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Greetings Pariotic Friends!

I am humbled by our mission. Our 
Wounded Heroes, Marines Sailors 
and Families richly deserve all the 
support we can offer. We have 
spent the winter and early spring 
quarters hard at work with all the 
wonderful opportunities we have been given to be of service.

The generosity of our great community has permitted us 
to maintain the 5th Marine Memorial Park, remodel the 
historic Father Capodano Chapel, landscape the Regimental 
Command Post, and most recently gift the 5th MAR with a 
beautiful NCO Club for our elite fighting force.

We have stepped up our support for the Wounded and Ill 
from Combat. Our Heroes will never be forgotten. This issue 
of Semper Fi Sound Off will demonstrate to you that we have 
“Answered the Call” for those who left so much behind on 
the battlefield. This year’s Golf Tournament on June 2 will 
once again include a “Gift from the Heart” to increase our 
participation of 5th Marine Wounded Warriors and their 
families for the summer and winter programs in the Sierras. 
Athletics and competition allow our Combat-Injured to feel 
“whole” and to rehabilitate through sports. We are delighted to 
be part of the solution for those who have sacrificed so much.

Col Bohm and SgtMaj Wiggins tell us that their troops are 
training rigorously and ready to deploy if the Nation calls. 
Our Support Organization is also “at the ready” to support our 
Marines and their families left behind at Camp Pendleton. 
We will provide all the morale building services needed for 
deployment and for the families to feel well-taken care of in 
the absence of their loved ones. 

Please continue to keep our military families in your hearts 
and prayers.  Though the war in Afghanistan is winding down, 
there are still troops in harm’s way.  Your continued help and 
support are welcome and needed to keep our momentum 
forging ahead. 

I find inspiration in the dedication and passion of our Marines, 
Sailors, and families. They are strong, tenacious and never waver 
from honor, duty and service. Your Dana Point 5th Marine 
Regiment Support Group strives to live up to the legacy of 
the most highly decorated Regiment in Marine Corps history. 
Having each and every one of you by our side in our mission of 
caring for our Brave Defenders is a indeed a privilege.

Semper Fidelis, Terry Rifkin, President

President’s Message

President Terry Rifkin

Greetings Dana Point Support 
Group Volunteers!

The deepest, most sincere thank 
you goes out to all of you who 
donate your precious time, many 
talents and generous gifts to our 
Marines, Sailors and their families in 
the 5th Marine Regiment.

My job as the Family Readiness Officer is to first and foremost, 
support the Command, the unit, the Marines and Sailors to 
ensure and maintain a constant state of readiness no matter 

Thank You!

Kristy Turpin
Family Readiness Officer

continued on page 2

$195

MARINE
or

WOUNDED

WARRIOR

5th Annual Combat 
Golf Tournament

Answer 
The Call: 
Purchase 
Ball Drop 
Tickets & 
Send Wounded 
to Special Needs 
Mammoth Camps

Join us for Combat Golf and be 
prepared to be challenged by snipers, 
minefields and obstacle courses.

The Tournament features great 
raffle prizes, on-course games, lunch, wine putting contest, silent 
auction and a fabulous dinner after the event at the awards 
ceremony, plus an all-new Helicopter Ball Drop opportunity for 
a luxury stay in a hotel and spa. Ticket proceeds will send our 
Wounded Heroes to Mammoth Winter & Summer Camps.

How you can help
Sponsor a Marine or Wounded Warrior to Play; Play Golf 
Yourself; Take a Chance — Buy a ticket for our Chopper Drop 
for only $10 and be a winner!

Monday June 2 • Arroyo Trabuco Golf Club
Registration 9 a.m. Tournament begins 11 a.m. 

Sponsor a Marine and/or register to play online at 
DanaPoint5thMarines.com. For more information, call 
(949) 500-4951. Send checks to DPSG, P.O. Box 471, Dana 
Point, CA 92629-0471.
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what the mission at hand may be. I do this mainly by acting as a hub for resource and referral, ensuring all those tied to the Regiment 
have everything they need for their wellbeing. Secondly, my mission is to assist in the personal and professional development of our 
Marines, Sailors and their families to help them meet their full potential by coordinating education, career and transition opportunities. 
Finally, I strive to foster an environment of camaraderie, family and networking among the Regiment so that Marines and Sailors know 
their families are in good hands, the hands of understanding, compassion and love, when they must meet their call of duty to our nation. 
As a Family Readiness Officer, I have the honor of making a difference, but that difference is significant because of supporters like you!

I will forever be moved by Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment Support Group’s esprit de corps.

God Bless, Kristy Turpin, 5th Marine Regiment Family Readiness Officer

An NCO Club for the Backbone of the Regiment

True Grit: Wounded Warriors Compete

The Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment Support Group participated in making another vision of 
our Regiment become a reality! Our NCOs are the backbone of our fighting force and we wanted 
to participate in the creation of a safe environment where our Marines could congregate for 
camaraderie and relaxation in their off hours.  

