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January 2022

It is a New Year and our Chalice Newsletter has a new look!! Because we never know whether the
Fellowship News of the month is going to fill a quarter page or three pages, or whether the Leadership
Corner will be something that can be read at a quick glance or needs a sit down and some pictures to
be fully digested and appreciated, the publisher and editor needed a more flexible format to make
Chalice production go a little more smoothly. This format should accommodate all sizes and formats
of info submitted at any point right up until each publication deadline. Your feedback and suggestions
are welcome, as always!! I hope you too are trying something new for 2022. 💙

January Services
January 2
OUTSIDE SERVICE 10:30 A.M.
Damon Jones
“Looking Through Native Eyes: Then and Now”
Growing up in rural North Carolina in the 80ʼs was quite the experience for Damon Jones as a native
person from one of the “Ghost Tribes.” Come and listen to a part of Damonʼs story.  In his own words:
“Today I stand for my ancestors who walked with the "the Great Spirit" and protected "Mother Earth".
ʻA'hhoʼ greetings from the past, that stands before you in the future.``

January 9
INDOOR SERVICE  10:30 A.M.
Monica Mills
“The Tale of Existence: The Rest of the Story”
Monica  will contrast suffering with our responsibility to live a life of intent, focusing on three ways to
structure a daily habit of intention. Her talk will encourage listeners to experience more contentment
and peace, as opposed to suffering, which seems to be a default state in our culture.
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January 16
OUTSIDE SERVICE  10:30 A.M.
Rev. Susan Moseley
“The Bigger They Are, The Harder They Fall: Dismantling Monuments as an Act of Intention”
Nearly 100 confederate statues were removed in 2020, but that is just a first step. What comes next in
the movement to dismantle White supremacy?

January 20
SMALL GROUP MINISTRY 7:00 P.M.
All are welcome at this informal evening gathering. Vaccinations recommended and masks requested
for this indoor service. Ruth Micklem will be leading reflection and discussion on the UUA Common
Read for 2022: Defund Fear by Zach Norris.  The AK press review offers: Community leader and lawyer
Zach Norris lays out a radical way to shi� the conversation about public safety away from fear and
punishment and toward growth and support systems for our families and communities. Purchase your
copy of the book at AK Press, or borrow from the UUFR library.

January 23
INSIDE SERVICE 10:30 A.M.
Eddie Correia
“Great Religious Leaders: The Buddha”
This is the first of a four-part series profiling great religious leaders.

January 30
OUTDOOR SERVICE 10:30 A.M.
Suzanne Shepherd
“My Spiritual Journey”
Continuing a tradition of UUFR Members and Friends sharing a part of the story of their personal
spiritual journeys, Suzanne will speak about the path that brought her to UUFR.

The Fellowship Services are held at 366 James Wharf Road, White Stone, VA at 10:30 A.M. Outdoor
Services are held in the back parking lot; Indoor Services are held in the Sanctuary. In the event of bad
weather on the day of an Outdoor Service check your email at 8:00 A.M. for the status of the Service.
Services may be either moved indoors or canceled. Please plan to wear a mask. For Outdoor
Services you may remove your mask once seated. For Indoor Services, please keep your mask on while
you are in the building.

For all services, the building is open, cleaned and sanitized for those needing access to the bathrooms
or kitchen area.
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Upcoming Events
Board of Stewards Meeting: January 16th

Community Drum Circle: The Drum Circle will meet on January 16th, and will continue to meet
monthly on the third Sunday, at the Lancaster Community Library 3:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M. for all ages
through April.  (EXCEPT NOT in February.). Drums provided.  Letʼs have fun & make some new friends!
If you have questions, contact Belinda Gaskins (804) 577-7974.

River Readers: The book discussion group meets on the fourth Monday of
each month at 2:00 P.M. at the Lancaster Community Library. In January,
that will be Monday, January 24th. Any changes in meeting details will be
sent by email.  Everyone is welcome. Please read the book and join us. If you
have a recommendation for a noteworthy book to discuss, please contact
Elaine Weekley at 804-462-0035.

The upcoming selections are:

January: Cloud Cuckoo Land by Anthony Doerr

February: The Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles

Tai Chi: Classes are on pause as January begins. An email notification will be sent when classes
resume.

Ladies Luncheon: Ladies Luncheon is on hiatus until Covid infection rates in our community are
lower.  If you would like to be on the list to participate once luncheons resume, please share your
contact information with Kelly Maitland who has volunteered to coordinate luncheons in 2022:
kmaitland20@gmail.com.

