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Dear Friends of Our Fighting Fifth Marines,

It goes without saying, your Support of 
our 5th Marines and their Families over the 
years, whether it be offering in-kind gifts, 
cash donations, or participating in our 
various fundraising events, has been simply 
astonishing.  Truly a Herculean effort! You’re 
patriotism and heartfelt outreach, which 
has been beyond what one could have 
imagined, is greatly appreciated by our 
troops, their spouses, and children.

As a direct result of your efforts we, as your 
Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment Support 
Group, have been able to do the following:

Send 1,000’s of Care Packages Overseas • 
Fund Tributes & Memorials to our Fallen 
Comrades In Arms • Provide support to 
our Wounded Warriors • Meet unexpected 
Family Emergencies • Contribute substantial 
support for the renovation of the Lt Vincent 
R Capodanno Memorial Chapel and 

grounds • Enhance and Improve Training 
Facilities • Provide Farewell & Welcome 
Home Celebrations • Offer Spouse & 
Children’s Outings during Deployments.

The level, duration, and consistency of 
your support have not gone unnoticed. As 
has been heard from Marines and Civilians 
alike, “The Dana Point 5th MAR Support 
Group is revered as one of the very best 
support organizations in the United States.”

To this end, and similar to a marathon, 
our journey continues on as our Marines 
disengage from Afghanistan, continue 
their training, and remain ever ready to be 
the “First to Fight.”  Though we will continue 
to fortify our troops overseas, it is time for 
us to pay tribute to our Fallen of Operation 
Enduring Freedom, take even better care of 
our reunited families, and lend assistance 
to our Wounded Warriors during their 
recovery. Lest, “No Marine Be Forgotten nor 

Left Behind.”

It is therefore 
time for us to, 
once again, 
lock it up 
even tighter, 
close ranks, and join shoulder to shoulder 
with our Marines and Families so that 
we may provide them with the kind 
of support and outreach they so richly 
deserve. I look forward to our “Leading from 
the Front” in this regard. Please consider 
giving generously from the heart so that 
we, in your stead, can provide a tribute 
to our fallen and their families which 
acknowledges the ultimate sacrifice they 
made on our behalf. Let us perpetuate their 
memories eternally with a fitting memorial 
that will endure for generations to come.

Semper Fi with respect & gratitude, 
Pete Hammer-President

Shoulder to Shoulder With Our 5th Marines & Families

Proposed Monument to Honor our Fallen Marines

Our Fighting Fifth Marines and others during the course of the 
Afghanistan War, “Operation Enduring Freedom” (OEF), have 
performed admirably and have far exceeded their objectives of 
securing, protecting, and building the infrastructure and governing 
bodies within their vast areas of operation. By year end 2012 
our 5th MAR will, most probably, no longer have a presence In-
Country. Regimental Combat Team Five (RCT-5) and other Marine 
Units have begun the process of downsizing and transferring 
security over to their Afghan counterparts.

Victory, however, has come at a very high price since the 
beginning of the war in 2001. There have been well over 2,800 
Coalition Deaths, of which 1,930 have been US Combat Forces. 
Those of our 5th Marines and other neighboring Units now exceed 
50 who have made the Ultimate Sacrifice. It is time for us to 
remember and pay tribute to our Fallen Comrades In Arms.

With the return of RCT-5 in August and the 2nd Battalion, 5th 
Marines in September, this will bring to an end the Regiment’s 
presence in Afghanistan. Your Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment 
Support Group in concert with  5th MAR Command has plans 

to put in place, by year end 
2012, a permanent Operation 
Enduring Freedom Monument 
to be located in the Regimental 
Memorial Park. This project 
will not only include the site 
preparation for the Monument 
before it is laid to rest, but also 
includes refurbishing the park and encompasses plans to pay 
tribute to other fallen Fifth Marines from prior wars.

We calculate that the expenses for the OEF Monument plus Park 
preparation and renovation will exceed $40,000.  We must rely on 
outside donations and fundraising activities to make this tribute  
become a reality. We are in hopes that you might see your way 
clear to help us in this regard.