We had a little help from our friends. Beth Phillips, Interior Decorator and President of the 
non-profit Furnishing Hope,  who facilitated the space design and utilized her expertise in making 
furniture selections. Beth, along with other interior decorators and tradesmen, furnished apartments for our Wounded Warriors while they 
were receiving rehabilitation at Balboa Naval Hospital. Jeff Hart, from Building Trades Network brought in his tradesmen to paint, put 
the furniture together and fabricate the bar counter tops. Beth and Jeff were the perfect Community Partners to help DPSG pull Task 
Force Grizzly together.

On April 12 there was a dedication and ribbon cutting ceremony. A plaque was presented to the new home for our NCOs. It read, “You 
are our Guardians of Freedom, the backbone of the Marine Corps,  and it is with the deepest respect and appreciation that we were 
honored to participate in making the vision of Task Force Grizzly a reality.”

It is our hope that many wonderful memories to last a lifetime are made at Task Force Grizzly.

Over 370 Wounded, Ill and Injured service members from 10 
countries competed in the Marine Corps Trials from March 4-12 
on Camp Pendleton. The event took place over 9 days with 
athletes training and competing in 8 sports including archery, 
cycling, swimming, seated volleyball, wheelchair basketball, track  
and marksmanship. Competing in the event are 200 active duty 
Marines, 50 Veterans and 120 from invited allied nations.

With great honor and pride, the Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment 
Support Group participated for the second year in the 2014 

Marine Corps Wounded 
Warrior Trials. DPSG was 
part of the Cycling Trials 
on March 9, helping 
with safety and support 
to our athletes, water 
delivery, and providing 
revitalizing snacks. On 
March 11, we, along with 
our volunteers, provided 
lunches for 175 athletes, 

event officials, and other 
volunteers at the Track and 
Field Event. The students 
from a local elementary 
school painted signs of 
support and inspiration that 
were hung at the events to encourage our athletes.

As a donor, you were part of these events too! Answering the 
call, your thoughtful donation helped with the healing process 
for those men and women reclaiming their lives through these 
athletic competitions.

It was a humbling surprise for our Support Organization to receive 
a plaque and recognition at the closing ceremonies from our 
good friend, and past Commander of the Fighting Fifth, Col Willy 
Buhl. It was because of your generosity, and that of others in our 
caring community, that we were able to be part of these amazing 
activities. For those who came and watched the competitions, we 
witnessed nothing short of magnificent displays of courage and 
heroism. “Etiam in Pugna”  (Still in the Fight) — the motto of our 
Wounded Warrior Battalion — says it all.

Thank You, continued from page 1
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The Few, the Proud and 
the Expecting

Our Brave Injured and Ill 
Make Dreams Come True

Eagle Scout Raises Funds for Flag Pole

April showers were certain for the brave 
women of the 5th Marine Regiment. On 
Sunday April 13, DPSG co-hosted a Baby 
Shower with Family Readiness Officer 
Kristy Turpin and her team of volunteers. 
There were 18 honored guests and 19 
babies who have already arrived or will soon 
be born. They decorated onesies, played 
shower games and had a delicious lunch. In 
addition to a car seat raffle, the women were 
presented with a basket filled with a quilt 
and numerous baby goodies, plus a large 
box of diapers.

Many of these women are far from their 
families on such a momentous occasion. 
Support is needed for them while their 
Marine husbands stay focused on their 
mission of fighting for our freedom.

DPSG is committed to taking care of our 
deployed Marines and their families left 
behind. Your willingness to play a role in the 
lives of our Marine families demonstrates your 
appreciation for the remarkable sacrifices 
our American Military and their families are 
making for each and every one of us.

Late January our Support Organization sent six 
Wounded Warriors along with their spouses to 
the Disabled Sports Easter Sierra Winter Camp in 
Mammoth. Terry Rifkin, Nancy Jenkins and 
Patti Short from the Support Group were able 
to join our Warriors for the week and see first-
hand the amazing transformation of Warriors 
of all disabilities who were able to ski with the 
aid of specially-designed adaptive equipment. 
With the amazing hospitality and support of the 
DSES staff, paraplegics, amputees, and those 
challenged with PTSD were able to make it down 
the mountain. It was truly amazing to see how 
sports and athleticism is helping these brave 
heroes to reclaim their lives. The improvement in 
confidence and esteem was a joy to see. 

In June, we will be sponsoring ten Wounded 
Warriors including family members to DSES’s 
summer program with their families for kayaking, fishing, rock climbing and camping.  

No individual should be left behind simply because of a disability! This program 
will provide creative and inspiring challenges with adaptive equipment for our 
disabled warriors. Our American heroes can once again experience the freedom 
and exhilaration of outdoor challenges. 

For those who have sacrificed so much, it is our honor to be able to provide an 
experience that will help change their lives by making the outdoors accessible to 
them and boost their confidence and capability to be active once again.

