
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP  

OF THE RAPPAHANNOCK 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 

 

Welcome! 

 
We are:   

 

A caring community dedicated to spiritual exploration, critical thinking, 

       and social service. 

 

The path to membership is a journey to deeper commitment and will lead to a deeper connection 

with your faith community. 

 

Our Home provides a Beacon of Reason guiding us in a Responsible Search 

      for the Truth, where together, each of us is free to explore our spirituality 

     and our place in the Interdependent Web of Existence that is our universe. 

 

Honoring the Journey  

 

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of the Rappahannock (UUFR) congregation forms a religious 

community that focuses on living meaningful lives of service, integrity, and joy.  We welcome people of 

all religious backgrounds and those of no religious background.  We welcome people of all races, 

classes, cultures, ages, and affectional orientations.  At UUFR, those who gather in our sanctuary for 

worship do so with hearts and minds open to the mysteries of love and to the wisdom of truth.  With 

historical roots in Christian and Jewish traditions, but drawing from the world’s religions, from nature, 

from science, and from modern thought, Unitarian Universalism is a liberal, “non-creedal” religion.  We 

do not ask anyone to subscribe to a particular dogma.  In our faith tradition, we encourage each 

individual to develop a personal system of belief.  We believe that in the end, religious authority lies not 

in a book, person, or institution, but in ourselves.  At UUFR, religion is an ongoing search for meaning, 

purpose, value, and spiritual depth in one’s life.  We believe that although each individual is on a 

personal spiritual path, we are all moving toward the same goal of social transformation and spiritual 

transformation.  Our differing gifts and strengths connect us together to make a vibrant and loving 

community which we hope you will join. 

 

Who can join? 

 

All individuals are eligible for membership, and we expect all Members to share responsibility for the 

mission, vision, and financial health of the Fellowship.  While everyone is welcome to worship with us, 

including friends, visitors, and non-members, it is Members who accept a greater degree of 

responsibility for the vitality of the congregation.  

 



You will want to carefully consider the responsibilities of membership before you make the 

commitment.  Members readily and generously give their time, talents, and financial resources toward 

fulfillment of the Fellowship mission—because they want to, because this is their chosen faith home.  

This spirit of generosity and commitment develops over time and is the result of active participation in 

our programs. 

 

If you decide to join us, we will welcome you and hope that your relationship with UUFR will be 

spiritually, intellectually, and emotionally rewarding.  Members who are at least 18 have the right to 

vote at congregational meetings. 

 

Getting Involved: The key to membership with meaning.  

 

Attending the worship service on Sunday is a very special experience, but most members find that over 

time it is not enough to sustain their commitment to UUFR.  We know of no better way to deepen your 

connection, as well as increase your reward, than by active engagement in a Fellowship program or 

project that most closely matches your needs.  Don’t wait!  Find a group, program, or activity in which 

to involve yourself as soon as possible.  This is how you will start “feeling a part” of the congregation, 

and, in return, the people of UUFR will become a community for you.  

 

Stewardship:  Showing that we care.  

 

We recognize one of the great truths of all the world’s religions:  generosity is central to a healthy 

spiritual life.  We believe in the ancient practice of giving as a spiritual exercise, used like any other 

meditation practice to deepen and strengthen the soul.  Members who give generously—to this 

Fellowship and elsewhere—tell of the joy and empowerment they feel when they live out of a sense of 

abundance.  Our faith calls us to welcome the stranger at the door, to share resources with others in 

need, and to care for our planet.  This is the meaning of Stewardship. 

 

Governance Overview. 

 

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of the Rappahannock is a member of the Unitarian Universalist 

Association of Congregations (UUA).  Each congregation within the UUA (uua.org) is self-governing, 

with the congregation being the source of authority for the governance and operation of the church or 

fellowship.    

 

UUFR is also a member of the Southern Region (uua.org/southern), which comprises UU congregations 

in Virginia, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama, Arkansas, 

Louisiana, Florida, Texas, and Oklahoma..   

 

UUFR is lay-led and is run democratically.  We hold annual and special meetings of the voting 

membership.  UUFR is organized according to our Bylaws, a copy of which is available from the 

Secretary.  A seven-member Board of Stewards formulates the policies of the Fellowship.  The Board 

members are elected by the Members of the congregation to serve staggered three-year terms.  All Board 

meetings are open, and anyone can speak on any Fellowship-related issue at the beginning of the 

meeting. 

 



In 2018 we hired a part- time minister. She provides pastoral care, our face to the community and speaks 

at services once per month. She is also actively involved in our outreach and social justice programs.  

 

Our Flaming Chalice 

 

Like many UUs, UUFR members find a central symbol in the chalice.  The lighting of the chalice 

provides a way to focus inward as the service opens.  It unites and inspires us to hope, to embrace all, 

and to care for each other and the world through our vision and connectedness.  We are a community 

bound by our principles and tied to the larger community of UU churches and fellowships. 

 

Our UUFR Covenant 

 

As the Rappahannock River flows into the Chesapeake Bay, it draws strength and beauty from many 

sources.  So, too, our UU Fellowship of the Rappahannock draws on the strength and beauty of members 

to offer:   

 A community of caring, 

      of celebration for our joys, 

      of refuge in time of need; 

 A space to reflect on religious journeys, 

      to challenge one’s beliefs; 

 A forum for exchange of ideas, 

     in search of meaning, 

      in pursuit of understanding; 

 Encouragement to connect with each other, 

     with our communities, 

     with the world. 

 

Our UUFR Mission 

 

The mission of UUFR is: 

To inspire spiritual and intellectual growth, and provide a spiritual home for future generations; 

 To serve the needs of our community; and 

To stand on the Unitarian Universalist Principles in fostering the pursuit of truth, fairness, 

respect, and social justice. 

 

Principles of Unitarian Universalism 

 

We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association, covenant to affirm and 

promote: 

 

 The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 Justice, equality, and compassion in human relations; 

Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregation; 

 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in 

society at large; 



 The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

 

Unitarian Universalist Sources. 

 

The living tradition we share draws from many sources. 

 

Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in all      cultures, which 

moves us to a renewal of the spirit and an openness to the      forces which create and uphold life; 

Words and deeds of prophetic women and men which challenge us to confront      powers and 

structures of evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming      power of love; 

Wisdom from the world’s religions which inspires us in our ethical and spiritual      life; 

Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to God’s love by loving      our 

neighbors as ourselves; 

Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason and the results of science, 

and warn us against idolatries of the mind and spirit; 

Spiritual teachings of earth-centered traditions that celebrate the sacred circle of life and instruct 

us to live in harmony with the rhythms of nature. 

 

How do you become a Member? 

 

Sign the Membership Book; 

Actively pursue your own spiritual path; 

 Contribute your time and talents to the life of the congregation; 

 Make a contribution of financial support as your circumstances allow. 

 

We look forward to welcoming you into the UUFR community. 

 

If you want to discuss membership in the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of the Rappahannock, 

please feel free to speak with any member of the Board of Stewards or any member of the Membership 

Committee. 
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