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The Times appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank  
JOHN GREEN
of Noblesville for subscribing!

 HONEST HOOSIER
This came in from a reader: The 

biggest governments in the world 
can’t stop a virus. But they all claim 
they can fix global warming if you just 
pay more in taxes! Kinda makes 
sense, huh?

Teach your kids to eat healthier by 
having them help pack their school 
lunch. Not packing a lunch? Many 

schools keep track of what kids are 
picking out in the lunch line – ask to 

review it.
Today’s health tip was brought 

to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure 
to catch his column each week 
in The Times and online at www.

thetimes24-7.com.

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

 TODAY’S QUOTE
"Traveling is not just seeing the new; it is also leaving be-

hind. Not just opening doors; also closing them behind you, 
never to return. But the place you have left forever is always 

there for you to see whenever you shut your eyes."
Jan Myrdal

 TODAY’S JOKE
How do you make the number seven even?
Take away the S.

By The Numbers, a look at what’s in the news . . . by the 
numbers. These are just numbers, not suggestions that they 
mean more or less than what they are. We do not suggest that 
one number is connected to another. These are simply facts with 
no extraneous details, bias or slanted reporting. To borrow (and 

perhaps mangle a bit) a quote from legendary fictional detective Joe Friday, it’s just the numbers, ma’am!

BTN

According to the Indiana State 
Department of Health on Friday, 
that’s how many Hoosiers have 
been diagnosed with the virus.

1,490,496

How 
many 

Hoosiers have died because of 
this pandemic. 

Num-
ber of 

COVID-19 cases found so far 
in Hamilton County, according 
to the State Health Department

72,207

547

According to the CDC, that’s 
how many Americans have 
been diagnosed with the virus. 

67,903,759

How many Americans have 
lost their lives to the pandemic.

853,23019,761

And Another Thing...
Be a Pie-oneer! Blaze the Hoosier Pie 
Trail™ from 'Pie Day-to-Pi Day' with 
the Indiana Culinary Trails Passport. 
Starting on National Jan. 23 (National 
Pie Day) and running through the month 
of February (National Pie Month) to Mar. 
14 (Pi Day).

 OBITUARIES
John Joseph Rushinsky
James Eston "Sonny" Pedigo

 TODAY’S VERSE
Matthew 7:2 For with what 

judgment ye judge, ye shall 
be judged: and with what 

measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured to you again.

U.S. 
Department 
of Agricul-
ture (USDA) 
Secretary 
Tom Vilsack announced that the De-
partment is making up to $10 million 
available to help people living in ru-

ral towns develop community renewable energy projects 
that will help them cut their energy costs and contribute to 
the nationwide effort to reduce pollution that contributes 
to climate change. These funds will be targeted to help 
people who live in communities that have been historical-
ly underinvested and disinvested.

$10 
million

 FACES of
HAMILTON COUNTY

What makes Joanne White smile? 
“My grandson and great-grandchil-
dren,” said the 91-year-old Nobles-
ville woman. She has one son, the 
late Joe Wilson, and daughter-in-law, 
Vicki; two grandchildren, Craig 
Wilson and Angie McCauley; and 
five great-grandchildren. Andrew, 
Erin and Lindsay Wilson and Ma-
son and Alexis McCauley. She has 
worked for The Noblesville Ledger 
and The Times. “Before that, I was 
the telephone operator before they 
went dial,” she said. “We were at the 
corner of Maple and Ninth Street, 
and there was a long board where 
we’d plug the cords in for people 
to ask us for a number. Somebody 
was there 24-7 … When Noblesville 
closed, we went to 40th and Central 
in Indianapolis, then from there, 
down to New York (Street)where the 
nature office was…. That didn’t last 
very long, because in ‘64, I married 
Eddy White who had White Oldsmo-
bile (on Logan Street in Noblesville).” 
She said, “It doesn’t seem like it’s 
been that long ago, but time really 
flies.” She and her twin brother, 
Joe Cook, graduated in 1948 from 
Noblesville High School. “I’m still on 
the Noblesville Alumni Board for the 
scholarship committee.” The former 
Joanne Cook, she’s related to Steve 
and Matt Cook and every August 
enjoys the Cook Reunion at Forest 
Park. She was  an election poll 
worker for more than 12 years at 
the Hamilton County Government & 
Judicial Center and some of the pre-
cincts, but in 2020 was the first year 
she didn’t work due to the COVID-19 
(Coronavirus Disease) pandemic. 
Most of the time since mid-March 
2020, she has been staying home 
and getting her shopping delivered 
by family. Today's feature is a look 
back at one of The Times' previous 
Faces of Hamilton County. She was 
found in the summer having lunch 
on the patio at Culver’s Restaurant 
in Noblesville. She has volunteered 
35 years at Riverview Hospital (as a 
receptionist) and also volunteers at 
St. Vincent dePaul Food Pantry but 
hasn’t been called in recently. “At 
this time, my health is more import-
ant than volunteering.”

People who call our community their own.

Hamilton County is 
celebrating 164 em-
ployees for their ser-

vice to the community. Each year the 
Board of Commissioners and Human 
Resource Department recognizes and 
honors employees for long and meri-
torious service by presenting service 
awards at the end of each five years of 
employment.

164

This week, the first-ever Nobles-
ville-based toboggan team, named the 
Hoosier Hotshots, announced their par-
ticipation in the 31st Annual US National 
Toboggan Championships in Maine.

“After months of planning, we’re 
elated to see this initiative come to life,” 
said Geoff Davis, captain of the team. 
“It’s encouraging to see the grassroots 
support popping up 
throughout Hamil-
ton County!” 31st

State Farm® is celebrating its 
100th anniversary in 2022 by 
building State Farm Neighborhood 

Assist® bigger. That means more submissions, more 
grants and spreading good to more communities.

This year, the program will award 100 $25,000 grants 
(vs. 40 grants in previous years) to nonprofit organiza-
tions to help fund neighborhood improvement projects. 
Additionally, we’re doubling the number of cause sub-
missions to 4,000.

100th

In recognition 
of National 
Mentoring Month

EDITOR'S NOTE: This is a 
weekly column from Hamilton 
Heights Superintendent Dr. 
Derek Arrowood. All Hamilton 
County school superintendents 
are invited to send The Times 
similar routine messages. To do 
so, please contact our publisher 
at ttimmons@thetimes24-7.com

In recognition of National 
Mentoring Month, I want to 
take this opportunity to thank 
the many community mentors 
for the 
positive 
impact 
they have 
on our 
students’ 
lives 
every day. 
Through 
support-
ive, one-
on-one 
relation-
ships, 
these 
volunteers 
enhance 
the educational experience and 
help students reach their poten-
tial in inspiring and life-chang-
ing ways. Thank you!

Just in! HHSC has earned the 
College Board's AP® Comput-
er Science Female Diversity 

DEREK ARROWOOD
Hamilton Heights 

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 8:05 a.m.      
SET: 5:54 p.m.

High/Low Temperatures
High: 27 °F
Low: 10 °F

Wacky Holiday Today
•  Squirrel Appreciation 

Day
• National Hugging Day

What Happened 
On This Day

• 1899 Opel builds its first 
automobile

• 1968 The Battle of Khe 
Sanh begins

Births On This Day
• 1824 Stonewall Jackson

American general
• 1963 Hakeem Olajuwon

Nigerian/American 
basketball player

Deaths On This Day
• 1950 George Orwell

English author
• 1997 Colonel Tom Parker

Dutch/American talent 
manager

See ARROWOOD Page A6

30 things for 
your calendars

For our readers who like to 
open their new calendars at the 
beginning of each year and fill 
up the blank squares with things 
to do, I will share some dates 
for your calendar:

Jan. 21-30 -- The Hamilton 
County Theatre Guild’s Bel-
fry Theatre will present “The 
Dining Room” comedy/drama, 
a play by 
A.R. Gur-
ney, opening 
tonight and 
continuing 
through 
Jan. 30 at 
The Switch 
Theatre 
in Ji-Eun 
Lee Music 
Academy in 
Fishers. 

Jan. 21-31 -- The Great Dine 
Out with specials at local partic-
ipating restaurants in Hamilton 
County.

Jan 21-Feb. 22 -- Koteewi 

BETSY REASON
The Times Editor

See BETSY Page A6

Jonathan Mirgeaux is City of 
Noblesville new utility director

Jonathan Mirgeaux joined the 
city of Noblesville as direc-
tor of Noblesville Utilities. 
Mirgeaux replaces Ray Thomp-
son, who retired Jan. 7 after 42 
years with the city and 11 as 
utilities director.

“Jonathan brings a new 
perspective to the position from 
his experience working as an 
engineering consultant," No-
blesville Mayor Chris Jensen 
said "He has an understanding 
of state-of-the-art practices that 
will help the utility be more 
proactive."

Mirgeaux has 18 years of 
experience as a wastewater and 
storm water engineer. Prior 
to joining the city, Mirgeaux 
worked as a consultant at R.W. 
Armstrong, CHA Consulting 
and HWC Engineering.

“The puzzle pieces fit 
together nicely," Mirgeaux 
said. "While I’m learning 
more each day about the core 
processes at the treatment plant 
and throughout the wastewater 
and stormwater conveyance 

system, we are fortunate to 
have a knowledgeable and 
hardworking team of dedicated 
employees. This lets me focus 
on the big picture, growth, 
incorporation of best practices 
and becoming the utility of the 
future.”

As an entry-level engineer, 
Mirgeaux was part of the 
team who developed the city’s 
Long Term Control Plan when 
Noblesville was negotiating 
with Indiana Department of 
Environmental Management in 
2006. The 15-year unfunded 
mandate was completed last 
year and consisted of nine 
individual projects conducted in 
five different phases.

Raised in Cape Girardeau, 
Mo., Mirgeaux graduated high 
school in Louisville. He earned 
his undergraduate and graduate 
diplomas in Biosystems and 
Agricultural Engineering at 
the University of Kentucky. 
Mirgeaux and his wife, Kelli, 
have two children and enjoy 
bicycling as a family.
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 OBITUARIES
John Joseph Rushinsky 
Sept. 28, 1940 - Jan. 17, 2022

John Joseph Rushinsky, 81, Fort 
Wayne, passed peacefully on Mon-
day, Jan. 17, 2022, surrounded by 
loved ones at Coventry Meadows in 
Fort Wayne. 