Fellowship News
Birthdays
Wishing UUFR Members with January birthdays a
lovely winter day with a cup of something warm and
delicious to celebrate their special day!

Su� ��r��ri��, Jan���� 9t�
Bil� ��ba��, al�� J��u�r� 9t�
Cel��� Ro��n, Jan���� 22n�
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Stay Tuned for an Announcement about a Special UUKids Activity in January
UUFR kids are invited to participate and to bring their friends along with their favorite board
games and enjoy building community. We will have pizza and watch a movie, too. An email will go
out in January with the date and time.  Adults will be needed to play board games and have fun!
(Please bring your mask.) Contact Belinda Gaskins for more information or to sign up and  help.  (804)
577-7974.

Library News
On behalf of the UUFR Library– Welcome to the New Year!
Oh Gentle Readers, you should know that the library cabinet and shelves have been cleaned,
purged of  mildew, and polished inside and out. Books have been sorted and refreshed a bit, so stop
in when you are able. No library card or account needed.  No deadlines for returns.  It is definitely an
honor system.

A few requests follow:

● TO CHECK OUT A BOOK OR TWO, simply take a yellow card from the small black file box,
write your name, the date, and the title of the book you are borrowing, then leave the card in
the front of the box.

● TO RETURN A BOOK, mark “returned" on the yellow card you filled out previously, leaving it in
the box, so that there is a record of book circulation.  Leave the returned materials  on the
open shelf marked returns, so that they can be replaced in the proper location.

If you have a book(s) you never signed out, itʼs never too late to fill out that yellow card so
others know where to find it.  Alert: Not all books are marked inside with the “UUFR”  inside.

● TO DONATE A BOOK, please leave  it with a note, giving your name.  Please donʼt be
anonymous.

New to our library collection is the UUA Common Read for  2022:
Defund Fear: Safety without Policing, Prisons, and Punishment by
Zach Norris. UUFR members will be discussing this book during the
Small Group Ministry on the third Thursday of each month. Please
donʼt hesitate to borrow the library copy if you would like to
participate. For a guide , log onto uua.org/read.

Questions welcome. Thanks for your help in all ways, from your
overseer, Chris Gimpel, (spirrevipp2@gmail.com).
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Planning For Spring Retreat Under Way
As the days get longer and we can begin to look forward to springtime, you may be considering
organizing your spring calendar.  As you do so, please hold the dates of May 21, 22 & 23 for our
UUFR Spring Retreat. The Program Committee is busy making "outside"  plans for gathering at Camp
Chanco in Surry, VA. Our theme will be Spiritual Practices. We have reserved cabins for single and
double occupancy. In addition, we have secured the dining room from lunchtime on Saturday through
lunchtime on Monday.  And, we have made arrangements for a campfire on Saturday and Sunday
evening.

We know that it is sometimes difficult to get away for a  long weekend.  Since Surry is only a couple of
hours away, you can choose to come for the day if you like.  We also know that some find roughing it
in the cabins is a bit too much.  If you check on airbnb or vrbo, you will find some vacation rentals near
Camp Chanco that you may rent if you act early.

Your cost will be dependent upon whether you are coming for the day or the weekend.  If you plan to
stay for the entire retreat at Camp Chanco, your cost would be for single occupancy - $264.50; double
occupancy - $194.50 (per person). We are requesting a deposit of $90 by March 13 to hold your spot
and assure we have a final headcount if we need to cancel some reserved rooms.   If you are coming for
the day, your deposit will be prorated to cover the cost of meals. If you want to attend but cannot
afford the price, please contact Diana Jamison.

Celane Roden will be making your reservations and collecting your deposits. We will have a
signup sheet in the UUFR foyer, or you can contact Celene directly at celaneroden@gmail.com or
703 946-6793.

Gratitude
Betsy Gorn wishes to thank all the members who bought gi�s for families at The Haven as part of
the agencyʼs “Adopt a Family for Christmas.” The gi� givers were: Helen and Tom Foster, Carolyn
Osolink, Johanna Schaafsma, Joyce Badanes, Lynn Langley, and Sharon Coulter.  “Everyone was very
generous–when I delivered the gi�s to The Haven they had to bring out a large cart to take them into
the building!”
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Leadership Corner

LOOKING BACK/ LOOKING FORWARD

by Janet Hemming

OK – so here goes- my first official duty as President of UUFR is to write the Leadership Corner
article for January. It is a cold and dismal day and I approach this task with some trepidation.
Ruth is always so eloquent and I know that I am not. Being an engineer, I am good at laying out
tasks and solving problems but not inspiring people.

