
By Shira Firestone
A well-planned and imple-

mented security program and 
well-trained security team are 
critical to the health and vitality 
of any Jewish community of any 
size. But for a large, multi-build-
ing campus like Shalom Park, 
the challenges, eff orts, and cost 
are greater than with most. A 54-
acre campus that serves as the 
center of Jewish life in Greater 
Charlotte, Shalom Park is the 
largest Jewish communal envi-
ronment in the country. 

The Foundation of Shalom 
Park is the nonprofi t agency that 
owns and manages the proper-
ties and facilities for most of 
the organizations that are locat-
ed on Shalom Park, including 
the Levine Jewish Community 

Center, Jewish Federation of 
Greater Charlotte, Jewish Fam-
ily Services, Charlotte Jewish 
Day School, Charlotte Jewish 
Preschool, and many more, and 
provides security and safety sup-
port and training for Temple Isra-
el and Temple Beth El. Each year 
at this time, the Foundation asks 
for the support of the communi-
ty it protects to contribute to the 
Shalom Park Security Fund. 

To meet the security needs of 
such a large complex, Shalom 
Park Security has developed a 
professional security team com-
prising retired (CMPD) offi  cers, 
military veterans, and corporate 
security professionals. They are 
visible whenever you visit the 
Park — for work, school, rec-
reation, or worship. But to ap-

preciate the signifi cance of their 
impact and the importance of the 
security fund, it is necessary to 

understand the unseen responsi-
bilities and eff orts of the security 
team — a look beyond the uni-

forms and badges. 
There’s no doubt that the 

physical safety of everyone on 
the Park from outside threats is 
a critical piece of what they do. 
This is particularly challenging 
as incidents occur with little or 
no warning and at non-standard 
times. For this reason, they coor-
dinate closely with the Charlotte 
Mecklenberg Police Department 
(CMPD), Department of Home-
land Security, Joint Terrorism 
Task Force, and FBI, staying 
abreast of potential threats and 
gathering intelligence. They also 
provide bomb threat, hostage, 
and active shooter training to all 
agencies on the Park. 

by Amy Lefkof
A perfect storm: a pandemic, 

a shortage of low-income rent-
al housing, and the arrival of 
evacuated Afghans needing a 
place of refuge. In the coming 
months, Charlotte will be one of 
six North Carolina cities to re-
settle Afghans, many of whom 
are coming under the umbrella 
of “humanitarian parole” rather 

than with refugee or SIV status. 
And many of these Afghans at 
the time of lease signing will be 
unable to show proof of income 
three times the rent and will have 
no credit history and no social 
security number.

Carolina Refugee Resettle-
ment Agency (CRRA), a local af-
fi liate of HIAS (formerly known 
as the Hebrew Immigrant Aid 

Society, established in 1881), 
one of nine national resettlement 
agencies in the United States, has 
over the last 25 years resettled 
almost 5,000 individuals here in 
Charlotte and supported thou-
sands of other new immigrants. 
Now CRRA will have the Her-
culean task of quickly resettling 
between 20 and 25 Afghan ref-
ugee families (its counterpart, 
the Catholic Charities Diocese 
of Charlotte, will have a similar 
caseload) during a pandemic and 
shortage of low-income housing.  
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Recently I was mindlessly 
escaping with my latest Netfl ix 
binge, only to become suddenly 
aware that I had stopped breath-
ing. The realization brought a 
quick sense of panic, and I was 
jolted back into awareness and 
had to deliberately focus to start 
breathing again — a reboot of 
sorts. 

I knew of the phenomenon 
at night known as sleep apnea, 
but I hadn’t realized it can be a 

daytime experience as well. It 
was only after researching, and 
by researching I mean Googling, 
that I learned that apnea, a term 
used to describe slow or stopped 
breathing, can happen at any 
time, though more frequently 
at night, and that the causes can 
be both physiological and emo-
tional. 

The panic I felt was the result 
of both an irrational fear that I 
wouldn’t be able to start my 
breath again and the disorienta-
tion I felt from having to bring 
to consciousness something that 
normally goes unnoticed, just un-
derneath my level of conscious-
ness. Breathing, like our hearts 
beating, just — happens. 

I remembered this experi-
ence on another recent day, 
when I didn’t have the luxury 
of mind-numbing to Netflix, 
and I found myself perseverat-
ing on one of my many favorite 
worries. I don’t even remember 
which one. That’s the thing about 
worries. The obsessive ones are 
rarely grounded in reality, so they 
tend to blend together in one ugly 
concoction, much like a brown, 
strawberry kale smoothie, though 
slightly less tasty. 

After doing some additional 
scholarly Googling, I read that 
one antidote to worry is grati-
tude. As we enter a month often 
dedicated to a focus on gratitude, 
I started to wonder — wouldn’t 
it be great if we had a way to 
make gratitude as unconscious as 
breathing, and when we become 
aware that we have ceased to be 
grateful, to jump-start it again? 
Enter Jewish tradition to recite 
100 blessings each day. 

Where does this tradition 
come from? Rabbi Shraga Sim-
mons explains two main origins: 

“In Deuteronomy 10:12, Moses 
tells the Jewish people: “What 
(mah) does God ask of you?” 
The Talmud explains that the 
word mah can be read as me’ah, 
meaning 100. In other words, 
God obligates us to recite (at 
least) 100 brachot  every day.” 
And, “In the time of King Da-
vid, 100 people died every day 
due to a terrible plague. Realiz-
ing that the plague had a spiri-
tual cause, King David and the 
sages instituted a ‘measure for 
measure’ response: the saying of 
100 blessings each day. Once im-
plemented, the plague stopped.”

One hundred blessings a day 
in a typical 16-hour day comes 
out to approximately one bless-
ing every 10 minutes. If you re-
cite all the prescribed prayers on 
a weekday, you would still fall 
short by about 10 blessings - on 
a weekend by even more. 

I’m not a rabbi or a scholar, 
and I am on the less observant 
end of the Jewish spectrum. But 
it seems to me that an instruction 
to say 100 blessings a day might 
be more for us than for God. 

Rabbi Isaiah Rothenstein 
teaches, “The Talmud states that 
each person is obligated to recite 
100 blessings each day, suggest-
ing that the way to live connected 
to the Divine is through living a 
life immersed in blessings, in 
gratitude. This is so important 
to the Jewish tradition that the 
sages wrote that it is forbidden 
to benefi t from the world with-
out making a blessing. It could 
be said that the value placed on 
blessings is central to all of Jew-
ish life. And yet, with the human 
condition tending toward forget-
fulness, it’s easy for the recita-
tion of blessings to become rote.”

Let me repeat what to me is 

the most important part of what 
he said. “The way to live con-
nected to the Divine is through 
living a life immersed in bless-
ings, in gratitude.” It seems that 
living connected with the Divine 
would be the antithesis of the 
endless worry and judgment that 
often hijack my consciousness. 

But he also suggests that 
saying blessings for the sake of 
saying them, without conscious 
kavanah (intention) and mindful-
ness, can become a rote practice. 

Though I never want gratitude 

to become “rote,” I think a de-
liberate practice of blessing can 
serve to help cultivate a sense of 
gratitude that can hopefully be-
come as natural and unconscious 
as breathing. Until I forget again 
— and I will. And I hope, as with 
breathing, something will draw 
my attention to the awareness 
that I’ve stopped — and I will 
be able to reboot — with another 
blessing. 
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"The Joy of Kosher" cooking 
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Jamie". Known as the “Jewish 
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Kosher” (CBS) 7-time 
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Since 1974, we have assisted community 
families and businesses with:
• Group Benefits
• Life, Disability & Long-Term 

Care Insurance
• Business Planning &

Executive Benefits
• Medicare Plans & Annuities
As part of the Windermere 
Insurance Group, Greenspon & 
Associates can now also help with:
• Home & Auto
• Commerical

Business Insurance
• Risk Management Services

Keith Greenspon
Advisor
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and

Commitment

The KEYS to a successful
real estate transaction...

Buying • Selling • Relocating
Ann and Andrew are your KEYS 
to the local Jewish community
Serving the Charlotte community for 

over 30 years.

Ann Langman
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Through a public-private part-
nership, CRRA, with the help of 
a federal government per capita 
stipend for each resettled refu-
gee, will provide case manage-
ment services related to housing, 
employment, medical/insurance 
assistance, fi nancial literacy, so-
cial integration support, and im-
migration legal services. Thanks 
to a House and Senate budget 
resolution passed on September 
30, 2021, Afghans who entered 
the U.S. with humanitarian pa-
role are authorized to receive 
refugee resettlement benefi ts.

However, on the heels of re-
settling these Afghan refugees, 
CRRA may need up to 125 ad-
ditional apartments to resettle 
incoming refugees from other 
nations since on September 20, 
the Biden administration pro-
posed an increase in the refugee 
admissions target from 62,500 in 
Fiscal Year 2021 to 125,000 in 
Fiscal Year 2022 to help address 
humanitarian crises around the 
globe. During the last year of the 
Trump administration, the refugee 
ceiling (known as the Presiden-
tial Determination number) was  
15,000 compared with the annual 
historic average of  95,000.

To assist CRRA in its reset-
tlement eff orts, the Jewish Com-
munity Refugee Initiative (JCRI) 
will host its 4th Annual Welcom-
ing the Stranger to the (virtual) 
Table on Sunday, November 7 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. The Zoom 
program will examine “Afghan 
Evacuation and Resettlement: 
Refugees, SIV, and Humanitar-
ian Parole.” Moderated by Moi-
ra Quinn, chief operating offi  cer 

and senior vice president of com-
munications for Charlotte Center 
City Partners and past president 
of Temple Beth El, the evening 
program will begin with HIAS 
presenting an overview of the 
Afghan Parolee Support program 
and recent legislation that autho-
rizes Afghans arriving with hu-
manitarian parole to receive the 
same services as refugees.

Panelist Marsha Hirsch, ex-
ecutive director of CRRA, will 
then explain how the Charlotte 
Jewish community can help her 
agency resettle Afghan families. 
“Bibi,” a young Afghan woman 
who came to Charlotte in 2018 
under the Afghan SIV program, 
and whose family is still trying to 
leave Afghanistan, will share her 
story. And fi nally Temple Beth 
El’s Senior Rabbi  Asher Knight, 
whose synagogue recently de-

livered 40 hygiene kits to the 
Muslim Community Center of 
Charlotte for recent Afghan ar-
rivals, will explain how welcom-
ing refugees of all backgrounds 
is guided by Jewish values.  

Hirsch’s goal is to mobilize 
members of the Charlotte Jewish 
community and greater Charlotte 
community to do the following: 

Provide temporary housing 
(“temp hosting”). For more infor-
mation on hosting, please contact 
Madeline Nichols, volunteer and 
donations coordinator, at made-
line.nichols@carolinarefugee.
org or at (704) 535-8803.

Serve as a co-signer/guarantor 
to enable CRRA to approach a 
wider range of apartment com-
plexes that may have available 
apartments to lease. For more 
information on serving as a guar-
antor, contact Rebecca Kurtz, 

program coordinator, at Rebecca.
kurtz@carolinarefugee.org or at 
(704) 535-8803.

Identify corporate owners or 
property management companies 
that will be willing to work with 
CRRA for immediate move-ins 
for a sustained relationship. To 
provide this information, please 
contact Marsha Hirsch at mar-
sha.hirsch@carolinarefugee.org
or at (704) 535-8803.

Thanks to a generous dol-
lar-for-dollar $15,000 match (set 
up by Deidre and Clay Grubbs, 
Gary and Stephanie Starr, and an 
anonymous donor), JCRI is hop-
ing to raise $30,000 for CRRA’s 
Afghan Emergency Fund, which 
may serve as a sort of backstop 
for those stepping up to be apart-
ment guarantors.

JCRI’s 4th Annual Welcoming 
the Stranger to the Table refugee 
program, although free, requires 
registration to obtain the Zoom 
link. Please see half-page event 
ad  on page 43 in the Charlotte 
Jewish News for details on regis-
tration/making a donation if you 
wish to support local refugee 
resettlement. To register, con-
tact the LJCC Customer Service 
Desk either in person or by call-
ing (704) 366-5007. 

Welcoming the Stranger

However, mitigation and pro-
tection from  unseen, non-vi-
olent events are also a priority. 
Preparation for extreme weather, 
utility failure, and fi re are all a 
part of what they do.  Training is 
mandatory for all staff  and many 
volunteers on the Park. Fire, shel-
ter-in-place, and lockdown drills 
occur regularly. 

Not all the risks to those on 
the park are sudden and dramatic. 
Consider the importance of traffi  c 
fl ow, especially for drop-off  and 
pickup for schools and camps and 
when special events and holidays 
bring large numbers of visitors to 
the Park. The logistics to coordi-
nate with CMPD resources and 
guards is signifi cant. Consider 
CPR, fi rst aid, and AED training 
provided to schools. It is security 
that provides background checks 
on all employees and volunteers, 
and will soon be implementing 
a program that will require child 
abuse prevention training to any-
one working with children. 

No one predicted that the role 
of security would be to protect 
the health of every individual 
on the Park from a global pan-
demic. Immediate coordination 
on a large scale was necessary 

to respond to a rapidly-changing 
situation at the beginning of the 
pandemic and to institute and en-
force COVID protocols. As the 
pandemic drags on, it is security 
that continues to conduct COVID 
training, health screening, and 
COVID testing for employees 
on the Park. 

Not surprisingly, the scope of 
these critical services requires 
substantial resources. The agen-
cies and organizations on the 
Park each participate to finan-
cially support the security from 
which they benefi t. Contributing 
to the Security Fund will not only 
help ensure that these services 
continue to be superior  , but can 
also lessen the fi nancial burden 
of agencies that are so often al-
ready trying to balance their own 
precarious budgets. 

See the back page of this issue 
for information on how to con-
tribute to the Security Fund. 

Foundation
(Continued from page 1)

(Continued from page 1)

Bridget and David Cohen and their children, Ada and Harrison, with their 
“Frui� ul Friend” family from Syria in 2018. Frui� ul Friends is a buddy pro-
gram run by Refugee Support Services

Director of Safety and Security Michael 
Philbeck leads a security training



By Sue Littauer
I know it’s November and the 

Jewish Holidays are well behind 
us; however, while I was mak-
ing my favorite holiday meal, 
I couldn’t help but think about 
the generations of Jewish cooks 
who lovingly pull out their fa-
vorite cookbooks year after year 
and prepare their favorite family 
recipes.

My recipe for stuff ed cabbage 
is the best. Even my husband 
confi ded in me that it was bet-
ter than his mother’s (quite the 
compliment)! The recipe comes 
from the cookbook “Love and 
Knishes” by Sara Kasdan. My 
copy was published in 1956 and 
is stained, falling apart, and much 
loved. Interestingly enough, my 

mother knew the au-
thor. They took a 
gym class together 
at the Jewish Com-
munity Center in 
Louisville, Kentucky. 
My mom shared the 
recipe with me many 
years ago and added 
her own notes to make 
the prep easier.  

If this was from a new 
cookbook, I could just 
reference the page number, but I 
was sure the book would be im-
possible to fi nd. Out of curiosity, 
I Googled “Love and Knishes” to 
see what would come up. Imag-
ine my surprise to find a new 
hardcover for sale at $579 and 
used paperbacks, only found in 
thrift shops, for around $45. 

I doubt anyone is going to buy 
this rare book, so here is my reci-
pe. This dish has literally brought 
tears to the eyes of some of my 
dinner guests. 

If you’re rolling your eyes be-
cause this is a traditional Ashke-
nazi recipe from a Baby Boom-
er, I’ve got you covered. I asked 
my “cool” daughter- in-law and 
niece to recommend their favor-
ite modern Jewish cookbooks 
and recipes.

My daughter-in-law, Mindy 
Brodsky, recommends “Millen-

nial Kosher: Recipes 
Reinvented for the Mod-
ern Palate” by Chanie 
Apfelbaum.

Mindy said, “I love 
how Chanie shares sto-
ries about the inspi-
ration for her recipes 
and blends traditional 
Jewish foods with un-
intimidating recipes. 

My favorite recipe is Lazy 
Mechshie Meatballs (page 188). 
This is my go-to crowd pleaser, 
and the leftover sauce lasts in the 
fridge for weeks.”

My niece, Kate Blumenreich, 
suggests Moroccan Carrots from 
Joan Nathan’s “Jewish Holiday 
Cookbook” (page 143). “I bought 
this cookbook several years ago 
when I was hosting a Jewish hol-
iday for the fi rst time, and this 
recipe is hands down one of my 
favorites. I make it every year! 
I’m not a fan of sweet carrots, 
and I love that this recipe brings 
in savory, bright fl avors. I also 
love her rugelach recipe on page 
276.”

Whether you’re looking for 
a traditional or nontraditional 
recipe for your family’s holiday 
meal, be sure to include the most 
important ingredient — LOVE. 

Sue’s Bookshelf
Jewish Recipes: Love Is the Main Ingredient

Sue Litt auer
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Stuff ed Cabbage With Apricot Preserves
Recipe from “Love and Knishes,” with notes from my mom and me

24 cabbage leaves (approximately) 

Mix:
• 2 pounds ground meat – lean
• 4 TB uncooked rice
• 2 eggs
• 2 onions minced
• 1 tsp salt 
• Pepper to taste
• 1 15 oz. can tomato sauce
• Juice of 2 lemons
• ½ cup brown sugar (approximately)
• ½ cup apricot preserves (approximately)

• Cook the entire head of cabbage in the microwave (about 10 
minutes).  Let it cool a little, core the cabbage and take off  the 
leaves. If it’s too hard to take off  inner leaves, put it back in 
the microwave for a few minutes.

• Line a large pot with chopped onions. (These are in addition 
to the two onions in the meat mixture.)

• Add 2 TBS apricot preserves and a few TBS of tomato sauce 
to the meat mixture.

• Make the rolls.
• Put some brown sugar and some apricot preserves on each 

cabbage roll.
• After you get them in the pot, pour juice of lemons and tomato 

sauce over all.
• Bring to boil  then simmer for 2 hours. Baste a few times 

during cooking.
•  Make them the day before; they freeze well.

recipe with me many 
years ago and added 
her own notes to make 

If this was from a new 

nial Kosher: Recipes 
Reinvented for the Mod-
ern Palate” by Chanie 
Apfelbaum.

Mindy said, “I love 
how Chanie shares sto-
ries about the inspi-
ration for her recipes 
and blends traditional 
Jewish foods with un-

My favorite recipe is Lazy 

By Debby Block
Recent studies have shown 

that gratitude serves as a pow-
erful tool with many benefi ts to 
a child’s mental and physical 
health. Not surprisingly, the ben-
efi ts of gratitude include reduced 
depression and aggression and 
improved resilience and self-es-
teem. 

Thanksgiving is around the 
corner, making this the perfect 
time of year to look at children’s 
literature that promotes grati-
tude. 

Based on a Yiddish folktale, 
“The Little, Little House” by 
Jessica Souhami is one of my 
all-time favorite books. This is 

the story of an unhappy fami-
ly crowded into a small shack. 
When they ask for advice from 
the wisest person in the village, 
they are instructed to fi rst bring 
a rooster and then add a duck, 
then a sheep, and fi nally a cow 
into their small home. Eventual-
ly, when they let all the animals 
go, their little home seems, in 
comparison, peaceful and plenty 
big enough. This classic tale has 
been told in many ways and by 
many authors, but the message of 
gratitude is perfect for children 
to grasp. Recommended for ages 
2-5. (Older children, ages 5-8, 
may prefer “It Could Always 
Be Worse” by Margot Zemach.) 

For younger children, I recom-
mend the board book “Harvest 
Blessings” by Amy Meltzer. This 
book provides simple verbiage, 
gorgeous pictures, and even He-
brew brachot (blessings). I ap-
preciate that this is two books 
in one. One side is “Gifts from 
the Earth,” and the other side is 
“Gifts From the Trees.” Rec-
ommended for ages 6 months-2 
years. 

If you are looking for a book 
to enjoy again and again, I high-
ly recommend “The Thankful 
Book” by Todd Parr. You and 
your children will respond pos-
itively to the bold illustrations 
and Parr’s message that consis-
tently promotes positive self-es-
teem! Recommended for ages 
2-4. Stay tuned for details on 
PJ Library’s program with Todd 
Parr in March 2022.

My recent discovery is the 
book “The Thank You Letter” 
by Jane Cabrera. The main 
character, Grace, starts by writ-
ing thank-you letters for birth-
day presents, but she continues 
writing letters to everyone and 
everything that has made a dif-
ference in her life — no matter 
how big or small. As a result of 
all her  gratitude, Grace receives 
a special surprise. A delightful, 
lighthearted book that may be 
the perfect book for a Hanukkah 
present this year! Recommended 
for ages 3-7.

Finally, I was impressed with 
the empathy promoted in the 
book “Those Shoes” by Mari-
beth Boelts. School-aged Jere-

my has been dreaming of a spe-
cific type of popular high-top 
shoes. He successfully searches 
a second-hand shop for a pair of 
“those shoes,” and although they 
are way too small, he squeezes 
his feet in anyway. After refl ec-
tion, he passes his cool shoes to 
a younger child who needs them 
more than he does. Recommend-
ed for kindergarten-3rd grade.

All these books that promote 
gratitude are available at the 
Center for Jewish Education, 
home of the Levine-Sklut Judaic 
Library. Drop in to pick up one 
of these books or call/email to-
day to reserve your copy. (704) 
944-6783 library@jewishchar-
lotte.org.

Debby Block

Miss Debby’s Best-Loved Children’s Books
Books About Gra� tude



Editor's Note: Jewish Federation of 
Greater Charlotte is one of 146 in-
dependent Federations that are as-
sociated with JFNA  and is  grateful 
to its local donors who contributed 
to this effort. 

By Ted Merwin
Senior Writer, August, 2020,JFNA

When a massive earthquake 
struck Haiti, the poorest coun-
try in the Western Hemisphere, 
on August 11th, Jewish Fed-
erations, working through the 
Joint Distribution Committee 
(JDC), mounted an immediate, 
large-scale humanitarian effort to 
save lives, heal the injured, and 
rebuild homes. 

Haiti, which is no stranger to 
disaster, was already well-ac-
quainted with the power of Jew-
ish relief, according to former 
Haitian prime minister Michèle 
Duvivier Pierre-Louis.

Speaking on a JFNA-spon-
sored Webinar entitled “Crisis 
Relief in Haiti: Response to the 
Emergency” on August 24th, 
Pierre-Louis recalled that Israel 
set up the “best-equipped” field 
hospital after the 2010 earth-
quake to help the victims of 
that disaster, which killed more 
than 200,000 people and injured 
hundreds of thousands more. She 
said that there are “extremely 
positive echoes of the interven-
tions of the Jewish community” 
and that she “welcomes opportu-
nities to collaborate with them.” 

The scale of the devastation 
in Haiti is staggering—more 
than 2000 dead, 12,000 injured, 
300 missing, 800 displaced from 
their homes, and 130,000 houses 
damaged or destroyed. Nor has 
the country recovered fully from 
other natural disasters, such as 
Hurricane Matthew in 2016 and 
the 2010 earthquake. 

The former prime minister 
emphasized the ongoing vul-
nerability of the Haitian people, 
many of whom are subsistence 
farmers descended of those who 
fought for freedom from slavery 
on the coffee plantations. 

“How long will it take,” 
Pierre-Louis asked, “for popu-
lations that have been margin-
alized,” and who have endured 
a series of disasters, both man-
made and natural, “to be counted 
as full-fledged citizens deserving 
to live in decent conditions ac-
cording to their chosen way of 
life?” 

The long-standing ties be-
tween the Jewish and Haitian 
peoples dates back to when Haiti 
was one of the few nations in the 
world to accept Jewish refugees 
fleeing Nazi Germany in the late 

1930s, JFNA board chair Mark 
Wilf noted at the event. In 1947, 
Haiti was one of just three coun-
tries (along with Liberia and the 
Philippines) to change its vote 
and support the U.N. Partition 
Plan of Palestine, which paved 
the way for the establishment of 
the State of Israel. 

Wilf announced that Federa-
tions across the continent had al-
ready launched drives to help the 
Haitians. In addition, Israeli aid 
organizations have sent experts 
to restore the flow of clean water 
and energy, and to provide crit-
ical psychological counseling. 

Ariel Zwang, CEO of the 
JDC, said that while their mis-
sion, for more than a century, 
has been to help Jews in need 
throughout the world, the orga-
nization has “learned profound 
lessons about how to assist in 
times of great turmoil and great 
disarray.” Now, still operating 
from a Jewish platform, the JDC 
uses this knowledge to respond 
to people of all backgrounds who 
have suffered from natural disas-
ters and other crises.