He was born on Sept. 28, 1940 
to the late Nicholas and Mary 
(Swinkunas) Rushinsky in Lorain, 
Ohio. 

On Oct. 25, 1964 in El Puerto de 
Santa María, Spain, he married the 
love of his life, María del Carmen 
Galán Villar, who preceded him in 
death on Feb. 21, 2012.

Mr. Rushinsky was a brilliant 
and humble man. He retired as a 
government contracts quality control 
employee from ITT Aerospace, 
and he prided himself on his meticulous work to ensure 
civilian safety. He was also a Navy veteran and achieved 
the rank of Chief Petty Officer (E7). He was a recipient 
of The Vietnam Service Medal, The National Defense 
Service Medal, The Navy Expeditionary Medal, and 
the Good Conduct Medal (twice). The position with the 
greatest impact on him was that of Electronics Techni-
cian in the Cryptology Department in Rota, Spain for it 
was there that he would meet his beloved wife and the 
trajectory of his life would forever change. 

He and Maria went on to live in many places and were 
blessed to grow their family to include five children 
whom they dearly loved. He worked tirelessly to ensure 
that their needs were met. He enjoyed playing cards, 
playing chess, repairing anything mechanical for himself 
and others, research, challenging his grandchildren with 
math problems to solve, enjoying a good meal in the 
company of people he loved, sneaking sweet treats and 
spending time with family. Mr. Rushinsky also was a 
gifted accordion player and enjoyed entertaining his own 
family and his children with his polka music. 

In his later years, after the passing of his wife, Maria, 
he fiercely made sure all his children were taken care of. 
He enjoyed his grandchildren, and in particular loved 
witnessing his youngest grandson, Antonio, grow into a 
sweet child and was often heard bragging about what a 
good boy he was. Unbeknownst to his children, he kept 
a box next to his recliner with pictures of his children 
and grandchildren as well as cards he had received from 
them.

Survivors include his son, John Joseph (Katy) Rush-
insky Jr.; son, Michael (Laura) Rushinsky; daughter, 
Tanya Marie (Vincent) Aviles; son, Mark Anthony 
(Laura) Rushinsky; daughter, Celeste Nicole Rushinsky; 
sister, Veronica Loper; and eleven grandchildren: Joseph 
Thomas Aviles, Austin Rushinsky, John Edward “Jack” 
Rushinsky, Anabella Rose Klepper, Meghan Rose Rush-
insky, Alex Rushinsky, Bridget Marie Rushinsky, Noah 
Anthony Aviles, Gabriel Manolo Rushinsky, Andrew 
Vincent Aviles and Antonio Michael Klepper.

In addition to his parents and wife, he was preceded in 
death by his brother, Michael John Rushinsky; brother, 
Robert Paul Rushinsky; and twin granddaughters: Allie 
Marie and Marie Allie Rushinsky.

Visitation is scheduled on Monday, Jan. 24, 2022 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. and Tuesday, Jan. 25, 2022 from 
10 a.m. to 11 a.m. at Randall & Roberts Funeral Center, 
1685 Westfield Road, Noblesville. Funeral Service will 
follow visitation on Tuesday, Jan. 25, 2022 also at Ran-
dall & Roberts Funeral Center. Military burial will be 
at Hamilton Memorial Park Cemetery in Noblesville. In 
addition, a Memorial Mass in celebration of life will be 
held at a later date, at Saint Charles Borromeo Catholic 
Church, 4916 Trier Road, in Fort Wayne, Indiana.

Those wishing to do something in his memory, should 
spend time with family and tell them how very much you 
love them.

Condolences: www.randallroberts.com

James Eston “Sonny” Pedigo 
Aug. 14, 1960

James Eston “Sonny” Pedigo, 61, 
Pendleton, passed away at his home. 

He was born on Aug. 14, 1960 to 
the late James and Eva Mae (Watson) 
Pedigo in Noblesville, Ind.

Mr. Pedigo was a graduate of 
Westfield High School and retired 
after 31 years with the Indiana State 
Highway Department. He was a 
member of Hinkle Creek Masonic 
Lodge and active in the Tipton Gun 
Show. He enjoyed Arizona, the West, and was a fan of 
John Wayne.

Survivors include his sister, Anna (Ted) Maynard; 
nephews, Clinton (Jodi) Wooten, Seth (Stephanie) Woo-
ten and Cody (Rachel) Wooten; great-nephew, Conner 
Wooten; great-nieces, Trinity Wooten, Esme Wooten 
and Tessa Raven Wooten.

Visitation is scheduled from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., with a 
Masonic Service at 3 p.m., on Saturday, Jan. 22, 2022 
at Randall & Roberts Funeral Home, 1150 Logan Street, 
in Noblesville.

Condolences: www.randallroberts.com

Nickel Plate Arts features Carmel artist, Jerry Mannell
Creativity has been the 

unifying backbone of Jerry 
Mannell’s professional 
career. A Fine Arts and 
English Literature major 
in college, Jerry combined 
his love of visual and writ-
ten stories into a career 
as a graphic designer, 
working for an ad agency 
for a few years. When the 
agency closed, he, like so 
many creative profession-
als, forged out on his own 
and became a free-lancer, 
which gave him more time 
to dedicate to his personal 
creative pursuits by paint-
ing regularly in his studio.

From there emerged a 
career-long exploration of 
the relationships between 
the concrete and the 
abstract, the mechanical 
and the organic. Jerry 
creates colorful composi-
tions, full of well-defined 
shapes with hard edges. 
His vibrant color palette 
creates an almost tropical 
feel to his pieces. He ad-
mits that his style has been 
greatly influenced by time 
he spent in Santa Fe, an 
area of the country where 
vibrant, warm colors dom-
inate every view.

Meaning and story 
abound in both his abstract 
and figural work. Themes 
and relationships emerge 
in the abstract pieces, 

while witty social com-
mentary is evident in his 
more literal work. How-
ever, Jerry encourages 
his viewers to find their 
own meaning in his art: 
he encourages you to not 
be too influenced by his 
title for his abstract pieces, 
but to instead supply 
your own. He mentioned 
times throughout his 
career where viewers and 
customers saw something 
completely different in 
his work from his original 
conception. Once at an art 
fair, two different custom-
ers walked up and de-
scribed a piece as ‘sushi,’ 
when that comparison had 
never before occurred to 
Jerry. Another time, a 
friend was eager to buy a 
piece, but wanted Jerry to 
change a black shape in 
the bottom of the canvas to 
be blue. The change shift-
ed the original meaning 

Jerry had intended for the 
work, but the result was 
still aesthetically very sat-
isfying. Jerry was happy 
to accommodate his friend 
and customer to help his 
work find a new home. 
Through interactions like 
these, he realized that 
when viewers are encour-
aged to put their own spin 
on a piece, by changing 
the title or customizing 
colors, they are far more 
likely to feel ownership 
and subsequently want to 
own the piece.

Jerry is well aware 
of the challenges facing 
Indiana artists: he laments 
the fact that friends and 
neighbors seem far more 
comfortable buying Colts 
tickets than paintings, 
even though the paintings 
will last far longer. He, 
like all of us at Nick-
el Plate, is searching 
for ways to encourage 
investment in original 
art. He thinks the key 
is to delight people with 
skillfully made colorful 
forms. He says that “art 
is about eye candy, just 
like music is ear candy.” 
He feels strongly that 
abstract pieces need to be 
beautiful, engaging and 
well-executed, so that 
even those of us without a 
background in art or who 

aren’t as comfortable deci-
phering visual language 
can be drawn in and find 
whimsy, inspiration and 
fun in the work. Then, we 
can find a deeper meaning 
that will prove that the 
piece is “more than meets 
the eye.”

Come explore Jerry’s 
“eye candy” during his 
showcase exhibit “More 
Than Meets the Eye” in 
the Stephenson House 
from January 7-29, 2022. 
Jerry’s reception will be 
held January 21, from 
6-9 pm - it will be a great 
opportunity to escape 
Indiana’s dreary January 
weather and step into a 
tropical world all your 
own!

Nickel Plate Arts is 
an umbrella nonprofit 
organization that cre-
ates and coordinates arts 
and cultural experiences 
across communities in 
eastern Hamilton County 
and the surrounding areas 
to improve the quality of 
life for residents, strength-
en local economies and 
enrich experiences for 
visitors. Nickel Plate Arts 
is a project of Hamilton 
County Tourism, Inc. Vis-
it us at 107 S. 8th Street 
in Noblesville, online at 
nickelplatearts.org or call 
317.452.3690

Jerry Mannell

Thank You from Beta Epsilon Chapter of Tri Kappa
The Beta Epsilon 

Chapter of Tri Kappa in 
Noblesville would like to 
say a big THANK YOU to 
the community of No-
blesville and beyond for 
the generous donations to 
the Red Stocking Fund 
during the 2021 Christmas 
season. Last year was 
another stressful year yet 
we were again surprised 
with the amount of dona-
tions. We surpassed our 
goal of $10,000.00 and 
raised $13,560.00.00 for 
the Annual Tri Kappa Red 
Stocking Fund. We were 
truly blessed and 100% of 
the money donated will be 
distributed to the school 
children of Noblesville 
through the Noblesville 

Township Trustee’s Office 
and Noblesville Schools 
along with Options Charter 
School of Noblesville. 
Since 2006, the Communi-
ty of Noblesville has raised 
over $205,000.00 through 
this fundraiser. These 
funds are used to provide, 
shoes, clothing, school 

supplies, medicines, 
utilities/shelter for many 
families with school aged 
children, as well as any 
other needs recognized by 
the Trustee’s office and 
the respective schools.

Tri Kappa of Nobles-
ville would also like 
to say a big “THANK 
YOU” to the The TIMES 
newspaper for partner-
ing with Beta Epsilon to 
raise this money for the 
children of Noblesville 
through the Red Stock-
ing Fund. Much of the 
success of this project is 
owed to The TIMES for 
publishing the listing of 
donors with wishes and 
providing the coupon. We 
are so grateful to have 

a local newspaper that 
supports our local organi-
zations and promotes their 
projects, which in turn 
supports this community. 
Tri Kappa was proud to 
partner with The TIMES, 
as well as the Noblesville 
Township Trustees Office 
in this project.

