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There are thousands of non-profits serving our Military out there 
today and they are all trying to do the same thing by raising funds 
for their cause.  Patriotic sentiment is high, but there are some 
important distinctions that you should be aware of before you 
donate your hard-earned dollars.  

Our Marine Corps is a proud institution. They cannot accept 
money. When DP5MRSG adopted the 5th Marine Regiment, we 
accepted the role as an intermediary between those who want to 
donate and the deserving recipients of the 5th Marine Regiment.  
We are also proud of our relationship with Wounded Warrior 
Battalion West and our Marines and families who are ill and injured 
still in the Corps.

The 5th Marine Regiment is one of the most highly decorated 
Regiments in Marine Corps history. They are an infantry unit and 
whenever the nation calls, our Marines are on the front lines willing 
to march into harms’ way, leaving behind their families at Camp 
Pendleton.  Wounded Warrior Battalion West is also active military.  
Their goal is to rehabilitate those they serve to get back to their 
units or help their Marines successfully transition into civilian life.

Two major distinctions make our organization different than most

1. Zero Salaries: DP5MRSG is a 100% volunteer organization

2. Because we have no employees, nearly every dollar donated 
goes directly to those we serve 

When you give to DP5MRSG you’ll know that you’re not only 

giving to a non-profit that operates with 
a mission you believe in, you’re giving 
to a charity that does so efficiently and 
accountably with financial health and 
transparency.

We are also proud to be able to say that DP5MRSG has one of the 
largest network of volunteers in the area.  With over 350 civilians in 
our volunteer pool, countless service hours are racked up annually. 
That allows us to keep our costs low and allows us to be good 
stewards of your charitable dollars. This does not even include the 
wonderful support we receive from our beloved Leathernecks 
who come to Dana Point to help out with our car washes and 
large festivals.  Our community always loves to see our Marines 
and Sailors!

MajGen Larry Nicholson, former Commanding General of the 1st 
Marine Division,  once tag-lined DP5MRSG as the “Gold Standard” 
for support organizations across the nation. We are honored to 
accept this sentiment and are pleased that we can serve and make a 
difference for our Marines, Sailors, our Wounded and their families.

With our current deployment in the Middle East and a tall list of 
support and outreach endeavors this summer, we thank each and 
every one of our Patriotic friends for your enduring support of our 
mission.  We value your trust in us and we will never let you down.

Semper Fidelis, Terry Rifkin, President

Why is Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment Support Group Different?

President’s Message

Combat Golf Tournament 
Arroyo Trabuco Golf Club
Monday, June 13

Car Wash at Doheny Village 
Car Wash Capistrano Beach 
Saturday, July 16

Food, Wine and Music Festival
Saturday, June 25

Concerts in the Park – July 10, 17, 24, 31 
August 7, 14, 21, & 28, 2016 

Laughs for the Leathernecks Irvine Spectrum 
Monday, September 26

State BBQ Championship
Saturday, October 8

Oktoberfest – Sunday, October 15

SAVE THE DATES!
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Help our American Heroes – You can make a difference!

Join our 
amazing group 

of volunteers, or 
donate 

online at
DanaPoint

5thMarines.com

We have remarkable educators in our community who have given students an opportunity to learn about our American heroes and 
participate in volunteerism on behalf of our men and women who serve their country bravely a world away from everything they 
know and everyone they love.  These teachers recognize the need to go beyond history books to teach about the honor and integrity 
of our Military; those who came before us and those who fight heroically today to protect the ideals we hold dear as Americans. 

VOLUNTEER!

Adopt a Marine serving overseas

Coach Phil Skinner, Dana Hills Football Team. 
The Honor the Valor Football Game pays tribute 
to the uncommon valor and sacrifice of those 
brave Defenders honored by this game, and 
symbolically celebrates the courage of all those 
who have served; many of whom never received 
the recognition they so richly deserved.

Nona Reimer, Malcolm Elementary School.
Malcolm Elementary School collected hundreds Sue Larwood and fellow teaching colleagues 

of pairs of pajamas so that 5th Marine Children 
would have a new pair of pajamas for Christmas.  

from Don Juan Avila Elementary School. The 
children at DJAES have shown enduring support 
of our Fighting Fifth Marines by sending cards 
and letters in our goodies boxes over-seas. 

They have also solicited at Walmart for toys and 
goodies and help with our Annual Car Wash 
and our concerts in the park. 

Ooh Rah to our Teachers, Students, and 
Advisors who take time out of their busy 
academic schedules to teach our kids about 
service.  

These students are shining stars and are 
learning at a young age about the sacrifices of 
our Military and volunteerism and service as a 
way to say “Thank you for our freedom.” 

John Coffman, Monarch Beach Sunrise Rotary 
Advisor for the Interact Club at Dana Hills. Our 
Interactors have demonstrated “Service above 
self” by soliciting toys and goodies outside of 
Walmart for our Marine children and for our 
troops deployed across the globe.

Baby shower for brave Moms of the Regiment  
having babies while Dad is deployed

Summer Camp scholarships for our Military kids

Operation Goodie Boxes showing gratitude to those 
Marines serving in the Middle East

Lessons Beyond the Classroom
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Purple Heart Memorial Monument

Col Kassner was twice wounded in Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.  One of his 
legacies as Commander of the Fighting Fifth will be a Purple Heart Memorial Monument that 
will be dedicated in the 5th Marine Memorial park on George Washington’s Birthday 2017.   The 
Purple Heart is a United States military decoration awarded in the name of the President to those 
wounded or killed while serving with the U.S. Military.