Working with dozens of Jew-
ish and non-Jewish humanitar-
ian organizations worldwide, 
enables JDC to conduct a coor-
dinated Jewish response, stream-
lining the process of creating 
supply chains for aid, organiz-
ing volunteers to staff medical 
clinics, rebuilding schools, and 
providing resources in both the 
short and long-term to rebuild. 

Avital Sandler-Loeff, the ex-
ecutive director of JDC-Grid, 
which leads disaster relief ef-
forts, said she takes inspiration 
from a Hebrew phrase that 
translates loosely as, “Whatever 
I have to cope with makes me 
stronger.” 

Pierre-Louis suggested that 
Haitian-Americans, many of 
whom have prospered, can play a 
larger role in contributing to the 
revival of the Haitian economy, 
a sentiment echoed by the Amer-
ican political leaders, activists, 
and that joined the webinar ad-
dressing both the magnitude of 
the crisis and the Jewish com-

munity’s response. 
C o n g r e s s m a n  C a r l o s 

Giménez, from Florida’s 26th 
congressional district, which 
has a large Haitian community, 
reaffirmed his support for the 

U.S.-Israel relationship, and said 
that we must also stand by Hai-
ti at this time of crisis. Adriano 
Espaillat, from New York’s 13th 
congressional district, pledged 
the support of the Latino-Jew-

ish Congressional Caucus and 
praised the JDC and the Hispan-
ic Federation, saying that they 
“have the know-how and tools to 
bring help to the Haitian people.”

JFNA CEO Eric Fingerhut 
called on the Jewish commu-
nity to increase its own efforts 
in helping the Haitian people to 
recover. Citing the laws of Suk-
kot from the Talmud, which are 
being studied at this time of year 
as part of the Daf Yomi, the daily 
learning from Jewish tradition, 
he noted that acts of charity are 
deemed more important than all 
other types of offerings and sac-
rifices. 

Fingerhut also alluded to the 
High Holy Days, in which Jews 
pray that the presence of God re-
mains among us throughout the 
rest of the year. 

“During this period of renewal 
and uplift,” Fingerhut said, “we 
must continue to stay focused on 
helping the needy as a critical as-
pect of our organized communal 
work.” 

Diamonds, Bridal & Custom Design - Fine & Estate Jewelry - Buy, Sell & Appraise

We wish you and your loved ones a 
Happy Hannakuh!

Jewish Federations Respond to Haiti Disaster
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By Noah Goldman
Jewish women have a rich 

history and tradition of advocat-
ing for the well-being of their 
communities,  from the female 
prophetesses of the Tanakh, such 
as Miriam and Deborah, to mod-
ern-day giants like Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg. But one need not only 
prophesy battles or sit on the Su-
preme Court in order to do good. 
In the midst of October’s Breast 
Cancer Awareness month, Jew-
ish women and men across our 
community mobilized to focus 
attention on the importance of 
getting a mammogram (espe-
cially for the un-and under-in-
sured) and funding breast can-
cer research. For a decade, Talia 
Goldman has stood at the center 
of this work. She has creatively, 
tirelessly, and passionately run 
programs to raise funds for re-
search and mammograms. 

In 2011, Talia wanted to do 
something different to honor 
the women in her life who had 
breast cancer. She was sitting in 
a restaurant with a friend when 
she had a great idea, “Why don’t 
we paint tatas?” 

For next few years, female art-
ists from Charlotte used as their 

canvas female volunteers’ bare 
bodies — painting from their 
shoulder blades to their waists. 
The spectacular images were 

photographed, put onto posters, 
and sold as fundraisers. Each 
year there was a big reveal, with 
festive events at great locations, 

such as the Ritz Carlton. Com-
munities across the country, from 
Knoxville, Tennessee, to New-
ton, Massachusetts, to Delray 
Beach, Florida, have followed 
suit, painting tatas, and raising 
funds to support breast cancer 
causes. 

In expanding her vision eight 
years ago, Talia reached out to 
Darius Ejlali, executive direc-
tor for the North Carolina Adult 
Soccer Association, and togeth-
er they created the Celebrate the 
Tatas Tournament of Champions. 
In Ejlali’s words, “They knocked 
it out of the park” because Ta-
lia is “a force to be reckoned 
with.” Ejlali added, “Not only 
do teams win on the field of 
play, they can also win by who’s 
raised the most money.” There 
is even a Pink Bra Award for the 
most creative uniform. A sam-
pling of team names over the 
years has included “Cleats and 
Cleavage” and “Akuna MaTa-
Tas,” and teams have worn their 
bra sizes as their shirt numbers. 
This year’s tournament, held on 
the weekend of October 2, was 
another year of great success in 
reaching both attendance and 
fundraising goals, with $40,000 

raised — enough to cover a full 
day of mammograms for unin-
sured women. 

 This work is critical because 
one in eight women will be diag-
nosed with breast cancer within 
the course of her lifetime. Al-
though the majority of breast 
cancer patients are women, men 
can get breast cancer too. Early 
detection is a key to survival. 

Given the high probability of 
developing breast cancer, it is 
hard to fi nd someone who doesn’t 
know someone aff ected by breast 
cancer.  Talia, too, has a personal 
connection. In a 2018 interview 
with Hadassah she shared: “My 
mother has had multiple cancers, 
including breast cancer. At one 
point I realized that I have those 
genes, and I have a daughter. So 
much of this is about education.” 
Talia wanted to do “something 
that was a little empowering, that 
could add a little glitter.” 

Over the years, Talia has 
helped raise more than $200,000. 
In the early years, the funds went 
toward breast cancer research 
at Hadassah Hospital in Israel, 
with a portion of it staying here 
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Tickets on sale soon! www.culturalartsljcc.eventive.org

PERFORMANCES:
2 SATURDAYS: December 4 & 11 • 2pm & 7pm

2 SUNDAYS: December 5 & 12 • 2pm & 5pm
LOCATION:

Gorelick Hall at Shalom Park

AGES 4+

POWERED BY

Talia Goldman Leads Fundraising E� orts for 
Breast Cancer Awareness

Talia Goldman

(Continued on page 7)
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Winter Program Registration
Begins November 15

LEVINE JCC

POWERED BY

#ReadySetGOals
charlottejcc.org

Breast Cancer

in Charlotte (supporting local is-
sues ranging from wigs to mam-
mograms for the uninsured). 
Today, the soccer tournament 
proceeds are split between No-
vant Health and Atrium Levine 
Cancer Institute, specifi cally for 
projects that supply mammo-
grams to the un- and under-in-
sured. 

Sandra Goldman, who co-
chaired the Big Reveal in 2016 
and this year’s soccer tourna-
ment with Talia, noted the in-
credible bonds of sisterhood Ta-
lia’s fundraising events create. In 
speaking about her good friend, 
Sandra noted, “Talia has not 
just been able to raise funds for 

a cure but has been able to tru-
ly celebrate women and enable 
them to approach breast cancer 
with bright colors and a lightness 
that has not been seen before. I 
admire her compassion, drive, 
and her “Let’s get it done” atti-
tude. As a cancer conqueror my-
self, I cannot thank her enough 
for all her eff orts to eradicate this 
awful disease.” 

Talia has proven her unique 
gift for putting fun in fundrais-
ing. From painting the tatas to 
creating soccer tournaments, 
Talia raises funds, raises aware-
ness, and raises spirits.

2021 Celebrate the Tatas Tournament of Champions

(Continued from page 6)



By Karen Knoble
Generations at Shalom Park 

will be a planned continuing care 
retirement community (CCRC) 
licensed by the North Carolina 
Department of Insurance. A Life 
Plan community, as CCRCs are 
sometimes called, is the only 
type of community that off ers a 
full continuum of care to its res-
idents. This care can range from 
independent living to assisted 
living (including memory care) 
to skilled nursing care. 

There are fi ve basic types of 
CCRC contracts: Type A (Life 
Care), Type B (modified Life 
Care), Type C (fee-for-service), 
Equity and Co-op, and Rental. 
Generations at Shalom Park has 
chosen to be a Type B commu-
nity because we believe it off ers 
the greatest value to residents. 
 Residents at Generations will 
pay only for health care when 
and if they choose to use it, and 
health care will be off ered at sig-
nifi cant discounts.

Not all CCRCs off er the same 
benefi ts or level of care. Because 
of the potential financial and 
health implications, it is import-
ant to understand the diff erences 
in business models when making 
plans for the years to come. Be-
low is a summary of each of the 
fi ve types of CCRC contracts. 

Type A (Life Care) commu-
nities require residents to pay 
a one-time fee. This fee can be 
refundable to the resident or 
their estate. Residents also pay 
a monthly service fee. Residents 
with a Life Care contract gener-
ally pay a higher entrance fee or 
a monthly fee while living inde-
pendently. The benefi t of a Type 
A community is the assurance 
that residents will be given pri-
ority access to all levels of care 

within the community, and this 
care will be off ered with little or 
no monthly increase. If a resident 
and his or her spouse require 
diff erent levels of care, Type A 
communities typically charge a 
fee increase for the spouse. Res-
idents of Life Care communities 
are essentially prepaying a por-
tion of health-care services that 
may or may not be needed in the 
future. Prepaying makes future 
expenses more predictable, but 
residents pay up front for ser-
vices they may not need, there-
by subsidizing residents who do 
require health-care services.

Not all Type A Life Care com-
munities off er the same services, 
and it is important to understand 
what services are covered under 
the contract. Are both assisted 
living and skilled nursing cov-
ered? Are in-home care services 
covered if provided in indepen-
dent living? Many Type A com-
munities have stipulations on 
long-term care policies, in terms 
of the length of time they can be 
used as well as other limitations. 
There are much stricter health re-
quirements to move into a Type 
A community than into other 
communities. It is important to 
understand the fi nancial implica-
tions and how these limitations 
may aff ect a plan over time. 

Type B (modifi ed Life Care)
community residents also pay a 
onetime entrance fee, which can 
be refundable, and a monthly 
fee for services and amenities, 
but the health care-benefi ts are 
different. Should the resident 
require health-care services, 
these services are provided at a 
reduced cost to the resident. The 
discount off ered for additional 
care can be signifi cant, and this 
is important to know up front. 

Discounts can range from 5% 
to 20%. Many communities in 
Charlotte are considered Type B. 
Generations at Shalom Park and 
Aldersgate are both considered 
Type B communities.  

Statistically, in the U.S., less 
than 30% of CCRC residents 
require permanent transfer to a 
full-time health-care environ-
ment. In a Type B community, 
you are not paying for care you 
don’t need or subsidizing the 
care of others. If you do need 
health care, you will receive 
health care at a substantial dis-
count off  the market rate at that 
time. Type B communities have 
less strict health requirements to 
enter the community and fewer 
limits on using long-term care 
policies.

Type C (fee-for-service)
communities typically require 
an entrance fee and monthly 
fees, but if assisted living or 
skilled nursing is required, the 
resident will pay the market rate 
for this care. Residents in Type 

C communities do not have to 
pay up front for health-care ser-
vices they may not need, but 
they assume the fi nancial expo-
sure associated with paying for 
expensive long-term care. This 
can be especially costly for a 
couple. If one person requires 
short-term care, the couple will 
be charged for specialized hous-
ing and health care in addition 
to the monthly service fee for 
independent living.

Equity and Co-Op residents 
own their home or condo. If 
the community is a co-op, then 
residents purchase shares of the 
company. Residents also pay a 
monthly service fee for home 
maintenance, services, and 
amenities. Under a true equity 
arrangement, when a resident 
lives out his or her life in the 
home, then the home becomes 
part of the resident’s estate. The 
heir is responsible for selling the 
home to another fully qualifi ed 
person and may be responsible 
for paying monthly fees until 

the home is sold. Not all equity 
CCRCs operate this way. Under 
some equity models, the resi-
dent does not own the property 
outright. If the resident moves 
or lives out his or her life in the 
community, the management 
company resells the property. 
The resident or heirs receive a 
predetermined portion of the sale 
and appreciation. Under both the 
equity and co-op model, health 
care is usually off ered at the full 
market rate. 

Rental CCRCs do not require 
an entrance fee (they may require 
a nonrefundable community 
fee of a few thousand dollars). 
Residents pay rent monthly or 
yearly. The monthly fee is typ-
ically higher than for compara-
ble communities that require en-
trance fees. Many rental CCRCs 
do not offer priority access to 
health-care services, so when 
you need health care most, it is 
not guaranteed. People living 
outside the “community” may 
take available space and receive 
the care instead of you. With a 
rental CCRC, you will pay full 
market rates for health care, as 
you would with the Type C fee-
for-service contract. Note: some 
rental communities do not off er 
a full continuum of care. 

People tend to choose the 
rental contract model if they do 
not have the money for an en-
trance fee or do not want to tie up 
their money. However, if health-
care or long-term services are re-
quired, residents pay market rate 
for these services. People living 
in a rental CCRC may pay more 
over their lifetimes than they 
would if they lived in an entry 
fee community. 

The CCRC market is com-
plex. This article is a general 
summary of different types of 
Life Plan communities, and it 
is intended to help you begin to 
think about making a plan for 
yourself or for a loved one. It is 
not a comprehensive guide. Life 
Plan communities vary greatly 
in terms of their location, ameni-
ties, and services off ered. Some 
are for-profi t and others are not-
for-profit organizations. Most 
importantly, the value systems 
of each community diff er, which 
can have an impact on day-to-
day living.

The Life Plan counselors at 
Generations at Shalom Park are 
educated about the various Life 
Plan communities available in 
Charlotte, and they are happy to 
meet with you to help you make 
a plan that is right for you. Call 
(704) 532-5400 or go to genera-
tionsatshalompark.com for more 
information.
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Decoding Continuing Care Retirement 
Communities: How to Choose?
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It’s a vibrant lifestyle in a  
gorgeous modern residence on a  

welcoming multigenerational campus.  
It’s fine dining, art, culture, and  

access to the Levine JCC next door.  
Welcome to Generations at Shalom Park, a 

new vision in Jewish senior living, opening in 
2024. Founded on the principles of Jewish  

life and tradition, Generations offers  
everything and welcomes everyone. 

Why settle for less?  
Reserve your residence at preconstruction 

pricing while opportunities remain.  
To learn more, call (704) 736-3343  

and take a closer look at 
generationsatshalompark.com.

5935 Carnegie Blvd., Suite 101 
Charlotte, NC 28209

Forget senior living. 
This is LIVING.
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By Wendy Gordon Pake
 Just over one year since Wen-

dy Gordon Pake founded FOO-
Diversity with a designated fund 
within the Jewish Foundation 
of Greensboro, the organiza-
tion that provides access to safe 
food for individuals with food 
allergies in food-insecure popu-
lations has been granted official 
nonprofit 501(c)(3) status. The 
Carolina FOODiversity Fund at 
Greensboro’s Foundation, oper-
ating under the same mission as 
that of FOODiversity, remains a 
critical resource for emergency 
food providers and a multitude 
of other nonprofits. The Foun-
dation for the Charlotte Jewish 
Community (FCJC, an affiliate 
of FFTC) will list FOODiversity 
as a 2021 grant recipient in its 
annual report.

When the IRS application 
was filed in February 2021, 
eight months had proven to Pake 
that an independent nonprofit 
recognition for FOODiversity 
would be helpful in advancing 
her work. This organizational 
milestone escalates FOODiver-

sity’s potential impact,offering a 
more crystallized approach that 
includes the boost of direct pro-
gramming and the support of a 
board of directors. 

An immediate priority for 
FOODiversity revolves around 
health-care systems. Health-care 
professionals are presented with 
unique opportunities to screen 
patients for food insecurity and, 
at the same time, note what 
precipitated emergency room 
visits or requests for epineph-
rine refills. Did the patient eat 
an allergen because that’s the 
only food they had? Was the 
allergic reaction due to lack of 
information about how to man-
age the condition? FOODiversi-
ty equips health-care providers 
with resources for their patients; 
in turn, patients are better able 
to comply with “doctor’s orders” 
and to preserve their dignity by 
not having to admit that they 
didn’t have a choice.

Food as medicine is a famil-
iar concept and second nature 
to many. Yet every day, people 
struggle to find affordable and 

nutritious food. Add to that the 
burden of a food allergy or celi-
ac disease and, for many, food is 
often literally unavailable.

FOODiversity is on a mission 
to lessen the burden of food inse-
curity for individuals with these 

combined challenges.
FOODiversity aims to pro-

vide access to safe food, which 
so often is an unmet medical 
need. In addition to connecting 
with physicians, social workers, 
and dieticians, the organization 

works with schools and com-
munity nonprofits such as food 
pantries, homeless shelters, and 
backpack meal programs.

With recent studies suggest-
ing that official food allergy 
diagnoses are 87% lower in the 
Medicaid population than for 
those with greater access, low-
er-income families’ costs are 
more than double for trips to 
the emergency room and hos-
pitalizations. Lack of education 
and the inability to access digi-
tal information lead to a higher 
incidence of allergic reactions; 
food allergies become even more 
life-threatening and costly. 

Having a food allergy or celi-
ac disease significantly increases 
an individual’s living expenses. 
For example, gluten-free (free 
of wheat, barley, and rye) flour, 
breads and pastas typically cost 
four times the price of simi-
lar gluten-containing products. 
Dairy-free milk, such as soy, 
coconut, and oat, is also more 

FOODiversity, Addressing Food Insecurity in 
an Overlooked Community, Granted Nonprofit 
Status 

(Continued on page 11)

Allergy-friendly food for after-school program at Boys & Girls Club



 By Lisa Shpritz
Climate change is real, and 

we see the consequences of it 
all around us. Taking action to 
fi ght the urgent threat of climate 
change offers an opportunity 
to build more resilient infra-
structure, protect public health, 
advance environmental justice, 
strengthen our communities, and 
spur technological innovations.

You can lessen the impact 
of climate change by making 
choices that help advance solu-
tions and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. Decisions that we all 
make today can shape the world 
for decades and even centuries to 
come. Not only are these actions 
good for the environment, but 
also they are good for personal 
and community health, equity, 
environmental justice, quality 
of life, and our shared futures. 

What Is regenerative agri-
culture?

Together with forestry and 
other land uses, agriculture is 
responsible for approximately 
25% of human-created green-
house gas emissions (GHGs). 
One of the most powerful tools 
available to us to reduce GHGs is 
regenerative agriculture, which 
blends modern discoveries in soil 
biology with indigenous wisdom 
and pioneering holistic thinking. 

Healthy soil is the founda-
tion of productive, sustainable 
agriculture. Managing for soil 
health allows producers to work 
with the land — not against — to 
reduce erosion, maximize water 
infiltration, improve nutrient 
cycling, save money by buying 
fewer chemicals, and ultimately 
improve the resiliency of their 
working land. 

Regenerative agriculture 
describes farming and graz-

ing practices that, among other 
benefi ts, reverse climate change 
by rebuilding soil organic mat-
ter and restoring degraded soil 
biodiversity, resulting in both 
removing carbon from the air 
and improving the water cycle. 
The major principles of regener-
ation are reduced tillage, mainte-
nance of signifi cant ground cov-
er, increased biodiversity, and 
well-managed grazing. When 
scaled up and combined with 
reforestation and other regener-
ative land use practices, regener-
ative agriculture has the potential 
to decrease atmospheric carbon. 
Carbon drawn from the atmo-
sphere by living plants helps 
build soil organic matter, and the 
carbon drawn down through pho-
tosynthesis remains sequestered 
in the soil.

Why regenerative agricul-
ture?

Unrestricted land use coupled 
with limitless use of agricultural 
chemicals leads to depletion of 
our soils, and since the 1970s, 
we have lost one-third of the 
Earth’s topsoil. Two-thirds of the 
planet is currently experiencing 
desertification, the process by 
which fertile land becomes des-
ert, typically because of drought, 
deforestation, or inappropriate 
agriculture. As a result of desert-
ifi cation, 40 million people are 
pushed off  their land each year, 
and by 2050, one billion people 
will be soil desertifi cation refu-
gees. We cannot aff ord to wait 
any longer to address this issue, 
as the United Nations estimates 
our remaining topsoil will be 
gone in 60 years. 

How can you regenerate?
Vote with your fork. Support 

your local farmers who use re-
generative agriculture and land 

use practices.
If you choose to eat meat, 

choose to consume grass-fed and 
pasture-raised meats.

Grow your own food. Plant 
a home or community garden. 
Compost your kitchen, garden, 
and yard waste.

Stay informed! Subscribe to 
newsletters and podcasts, read 
books, and watch fi lms dedicat-
ed to regenerative and organic 
farming.

Share information with 
friends, neighbors, and col-
leagues.

Find local regenerative food 
grown by regenerative farmers 
who are focused on building 
healthy soil: https://regenera-
tioninternational.org/regenera-
tive-farm-map.

Join us for a Shalom Green/
LJCC Cares fi lm screening on 
November 4!

Want to learn more about the 
connection between soil health 
and climate change and what 
you can do to make a diff erence? 
Please join us on November 4 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in Lerner 
Auditorium for a screening of the 
documentary Kiss the Ground, 
followed by a conversation and 
audience Q&A. We are thrilled 
to have Rabbi Judith Schindler, 
associate professor of Jewish 
Studies and director of the Stan 
Greenspon Holocaust and So-
cial Justice Education Center at 
Queens University of Charlotte 
and Jessica Wilson, East Coast 
market development manager at 
CarbonCure Technologies and 
owner of Yellow Rose Micro-
farm in Winnabow, North Caro-
lina, share their perspectives on 
the importance of our connec-
tion to the soil. The fi lm is nar-
rated by Woody Harrelson and 

features many prominent envi-
ronmental advocates, including 
Gisele Bündchen, Tom Brady, 
and Jason Mraz. To register for 
the event, please visit www.sha-
lomgreenCLT.org.

Additional Resources:
If you are unable to join us 

in person, "Kiss the Ground" is 
available on Netfl ix. For infor-
mation and resources about re-
generative agriculture including 
virtual courses, fact sheets, and 
more, please visit the fi lm’s web-

site: https://kisstheground.com/.
This article includes informa-

tion from the following sites; if 
you’d like to learn more, please 
visit:

https://www.epa.gov/cli-
mate-change/what-you-can-do-
about-climate-change

www.regenerationinternation-
al.org

https://www.usda.gov/topics/
organic

https://www.climatereali-
typroject.org/blog/what-regen-
erative-agriculture

Jewish tradition teaches the 
importance of caring for the en-
vironment, for we must act as 
partners in preserving creation. 
If you are interested in support-
ing Shalom Green or have ideas 
for educational programming, 
please contact us at info@sha-
lomgreenCLT.org. Like us on 
Facebook, follow us on Twitter 
and Instagram @ShalomGreen_
CLT, and visit our website at 
www.shalomgreenCLT.org.
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Bal Tashchit and Beyond: Movie Night Features 
"Kiss the Ground"

Estate Planning
Estate and Trust Administration
Pre-Marital Agreements
Charitable Planning and Entities
General Corporate and Tax Law
Business Succession Planning

5401 Lancelot Drive
Charlotte, NC 28270

704.846.3607 office
704.756.3626 cell
MGOLDSTEIN@MGOLDLAW.COM
WWW.MGOLDLAW.COM

Meg D. Goldstein
Attorney-At-Law

SCREENING
NOVEMBER 4!

SHALOM GREEN

Jewish Values, Sustainable Living

Shalom Park Environmental Initiative

S h a l o m  P a r k   E n v i r o n m e n t a l   I n i t i a t i v e



expensive and rarely offered 
in larger economy sizes. Emily 
Brown, founder of Food Equal-
ity Initiative (FEI, Kansas City, 
Missouri), noted that a typically 
inexpensive pancake dinner be-
comes a meal that’s reserved for 
special occasions.

Especially in food deserts — 
areas where healthy food is not 
available — convenience and 
grocery stores are not likely to 
carry allergy-friendly items. The 
need to go to multiple stores 
costs time and money. In fact, 
many parents report having to 
make a career change to care for 
their children with food allergies, 
citing 15 or more hours a week 
managing their child’s food aller-
gies, with the care costing over 
$4,000 per child with a food al-
lergy.

Some examples of where 
FOODiversity steps in to fi ght to 
improve the health and quality of 
lives for those at the intersection 
of food insecurity and food aller-
gy/celiac disease are: 

Food pantries
In the wake of COVID-19, 

food pantries are busier than 
ever and have a difficult time 
accommodating all of their cli-
ents’ dietary needs. Maintaining 
the exact product off erings to ac-
commodate special diets, as well 
as storing, shelving and distrib-
uting these items, has staff  and 
volunteers working overtime. 

FOODiversity connects food 
pantries’ clients with resources, 
such as FEI and Mend Hun-
ger, for direct delivery of safe, 
shelf-stable foods. This way, 
food pantries can focus on mak-
ing sure these same clients get 
fresh produce, meats, and other 
perishable items from their orga-
nizations. The clients now also 
have access to a consistent and 
reliable source of supplemental 
foods. 