Tri Kappa is a phil-
anthropic organization 
existing only within Indi-
ana. Membership totals 
nearly 9,000 in 146 active 
and 110 associate chap-
ters. Tri Kappa members 
donate over $1.5 million 
every year to the endeav-
ors of charity, culture 
and education within their 
own communities and 
through state projects.

MARY JANE POLSGROVE
Guest Column

Hoosier writers to speak around the state and offer writing 
workshops as part of Indiana Authors Awards Programs

More than 30 organi-
zations will host Indiana 
authors during 2022 as 
part of a statewide speak-
ers program and writing 
workshop program offered 
through the Eugene and 
Marilyn Glick Indiana 
Authors Awards. Category 
winners and shortlisted 
authors from the 2020 
awards will visit communi-
ties virtually and in-person 
for the speaker program 
events to provide readings 
and discussions. Five com-
munities will host Indiana 
authors for interactive 
workshops.

Indiana Humanities, the 
engine behind the Indiana 
Authors Awards, selected 
the hosts and provides 
support for award-win-
ning Indiana authors to 
travel the state to speak 
to public audiences. The 
programs, open to public 
libraries, schools, church-
es, museums, community 
centers and other nonprofit 
organizations, are funded 
through the support of 
Glick Philanthropies. 

“We are thrilled to 
provide people all across 
the state with more access 
to Indiana’s most talented 
authors,” said Keira Am-
stutz, president and CEO 
of Indiana Humanities. 
“The generous support 
from Glick Philanthropies 
continues to provide more 
opportunities for Hoosiers 

to engage with literature 
written about and inspired 
by our state and to have 
thoughtful conversations 
about those works.”

Organizations hosting 
author talks are:

• Attica Public Library, 
Attica (Author: John Da-
vid Anderson)

• Bartholomew County 
Public Library, Columbus 
(Author: Nancy Kriplen)

• Brown County Public 
Library, Nashville (Au-
thor: Michael Homoya)

• Calumet College of St. 
Joseph, Whiting (Author: 
Chantel Massey)

• Cardinal Ritter High 
School, Indianapolis (Au-
thor: Annie Sullivan)

• Carmel Clay Public 
Library, Carmel (Author: 
Eugene Gloria)

• Culver-Union Town-
ship Public Library, 
Culver (Author: Larry 
Sweazy)

• Fall Creek Intermedi-
ate School, Fishers (Au-
thor: Gabrielle Balkan)

• Franklin County High 
School, Brookville (Au-
thor: Saundra Mitchell)

• Friends of Potato 
Creek State Park, North 
Liberty (Author: Helen 
Frost)

• Fulton County Public 
Library, Rochester (Au-
thor: Kevin McKelvey)

• Greensburg-Decatur 
County Contractual Public 
Library, Greensburg (Au-

thor: Bill Sullivan)
• Greentown Public Li-

brary, Greentown (Author: 
John David Anderson)

• Hanover College, 
Hanover (Author: Debra 
Kang Dean)

• Harrison County 
Public Library, Corydon 
(Author: Gabrielle Balkan)

• Henry Henley Public 
Library, Carthage (Au-
thor: Bryan Furuness)

• Hussey-Mayfield 
Memorial Public Library, 
Zionsville (Author: Mi-
chael Homoya)

• Indianapolis Public 
Schools, Impact Acade-
my, Indianapolis (Author: 
Maurice Broaddus)

• Lake County Public 
Library, Merrillville (Au-
thor: Sharon Biggs Waller)

• Middlebury Public 
Library, Middlebury (Au-
thor: Chris White)

• Morrisson-Reeves 
Library, Richmond (Au-
thor: Maurice Broaddus)

• Orange County Ser-
vice Council, Paoli (Au-
thor: Robert Blaemire)

• Pike County Public 
Library, Petersburg (Au-
thor: Katie Hesterman)

• Rousseau McClellan 
School 91, Indianapolis 
(Author: Chantel Massey)

• Southport High 
School, Southport (Au-
thors: Maurice Broaddus, 
Sharon Biggs Waller)

• Sycamore School, In-
dianapolis (Author: Katie 

Hesterman)
• The Exchange at 

the Indianapolis Urban 
League, Indianapolis 
(Author: Robin Lee 
Lovelace)

• Thorpe Creek Ele-
mentary, Fishers (Author: 
Helen Frost)

• Vincennes Universi-
ty, Vincennes (Author: 
Axton Betz-Hamilton)

• Walton Public Li-
brary, Walton (Author: 
John David Anderson)

• Writers Guild at 
Bloomington (Author: 
Brian Leung)

Groups hosting writing 
workshops are:

• Carmel Clay Public 
Library, Carmel (Author: 
Lydia Johnson)

• Heartland Society of 
Women Writers, India-
napolis (Author: Ashley 
Mack-Jackson)

• Heritage Christian 
School, Indianapolis (Au-
thor: Shari Wagner)

• Indiana State Library 
/ Indiana Center for the 
Book, Indianapolis (Au-
thor: Saundra Mitchell)

• Jeffersonville Town-
ship Public Library, 
Jeffersonville (Author: 
Larry Sweazy)

• Middlebury Public 
Library, Middlebury (Au-
thor: Alicia Rasley)

• North Manchester 
Public Library, North 
Manchester (Author: 
John F. Allen)

thetimes
find it here! WWW.THETIMES24-7.COM
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Number, please...
I’d like to share a few 

numbers with you:
4927262920202826
5736282018082727
9284748495483838
These are some of the 

tracking numbers for the 
Christmas gifts I bought 
online over the past few 
months. I copied and 
pasted the figures into the 
UPS or FedEx websites 
to be sure they were on 
the way. By the way, 
those are not the exact 
numbers. I substituted 
bogus numerals above 
because I don’t want 
anyone tracking my 
purchases.  One time 
when I pretended to put 
my real phone number 
in my column, readers 
called it and then emailed 
me saying they got some 
poor lady in Metamora, 
who I later heard had a 
breakdown because her 
phone kept ringing in the 
middle of the night. And 
whose fault is that?

I did a Google search 
to learn the term for a 
large string of integers, 
and I’ve discovered 
a whole new lexicon. 
We have quadrillion, 
quintillion, sextillion, 
decillion, tredecillion, 
novemdecillion and 
vigintillion. I’m going 
to play it safe and just 
call them all gazillions. 
Whatever you call them, 
it just doesn’t make sense 
that tracking a package 
should require so many 
digits.

Here’s another code: 
783930404X9056. 

That’s the confirmation 
number for my online 
pharmacy cholesterol 
medicine. I knew there 
were a lot of people out 
there with lipid problems, 
but my mistake was just 
counting people on this 
planet. I also don’t know 
what that X means, but it 
scares the heck out of me.

There is a similar 
conundrum (not a word I 
use lightly) in other areas. 
My house number is 9623 
No matter how many 
times I count the homes in 
my cul de sac, I usually 
get six. Even after three 
cans of Heineken Light, 
the most I see is eight.

My friend Jerry works 
at a small company 
here in Indianapolis. 
When I call his office, I 
get a prompt that says: 
For Tom, press 3056, 
for Jerry press 3157, 
for Adrian press 3021. 
I’ve been to his place 
of business. Where are 
the 3,000-plus phones? 
Imagine if we all got this 
pretentious!

“Mary Ellen, it’s your 
brother calling from 
Oregon.”

“Which line, Dick?”
“Extension 5696.”
“Huh? We only have 

two phone lines in this 
house.”

“I know. I know. I just 
hope your brother heard 
me say that. How cool 
does that sound?”

Then there’s my 
computer. The model 
number is 367892JY. I 
called the company and 
asked how many different 
models they have. “About 
30 or 40 over the past 
24 years,” they told me, 
so I posed the obvious 
question. “Do you have a 
model number 6 or 12 or 
27?”

“No, Sir. I think those 
missing numbers represent 
defective prototypes 
that didn’t pass all the 
necessary tests.” This 
makes me really happy I 
never flew to New York 
on a 742.

The original Social 
Security card, printed 
back in l936 with the 
number 001-01-0001, was 
issued to a man named 
Morris Ackerman. When 
he retired, his first Social 
Security check was for 
17 cents. He was just 
beside himself with how 
generous the government 
was. They sure had his 
number.

DICK WOLFSIE
Life in a Nutshell

The Indiana Donor Network transplants 
more organs in 2021 than ever before

Despite the pandemic’s 
challenges in 2021, 
Indiana Donor Network 
pushed boundaries and 
demonstrated it is a 
catalyst for innovation as it 
transplanted more organs 
and saved more lives than 
any time in its 34-year 
history.

As the federally 
designated organ recovery 
organization for 85 of 
Indiana’s 92 counties, 
Indiana Donor Network has 
increased the number of 
organ transplants by 43% 
since 2019. Transplants in 
2021 were 10% higher than 
in 2020, which was also a 
record-setting year.

In 2021, the organization 
ensured that 949 lifesaving 
organs were transplanted 
into patients on the national 
transplant waiting list. 
Indiana Donor Network 
contributed to the nation’s 
record-breaking year 
for organ transplants. 
Nationally in 2021, the 
U.S. reached more than 
40,000 lifesaving organ 
transplants, according to 
the United Network for 
Organ Sharing.

A look back at Indiana 
Donor Network’s 
dedication to saving lives 
in 2021:

– Facilitated donation 
for 276 organ donors, a 
record-breaking amount.

– Transplanted a record 
949 organs, saving the 
lives of more than 800 
people.

– Cared for 1,357 tissue 
and cornea donors.

– Supported 2,345 family 
members of organ and 
tissue donors through its 
aftercare program.

– Conducted 109 organ 
recovery surgeries at 
Indiana Donor Network’s 
onsite Organ and Tissue 
Recovery Center, which 
opened in 2020.

– Added more than 
120,000 new Hoosiers to 
the national donor registry.

– Flew a record 677 
organ transport flights 
through TxJet, our 
nonprofit subsidiary 
aviation service.