You’re fully tax-deductible donations may be made via our website 
at DanaPont5thMarines.com (Operation Enduring Freedom 
Monument) or by sending a check in the enclosed, self-addressed 
envelope. Thank you for supporting our Fighting Fifth Marines.

Help us turn this rendering into a reality
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We welcome home our 2nd Battalion 4th Marines.  Our Marines were deployed and served 
proudly for 7 months where they helped establish local governance and security in Support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom.

Sadly, and in conjunction with our celebrated homecomings, there is the solemn 
task of honoring and remembering our fallen. On April 12th, LtCol Bill Vivian, 
Commander for our 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines held a fitting tribute to the 5 
Marines who died while serving in Musa Qal’eh and Now Zad Districts in Helmand 
Province, Afghanistan.

The Fallen Heroes that we will not forget are: Lance Cpl. Benjamin W. Schmidt 
• Staff Sgt. Stephen J. Dunning •  Lance Cpl. Kenneth E. Cochran • Corporal 
Jonluke Bateman • Sergeant William C. Stacey

We mourn the loss of these brave men and pay tribute their families. They will not be forgotten.

Welcome Home Magnificent Bastards

The Final Roll Call

City of Dana Point 30” x 96” Single Banner

Dana Point
Salutes

our
Fifth

Marines

Throughout the streets of Dana 
Point you will, intermittently and 
at varying times during the year, 
see these outstanding banners on 
light poles honoring our Fighting 
Fifth Marines.  Thank you to Brad 
Fowler, Director of Public Works, 
and his team from the City for 
bringing this concept to fruition.

Marine War Memorial outside the walls of 
Arlington National Cemetary.  An Enduring 
Tribute to honor and remember all personnel of 
the United States Marine Corps who have died 
in the defense of their country since 1775.

I recently visited Washington D.C.  My 
last day, I went to the Arlington National 
Cemetery which I had visited as a small 
child with my family. Now in retrospect 
with further reflection, and after my 
service as Director of Support and 
Outreach for the DPFMSG, each grave 
and each cross meant so much more to 
me. Since the Civil War, Arlington National 
Cemetery is the most hallowed burial 
ground of our fallen heroes in America.   
The contrast of the beautiful cherry 
blossoms with the endless rows of white 
markers will forever be etched in my 
memory.  Those who served our Nation 
bravely are laid to rest in the 
peace and serenity of this most 
impressive landscape I have ever seen; 
a perfect tribute to all who made the 
ultimate sacrifice.

Even after a long day of touring I had 
to walk over to the Marine Corps War 

Memorial (also called the Iwo Jima 
Memorial).  It was a long walk over, but 
I just had to see this military memorial 
statue outside the walls of the cemetery.  
I had gone this far and I wasn’t going to 
stop without seeing it.  When I laid my 
eyes on the monument in the distance, I 
gasped.  I have seen pictures and heard 
of this memorial all my life.  I knew it was 
dedicated to all personnel of the United 
States Marine Corps who have died in 
the defense of their country since 1775. 
What I didn’t know was how stunning this 
massive cast bronze sculpture topped 
with a living American flag blowing in the 
breeze would affect me.  

On the granite base of the memorial 
bears an inscription, “Uncommon Valor 
Was a Common Virtue.”  This tribute by 
Admiral Chester Nimitz to the fighting 
men on Iwo Jima says it all.

There is great importance in having 
monuments and memorials so that we 
have a place to go to remember and 
pay tribute to those who have given so 
much in the defense of our freedom.  
As Director of Support and Outreach, I 
promise to prioritize and push forward 
our DPSG mission of ensuring that our 
brave Marines who gave their life in 
Afghanistan will have a fitting tribute.  

Semper Fi, Terry Rifkin

Reflections and Reverence



Golfers Mark your Calendars!
Proceeds to benefit our deployed Marines and 
Sailors and their families left behind.

Camp Pendleton Memorial Golf Course

Monday, June 18th

$150/Player (Includes Golf & Prizes)

• Sponsor a Marine or Wounded Warrior to play

• Purchase a Tee sign

• Sponsorship Opportunities available if you wish 
  to promote your business, civic, or other type organization

To sponsor or play visit DanaPoint5thMarines.com.