For emergency foods while 
clients are getting set up with 
direct access, FOODiversity 
provides grants to pantries for 
the purchase of allergy-friend-
ly products. Also, through part-
nerships with national advocacy 
organizations such as Food Al-
lergy Research and Education
(FARE) and Food Allergy & 
Anaphylaxis Connection Team
(FAACT), FOODiversity pro-
vides handout materials about 
food allergies in both English 
and Spanish and has even con-
ducted food allergy information 
sessions for clients.

Schools and Backpack 
Meal Programs

FOODiversity collaborates 
with backpack programs to 
provide weekend food for stu-
dents. FOODiversity also keeps 

schools abreast of grant oppor-
tunities for Title I students that 
support nurses, cafeterias and 
PTOs in their eff orts to keep the 
many students with food aller-
gies safe and healthy.

Health-Care Providers
Knowing the great strain that a 

diagnosis can place on a family’s 
budget, FOODiversity requests 
that providers share its resources 
with all patients managing food 
allergy or celiac disease, not just 
those identifi ed as food insecure. 
Reducing the barriers to safe 
food, information, and quality 
health care will hopefully low-
er the current food allergy price 
tag ($4.3 billion yearly in direct 
medical costs) for allergy-related 
hospitalizations, and doctor and 
emergency room visits. 

Pake’s FOODiversity inspi-
rations include her own family’s 
experience with food allergies 
and Emily Brown, founder of 
FEI. Brown struck a chord with 
Pake when she presented a we-
binar about the work of FEI and 
her vision that “all patients have 

access to the nutritious foods that 
meet their prescribed diets.”

FOODiversity’s founding 
board of directors includes Pake 

(president) of Mooresville, Mar-
cus Thomas (vice president) of 
Greensboro, Ginger Missert 
(treasurer) and Maureen Scott 
(secretary), both of Moores-
ville, and Reed Pake of Boston, 
Massachusetts. FOODiversity
operates as Carolina FOODiver-

sity in North Carolina and South 
Carolina and also assists clients 
nationwide.

For those interested in learning 
more, email info@carolinafoo-
diversity.org, or visit Facebook 
(bit.ly/FOODiversity) or Twitter 
(bit.ly/FOODiversityTweets). 

To make a donation: bit.ly/
GiveSafeFOOD.

For additional information, 
please contact Wendy Gordon 
Pake at (704) 904-6768 or wpa-
ke@carolinafoodiversity.org. 

The Charlott e Jewish News - November 2021 - Page 11

Premier Concierge  
Property Management

www. ro skindhomes . com

Hunter Roskind
Realtor®/Broker

If you or anyone you know have 
a property in need of a property 

manager, please call me at:

980.288.5616
hroskind@gmail.com

Richard Roskind
Realtor®/Broker
LICENSED IN NC & SC

704.905.6175
rcroskind@aol.com

Brokerage 
Residential & Commercial

FOODiversity 
(Continued from page 9)

Gluten-friendly lunches for a home-
less shelter



By Julie Loftis
The first night of Hanukkah 

begins in November this year, 
just three days after Thanksgiv-
ing. They are two separate, un-
related holidays celebrated for 
different reasons with unique 
traditions, but when you think 
about it, they actually have a 
great deal in common.

The first Thanksgiving meal 
was a celebration among colo-
nists and Indigenous Americans, 
an event commemorating the end 
of a successful harvest despite 
fighting the harsh winter and 
widespread disease. Pilgrims in 
attendance, many of whom had 
sought refuge in the new land 
to escape religious persecution, 
were able to enjoy religious free-
dom.

According to Tzvi Freeman on 
Chabad.org, “That’s Hanukkah, 
as well: a narrative deeply em-
bedded in the collective Jewish 
psyche of how we fought back 
against religious oppression in 
our own land, earned our free-
dom, and thanked G-d for the 
miracles.”

Today we celebrate the 
warmth of the season of over-
coming obstacles and focusing 
on gratitude during the Thanks-
giving meal and lighting of me-

norahs. Lighting the menorah 
commemorates the miracle of the 
oil that lasted eight days instead 
of one. Hanukkah, also known as 
the Festival of Lights, reminds 
us to bring light into dark, hope 
where there had been none. We 
can symbolically spread light in 
our community by carrying out 
our task of tikkun olam, repair-
ing the world. Our world can be 
transformed by kindness. How-
ever, during a holiday season 
when giving thanks is the norm, 
Jewish Family Services (JFS) is 
responding to the needs of those 
who have a hard time seeing the 
light or finding thankfulness in 
their world. 

During this holiday season, 
JFS works hard to not only re-
spond to people’s day-to-day 
challenges but also to ensure that 
members of our community who 
are struggling can also enjoy 
some of the holiday traditions 
many of us take for granted. It is 
also when we rely on those who 
want to help support our efforts. 
Below are just a few ways that 
you can help JFS provide indi-
viduals and families with the op-
portunity to celebrate the miracle 
of the Festival of Lights or truly 
give thanks over a Thanksgiving 
meal and meet the ongoing needs 
of our community. 

Donate to the food pantry: 
Food is a must for any holi-
day! During this time of year, 
we stock up the pantry to make 
sure everyone in our community 
has the necessary supplies to “fix 
all the trimmings” for a holiday 
meal and that nobody goes hun-
gry. 

Grocery gift cards: For some 
families, purchasing a tradition-
al Thanksgiving turkey dinner 
could mean not paying a utility 
bill or purchasing gas for their 
car. For Thanksgiving, JFS sup-
plements food pantry orders with 
gift cards to allow families to en-
joy the traditional Thanksgiving 
dinner. Gift cards ranging from 
$10 to $50 can help families with 
needs ranging from purchasing 
just the turkey to those who need 
help with the full meal.

Dreidel Drive (October 
11-November 10): Help us bring 
connections, smiles, and light to 

children, grandparents, seniors, 
and survivors to celebrate this 
joyous holiday. Participation 
is easy — purchase a gift card, 
indicate the amount on the gift 
card, and turn it in to JFS. Pre-
ferred gifts cards include Target, 
Walmart, grocery stores, or Am-
azon (hard copy, no digital gift 
cards, please). 

Family to Family Annual 
Campaign: While the holiday 
season may last a couple of 
months, the needs of our com-
munity last throughout the year. 
Our Family to Family campaign 
is a major source of funding that 
ensures we can meet the needs of 
those in our community affected 
by issues such as mental health, 
aging, food and financial insecu-
rity, and family violence all year 
long. 

Volunteer your time: JFS 
has a variety of opportunities, 
including helping the food pan-

try, visiting seniors, assembling 
and/or delivering birthday bags 
or holiday bags, and many other 
ways you can contribute your 
time. 

To get more information on 
any of these opportunities to 
support our community, please 
visit our website at www.jfschar-
lotte.org or call us at (704) 364-
6594. Donations and gift cards 
can be mailed to Jewish Family 
Services, 5007 Providence Rd., 
Suite 150, Charlotte, NC 28226.
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Giving Thanks and the Festival of Lights: Two 
Holidays Come Together

For a Speedy Recovery of Leonard Marco
Paul and Lynn Edelstein
For a Speedy Recovery of Marnie Strumwasser
Stanley Greenspon
For a Speedy Recovery of Norman Steinberger
Stanley Greenspon
In Celebration - Happy Birthday Harriet Perlin
Richard and Linda Bressler
David and Debra Van Glish
In Appreciation of Cantor Shira Lissek
Stanley Greenspon
In Appreciation of Rabbi Judy Schindler
Stanley Greenspon
In Appreciation of Norman Steinberger
Robert and Joyce Stoll
In Appreciation of Rabbi Michael Wolk
Stanley Greenspon
In Honor of Don Bernstein
Matthew Gromet and Phyllis Schultz
In Honor of Kathleen Purvis
Temple Israel Social Club
In Honor of Louis Sinkoe
Allan and Marcelle Oxman
In Memory of Martin Bernstein
Maxwell and Susan Greenman

In Memory of Audrey Madans
Maxwell and Susan Greenman
In Memory of Kenneth Markiewitz
Lori Trapani
In Memory of Jack Poznanski
Francine Poznanski
In Memory of Manuel Rosenfield
George and Andrea Cronson
In Memory of Larry Ross
Michael and Myra Woland
In Memory of Ann Girson Schorr
Allen Saxe and Jessica Schorr Saxe
In Memory of Fred Shporer
Lisa Shporer
In Memory of Donna Witikka
Paul and Lynn Edelstein
Jake and Vera Mendel
Mazel Tov to Rabbi Dusty Klass
Carol Lash
Mazel Tov to Penina Polsky
Maxwell and Susan Greenman
Mazel Tov to Lucy Silverstein
Maxwell and Susan Greenman
Mazel Tov to Liza Simon
Maxwell and Susan Greenman

Volunteers:  Marcia Arnholt, Mike Arnholt, Suzy Catennazo, Dan Coblenz, Jonathan Collman, Andrea 
Cronson, Julie Dermack, Sheryl Effren, Terri Fishman,  Rachel Friedman, Meredith Gartner, Amanda 
Gitlitz, Marty Goldfarb,  Jennifer Golynsky, Gail Halverson, Rebecca Hockfield, Oren Hubara, Bob Ja-
cobson, Michael Kaplan, Etti Krause, Elliot and Stephanie Krietman, Marcia Lampert, Adam Levy, Matt 
Luftglass, Gene Marx, Frada Mozenter, Barbara Rein, Nina Rose, Lynne Sheffer, Janice Shubin, Cindy 
Siesel, Louis Sinkoe, Lorin, Stiefel, Ken Stern, Steve Teich, David and Beth Thrope,,Gail Vogel, Susan 
Webber, Nancy Wielunski, Jan Weiner, Amanda Zaidman

Thank you for making Rosh Hashanah special for our seniors: Madeline Aaron, Suzy and Joshua 
Catenazzo, Shai Fargian and Yafo Kitchen, Amanda Gitlitz, Jodie Joseph, Karen Knoble, Matt Luftglass, 
Rebecca Hockfield, Ron Nadal and Golden Grains Bakery, Barbara Rein, Lynne Sheffer, Janice Shubin, 
Lorin Steifel, David and Beth Thrope, Ballantyne Jewish Center, Charlotte Jewish Day School

Special Thanks: Temple Israel and congregants for incredible High Holiday food drive and staff at 
Moishe House for transporting donations

Hadassah Meal Preppies: Sharon Cavanaugh, Karen Futtersak, Sara Friedman, June Hirschmann, 
Yvette Jacobson, Judy Kaufman, Penny Krieger, Andy McCleary, Helene Schillian,  Elissa Vining, Kyle 
Vining

Shalom Green: Thank you for continuing to harvest fresh produce (eggplant, tomatoes, green beans, 
peppers, herbs, figs) for our clients.

Food Pantry Donations: To our generous community: Thank you for continuing to donate to the food 
pantry. We could not run the pantry without your incredible donations.

JFS Tributes September 2021

JFS Volunteers & Donors September 

Josh Rubin’s Plumbing, LLC
LICENSED  BONDED  INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Layouts for slabs  Roughin and Finish
Water Heater Repairs and Replacement

Kitchen/Bath Remodeling
Toilets, Tubs, Faucets, Sink, and Disposal 

Repairs/Replacement
~ 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE ~

NC State Lic. #29197           SC State Lic. #M110508

7045174918
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National Caregiver Awareness: Heroes Among Us
Howard Olshansky, JFS Execu-
tive Director

In 2013, November was de-
clared National Family Care-
givers Month to raise awareness 
for caregivers and improve their 
lives and overall well-being. It is 
a time to honor those who care 
for elderly, sick, or disabled 
loved ones and to recognize their 
significant efforts. According to 
the Family Caregiver Alliance:

About 34.2 million Ameri-
cans have provided unpaid care 
to an adult age 50 or older.

Approximately 39.8 million 
caregivers, 16.6% of Americans, 
provide care to adults (ages 18+) 
with a disability or illness.

About 15.7 million adult fam-
ily caregivers care for someone 
who has Alzheimer’s disease or 
other dementia.

Caregivers may provide phys-
ical and/or emotional support to 
their loved one living with them, 
independently, or in a residen-
tial care facility. Caregiving can 
range from taking a parent to the 
doctor every month and picking 
up necessary medications to 
providing complete care for a 
spouse who is wheelchair bound 
and needs assistance with all as-
pects of physical care, including 
bathing, eating, toileting, and 
dressing. For most, caregiving 
falls somewhere in the middle. 

For example, Ilene is 90 and 
lives by herself. She is slightly 
frail but can get around with 
just a cane for support. She can 
bathe, feed herself, and take her 
own medications — when she 
remembers. Ilene has short-term 
memory lapses. Though she can 
care for herself, she doesn’t re-
member if she ate, took her med-
ications, or showered. Ilene lives 
on her own because her daugh-

ter, Sherry, lives a mile down the 
road and checks in on her twice 
a day. Sherry organized Ilene’s 
apartment with daily labels on 
her food, medications, cloth-
ing, and so on. Sherry checks 
whether Ilene has taken care of 
her daily needs and provides her 
with socialization, taking her out 
and sitting with her every day — 
twice a day. 

With seniors living longer, 
caregiving has become increas-
ingly challenging, so much so 
that the Centers for Disease Con-
trol (CDC) have identified care-
giving as an important health-
care issue, in its own right. First 
Light Home Care has identified 
some of the biggest challenges 
facing family caregivers*:

Emotional and physical 
stress: Studies confirm that 
caregivers have higher levels of 
stress, anxiety, depression and 
other mental health challenges 
compared to non-caregivers.

Loss of self-identity: Care-
givers feel they have less control 
over their own lives. The more 
time they spend caring for some-
one else, the less time they have 
for themselves, their friends and 
other loved ones. They often 
lose a sense of who they are 
outside of their caregiving role. 

Lack of time for self-care: 
Caregivers lack time and energy 
to do things like prepare nutri-
tious meals for themselves or 
exercise. They’re often too men-
tally and physically exhausted to 
socialize or spend time doing the 
things they enjoy.

Financial strain: 
Helping a loved one can 
significantly impact a caregiver’s 
finances. Family caregivers tend 
to miss work, leave early or quit 
their jobs altogether.

Feelings of isolation: A care-
giver may be lonely caused by a 
withdrawal from previous hab-
its and lifestyle. They often feel 
isolated and alone in caregiving 
duties and, without support from 
others, they believe no one re-
ally understands their situation.

Sleep deprivation: Can be a 
big issue and can occur for sev-
eral reasons, including overall 
worry or concern for their loved 
one, staying up late to get their 
own tasks finished, or managing 
their loved one’s erratic sleep-
wake cycle. Sleep deprivation 
can take a huge toll on a caregiv-
er who is already experiencing 
the stress of burning the candle 
at both ends.

The need to do it all them-
selves: Many caregivers are 
ashamed or afraid to ask for 
help from others. They want to 
assume the full caregiver burden 
and think asking for assistance 
may be a weakness. They want 
others to think they’ve got this 
and that everything is under con-
trol.

This highlights the impor-
tance of self-care. As a caregiv-
er, if you are not taking care of 
yourself, you are doing a disser-
vice to yourself and the loved 
one you are trying to help. Na-
tional Family Caregivers Month 
is a good time to reflect on your 
own needs and take inventory of 
your own care. A few tips:

Identify your own emotion-
al support, possibly a spouse, 
friend, son or daughter or a sup-
port group. 

Organize activities and carve 
out time for yourself.

Get adequate sleep.
Pay attention to your own 

mental health and seek profes-
sional help if necessary.

For more information on 
caregiver support or to join a 
Caregiver Support Group, con-
tact Jewish Family Services at 
(704) 364-6594.

*(https://www.firstlighth-

omecare.com/blog/2019/11/07/
the-biggest-challenges-fac-
ing-family-caregivers/)

$2 OFF
Any Purchase 
of $10 or more

with this ad

Mike Sadri
Arboretum Shopping Center

7045415099
fax: 7045415989

Only 1 coupon per transaction. 
Expires 11/30/2021

704-541-5099

Take Out or Delivery 
with Doordash

$2 OFF
Any Purchase

 of $10 or more 
with this ad

Mike Sadri
Arboretum Shopping Center

fax: (704) 541-5989



By Rabbi Yossi Groner
A grand Jewish holiday con-

cert will be held on the first night 
of Hanukkah, Sunday, Novem-
ber 28, at Symphony Park in 
SouthPark. The internationally 
popular California group 8th Day 
will be performing with a spec-
tacular song and music festival 
that will lift your spirits and ig-
nite your soul.

The theme of this Hanukkah 
concert is Jewish Unity and 
Pride, Celebrating the Light of 
Hanukkah.  

In a time of polarization and 
disenfranchisement, Hanukkah 
is an opportunity to rise above it 
all and to be uplifted in unity and 
love. Hanukkah is a festival that 
binds us all, as it has a universal 
message that resonates with all 
of us.

The human soul is the candle 
of G-d (Proverbs 20:27). On 
Hanukkah, when we kindle our 
menorahs, we are also kindling 
our souls. The eternal message 
of Hanukkah is that a little light 
dispels a lot of darkness. What 
better way to ignite our souls 

than by joining for a community 
event in SouthPark with a fantas-
tically amazing music concert.

8th Day Band will entertain 
and engage us with original 
songs coming from the heart, 
expressing deep Jewish ideals 
through contemporary music 
and song. There will be a grand 
menorah lighting on a towering 
menorah along with food and 
other Hanukkah delights. 

8 t h  D a y  i s  a n 
American Hasidic pop rock band 
based in  Los  Alamitos , 
California. Formed in 2004 by 
brothers Shmuel and Bentzion 
Marcus, the group gained popu-
larity in the Jewish music scene 
with its album Chasing Proph-
ecy (2011) and its lead single, 
“Ya’alili”, whose video became 
a minor viral hit on YouTube. 
As of 2017, the group has re-
leased seven studio albums and 
one live album. It has performed 
at venues throughout the coun-
try and abroad, including Lin-
coln Center for the Performing 
Arts, American Airlines Arena, 
and Universal CityWalk.

The Hanukkah concert spec-
tacular will be held at Symphony 
Park,  SouthPark, 4400 Sharon 
Rd, Charlotte, NC 28211 Gen-
eral admission tickets are $18 
per person / $54 per family. VIP 
Seating will be available for 
$118 per seat. Hanukkah holi-
day treats will be offered to all 
participants at the Park.

Delicious kosher deli dinners 
can be ordered for $15 per per-
son. All food will prepared  by 
Kosher Charlotte.

To purchase tickets or order 
food, please visit chabadnc.org/
concert. 

Sponsorships will be avail-
able starting at $360, which 
will include mention in event 
marketing materials and at the 
event. Contact Rabbi Cohen 
at rabbicohen@chabad.org or 
(704) 366-3984 for more infor-
mation. 

Grand Outdoor Concert Celebrating Unity and 
Light on the First Night of Hanukkah

Religious Life
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FIRST NIGHT OF CHANUK AH

J O I N  C H A B A D  O F  C H A R L O T T E  O N  T H E  

Charlotte Jewish 
Unity Concert  

8TH DAY
with

C H A BA DNC .O RG/CO NC E R T

ב"ה

+ MENOR AH LIGHTING

F I R S T  N I G H T  O F  C H A N U K A H  

More details
on page 19

OUTDOORS @ SYMPHONY PARK

or call 704-366-3984

G E T  T I C K E T S  AT  

SUNDAY, NOV 28 @ 5PM

Community-Wide Event to Be Held at Symphony Park on Sunday November 28
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SAVE THE DATE

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT FUTURE EVENTS, 
VISIT OUR “UPCOMING PROGRAMS” PAGE AT TEMPLEISRAELNC.ORG

Our House. Your Home.
templeisraelnc.org

Your Home.

On the Bimah
featuring    Cantors  featuring    Cantors 

Shira    Lissek    &    Laurie    AkersShira    Lissek    &    Laurie    Akers

S u n day S u n day
 D ec em b er    1 2,    5    p.m. D ec em b er    1 2,    5    p.m.



By Cantor Mary Thomas
Elohai neshama shenatata bi 

tehora hi — Oh God, the soul-
breath you have given me is 
pure. 

Atah b’rata, Atah y’tzarta, 
Atah nefachta bi — You created 
it, You shaped it, You implanted 
it within me.

Each morning, we give thanks 
to God for the life-giving breath 
within our bodies. With these 
words from the siddur, we focus 
on deep cleansing breaths that 
connect us to our Creator. 

Singing requires a great deal 
of body awareness and a sense 
of connection to different sys-
tems and mechanisms within 
the body: posture, alignment, 
strength, coordination, focus, 
and, most important — breath-
ing. As a middle school and 
high school singer, I learned to 
breathe, or so I thought. I kept 
my shoulders down and back and 
was aware of my ribcage. It was 
not until my first year of grad-
uate school at Hebrew Union 
College - Jewish Institute of Re-
ligion (HUC-JIR) that I realized 

I had never learned to breathe 
adequately enough to sing at the 
level that I wanted. During my 
first year at HUC-JIR in Jerusa-
lem, I had one very frustrating, 
but truth-telling voice teacher 
who helped me understand just 
how far I still had to go to learn 
to breathe. I sang laying on my 
back on the floor; I sang in yoga 
poses; I sang upside down — all 
to no avail. I was still unable to 
connect fully with my breath. 
Thankfully, in my mid-twenties, 
when I got to New York for the 
remainder of seminary, I found 
a voice teacher who helped me 
to understand proper breathing 
for singing for the first time ever. 

The LA Opera and UCLA 
Medical Center have a pilot 
program in which opera sing-
ers teach those recovering from 
serious COVID-19 infections 
to breathe. Opera singers are 
working with patients who were 
intubated and need to be retaught 
the most basic breathing func-
tions, as well as with those with 
diminished lung capacity. They 
are teaching them how to access 

the fullness of their breath and to 
breathe efficiently for maximum 
access to oxygen. The program 
has many transformative stories, 
including a man who went from 
being on supplemental oxygen, 
barely able to do the simplest 
exercise at the beginning of 
the course, to singing Amazing 
Grace in praise and gratitude for 
the return of breath to his body. 

Art has the power to heal and 
to do so in ways we may not ex-
pect, including actually enabling 
us to grow in our physiological 
ability to breathe. Art helps us to 
see the world more clearly. Art 
sparks memories from long ago. 
Art helps us to feel our own feel-
ings and come into awareness of 
that which we have buried deep 
inside of ourselves. Art connects 
us to our past and helps us imag-
ine our futures. Art connects us 
to one another and fosters mutual 
understanding. Art, for so many 
of us, is life.

Please join us online for the 
Annual Citywide MeckMIN In-
terfaith Thanksgiving Service, 
"The Art of Gratitude and the 

Heart of Healing", on Tuesday 
November 23 at 7 p.m. on Meck-
MIN’s Facebook page. This 
year’s service will feature visu-
al and performing artists from 
across Charlotte whose works 
offer praise and inspire healing. 
The MeckMIN Thanksgiving 
service is a long-standing tradi-
tion in our community, created 
in 1975 by Rev. Dr. Sidney Free-
man, minister of the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Charlotte 
and Rabbi Harold Krantzler of 
Temple Beth El. Each year since, 
we take this time as a community 
to gather, even virtually, in song, 
praise, gratitude, and to have a 
sense that we are one piece of 
a greater Charlotte community. 
For so many, this service is the 
official beginning to Thanksgiv-
ing. I hope that you will join us. 

I still forget to breathe some-
times. I think we all do. For me, 
I may begin to practice or to pray 
and it can take me many minutes 
to realize that I have not yet ar-
rived fully into my breath. It is in 
the awakening of that awareness 
that we have the opportunity to 

change the course of the moment 
and — breathe deeply and fully, 
allowing the life-breath to fill 
every part of our lungs. 

Psalm 150 exhorts us: kol 
haneshama tehaleil Yah — let 
everything filled with life-breath 
praise God. May we breathe 
deeply and in that fullness of 
breath, fill the world with grat-
itude and praise. May we, in 
God’s image, breathe our world 
into being through art, poetry, 
song, dance, a well-cooked meal, 
a football thrown, a puzzle com-
pleted, a kind word spoken, a 
helping hand lent. This Thanks-
giving, may we connect to the 
gratitude that enables us to create 
the world we long to see.

Visit https://www.meckmin.
org/meckmin-interfaith-thanks-
giving for more information 
about the MeckMIN Communi-
ty-wide Interfaith Thanksgiving 
service.
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Breathe! It’s Almost Thanksgiving
Religious Life

DISCOVERED
TRADITIONS

We have a great selection of Chanukah items including dreidels, candles, 

menorahs, gelt, children's books, tableware, party goods and socks. 

We also have a tremendous gift selection including Chanukah collectibles.

