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Over the past five years it has been an 
honor and a privilege to be of service to 
our Fighting Fifth Marines, the City of Dana 
Point, the Dana Point Chamber, and you, 
our illustrious 5th MAR Supporters. It is as 
a result of your combined efforts that our 
Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment Support 
Organization is recognized amongst 
our Marines and civilians alike as one of 
the best in the nation. Had it not been 
for the likes of 5th Marines Regimental 
Commanders such as Col Stewart 
Navarre, MGen Larry Nicholson, Col Pat 
Malay, Col Willy Buhl, and now Col Roger 
Turner we would have not achieved the 
successes we have enjoyed. It is as a result 
of this combined team effort that we all 
have been able to deliver the services and 
outreach our Marines and their Families 
need and so richly deserve.

As we enter the New Year, we enter a 
new era. Our Marines are disengaging 
from Afghanistan; their ranks are being 
downsized from over 200,000 troops to 
180,000, and our defense budget is being 

severely cut. Marine and Family services 
are likewise being paired to the bone and 
the need for the support and outreach we 
provide will be in even greater than that 
of prior years. It is for these reasons and 
many others that I, now moving to the 
position of Chairman, felt it was time for a 
change in leadership as we prepare to be 
of service in a peacetime versus wartime 
environment.

In true Marine fashion, Terry Rifkin has 
distinguished herself as a “boots on the 
ground” Director and Support & Outreach 
Chair. With her demonstrated leadership 
abilities, she was meritoriously nominated 
by our Executive Committee and 
unanimously elected by the Board to  
be our new President and CEO for the 
coming year.

I hope you will support Terry, as you 
have me, in delivering the services our 
Marines really want and need. My tenure 
began with our honoring our Fallen of 
Iraqi Freedom by our putting in place the 

beautiful “Texas Barrier” now located at 
the 5th MAR Memorial Park and Garden. 
My tour now concludes with our paying 
tribute to our Fallen from Afghanistan and 
Operation Enduring Freedom. It is my hope 
that you all will endorse her presidency by 
making this memorial vision an enduring 
reality. Let us make sure, with your 
generous outreach, our Fallen Are   
Never Forgotten.

Thank you for providing me with the 
opportunity to be of service to both my 
Community and our Marines. God Bless 
you all.

Semper Fidelis, 
Pete Hammer-President

When our Fifth Marines deployed to Afghanistan last August 
2011, a program was crafted by our Support Organization 
to have Civilians adopt either a single Marine or 
a Marine and his family for the year-long 
deployment. Over 143 adoptions took place 
not only in our local communities, but also 
stretched across the continent.

Now that our Marines are home, we are hearing 
wonderful stories about the relationships that 
were developed between Marines and their 
civilian counterparts. Recently at the welcome 
home barbeque, we had a chance to meet many of 
our Marines and their families. These men and women were 
sharing wonderful stories about their Operation Joining Forces 
Civilians. One Marine wife became suddenly ill, and her OJF 
civilian was there in her time of need. A mom acknowledged 

the countless hours of baby sitting by her adopted civilian 
and the freedom it afforded her with 3 very active kids. 
Several Marines acknowledged their deepest gratitude 

for the fabulous care and comfort packages they 
received with all their favorite goodies. Another 
Marine who was a new father and saw his baby 

for the first time when he returned home stated his 
appreciation for the baby shower (DPSG partnered with 

Family Readiness) that made his wife not feel so alone 
with him thousands of miles away. 

Here is a particularly heartwarming note received from 
Jody B:

“I just wanted to take a minute to thank you for organizing 
this whole program.  I cannot even begin to tell you how 
enjoyable and successful it has been for the employees of 
South Coast Water District.  It has been a great “team” project. 

President Pete’s Message

Operation Joining Forces: DPSG’s Finest

Upcoming Change of Command:  Pete Hammer passes 
the gavel to Terry Rifkin

Continued on page 2
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The Marine Corps lost six (6) of its finest from our 2nd 
Battalion 5th Marines.  Our 2/5 is the most highly 
decorated battalion in the Marine Corps and their 
motto, “Retreat, Hell!”, comes from the French trenches 
of World War I, when a Marine officer named Lloyd W. 
Williams was ordered to retreat and replied, “Retreat? 
Hell, we just got here!”