“Looking back on 
2021, I can’t help but 
reflect on where Indiana 
Donor Network has 
been, where it is now and 
where we are going,” said 
Indiana Donor Network 
President and CEO Kellie 
Tremain. “When I started 
with the organization 
22 years ago, I could 
have never imagined 
the massive growth and 
incredible achievements 
we have experienced. 
Our organization remains 
dedicated every day to 
growing, improving and 
challenging each other to 
think big, serve well and be 
remarkable.”

Other highlights from 
2021:

– Hoosier advocates for 
organ and tissue donation 
volunteered 12,857 hours 
on behalf of Indiana Donor 
Network.

– Indiana Donor 
Network led 851 
school and community 

educational presentations 
and activations throughout 
Indiana, engaging more 
than 145,000 Hoosiers.

Despite the record-
setting year in Indiana and 
nationally, today, there are 
nearly 107,000 Americans 
on the national transplant 
waiting list, including more 
than 1,000 Hoosiers. Every 
nine minutes, another 
person is added to the 
national transplant waiting 
list.

Despite age or medical 
history, anyone can sign 
up to be a donor online at 
Donate Life Indiana. Learn 
more about Indiana Donor 
Network online.

Indiana Donor Network's 
mission is to save and 
enhance the quality of 
life through organ, tissue 
and eye donation and 
transplantation. Its vision is 
to be a leader in organ and 
tissue recovery. Founded 
in 1987, the organization 
coordinates donation in 85 
of the state’s 92 counties 
and serves Indiana's 
hospitals and transplant 
centers nationwide. 
With headquarters 
in Indianapolis, the 
organization also has 
offices in Fort Wayne, 
South Bend and Evansville 
and staff throughout the 
state.

ABOUT INDIANA 
DONOR NETWORK

The decision to become 
an organ, tissue and eye 
donor is a decision to give 
the gift of life. Indiana 
Donor Network serves 

as the vital link between 
donors and patients waiting 
for lifesaving organ 
transplants, healing tissue 
and corneas to restore 
sight. The organization is a 
federally designated organ 
recovery organization and 
accredited tissue bank 
serving 85 of Indiana’s 
92 counties. Its team of 
more than 250 dedicated 
professionals is committed 
to saving and healing 
lives through donation 
and transplantation, 
championing the cause 
through education and 
outreach and supporting 
donor families in their time 
of need. For more or to 
sign up as a donor, visit 
Indiana Donor Network 
online.

Indiana Donor Network® 
and the Indiana Donor 
Network Foundation® 
are federally registered 
trademarks.

ABOUT DONATE 
LIFE INDIANA

Since 1998, Donate 
Life Indiana has been the 
state-authorized nonprofit 
organization responsible 
for managing the Indiana 
donor registry. Its mission 
is to save lives by creating 
opportunities for all 
Indiana citizens to sign 
up on the organization’s 
official state registry 
while striving to raise 
awareness for organ, eye 
and tissue donation and 
transplantation through 
public education. For 
more, visit Donate Life 
Indiana online.

K-12 school enrollment grows for 2021-2022
The Indiana Department 

of Education (IDOE) 
today released data on 
school enrollment for the 
2021-2022 school year. 
Enrollment in Indiana’s 
public and accredited non-
public schools has grown 
to 1.12 million students, a 
modest increase from the 
previous school year.

“With growing 
enrollment across all 
school types, today 
Indiana’s educators are 

focused on helping our 
students recover learning 
impacted by COVID-19 
disruptions and building 
the foundational knowledge 
and skills to prepare them 
for a lifetime of future 
success,” said Dr. Katie 
Jenner, Indiana Secretary 
of Education. 

Enrollment growth 
in Indiana’s schools is 
significantly driven this 
year by a 5.25% increase 
in kindergarten enrollment 

compared with the 2020-
2021 school year. This 
strong growth comes as 
some families are enrolling 
their children in a K-12 
school for the first time 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Indiana’s schools serve 
1.12 million students, of 
which 1.03 million are 
enrolled in public schools. 
More than 83,000 students 
currently attend Indiana’s 
accredited non-public 

schools, which comprises 
7.4% of Indiana’s students. 
Indiana saw enrollment 
increases from the previous 
school year across all 
school types, including an 
increase of 2,999 students 
(.2%) in public schools and 
4,672 students (5.9%) in 
non-public schools. 

Enrollment calculations 
are based on a statewide 
count of students in 
attendance in an Indiana 
school on Oct. 1.

Baird introduces bill to prevent catalytic converter thefts
Rep. Jim Baird (IN-04) 

introduced the Preventing 
Auto Recycling Thefts 
(PART) Act, which 
aims to reduce catalytic 
converter thefts by marking 
identifying information 
on catalytic converters, 
addressing how the 
parts are purchased, and 
strengthening enforceability 
of catalytic converter theft 
for local law enforcement 
officers.

“In West Central Indiana 
and across the country, 
catalytic converter theft 
has had a dramatic impact 
on vehicle and business 
owners, leading them to 
await costly repairs with 
few tools to prevent similar 
crimes in the future,” said 
Rep. Baird. “By closing 
long-exploited loopholes 
and strengthening law 
enforcement’s ability to 
locate stolen parts and 
enforce the law, we can 
create a safer environment 
for vehicle owners and put 
a stop to these crimes once 
and for all.”

“We are pleased to see 
Congress taking an active 
role in addressing this 
growing crime that impacts 
the lives and livelihoods 
of thousands of Americans 
across the country,” said 
David Glawe, President 
and CEO of the National 
Insurance Crime Bureau 
(NICB), the nation's leading 
not-for-profit organization 
exclusively dedicated to 

combatting and preventing 
insurance crime. “Car thefts 
and other auto crimes like 
catalytic converter thefts 
have risen dramatically over 
the past two years and are 
at record highs. Vehicle 
owners pay a high price 
when a thief targets their 
catalytic converter, often 
incurring lost income from 
missing work, needing to 
find and pay for alternate 
transportation and then 
paying anywhere from 
$1,000 to $3,000 to get the 
vehicle fixed. This bill is a 
critical step in helping bring 
relief to the people most 
directly impacted by these 
crimes.”

“The MCCA thanks Rep. 
Baird for introducing the 
PART Act,” said Major 
Cities Chiefs Associations 
Executive Director Laura 
Cooper. “Over the past 
few years, major cities 
across the country have 
reported an increase in 
catalytic converter thefts. 
By updating federal law to 
account for this growing 
trend, the PART Act will 
create a powerful deterrent 
and help ensure those 
who buy and sell stolen 
catalytic convertors are held 
accountable. In addition, 
the provisions related to 
marking catalytic converters 
with unique identification 
numbers will support law 
enforcement's efforts 
to solve these crimes as 
efficiently as possible when 

they do occur.”
“We applaud 

Representative Baird and 
his staff on introducing this 
bill,” said Brett Scott, Vice 
President of Government 
Affairs for the National 
Independent Automobile 
Dealers Association.  
“Catalytic converter crime 
is at an all-time high and 
this legislation is a great 
step toward addressing 
this issue. At the end of 
the day, these thefts only 
hurt consumers and their 
wallets.”

Background:
Catalytic converters are 

car parts used to reduce the 
potency of toxic emissions 
from an internal combustion 
engine and is a component 
required in compliance with 
the Clean Air Act.  These 
parts are constructed using 
precious metals such as 
rhodium, platinum, and 
palladium, and, depending 
on the price point for these 
metals, can be sold to 
scrap dealers for hundreds 
of dollars. Replacement 
of these parts can be very 
costly for vehicle owners, 
with many replacements 
ranging from $500 to 
$2,300. In some cases, the 
cost of a catalytic converter 
theft may even be enough 
for a total loss to a vehicle.

The theft of catalytic 
converters has become 
increasingly prevalent in 
the past two years, plaguing 
vehicle owners, scrap 

yards, and law enforcement 
officials in communities 
across the United States. 
According to the National 
Insurance Crime Bureau, 
the number of reported 
catalytic converter thefts 
rose from 3,389 in 2019 
to 14,433 in 2020 – an 
increase of over 325%. 
Faced with this sharp 
increase, law enforcement 
officers have limited 
tools to curb thefts as 
current policy leaves many 
advantageous loopholes for 
criminals to exploit. A lack 
of criminal code in regard 
to the trafficking of these 
stolen parts means that law 
enforcement must catch 
a criminal in the act of 
removing the part in order 
to prosecute a case.

The PART Act seeks to 
reduce catalytic converter 
thefts by allowing law 
enforcement officers to link 
stolen parts to the vehicle 
from which they originate 
by requiring new vehicles 
to have a VIN number 
stamped onto the converter, 
creating a grant program 
through which entities can 
stamp VIN numbers onto 
catalytic converters of 
existing vehicles, improving 
record keeping standards 
for purchasers of used 
catalytic converters, and 
establishing enforceability 
of laws around catalytic 
converter theft by codifying 
these crimes as a criminal 
offense.

Eva Education Day
There will be a candle 

lighting ceremony by 
members of Terre Haute 
South’s S.T.A.N.D. club. 
This club is a student 
led movement to end 
mass atrocities such as 
genocide. The sponsor 
is teacher Mrs. Peggy 
Grabowski. Alex Kor, 
2nd Generation Survivor, 
will speak of his mother’s 
impact on Holocaust 
Education in Indiana and 
her legacy.

“On International 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Day and Eva Education 
Day for the state of 
Indiana, we remember and 
honor the memory of the 
six million Jews who were 
murdered by the Nazis 
and their collaborators. 
As we witness a rise 
in global antisemitism 
and intolerance, it is 
more important than 

ever to listen to or read 
the stories of Holocaust 
survivors, like our 
museums founder, Eva 
Kor, and reflect on their 
experiences, and retell 
their stories,” said Troy 
Fears, executive director 
of the museum.

Want TO GO?
WHEN: Thursday, January 
27, 2022
10 AM (EST)
WHERE: CANDLES 
Holocaust Museum & 
Education Center (in-
person event)
3901 S. 3rd. St.
Terre Haute, IN
*Program will also be 
broadcast Facebook Live
WHAT: Eva Education Day 
(As proclaimed by Gov. 
Eric Holcomb – not in 
attendance)

For the best sports coverage around, read

Delivered Daily and Available Online at

www.thetimes24-7.com
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DONATE YOUR 
CAR TO CHARITY! 
FAST FREE PICK-

UP-24 HR RESPONSE! 
Help Children in Need, 
Support Breast Cancer 

Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduc-

tion 844-820-9099

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 

pricing, availability to find 
the best service for your 

needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare 
offers from top providers. 