S H O P  O N L I N E :   W W W . T B E C L T G I F T S H O P . C O M

Shop Chanukah at

GIFT SHOP AT TEMPLE BETH EL

 OPEN TUESDAY-FRIDAY 10:00AM-3:00 PM AND SUNDAY 9:00AM-11:00AM 
 

PHONE: 704.749.3060  |  EMAIL: GIFTSHOP@TEMPLEBETHEL.ORG
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CHANUKAH WITH

W W W . T B E C LT G AT E WAY . C O M

Sunday, November 28 – Sunday, December 5 | 6:00pm
Join us on Facebook Live @TBECLT

TBE
Tuesday, November 30 | 6:30pm

Friday, December 3 | 6:00pm

LIBERTY
Friday, December 3 | 6:00pm

Friday, December 3 | 7:15pm

Sunday, December 5 | 4:30pm

WWW.TBECLTGIFTSHOP.COM

Sunday, November 28 – Sunday, December 5 | 6:00pm
Join us on Facebook Live @TBEC

TBE
Tuesday, November 30 | 6:30pm

riday, December 3 | 6:00pm

LIBERTY
Friday, December 3 | 6:00pm

riday, December 3 | 7:15pm

W T B E C LT G AT E WAY C O

Sunday, December 5 | 4:30pm

*Registration Required to Attend this event. All event attendees must follow TBE COVID-19 Policies. Please wear a mask at all times except while eating and drinking.*Registration required to attend this event. All event attendees must follow TBE COVID-19 Policies. Please wear a mask at all times except while eating and drinking.



By  Laurabree Monday
“Be the teacup when it mat-

ters!” my 10-year-old son, Ethan, 
blurted out one night while we 
were in the middle of a family 
game night. “What?” we asked. 
“Did he make it up or hear it 
somewhere else?” However, he 
emphatically used words that 
somehow seemed appropriate in 
that moment. We took it to mean 
basically, get it together, rise to 
the occasion, win this thing — be 
the teacup when it matters. OK, 
buddy, OK. 

Sometimes he’s going for a 
laugh, and sometimes he genu-
inely asks pretty deep questions, 
like a recent one at bedtime, 
“What’s the meaning of life?” 
Again he was maybe asking 
tongue-in-cheek, but it was still 
a real question, a loaded question 
for sure. As a parent, you want 
to answer questions as best you 
can; I’m not sure I’ve come up 
with a good answer for that one 
yet! 

My name is Laurabree Mon-
day, the daughter of Wendy and 
Roy Weinberger. My parents 
use humor and storytelling to 
get through not just the good 

times but also any bad times 
that may arise. My mother was 
an incredible storyteller and gave 
many High Holiday speeches at 
Temple Solel, memorable sto-
ries people still talk about, such 
as the Bar Mitzvah conversation 
she had with President Jimmy 
Carter during one of his Bible 
studies or her tales about family 
dinners while she was growing 
up in Montreal — dinners where 
you never knew who was going 
to be at the table, to name just a 
couple.

COVID has brought heartache 
and loss for many. It caused and is 
still causing fear and depression, 
and more than a year later, we 
are still holding virtual services 
because it’s still the safest way to 
go. Some of you may have found 
a sense of closeness to the peo-
ple around you and perhaps were 
fortunate enough to live with or 
near them. Back in 2015, we 
built a home seven doors down 
from my parents’ house in Fort 
Mill. We had many good times 
and cute visuals of my kids pull-
ing their wagon down the street 
for a sleepover at Nanny and 
Papa’s house. Then COVID hit, 

and everything stopped. We had 
to be creative as a family just to 
eat meals together.

My mother passed away 
in December of last year; she 
bravely fought Parkinson’s for 
many years, but it was a brain 
aneurysm that took her. Even 
the day she died though, she 
was making funny jokes while 
some home health workers visit-
ed, giving them the grand tour of 
the house — making an impres-
sion even during that brief visit. 
That’s the thing — she could 
make a diff erence in others’ lives 
and perspective in just minutes, 
always with the best advice, giv-
en in the most caring way, and 
usually with some good humor 
to boot. 

Earlier this month a dear 
friend lost her sister-in-law. She 
had to be strong for her family, 
put a beautiful video together, 
and give the eulogy. When I 
showed up, quiche in hand, after 
the funeral, she was understand-
ably spent. It’s a gift to be able to 

give hugs these days and a gift to 
be able to make someone laugh 
at a low point. And you know 
what made her laugh? I told her 
the teacup story and said, “You 
were one heck of a teacup this 
week.” Let’s be the teacup when 
it matters — hold it together, be 
someone who can be counted on, 
and be here for each other.

So I think interestingly 
enough, my 10-year-old son 
actually has things pretty well 
figured out. For our family at 
least, the meaning of life is rela-
tionships, surrounding yourself 
with people who make you a bet-
ter version of yourself and bring 
out the best in you. Put energy 
into the people who show up, 
who have your back, and who 
provide a net when you need 
it. And have laughter, always 
laughter. My people are going 
to understand that sometimes, 
being a teacup when it matters 
may be about the only thing that 
actually matters or makes any 
sense in a world that feels very 

broken, especially now.
We are pleased to announce, 

with the help of the Jewish Fed-
eration of Greater Charlotte, 
Temple Solel is sponsoring the 
annual Hanukkah music celebra-
tion with “The Ruach.” All are 
welcome to attend online Friday, 
December 3 at 7 p.m. Check our 
website for details.

Temple Solel holds regular 
Shabbat services at 7 p.m. on 
the second and fourth Fridays of 
each month via Zoom during the 
pandemic, and hopes to resume 
services when appropriate at Be-
lair UMC Family Life Center, 
8095 Shelley Mullis Rd., Fort 
Mill, SC 29707. For more infor-
mation see templesolelSC.org, 
write us at info@templesolelSC.
org or call (803) 610-1707.

Religious Life

Be the Teacup
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Th e Ruach Gets Its Groove On
By Peter Levinson

January 17, 2020, was an eve-
ning to remember. The Ruach 
Community gathered at Middle 
C Jazz Club for an evening of ru-
ach and rock. The Ruach kicked 
the evening off  with The Shabbat 
Experience, and then Coconut 
Groove Band, one of the area’s 
top cover bands, took the stage 
to play a set of classic rock. The 
room was fi lled with good vibes. 
You know how people always 
say, “Good Shabbos?” This was 
a great Shabbos!

The Ruach and Coconut 
Groove Band have a natural con-
nection. Eric Marder, bass player 
and a vocalist with CGB, plays 
rhythm guitar and sings with The 
Ruach. Tommy Willhelm is the 
drummer for both bands.

Friday, November 12, 2021, 
will be a reprise of that magi-
cal evening 22 months ago, this 
time at Heist Barrel Arts at 1030 
Woodward Avenue. The Shabbat 
Experience will get underway at 
6:45 p.m. followed by Coconut 
Groove Band at 8:30 p.m. There 
is no cost to attend, but you’ll 

want to get there early to make 
sure you get a seat. Food will be 
available for purchase, as will 
adult beverages and soft drinks.

The Shabbat Experience is an 
inspiring, joyful, and relatable 
celebration of Shabbat, a modern 
Friday night service built on Jew-
ish tradition. It follows the order 
of a traditional Shabbat service. 
All the elements are there: candle 
lighting, Shema, Mourners’ Kad-
dish, plus lots of meaningful and 
uplifting new Jewish music writ-
ten by The Ruach and by many 
other well-known Jewish artists. 

The Ruach is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization whose 
mission is to spread the joy of 
Judaism through modern wor-
ship experiences that are fi lled 
with new uplifting, spiritual, 
and joyous meaningful music. 
Experiences are supported solely 
through voluntary contributions 
together with a small grant from 
The Jewish Federation of Greater 
Charlotte.

Follow The Ruach on Face-
book (www.facebook.com/
theruachband), Instagram (@
the.ruach.new.jewish.music), 
and Twitter (@TheRuachSpirit). 
Subscribe to The Ruach’s You-
Tube channel (www.youtube.
com/theruachband). For more 
information, email The Ruach: 
the.ruach.band@gmail.com.

We have fun sett ing the standard in treating both
kids and adults with braces and invisal ign!

We have fun sett ing the standard in treating both
kids and adults with braces and invisal ign!
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J O I N  C H A B A D  O F  C H A R L O T T E  O N  
T H E  F I R S T  N I G H T  O F  C H A N U K A H  T O

ב"ה

C H A BA DNC .O RG/CO NC E R T

Charlotte 
Jewish 
Unity Concert  

8TH DAYwi
th

+ MENOR AH LIGHTING

or call 704-366-3984

G E T  T I C K E T S  AT  

General Admission $18
Ages 5 and under enter FREE

Includes VIP seats, and special mention at event

F O O DT I C K E T S

S P O N S O R S H I P  AVA I L A B L E

Family $54
VIP $118

SUNDAY, NOV 28 @ 5PM

Kosher Deli Dinner - $15 
(Pre-order by 11/22)

FREE Refreshments:
Donuts, Latkes, and Water

OUTDOORS @ 
SYMPHONY PARK 

Charlotte 
Jewish 



Ballantyne Jewish Center
For more information: www.JewishBallantyne.com

Menorah Lighting at Stonecrest 
Monday November 29, 5:30 p.m. 
7804 E Rea Road in the Stonecrest Shopping Center 
at the Fountains Plaza
Donuts, Latkes, Hot drinks, crafts & music
No charge. 

Menorah Lighting in Downtown Waxhaw
Wednesday December 1, 5:30 p.m.
E North Main St at the Overhead Bridge
Donuts, Latkes, crafts & music 
No charge. 

Hanukkah Wonderland  
An Immersive Hanukkah Experience for Ages 2-11
Wednesday, November 24
Friday, November 26
Sunday, November 28
7804 E Rea Road in the Stonecrest Shopping Center
$10 per child. Reservations required.

Chabad Lake Norman
For more information: chabadlakenorman.com 
Menorah Lighting
November 30, 5:30 p.m.
Birkdale Village, Huntersville

Chabad Young Jewish Professionals
Drinks & Dreidels
December 7, 7 p.m.
Ink N Ivy, 222 S. Church St., Charlotte, 28201

Congregation Ohr HaTorah
To purchase tickets or order food, please visit chabad-
nc.org/concert or call (704) 366-3984. 
Unity with Light & Music, Charlotte Jewish Unity Con-
cert, with 8th Day Band
Sunday, November 28th, 5 p.m. 
Symphony Park, 4400 Sharon Rd, Charlotte, NC 28211

8th Day Band will entertain and engage us with 
original songs coming from the heart, expressing deep 
Jewish ideals through contemporary music and song. 
There will be a grand menorah lighting on a tower-
ing menorah along with food and other Hanukkah 
delights. 

General admission tickets are $18 per person / $54 
per family. VIP Seating will be available for $118 per 
seat. Hanukkah holiday treats will be offered to all 
participants at the park.

Delicious kosher deli dinners can be ordered for $15 
per person. All food will prepared  by Kosher Char-
lotte.

Temple Beth El
Hanukkah 2021: Shine the Light
For more information visit www.tbecltgateway.com
Hanukkah Candle Lighting — Facebook Live
Sunday, November 28, 6:00 p.m.
Monday, November 29, 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday, November 30, 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 1, 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 2, 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, December 4, 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 5, 6:00 p.m.
Get your chanukiyah and candles ready! Join TBE cler-
gy to light the chanukiyah each night on Facebook.

Brotherhood Hanukkah Dinner and Candle-Lighting 
Tuesday, November 30, 6:30 p.m.
TBE Brotherhood is hosting a special Hanukkah Din-
ner and Candle Lighting with blessings by Rabbi Beth 
Nichols. Adult attendees are encouraged to bring their 
own chanukiyot, candles, and appetites. Register by 
Tuesday, November 23. [Registration form needed] 

Porch Southern Fried Chanukah 
Sunday, December 5, 4:30 p.m.
There will be fun for all ages as we celebrate with lots 
of latkes, fried chicken, candle lighting, and singing. 
Young adults, young couples, and families with young 
children are welcome! Register by Tuesday, November 
30. (Registration form needed.)

Hanukkah Shabbat Evening Service Temple Beth El, 
Zoom, and Facebook Live
Friday, December 3, 6 p.m.
This service is designed for our entire community and 
all are welcome. Stay after and enjoy a Hanukkah din-
ner celebration complete with latkes (Reservations 
required for dinner.) 
*Note: There is no 7:30 p.m. service on this holiday 
Shabbat.

Congregational Hanukkah Dinner 
Friday, December 3, 7:15 p.m.
Join us immediately following the 6 p.m. Hanukkah 
Shabbat evening service for a congregation-wide Ha-
nukkah celebration!. Registration required. Register by 
Monday, November 29. (Registration form needed).

LIBERTY Hanukkah Event 
Friday, December 3 at 6 p.m.
Everyone attending is required to follow Temple Beth 
El’s COVID-19 Policies. In case of inclement weather, 
this event will move indoors.

Temple Israel 
For information: www.templeisraelnc.org
WoTI Nosh, Hanukkah & Kibbitz: Learn to Make a 
Charcuterie/Food Board
Thursday, November 18, 7 p.m.

Social Club: Hanukkah Luncheon
Tuesday, November 30, 1 p.m.

Torah Tots: Hanukkah
Friday, December 3, 5:30 p.m.

Hanukkah Under the Stars 
Saturday, December 4, 6 p.m.

TI Youth: Kadima & USY Hanukah Harry (Grades 6-12)
Sunday, December 5, 6:30 p.m.

TI Youth: Mahar Edible Dreidels and Hanukkiahs 
(Grades 3-5)
Sunday, December 5, 12:15 p.m.

Torah on Tap: Vodka Latke with MoHo Charlotte
Saturday, December 11, 7 p.m.

Temple Kol Ami
For more information visit www.templekolamisc.org
or yorksynagogue@gmail.com
Hanukkah Shabbat
December 3, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia United Methodist Church, 1691 SC-160, 
Fort Mill, SC.
Bring your menorah as we kindle the lights of Hanuk-
kah together and enjoy some special holiday treats. 
Masks are required in the sanctuary. 

Temple Solel and The Ruach
For more information: www.templesolelsc.org or
the.ruach.band@gmail.com
Hanukkah Celebration with The Ruach Online Per-
formance
December 3, 7 p.m.
Through The Ruach’s YouTube channel (www.youtube.
com/theruachband), The Ruach will provide a virtu-
al uplifting modern Shabbat service including many 
songs of the Hanukkah season. It’s time for Hanukkah 
so put on your yarmulke!

ZABS Place and the Town of Matthews
Hanukkah Menorah Lighting in the Town Center (in 
front of the Matthews Library and Town Hall) 
Tuesday November 30th at 5:30 p.m.
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Celebrating Hanukkah in Greater Charlotte
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$4,523,389
2020

$5,000,000
2022

The Road to
$4,792,817

2021

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE.
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

Community’s central 
philanthropic organization

Passionately educate the community 
about and connect with the State of 
Israel

Help the community connect with 
their Jewish identity

The community builder, 
convener, and planner



$4,792,817 $4,792,817 792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792792,,,,,792,792792,792 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 817 ,817 ,,,817 ,817 ,817 ,,,817 ,,817 ,
CamPaIgN 2   21

817 817 
CamPaIgN 2   21CamPaIgN 2   21CamPaIgN 2   21CamPaIgN 2   21CamPaIgN 2   21CamPaIgN 2   21CamPaIgN 2   21CamPaIgN 2   21CamPaIgN 2   21

Theodore Herzl Society
$5,000 - $9,999
John Baron
Michael Baumstein
Philip Berman
Samuel Bernstein
Irving Bienstock
Michael Borchardt

Scott Gorelick
Neil Handelsman
Julian A. Hertz (of blessed 

memory)

David Jacobson
Robert Kipnis
David Kossove
Jonathan Kulbersh
Mark Lerner
Edwin Newman
Melvin Segal
Morris Sheffer
Jason Spiegler
Mark Vitner

Patriarchs
$3,600 - $4,999
Sanford Berlin
Andrew Plepler
David Ransenberg

Yitzhak Rabin Society
$1,800 - $3,599
Robert Abel
Anonymous
Andrew Bernstein
Eliot Brown
Frederick Dumas
Charles Gale
David Greenman
Herb Greenman
Brent Helton
Andrew Horwitz
Jonathan Howard
Marshall Karro
Richard Klein
Neal Kronovet
Ross C Levin
Samuel Levy
Jesse Lieberman
David Miller
Steven Raphael
Mark Roth
Harold Rousso
Marvin Shapiro
Gary Silverstein
Munroe L. Spivock Rev Trust
Joseph Steiner
Neal Taub
Robert Valenstein
David Van Glish
Michael Van Glish
Barnet Weinstock
Kim Worrel
Kyle Worrel

Menachem Begin
Society
$1,000 - $1,799
Anonymous
Stanley August

Craig Balick
Scott Finkelstein
Larry Fleishman
Colby Foster
Brett Goodman
Maxwell Greenman
Keith Greenspon
Jeffrey Halperin
Fred Kraus
David Lefkowitz
David Levi
Norman Levin
Ellis Levinson (of blessed mem-

ory)

Gerald Miller
Jeffrey Musler
Lee Pake
Salant Family Foundation Trust

In memory of Rubin Salant
Maury Seldin
Kerry Shafran
Arthur Solomon
Norman Steinberger
Andrew Tangalos
Moshe Usadi
Keith Wapner
Howard Widis
Robert Widis
Joseph Zucker

Bonim (Builders)
$365 - $999
Anonymous
Steven Berlin
Marty Birnbaum
Peter Blair
Barry Blau
David Cohen
Stuart Cojac
Robert Comen
Michael Eisner
William Elman
Larry Farber
Elliot Gartner
Burton Gellman
Alan Goldberg
Jonathan Goldberg
Jeffrey Goldsmith
Mark Goldsmith
Andy Griesinger
Philip Guller
Joel Horwich
Paul Jacobs
Robert Jacobson
Bruce Kantor
Jeff Klein
David Krefetz
Arthur Lavitt
Darin Levine
Andrew “Lucky” Levinson
Rabbi David Lipper

Moses Luski
Jeffrey Lyons
Albert Nalibotsky
Arthur Nevid
Michael Raffler
Arthur Roth
Michael Rousso
Michael Scharf
Kenneth Schorr
Allen Sherman
Arnold Snitz
Selwyn Spangenthal
Ernest Spevak
Donald Strauss
Kirk Tesch
Nathan Waldman
James Walton
Richard Zander

Shomrim (Guardians)
$100 - $364
Bruce Alpert
Anonymous
David Baskin
Daniel Benjamin
Steve Berenfeld
Adam Bernstein
George Bock
Edward Bograd
William Brightman
Evan Brown
James Bryan
Eric Cohen
Harvey Corzin
David Curson
Michael Dinerman
Peter Dreyer
Ronald Emerman
Glenn Freedman
Joe Freiberg
Douglas Gentile
Marty Goldfarb
David Gonzalez
Alan Gordon
William Grifenhagen
Jeffrey Hurwitz
Michael Kaplan
Steven Kaplan
Stephen Kaufmann
Eugene Kavadlo
Steve Kirschner
Matthew Kozlowski
Justin Kutcher
William Lee
Mark Lessne
David Levine
Phil Levine
Gary Levinson
Joshua Levy
Steven Listhaus
Allan Margolis

Charles Mays
Chad Moreland
Scott Moskowitz
David Neisler
Ian Netupsky
Hunter Nottingham
Kent Novell
Gregory O’Connor
Howard Olshansky
Mark Perlin
Stefan Pienkny
Marc Plotkin
George Popper
William Porter
Mark Rich
Karl Riedl
Cameron Rose
Ed Rose
Brent Rosen
Jack Rosen
Morris Rosen
Steven Rosenauer
Richard Roskind
Howard Ross
Robert Rothkopf
David Rousso
Leon Rutman
Mike Sadri
Jonah Sanderson
Keith Schwebel
James Shearer
Marc Silverstein
Richard Simmons
Gary Stern
Richard Stolar
Daniel Sucherman
Richard Sweet
Dennis Townsend
Charles Wallach
Tom Warshauer
Michael Weinberg
Stephen Wise
Steven Yaffe
Brian Yesowitch

Chaverim (Friends)
$1 - $99
Jack Allweil
Amazon Smile :)
Anonymous
William Bagdan
Harold Bankirer
Harvey Barer
Irving Brenner
Ira Chase
Stephen Copulsky
Ryan Cormack
Jeffrey Eggert
Michael Ferry
Ted Finkelstein
Daniel Fishman

Darren Frank
Robert Friedman
Adam Goldsmith
Aaron Goldstein
Barry Gordon
Bobby Harouni
Randall Hitt
Kenneth Hougui
Sherman Kahn
Seth Kane
Landon Kanner
Harvey Katowitz
Ron Kirk
Benjamin Kraus
Boris Krivitsky
Mel Labovitz
Steven Landau
Robert Larick
Jason Lecker
Michael Lieberman
Scott Lieberman
Jeffrey Lurie
Asaad Malak
Ross Mandell
Bob Marmor
Will Moskowitz
Calvin Newman
Mitch Ormand
Steven Ostrow
Jay Parton
Joseph Pearlman
David Perlman
Chris Polizzi
Daniel Rich
Al Rogat
Jeffrey Rosenbaum
Joel Safran
Richard Saver
Lloyd Scher
Brad Seader
Caleb Seidler
Barry Sherbal
David Siegel
Ryan Solomon
Daniel Stanton
Larry Stark
Richard Sterling
Edward Sucherman
David Thalberg
Jonah Toch
Peter Wallens
Roy Weinberger

Int’l Leadership 
Reunion
$250,000 and Above

The Leon Levine Foundation
Leon Levine  450,000 

The Howard R. Levine 
Foundation   
Howard Levine 400,000

Prime Minister’s 
Cabinet
$100,000 - $249,999

Eric Sklut 240,000 
Blumenthal Foundation

Alan, Philip and Samuel
Blumenthal 220,000 

Patty & Bill Gorelick Family 
Foundation
Bill Gorelick 110,000 

King David Society
$25,000 - $99,999

Luski & Associates 42,000 
Todd Gorelick 36,500 
Lawrence Brown 31,000 
David Cohen 25,000 

Joshua Society
$10,000 - $24,999

Richard Osborne  22,000 
Jerome Levin  17,500 
Harry Lerner  15,000 
Marc Silverman  15,000 
Paul Edelstein  14,500 
Larry Polsky  12,500 
Stanley Greenspon  11,500 
Samuel Zimmern  11,500 
Jeff Gorelick  11,000 
Hal Levinson  10,500 
Donald Bernstein  10,000 
David Epstein  10,000 
Richard Gross  10,000 
Alan Kronovet  10,000 
Peter Levinson  10,000 
Herb Morse  10,000 
Bradley Winer  10,000 

The Annual Campaign 
raises money to meet 

the needs of our 
beneficiaries at home, in 

Israel and around the world.

Anonymous
John and Gail Baron
Michael and Meredith Baumstein
Milton and Arlene Berkman
Donald and Barbara Bernstein
Samuel and Nancy Bernstein
Blumenthal Foundation

Alan, Philip and Samuel Blumenthal
Lee Blumenthal
Lawrence and Tracy Brown
David Cohen
Jeff Cohen and Judy Seldin-Cohen
Steven and Olivia Cohen
Paul and Lynn Edelstein

David and Aleen Epstein
Steve and Darcy Garfinkel
Stuart and Shari Goldstein
Barbara Goodman
Jeff and Bari Gorelick
Rael and Gabrielle Gorelick
Scott and Dana Gorelick
Todd and Stacy Gorelick
Stanley Greenspon
Richard and Annette Gross
Neil and Sharyn Handelsman
Robert and Nancy Kipnis
Jaime and Elise Kosofsky
Alan Kronovet and Cary Bernstein

Jonathan and Sara Kulbersh
Gary and Donna Lerner
Harry and Gloria Lerner
Mark and Alison Lerner
Jerome and Barbara Levin
Ross and Jennifer Levin
Daniel and Leigh Levine
Helene Levine
Howard Levine and Julie Lerner Levine
Hal and Holly Levinson
Peter Levinson
Luski & Associates

Isaac Luski and Luski Family
Gary and Jodi Michel

David and Risa Miller
Herb Morse and Ellen Joy Fields
Edwin and Jill Newman
Richard Osborne
Patty & Bill Gorelick Family Foundation

Bill Gorelick
Larry and Dale Polsky
Steven and Melissa Raphael
Linda Seigel
David and Julie Sheffer
Morris and Lynne Sheffer
Milton and Karen Silver
Marc and Mattye Silverman
Eric and Lori Sklut

Jason and Karen Spiegler
The Glenn and Stacey Eisenberg Family 
Foundation
The Grey Family
The Leon Levine Foundation

Leon and Sandra  Levine
Michael and Judie Van Glish
Mark and Amy Vitner
Bradley Winer
Elizabeth Star Winer
Kim and Sue Worrel
Samuel and Emily Zimmern
Zulman Family
Rosemary Zulman

Major Donors who contributed a combined minimum gift of $10,000 as of 9-30-2021

A NOTE TO OUR DONORS: 
You deserve to be properly and accurately 
recognized. If you find an error in your listing, 
please contact our office at 704.944.6757.