This past year has been a roller coaster ride for most
of us and for UUFR. It was a very difficult winter with
rising COVID cases and freezing at outdoor services.
Then things started to look better and we were able to
have a few Ladies Luncheons, Phood and Philosophy
dinners, and inside services. A community drum circle was
started. If we have learned anything from 2021, it was
flexibility and resilience. As things got worse in the fall,
we reverted to our semi lockdown at UUFR. However with
most everyone vaccinated, we were able to start a Small
Group Ministry program on Thursday evenings and in
December started having a few indoor services. We have
been fortunate that many members and friends joined

us for our services and visitors came too. Your generous contributions kept us on target
with our budget. And we even had several people sign the book and become members.
Although work on our building expansion was slowed due to labor shortages and supply chain
problems, definite progress was made. The highlight of the year was the ordination of
Susan and we were blessed with a beautiful day and a wonderful gathering of friends and
family. So, all and all it was not such a bad year.

As we start 2022 we are still in a time of uncertainty, but we know we can do the work to keep
this vibrant faith community alive. The Board will lay out a plan to finalize a new covenant.
We will finish our building expansion and start new programs. Our Kid’s RE space will be
furnished. Our new members will bring energy and new ideas. Hopefully recent visitors will
decide to join us. We need to continue our work on Racial Justice and move from education
to action.

We have learned to pivot quickly as circumstances change. With wonderful people on our
Board of Stewards and on our various committees, I am looking forward to the New Year.
I hope you will join me in pledging to make 2022 the best year yet for UUFR.
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From our Pastor

Dea� Friend�,

The ritual of saying good-bye to the old year and welcoming the new year usually carries with
it a hope for all things “new” - new attitudes, new practices, new commitments. The past two
years, however, have challenged my ability to envision a “new,” better future for my
children and grandchildren. This makes my usual New Yearʼs resolution to get better
organized or eat more vegetables just feel lame.

I was struggling with these thoughts when I walked down my driveway to check the mail
on the Tuesday before Christmas. In our mailbox was the National Geographic Special
Issue: “2021, The Year In Pictures.” My first thought, as I looked at the cover photo of a
destructive wildfire in the West, was that “this is going to be a very depressing issue.”
And…yes…there were many sobering facts that confirmed what we already know: the planet
is warming and weather is wreaking unprecedented havoc; Covid-19 is a global pandemic and
is here to stay; disputes over culture, politics, borders, and more, are dividing our country and
challenging worldwide diplomacy; and the legacy of racism in this country is deeply
embedded in every institution.

However, as I began to read the articles, I found myself feeling a bit more optimistic. Maybe
“optimistic” is not exactly the right word, because I am not confident that we can solve these
issues. However, I did begin to feel more inspired than defeated. Great strides are being
made in science and technology that offer possibilities for healing this earth and the
interdependent web of existence of which we are a part. Technology alone, however, cannot
fix the crises that confront us.

I realized that the deepest work and the greatest hope for a more just and sustainable
future is to continue growing within ourselves the capacity for compassion. This is the
practice of listening, learning, and leaning into our differences to see in every human…in
every creature…a divine imprint. Compassion is not just a feeling; it is active. It is
compassion that gives birth to justice. The current crises can overwhelm us, but every effort
we make as a fellowship and as individuals to practice compassion counts.

My new yearʼs resolution this year is not to give in to despair, but to practice compassion
even more intentionally and to trust that my efforts and yours, together, make a real
difference.  Iʼm so grateful to be on this path with you.

Namaste,

Susa�
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Find the Fellowship
Building Address:
366 James Wharf Road
White Stone, VA 22578

Mailing Address:
PO Box 1266
White Stone, VA 22578

Website: uufrva.org

Bulletin Announcement Submissions: send
announcements to Carle to have them included in
the weekly bulletin! Reed.Carlesha@gmail.com

Newsletter Submissions: Please send by the 20th of the month to  chaliceuufr@gmail.com

Find us on Facebook and YouTube: Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of the Rappahannock-UUFR

Board of Stewards
Janet Hemming, President
Bill Gimpel, Vice President
Lynn Langley, Treasurer
Lois Williams, Secretary
Ruth Micklem, Past President
Diana Jamison, Program Chair
Terrie Dustin and Hanneke Schaafsma, Membership Co-Chairs

Trustees
Barbara Haynes
Tom Kinney
Celane Roden

Pastoral Care
Rev. Dr. Susan Moseley,
UUFR Pastor
pastor.uufr@gmail.com
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