There will be snipers, minefields and obstacle courses during 
this hazardous and fun-filled day.  There will be a fabulous 
dinner and awards ceremony after the Tourney. 1st Place 
Winners in the Men’s and Women’s Divisions will attend a never 
to be forgotten Adventure Day at Camp Pendleton. 

MOnDAy, JunE 18TH 
Combat Golf Tournament

JunE 24TH - AuGuST 26TH 
Sunday Concerts in the Park  
Two Special Sunday Concerts 
in the Park:

JuLy 15TH 
“All American Event” to support the Bruce Springsteen 
Tribute Band with an “all out good time” with Beer, barbeque 
food, raffle prizes, and much more.

AuGuST 26TH 
“End of Summer Concert” to support the Chicago Tribute 
Band again with purchasing luscious libations, great food, 
prizes and much more.

AuGuST 4TH 
Car Wash at South Shores Church, Dana Point 

SEPTEMBER 29TH 
Kansas City BBQ, Sea Terrace Park

It was a bittersweet day for the Marines and sailors of Regimental Combat Team 5 as 
they bid farewell to a beloved Sergeant Major and welcomed the newest senior enlisted 
Marine to southern Helmand province.

SgtMaj Hoopii has been a dear friend to our Dana Point Support Group. He has been 
our own Rock Star and now legendary to our seven square miles of paradise. He has 
given a lot to the Corps and also to our City.  SgtMaj Hoopii will continue his career as 
the Sergeant Major of Marine Corps Installations East aboard Camp Lejeune, N.C.  We are 
pleased he can rejoin his family. Their gain is our loss. Undoubtedly, we will always be 
friends across the miles.

We welcome SgtMaj Ruiz and his family to the 5th MAR and our Dana Point family. 
Ruiz and his wife norma have a son, Alberto II, and two daughters, Selina Marie 
and Katarina Makayla.  SgtMaj has an extensive infantry background and Norma is a 
seasoned military spouse with nine deployments under her belt.  Together they are a 
dynamic duo; leading in-country and on the home front.

At his Farewell Reception on March 8th, held at Cannon’s Restaurant, SgtMaj Hoopii presented 
a gift from the Battlefield to the Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment Support Group.  Hand-carried 
from Afghanistan, SgtMaj Hoopii gave the Support Group a Guidon from RCT-5; a gift that will last 
a lifetime. A Marine guidon is always rectangular, 22 by 28 inches (56 × 71 cm), with a scarlet field, 
gold lettering , and a centered Eagle, Globe, and Anchor. Receiving this guidon is an honor and 
it will be a symbol, or rallying point for our Support Team forever pledging our allegiance to not 
only our American flag, but also our allegiance to our 5th Marines.  

After a formal presentation at a City Council meeting, this Guidon will find its permanent home 
in the Dana Point Council Chambers.  It will serve as a point of pride for our adoptive unit in our city.
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RCT-5 Welcomes a new Sergeant Major

SgtMaj Present the Regiment Guidon to DPSG

Combat Golf upcoming Events for the DPSG

U.S. Marine SgtMaj Alberto Ruiz (left) and 
SgtMaj Ernest Hoopii salute Col Roger Turner, 
the Regimental Combat Team 5 Commander, 
during a relief and appointment ceremony 
on March 1st at Camp Dwyer in Afghanistan.  
Hoopii relinquished his reins as the RCT-5 
Sergeant Major to Ruiz.  