2021 Men’s Donor List



Lion of Judah
$5,000 - $9,999

Anonymous
Judy August
Amy Augustine
Cary Bernstein
Nancy Bernstein
Bleema Bershad
Arlene Davis
Amy Dawson
Jill Dinerman
Lynn Edelstein
Aleen Epstein
Mary Ellen Ezarsky
Nicki Fisher
Meg Goldstein
Toby Gordon
Dana Gorelick
Marcelle Gorelick
Jill Halverstam
Bonnie Hart
Florence Jaffa
Nancy Kipnis
Elise Kosofsky
Chelsea Lawson
Alison Lerner
Gloria Lerner
Barbara Levin
Charlotte Margolis
Jodi Michel
Lindsay Muns
Janice Nalibotsky
Jill Newman
Laura Philipson
Jennifer Plaus
Judy Raghavan
Melissa Raphael
Heidi Rotberg

Anita “Neet“ Rounds
Sandie Rousso
Susan Sandler
Stacey Selkin
Anita Shapiro
Lynne Sheffer
Marcia Simon
Karen Spiegler
Lisa Strause Levinson
Lisa Sutker
Amy Vitner
Bonnie Wilson
Berry Zander

Pomegranate Society
$1,800 - $4,999

Debbie Agisim
Anonymous
Jill Balick
Rubina Batt
Jill Blumenthal
Lenora Borchardt
Teresa Brenner
Melanie Brown
Rochelle Carney
Suly Chenkin
Paige Cohen
Lisa Davidson
Marcella Dumas
Julie Fisher
Nadine Fox
Caren Gale
Blair Sklut Goldsmith
Linda Goldsmith
Jodi Greenwald
Annette Gross
Deidre Grubb
Lauren Halperin
Stephanie Haynes
Harriet Hirschmann
Christy Horwitz
Lauren Iske
Joan Kirschner
Paula Klein
Julie Lavitt
Michelle Levi
Alyssa Levine
Jayme Levine
Madison Levine
Sue Littauer
Frances Luski
Pearl Mann
Jane Marmor
Jennifer Marquez
Cheri Martin
Elise Menaker
Laura Milgrim
Judy Miller
Judith Morganstein
Judi Neidenberg
Elyse Nevid
Amy Novick
Wendy Pake
Cyndee Patterson
Lisa Pharr
Debbie Porter
Karen Ransenberg
Rachel Reifkind
Lyba Rousso
Rabbi Judy Schindler
Jane Schorr
Lauren Sherman
Haley Sklut
Rachel Spector
Stephanie Starr
Lorin Stiefel
Berta Straz
Bonnie Tangalos
Amy Udoff
Ellie Valenstein
Debra Van Glish
Lisa Vogel
Janice Weiner
Patti Zakow

Pearl Society
$180 - $1,799

Ann Abel
Cheryl Alley
Leigh Altman
Amy Andrews
Bette Andrews
Anonymous
Stephanie Ansaldo

Marissa Bailey
Rebecca Bamford
Terri Beattie
Sherry Blenner
Julie Bradlow
Bernice Bramson
Karen Brodsky
Susan Bruck
Constance Capp
Greta Capps
Eliza Carney
Jena Coen
Lynne Cojac
Mary Damstetter
Lisa Dasteel
Talli Dippold
Arlene Dunn
Erica Ellenbogen
Sandra Feldman
Emily Felt
Ellen Joy Fields
Amy Fine
Shirley Frank
Denae Frederick
Jessica Garfield
Peggy Gartner
Edie Gelber-Beechler
Paula Gentile
Eden Gobuty
Ruth Goldberg
Talia Goldman
Sophie Goodman
Rebecca Green
Susan Greenman
Roslyn Greenspon
Barbara Guller
Susan Gunsher
Lori Handler
Anik Harrison
Michele Hart
Margaret Haskett
Rachel Helton
Andrea Hollander
Emily Hoody-Russell
Vicki Hopkins
Elizabeth House
Jeanne Huber
Roslyn Husney
Tamika Jackson
Andrea Kaplan
Marcia Kaplan
Judy Kaufmann
Rabbi Dusty Klass
Jennifer Koss
Marilyn Kraus
Gail Kronovet
Claire Krusch
Elina Kurakin
Marcia Lampert
Ann Langman
Robin Leavitt
Edith Lebet
Melissa Lefko
Amy Lefkof
Janet Lefkowitz
Rachel Leibold
Ilana Levy
Janet Levy
Linda Levy
Cantor Shira Lissek
Adina Loewensteiner
Audrey Madans (of blessed 

memory)

Bethany Mann
Leslie Masingo
Stephanie Mathless
Lori McGoran
Stephanie Meadow
Tamera Menaker
Allie Michel
Charlotte Miller
Marnie Moskowitz
Liz Naman
Rabbi Elizabeth Nichols
Lisa O’Brien
Gale Osborne
Vicki Parker
Shelley Pawlyk
Harriett Perlin
Penny Pells
Emma Perlmutter
Baila Pransky
Laura Press
Dena Raffler

Barbara Rein
Elizabeth Ren
Melanie Resnick
Julie Rizzo
Nancy Romanoff
Nina Rose
Terri Roth
Heather Rousso
Rebekah Rubenstein
Ellen Ruff
Julia Saccente
Samantha Saltzman
Lindsay Satler
Stacey Schanzlin
Sara Schreibman
Helena Scott
Charna Seide
Tammy Seigel
Rachel Seldin
Dorothy Shapiro
Rhoda Sherman
Nicole Sidman
Lana Sidoti
Barbara Sklut
Cheryl Spangenthal
Sharon Spector
Eva Stark
Renee Steiner
Carole Sternstein
Marsha Stickler
Shana Suris
Renee Sutker
Helen Sztarkman
Julie Tache
Haley Timperio
Patty Torcellini
Irene Travis
Gail Vogel
Lauren Walter
Linda Weinstein
Harriet Weinstock
Rachel Welber
Joan Wieder
Anna Wilson
Kelly Ann Wilson
Lori Wojnowich
Andrea Yaquian
Anne Yudell
Marisa Zeibert
Angie Zimmern

Shomrim (Guardians)
$100 - $179

Janet Abel
Anonymous
Jessica Auslander
Lynne Barbee
Andrea Berenfeld
Susan Blumberg
Roberta Bograd
Bonnie Bonomo
Laura Breiding
Therese Brooks
Danielle Chanland
Emily Chatham
Margaret Christison
Lesley Cole
Barbara Cooper
Dorothy Coplon
Deena Cronson
Janet DiFiore
Rita Eilenberg
Diane Emery
Linda Finger
Shira Firestone
Leigh Anne Freeston
Beth Fronzaglia
Margo Furst
Karen Futtersak
Jennifer Gendzel
Nancy Glass
Resa Goldberg
Nadine Gordon
Emily Greenberg
Gloria Grifenhagen
Megan Gude
Maxine Hargus
Gloria Johnson
Louise Kantor
Sis Kaplan
Sharon Katz
Liz Khodak
Melissa Klingberg
Melinda Koenigsberg
Barbara Langbert
Carole Lash

Randee Lerner
Linda Leviel
Robin Levy
Susan Lindley
Faylinda Lindner
Barbara Liss
Karen Marsh
Jennifer McClennan
Eleanor Miller
Jean Moats
Frada Mozenter
Janis Nathansohn
Eva Nove
Kathryn Ochs
Jacklynn Price
Tara Price
Alyssa Reed
Lisa Richman
Stephanie Rivers
Jan Rose
Gretchen Scavo
Rachel Schenker
Daisy Shapiro-Rieke
Ana Silverstein
Lynn Slutsky
Sarah Smilowitz Carroll
Marcia Solomon
Renee Spatz
Robin Spivock
Jean Steinman
Jayne Stillman
Ellen Szego
Kara Tanenbaum
Eleanor Turk
Melissa Van Glish
Jessica Weill
Sandra Weinstein
Margaret Wilkoff
Ilene Woodman
Kaye Yaffe
Nancy Yudell

Chaverim (Friends)
$1 - $99

Jane Abel
Dorit Agajan
Joan Alexander
Andrea Alfi
Yvonne Amato
Anonymous
Limor Beeri
Silvia Begun
Jenna Bernstein
Karen Bernstein
Irina Biller
Shira Bordoloi
Rachel Brand
Gabrielle Braverman
Maureen Brodie
Marissa Brooks
Gail Brooks-Lemkin
Janice Brown
Joan Brown
Julie Cassell
Allyson Cochran
Laureen Cohen
Lesley Cohen
Lisa Cotherman
Linda Dabak
Helen Denny
Megan Diamond
Rachel Diamond
Lila Doliner
Barbara Dworsky
Susan Edgerley
Debra Ferry
Robin Fine
Robin Finkelstein
Sandy Fischer
Alexis Fish
Donna Foster
Francine Friedman
Madeline Gallant
Stephanie Garner
Jeri Gertzman
Rachel Gold
Beth Goldstein
Margi Goldstein
Rachel Green
Debra Greene
Anna Gunsher
Annette Haynes
Emily Helms
Lorrie Henry
Barbara Herman
Lori Beth Hirsberg Kellar
Susan Hoffman-Shure
Joy Houston
Cristina Hug

Kelly Huntley
Dena Hurst
Alyson Kalik
Sarah Kaplan
Susan Kaplan-Toch
Lita Katz
Alice Kavadlo
Brenda Kennell
Lenore Kerner
Rabbi Helene Kornsgold
Sharon Kugelmass
Kathryn Kushner
Karen Labovitz
Marcia Lebold
Shoon Ledyard
Deborah Leighton
Miriam Levenson
Cynthia Levinson
Stephanie Levinson
Alicia Libeson
Mona Lieberman
Claire Lind
Helen Lipman
Michele Lipow
Suzan Loeb
Ina Lubin
Lori Lucente
Kim Maguire
Lenore Marx
Beverly Maurice
Andrea McCleary
Elizabeth McLaughlin
Ruth Melnicoff
Meryl Mendelson
Lisa Metz
Debbie Milgrim
Elaine Millen
Charlotte Miller
Elinor Miller
Risa Miller
Harper Moskowitz
Stacy Moskowitz
Gail Murchison
Ellen Myers
Rochelle Nudell
Irene Perl
Melita  Peterson
Jill Pickett
Sarah Platock
Elizabeth Poon
Mona Radiloff
Heather Rasowsky
Geanene Rejtig
Carol Ritter
Karen Roode
Marisa Rosenfeld
Elisa Rudnet
Michelle Rusgo
Jennifer Sawyer
Amy Schapiro
Dorothy Scher
Deborah Schildkraut
Terry Schirok
Stephanie Schoenen
Heather Shapiro
Alison Shay
Brianna Shporer
Margie Sigal
Robin Slater-Sherman
Carol Solomon
Susan Soto
Jennifer Sperry
Allison Spiegel
Ruth Stanton
Vivian Sternweiler
Sara Stinemetz
Dana Stoogenke
Alexis Strouse
Lauren Sussman
Linda Tanenbaum
Donna Tarney
Elyse Thakur
Latoya Thomas
Ruth Thomas
Evelyn Toch
Julie Tomea
Lori Trapani
Natalie Tunney
Amy Tyndall
Jordana Weiner
Sharon Wilson
Andrea Wise
Suzanne Woland
Nora Wolf
Phyllis Woollen
Sally Zachary
Sarah Zbinden

ILR Lion of Judah
$250,000 and 
Above

The Leon Levine Foundation
Sandra Levine  450,000 

Prime Minister’s 
Council
$100,000 - $249,999

Lori Sklut  200,000 

Double Chai Lion Of 
Judah
$36,000 - $49,999

Julie Lerner Levine  38,000 

Emerald Lion of Judah
$25,000 - $35,999
Lee Blumenthal  26,500 

Sapphire Lion of Judah
$18,000 - $24,999

Stacy Gorelick  24,000 
Elizabeth Star Winer  24,000 
Sharyn Handelsman  22,500 
Linda Seigel  22,100 

Ruby Lion of Judah
$10,000 - $17,999

Tracy Brown  16,000 
Arlene Berkman  15,000 
Sue Worrel  13,050 
Jennifer Levin  13,000 
Dale Polsky  12,550 
Emily Zimmern  11,500 
Bari Gorelick  11,000 
Mattye Silverman  11,000 
Holly Levinson  10,680 
Sara Kulbersh  10,025 
Gail Baron  10,000 
Meredith Baumstein  10,000 
Barbara Bernstein  10,000 
Barbara Goodman  10,000 
Helene Levine  10,000 
Judie Van Glish  10,000 
Rosemary Zulman  10,000 

2021 Women’s Donor List



Theodore Herzl Society
$5,000 - $9,999

Anonymous
Kirsten Baldwin and Justin Steinschriber
David and Suzy Catenazzo
David and Cindy Crane
Kenneth and Tammy Golder
David and Jan House
Jacob and Elizabeth House
Jaime and Elise Kosofsky
Eric and Susan Lerner
Adam and Kimberly Levy
Scott and Pam Menaker
Steven and Polly Menaker
Floyd and Brenda Patten
Shelton Gorelick Family Foundation

In memory of Shelton and Carol Gorelick

Ira and Stacey Slomka
Gary and Stephanie Starr
Robert and Maxine Stein
Stuart and Erin Wernikoff
William and Angie Zimmern

Abraham and Sarah Society
$3,600 - $4,999

Bernard and Teri Ackerman
Anonymous
Jonathan and Tess Berger
Saul and Martha Brenner
Matthew Gromet and Phyllis Schultz
Andrew and Dana Kapustin
Eric and Judy Laxer
Joshua and Elissa Levine
Michael and Anne Sinsheimer
Ronald and Janice Weiner

Yitzhak Rabin Society
$1,800 - $3,599

Scott and Shari Abrams
Anonymous
Samuel and Rubina Batt
Jeffrey and Lee Bierer
Joel and Paulette Cohen
Mark and Paige Cohen
Kenneth and Mary Collins
Ivan and Roz Cooper
Robert and Elizabeth Davis
Jeffrey and Dana Ditesheim
Seth and Carrie Feit
Scott and Sarah Fligel
Stuart and Ellen Fligel
Jonathan and Rachel Friedman
Zach and Pili Gerger
Slade and Stacey Goldstein
Scott and Rebecca Goodman
Josh and Jodi Greenwald
Stuart and Carolyn Hennes
Brian and Raizel Kahn
Ronald Kahn and Dalya Kutchei
Craig and Cindy Katzman
William and Marcie Kelso, II

Dov and Keren Klarberg
Ross and Jennifer Levin
Avi and Meghan Levine
Jonathan and June Levine
Eugene and Amy Marx
Adrian and Andrea Mesoznik
Zeev Neuwirth and Lisa Davidson
Allan and Marcelle Oxman
Adam and Wendy Petricoff
Stephen and Laura Philipson
Ed and Debora Pizer
Lee and Irena Rimler
Andrew and Jennifer Rosen
Mark and Helene Rosen
Edwin and Leslie Rusgo
Paul and Marcia Simon
Louis Sinkoe and Kevin Levine
Mason and Bashia Sklut
Kenneth and Marcia Stern
Adam and Robin Taback
Steven Teich and Esther Chipps
Ronald and Renee Townsend

Menachem Begin Society
$1,000 - $1,799

Aaron and Liza Alexander
Eric and Lauren Althofer
Anonymous
David and Pam Belinkie
Sanford and Lois Benjamin
Douglas and Tara Benson
Brian and Glenda Bernhardt
Jonathan and Anne Brackis
Jonathan and Robyn Clemente
Daniel and Nancy Coblenz
Bradley and Rachel Couchenour
George and Andrea Cronson
Harry and Ruth Cronson
Brandon and Kara Culp
Michael and Elaine Denenberg
Andrew and Julie Dermack
Robert and Stacy Doline
Herb Fellman and Laura Sinai
Joal Fischer and  Deborah Langsam
Glenn and Roni Fishkin
Peter and Dorlisa Flur
Mark and Debbie Freedman
Roger and Kelly Gaines
Rick Glaser and Ellen Reich
Leon and Jennifer Golynsky
Barry and Karen Greenblatt
Adam and Nicky Greene
Burton and Donna Greenspon
William and Deidre Grubb
Michael Grunwald and Elizabeth Ren
Michael and Wendy Hennes
Neil and Susan Hennes
Wheeler and Lisa Jervis
Jeffrey and Shauna Kadis
Seth and Crystal Katz
Joseph and Marguerite Keller
Barry and Lorrie Klemons
Rabbis Asher Knight and Ana Bonnheim
David and Jane Kulbersh
Glenn and Ellie Kunkes
Justin and Randi Lan
Bruce LaRowe and Anita Strauss-LaRowe
Miles and Debbie Levine
Dan and Stacy Levinson
Jack and Alison Levinson
Harrison and Annie Lord
Leonard and Judy Marco
Gabriel and Stephanie Mathless
Matthew Moore and Cantor Mary Thomas
Jeremy and Elizabeth Naman
Tzvi and Lauren Nussbaum
Lee and Diggie Pesakoff
Stephen and Penni Powell
Baer and Lynn Rambach
Cantor Elias and Linda Roochvarg
Matthew and Francine Samarel
Zachary Schwartz and Sarah Rose
Harold and Patricia Shapiro
Jon and Stephanie Simon
Marc and Shari Sokolowicz
Leonard and Judi Strause
Jason and Jamie Tanenbaum
Marc and Cheri Titlebaum
Jeffrey and Karen Turk
Michael and Elizabeth Waller
Phil and Beth Warshauer
Steven and Linda Wasser
Chris and Marcie Williams

Marc and Kim Wojnowich
Charles and Karen Wolff
Reid and Alex Worrel
Fernando and Courtney Ycaza
Jeff and Amanda Zaidman
Joe and Marisa Zeibert

Bonim (Builders)
$365 - $999

Anthony and Brooke Amo
Anonymous
Alan and Madeline Aron
Stuart and Ellie Bantit
Aaron and Tania Benjamin
Benjamin and Tiz Benson
Howard and Laura Bernstein
Seth Bernanke and Ellen Goldberg
Marc and Jana Birenbaum
Matthew and Amy Choffin
Andrew and Tamara Cohen
Ron and Jessica Cohen
Stuart and Jodi Cohen
Charles and Terri Collin
Jonathan and Jennifer Collman
Irving and Dedee Cygler
John and Talli Dippold
Jason and Rebecca Dranove
James and Melissa Duller
Robert and Christine Ecker
Marc and Monique Elliott
Michael and Marilyn Felson
Danny and Fayne Fischer
Lewis and Janice Fisher
Adam Fosnaugh and Rina Roginsky
Brett and Sara Frankenberg
Steven and Lisa Friedman
Stephen and Lisa Garfinkle
Lee and Wendy Geller
Jerry and Amanda Gitlitz
Merridith and Howard Glazer
Mickey and Dawn Gold
Dana and Leslie Goldfarb
Jeff and Beth Goldman
Steven and Talia Goldman
Matthew Goldstein and Barrie Morganstein
Shelton and Ellen Goldstein
Alan and Merle Gottheim
Grainda Builders, Inc.
Robert and Nanci Granow
Frederick and Donna Greene
Rock and Lisa Hankin
Solomon and Mary Hellinger
Steven and Sandy Hoagland
Steven and Sharon Hockfield
Michael and Jodie Iagnocco
Edward and Susan Kanterman
Gary Kaplan and Laura Miles-Kaplan
Peter and Erica Katz
Robert and Moira Klein
Harvey and Barbara Klipper
Michael and Jennifer Koss
Joel and Wendy Kweskin
Marc and Laura Lewin
Bennett and Marjorie Liebstein
Andrew and Gwendolyn Lindner
Steven and Sandra Malkin
Mark and Roberta Malton
Gary and Karen Maniloff
Albert and Inna Manoim
Jonathon and Dina Massachi
Darren and Staci Mond
Scott and Lindsay Muns
Gregory and Margaret Musa
Alec and Jo Ann Natt
Matthew Nichols and Katrina Burton-Nichols
Jesse and Jamie Oppenheim
Paul and Gwen Orland
Guy and Audrey Pearlman
Barry and Michelle Perlmutter
Jonathan Polsky and Joanna Lindenbaum
Dave and Laura Press
Paul and Claire Putterman
Alan and Jan Raznick
Scott Reider and Matti Ordan-Reider
Ian and Rachel Reifkind
Mitchell and Tonda Rifkin
Mark and Stephanie Rindner
Carlos Rish and Nayla Bitar
Austin and Roberta Rodgers
Douglas and Marlene Rosen
Butch and Shirley Rosen
Adam and Sari Rosenberger
David Rudolf and Sonya Pfiffer
Donald and Frances Russ
Scott and Heather Salam
Robert and Michelle Saltzmann

George and Lois Schneider
Philip and Renee Schreibman
Jeffrey and Marsi Schwartz
Lawrence and Stephanie Seitlin
Warren and Mary Sepkowitz
Daniel and Debra Shane
Yossi Shem-Avi and Cathy Surratt
Richard and Debbie Silton
Richard and Janis Silverman
Steven and Emily Snyder
Philip and Lauren Stark
Jeffrey and Rebecca Stern
Michael and Robin Stier
Liam Stokes and Elizabeth Rosen
Robert and Joyce Stoll
Alan and Denise Sussman
Jeremy Tart and Lisa Shpritz
Russell and Alyson Traw
Richard and Marci Willenzik
Eric and Joanna Wisotsky
Rabbi Michael and Heidi Wolk
Michael and Nancy Yaffe
Lawrence and Jill Yass
Steven and Janice Zacks

Shomrim (Guardians)
$100 - $364

Nelson and Carol Aaron
Joshua and Tracey Adams
Harris Ader and Maggie Fogel
Benjamin and Susan Aizenman
Glen and Melisa Altman
Anonymous
Michael and Marcia Arnholt
Jeff and Melanie Baron
Allen and Stacy Baum
Michael and Meryl Baumgarten
Alan and Lilian Becker
Miro and Naama Ben Shabat
Adam and Shannon Berliner
Robert and Barbara Bernhardt
Todd and Donna Birnberg
David and Debby Block
Adam and Karen Boardman
David and Bonnie Bornstein
Howard and Mollie Braverman
Justin and Rachel Brown
Matthew and Margie Brown
Russell and Sharon Browning
David and Janice Cantor
Sheldon and Lauren Cantor
Richard and Eliza Carney
Harry and Elaine Chernotsky
Harvey and Tammy Chesler
Scott Cline and Lara Printz
Andrew and Lily Coen
Stephen and Susan Coen
David and Bridget Cohen
Geoffrey and Janine Cohen
Jeffrey and Marsha Cohen
Mark and Samantha Cole
Jimmy Collins and Daniel Shelkrot
Micah and Alicia Cooper
David and Myka Cygielman
Ronnie and Lisa Cyzner
Matthew and Jessica Daitch
Michael and Sarah Davis
David and Donna De Groot
David and Nancy Delfiner
Lance and Lenore Deutsch
Lee and Jane Diamond
Mark and Ariel DiDonato
George and Stephanie DiPaolo
Robin and Rebecca Drechsel
Eddie and Kim Edwards
Mark and Kelly Epstein
Simon and Susan Estroff
Rabbi Murray and Barbara Ezring
Shai and Sharon Fargian
Alec and Nancy Felder
Elliot and Sandra Feldman
Michael and Lauren Fermaglich
Michael and Renee Flash
Leonard and Karen Fox
Alain Frank and Audrey Afflerbach
Richard and Miriam Freiberg
Robert and Sara Friedman
Haim and Sylvia Gabrieli
Anthony and Dawn Gale
David and Andrea Gamlin
Jacques and Sherry Ganem
Jeffrey and Janet Ganoung
Geoffrey and Meredith Gartner
Josh and Andrea Glassberg
Viktor and Julia Glauberman
Chuck and Dayle Glick
Phillip and Marci Goldberg

King David Society
$25,000 - $99,999

David and Risa Miller 50,000
Zulman Family 40,000
Anonymous 35,000
Jeff Cohen and 
Judy Seldin-Cohen 30,000

Joshua Society
$10,000 - $24,999

David and Julie Sheffer 20,000
The Glenn and Stacey Eisenberg
Family Foundation 20,000
Steven and Darcy Garfinkel 15,500
Milton and Arlene Berkman 15,000
Daniel and Leigh Levine 15,000
Gary and Jodi Michel 15,000 
Milton and Karen Silver 13,000
Steven and Olivia Cohen 10,000
Stuart and Shari Goldstein 10,000
Rael and Gabrielle Gorelick 10,000
Gary and Donna Lerner 10,000
The Grey Family 10,000
The Swimmer Family 10,000 