Call 1-844-961-0666

New Starting Base 
Pay - .60 cpm w/ 
option to make .70 

cpm for Class A CDL 
Flatbed Drivers, 

Excellent Benefits, 
Home Weekends, Call 
800-648-9915 or www.

boydandsons.com

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 

$49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic 

Technology. Stream Vid-
eos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 

1-855-977-7069

DISH Network. $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 

(where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. 

FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-551-9764

LIVE PAIN FREE 
with CBD products 

from AceWellness. We 
guarantee highest quality, 

most competitive pric-
ing on CBD products. 

Softgels, Oils, Skincare, 
Vape & more. Coupon 
Code: PRINT20 Call 
Now 833-226-3105

Smart Home Instal-
lations? Geeks on Site 
will install your WIFI, 
Doorbells, Cameras, 

Home Theater Systems 
& Gaming Consoles. 

$20 OFF coupon 
42537! (Restrictions 
apply) 855-668-0067

COMPUTER IS-
SUES? GEEKS ON 
SITE provides FREE 
diagnosis REMOTE-
LY 24/7 SERVICE 

DURING COVID19. 
No home visit necessary. 

$40 OFF with coupon 
86407! Restrictions ap-

ply. 888-715-8176

Never Pay For 
Covered Home Repairs 
Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COV-

ERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY 
RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF 2 FREE Months! 

1-855-408-3894

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC - Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts - Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 

timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 

Call 877-329-1207

DIAGNOSED 
WITH LUNG CAN-

CER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash 

award. NO Obligation, 
NO risk! We’ve recov-
ered millions. Let us 
help you!! Call 24/7, 

844-284-4920

Denied Social Se-
curity Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 

50+, filed for SSD 
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you 
approved! No money 
out of pockets! Call 

1-855-995-4758

Looking to SELL 
your Home? Save 
time & money, 

connect with the Top 
Agents in your area 

to get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! 
Call 317-854-9781

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY 

USERS! Inogen One 
G4 is capable of full 

24/7 oxygen delivery. 
Only 2.8 pounds. 

FREE information kit. 
Call 855-965-4916

Need Help with Fam-
ily Law? Can’t Afford a 
$5,000 Retainer? www.
familycourtdirect.com/
Family/Law - Low Cost 
Legal Services - Pay As 

You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help 

Now! Call 1-888-417-4602 
Mon-Fri 7am to 4 pm PCT

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo 
for 12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your favor-
ite live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. One year 
of HBO Max FREE. Directv 
is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.) 

Call for more details! (some 
restrictions apply) 
Call 1-888-885-8931 

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 

FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! 
Call 1-855-475-0534 today 
to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, or 

visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/hoosier  

Directv Stream - The Best 
of Live & On-Demand On 
All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12months. Stream 
on 20 devices at once in 
your home. HBO Max 

FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) Call for 
more details today! (some 

restrictions apply) Call IVS 
1-844-412-9997

Guaranteed Life 
Insurance! (Ages 50 to 
80). No medical exam. 
Affordable premiums 
never increase. Ben-
efits never decrease. 
Policy will only be 

cancelled for non-pay-
ment. 833-535-1043

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920. 

Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 

Consultation, Production, Pro-
motion and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-888-965-1444 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/hoosier

SERIOUSLY IN-
JURED in an AUTO 
ACCIDENT? Let us 
fight for you! Our 

network has recovered 
millions for clients! 

Call today for a FREE 
consultation! 844-517-

6414

4G LTE Home Internet 
Now Available!  Get 
GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take 
your service with you 
when you travel!  As 
low as $109.99/mo! 

1-877-327-0930

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 

877-930-3271765.361.8888

job?need a
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Classifieds
765-361-0100 ext. 15 l class@thepaper24-7.com
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Community First Bank of Indiana announces recent promotions
Robb Blume, President 

& CEO of Community 
First Bank of Indiana, is 
pleased to announce the 
following promotions for 
the team serving in Hamil-
ton County:

• Carlonda Davis has 
been promoted to Vice 
President, Human Re-
sources Director/DE&I 
Officer. She has 4 years 
of experience in the 
financial services industry 
and over 15 years in the 
Human Resources field. 
She serves as a Bridges 
Outreach Board Member, 
Ivy Tech Hamilton County 
Business Advisory Board 
Member, and HR Advi-
sory Board Member for 
Hamilton County Econom-
ic Development. Davis 
earned a Human Resources 
Management degree from 
Indiana University-Purdue 
University at Indianapolis.

• Janelle Campbell has 
been promoted to Vice 
President, Residential 

Mortgage 
Sales Manag-
er. She joined 
the Communi-
ty First Bank 
Mortgage 
Department 
in 2015 and 
has 5 years of 
experience as 
a REALTOR. 
She is a 2017 
Graduate 
of the Hamilton County 
Leadership Academy. 
She also has served as the 
Chairwoman for the West-
field Chamber of Com-
merce, Vice President and 
Founding Board Member 
for Women of Westfield, 
President of Westfield 
Youth Assistance Program, 
and Events Chair for the 
Westfield Mayor’s Yellow 
Tie Gala. Campbell earned 
her Business Management 
degree from Indiana Uni-
versity-Purdue University 
at Indianapolis.

• Gavin Fisher has been 

promoted to Vice Presi-
dent, Commercial Lender 
3. He has a dynamic career 
path including over 17 
years in the banking indus-
try. Fisher is a 2011 gradu-
ate of the Hamilton County 
Leadership Academy. He 
has served as the President 
of the Indiana Banker’s 
Association Leadership 
Development Program, an 
Executive Board Member 
for the Geist Half Mara-
thon, and a Butler Univer-
sity Athletic Public Access 
Announcer for 20 seasons. 
Fisher earned a Sports Ad-

ministration degree from 
Ball State University.

• Pete Needler has 
been promoted to Vice 
President, Commercial 
Lender 2. He has 15 
years of experience in the 
banking industry, serving 
in roles in credit, retail, 
and commercial lending 
departments. Needler 
earned a Marketing degree 
from Anderson University, 
where he was a part of 
the Anderson University 
Football Team.

• Zack Gabriel, Com-
mercial Loan Portfolio 

Manager, 
has been 
promoted 
to Assis-
tant Vice 
President. 
He has 
worked in 
the banking 
industry 
since 2015. 
Gabriel 
graduated 

from Butler University 
with a Finance and Mar-
keting degree.

• Bart Irwin, Investment 
Advisor, has been pro-
moted to Vice President. 
He has over 17 years of 
experience in the finan-
cial services industry. He 
is a past Board Member 
of Bridges Outreach and 
currently serves at Bridg-
es Outreach, Westfield 
Youth Assistance Program 
and Kokomo CEO as a 
mentor.

• Mikki Richter has 
moved to the role of Bank 

Officer, Treasury Man-
agement Assistant. She 
has been in the banking 
industry since 2013, 
serving in roles in retail 
and treasury management. 
Richter earned an Associ-
ate Degree in Architectural 
Technology degree from 
Ferris State University.

For a full list of all 
recent CFB promotions, 
please visit www.CFBin-
diana.com/press-release/
JanuaryPromotions.

Community First Bank 
of Indiana (CFB) was 
chartered in 2003 in 
Kokomo, Indiana where 
it currently has three 
branches in Kokomo, two 
branches in Westfield, and 
a branch and loan produc-
tion office in Noblesville. 
CFB is also opening its 
newest branch at 93rd and 
Meridian in Indianapolis in 
February 2022. Additional 
information can be found 
at www.CFBIndiana.com. 
MEMBER FDIC, Equal 

Carlonda Davis Gavin FisherJanelle Campbell
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KENNY THOMPSON
Columnist

Even during the dark-
est times in Purdue foot-
ball history (see: Hazell, 
Darrell. Also see: Akers, 
Fred), Boilermaker fans and 
administration could point 
with pride to the Cradle of 
Quarterbacks.

There’s even a section on 
the school’s athletic website 
(purduesports.com) devoted 
to the Cradle. Three mem-
bers have been inducted into 
the College Football Hall 
of Fame (Bob Griese, Mike 
Phipps, Mark Herrmann). 
Len Dawson and Griese 
will be joined in the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame in a 
few years when Drew Brees 
becomes eligible.

Fifteen former Purdue 
quarterbacks have played 
in the NFL, throwing for 
more yards (248,731) and 
touchdown passes (1,642), 
as well as more starts 
(1,172), than any other 
school according to Elias 
Sports Bureau.

The last time Pur-
due declared the official 
membership of The Cradle 
was 2010, picking a dozen 
quarterbacks as part of a 
year-long celebration that 
included raising money for 
the 12th Boiler Scholarship 
Fund.

Before that official stamp 
of approval, membership 
in the Cradle of Quarter-
backs was in the eye of the 
beholder.

In the early 1970s, 
university artist Keith Butz 
was commissioned to create 
a poster featuring Purdue’s 
outstanding quarterbacks 
of the past 30 years. That 
poster included Bob DeM-
oss, Dale Samuels, Daw-
son, Bernie Allen, Griese, 
Phipps and Gary Danielson.

Allen is better known to 
older Purdue fans as an out-
standing baseball player. He 
played for Minnesota, the 
old Washington Senators, 
the New York Yankees and 
Montreal Expos in a career 
that spanned from 1962 to 
1973.

Butz updated the post-
er, now titled “Cradle of 
Quarterbacks,” in the late 
1970s to add Herrmann. A 

third update in the 1980s 
removed Allen and added 
Scott Campbell and Jim 
Everett.

Yet another poster, this 
time a collage of photos, 
came out in the late 1990s 
to add the late Eric Hunter, 
Billy Dicken and Brees, 
who was still playing for 
Purdue at the time.

For the 2010 poster, the 
12 ranged chronologically 
from DeMoss (1945-48) to 
Curtis Painter (2005-08), 
and there was very little ar-
gument about the selections. 
All but Samuels (1950-52) 
had played in the NFL. 
Hunter and Dicken were 
not included in this updated 
poster.

