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Dear Friends of the Fifth:

I am honored to work along side of you to make a difference 
in the lives of those men and women who serve our Country 
proudly.  The support we received from the City of Dana Point, 
our local citizens, local companies, civic organizations and our 
volunteers (our unsung heroes) all contributed to a banner year 
for our outreach programs. 

As a direct result of your efforts this year, amongst MANY other 
support initiatives, our Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment 
Support Group, has been able to accomplish the following:

• Send Wounded Warriors to the Disabled Sports Eastern Sierra 
Summer and Winter Programs and provide lunches and 
volunteers for the Wounded Warrior Trials at Camp Pendleton

• Provide a baby shower for the proud ladies of the 5th who are 
far from home

• Meet unexpected family emergencies

• Contribute substantial support for the maintenance of the 5th 
Marine Memorial Garden and Park  

• Update the Martial Arts Facility, the Yurista Combat Fitness 
Center, and the Cage Fit Training Center with the newest state-
of-the-art training equipment  

• Design and dedicate Task Force Grizzly; an NCO Club worthy of 
our elite Fighting Force

• Provide support to our deploying troops with family BBQs, a 
professional dinner, and a proper farewell to all those leaving for 
the Middle East 

The level, duration, and consistency of your support have not gone 
unnoticed. As has been heard from Marines and Civilians alike, 
“The Dana Point 5th MAR Support Group is revered as the gold star 
standard amongst support organizations in the United States.”

Our mission continues.  Col Jason Bohm and SgtMaj Wiggins 
have carried the Regimental Colors forward and taken one third 
of the Headquarters Company on a very important mission to the 
Middle East for seven months. They have left behind two thirds 
of the Regiment to train rigorously in case the nation calls. DPSG 

will be caring for the Marines, Sailors 
and Families left behind, but we have 
increased our mission considerably 
by adopting this Special Purpose 
Marine Air Ground Task Force-Central 
Command (SPMAGTF-CENT) while 
they are deployed.  Adoption has its 
responsibilities and we will not fail at our duty to provide support, 
care and comfort to our troops while in country and their families 
left in our hands.

We will once again join shoulder to shoulder with our Marines and 
Families so that we may provide them with the kind of support 
and outreach they so richly deserve. I intend to “Lead from the 
Front” and ask you to join me with the following missions this 
holiday season.

• Sponsor a Marine or family member for Thanksgiving Dinner at 
Still Water Restaurant in Dana Point

• Donate a toy for a Marine child

• Donate a gift card for a single Marine or Marine family

• While deployed, adopt a single Marine or a Marine and his/her 
family and be part of our “Operation Joining Forces” 

• Donate goodies that may be sent in country

• Donate to our “Postage for Patriots” program to help mail care 
and comfort boxes to the Middle East

• Consider making a tax-deductible donation on our secure 
website DanaPoint5thMarines.com or utilizing the enclosed 
postage-paid envelope for any of the above programs.

Civic organizations such as ours answer the call to provide 
resources that bridge the gap caused by military budget cuts.   
For DPSG to provide morale-building services not covered by 
our Marine Corps allows our Marines to focus on their priority 
of “mission readiness.”  The families need encouragement and 
support since they are the remain-behind force when their 
infantry spouses and loved ones are called to serve.

This holiday season is a time of giving.  Won’t you answer the call?

Semper Fidelis, Terry Rifkin, President

Volunteers are the lifeblood of our organization. Raise your hand in military service and you will be joining a 
band of wonderful men and women who lend a hand and have fun doing it. Please contact our Volunteer 
Coordinator Nancy Jenkins at njenkins@cox.net and make a difference!

President’s Message

WE’RE SEARCHING FOR VOLUNTEERS 

President Terry Rifkin
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Operation Joining Forces

Laughs for Leathernecks

You can Adopt a Marine and his family while he is deployed to the Middle East.

Our Marines will be deployed for seven months to some very rough areas in the Middle East doing the 
heavy lifting for our Country to protect our freedoms.  That’s a long time to be away from family and the 
comforts of home.

With this in mind, the Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment Support Group has created a program called 
Operation Joining Forces where the citizens of Dana Point and the surrounding communities can adopt a 
single Marine or a Marine and his family while he is deployed. In this adoptive relationship you can:

• Send goodies boxes and write letters to your Marine while “in-country.”

• For those who have a family left behind at Camp Pendleton, you can offer assistance in any way that is needed and determined 
between you and the family.

• Be creative in any way you can bring a bit of home to your adopted Marine while in harm’s way fighting for our freedom.

As a nation, we owe our brave service members and their families more than gratitude… we owe them our support.

In the spirit of service, each of us can play a role and in doing so, we may demonstrate our appreciation for the remarkable sacrifices our 
American military families are making for our freedom and safety. 