2021 Family Donor List



Michael and Ilene Goldfischer
Yaron and Sandra Goldman
Craig and Michal Goldstein
Erin Goldstein and Amanda Vestal
Neal and Joy Golub
Andrew and Jaime Gonedes
Mark and Nancy Good
Barry and Michelle Goodman
Alan Goozner and Terry Bradley
Shimon and Devorah Gorkin
John and Mara Gose
Marc and Melissa Gran
Harris and Billie Green
Sam and Abbe Greenfield
Rabbi Bentzion and Rochel Groner
Rabbi Mordechai and Chaya Groner
Rabbi Yossef and Mariashi Groner
Ted and Susie Gross
Steve and Magdalena Grossman
Dale and Cathy Hargett
Andy and Megan Harkavy
Donald and Shevi Herbstman
Gerald and Ronni Herman
Matt and Jane Herson
Darren and Andrea Hirsch
Paul and June Hirschmann
Alan and Sari Hochberg
Adam and Rebecca Horner
Ofer and Tara Hubara
Stephen and Cindy Hutter
Julian Jacobs and Janna Sherman
Richard and Terri James
Theodore and Patricia Johnson
Robert and Camille Kanofsky
Jonathan and Jennifer Kaplan
Rabbi Morton and Mary Kaplan
Jonathan and Teri Karlin
Austin and Marissa Karp
Nils and Carol Karp
Eric and Susan Kent
Michael and Rikki Kinitsky
Elisha and Rabbi Tracy Klirs
Michael and Phyllis Korman
Michael Kriner and Aileen Greenberg-Kriner
Jakob and Elina Kurakin
Gary Kushner and Laurie Travis-Kushner
Jared and Elizabeth Lawrence
David and Judi Lecker
Rabbi Binyamin and Ilana Levin
David and Brenda Levin
Rabbi Yisrael  and Leah Levin
Eric and Nancy Levine
Peter and Yvonne Levine
Robert and Sandy Lewis
Robert and Inta Lidz
Marc and Jill Lipson
Rick and Ellen Lipson
Robert and Barbara Liss
Ronald and Frances Liss
Eugene and Serafima Livchin
Joshua and Adina Loewensteiner
Richard and Marianne London
Richard and Nikki Lord
Jeremy and Stacy Luski
Andrew and Courtney Lyons
Robert and Kelly Markiewitz
Curtis and Ilana Martin
Jonathan Marx and Sophie Jacobs
Michael and Robbie McGinley
Steven and Susan Meyer
Fred and Joy Miller
Ed and Jo Minchew
Matt and Summer Minchew
Mikhail and Alla Mogilevsky
Stephen and Debora Moore
Bruce and Candace Naliboff
Howard and Vicki Neumann
Rodd and Marissa Neumann
Phillip and Dianne Nordan
Michael and Judith Norman
Steve and Julie Novack
Ken Orenbach and Chris Sydor
Joseph and Susan Oringel
Alexander Peter and Sigrid Zielinski
Milton and Gene Ruth Poler
Matthew and Rebecca Pollack
Gedahlia and Leah Portnoy
Jonathan and Libby Post
Alan Primack and Allison Garten
Aaron and Hilary Prosnitz
Andrew and Shayna Putterman
Mark and Marcia Reger
Barry and Laura Reich
Joel and Wendi Reichard
Jeff and Beth Richek
Ronald and Megan Rippner
Franklin and Carrie Rocha
Steven and Sandra Rogelberg
Nicholas and Leigh Rose
Stanley and Louise Rose
Marshall and Barbara Rosenfeld
Dan and Leah Rubenstein
Harry and Rebekah Rubenstein
Craig Rubin and Robin Husney

Daniel and Toby Ruda
Jay and Amy Safir
Kenneth and Lynn Sass
Allen and Jessica Saxe
Gerald and Barbara Schapiro
Marvin and Elaine Schefflin
Clive and Andrea Schewitz
Michael and Anna Schneiderman
Neil and Susan Schreiber
Matthew and Kimberly Schultz
Alan and Bette Schwartz
Chris and Alexis Schwartz
Jeffrey and Janette Schwartz
Tyson and Susan Schwartz
Richard and Malia Segal
Howard and Andrea Seidler
Vladimir and Nonna Shakhnovich
Roni and Stacey Sharoni
Ian and Amy Shaw
Corey and Rachel Shemtov
Jonathan and Barbara Shraga
Brian and Meri Siegel
Jason and Yamel Siesel
Jerry and Sandy Simon
Murray and Linda Simon
Brian and Dori Slutsky
Harrison  and Rabbi Rachel Smookler
Michael Solender and Harriet Meetz
Harry and Laurie Sparks
Joseph Spiegel and Claire Meirowitz
Raymond Stadiem and Agata Rocka
Eli and Hagit Stav
Eric and Laura Stein
Michael and Tal Stein
Roger and Susan Stiefel
David and Nancy Strunk
Jared and Jenny Sugar
Harry and Kathy Tepper
David and Beth Thrope
Andy and Jenny Tucker
Philip and Diana Turtletaub
Michael and Michelle Vinnik
James and Shirlee Wadsworth
Maor and Amy Waizman
Richard and JoAnne Weber
Gregory and Jessica Weill
Herman and Ellen Weinberg
Steve and Barbie Weiner
Michael Weinstein and Kathleen Curry
Howard Weisblat and Harriet Teasdale
James and Lynda White
Scott and Dori Whitman
Evan and Kimberly Wilkoff
Mark and Wendy Wine
Robert and Sandi Wolf
Evan and Robyn Wolkofsky
Enrique and Tania Wolochwianski
David Wolpa and Danielle Sharp
Luis and Andrea Yaquian
Steven and Marsha Zaidman
Marc and Nancy Zolotorofe

Chaverim (Friends)
$1 - $99

Brian and Mattie Ablitz
Sidney and Pearl Abramsky
Joe and Nancy Adamo
Buzz and Ashley Almon
Bernie and Leah Amler
Anonymous
Tamir and Patricia Avraham
Ira and Linda Bass
Paul and Arlene Beck
Nathan and Renee Berton
Kevin and Laurie Berzack
Kenneth and Stephanie Bloom
Mark (of blessed memory) and Nan Bloom
Douglas and Vicki Boughton
Justin Bregman and Diana Warth Bregman
David and Susan Brown
Marvin and Sera Callif
David and Rachel Campbell
Jerry Cheng-Hsiang and Emily Yen
Russell and Mara Cobe
Aaron and Marsha Cohen
Rabbi Shlomo and Yiska Cohen
Thomas and Christina Cohen
Yoni and Jessie Cohen
Richard and Ellen Dale
Andrew and Leslie Dinkin
Phillip and Gianna Elden
Brian and Marla Emery
Steven and Ellen Engelhardt
Mitchell and Whitney Feld
Michael and Arlene Filkoff
Sam and Barbara Goldberg
Barry and Janet Goldfarb
Vlad and Ronit Goldman
Daniel Greenberg and Elaine Eisenbaum
Graig and Samantha Harr
Marvin and Marlene Hendler
Brian and Deborah Hitt
J. Daniel and Cheryl Hochberg

Joel and Jamie Hoffman
Noah and Linda Humphrey
David and Brigitte Hyman
Jeff and Marisa Jackson
Kurt and Marcie Jacobs
Nir and Julie Josipovich
Matthew and Brandi Kamp
Ronald and Mary-Margaret Kantor
Ken and Kimberly Katz
Roman and Sophia Kazinnik
Chris Kelly and Marissa Dubey
David Klein and Kate Furman
Lenny Kornberg and Kenna Ray-Kornberg
Luke and Amy Korta
Alvin and Jayme Kreitman
David and Jamie Krusch
Tomer and Galia Lapidot-Boaz
Harvey and Sandra Lauer
Mitch and Marcie Lebowitz
Alan and Rachelle Levine
Justin and Nicole Levine
Mitchell and Ann Levine
Zack and Shelley Levine
Sam and Rhonda Levy
Samuel and Karly Lucas
Greg and Rachel Lumelsky
Glenn and Karen Malar
Joel and Ellen Mandell
Lawrence and Sheila Margolis
Menahem and Malka Me-Zahav
Garry and Jackie Milbrod
Daniel and Lejla Miller
David and Karen Moskowitz
Aaron and Allison Neiss
Edward and Lisa O’Brien
Frank and Barbara Osborn
Arthur and Natalie Osman
Emet and Jessica Ozar
Franklin and Ruth Paul
Steve and Marsha Pepper
Stephen and Barbara Phillips
Sam and Ailene Polk
Nicholas and Martha Pollack
Raymond and Cherie Pollard
Adam and Shelley Reisig
Cameron and Elizabeth Rifkin
Peter and Monica Rose
Morrie and Phyllis Rosen
James and Debby Rosenberger
Frank and Cheryl Rotatori
Brian and Robin Roth
Jeffrey and Robin Rothberg
Denis and Charlotte Rouchouze
Brian and Marni Rudick
Larry and Lissette Scheinson
Richard and Merril Schenkel
Gary Schneider and Brooke Rosenberg
Scott and Diane Schoenbrun
Jake and Alba-Justina Secrist
Scott and Candice Serbin
Jonathan and Bonnie Shaw
Jason and Caitlin Shechter
Norman and Judith Shindell
Alan and Janice Shubin
Andy and Michelle Siegel
Robert and Carol Siegel
Robert and Sheri Sisson
Joel and Mary Skodnick
Norman and Gayle Snyder
David and Sara Solar
Joseph and Tara Spil
Michael and Janna Stein
Brian and Elizabeth Sterling

Dan and Carolyn Stone
Perry and Sue Tannenbaum
Michael and Talya Tateo
Daniel and Jillian Tobias
Evan and Brenda Turtz
Richard and Leslie Urso
Ethan and Kate Uslan
Robert and Lorrie Vanbuskirk
Dylan and Amy Vander Velde
Scott and Elissa Vining
Rabbi Menachem and Rochele Vorst
David and Kathy Warshaw
Leonard and Amy Weinstein
Andrew and Alyssa Wilen
Joshua and Kelly Wolff
Gerry and Helaine Yancey
Scott and Lisa Yarbrough
Robert and Ronnie Zevon

Shomrim (Guardians)
$100 - $364

Jacob Baumstein
Sam Baumstein
Benjamin Blau
Kate Blau

Chaverim (Friends)
$1 - $99

Sanya Bernstein
Elena Koss
Alexzander Reifkind
Benjamin Spiegler
Ethan Spiegler
Sarina Spiegler
Asher Tamarkin
Samira Tamarkin

    CORPORATE MATCHING GIFTS
The Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte wishes to thank the 
following companies for matching their employee gifts in support 
of the 2021 Annual Campaign:

Ally Bank
Bank of America 
Bright Funds Foundation
Carrier
Foundation For The Carolinas
Microsoft

Moen
Sales Force, Inc.
Truist
UBS 
US Bank Foundation

Total Matching Gift Dollars =  $38,331

      Sponsors and  Supplemental Gifts
Supplemental Giving provides customized giving opportunities over and above Annual Campaign 
gifts, enabling donors to maximize their giving potential and fulfill their philanthropic goals. In 
2021, Supplemental Giving totaled $380,796.

Anti-Defamation League  Michelle Credle
American Jewish World Service  David Cohen
Adaptation and Transformation Fund Blumenthal Foundation
Birthright Israel Grant The Leon Levine Foundation
Blumenthal Educational Resource Center Blumenthal Foundation
Center for Jewish Education Friends Campaign Multiple Donors
Community Building Initiative  Steven and Olivia Cohen
Community Support Colby Foster
Gorelick Teens to Israel Patty & Bill Gorelick Family Foundation
Israel Designations Anonymous
Jewish Community Refugee  David Cohen
Levine-Sklut Judaic Library   Anonymous
Main Event Sponsorship Dan Coblenz
PJ Library Harold Grinspoon Foundation
PJ Library The Winer Family Foundation
Speaker Sponsorship Harry and Gloria Lerner
Women’s Philanthropy Carolina Facial Plastics PLLC

In addition, we thank The Leon Levine Foundation for augmenting our campaign with a generous
matching gift of $50,000.

2021 Children’s Donor List

A NOTE TO OUR DONORS: 
You deserve to be properly and accurately 
recognized. If you find an error in your listing, 
please contact our office at 704.944.6757.



Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte
Legacy Donors

Anonymous (8)
Robert and Ann Abel
Stanley and Judy August
Amy Augustine
Craig and Jill Balick
John and Gail Baron
Sanford and Lois Benjamin
Brian and Glenda Bernhardt
Andrew Bernstein
Donald and Barbara K. Bernstein
Elka Bernstein
Samuel and Nancy Bernstein
Martin Birnbaum
Peter Blair
Barry and Lisa Blau
Alan and Lee Blumenthal
Jill Blumenthal
Philip Blumenthal
Michael and Lenora Borchardt
David and Bonnie Bornstein
Justin Bregman and Diana Warth Bregman
Larry and Tracy Brown
Richard (of blessed memory) and Suly Chenkin
Steven and Olivia Cohen
Wendy W. Cohen (of blessed memory)

George and Andrea Cronson
Gary (of blessed memory) and Arlene Davis
Michael and Jill Dinerman
Paul and Lynn Edelstein
David and Aleen Epstein
Barry and Mary Ellen Ezarsky
David and Stephanie Gitlin
Milton and Arlene Goldstein
Leon and Jennifer Golynsky
Barbara Goodman
Michelle Goodman
Bill and Patty (of blessed memory) Gorelick
Marcelle Gorelick

Todd and Stacy Gorelick
Danny and Fay Green (both of blessed memory)

Keith Greenspon
Stanley Greenspon
Josh and Jodi Greenwald
Bonnie Hart
Stephanie Haynes
Joel Horwich
Andy and Christy Horwitz
Jonathan Howard
Donald and Susan Jacobs
Robert and Leola (of blessed memory) Jacobson
Florence Jaffa
Andrew and Dana Kapustin
Robert and Nancy Kipnis
Richard and Paula Klein
Barry and Lorrie Klemons
Jaime and Elise Kosofsky
Alan Kronovet and Cary Bernstein
Jonathan and Sara Kulbersh
Eric and Susan Lerner
Gary and Donna Lerner
Harry and Gloria Lerner
Mark and Alison Lerner
Jerry and Barbara Levin
Ross C. Levin
Julie Lerner Levine
Leon and Sandra Levine
Ellis Levinson (of blessed memory)

Hal and Holly Levinson
Samuel and Linda Levy
Marc and Laura Lewin
Sue Littauer
Josh and Adina Loewensteiner
Abraham and Rose Luski (both of blessed memory)

Audrey Madans (of blessed memory)

Scott and Pam Menaker
Laura Milgrim
David and Risa Miller
Edwin and Jill Newman
Richard J. Osborne
Allan and Marcelle Oxman
Lee and Wendy Pake

Floyd and Brenda Patten
Larry and Dale Polsky
Steven and Melissa Raphael
Andrew and Jennifer Rosen
Anita “Neet” Rounds
Bernard and Susan Sandler
Marvin and Elaine Schefflin
Michael (of blessed memory) and Sara Schreibman
Larry Schwartz
Melvin Segal
Linda Seigel
Amy Seitlin
Robert and Stacey Selkin
Louis Sinkoe and Kevin Levine
Michael and Anne Sinsheimer
Eric and Lori Sklut
Ira and Stacey Slomka
Steve and Emily Snyder
Robert and Maxine Stein
Joseph and Renee Steiner
Ken and Marcia Stern
Lisa Strause Levinson
Stephanie Townsend
Jeffrey and Karen Turk
Ross and Amy Udoff
David and Debra Van Glish
Michael and Judie Van Glish
Liz Wahls
Mark Weintraub
Elizabeth Star Winer
Kim and Sue Worrel
Robert (of blessed memory) and Anne Yudell
Joe and Marisa Zeibert
Samuel and Emily Zimmern
William and Angie Zimmern
Mildred Zuckerman (of blessed memory)

A legacy gift is a demonstration of your belief in the continuity of Jewish life for 

generations to come. By leaving financial resources to Jewish Federation of Greater 

Charlotte, the Jewish causes you care deeply about can ensure future generations have an 

opportunity to embrace our heritage. 

CREATE YOUR LEGACY

A NOTE TO OUR DONORS: 
You deserve to be properly and accurately 
recognized. If you find an error in your listing, 
please contact our office at 704.944.6757.



Celebrate the
Everyday Miracles

We all know the story of the Maccabees — rededicating the temple with a tiny jar of oil 

that burned for eight whole days. It was a miracle. One we celebrate every Chanukah. 

This year, as you light the menorah, we encourage you to celebrate the 
everyday miracles too, made possible by Jewish Federation of Greater 
Charlotte. And you. 

Our involvement and enhancement of our communities is made possible by your support 
of Federation. It allows us to sponsor, improve, and guide important work that ensures we 
maintain a flourishing Jewish community for years to come. 

This Chanukah, we are grateful for your generous gift — a miracle in its own right — that 
allows us to continue providing services to the agencies and individuals we serve. And 
with your help, we will be able to make miracles in the lives of those in need. Now is the 
perfect time to get involved with Federation and make a small but mighty change in 
your community. 

Like the dreidel says, “A great miracle happened there.” And with your support of Jewish 
Federation, great miracles happen at home too. 

Let’s Make Miracles
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By Andrea Gamlin
Although I have been an avid 

recycler (recyclist?) for many 
years, I have never recycled 
corks. No, not even ones with 
sentimental value. That’s about 
to change. Purim seems like a 
long way off , but for W.O.W.’s 
Purim 5782 event, you may need 
to save your corks now! If you 
don’t drink wine, now is the time 
to ask your favorite oenophile 
friends and family to save their 
corks for you. Local artist, Fran 
Dordick, will lead us in creating 
cork trivets, coasters, bulletin 
boards, and table runners, us-
ing corks we’ve saved along the 
way. Join us on March 13 at 7 
p.m. and — save the corks!

Our first event of the New 
Year was our kickoff  with Ann 
Smolin leading us in the art of 
forgiveness, in meditation, and 
in creation. Forgiveness, Ann 
said, is not forgetting, not de-

nying pain, and not allowing 
continued mistreatment. It is 
letting go, being open to anoth-
er’s perspective, and offering 
a clean slate to another and to 
ourselves. Lily Tomlin said that 
forgiveness is giving up hope of 
a diff erent past. The Shema we 
say at bedtime focuses on for-
giveness — take a look! 

Ann also led us through two 
meditations, and then we were 
ready to create fused glass art. I 
made a wine cork (do you sense 
a theme here?), and other women 
created jewelry, letter openers, 
key chains, and other usable art. 
It was another inspiring and en-
joyable night with W.O.W.!

We hope to see many of you 
at the W.O.W. FUNdraiser on 
Sunday, November 14 at 7 p.m. 
on Sunday, November 14 at 
Queens University at Marion 
Diehl Park. Saul Blinkoff  will 
talk with us about his Disney 

experiences as an animator, di-
rector, producer, and writer. For 
more information about “My 
Disney Tale” or W.O.W., please 
see our website at www.Char-
lotteWomenOfWisdom.com and 
follow W.O.W. Inspiring, Em-
powering, and Connecting Jew-
ish Women on Facebook. We are 
a nondenominational group for 
Jewish women to engage, learn, 
and connect. No synagogue af-
filiation is necessary, just an 
interest to learn more about our 
beautiful heritage.
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W.O.W.: Save the Corks

Jewish Women

Ask and ye shall receive, or so 
the old saying goes. We’ve had 
several requests on our Facebook 
page for vegan latkes. And we 
were so glad to discover our dear 
friends Vicky and Ruth of May 
I Have That Recipe had already 
tackled this holiday dish!

So if you are looking for an 
egg-free and dairy-free version 
of your favorite potato latkes, 
look no further. Vicky Cohen and 
Ruth Fox’s Vegan Latkes:
Ingredients
• 2 lbs yukon gold potatoes, 

grated
• 1 tsp salt
• 1 cup chopped cilantro
• 1 large garlic clove, grated
• 1 tsp salt
• ¼ tsp black pepper
• 2 tsp onion powder
• 2 tsp turmeric
• ⅓ cups vegan mayo
• ¾ cups vegetable oil for fry-

ing

Directions
• Preheat the oven to 350F. 

Line a baking sheet with 
parchment paper

• Place grated potatoes in 
a colander with a bowl or 
plate underneath. Sprinkle 
1 tsp of salt on the potatoes 
and mix well. Let stand for 
10 minutes (the potatoes will 
release some liquid)

• Using a cheesecloth or a 
clean kitchen towel, ring 
out excess moisture from 
the grated potatoes (make 
sure to squeeze out as much 
liquid as possible)

• Add garlic, salt, pepper, tur-
meric, chopped cilantro and 
vegan sandwich spread and 
mix well until well com-
bined with the potatoes. Us-
ing your hands, form about 
15 small latkes

• Heat about ¼ cup of oil in 
a non stick skillet skillet 

and drop about 5 latkes at a 
time. Cook at medium heat, 
3-4 minutes per side or until 
golden brown. Place them 
on a plate lined with paper 
towels to absorb excess oil. 
Repeat the process two more 
times, using ¼ cup of oil 
each time.

• Place latkes on the lined bak-
ing sheet and bake for 15-20 
minutes or until crispy.

Printed with permission from 
My Jewish Learning:
https://www.myjewishlearn-
ing.com/the-nosher/vegan-lat-
kes-for-hanukkah/

Vegan Latkes for Hanukkah

November 14, 2021November 14, 2021
7 PM7 PM

Saul BlinkoffSaul Blinkoff

My Disney Tale and Caricature Demonstra� on 
with Saul Blinkoff 

Presented by Women of Wisdom (W.O.W.)
For informa� on - www.charlo� ewomenofwisdom.com



By Aileen Greenberg-Kriner
This year, November brings 

two special holidays — Thanks-
giving and Hanukkah. Two holi-
days of giving — giving thanks 
for what we have and giving 
gifts to those we love . 

I would like to thank the many 
Hadassah volunteers who give 
their support to our chapter all 
year. They fundraise, organize 
events, make phone calls, de-
sign flyers, cook, and donate 
their time and money to support 
Hadassah’s many projects, in-
cluding the Hadassah Medical 
Organization in Israel. Hadassah 
women believe that each of us 
has the power to heal our world, 
to take action, and to make a dif-
ference as we focus on advanc-
ing health care and medicine, our 
connection to Israel and Zion-
ism, and advocating for change.

Jewish Community Direc-
tory

Speaking of volunteers, a 
team of Hadassah women is 
spending its time working on the 
2022/5782 Hadassah Charlotte 
Area Jewish Community Direc-
tory. We want to include you, 

and we need your help! 
There are two parts to the di-

rectory: personal and business 
listings and advertisements. To 
have a personal listing in the 
directory, you must enter your 
information online at www.ha-
dassahcltevents.org. If you need 
help with your personal listing, 
email Yvette at cltdirectorylis-
ting@gmail.com or call (980) 
553-1880.

If you are a business owner, 
please submit your ad online as 
well. If you have not been con-
tacted yet about placing an ad, 
email Laurie at clthadassahdir@
gmail.com.  

This year, in addition to the 
print directory, we are adding a 
digital version that you can ac-
cess via an app subscription. The 
phone app is easy to use and lets 
you look up people or businesses 
while you’re on the go. You can 
update your online personal or 
business listing at any time. No 
need to wait until the next direc-
tory is printed. Own a business? 
Your ad will be both online and 
in the print version. Enter your 
info now and help us make the 

new directory a huge success.
Hanukkah Program
On Sunday, December 5 from 

6:30 to 8 p.m., celebrate the 
eighth night of Hanukkah with 
Hadassah CLT at Dish It Out in 
the Stonecrest shopping center. 
Paint a Star of David plate or 
a menorah tile while enjoying 
food, drinks, and music. An ugly 
Hanukkah sweater contest adds 
another layer of fun.

For those who don’t want to 
participate in person, we will 
have Hanukkah goodie bags 
(porch pickup) with yummy 
treats available for $18. Check 
hadassahcltevents.org for more 
information.

Mah Jongg Cards
One bam! Six crack! It’s time 

to order your 2021 Mah Jongg 
card. This year, the small cards 
are $9 and the large cards are 
$10. Why order through Hadas-
sah? The National Mah Jongg 
League donates the proceeds 
from the sale of their official 
cards to charitable organizations, 
including Hadassah. It is a big 
fundraiser for our chapter. To or-
der, please send a check to Mer-

ril Schenkel, 3315 Mannington 
Drive, Charlotte, NC 28270. 
Celebrate Heart Health

Support pioneering research 
about women’s heart health by 
the Hadassah Medical Organiza-
tion. Sign up for the Turkey Trot. 
From November 26 to 29, walk 
or run, solo or with a team, any-
time, anyplace, inside or outside. 
5K your way!