Our 5th Marine Wounded-in-action deserve special recognition for their personal courage shown 
and sacrifices made.  These military heroes represent honor and an enduring monument will serve 
as a symbol of the bravery these valiant 5th Marines made in the name of freedom.  Approval as 
a gift to the Regiment is underway. If you would like to make a contribution to make this tribute a 
reality, please donate on our secure website DanaPoint5thMarines.com.    Every dollar raised will 
help us make this vision a reality so that these dedicated warriors will forever be remembered in 
5th Marine history.

Dear Patriots of Dana Point,

“America’s Force in Readiness”…”911 Force”…”Most ready when 
our nation is least ready”…”First to Fight”…These are phrases 
that some of you may have seen printed on bumper stickers or 
emblazoned across T-shirts or other garments in reference to 
Marines and the Marine Corps. Well, here’s some history behind 
these expressions.  

Directed by the 82nd Congress and written into law, your 
Marine Corps is America’s designated force in readiness.  
Because our nation cannot afford to keep the entire U.S. 
military establishment in a high state of readiness, our 
national leadership has purposely chosen to keep the 
Marines ready, and it has used our Corps to fill strategic gaps 
during international crises or to quickly respond in support 
of our national interests when other options haven’t been 
immediately available. Since my introductory note to you 
several months ago, your Fightin’ Fifth Marines has continued 
to capture this essential task levied by Congress to be the most 
ready when our nation is least ready by manning, training, 
and equipping battalions, detachments, and individuals for 
deployment in support of our national security interests.  

To that end, the Fifth Marine Regiment has maintained 
its efforts to prepare 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines (2/4)—for 
its upcoming deployment to the western Pacific with the 
31st Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU).  Forward-deployed 
and embarked aboard naval shipping, 2/4—like it’s many 
predecessors—will provide our nation the ability to respond 
to unexpected crises, such as the devastating typhoon that hit 
Saipan last summer when 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines (2/5)—
which returned to Camp Pendleton last November—was 
patrolling the Pacific waters.  2/5 exemplified this responsive 
and flexible capability our nation expects of its Marine Corps.  
Together with other elements of the 31st MEU, the Marines 
and Sailors of 2/5 distributed emergency supplies to the 

battered Pacific island of Saipan 
and brought much-needed relief 
to the people there.  1/5 and 3/5, 
which are currently deployed to 
the Asia-Pacific region, continue 
this proud Marine Corps tradition of 
forward-presence and engagement, 
reinforcing our Corps’ mantra of “No Better Friend,” but also 
reminding potential adversaries that they will face “No Worse 
Enemy” if they choose to threaten our national interests.

Also since my last writing, your Regiment’s priority of work 
and effort greatly increased in size, scope, and intensity when 
the 5th Marines Headquarters formed as the nucleus of the 
Special Purpose Marine Air Ground Task Force (SPMAGTF), 
which will deploy this spring to the Middle East in support of 
Operation INHERENT RESOLVE.  The Fightin’ Fifth distinguished 
itself as the first unit to organize and deploy as the SPMAGTF 
to Iraq and Kuwait in 2014; now it’s our turn in the chute again.  
Together with other air, ground, and logistical elements from 
across the Marine Corps, the 5th Marines will lead this task 
force and conduct crisis response and contingency operations 
throughout the region.  We will also conduct training exercises 
with our partnered nations in the area.  While the Regiment’s 
primary leadership and staff will remain forward-deployed 
during the year, our Bravo Command Element at Camp San 
Mateo will continue the Herculean efforts to lead and manage 
the “business” of the Regiment.

With gratitude that surpasses expression, I want to thank our 
beloved DPSG for its unwavering support to the Fightin’ Fifth, 
its warriors, and our families.  Your individual and collective 
engagement makes our team stronger and truly enables us to 
serve as our nation’s “Force in Readiness.”

Semper Fidelis, Colonel Ken Kassner    

From the Command Post
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Wouldn’t you like to Adopt a Marine?
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Dear Members of the Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment Support Group,

Just wanted to write a quick note to say thank you for your generous support 
this morning as we stepped off on our deployment. The bags of food were far 
more than I expected and lifted my spirits on a cold, early morning. You guys 
really know Marines based on your excellent selection snacks. Nothing says 
“America” like Monster and beef jerky. Again, a heartfelt thank you for seeing us 
off. I look forward to seeing you upon our return.

Very respectfully, 1st Lt Paul Deller

How You Can Get Involved… 
The 5th Marine Regiment Headquarters Company is now on a 9 month 
deployment in the Middle East with a Special Marine Air Ground Task Force 
(SPMAGTF). Nine months is a long time to be away from family and the 
comforts of home.

With this in mind, The Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment Support Group has created 
a program called “Operation Joining Forces” where the Citizens of Dana Point and 
the surrounding communities can adopt a single Marine or a Marine and their 
family while they are deployed. 

In this adoptive relationship you can be creative, for example: 

• You may send goodies boxes and write letters to your Marine while “in-country.”

• For those who have a family left behind at Camp Pendleton, this is a program of providing support, encouragement, hope, prayers or 
whatever is determined between you, your paired Marine, and their family.

• Anything you can think of to bring a bit of home to your adopted Marine while in harm’s way at the tip of the spear fighting for 
our freedom. 

As a nation, we owe our brave service members and their families more than gratitude. We owe them our support. 

In the spirit of service, each of us can play a role and in doing so, we may demonstrate our appreciation for the remarkable 
sacrifices our American Military families are making for our freedom and safety.

Please register on our website DanaPoint5thMarines.com for “Operation Joining Forces.”




