringer at 
schneringer@yahoo.com. Sheri 

can provide you a complete list of highly desired items our 
Marines love and ask repeatedly for and also give you the 
address where to send your care package.  

Our Chaplain likes have extra morale boxes on hand for 
Marines who can use a little extra love across the miles. Won’t 
you “Answer the Call?”

Our Support Organization is dedicated 
to our Fighting Fifth Marines and 
families. Military life can be a source of 
psychological stress for children. Multiple 
deployments, frequent moves, new 
schools, having a parent injured or die is a reality for many children 
in military families. In order to help contend with these stressors, our 
Marine kids are a top priority!  

DPSG will award any 5th Marine child a $300 summer camp scholarship.  
Thirty-five total scholarships will be offered this year. We want to 
contribute to helping our 5th MAR children be adaptive, resilient, make 
friends, and most of all laugh and giggle.

Since summer camps vary, families 
can select the best camp for their 
child and apply for a scholarship. It 
makes no difference whether it’s a 
camp in the woods, mountains, at the 
beach, or a sports or craft-oriented 
camp.  

Would you like to help our Marine 
kiddos to thrive and find an 
opportunity where they will soar? 
If so, please consider contributing 
to a Camp Scholarship for our “L’il 
Treasures.”  You may use the enclosed 
return envelope or donate online at 
www.DanaPoint5thMarines.com.
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Operation Goodie Boxes – You Can Make a Difference!

Summer Camp
4 Marine Kiddos

Here is an awesome note from one of our 
deployed OJF Marines to his civilian:

Hello Judy,

… I want to thank you for your support of 5th 
Marines and now my family in particular.  I 
have been blown away by everything the 5th 
Marines Support group does for the regiment 
since I checked in a little over a year ago. We 
have been privileged enough to take part in 
a Disney Land trip, comedy show and the 
last Christmas party hosted by the support 
group. I was also involved in the Purple 
Heart Monument and Chapel re-dedication 
ceremonies. In all of my time in the Corps I have 
never seen a sponsor city put in the time or 
effort that yours does and you all have made a 
tremendous positive reputation for yourselves 
on base. Jen and I have even tossed around 
the idea of retiring in Dana Point based almost 
exclusively on our interactions with all of you….

Thank you,

Chris A
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Saturday June 30   
8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Doheny Village 
Hand Car Wash

100% of the car wash proceeds go to 
benefit our American heroes 

and their families 

Board of Directors
Executive Board 
Terry Rifkin, President 
Hank Snyder, Treasurer
Cathy Nelson, Admin. Secretary

Directors
Brian Coty 
Mike Lipscombe
Judy Mastracchio 
Cathy Nelson
Terry Rifkin

David Shahoian 
Patti Short 
Hank Snyder
Alan Wickstrom

save the date
Heroes Car Wash

TWO GAMES OF CHANCE
Helicopter Drop 

Win $2,500 if your ball drops 
in the hole!

$10 PER TICKET

Big Ticket Sweepstakes 
200 Sweepstake / Raffle Prizes 
including: Dinner, Golf, Wine, 
Travel, Hotel Stay, 42”TV and 

$2,500 Cash!
$20 PER TICKET OR 

6 TICKETS FOR $100

Reserve or buy your tickets at
DanaPoint5thMarines.com



From the 
Command Posts

Hello friends of the Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment 
Support Group,

A great deal has transpired in the regiment in the last 
month.  By way of introductions, I’m Colonel AJ Munro 
and on April 20th I assumed command of the Bravo 
Command Group from Lieutenant Colonel Gianopoulos.  
First Sergeant Frank Hernandez and I will serve as the 
Bravo Command Group leadership while Colonel 
Schreffler, Sergeant Major Nguyen and the Alpha 
Command Group are deployed to Kuwait in support of 
SP-MAGTF.  To keep things simple, I will look to keep you 
informed with our “home station” update and Colonel 
Schreffler will provide us his “forward deployed” update.   

Greetings from Home Station
Camp Mateo,

Let me start off with a brief introduction. I 
grew up in Kearny, New Jersey also known 
as “Soccer town USA.”  My wife, Rosie, who 
hails from New Zealand and I met in 1998 
and along with our two boys have called 
Southern California home since then. We 
currently live in Mission Viejo and have 
been assigned to Camp Pendleton five 
times over “our” career. Similar to Colonel 
Schreffler, I started my Marine Corps career 
at 5th Marines when I was assigned to 1st 
Battalion, 5th Marines (1/5) as an enlisted 
infantryman in 1994. It was a great start to my career 
and a dream come true for a young Marine. After being 
commissioned several years later, I was assigned to 1st 
Battalion, 4th Marines at Camp Horno and soon met, 
then Lieutenant Schreffler.  George and I have crossed 
paths several times in our careers so I was thrilled to have 
the opportunity to come back to 5th Marine Regiment 
and support him, Kelly and the Alpha Command Group 
while it is deployed. 