Register at hadassahsuper-
south.org/turkeytrot. Create a 
personalized Turkey Trot page. 
Invite family and friends to sup-
port your team and donate to the 
cause. Questions? Contact the 
Hadassah SuperSouth offi  ce at 
supersouth@hadassah.org or 
by phone at (678) 443-2961.
The Short Stories Discussion 
Group reads stories each month 
from diff erent eras, authors, and 
cultures. Next meeting is 11:45 
a.m. on Friday, November 19. 
All meetings are held on the third 
Friday of the month at 11:45a.m. 
To confi rm this month’s location 
and receive the stories, RSVP 
to Amalia at amaliaima@ATT.
net. For additional information, 
email Amalia or email Linda 

Levy at levyollie@aol.com.
The next Hadassah Charlotte 

board meeting is on Monday, 
November 15 at 7 p.m. via 
Zoom. All members are invited. 
Contact Marci at marcig333@
gmail.com for the link.

Want to join Hadassah or 
learn about membership? Email 
Lori at lptrap@aol.com.

For up-to-date Hadassah in-
formation, check our website 
(HadassahCLTevents.org), like 
our Facebook page (Hadassah 
CLT), follow us on Instagram 
(Hadassah Charlotte) or Twitter 
(@HadassahCLT), or send us an 
email at HadassahCLT@gmail.
comgmail.com.

Hadassah Women Are Always Giving
Jewish Women
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After our eighth incredible 
and successful summer, CGI 
Ballantyne is back and offering 
an amazing winter camp experi-
ence for your children. With ac-
tivities, games, exciting Jewish 
themes, trips, crafts, and much 
more, your children will have 
a great time every single day. 
Our handpicked staff are expe-
rienced, energetic, and fun-lov-
ing camp counselors who love 
working with children. 

A special thank you to the 
Jewish Federation of Greater 
Charlotte for their support!

Monday through Friday, 
December 27–31   

9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Extend-
ed care available upon request 
For  ch i ld ren  ages  3 -11  
Children will be divided by age: 
Preschool, K - 3rd, 4th-6th

Pricing per child: 
Register for one day or for the 
entire week.  

Early Bird Price: $65 per day 
or $260 for the week   
AFTER December 7,   $75 per 
day or $295 for the week

Cost includes daily snacks 
and a hot kosher lunch.

To register, or for more in-
formation contact Leah Levin 
Leah@JewishBallantyne.com  
(704) 408 1116 or visit our web-
site www.CGIBallantyne.com.
Hanukkah Events:
Menorah Lighting @ Stonecrest
Join us for an unbelievable expe-
rience and help us light a giant 
Menorah at StoneCrest. Bring 
your family and friends for an 
amazing Chanukah night includ-
ing games, activities, crafts, and 
refreshments. 
Monday, November 29th 5:30  
p.m. at the Fountains Plaza 
This event is Free of Charge
Waxhaw Menorah Lighting
Join us for our seventh annual 
Menorah Lighting in Waxhaw. 
Wednesday, December 1st 
5:30 p.m.
Downtown Waxhaw
E North Main St at the Overhead 
Bridge
This event is open to the com-
munity free of charge.

For more info visit www.Jew-
ishBallantyne.com

 

CGI Ballantyne Winter Camp

Senior Campers in Winter Camp prepare their own meal with a Kosher 
Kitchen activity. 
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Education and Youth

Join our family
Give us a call (704) 364-8395   or visit jpskids.org

ב״ה

A Licensed Five-Star Preschool, NC Division of Child Development A project of Chabad of Charlotte

JPS Family Spotlight

Rebecca and Jason, with their daughters Leah and Eliza

JPS Family Spotlight

Rebecca and Jason, with their daughters 

Rebecca and Jason, with their daughters 

Rebecca and Jason, with their daughters Leah and Eliza

We are not originally from Charlotte and do 
not have family nearby, however JPS has truly 
become our second family. Over the past 5 
years, all 3 of our children have loved going 
to JPS every single day, starting from the 
infant room and all through pre-K. At JPS, 
teachers treat your children like they are 
their own and are so invested in the growth 
and care of your child. It is a place where 
the school leadership, administrative o ce, 
teachers and PTA care deeply about your 
family and are there for you in both hard 
and joyous times.  We could not have 
imagined a better school for our children.

Lilly & Akiva Kates

“
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By Mariashi Groner
Charlotte Jewish Day School 

celebrated Sukkot with Yitzchok 
Moully, a Jewish pop artist from 
Australia.  One of the two central 
mitzvot of Sukkot is to take the 
arba minim (the four types), hold 
them together, say a blessing, 
and shake them in all directions. 
The lulav (palm branch), etrog 
(citron), hadassim (myrtle), and 
aravot (willow), represent four 
types of Jews, and all must be 
included in order for the bless-

ing to be recited. These various 
plants are brought together to 
emphasize the unity of the Jew-
ish people. Another symbol of 
unity is the sukkah itself. Sitting 
in the sukkah bonds all who are 
there together as one, regardless 
of who they are. 

Yitzchok led us through a pop 
art project using bold, bright col-
ors and Jewish imagery. This ac-
tivity required all our students to 
work together, to unite fi rst by 
grade and then as a school, to 

create a large piece of pop art. 
Diff erent art media (watercolors 
and acrylics) and tools (sponge 
brushes, fan brushes, droppers, 
and rollers) were used to create 
this piece.   

The students then created their 
unique backgrounds and began 
to paint the arba minim. They 
did this using a stencil, bold oil-
based colors, and paint rollers. 
Each particular vegetation was 
assigned a particular color and a 
complementary background card 

from the fi rst step.
Once all 129 students com-

pleted their designs, their art 
was grouped together, fi rst by 
grade, and then the grades were 
combined to represent the en-
tire school. This piece of uni-
ty of the Jewish people is on 
display on the fi rst fl oor of the 
school.

In addition to eating in the 
Sukkah for lunch, saying the 
bracha on the arba minim each 
day, and creating this wonder-
ful work of art, we couldn’t 
miss out on the next holiday 
of Simchat Torah. A Torah was 
brought out with a very spe-

cial visitor, our Torah mascot, 
and the dancing began. As the 

children danced, following the 
Dancing Torah, each child was 
given a chance to kiss and hug 
the Torah.

Spiritual lessons are often not 
concrete and tangible, especially 
for young children, and therefore 
need a multipronged approach 
to convey. Touching, creat-
ing, smelling, tasting, hearing, 
singing, and doing all reinforce 
what we teach, especially Jewish 
 teachings practices. In addition 
to all of our wonderful, uplifting 
traditions, learning about the 
deeper meanings of our religious 

practices and celebrations helps 
the students internalize and con-
nect with the ultimate goals of 
our holidays: mitzvot and study.

This day captured the message 
of Sukkot and Simchat Torah and 
was a meaningful and inspiring, 
fun-fi lled day!

Education and Youth

Unity in the Sukkah

Students dancing with the CJDS Torah mascot

The completed piece of pop art hanging on a wall at CJDS

B”H

704.366.4558  |  CJDSchool.org

We’re Growing!
Our extraordinary education will 
soon include middle school students!  
Beginning in the fall of 2022, CJDS will 
expand to offer grades TK-6.

CHECK US OUT! 
CALL TO SCHEDULE A CALL TO SCHEDULE A TOURTOUR

B”H

We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!
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Education and Youth

Hebrew High: Not Too Late to Register 
For Second Trimester
By Megan Harkavay

One of the more popular 
changes with Hebrew High this 
year is the ability to sign up for 
the trimesters that you want in-
stead of being required to sign 
up for the entire year. We ac-
knowledge that teens these days 
are exceptionally busy and are 
involved in many extracurricu-
lar activities. For example, this 
change allows them to be part of 
the soccer team in the fall and at-
tend Hebrew High through win-
ter and spring. It is not too late to 
sign up for the second trimester, 
which starts on Wednesday, De-
cember 8. Each trimester is only 
six weeks. Read below all the 
class off erings and visit www.
hebrewhigh.org to sign up today!

Halakhic (Jewish Law) Ar-
guments and Traditions

Have you ever wondered why 
some Jews celebrate two days 
of Rosh Hashanah while others 
celebrate one day? Why does 
keeping kosher mean something 
different to different families? 
Why we wrap tefi llin so many 
diff erent ways or don’t wrap it at 
all? Why do Sephardic Jews eat 
rice during Passover? Why don’t 

synagogues in the same city end 
Shabbat at the same time? Using 
a mix of rabbinic rulings, videos, 
and Jewish texts, we will explore 
what makes us all unique in our 
Judaism.

Traditional Jewish Baking
Come and learn how to make 

traditional Jewish recipes that 
have been passed on L’Dor V’ 
Dor (from generation to gener-
ation) throughout the centuries 
from our Jewish ancestors. We 
will learn the basics of keeping 
kosher while learning how to 
make traditional Ashkenazi Jew-
ish foods such as noodle kugel, 

mandel bread, rugelach, bagels 
and more! We will explore the 
history behind each food we 
make. This class is sure to be a 
tummy pleaser! 

Prayer Playlist
The prayer s in our prayer 

books have developed over 
time. Our prayers contain de-
tailed and beautiful images of 
God, the world, and Jewish 
ideas and values. In this course, 
we will explore the prayers we 
have inherited through the gen-
erations and look for ideas and 
themes that matter to us as in-
dividuals. We will each build 

a personal playlist of Jewish and 
non-Jewish music that can help 
us connect to our prayers in new 
ways.  

Nourishing Your Soul
This class will explore the rel-

evance of Judaism in your life 
and how being Jewish informs 
your understanding of yourself, 
your family, your community, 
the choices you make, and what 
is holy. It will place an emphasis 
on students’ experience of their 
Judaism rather than an obligation 
or expectation of others (Why is 
being Jewish important to me? 
What connects me as a Jew?) 
The class will help empower 
students to understand that their 
future Jewish choices will be 
theirs to make. And fi nally, it will 
explore what it means to be part 
of a people. (Why do we support 
and celebrate each other? Why 
are my Jewish milestones signifi -
cant to the larger Jewish world?)

The Good, the Bad, and the 
Ugly

Do you like all things Jewish? 
Do you like trivia? How about 
we do both? We will explore 
Jewish history, culture, sports, 
entertainment, and all things 
Israel through trivia. A good 

discussion always begins with a 
question. We will use the trivia 
questions to launch our conver-
sations. Together we will explore 
the good, bad, and ugly of our 
Jewish identities in the hopes of 
understanding where we came 
from and where we are headed.

Israel: In Our Hearts and on 
Our Campuses

There is one image of Israel 
that is sunny, joyful and full of 
pioneers working hard. There 
is another image that is dark, 
violent, and mired in endless 
confl ict. The reality of Israel is a 
complex puzzle of truths and ex-
periences layered with centuries 
of history and meaning. In this 
course, we will solidify our un-
derstandings of Zionism, Isra-
el’s founding, and the country’s 
relationship with its neighbors 
and with the American Jewish 
community. We will also exam-
ine how Israel is portrayed in the 
media and in relationship to oth-
er social justice movements. Stu-
dents will have a chance to safe-
ly explore their own opinions and 
consider how they might partic-
ipate in discussions about Israel 
on future college campuses. 

Hebrew High students making cheese blintzes in our traditi onal Jewish cook-
ing class
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By Brian Meltsner
When people ask me about 

JELF (Jewish Education Loan 
Fund), I tell them it’s the kind of 
organization that will make you 
proud to be Jewish. Regardless 
of your political or social be-
liefs, JELF has universal appeal. 
I have been personally involved 
with JELF as a board member, 
supporter, and recipient for the 
past 20 years, and my personal 
involvement started before then 
without my even knowing it.

It was August 1982 and orien-
tation week for incoming fresh-
man at UNC Chapel Hill. One 
night my dorm had a party where 
the school put a keg of beer in 
the social lounge on every sin-
gle floor. To get free beer, all you 
needed was to show your dorm 
room key. Naturally, my new 
roommate and I decided to start 
on the top floor, work our way 
down each floor, and then back 
up to every lounge once more. 
While waiting in line to get a 
beer, I pulled out my room key. 
Attached to my key chain was a 
Coca-Cola emblem in Hebrew, 
which my aunt had given to me 
from her recent trip to Israel. 
Funny enough, the person right 

behind me pulled out the exact 
same keychain and told me he 
got his from his aunt from when 
she had gone to Israel. His name 
was Harold Berger. Harold and 
I started talking and realized we 
had mutual friends. After that 
evening, Harold became one of 
my best friends at Chapel Hill, 
and he remains so today. 

During our years in college 
years, Harold and I shared a 
house together, and I got to know 
him and his family very well. 
To attend college, Harold was 
borrowing from JELF, which 
provides 0% interest loans for 
Jewish students to pursue higher 
education. He shared that without 
JELF’s assistance, he would not 
have been able to attend UNC. 
About 10 years after graduating, 
Harold, who was now living in 
his hometown of Atlanta, called 
me in Charlotte. Harold shared 
that he was now involved as a 
JELF alumni serving on its board 
of directors. The organization 
was hoping to grow its presence 
and asked me whether I would 
consider getting involved in this 
important effort. Knowing what 
I did about JELF, it was an hon-
or to be asked by Harold, and I 

accepted immediately.       
To understand JELF, it helps 

if you know something about 
its origin. Originally known as 
the Hebrew Orphans’ Home, 
which operated in Atlanta from 
1876 to 1929, the organization 
evolved into a foster care and 
adoption program, called Jewish 
Children’s Service (JCS), after 
society moved away from the 
traditional orphanage system. In 
1961, the JCS transformed once 
again into an organization that 
provides interest-free loans for 
higher education to Jewish stu-
dents in Florida, Georgia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Virginia (excluding DC) and for-
mally renamed the organization 
Jewish Educational Loan Fund. 
Over time, JEFL has loaned to 
more than 2,296 students. In 
the past 12 years, 99% of loans 
have been paid back in full; in 
fact, only four borrowers have 
defaulted in JELF’s very long 
history.

When serving on the board, I 
found that one of the most in-
teresting JELF projects I took 
part in was a project to connect 
with descendants of former do-
nors from 1936 across North 

Carolina using the minutes and 
donor listing from the 1936 an-
nual board meeting. Some of the 
names on these lists were famil-
iar as current Jewish community 
members. Donation amounts in 
1936 ranged from $2 to $2,000! 
This project provided the unique 
opportunity to involve many de-

scendants of former beneficiaries 
and former donors whose fam-
ilies had provided support to 
the orphanage or the JCS. This 
project meaningfully reconnect-
ed Jewish individuals here in 
Charlotte with their roots.

Today I am proud to report 
that not only do I remain a proud 
JELF champion and supporter, 
but also, to bring it full circle, 
Harold’s son, Julius, is now a 
freshman at Chapel Hill, and 
he and my son Zeke, who is a 
senior, have already become 
friends and are hooping it up 
together in Woolen Gym. As a 
JELF recipient himself, Zeke has 
continued the tradition.  L’dor 
vador!

Brian works as a business 
insurance specialist at Hood 
Hargett & Associates and holds 
a Certified Insurance Counselor 
(CIC) professional designation. 
Brian holds a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in English literature from 
the University of North Caroli-
na, Chapel Hill. He has been 
married to his wife, Tonya, for 
25 years and has three wonder-
ful children, Maggie, Zeke, and 
Jack.

Brian Meltsner: My JELF Story

DON’T JUST LIVE HERE . . .

LOVE IT HERE.

Residents of The Barclay love the living choices, abundant resort-like 
amenities and nearly endless social engagements available to them. Here, residents and their families will 
love the emphasis on nutritious dining options, whole-person wellness and the peace of mind that comes 
from having continuing care in place should they need it.

Call 980.224.8540 to schedule a private visit and don’t just live here...LOVE IT HERE.
4801 Barclay Downs Drive, Charlotte, NC 28210    BarclayAtSouthPark.com

A Life Plan Community off ered by Liberty Senior Living © 2021 The Barclay at SouthPark

NOW OPEN
Select Your Home Today!

121075 barclay at southpark love it here dining ad-cjn.indd   1121075 barclay at southpark love it here dining ad-cjn.indd   1 6/9/21   5:11 PM6/9/21   5:11 PM

Education and Youth

Julius Berger UNC 2025 (left) and 
Zeke Meltsner UNC 2022 (right). 
Sons of Sally and Harold Berger (At-
lanta) and Tonya and Brian Meltsner 
(Charlotte)
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By Samantha Cooper, September 
17, 2021 (JTA)

Under a perfectly blue sky, 
the campers gathered around 
Lillian Feldman-Hill as she 
showed them how to create a 
combustible mixture using wa-
ter, soap and butane. Then she 
demonstrated how to blow huge 
fi reballs with just cornstarch and 
a blowtorch.

Welcome to Camp Nai Nai 
Nai, a Jewish summer camp ex-
perience for adults.

Held on Labor Day weekend 
just before Rosh Hashanah, the 
camp drew some 100 adults in 
their 20s and 30s from through-
out North America to have fun, 
make new friends and do Jewish.

The camp, whose session over 
the holiday weekend marked its 
fi rst in-person experience since 
the onset of the pandemic, was 
born in 2017 of an eff ort to fi nd 
ways to get young adults more 
involved in Jewish community. 
The camp targets those in the age 
range with the lowest levels of 
affi  liation with Jewish commu-
nity life.

Camp Nai Nai Nai is a pro-
gram of Moishe House, a leading 
organization in engaging young 
Jews around peer-led programs, 
including some of whom live 
in subsidized co-living spaces. 
Unlike the events that Moishe 
House off ers year-round, Camp 
Nai Nai Nai provides an escape 
from the mundane and a chance 
to have fun like a kid again.

“Camp Nai Nai Nai represents 
a unique part of the year,” said 
Ira Markowitz, who was partici-
pating at camp for his third year. 
“It’s a place where the ordinary 
limitations of life are eff ectively 
suspended. You have more time 
to focus on the stuff  you want to 
do as opposed to the stuff  you 
have to do.”

This session, held Sept. 3-5 
at a lakeside retreat in rural 
Waynesboro, Pennsylvania, fea-
tured the typical camp activities 
like a mud obstacle course, slip 
’n’ slide kickball, zip lines, color 
war and sing-alongs, as well as 
more adult off erings such as al-
cohol, fi re play and a workshop 
on being kinky.

Camp Nai Nai Nai in early 
September 2021 drew some 100 
adults in their 20s and 30s to 
have fun, make new friends and 
do Jewish. (Yoav Magid)

There were also three varieties 
of Shabbat services and plenty 
of Shabbat-friendly play shops, 
such as Israeli dancing and a ses-
sion called “Funny They Don’t 
Look Jewish,” which focused on 
Jewish characters in superhero 
comics.

The campers came from as far 

as Texas and Canada. Some were 
Moishe House residents; others 
were regulars at Moishe House 
events. But plenty are not active 
in their Jewish communities back 
home and were looking for an 
opportunity to connect with Jew-
ish peers in a fun, non-stressful 
environment.

“It’s nice to be around some-
thing familiar and being able to 
connect with people who share 
the same kind of identity with 
you,” said Joel Ravitz, 32, who 
traveled to the camp from New 
Jersey with his younger brother, 
Lloyd.

The campers came from a 
variety of races, genders, sex-
ual identities and Jewish back-
grounds.

“There aren’t obstacles here 
to being yourself and exploring 
who you are,” said Cleo Daniels, 
a nonbinary Mizrahi person of 
color with disabilities. “It’s so 
accessible for anyone to tap into 
anything and to be supported. 
Nobody is asking me to be any-
thing less than authentic.

“I feel the wider Jewish world 
needs to learn from here about 
creating aff ordable and engaging 
ways of uplifting our inner child 
and making it a package for all 
sorts of people. There’s no agen-
da here. There’s no fundraising. 
You can come with whatever 
interests you have.”

Due to COVID-19, the camp 
had to make some changes: 
There were 100 campers rather 
than the usual 300, and the re-
treat was moved to Labor Day 
weekend from its traditional 
time on Memorial Day weekend.

All campers and counselors 
had to be vaccinated against 
COVID and present a negative 
PCR test upon arrival. The camp 
also ended a day earlier than 
normal so campers could return 
home before Rosh Hashanah. 
Many campers expressed dis-
appointment at the abbreviated 
session — they wanted to stay 
longer.

On the final morning, the 
campers participated in a “Survi-
vor”-themed color war in which 

they had to complete an obstacle 
course, build a raft to cross the 
swimming pool and take on mul-
tiple rounds of challenges that 
ranged from freestyle rapping to 
yoga. The points were made up 
and the winner didn’t matter: The 
idea was to cement new friend-
ships and, as with regular Jewish 
summer camp, leave the campers 
with a positive experience and 
lifelong memories.

“What we’re doing here at 
camp is pretty special: It’s three 
or four days, but people develop 
really deep connections with one 
another and have a very special 
time here,” said Ben Suster, 27, a 
third-year counselor and former 
Moishe House resident.

Camp Nai Nai Nai is plan-
ning additional camp experienc-
es in 2022 on the East and West 
coasts, as well as in the Midwest.

The camp has been huge-
ly popular since its inception. 
This year, spots fi lled up within 
a week of the dates being an-
nounced. There was no camp 
in 2020 due to the coronavirus, 
though Nai Nai Nai did hold sev-
eral online activities. But it was 
clear campers were aching for 
in-person contact.

“We know people are just 
itching to get together, and with 
precautions we can do it all safe-

ly,” said Lisa Klig, who ended 
her tenure as camp director on 
September 30. “It’s a very valu-
able experience for everyone 
involved.”

Greg Kellner, the new camp 
director, echoed Klig’s senti-
ments and praised the effi  ciently, 
creativity, attention to detail, and 
high caliber of professionalism 
displayed by camp staff .  “I loved 
how everyone could truly be 
themselves and express their Ju-
daism. Some even did something 
Jewish for the very first time. 
The playshops were unique and 
included circus arts, a Disney 
sing-along, fi re bending, yoga, 

and more,” Kellner said. “While 
I do have more than 10 years of 
professional camp experience, 
this was my fi rst Camp Nai Nai 
Nai and I loved it.” 

This article was sponsored by 
and produced in partnership with 
Camp Nai Nai Nai, the ultimate 
Jewish summer camp for adults 
in their 20s and 30s, powered by 
Moishe House. This article was 
produced by JTA’s native content 
team.

Jewish Summer Camp for Adults Combines 
Fire Breathing, Color War, and Shabbat 
Experiences

Education and Youth

Hampton Inn & Suites SouthPark at Phillips Place, 
Charlotte, NC  28210    7043195700

www.hamptonsouthpark.com

SouthPark at Phillips Place

w Featuring 124 beautifully decorated guest
rooms and suites conveniently located 

in Phillips Place
w Complimentary amenities include: 

Hot breakfast, internet access,
transportation to Shalom Park

w Hospitality Suite  
w Great Room: Special rates available for

Friday night dinner

For more information, contact: Pamela.Haythe@hilton.com

Where Families 
Come Together

Incoming Camp Nai Nai Nai Director 
Greg Kellner



Hanukkah Crossword 
Sponsored by Phil’s Deli

Phil’s Deli
4223 Providence Road, in the Strawberry Hill Shopping Center

Open for Dine In and Take Out (704) 366-8811

(Solutions on page 47)

Yours Truly 
Needlepoint and Knitting

Join Us - Knit,Crochet,Needlepoint
* Handpainted needlepoint 
canvases

* Huge selection of yarns

* Expert finishing
* Complimentary lessons
* Unique gift ideas

THANKS TO THE AMAZING WORK OF VOLUNTEERS
12,000 blankets have been donated to the Levine Children’s Hospital

10,000 chemo hats have been donated to facilities for cancer 
patients around Charlotte

All proceeds go to local charities 704-366-6765

Wednesdays 8-11 AM at the Levine Jewish Community Center 
Thursdays 9 AM - 5 PM at the home of Lynn Edelstein 3802 Columbine Cir.