Let us honor and pay tribute to these brave men. They 
responded to the Nation’s call with gallantry, valor, 
courage and dedication. Our thoughts and prayers 
are with our fallen 2/5 Comrades in Arms, their Families, 
and Brothers. God Bless Our Heroes. They will not 
be forgotten.

CPL ALEx MARTINEz  05-APR-2012

SGT WADE D. WILSON  11-MAY-2012

LCPL STEvEN G. SuTTON  26-MAY-2012

HN ERIC D. WARREN  26-MAY-2012

LCPL JOSHuA E. WITSMAN  30-MAY-2012

CPL ANTHONY R. SERvIN  08-JuN-2012

Let us Honor and Pay Tribute Operation Joining Forces
Continued from page 1

It’s never better than when our youth get 
involved with our support organization!  On 
August 14th, our Dana Hills Football team 
got sudsy with our Fifth Marine Regiment as 
they washed over 400 cars with all proceeds 
going towards the Operation Enduring 
Freedom Monument.  This monument will 
allow our Marines to pay Tribute to their 
Fallen Comrades-In-Arms. 

With all our 5th Marines now having 
returned to Camp Pendleton, this brings 
to an end to the Regiment’s presence in 
Afghanistan. To this end, your Dana Point 
5th Marine Regiment Support Group in 
concert with 5th MAR Command has 
plans to put in place by first quarter’s end 
2013 a permanent Operation Enduring 
Freedom Monument to be located in the 

Regimental Memorial Park. The expense 
for the OEF monument will exceed 
$40,000.  

The community was extremely generous 
and we believe that our Dana Hills 
Football team, working shoulder to 
shoulder with our Marines, made 
for a great day to showcase the OEF 
Monument Cause.

On October 26th, our Fighting Fifth 
hosted our Dana Hills Football Team  
at Camp Pendleton for an Adventure 
Day afternoon. Our students had the 
opportunity to shoot military weapons 
while they experienced specially 
designed USMC training scenarios in 
the simulated marksmanship trainer. It 

was our Marine’s way of saying “Thank 
you” and “Ooh-Rah” to the Team for 
their participation at the carwash.  We 
are certain that it will be a day that our 
Football Team will not soon forget.

Thank you Dolphin Pride and our Fifth 
Marines for such a wonderful exchange of 
friendship!

5th Marines Partner with Dana Hills Football Team

Many, many days I would arrive to work and find various items 
for our next care package on my desk and the enthusiasm of 
the employees did not dwindle as the twelve months ticked 
away.  Our Marine, Patrick B., has been a GEM!!!!  He sends 
the most heartfelt, genuine emails to me that I share with all 
the employees. If an employee writes him a personal note, he 
includes a personal note back to them. He is very appreciate 
of all we have done for him, his wife and two children.  We 
have planned a company BBQ so that the District employees 
may meet our Operation Joining Forces Marine and family.  
Everyone is looking forward to this event.  The bonds that were 
forged in this year-long deployment assure me that we will 
remain in each other’s lives for years to come. 

Thank you for providing us with this opportunity. You are doing 
a wonderful thing for a worthy, admirable cause and I’m so 
happy we had the chance to be a part of it.” 

We cannot thank enough those who participated in Operation 
Joining Forces.  The praise does not go to DPSG, or to any one 
individual.  Instead, the recognition goes to each and every one 
of YOU, the civilians who stepped to the plate and offered to 
send your love and support to a Marine in harms way and take 
care of his family left behind for an entire year.

As we celebrate RCT-5’s remarkable effort in Afghanistan, we 
also celebrate a remarkable year for our Support Organization.  
Operation Joining Forces was the best of what the Dana Point 
5th Marine Support Group has to offer.  We thank you for your 
efforts and hope that you will continue to support our fine men 
and women who need our help as much now as ever with their 
difficult transition home.

Dana Hills Dolphins lend a sudsy hand!
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Create Holiday MagiC 

Operation Enduring Freedom Monument

With our families reunited, it’s time to create 
some holiday magic for our Marines, Sailors and 
Families!  Santa will be visiting the Regiment for 
their holiday party on December 18th and we 
hope his workshop will be filled with toys for 
the small children and lots of gift cards for our 
Marines and families. Here’s how you can help:

• Purchase a toy for a Military child and drop it off at any of the 
locations listed on our website DanaPoint5thMarines.com 
under the Holiday Magic Tab

• Donate to Operation Gift Cards for the holiday party for 
Marines and families. Gift cards are especially needed for our 
teens and single Marines. 

