
 
 

Rector’s Letter and Announcements following Easter III 
 
Dear Parishioners and Friends, 
 
  In yesterday's Gospel we heard about Jesus' third post-resurrection appearance.  
Peter and his colleagues had gone back to their usual occupation - fishing. The earth-
shattering resurrection event is in their past; the miraculous gift of the Holy Spirit on the Day 
of Pentecost is in their future. It is an in between time for the disciples. But, Jesus' disciples 
are quite busy, aren't they? They are hauling in their fish. They are not just sitting around in 
their bewilderment, wondering what to do. Oh, no. Their life has changed and they know 
their future is bright. But, they do not yet know exactly what that future will look like. 
 
   What do we do when life as we knew it is in the past and the future we await has not yet 
come? We do what we are used to doing - - we revert to what we know. In the case of 
Jesus' followers, that meant fishing. 
 
   In the case of a small Episcopal parish whose last permanent rector has retired and 
whose future permanent rector has not been chosen, the same is true. It's an in-between 
time at St. Bartholomew's, as it was an in-between time for the disciples in Galilee. 
 
   Jesus tells Peter what to do in this time of Limbo. Three times he asks if Peter loves him. 
Peter answers that he does love Jesus. Peter answers three times. And, three times Jesus 
tells Peter, "feed my sheep." Jesus tells us what to do in our Limbo time, too. "If you love 
me, feed my sheep," Jesus says to us. 
 
   Like Peter and the disciples in the Gospel, here at home we are being productive. We are 
welcoming newcomers, we are renovating Temperance Hall, we are painting the rectory 
exterior, we are planning to participate in the Laytonsville Town Parade, our Outreach and 
Growth Committee is hoping to set up a food pantry on our property, and we are preparing 
for the Confirmation of two of our members.  
 
   We may not know exactly what our future looks like, but we know our future is bright and 
there are a great many sheep to feed while we wait. In this in-between time, St. 
Bartholomew's remains hopeful, prayerful, and productive. 
 
Blessings, 
Reverend Jo-Ann 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Mother's Day Coffee Hour 
Please join us in the undercroft after worship next Sunday, May 8 for a special 
Mother's Day coffee hour brought to us by Ann Fitts and Donna Starkweather. 
 
Seekers ... 
... will meet on Sunday evening, May 15, at the rectory 6:00-8:00 p.m. to 
watch and discuss a 2003 comedy, "Bruce Almighty," starring Jim Carey, 
Jennifer Aniston, and Morgan Freeman about a television reporter who 
receives divine power in a life-altering challenge after an encounter with God. 
Bring a snack to share and a beverage. All are welcome. 
 
We need volunteers ... 
 ... to read, usher, and serve as chalice bearers on Sunday mornings at the 
10:30 AM worship service. We also need hosts and hostesses for the after-
service coffee hours. If you can help out, please let Reverend Jo-Ann know. 
 
You will notice ... 
... that we are adding Prayers for those who are Traveling to our Sunday 
Worship Bulletin. Please let Tachiea, our parish administrator, know of your 
travel plans and she will include your name. 
 
The Tuesday Afternoon Book Group 
... is reading "Dusk, Dark, Dawn: On Revival and Courage" by Anne Lamott. The group meets in 
person at the rectory, 1:30-3:00 p.m. on Tuesday afternoons. New participants are always 
welcome. Reverend Jo-Ann facilitates the group. 
 
Thursday Bible Study 
Topic:  Studying the Apocrypha  
Time: 10:30 am Eastern Standard Time 
Join via Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87629239298?pwd=eWhWMjNpa2FGOHFKZzMxMFZ0cTBqUT09    
Meeting ID: 876 2923 9298               Passcode: Fa9RKn 
 
Our Families And Friends Prayer List  
Please take a look at the “Our Families and Friends” prayer list in our Sunday worship bulletin. If 
any of your family members or friends can be removed from this list, please let Tachiea in our 
parish office know. Thank you.  

 
Updated Parish Membership List 
We are working on printing an up-to-date correct parish membership directory. Please 
check your listing in the master copy at the rear of the nave, make any needed 
corrections or updates, and check off your listing. This will help the office be as accurate 
as possible. Thanks for your assistance.  



 
Memorial Garden Dedication Service 
On Sunday, May 22nd we will be dedicating additional memorial leaves and trees after 
service.  If you would like to donate engraved leaves or dedicate a tree, please contact Ann Fitts 
at church, or by email at Janice.fitts@gmail.com or by phone on 240-252-8456.  She will work 
with you on your engravings.  We need all engraving information by Thursday May 5th so that 
leaves and plaques can be received in time for the service. 
  
 
May Prayer Beads Workshops:  
Our next prayer beads workshops will take place in May.  We are planning to have a fiesta with 
tacos to celebrate starting our workshops again.  No experience is necessary, prayer beads are 
easy to make.  Please join us if you can.  The workshops will take place as follows: 

Monday, May 23rd at 6:30 pm 
Tuesday, May 24th at noon. 

 
 
Laytonsville Town Parade May 14   
St. Bartholomew’s Church will be walking in the parade and hosting the Volunteer’s Luncheon 
on behalf of the Lion’s Club in the undercroft after the parade.  If you are interested in walking 
for St. Bart’s in the parade and/or helping with the luncheon, please let Ann Fitts know at church 
or by email at Janice.fitts@gmail.com or by phone on 240-252-8456. 
 
 
 
 


