
Rector’s Letter and Announcements following Easter Sunday

Dear Parishioners and Friends,

   Alleluia. Christ is Risen. The Lord is risen, indeed. Alleluia.

   I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone who did so much to make
Holy Week and Easter so beautiful and meaningful at St. Bartholomew's.

   The choir and Lauren Fisher deserve a very special shout out. Their Maundy
Thursday anthem, and especially the Good Friday Tenebrae service were
stunning. Rarely have I been as blessed as I was by their musical
contributions to our liturgy.

   Our ever-faithful altar guild outdid themselves. We all tend to take their
quiet, behind-the-scenes service for granted, but without the conscientious
ministry of the altar guild our worship services would not be as smooth as they
are. Thank you Stevie, Lauren, Jamie, Mark, Lonnie, Lois, Victoria, Sharon,
Janet, Judy, Vicky, and Judith.

   Great appreciation also goes to our ushers and readers for their week in,
week out ministries. 

   Now that we can once more administer the wine at Holy Communion, we
are welcoming back our altar servers (chalice bearers/acolytes), too.

   Thank you to all who volunteer to serve our church. Perhaps Eastertide is
an appropriate opportunity to send out an invitation to others to volunteer for
these ministries. You don't have to attend St. Bart's for a long time or wait to
be invited to offer yourself as an altar guild member, usher, reader, chalice
bearer, or choir member.

I will - - with joy - - train you for the ministry God is calling you to offer.



   During this joyful Easter season, take a moment to thank God for your gifts
and ask God in which ministry you might offer them to your parish. And, take a
moment to thank a reader, an altar server, a member of the altar guild, a choir
member, or an usher for his or her ministry.

   Alleluia, Christ is risen. The Lord is risen indeed.

Blessings,
Reverend Jo-Ann

ANNOUNCEMENTS

A NOTE ABOUT SUNDAY'S ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH
The 2022 Annual Meeting of the parish will be held in the nave this coming Sunday,
April 24, at the end of the service of Holy Eucharist. A program for children will be held
concurrently in the undercroft. At this meeting we will elect three new members of our
lay leadership body, the vestry, receive annual reports from various parish committees
and organizations, and elect a new delegate and an alternate delegate to our Diocesan
Convention. Treasurer Bill Fitts will present a report of the 2021 finances of the parish
and the 2022 budget adopted by the vestry. PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND.

PRAYERS FOR HEALING
The Laying on of Hands and anointing for healing have always been an important
ministry in the Church. Beginning on the first Sunday in May and continually once each
month, Reverend Jo-Ann invites parishioners who wish to receive the laying on of
hands and anointing (for themselves or for another) for healing to come to the altar rail
following the dismissal for this sacramental rite. If you have any questions, please
contact Reverend Jo-Ann at 804-334-7821 or rector@saintbartholomews.org.

DIOCESAN SERVICE OF CONFIRMATION, RECEPTION, AND REAFFIRMATION OF
BAPTISMAL VOWS - SATURDAY, MAY 14, NATIONAL CATHEDRAL IN WASHINGTON
Please let Reverend Jo-Ann know immediately if you wish to be Confirmed or Received
into the Episcopal Church or renew your baptismal vows at this service. At present we
have two candidates from St. Bartholomew’s - - one for Confirmation and one for
Reception. Additional candidates are welcome.  Members of the parish, you are
cordially invited to attend the service with Reverend Jo-Ann and Senior Warden Nancy
Row and members of the vestry to support and congratulate our candidates John
Strong (Reception) and Rob Palmer (Confirmation). A festive reception will be held in
our parish undercroft on Sunday, May 15, in honor of our newest "official" members.

MEMORIAL GARDEN DEDICATION SERVICE:  On Sunday, May 22nd we will be
dedicating additional memorial leaves and trees after service.  If you would like to
donate engraved leaves or dedicate a tree, please contact Ann Fitts at church, or by
email at Janice.fitts@gmail.com or by phone on 240-252-8456.  Sunday May 8th is the



deadline to receive engraving information so that leaves can be received in time for the
service.

 
MAY PRAYER BEADS WORKSHOPS: Our next prayer beads workshops will take
place in May.  We are planning to have a fiesta with tacos to celebrate starting our
workshops again.  No experience is necessary, prayer beads are easy to make.  Please
join us if you can.  The workshops will take place as follows:

Monday, May 23rd at 6:30 pm
Tuesday, May 24th at noon.

CHALICE BEARERS NEEDED
If you are interested in serving or have served as a Chalice Bearer, please send an
email to Parishadmin@saintbartholomews.org or call Deborah Howard at
301-704-6195. Rev. Jo-Ann will offer training.

THE TUESDAY AFTERNOON BOOK GROUP will not meet this week. The group will
resume on April 26, 1:30 - 3:00 pm in person in the rectory and is facilitated by
Reverend Jo-Ann. The group's new book is Dusk, Dark, Dawn: On revival and
Courage by Anne Lamott. In Dusk, Dark, Dawn: On Revival and Courage the author
shows us the intimate and individual ways we can adopt to move through life's dark
places and toward the light of hope that still burns for  all of us. The book is available
from local bookstores and online. New participants are most welcome.

"SEEKERS"
Seekers, a group of parishioners and friends who meet at the rectory on Sunday
evenings, will meet on April 24, 6:00 pm to watch and discuss "The Gods Must be
Crazy" a 1981 comedy. Bring a snack to share.

LAYTONSVILLE TOWN PARADE MAY 14  
St. Bartholomew’s Church will be walking in the parade and hosting the Volunteer’s Luncheon
on behalf of the Lion’s Club in the undercroft after the parade.  If you are interested in walking
for St. Bart’s in the parade and/or helping with the luncheon, please let Ann Fitts know at
church or by email at Janice.fitts@gmail.com or by phone on 240-252-8456.

FROM THE GROWTH/COMMUNITY OUTREACH COMMITTEE
Ukraine Assistance
As we pray for an end to violence and for those fleeing Ukraine, please also pray for
Episcopal Relief & Development and other ecumenical agencies working to respond to the
current crisis. Please consider partnering with Episcopal Relief & Development which is
providing cash, blankets, hygiene supplies and other needed items. As a reminder, in-kind
donations and traveling to the affected areas to help are discouraged by Episcopal Relief &
Development and other international organizations responding at this time. Visit
episcopalrelief.org/ukraineresponse for more information.



Afghan Refugees
Our local community also continues to assist with the relocation services of those Afghan
refugees who have moved into our community. Please visit the website of the Lutheran
Social Services partner organization called Homes Not Borders at

https://www.homesnotborders.org/donate-items/ to see the most needed list of items which
they are requesting. There is also an Amazon Wishlist link if you would prefer to purchase
something to send directly to the organization. Thank you.

MASKS
In accordance with the guidance of Montgomery County and the Diocese of Washington,
wearing a face mask at worship is now optional.