Now 12 years later, it’s 
time to propose membership 
in the Cradle of Quarter-
backs for two individuals.

The first candidate is 
David Blough, who over-
came the odds of being 
an undrafted free agent to 
spending three seasons and 
making five NFL starts 
through 2021.

Discovered in Carroll-
ton, Texas, by then-Purdue 
offensive coordinator John 
Shoop, Blough was part of 
the 2013 Elite 11 quarter-
backs camp and nearly won 
its MVP honor.

At Purdue, Blough dueled 
for the starting job with 
Elijah Sindelar for most of 
his career. Winning the job 
in 2016, Blough threw for 
3,352 yards and 25 touch-
downs with 21 interceptions 
during the 3-9 season that 
spelled the end for Hazell in 
West Lafayette.

An ankle injury suffered 

against Illinois in 2017 end-
ed Blough’s junior season 
prematurely. That likely 
contributed to Sindelar 
being chosen the starter by 
coach Jeff Brohm to start 
2018.

That decision lasted the 
first half of the season 
opener because of a three 
interception performance 
against Northwestern. 
Blough took over for the 
rest of the season and threw 
for 3,521 yards and 25 
touchdowns but with just 
eight interceptions.

Blough’s career passing 
yards (9,550) rank only 
behind Brees, Painter and 
Herrmann. His 69 TD pass-
es rank third behind Brees 
(90) and Herrmann (71).

Even with a year and a 
half in Brohm’s passing 
offense, Blough’s numbers 
plus his NFL tenure are 
strong enough reasons for 
his addition into Purdue’s 
Cradle of Quarterbacks.

The next nominee has yet 
to write the final chapter 
in his Boilermaker ca-
reer. One thing is certain, 
though: Aidan O’Connell’s 
rise from a walk-on to 
second-team All-Big Ten 
quarterback is a tale almost 
too unbelievable to be true.

O’Connell didn’t see the 
field until his third year on 
campus but he engineered 
two big comeback victories 
against Nebraska and at 
Northwestern in his first 
collegiate start. Against the 
Cornhuskers, O’Connell 
was 6 of 7 for 62 yards on 
the game-winning drive. 
The following week, a 
homecoming of sorts for the 

Long Grove, Ill., native, 
O’Connell was 34 of 50 
passing for 271 yards and 
two touchdowns.

He also started at Wis-
consin and against Indiana, 
combining for 697 yards 
and five touchdowns.

O’Connell won the 
starting job during the 
COVID-shortened 2020 
season but only played three 
games due to injury. But 
those three games were a 
sign of things to come in 

2021 as O’Connell was 
88 of 136 passing for 916 
yards and seven touch-
downs.

In a replay of the 
Blough-Sindelar quarter-
back duel, O’Connell was 
beaten out by Jack Plummer 
to start the 2021 season. 
O’Connell did not play in 
the season-opening victo-
ry against Oregon State 
but threw two touchdown 
passes in the 49-0 victory 
at Connecticut in relief of 
Plummer.

The turning point for 
O’Connell, and arguably 
Purdue’s season, came in 
Game 4 against Illinois 
when he relieved an ineffec-
tive Plummer. Throwing for 
89 yards during a 94-yard 
drive, O’Connell helped 
Purdue avoid an embarrass-
ing home loss by throwing 
the game-winning touch-
down pass to T.J. Sheffield 
with 5:14 remaining.

That effort established 
O’Connell as the starter and 
in no small way was re-
sponsible for Purdue going 
6-3 the rest of the way with 
notable victories at No. 
2 Iowa and against No. 3 
Michigan State.

O’Connell’s 534-yard, 
four touchdown effort 
against Tennessee in the 
Music City Bowl capped a 
season that saw the fifth-
year senior complete a 
school record 71.6 percent 
of his passes for 3,712 
yards, 28 touchdowns and 
11 interceptions.

With his decision to ac-
cept a sixth year of eligibil-

ity, O’Connell has a chance 
to move into Purdue’s 
all-time top five for passing 
yards and touchdown pass-
es. He’s currently eighth in 
passing yards (5,729) and 
tied with Jim Everett for 
seventh in TD passes (43).

If the Big Ten can be 
comprised of 14 schools, 
why can’t Purdue’s Cradle 
of Quarterbacks expand to 
14 as well?

In chronological order, 
here’s the current roster of 

Purdue’s Cradle of Quarter-
backs:

• Bob DeMoss (1945-48)
• Dale Samuels (1950-52)
• Len Dawson (1954-56)
• Bob Griese (1964-66)
• Mike Phipps (1967-69)
• Gary Danielson (1970-

72)
• Mark Herrmann (1977-

80)
• Scott Campbell (1980-

83)
• Jim Everett (1981-85)
• Drew Brees (1997-

2000)
• Kyle Orton (2001-04)
• Curtis Painter (2005-

08)
Noteworthy
Staying on the subject of 

quarterbacks, O’Connell is 
ranked the Big Ten’s No. 
2 quarterback entering the 
2022 season by Alex Hick-
ey of Saturday Tradition.

It’s no surprise that No. 1 
is Ohio State’s C.J. Stroud, 
the reigning first-team All-
Big Ten quarterback.

“O’Connell is … the Big 
Ten’s second-best quar-
terback by a comfortable 
margin,” Hickey writes. 
“… He looks ready for an 
excellent senior season. 
If he cuts down on the 11 
interceptions, the Boiler-
makers can compete for the 
Big Ten West title.”

Coming in at No. 7 is 
presumed Indiana starter 
Connor Bazelak, a transfer 
from Missouri.

“The Missouri transfer 
brings much-needed cred-
ibility to Indiana’s quar-
terback room after things 
unraveled in 2021,” Hickey 

writes. “Bazelak was fifth 
in the SEC with 231.6 
yards per game, though he 
did it at a very dink-and-
dunk rate of 6.8 yards per 
completion. Bazelak’s ratio 
of 16 touchdowns and 11 
interceptions will need to 
improve in the Big Ten. …

The 2021 NFL season 
is still going on but for a 
couple of national media 
outlets, it’s never too early 
to look at the 2022 Draft.

The first mock draft by 
ESPN’s longtime analyst 
Mel Kiper Jr. predicts 
former Purdue standout 
George Karlaftis being 
chosen by Arizona with the 
23rd selection.

“J.J. Watt is still signed 
for another season, but his 
injury history means that 
Arizona needs to think 
about a replacement,” 
Kiper writes. “That’s 
Karlaftis, a powerful 
275-pound end who might 
be better in a 3-4 defense. 
He had only 4.5 sacks in 
2021 but his pressure num-
bers were elite, even if he 
didn’t always get home to 
the quarterback. He’s really 
good against the run, too.”

The Athletic’s Dane 
Brugler has Karlaftis head-
ed to Philadelphia with the 
19th pick.

“The Eagles’ defensive 
end depth chart will likely 
look wildly different next 
season, and Karlaftis would 
be a welcomed addition,” 
Brugler writes. “The 
Purdue pass rusher doesn’t 
have elite length or twitch, 
but he is relentless and 
strong with hand work that 
is not only violent but also 
well-timed and strategic to 
defeat blockers.

Unlike Kiper, Brugler 
extended his draft forecast 
to the second round, where 
he has All-American wide 
receiver David Bell going 
to Atlanta with the 63rd 
pick

Kenny Thompson is the 
former sports editor for the 
Lafayette Journal & Courier 
and an award-winning jour-
nalist. He has covered Purdue 
athletics for many years.

Carmel local among nearly 1,800 students 
to graduate  from the University of Iowa

Van Soelen of Carmel, 
IN was among the nearly 
1,800 undergraduate, 
graduate and professional 
students conferred their 
degrees last month at the 
University of Iowa. Van 
Soelen was a student in 
the Tippie College of 
Business whose program 
of study was Business 
Analytics and Informa-
tion Systems. The degree 
awarded was a Bachelor 
of Business Administra-
tion.

Despite the challeng-
es of navigating their 
college education through 
a pandemic, Hawkeyes 

like Van Soelen persisted. 
They continued to excel 
and stretch. To engage 
and choose and serve.

Take for example, the 
22 students and alum-
ni who won Fulbright 
scholarships to conduct 
research, teach English, 
or undertake creative proj-
ects abroad, making Iowa 
a top-producing institu-
tion of Fulbright students 
nationally for the sixth 
consecutive year. Or the 
students who produce The 
Daily Iowan, which was 
named by the Associated 
Press for 2020-21 as well 
as the 2021 Iowa News-

paper of the Year by the 
Iowa Newspaper Associ-
ation. Or the 19 honors 
students whose retelling of 
The Great Gatsby gar-
nered a film option.

Not only have our stu-
dents persisted, they have 
pushed to achieve more. 
Hundreds of student 
volunteers raised funds for 
Dance Marathon, helping 
pediatric cancer patients 
and their families at UI 
Stead Family Children's 
Hospital, while the stu-
dent-run UI Mobile Clinic 
offered free telehealth 
services and vaccinated 
more than 1,000 people.

Albion College Fall 2021 Dean’s List
Albion College announces 

students who were named 
to the Dean's List or who 
were named new Albion 
College Fellows at the end 
of the fall 2021 semester. 
Dean's List recognition 
goes to students with a full-
time GPA of 3.5 or better 
in graded courses, while 
the honor of Albion College 
Fellow goes to students 
who achieve a 3.7 or better 
GPA over three consecutive 
semesters.

Indianapolis student 
Alivia Benedict was named 
on the Fall 2021 Albion 

College Dean's List. Bene-
dict is majoring in political 
science and German with a 
minor in international area 
studies and a concentration 
in the Gerald R. Ford insti-
tute for Leadership in Pub-
lic Policy and Service and 
is a member of the Prentiss 
M. Brown Honors Pro-
gram. Benedict is the child 
of Brad and Dawn Benedict 
of Vermontville and is a 
graduate of Lakewood High 
School.

Carmel student Courtney 
Swingewood was named 
on the Fall 2021 Albi-

on College Dean's List. 
Swingewood is majoring in 
biology. Swingewood is the 
child of Royston and Robyn 
Swingewood of Carmel, IN 
and is a graduate of Carmel 
High School.