Operation Joining Forces will match you up with a Marine and his family. The information you provide here will be given to them. You 
will receive the same information from the Marine and his family. You may make contact at that time.

How do I get started as an Operation Joining Forces Civilian? You may register to adopt a Marine, or a Marine and his family, by 
filling out a brief form on our website DanaPoint5thMarines.com. If you have any questions, please contact Karen Sutton, Director 
of Support and Outreach to register mkkjs@ix.netcom.com.

Thank you for your friendship, Patriotism, and support of our Brave Defenders. Feel free to share this opportunity with anyone you think 
may be interested in participating in Operation Joining Forces.

Monday night September 15th, “Laughs for Leathernecks” at the 
Irvine Improv was a phenomenal event. The stage was set with 
headliners Rita Rudner, a LasVegas favorite,  James P. Connolly, 
a former 5th Marine himself serving in Desert Storm and also Fritz 
Coleman, the Funny Weatherman.  
Additional comedians were our host, Tom 
Riehl, who lined up the comedians for the 
evening, and Laura Hayden. All the talent 
donated their time to benefit our Wounded 
Heroes and active duty 5th Marine Regiment 
personnel and their families.

Attendance was nearly double that of last 
year, and we filled the house with 400 
guests. 125 Marines and spouses were 
generously sponsored by our patriotic 
community for this night of laughs.  LtCol Jay Garcia, Executive 
Officer, represented the Regiment and expressed gratitude to 
our organization not only during this current deployment, but in 

many ways that help with 
the morale and wellbeing of 
our Marines and families.

This was the second year for this hilarious evening co-produced 
by our new Director, Judy Papio Mastracchio. 
Silent auction and raffle prizes made everyone a 
winner for the evening. One lucky Marine even 
won a trip for two to an all-inclusive Resort and 
Spa in Puerta Vallarta.  

It was indeed a pleasure to see our young guys 
off duty, safe, and having a relaxed time with their 
Marine Brothers. It was a Mission Accomplished 
on every front.  

A big Ooh-Rah for all our guests, our silent 
auction and raffle donors, our comedians and 

those who sponsored Marines to attend this great tribute to not 
only our Regiment, but to all who serve.

SAVE THE DATE
Monday, June 1, 2015
6th Annual Combat Golf Tournament
Arroyo Trabuco Golf Club
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Holiday Magic Thanksgiving

The Historic Lt Capodanno Chapel

It’s time to create some holiday magic for our Marines, 
Sailors and Families! This year, DPSG is doing double duty. 

Santa and his elves will be working 
overtime to provide toys and gifts 

not only for our Regimental 
Families left behind, but also 
for our deployed Special Task 
force who will be without their 
families for the holidays. We 

know Santa never disappoints! 
We hope his workshop will be 

filled with toys for the small 
children and lots of gift cards 

for our Marines and families 
again this year. 

Purchase a toy for a Military child and drop it off at any 
of the locations listed below. For a complete list of drop 
off locations, go to DanaPoint5thMarines.com under 
the “Holiday Magic” tab.

Drop off in Dana Point:

Dana Point City Hall, 33282 Golden Lantern Street

Harbor Grill, 34499 Golden Lantern Street

Jacks, 24462 Del Prado

Dana Point Chamber Office, 24681 La Plaza, Suite 115 

Coffee Importers, 34531 Golden Lantern Street

Laguna Cliffs Marriott Resort and Spa, 25135 Park Lantern

Dana Point Community Center, 34052 Del Obispo Street

Drop off in San Clemente:

Shorecliffs Golf Club, 501 Avenida Vaquero, San Clemente

OPERATION GIFT CARD
Donate to Operation Gift Card for 
the holiday party for Marines and 
families. Gift cards are especially 
needed for our teens, single 
Marines and families.

Gift Card suggestions:

Gas Cards Y Walmart Y Toys 
R Us Y Albertsons Y Ralphs Y Target Y Sears Y 
Movie Tickets Y Fast Food Y McDonalds, Carls Jr., 
Burger King, etc. Y Best Buy Y Costco Y iTunes

You may purchase gift cards and mail them via the 
enclosed self-addressed envelope or visit our website at 
DanaPoint5thMarines.com and click on the “Holiday 
Magic” tab to make a secure, fully tax-deductible PayPal 
donation to support these needed Outreach efforts.

Our Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment Support Group is working along 
side of some wonderful community friends to sponsor a special day 
of gratitude for our Marines, Sailors, and Families on Thanksgiving Day, 
November 27.  Damian Collins will once again open the doors of 
Still Water Restaurant to share holiday hospitality with our troops. 
Joining him will be his parents, John and Diane Collins, who will be 
our gracious hosts of this 4th annual event.