Gift Card suggestions:
Walmart m Toys R us m Albertsons m Ralphs m Target m Sears 
Gas Cards m Movie Tickets m Fast Food - McDonalds, Carls 
Jr., Burger King,  etc. m Best Buy Costco m iTunes

You may purchase gift cards and mail them via the 
enclosed self-addressed envelope or visit our website 
at DanaPoint5thMarines.com and click on the “Holiday 
Magic” Tab to make a secure, fully tax-deductible PayPal 
donation to support these needed Outreach efforts.

We thank you for the generousity you have demonstrated 
throughout the year. Our Marines may be home, but our mission 

is ongoing. DPSG appreciates how you keep us energized to 
sustain our efforts as we end the year and turn the corner into 2013. 
It is always an honor and privilege to offer support and outreach 
to our 5th Marines, Sailors and Families.  As a Community, and as a 
Nation we must keep our Troops and their families in our hearts and 
minds. Transitioning from the challenges during Operation Enduring 
Freedom in Afghanistan to a peace time mission requires our 
continued commitment to these dedicated men and women who 
make incomprehensible sacrifices on our behalf.

Semper Fi & Happy Holidays,  
Terry Rifkin, Director of Support & Outreach

Our Fighting Fifth Marines and others during the course of the Afghanistan War, 
“Operation Enduring Freedom” (OEF) have performed admirably and have far exceeded 
their objectives of securing, protecting, and building the infrastructure & governing 
bodies within their vast areas of operation. Victory, however, has come at a very high 
price since the beginning of the war in 2001. There have been well over 2,800 Coalition 
Deaths, of which 1,930 have been US Combat Forces. Those of our 5th Marines and other 
neighboring Units now exceed 52 who have made the Ultimate Sacrifice. It is time for us 
to Remember and pay Tribute to our Fallen Comrades-In-Arms.

We must rely on outside donations and fundraising activities to make the Operation 
Enduring Freedom tribute become a reality. We are in hopes that you might see your way clear to help us in this regard.

You’re fully tax-deductible donations may be made via at DanaPont5thMarines.com (Operation Enduring Freedom Monument) or by 
sending in the enclosed, self-addressed envelope.

President of Pacific West Bank, Bob Beaulieu,flanked by 
DPSG Directors, generously displays the OEF monument 
at his bank

If you have not viewed our new video 
promoting DPSG’s mission, please go 
to DanaPoint5thMarines.com.

Alan Wickstrom, Director, 
Webmaster and 
PR Chair for our 
Support Organization 
worked closely with 
Jonathan Jenkins, 
of Progressive 

Production Services on this 
promotional piece.  We appreciate 
Jonathan’s tireless videography work, 
editing and support. This video has 
tremendous heart.  We hope you will 
watch this superb documentary.

Our Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment Support Group is 
working along side of some wonderful community friends 
to sponsor a special day of thanks to our Marines, Sailors, 
and Families. Collins Holdings, in conjunction with Mahe, 
Still Water, and Sunsets Restaurants will host their second annual 
Thanksgiving Day Dinner at Mahe Restaurant in Dana Point on November 22nd.  

Mahe will be serving the traditional turkey dinner with all the fixings and dessert.  There 
will be transportation to and from the base for safety so that our families can enjoy the fun 
which will include great raffle prizes and a big screen television for the Turkey Day games. 
This Thanksgiving Dinner is open to ANY and ALL Active Duty Marines & Sailors/Family 
Members plus ALL Wounded Warriors, Veterans, and Gold Star Families who wish to partake. 

Will you sponsor a Thanksgiving Dinner for an American Hero and his family?  For just 
$35 per person, you can say “Thank You” to those who have given so much for our country.  
Go to DanaPoint5thMarines.com, click on the Thanksgiving Banner. Civilians may pay 
online and join our Marines and families for the Thanksgiving festivities for $35 per person.