Despite a reduced Regimental Headquarters, we have 
been busy supporting 2d Battalion, 5th Marines’ (2/5) 
Marine Corps Readiness Evaluation Exercise, 2d Battalion, 

4th Marines’ (2/4) deployment in the middle of April and a 
number of Marine Corps inspections that occur annually.  
I’m pleased to report the undermanned Headquarters 
Company and Regimental Staff have performed superbly 
and truly fought “above their weight.” Looking forward in 

May, the Regiment will proudly support two 
historic events.  The first is the 5th Marines 
Vietnam War Memorial Dedication on Memorial 
Day at Camp Mateo and the second is the 100 
Year Anniversary of Battle of Belleau Wood in 
Belleau Wood, France.  From two very sacred 
locations across the globe, we will stop and 
celebrate the legacy forged in combat of the 
Marines and Sailors that fought and died in 
service of “The Most Decorated Regiment in  
the Corps.” 

1/5 has returned from their deployment with 
the 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) 
(pronounced “mew”) and settled back in at 

Camp Mateo.  In May, Lieutenant Colonel Sullivan will 
relinquish command to Lieutenant Colonel Eric Olsen. We 
congratulate Lieutenant Colonel Sullivan and 1/5 on an 
outstanding deployment and tour of duty.  We wish him 
and his family well in the next chapter of his Marine Corps 
career. Lieutenant Colonel Eric Olsen has served with 
the regiment before so we are excited to see him take 
commend of 1/5. We welcome him and his family back 
to the “5th Marines family.” This spring and summer the 
battalion will focus on small unit leadership and training as 
it prepares for a deployment in 2020 to Okinawa.  

2/5 completed a combat readiness evaluation in early 
April and is ready to deploy in the coming weeks to 

Home Station Update



From the 
Command Posts

Greetings from Kuwait, 

This is a short note on the activities of members of 
the Fighting Fifth deployed with the Special Purpose 
Marine Air-Ground Task Force Central Command.  

The command element assembled in Kuwait by the 
end of the first week of April. We are grateful for the 
wonderful send off our volunteers put on at all hours 
of the day and night as our four 
waves departed Camp Del 
Mar. The refreshments 
and fellowship 
warmed up all of 
us on some chilly 
nights. And trust 
me, nobody went 
hungry because of 
the tasty and ample 
lunches provided.  

Our Marines and Sailors 
were eager to begin doing 
what they trained to do, and we got to work 
immediately.  Colonel Chris Gideons and his team 
gave us a thorough turnover to set the stage for our 
assumption of authority.  Now we are settling in 
for the long haul. The weather is about as pleasant 
as it gets in Kuwait, 70s to 90s on most days, with a 
few thunderstorms since we arrived. We will soon 
transition to a hot, windy, and dusty summer.  

Thanks for your thoughts and prayers while we are 
forward doing the nation’s business.

Semper Fidelis,

Col. George C. Schreffler III 

Forward Deployed Update

Okinawa. Lieutenant Colonel Lappe and Sergeant Major 
Borunda have a ready and capable battalion poised for 
deployment. They will attach to 31st MEU and stand 
their watch in the region to support recurring and pre-
planned Marine expeditionary unit deployments in the 
Western Pacific.  

3/5 is focused on battalion level training and recently 
completed a staff training program at 29 Palms in 
preparation for their deployment with 11th MEU in early 
2019.  3/5 will depart Camp Mateo in July to the Marine 
Corps Mountain Warfare Training Center in Bridgeport, 
California and conduct a Mountain Training Exercise 
that will prepare them to operate in mountainous and 
adverse terrain.  

2/4 departed for their deployment to Darwin, Australia 
as part of the Marine Rotational Force – Darwin (MRF-D…
Pronounced “Murph-D”.)  The battalion is well trained, 
exceptionally led and very lethal.  It will conduct bi-
lateral and joint training exercises with Australian and 
multi-national forces to build partnership capacity and 
provide a forward deployed presence in the Western 
Pacific.    

In the short time I’ve been back at 5th Marines, I’m 
reminded and humbled on a daily basis to witness the 
performance and quality of our Marines and Sailors.  
Their commitment to the work of the Marine Corps 
is inspiring.  I’ve been equally overwhelmed to see 
the willingness and spirit of volunteers within in the 
community.  Your support for recent Regimental family 
event and the departure of 2/4 is greatly appreciated.  I 
would echo Colonel Schreffler’s comments from when 
he came aboard…”Your service to our warriors and 
families is exceptional.  The Marines and Sailors of the 

“Fighting Fifth” are proud to be your regiment.”  I look 
forward to meeting you all and serving together over 
the coming months.  

Semper Fidelis and God Bless,

Colonel AJ Munro

Home Station Update, continued