Still Water will be serving the traditional turkey dinner with all the fixings 
and dessert. There will be transportation to and from the 

base for safety so that our families can enjoy the fun 
which will include great raffle prizes and a big screen 

television for the Turkey Day games. 

This Thanksgiving Dinner is open 
to ANY of our Wounded Heroes, Active 

Duty Marines, Sailors and their families. We 
especially hope to host our Single Marines who 

are alone and far from home for the holidays and 
our families left behind by those deployed.

Will you sponsor a Thanksgiving Dinner for an 
American Hero and his family? For just $35 per person, you can 
say “Thank You” to those who have given so much for our country. 
Go to DanaPoint5thMarines.com, click on the Thanksgiving 
Banner and contribute!

Friend of the Fifth, Mary Ellen 
Quinn, is helping DPSG to raise 
funds to restore the Lt Capodanno 
Chapel at San Mateo, home of the 
5th Marines at Camp Pendleton.  
The Father Capodanno chapel is a 
historic gem which is badly aged 
and in disrepair.  

Servant of God Vincent Robert 
Capodanno (Feb 13, 1929 – Sept 
4, 1967) was a United States 
Navy Roman Catholic chaplain 
and a posthumous recipient 
of America’s highest military 
decoration — the Medal of Honor 
— for actions during the Vietnam War.

The Lt Capodanno Chapel is a non-denominational Church which 
was named after this American Hero. A few years ago, the building 
was saved from being torn down and was partially renovated by 
the Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment Support Group. It needs more 
renovation to be a house of worship that has the dignity befitting all 
those Marines and families who give such selfless sacrifice.

The Lt Capodanno Chapel is a very special place with great historic 
value. We would be privileged if you joined us in restoring this 
Chapel to the function and beauty it deserves.



To our Dear Friends in Dana Point,

Many of your Marines and Sailors from the Fighting Fifth Marines 
have deployed in support of our National Security Needs.  A 
core group from the Headquarters Company of the Regiment 
deployed to the Middle East as part of a new Crisis Response force 
named the Special Purpose Marine Air Ground Task Force-Central 
Command (SPMAGTF-CENT), while the remainder of the company 
continues to prepare for responding to crisis, or contingency from 
the United States.

We are excited about the mission as some of us depart to the 
most volatile region of the world.  As you are all aware, there is a 
lot going on in the Middle East and we are ready to do our part.  
We do so with the confidence that all of you from the Dana Point 
5th Marines Support Group and greater Dana Point Community 
continue to support us and our families.  Knowing this allows us 
to move forward with a focus on mission without having to worry 
about the care and welfare of our families at home.  I don’t know if 
you realize it, but this is EXTREMLY IMPORTANT to us.  You provide 
us with the peace of mind that regardless of what challenges our 

families may face in the rear, they have 
friends and supporters who are there to 
help.  I often say we all serve in different 
ways and your service in this regard is 
priceless to those of us in uniform.

In addition to the support you provide to 
our families in the rear, the Marines and Sailors also look forward to 
hearing from you while forward deployed and forward engaged.   
A short letter and word of encouragement from you helps to put 
what we do into perspective.  Our Marines and Sailors are proud 
of our country and willingly go into harm’s way to protect our way 
of life.  Hearing from you reaffirms our commitment to doing what 
is necessary so we can come home and enjoy the freedoms and 
security that others have sacrificed so much to gain.  

We look forward to returning safely home 
following the accomplishment of our mission to 
thank you in person for all that you do.

God Bless and Semper Fi,   
Colonel Jason Q. Bohm, Commanding Officer, 5th Marines   

These are some of the faces of those men and women 
who deployed to the Middle East last month. Take a 
good look at them. They are our Nation’s 911 Emergency 
Responders. Without hesitation, they leave their families 
and put their lives on the line wherever they are called to 
keep America safe. We owe them our debt of gratitude.  
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From the Command Desk

Faces of Deployment

Support Your 5th Marines • Donate online today at DanaPoint5thMarines.com!
Use our secure PayPal Link. Every dollar counts, so please donate online today. DPMRSG is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization and all donations are tax-deductible. 100% of your donations will 
allow us to continue our worthy mission of supporting our warriors who are fighting for our freedom. 

Board of Directors
Terry Rifkin, President 
Peter Hammer, Chairman
Hank Snyder, Treasurer
Doug Chotkevys, Secretary

Directors:
Doug Chotkevys
Brian Coty 
Pete Hammer
Nancy Jenkins
Brud LeTourneau
Judy Mastracchio 
Jerry Neely 

Terry Rifkin
Patti Short 
Hank Snyder
Mark Sutton
Karen Sutton 
Alan Wickstrom

YOUR COMPANY C AN ANSWER THE C ALL!