New DPSG video Thanksgiving Dinner
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Friends and supporters of the 5th Marine 
Regiment, it’s good to be home!  I’m pleased to 
report that our Marines and Sailors performed 
splendidly during our year-long deployment 
to Afghanistan — morale was high, our 
Marines stayed disciplined and vigilant, and we 
accomplished our assigned mission.  This was 
in large part due to the tremendous support 
we received from our friends, families, and 
organizations like the Dana Point Support Group.  

As we slowly reduce our participation in 
Operation Enduring Freedom after 10 years of 
rotating deployments to the Middle East and 
Central Asia, it is an appropriate time for us all 
to pause and reflect.  The missions we were 
assigned were difficult and at times frustrating, 
but there is no doubt in my mind the people of 
Iraq and Afghanistan now have the opportunity 
for a better life.  Marines will continue to answer 
the call of our citizens and Government as we 
have faithfully done since 1775.

As the Marine Corps begins to increase its 
focus on our amphibious and expeditionary 
roots, our 5th Marine Regiment will support 
deployments with our Marines aboard ships, 
in Japan, and in other allied countries in the 
Western Pacific.  It is an exciting transition 
that will introduce an entire generation of 
Marines to a way of operating that only a few 

of us old-timers 
remember from the 
days before 9/11.  
Our Marines and 
Sailors will be “salty” 
again - literally.  There 
will be an initial 
shakedown period 
as we rediscover 
some of our core 
competencies 
and skills as an 
amphibious force-in-readiness, but I have no 
doubt we will accomplish this quickly and be 
ready to answer our Nation’s call, wherever it 
may be.

Recent events show that uncertainty and 
conflict remain prevalent throughout the 
world.  Because of this, the Marine Corps must 
continue to remain most ready when the 
nation is least ready.  This constant vigilance is 
taxing on our young men and their families, so 
your continued support is critical in keeping 
morale high and our Marines and Sailors 
focused and motivated.  We are lucky to have 
friends and supporters like you, and are grateful 
for your continued contributions.  

Semper Fidelis, Colonel Roger Turner, Commanding 
Officer, Regimental Combat Team 5

Absolutely FREE to our 5th 
Marines for the first 100 sign ups 
for Marines, Sailors, spouses and 
their children to run in the Dana 
Point Turkey Trot on Thanksgiving 
Day.  There is a 5 and 10 K race on 
Thanksgiving morning that is fun, 
spirited, and a great way to burn up 
some calories before our sponsored 
Thanksgiving feast.

DPSG is honored to be one of the 
beneficiaries of the Turkey Trot 
again this year. If you would like 
to sponsor a Marine, his spouse or 
child to run, please visit our website 
at DanaPoint5thMarines.com.

From the Desk of Colonel Turner DPSG Partners 
with Dana Point
Chamber of 
Commerce

Board of Directors
Pete Hammer, President 
Hank Snyder, Treasurer
Doug Chotkevys, Secretary

Directors:

Support Your 5th Marines — Donate online today!
OOH-RAAH! Log on to our website now! DanaPoint5thMarines.com. Here you will 
find many great new interactive features, such as:
Donate Online: Donate to the DP 5th Marine Regiment Support Group using a credit 
card or secure PayPal account. Every dollar counts, so please donate online today. DPMRSG 
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and all donations are tax-deductible. 100% of your 
donations will allow us to continue our worthy mission of supporting our warriors who 
are fighting for our freedom. 

Join our email list: Click on the link titled “Join our email list” and enter your email 
address.  We won’t sell or share your information with anyone. Keep informed about our 
news, information, fundraising activities, and great community events. 

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & YouTube: Visit Facebook.com/DanaPoint5thMarines, 
click the LIKE button and then SHARE our new YouTube.com/DanaPoint5thMarines 
video channel with your Facebook friends. Follow us on Twitter.com/DanaPoint5thMar 
for instant updates.

Doug Chotkevys
Brian Coty 
Pete Hammer
Diane Harkey
Nancy Jenkins
Brud LeTourneau

Jerry Neely 
Terry Rifkin
Patti Short 
Hank Snyder
Alan Wickstrom
Jeff Williams

PO Box 471, Dana Point, CA  92629
(949) 378-7984

“Welcome Home Dad!”  Left 
to right, sons Alec and Max 
greet their father, Col Roger 
Turner, upon his return from 
RCT-5’s year-long deployment 
in Afghanistan. 


