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Palm/Passion Sunday (Year C)      April 10, 2022 

Homily by the Reverend Jo-Ann R. Murphy, D.Min. 
Interim Rector 

 
   Today you and I are taking part in the events of Jesus’s last week on this earth. We 
happily approached the front doors of the church, waving our palms, enacting Jesus’s 
joyful procession into Jerusalem on that first Palm Sunday in 30 C.E. “All glory, laud, and 
honor, to thee Redeemer King.” 
   But the mood quickly changes. In a few moments we will read and hear Jesus’s 
institution of Communion, Judas’ betrayal, Peter’s denial, Jesus’s prayer in the garden 
while his disciples sleep, his arrest and trial before Pilate, his sentencing, and cruel 
execution. 
   In one sense these are historical events that we reenact today, but in another very real 
way they are our story, too, and they reflect back to us the truth of our own lives.  
   When Pilate asks Jesus “Are you the King of the Jews,” Jesus doesn’t answer him 
directly. Evasively, he replies, “You say so.” But the question is addressed to us, too. We 
cannot evade answering. Who do you say Jesus is? Is he a king? Is he the Son of God? Is he 
the Messiah? It is to you and to me that Pilate asks the question. What do you answer? We 
are under oath before the living God. 
   It is no accident that today we read the lines in the story. We carry the cross. We are 
meant to be invested. We do not only stand in the crowd and sing “Hosanna.” You and I 
betray him, deny him, desert him, and mock him. If we do not, if we only cheer and wave 
the palms, if we only show up for the parade and avoid the deeper investment, we cannot 
know the Easter morning joy in all its fullness. You cannot come out of the tomb unless you 
know that you are buried. New life, resurrection life, is only possible for those who 
understand how desperately they need of salvation. 
   That is, perhaps, as important this year as it has ever been. The crucifixion is not simply 
a spectacular event to be watched. Or worse, skipped because of its horror. It is a reminder 
of the malevolence that ensues when faithful people persons forget that we stand with the 
One who has come in the name of the Lord. 
   “Certainly this man was innocent,” the centurion says. “Do we realize it, too? Perhaps 
this is our last chance. Now listen. Listen to the story and remember that it is your story, 
too. 
 