SgtMaj Hoopii presents honored flag to 
President Pete Hammer and Willa Porter. 
MGySgt Juan Garza (right).
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I would like to extend my greetings and heartfelt 
thanks to our friends and avid supporters, the 
Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment Support Group. 
We continue to be grateful for the high level of 
support you have maintained for our Marines 
and Sailors since they arrived in Afghanistan 
over eight months ago. Strong support back 
home is truly a comfort and a critical part of 
accomplishing our mission here in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom.
Our mission here continues to go very well, 
despite a number of set backs in other parts 
of the country.  Our ability to maintain close 
relationships with our Afghan partners in the 
government and security forces has allowed to 
us to continue to develop their ability to provide 
security and stability in southern Helmand 
province without interruption.  
The people of Helmand are genuinely grateful 
for the opportunity to live their lives in peace 
and they recognize it was our forces that created 
this environment.  This secure environment 
is allowing Marine forces across our area of 
operations to gradually shift into an advisory role, 
as our counterparts in the Afghan security forces 
are taking an ever increasing leadership role in 
security operations. Afghan police forces have 
established a strong foothold in the green zones 
of Marjah, Nawa and Garmsir districts, allowing 
the Afghan National Army and their Marine 
advisors to root out a decidedly weakened 
insurgency in safe havens on the outskirts of 
these districts.

Another byproduct of this 
more stable environment 
secured by Afghan and 
Marine forces is the ability 
of district governments in our Area of Operations 
(AO) to build critical infrastructure for the people 
of southern Helmand. As a result, we see more 
productive farms growing wheat rather than 
poppy, schools are opening their doors to more 
local students, vibrant markets are bustling with 
commerce, and improved roads have given the 
people of southern Helmand the best mobility 
they’ve seen in their lifetimes.  
We have made undeniable progress developing 
the Afghan security forces and district 
governments since arriving at Camp Dwyer. The 
success we’ve enjoyed during our deployment 
is due in no small part to the consistent effort of 
RCT-5 Marines and Sailors you have supported 
over the last eight months. We pride ourselves 
with maintaining a “customer service” attitude 
towards our subordinate battalions, and thus far I 
have received nothing but positive feedback from 
units operating in our battlespace.  
I have no doubt that the men and women of 
RCT-5 will continue their superior performance, 
but none of this would be possible without your 
continued support of our Marines, Sailors and 
their families back at Camp Pendleton. Thank you 
for all that you have done, and all that you will 
continue to do.
Semper Fidelis, Colonel Roger Turner, Commanding 
Officer, Regimental Combat Team 5

On the horizon is an incredible 
Sunday May 20th afternoon sailing 
voyage for our women and children 
of the Fifth Marines. Generous Dana 
Point friends, Bob and Jo Anne 
Harrison, have donated their vessel 
to provide an unforgettable journey 
on the high seas for all ages!  This 
adventure at sea will be on a 82’ 
Historic Schooner, Curlew out of the 
beautiful Dana Point Harbor.

It will be a special event for our 
proud families of our Marines 
and Sailors as they count the 
days until their loved ones come 
home from Afghanistan in August.  
Special thanks to our wonderful 
Friends of our 5th!  We could not 
provide this kind of outreach to 
the Regiment were it not for the 
kind and generous support of our 
surrounding communities.  

From the Desk of Colonel Turner Ahoy ye Mates!

Board of Directors
Pete Hammer, President 
Hank Snyder, Treasurer
Doug Chotkevys, Secretary

Directors:

Support Your 5th Marines — Donate online today!
OOH-RAAH! Log on to our website now! DanaPoint5thMarines.com. Here you will 
find many great new interactive features, such as:

Donate Online: Donate to the DP 5th Marine Regiment Support Group using a credit 
card or secure PayPal account. Every dollar counts, so please donate online today. DPMRSG 
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and all donations are tax-deductible. 100% of your 
donations will allow us to continue our worthy mission of supporting our warriors who 
are fighting for our freedom. 

Join our email list: Click on the link titled “Join our email list” and enter your email 
address.  We won’t sell or share your information with anyone. Keep informed about our 
news, information, fundraising activities, and great community events. 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter: Visit Facebook.com/DanaPoint5thMarines, 
click the LIKE button and tell your Facebook friends you are a patriotic supporter of our 
Marines.  Follow us on Twitter.com/DanaPoint5thMar for instant updates.

Doug Chotkevys
Brian Coty 
Pete Hammer
Diane Harkey
Nancy Jenkins
Brud LeTourneau

Jerry Neely 
Terry Rifkin
Patti Short 
Hank Snyder
Alan Wickstrom
Jeff Williams

PO Box 471, Dana Point, CA  92629
(949) 378-7984