Gift from the Heart 
Please consider making Wounded Warrior Dreams come true. 
These programs are approximately $2,000 for each Wounded 
Warrior including travel and accommodations for the Warrior 
and his dependent. If you are passionate about helping to make 
this program a reality for a Wounded Warrior, please donate online at 
DanaPoint5thMarines.com.

March 17th was a flag dedication at the Nature Interpretive Center. A young Eagle Scout, JonErik 
Moyles, raised money for the flag pole and commemorative plaque dedicated to the 5th Marine 
Regiment, the most highly decorated Regiment in Marine Corps History. DPSG helped young 
Moyles to raise the money for this enduring tribute.

The flag was graciously donated to the City by SgtMaj Clifford Wiggins. Old Glory has a 
special history having flown in-country both in Iraq and Afghanistan. The actual flag and framed 
declaration of authenticity will be housed in the Interpretive Center. 

On hand was Mayor Lisa Bartlett, Council members, DPSG Directors, Advisory Brigade Members, Supporters, JonErik’s 
proud Family, plus a host of assembled Boy Scouts to honor their fellow Scout. 1st Lt Alexander, an Eagle Scout himself, proudly 
represented the Regiment and the Marine Corps in front of the City of Dana Point.

Please come by and see this remarkable piece of history that is now part of our Dana Point legacy. Congratulations to our Eagle Scout 
for a fantastic project that honors our Fighting Fifth Marines. 



To our Dear Friends at Dana Point,

Thank you so much!  Dana Point continues to humble YOUR 
Marines and Sailors from the Fighting Fifth Marines with an 
outpouring of love and support unsurpassed by any other 
community supporting the military across the country.  “Action,” 
and not just “words,” has become the hallmark of the relationship 
between Dana Point and the 5th Marines. We are very grateful for 
the many projects that your community supports to include our 
Memorial Park and monuments, Non-Commissioned Officer Club, 
Leadership Summits and Family Readiness events, Companies for 
the Courageous for the benefit of our Wounded, Marines-Families 
and those separating from the service to transition back to civilian 
life, landscaping of areas within our camp, providing role players to 
assist in the training of our Marines preparing to deploy overseas, 
upcoming renovations to our Chapel and many more.  

Our partnership, however, goes well beyond material support. We 
value the personal bonds that have been created and continue to 
grow stronger with our heroes from the Dana Point 5th Marines 
Support Group under the leadership of Terry Rifkin and Pete 
Hammer and hope to expand these relationships throughout 
the community. It is for this reason that I want to extend an open 
invitation to every citizen of Dana Point and the surrounding 
communities to visit us at Camp San Mateo to see firsthand the 
wonderful things that your support is doing for the Marines and 
Sailors who so proudly serve you. It will be my honor to personally 
host you when available, or have a suitable replacement show  
you around.  

As the Nation’s Crisis Response Force, 
your Marines continue to forward 
deploy in support of our national 
security needs. 1st Battalion, 5th 
Marines is currently deployed to 
Australia as part of Marine Rotational 
Force Darwin which has responsibility 
for responding to crisis or contingency 
in that region of the world. 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines is in the 
process of returning from a six month deployment to Okinawa, 
Japan and onboard ship as the Ground Combat Element (GCE) for 
the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU). 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines 
will be replacing 2/5 in the same role and our fourth battalion, 2nd 
Battalion, 4th Marines is currently back at Camp San Mateo and 
assigned as an Air Contingency Force to respond from the United 
States in time of crisis or contingency. The 5th Marines Headquarters 
Company has been given the honor to stand up a new unit named 
the Special Marine Air Ground Task Force-Central Command which 
will forward deploy to the Middle East to be the first responders to 
crisis or contingency in that region of the world.  As you can see we 
remain busy, but we will always make time for you.     

Please don’t hesitate to contact the Dana Point 5th Marines 
Support Group if you are interested in visiting with us. It would our 
pleasure to show you the camp and have you engage with the 
Marines and Sailors.  Thank you again for all you do.

God Bless and Semper Fidelis,     
Colonel Jason Q. Bohm, Commanding Officer, 5th Marines   

Visit our website and donate online:  www.DanaPoint5thMarines.com

From the Command Desk

Support Your 5th Marines • Donate online today at DanaPoint5thMarines.com!
Use our secure PayPal Link. Every dollar counts, so please donate online today. DPMRSG is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization and all donations are tax-deductible. 100% of your donations will 
allow us to continue our worthy mission of supporting our warriors who are fighting for our freedom. 

Board of Directors
Terry Rifkin, President 
Peter Hammer, Chairman
Hank Snyder, Treasurer
Doug Chotkevys, Secretary

Directors:
Doug Chotkevys
Brian Coty 
Pete Hammer
Nancy Jenkins
Brud LeTourneau
Donia Moors 
Jerry Neely 

Terry Rifkin
Patti Short 
Hank Snyder
Mark Sutton
Karen Sutton 
Alan Wickstrom

YOUR COMPANY C AN ANSWER THE C ALL!