Carmel student Samantha 
Swingewood was named on 
the Fall 2021 Albion Col-
lege Dean's List. Swinge-
wood is majoring in biology 
with a concentration in 
public health. Swingewood 
is the child of Royston and 
Robyn Swingewood of Car-
mel, IN and is a graduate of 
Carmel High School.

Emerson College announces Fall 2021 Dean’s List
Ethan Gold of Carmel is 

among the students named 
to Emerson College's 
Dean's List for the Fall 

2021 semester. The require-
ment to make Dean's List is 
a grade point average of 3.7 
or higher for that semester.

Gold is majoring in Writ-
ing, Lit and Publishing and 
is a member of the Class 
of ‘25.Mercy College of Ohio announces Honors List

The following students 
were awarded honors 
for the Fall 2021 semes-
ter at Mercy College of 
Ohio. To be named on 
the Dean's List, a student 
must achieve a grade point 
average of 3.3 or higher 

and be enrolled for 12 
or more credit hours. To 
be named on the Hon-
or's List, a student must 
achieve a grade point 
average of 3.3 or higher 
and be enrolled for 6-11 
credit hours. To be named 

on the President's List, a 
student must achieve a 4.0 
grade point average and 
be enrolled for 14 or more 
credit hours.

Nichole Henderson, No-
blesville, IN, BS Medical 
Imaging, Honors List

Missouri State announces Fall 2021 Dean’s List
Each semester, students 

at Missouri State Univer-
sity who attain academic 
excellence are named to 
the dean's list.

For undergraduate 

students, criteria include 
enrollment in at least 12 
credit hours during the 
fall semester and at least 
a 3.50 GPA (on a 4.00 
scale).

Madelynn Ayen, of 
Fishers made the list. 
Ayen was among more 
than 5,000 students 
named to the fall 2021 
dean's list.

University of Iowa announces Fall 2021 President’s List
More than 800 under-

graduate students at the 
University of Iowa named 
to the president's list for 
the 2021 fall semester. 
President's list status was 
earned by only two first 
year undergraduates during 

the 2021 fall semester at 
Iowa; only 135 second 
year students; only 250 
third year students; and 
only 420 fourth year stu-
dents.

Carson Lilley of Fishers, 
IN [Class: Fourth Year; 

College: College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences; Major: 
International Studies]

Josephine Roy of Carm-
el, IN [Class: Third Year; 
College: College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences; Major: 
English]

Aiden O’Connell

Photo courtesy of Purdue Athletics

University of Iowa announces Fall 2021 Dean’s List
More than 6,900 under-

graduate students at the 
University of Iowa were 
named to the dean's list 
for the 2021 fall semes-
ter. Dean's list status was 
earned by only 1,402 first 
year undergraduates during 
the 2021 spring semester 
at Iowa, only 1,427 second 
year students, only 1,836 
third year students, and 
only 2,304 fourth year 
students.

Peyton Haack of West-
field, IN [Class: Fourth 
Year; College: Tippie Col-
lege of Business; Major: 
Management]

Rachel Lacy of Carmel, 
IN [Class: Fourth Year; 
College: College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences; Major: 
Communication Studies]

Carson Lilley of Fish-
ers, IN [Class: Fourth 
Year; College: College of 
Liberal Arts and Scienc-
es; Major: International 
Studies]

Bennett Van Soelen of 
Carmel, IN [Class: Fourth 
Year; College: Tippie Col-
lege of Business; Major: 
Business Analytics and 
Information Systems]

Marie Pelletiere of 
Carmel, IN [Class: Second 

Year; College: College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences; 
Major: Nursing Interest]

Olivia Shick of Fish-
ers, IN [Class: Second 
Year; College: College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences; 
Major: Biology]

Josephine Roy of 
Carmel, IN [Class: Third 
Year; College: College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences; 
Major: English]

Gabrielle Woempner of 
Indianapolis, IN [Class: 
Third Year; College: Col-
lege of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences; Major: Psychol-
ogy]
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landscaping, flooring and more!

Discover the latest trends in new home design 
when you tour the Centerpiece Home, proudly 
built by Fischer Homes.

Reno and design expert of Two Chicks 
and a Hammer, Mina Starsiak Hawk 
returns to the Home Show on Jan. 28  
& 29 with tales from season 6 of 
HGTV’s Good Bones.

DISCOUNT  
COURTESY OF:

buy online & SAVE $2
PROMO CODE: SAVE

IndianapolisHomeShow.com

Georgia Tech Fall 2021 graduates
The Georgia Institute 

of Technology presented 
degrees to approximate-
ly 4,900 undergraduate 
and graduate students 
during the Institute's 261st 
Commencement exercises 
December 17-18, 2021, at 
Bobby Dodd Stadium.

Daniel Sanders of Car-
mel (46032) - Master of 
Science in Cybersecurity

Tim O'Sullivan of Fish-
ers (46038) - Doctor of 
Philosophy in Biology

Elaine Rhoades of Fish-
ers (46040) - Doctor of 
Philosophy in Physics

Sriharsha Singam of 
Noblesville (46062) - 
Master of Science in 
Electrical and Computer 
Engineering

Anastasiia Budko of 
Indianapolis (46268) 
- Master of Science in 
Analytics

Buy. Sell. Rent. Lease.

THE TIMES classifieds.

Purdue U: the cradle of quarterbacks, pride of Indiana



The Times, serving Noblesville and Hamilton County Friday, Jan. 21, 2022 A6

PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE OF FARM LEASE AUCTION
HAMILTON SOUTHEASTERN SCHOOLS

Hamilton Southeastern Schools will conduct an auction to select a tenant 
for the cash lease of tillable farm acreage on February 2, 2022, at 9 a.m. at the 
offices of Church, Church, Hittle & Antrim, 10765 Lantern Road, Suite 201, 
Fishers, Indiana.  

Bidders may make prior arrangements to participate in the auction by 
telephone conference call by contacting David Day at 317-773-2190 by 4:30 p.m. 
on February 1, 2022.

The lease will be for the 2022 and 2023 crop year.   The parcels will be bid 
and leased separately and consist of the following:

(1) About 16.5 tillable acres located on the south side of 136th Street   
between Cyntheanne Road and Prairie Baptist Road in Fall Creek 
Township, Hamilton County, Indiana; and

(2) 157 tillable acres located north of State Road 38 between Durbin Road 
and Prairie Baptist Road in Wayne Township, Hamilton County, Indiana.

The successful bidder(s) must sign the lease and tender one-half of the rent 
within seven days after the award or an alternate bidder will be awarded the lease. 
It is anticipated that the Hamilton Southeastern School Board will award the bid 
at its meeting held on February 9, 2022.

The lease will provide that the land is being leased as is with no obligation 
for the landlord to make any improvements or repairs including, but not limited 
to, drainage repairs or improvements.  The lease will also grant the landlord the 
right to terminate the lease for the 2023 crop year by notice given no later than 
January 15, 2023 if the landlord determines it needs the property for school 
purposes or it decides to sell the property.

Any questions concerning this auction, or the terms or form of the lease, 
should be directed to HSE’s counsel, David Day, at 317-773-2190 or day@
cchalaw.com.  
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL
OF THE TOWN OF SHERIDAN, INDIANA CONCERNING THE 
REPEAL OF THE DECEMBER 2021 UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT 

ORDINANCE
The Town Council of the Town of Sheridan, Hamilton County, Indiana (the 

“Council”) will conduct a public hearing on February 1, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. (Local 
Time) at the Sheridan Community Center, located at 300 E 6th St, Sheridan, IN 
46069, to consider an ordinance to repeal the unified development ordinance 
adopted in December 2021 and re-enact the prior unified development ordinance in 
its entirety. A copy of the ordinance is available and can be inspected at the offices 
of the Sheridan Clerk-Treasurer, located at 506 South Main Street, Sheridan, IN 
46069, during regular business hours. At the public hearing, the Town Council will 
receive and hear comments, remonstrance, and objections from interested persons 
concerning the proposed ordinance.

Dated:  January 19, 2022
   Elizabeth Walden 
                                     Clerk-Treasurer of the Town of Sheridan
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Run Seasonal Slopes is 
open daily for snow tub-
ing at Hamilton County 
Parks’ Strawtown Kotee-
wi Park in Noblesville.

Jan. 21-March 13 -- 
Hearthside Suppers will 
be offered Thursdays, 
Fridays, Saturdays, Sun-
days at Conner Prairie in 
Fishers.

Jan. 22 -- Comic Book 
in a Day will be 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. at the Ignite Art 
Studio in Fishers Library, 
sponsored by Nickel Plate 
Arts, where there is First 
Friday every month from 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Feb. 10 -- Celebrate 
Little Valentine with 
some Valentine's Day fun 
from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
at Forest Park Lodge in 
Noblesville.

Feb. 10-20 -- Main 
Street Productions pres-
ents the play, “Of Mice & 
Men” by John Steinbeck, 
at Westfield Playhouse in 
Westfield, with James H. 
Williams directing.

Feb. 11 -- The Spring 
Home and Outdoor Liv-
ing Show is 10 a.m. to 7 
p.m. at Grand Park Sports 

Campus in Westfield.
Feb. 12 -- Boys & 

Girls Club of Noblesville 
annual Sunrisers Kiwan-
is Pancake Breakfast to 
celebrate youth basket-
ball season at the BGCN 
Community Center 

Feb. 12-13 -- The 
Nickel Plate Express will 
pay tribute to the histo-
ry of trains featured in 
romantic movies from 
the past during a two-day 
special family and adult 

Valentine’s Excursions, 
departing out of Forest 
Park near downtown 
Noblesville. 

Feb. 12 -- A Parents’ 
Night Out and Slightly 
Over the Top celebration 
is being offered 6:30 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at the 
Hamilton County Sports 
Complex in Noblesville 

for ages 4-13.
Feb. 21 - The next free 

day at Conner Prairie 
in Fishers is President’s 
Day, featuring Discovery 
Station with story times 
and special raccoon tea 
parties; make and take a 
terrycloth; and Presiden-
tial Games, Parlor Games 
and Party Pre with First 
Ladies.

Feb. 24 -- Noblesville 
Parks & Recreation’s 
Daddy-Daughter Princess 

Ball will be 6:30 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. at Mill Top 
Conference & Banquet 
Center in Noblesville, 
with registration required.

Feb. 25-March 6 -- 
Carmel Community Play-
ers presents “The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the 
Nighttime,” with Larry 
Adams directing.

March 18-27 - The Bel-
fry Theatre presents “The 
Lilies of the Field,” by F. 
Andrew Leslie from the 
novel by William E. Bar-
rett, at Ivy Tech Hamilton 
County in Noblesville, 
with Linnea Leatherman 
directing.

March 31-April 10 -- 
Main Street Productions 
presents “Flaming Idiots” 
by Tom Rooney, at West-
field Playhouse, directed 
by Brian Nichols.

April 7 -- TopGolf 
Tournament at TopGolf 
Fishers to benefit the 
Boys & Girls Club.

April 22-May 8 -- Car-
mel Community Players 
presents “The Fantas-
ticks” musical, directed 
by Rich Phipps.

May 14 -- Boys & Girls 
Club Auxiliary Auction at 
Harbour Trees.

June 2-12 -- Main Street 
Productions presents 

“Rumors” by Neil Simon, 
at Westfield Playhouse, 
directed by Jen Otterman, 
with auditions April 11-
12.

June 3 --- Darlington 
Bed Race in downtown 
Noblesville to benefit 
Boys & Girls Club of 
Noblesville.

June 3-4 -- Noblesville 
Lions Pork Chop Dinner, 
usually 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
June 3 on the Courthouse 
Square with all-you-can-

eat pancakes 8 a.m. to 11 
a.m. June 4.

June 7 --- Deb Castino 
Memorial Golf Outing at 
Harbour Trees to benefit 
Boys & Girls Club.

June 10-19 -- Carmel 
Community Players pres-
ents “Medley of Mur-
ders,” directed by Tanya 
Haas.

June 24-July 3 -- The 
Belfry Theatre presents 
“Drinking Habits” at Ivy 

Tech Hamilton County in 
Noblesville, with Nancy 
Lafferty directing, and 
auditions at 7 p.m. April 
24-25 at The Belfry.

July 28-Aug. 7 -- Main 
Street Productions pres-
ents “30 Reasons Not To 
Be in a Play,” by Alan 
Haehnel,” at Westfield 
Playhouse, directed by 
Tanya Haas, with audi-
tions June 5-6.

July 28-31 -- The 
Belfry Theatre presents 
Disney’s “Frozen Jr.,” at 
Ivy Tech Hamilton Coun-
ty Campus in Noblesville, 
directed by James H. 
Williams.

Aug. 5 -- Boys & 
Girls Club of Noblesville 
Cornhole Tournament at 
Forest Park.

Aug. 12-21 -- Carmel 
Community Players pres-
ents “Shipwrecked! An 
Entertainment,” directed 
by Lori Raffel.

Oct. 1 -- Boys & Girls 
Club of Noblesville Trick 
or Trivia with Noblesville 
Lions Club.

-Contact Betsy Reason at 
betsy@thetimes24-7.com.

Award for expanding 
young women's access 
to AP Computer Science 
Principles (CSP). This 
award acknowledges 1,020 
schools for their work 
toward equal gender repre-
sentation during the 2020-
21 school year and Heights 
was among only 760 
schools to be recognized 
for achieving this important 
result in AP CSP!

The Honor Society is 
partnering with Versiti, 
looking to help save lives 
and make a positive impact 
through its second of three 
community blood drives 
next Wednesday, Janu-
ary 26 from 3 – 7 p.m. 
at the high school. Click 
here to register to donate 
desperately needed blood 
products.

Registration for this 
year’s in-person Kinder-
garten Roundup is set for 
Wednesday, February 23 
from 3 – 6 p.m. at HHES. 
Pre-registration opens on 
Friday, February 18. Our 
Kindergarten educators are 
phenomenal in providing 
an exceptional blend of en-
gaging, inspiring, and fun 
learning experiences that 
are the building blocks of 

early literacy, numeracy, 
socialization, communica-
tion skills, independence, 
and success in school for 
our littlest Huskies. Click 
here for more information 
on what you need to do to 
begin your child’s educa-
tional journey at Heights.

Congratulations to Abi-
gail Burk, Samantha Burk, 
Brayden Jewell, and Joshua 
Steffen who have been 
named as Hamilton Heights 
High School’s recipients of 
the Rising Stars of Indiana, 
Class of 2023. They are 
among 1,000 juniors from 
256 schools nominated by 
their principals for their 
outstanding academic 
achievement and leadership 
through a special recogni-
tion program of the Indiana 
Association of School Prin-
cipals. Well done, Rising 
Stars!

Speaking of well done, 
the Hamilton Heights 
Wrestling team has had 
a tremendous year with 
record breaking individual 
and team achievements 
including bringing home 
the Hoosier Conference 
Runner Up Championship 
title. In addition, the team 
placed among the Top 10 

teams in the state at the 
prestigious invite-only 
Indiana High School Team 
Duals Championship earli-
er in the month in Mar-
tinsville. Also, the Boys 
Swimming & Diving team 
finished 3rd and the Girls 
Swimming & Diving team 
finished 4th at the Hoosier 
Conference Swimming & 
Diving Invitational at Pur-
due University on Satur-
day. Teegan Madara set the 
Hoosier Conference record 
in the 500 Freestyle with a 
time of 5:06.99 and broke 
her own school record in 
the 100 Breaststroke, with 
a time of 1:08.03, shaving 
off a little more than 2 
seconds from her previous 
record. Nathan Cox also 
broke his own school div-
ing record with a score of 
512.70 on 11 dives.

The Hickory Classic 
basketball event vs. the 
Tipton Blue Devils is 
next Wednesday, January 
26 at the Hoosier Gym 
in Knightstown. The 8th 
grade boys and girls will 
compete in a fun evening 
of Hoosier Hysteria. The 
Husky Sports Network will 
stream a live video feed 
here.

This Friday, our Lady 
Huskies face off with the 
Benton Central Bisons for 
the Hoosier Conference 
championship title on our 
home court. View it live 
here.

Next week kicks off a 
spirit-filled week of Winter 
Homecoming activities 
culminating with exciting 
basketball action on Fri-
day, January 28 when the 
Huskies take on the Tipton 
Blue Devils. As part of this 
year’s activities, we will 
be honoring HHHS alumni 
from the classes of 1971, 
1972, 1981, 1982, 1991, 
1992, 2001, 2002, 2011, 
and 2012 during the half-
time festivities. For alumni 
who want to participate, 
click here.

Thank you for your 
continued input, involve-
ment, and passion for your 
students’ best interests. 
They are at the very heart 
of everything we do. 
#WeAreHuskies

Dr. Derek Arrowood 
is the Superintendent for 
Hamilton Heights School 
Corporation. His column 
appears bi-weekly in The 
Times.

Photo courtesy of The Belfry Theatre 
Hamilton County Theatre Guild’s Belfry Theatre 
production of “The Dining Room” opens tonight and 
continues through Jan. 30 at The Switch Theatre at 
Ji-Eun Lee Music Academy in Fishers. Tom Riddle, Jeff 
Maess, Tim Long, Debbie Underwood and Mia Gordon 
rehearse on stage this week.

Photo courtesy of Hamilton County Parks 
Koteewi Run Seasonal Slopes is open daily through 
Feb. 22 for snow tubing at Hamilton County Parks’ 
Strawtown Koteewi Park in Noblesville.

Þ ARROWOOD From Page A1

Thanks for reading The Times!

Þ BETSY From Page A1

Staying in your home: make a plan now to manage missed mortgage payments
With the Omicron variant 
of COVID-19 surging, 
housing relief is essential 
for struggling homeown-
ers.
Roughly 7.7 million 
distressed households 
received a forbearance 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, enabling them to 
pause or reduce mortgage 
payments to stay in their 
homes. The majority have 
already resumed their reg-
ular mortgage payments, 
and the nation has averted 
a repeat of the housing 
crisis it endured during the 
Great Recession.

It’s now time for the 
roughly 1 million house-
holds still in forbearance 
to contact their mortgage 
servicers and work out 
plans to resume mortgage 
payments. 
“Millions of homeown-
ers have been negatively 
impacted by the pandemic, 
but there are steps you can 
take to seek assistance,” 
said CFPB Director Rohit 
Chopra. “If you are having 
a hard time making mort-
gage payments or facing 
foreclosure, you may have 
relief options depending on 
the type of mortgage you 

have. There is still time to 
act if help is needed, but 
you must act soon.”
To help, the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Bureau 
(CFPB) issued the follow-
ing tips:
Homeowners who entered 
into mortgage forbearance 
because of financial hard-
ship related to COVID-19 
may have options for 
repaying their missed pay-
ments. A payment deferral 
or partial claim allows 
you to wait to make up 
unpaid balances until the 
end of your loan or when 
you sell or refinance your 

home. A loan modification 
allows you to change loan 
terms that might lower 
your monthly payments or 
extend the length of your 
loan. A lump sum repay-
ment means you pay the 
total amount of skipped 
payments to your mortgage 
servicer. Repayment plans 
add the amount you missed 
to your regular mortgage 
payments. Not all options 
are available to everyone, 
and will vary based on 
your loan, servicer, and 
financial situation.
Generally, you won’t have 
to repay missed mortgage 

payments in a lump sum. 
In most cases, if your 
mortgage is federally 
backed, which includes 
Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, 
FHA, VA or USDA loans, 
your mortgage servicer 
cannot require you to 
pay back your missed 
payments as a lump sum 
repayment. Many other 
mortgages do not require 
a lump sum repayment. 
If you only hear about a 
lump sum repayment, ask 
about other options.
Make a plan today. For 
help talking with your 
mortgage servicer, under-

standing your options, or 
if you are worried about 
your options, contact a 
HUD-approved counseling 
agency in your area.
If you've had trouble mak-
ing mortgage payments 
because of a COVID-19 
related hardship, the CFPB 
has information to help. 
Whether you're entering 
forbearance, need more 
time, or are ready to exit, 
we have information on 
what to do next. Go to 
https://www.consumer-
finance.gov/coronavirus/
mortgage-and-housing-as-
sistance/ to learn more.

Visit us online at TheTimes24-7.com
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