Why Hire a 
Salesman When
You Can Hire a
Sales Mensch?

ww Free Market Analysis  ww Free MEGA Open House
ww Fire Me Guarantee

ANDY GRIESINGER 4432998946

Dream Home Today. Dream Home Today. 
Your Home Tomorrow.Your Home Tomorrow.

andy@andyre.comwww.SalesMensch.com         
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Across
1. Doughnut fi lling
4. “Man on the Moon” band
7. Nickname for Steve Rogers
10. Coolers, for short
13. ___ L'Tzedek
14. Muhammad whose grandson had a Bar 
Mitzvah
15. Latke liquid
16. Bulls in boxscores
17. Daniel survived one
18. When the 17th of Tammuz falls out 
some years
20. When squared, a  kosher cracker
21. ___ Zemirot
23. Some calendars have two
24. It's used to walk the dog?
25. Sefardic cousin of cholent
27. NYC airport
28. Aired Seinfeld say
29. Cooperative interactions
32. Location question (answered two ways 
in this puzzle) regarding the events alluded 
to by a dreidel
33. "___ ___ shorts!" (Bart Simpson)
35. Hatzalah letters
37. Notable ancestor of the Maccabees
39. Emerald Isle
42. Screen that blips
45. Rugrats character that observes Cha-
nukah
46. Company that collapsed in 2001
47. Mount Hermon has it (Masada does 
not)
48. Certifi es by oath
51. Flight stat.
52. Dimes and agorot, e.g.
54. Achilles' victim in "The Iliad"
56. Fashion lines
58. Author ___ Stanley Gardner
59. It comes at the end of the year
62. Comedy duo that played "Gefi lta Fresh 
& Dr. Dreidel",  Key & ___
64. Made like any country that's fought 
Israel (blee eyen hara)
68. Ancestry
69. ___ ___ ante (raise)
70. Jedi who saved the day in "The Man-
dalorian"
71. Former Prime Minister born "Mabo-
vich"
72. Stiffl  y formal
73. Play dreidel

Down
1. A Maccabee
2. Sports venue
3. Notable agricultural sheva
4. Shofar provider
5. Oscar winner Kazan
6. Setting of the Maccabee rebellion, in 
modern day terms
7. Like the Maccabees
8. Suff ers from a plague
9. Tissue layer
10. Adam Sandler, e.g.
11. Wife of Rabbi Menachem (Mendel)
12. A Maccabee
19. Hockey great Jaromir
22. It barely mentions the events of Cha-
nukah
24. All-too-agreeable fellows
26. Famous Science Guy
28. Emeritus: Abbr.
30. Supporter of arms, for short
31. Actor McKellen who has played both a 
Nazi and a Holocaust survivor
34. Word before Shamayim or Hashem
35. Bana of Munich
36. ___ Hach
38. 1 or 66, abbr.
40. Caramel-fi lled chocolate candy
41. ___'acte (play break)
43. Narc's org.
44. What Matisyahu felt when he rebelled
46. Donkey, in Berlin
49. "Time fl ies," with "fugit"
50. Kind of movie glasses
53. 19-Down, e.g.
55. Human body's 50,000,000,000,000 or 
so
57. YK month, often
58. K-12, in education
59. Tree that's an anagram of comic legend 
Brooks
60. One can be told for "Shalom Bayit" 
reasons
61. College, to an Aussie
63. TLV posting
65. Kosher label with an extra caveat
66. Word with "jet" or "water"
67. Sons of Haman
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By Jill Blumenthal
As Charlotte Jewish News 

readers have learned in recent 
issues, Foundation for the Char-
lotte Jewish Community and 
the Harold Grinspoon Founda-
tion are sponsoring “Each One 
Reach One,” a campaign de-
signed to increase the number 
of donors making legacy gifts 
to Jewish agencies. “Each One 
Reach One” employs a simple 
strategy — it asks donors who 
have already committed legacy 
gifts to share with their friends 
and family their motivations for 
leaving a legacy, in the hope that 
their example and stories will 
make legacy giving both inspir-
ing and accessible.

The Hebrew Cemetery is hon-
ored to support “Each One Reach 
One.” Of course we hope this ef-
fort will help us increase the size 
of our own Legacy Society and 
ultimately the endowment that 
will support the cemetery in per-
petuity. But we also believe that 
it will benefi t the entire Greater 
Charlotte Jewish community by 
demonstrating that all individu-
als and/or families are capable 
of making a signifi cant diff er-
ence through legacy giving.      

We asked some of the existing 
members of our Legacy Society 
to share their motivations for 
their gifts. Here are some an-
swers we received.

Lorrie Klemons: Barry and I 
are extremely grateful and com-
mitted to the Charlotte Jewish 
community and each one of 
the Jewish agencies that have 
enhanced our family’s Jewish 
life for the past 33 years. We are 
thrilled and honored to leave a 
legacy gift to guarantee that oth-
er families will enjoy all that we 
gleaned from our fabulous Jew-
ish community.

Lisa Strause Levinson: My 
fi rst response is, “Why wouldn’t 
you be a legacy donor of the He-
brew Cemetery Association?” I 
think that a Hebrew cemetery 
is the backbone of any Jewish 
community, no matter the city 
or town. For me, Charlotte is 
where I have lived most of my 
life. Our cemetery is a link to the 
history of our Jewish communi-
ty, starting in the 1800s, and is 
where generations of my family 
are buried, including my parents. 
I want to leave a legacy that the 
cemetery will always be here for 
the community.

Marc Silverman: The Hebrew 
Cemetery is an important part of 
Charlotte’s Jewish community 
infrastructure. It serves a vital 
need and is very much unappre-
ciated until it is needed.

Brian Yesowitch: I am very 
proud to publicly declare that I 
have made a legacy commitment 
to the Hebrew Cemetery Asso-
ciation. The cemetery’s creation 
was a statement of hope. A group 
of a dozen or so Jewish families 
from diff erent backgrounds, who 
spoke diff erent languages, decid-
ed in 1867 they would build a 
home far away from their birth 
communities in Europe. The 
Jewish legacy they created was 
our Hebrew Cemetery. More 
than 150 years later, it’s now our 
chance to build an even greater 
legacy for those generations of 
Jewish men, women, and fam-
ilies  that will depend on our 
Hebrew Cemetery Association 
for services and compassionate 
support when they experience 
loss. I encourage all of Jewish 
Charlotte to support our Hebrew 
Cemetery through the Charlotte 
Jewish Legacy program even if 
they aren’t association members 
or intend to be buried here.

I also feel required to share 
my own reasons for making my 
own legacy commitment. My 
practical side loves the idea that 
after I’m gone, the organizations 
I care about, including the He-
brew Cemetery, will receive a 
much larger gift than I was able 
to give during my lifetime, while 
reducing the tax burden on my 
family. As someone who loves 
stories and history, I appreciate 
the idea of adding my own sto-
ry to the cemetery’s. My legacy 
gift will allow me to tell part of 
my story and what I value while 
leaving a meaningful legacy that 
will outlast my life. 

Want to share your own sto-
ry with the community? Please 
consider joining us. Be remem-
bered by your community and 
the Hebrew Cemetery with a gift 
in your will, trust, retirement ac-
count, or life insurance policy. 
Gifts of any size are meaningful 
and have a real impact .

Thank you to Lorrie and Bar-
ry, Lisa, Marc, Brian, and all oth-
er members of our Legacy Soci-
ety for their generous support of 
our mission.  Would you like to 
share your story as part of “Each 
One Reach One”? Please contact 

me or our director, Sandra Gold-
man, at director@hebrew-ceme-
tery.org or (704) 516-1859.

Membership Update
The Hebrew Cemetery is 

grateful for the support of its 
members, which allows us to 
off er our services to our entire 
Jewish community. Your annu-
al membership dues provide an 
important source of revenue to 
help off set operating costs such 
as maintaining the grounds 
and paying our professional 
staff. Since 2004, the Hebrew 
Cemetery Association’s annual 
membership has been $72. Due 
to rising costs, the board of di-
rectors decided that the Ceme-
tery will raise its annual dues to 
$108. Please know that no one 
is turned down for membership 
due to fi nancial hardship. We ap-
preciate your support.
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Tell Us Your Story: Th e Hebrew Cemetery 
Supports “Each One Reach One”

Thank you to our Members, Donors 
and Legacy Society Members that have 

generously supported us for over 155 years.
Since 2004, the Association’s annual membership has been $72.

 Due to rising costs, the board of directors decided that it will raise its annual dues to $108.
 Please know that no one is turned away for membership or burial due to financial hardship.

 Annual dues provide an important source of revenue that allows us 
to maintain the grounds, provide funeral services, and pay our professional staff.
 Benefits of membership include substantial discounts on graves and burial fees.

 Interest and Questions – call Director, Sandra Goldman, 
at 704.576.1859 or email director@hebrewcemetery.org

 www.hebrewcemetery.org



Legacy
Donors

Anonymous* (2)
Sanford and Lois Benjamin
Nancy and Sam Bernstein
Mark (OBM) and Louise (OBM) Bernstein
Bobbi and Don Bernstein
Susan P. Bessey
Peter Martin Blair
Barry Bobrow and Karen Knoble
Justin Bregman and Diana Warth Bregman
Steven and Olivia Cohen
Paul and Lynn Edelstein
Adam Foodman
Ken and Tammy Golder
Allen Gordon (OBM)
Jeff and Bari Gorelick
Bill and Patty (OBM) Gorelick
Joel Horwich
Nancy and Robert Kipnis

Lorrie and Barry Klemons and Family
Alison and Mark Lerner
Harry and Gloria Lerner
Leon and Sandra Levine
Holly and Hal Levinson
Annie and Harrison Lord
Rose (OBM) and Abe (OBM) Luski
Polly and Steve Menaker
Eliot and Shirley Rosen
Marty and Elaine Schefflin
Melvin Segal
Louis Sinkoe and H. Kevin Levine
Lori and Eric Sklut
Ken and Marcia Stern
Marilyn and Harry Swimmer
Mort Wise
*Donors who wish to remain anonymous
OBM - Of Blessed Memory

The following individuals/families are in the Book 
of Life Society and have granted us permission to 
share with you that Foundation of Shalom Park has 
been included as a beneficiary of their legacy gift.

704.973.4544 • charlottejewishfoundation.org

To learn how you can create your own Jewish legacy, contact 
Phil Warshauer (704) 973-4544.

A supporting organization of Foundation For The Carolinas

A FCJC Donor-Advised 
Fund (DAF) is a convenient 
and effective planning tool to 
streamline your charitable giving. 
It is easy to establish, provides 
an immediate income tax deduc-
tion for charitable gifts, and can 
be funded with a wide variety of 
assets. It is also an opportunity 
to give Jewishly. Our FCJC team 
will support you every step of the 
way.

Benefi ts of a FCJC DAF:
• Limited paperwork  
• Easy way to support your fa-

vorite public charities (Jew-
ish or non-Jewish, local or 
nationwide)

• Online grant recommenda-
tions ($100 minimum)

• Online accessibility to 
monthly statements and in-
vestment performance

• Six investment options based 
on your goals

• Your FCJC DAF will help:
• Off set fl uctuations in annual 

income 
• Maximize gifts of appreciat-

ed stock 
• Consolidate all charitable 

giving into one fund 
• Simplify your lifetime and 

legacy charitable planning
• Express your Jewish values 

for giving
Our professional staff, with 

the support of our colleagues 
at Foundation For The Caroli-
nas (FFTC), provides expertise 
and years of experience to help 
develop a plan that meets your 
needs, accomplishes your goals, 
and benefits organizations and 
causes important to you.   

 For more information, please 
contact Phil Warshauer pwar-
shauer@charlottejewishfounda-
tion.org at (704) 973-4544.

Simplify Year-
End Giving With 
a FCJC Donor-
Advised Fund

By Larry Luxner, October 13, 
2021, TEL AVIV (JTA)

Eosiniphilic esophagitis, a 
chronic immune disease caused 
mainly by food allergies, is a seri-
ous condition aff ecting about one 
in 2,000 children. Yet it’s very dif-
fi cult to diagnose.

That’s because it traditionally 
requires a highly trained patholo-
gist to analyze biopsies under a mi-
croscope — an arduous, time-con-
suming process that sometimes 
yields diff erent results depending 
on who is doing the analysis.

But what if a machine scanned 
the biopsies instead, and got the 
diagnosis right every time?

An inconceivable fantasy only 
20 years ago, it’s no longer science 
fi ction — thanks to a unique new 
partnership between the Tech-
nion-Israel Institute of Technology 
in Haifa and Cincinnati Children’s 

Hospital Medical Center in Ohio.
Known offi  cially as the Bridge 

to Next-Generation Medicine, the 
academic venture, launched in 
September, aims to revolutionize 
pediatric medicine by combin-
ing the Technion’s technological 
prowess, including world-re-
nowned expertise in computational 
science and artifi cial intelligence, 
with doctors and scientists focused 
on understanding and treating 
childhood diseases.

The hope is that together they 
will come up with new ways of 
diagnosing and treating pediatric 
illnesses.

“It’s an exciting partnership 
that brings together people who 
normally wouldn’t work together 
— particularly computer scientists 
with computational biologists, and 
pediatric scientists focused on bet-
ter understanding of treating the 

diseases of childhood,” said the 
chief visionary behind the part-
nership, Dr. Marc Rothenberg, di-
rector of Children’s Hospital’s Di-
vision of Allergy and Immunology.

For example, when it comes 
to eosiniphilic esophagitis, a mi-
croscopic evaluation by a doctor 
might take 20 or 30 minutes. But a 
computer could do it automatically 
and work 24/7, and it continually 
learns.

With the new partnerships be-
tween the Technion and Cincinnati 
Children’s, the analysis could take 
place within minutes of procure-
ment of the microscopic slide, 
and it can happen across large dis-
tances — in this case the Atlantic 
Ocean.

Marrying science with big data, 
in particular, can help unleash 
a toolbox to solve unmet global 
pediatric needs, ranging from ul-

tra-rare diseases to common ones 
such as asthma, cancer and autism, 
according to Rothenberg.

“Research has become much 
more complex and involves big 
data sets,” Rothenberg said. “By 
having approaches that involve 
expertise in computational science 
and AI — which is a strength of the 
Technion —  we can apply these 
to understanding diseases in ways 
that are revolutionary.”

A world expert on infl ammatory 
diseases, Rothenberg came up with 
the idea for the partnership while 
on a sabbatical at the Technion and 
its associated hospital, Rambam, 
also in Haifa.

Two Israeli scientists, profes-
sors Yonatan Savir and Shai Shen-
Orr, will head up the project on the 
Technion side.

Savir specializes in harnessing 
artificial intelligence for health 

applications. Among other things, 
his lab at the Technion developed 
unique algorithms to remotely 
monitor patients for COVID-19 
symptoms.

“My lab is unique because we 
have people doing molecular bi-
ology together with those with a 
background in engineering and 
computational biology,” Savir 
said. “Our underlying basic re-
search goal is to understand how 
biological systems age and fail. 
The aging process is so complicat-
ed, and there are so many moving 
parts.”

Machine learning and AI can do 
a variety of things for medicine, 
Savir explained. For one thing, AI 
can help physicians make better 
decisions based on current bio-
markers — molecules found in 

Groundbreaking Partnership Combines Israeli 
Technological Prowess With Pediatric Medicine
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Tropical Secrets:
Holocaust Refugees in Cuba
By Margarita Engle I Adapted for the stage by LM Feldman

ON STAGE November 6-14  I  For ages 9 and up

Tickets at ctcharlotte.org or 704-973-2828
Kindness casts a welcomed light against the dark 
shadow of the holocaust in this poignant play of two 
friends faced with making choices that change lives.
This production is part of The Kindness Project.

Catch a sneak peek of the show: 
https://bit.ly/tropicalsecrets
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WA L T O N W O O D . C O M   |   S I N G H C A R E E R S . C O M

COTSWOLD

Assisted Living & Memory Care 

5215 Randolph Road
Charlotte, NC 28211

704-495-6031

Independent Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care

11945 Providence Road
Charlotte, NC 28277

704-246-3055
PROVIDENCE

Visit a Waltonwood senior living community near you and learn more.

Waltonwood 
wishes you an 

abundance of joy 
and good health 

this holiday
season.

Now welcoming new residents!

OFFER: Patients must pay in full either Nov. 4 or 5, 2021 to take advantage 
of the event pricing. Procedures may be scheduled on either of those days or 
at a later date. Patients may not buy additional product for future office visits.

$100 OFF each additional syringe of Juvéderm, 
Restylane, Radiesse, and others.

2 DAYS ONLY!
Nov. 4-5

BOTOX/FILLERBOTOX/FILLER

BOTOX: $11/UNIT

XEOMIN: $10/UNIT

JEUVEAU: $9.50/UNIT

DYSPORT: $3.20/UNIT

FILLER: $50 OFF 1ST SYRINGE

704.344.8846
309 S. Sharon Amity Rd., Charlotte, NC 28211

�e Charlotte
NEWSJEWISH
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By Rabbi Judy Schindler and 
Donna Tarney

The Stan Greenspon Center 
for Holocaust and Social Justice 
Education supports and equips 
those who have a passion for 
racial justice, Jewish life, and 
Holocaust and human rights ed-
ucation. For fi ve years we have 
built lasting relationships across 
the community. It is our pleasure 
to introduce you to a few of our 
friends and highlight their voices 
as they share what brings them to 
this work. 

Jordan Bernstein, Co-Chair 
of Charlotte’s Black/Jewish Al-
liance

Jordan Bernstein, a fourth gen-
eration Temple Beth El member 
and associate attorney at Cran-
fill Sumner LLP, has taken on 
the leadership of our Charlotte 
Black-Jewish Alliance’s Inaugu-
ral Cohort as co-chair with Ashley 
Ross. 

Jordan is inspired by the 1963 
March on Washington, when 
Rabbi Joachim Prinz stated, “As 
Americans, we share the profound 
concern of millions of people 
about the shame and disgrace of 
inequality and injustice.” Rabbi 
Prinz fl ed Nazi Germany in 1937. 
He understood how antisemitism 
and racism were used to gener-

ate fear, keep minority groups 
divided, and build political pow-
er. It was this sense of history 
and shared commitment that led 
Blacks and Jews to work side by 
side during civil rights history. 

Jordan shares, “This history 
of collaboration inspired the in-
augural program of Charlotte’s 
Black/Jewish Alliance, a young 
professional program seeking to 
develop skills and relationships 
to advance racial equity and fi ght 
antisemitism. I was excited to 
accept the position as the Jew-
ish co-chair given how much 
my Jewish identity has shaped 
my commitment to the pursuit 
of justice . . . I believe tending 
to this historical alliance is neces-
sary for our community. It is my 
hope that this program broadens 
understanding of commonalities 
and diff erences between the black 
and Jewish communities, as well 
as develops relationships critical 
to building the power to create 
systemic change. I am thankful to 
the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Charlotte for making this program 
possible.” 

Leila Rotker, Queens Hillel 
Leader

Our Freshman Class is chock-
full of Jewish leaders who jumped 
right into Hillel and are ready to 

take Jewish Life at Queens Uni-
versity to the next level with non-
stop programing and a strong 
Jewish presence on campus. 
Sophomore Lara Boyle, who is 
a creative writing major inter-
viewed Leila Rotker, who will 
help provide student-led services. 

When asked why she chose 
Queens University of Charlotte 
and Hillel, Leila Rotker, 25, 
from Germantown, Maryland, 
said, “When choosing a college, I 
wanted a school with music thera-
py and a Jewish community. Both 
of these are very important to me. 
Queens is the special school that 
has both.” She also loved the fact 
that Hillel provided her with a 
Jewish home in her new city. 
Leila shared, “Hillel gives me 
the opportunity to safely express 
my Judaism on campus.” Queens’ 
Hillel already helped her celebrate 
the High Holidays and make new 
friends. She looks forward to cele-
brating “Shabbat Under the Stars” 
at the new rooftop picnic area in 
the new Sarah Belk Gambrell 
Center for Civic Engagement. 
This area is the perfect, COVID-
safe space for a spiritual and 
scrumptious gathering.

 After she graduates with a de-
gree in music therapy, Leila hopes 
to leave the campus community 

with “lifelong friendships, a deep-
er understanding of music, Juda-
ism, and how they are connected, 
as well as a connection to the 
city of Charlotte, and more than 
I could ever imagine.” 

Chiquitha Lloyd, Director of 
Diversity and Inclusion, CMS 

Char lo t t e  Meck lenburg 
Schools (CMS) is a strong part-
ner with the Greenspon Center in 
large part because of Chiquitha 
Lloyd. She has been with CMS 
for 19 years, serving as the di-
rector of diversity and inclusion 
since 2016. Her offi  ce oversees 
multiple functions including di-
verse staff  recruitment, retention, 
workforce equity, supplier diver-
sity, district-wide professional 
development and capacity build-
ing, community engagement, and 
integration of anti-racist strategies 
that prioritizes racial equity for all 
students. 

Chiquitha fi rst learned about 
the Greenspon Center from Jew-
ish Federation of Greater Char-
lotte. She reached out to seek 
guidance on available Holocaust 
and human rights professional de-

velopment options. She hoped the 
Center would help teachers and 
students navigate issues of prej-
udice and intolerance. Chiquitha 
appreciates how Ms. Donna Tar-
ney, education coordinator, meets 
with schools to review goal and 
objectives and incorporates these 
into the professional development 
opportunities, making the session 
more meaningful and relevant to 
the participants. 

In her words, “The Greenspon 
Center is a great partner that pro-
vides meaningful tools and pro-
fessional development sessions 
that leverage strategies and tech-
niques around human rights issues 
that can be easily incorporated 
into classroom/work settings. The 
programs give unique perspective 
and guidance on the intersections 
of antisemitism and racism and 
the harmful eff ects, both past and 
present. The professional devel-
opment sessions are designed to 
not only inform but also provide 
pathways to make our communi-
ties more welcoming and inclu-
sive.”

Th e Stan Greenspon Center: Community Voices 
Bring Our Work to Life

Second Annual Chanukah
Community Celebration

igh he t

r N 1 n a u

YOU ' R E I NV I T O J IN QUE J EW ISH L I F E ' S

R 5

0 PM

MUR N LAWN

FAC ING WYN AVENUE

Original Artwork Created by
Queens' Own Nationally Acclaimed

Jewish Street Artist Mike Wirth

con anuS nd A ukahl Cnnu
Commu ity Celebration

For more information visit Stangreensponcenter.org

Pictured Above -

2020's Ruth Bader Ginsburg Dissent Collar Menorah by Mike Wirth

Community candle lighting each night

Chanukah family giveaways

Watch Facebook Live

Stop by anytime to take selfies to share on social media
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At Matthews Glen, a premier Acts Retirement-Life Community just 

south of Charlotte, residents enjoy all the ingredients of an excellent 

retirement: gracious living options, superb on-site amenities, and a 

resort-like lifestyle that allows them time to savor all the best in life 

without the worry. And they know that Acts Life Care® means they 

can access a variety of care levels all on the same campus and with 

today’s dollars should their needs ever change.

Get a taste of what your retirement can be by joining us for an 

introduction to Matthews Glen on Wednesday, November 17 at 

2:00pm. For more information or to RSVP, please call or visit:

(704) 709-0225  |  AboutActs.com/JewishNews

MATTHEWS, NC

Formerly Plantation Estates

Living life and looking ahead

Celebrate the sweet life



by Amy Lefkof
Last year, when the pandemic 

struck, Refugee Support Services 
(RSS), a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
post-resettlement organization 
that helps newly arrived refu-
gees make Charlotte their home, 
put in place a Wednesday morn-
ing distribution of at least 100 
COVID-relief boxes with fresh 
food, vital educational informa-
tion, and basic needs supplies. 

When the Jewish Commu-
nity Refugee Initiative (JCRI)
couldn’t hold an in-person re-
ception for its annual Welcom-
ing the Stranger to the Table pro-
gram last year, it decided to use 
the funds set aside for the dessert 
reception to partner with RSS 
and provide 100 COVID-relief 
totes. As it was during Sukkot, 
when Jews commemorate the 
ancient Israelites’ exodus from 
Egypt when our ancestors lived 
for 40 years in fragile temporary 
booths called sukkahs, the event 
was called “Drive-Through Suk-
kah for Refugees.” 

A socially distanced and 
masked assembly line was set 
up at the Camp Mindy Pavil-
ion behind the Levine Jewish 
Community Center (LJCC), and 
members of the Charlotte Jewish 
community fi lled COVID-relief 
totes with produce and dry sta-
ples purchased by JCRI member 
Bridget Cohen. Those 100 totes 
were then delivered the next day 
to RSS for outdoor distribution 
under a makeshift portable suk-
kah.

JCRI Steering Committee 
member Butch Rosen, who 
hauled hundreds of pounds of 
fresh produce from Chef’s Store 
on Central Avenue to Camp 
Mindy and later helped haul the 
filled totes to RSS, remarked 
last year, “Why don’t we host a 
Drive-Through Sukkah for Refu-
gees again next year?” And that’s 
exactly what happened this past 
September 21 and 22, when 15 
members of the Charlotte Jewish 
community showed up to work 
the Drive-Through Sukkah as-
sembly line.

Rachel Specter, a current 
member (and former board 
member) of Temple Israel and a 
member of the Pomegranate So-
ciety through Jewish Federation, 
was one of the volunteers on the 
2021 assembly line. Transplants 
from Massachusetts, Specter and 
her family have participated in 
many Shalom Park organizations 
(Charlotte Jewish Preschool, 
Temple Israel Religious School, 
Hebrew High, BBYO, Women of 
Temple Israel) and fi nd Shalom 
Park to be a safe and support-
ive community. Specter wishes 
“all of these refugees are able to 
create an equally safe and com-
forting kehillah as they become 
part of the fabric of the greater 
Charlotte community.”

Ed Sucherman, new to Char-
lotte along with his wife, Barba-
ra, originally from the Chicago 
area, has no temple affiliation 
but volunteered to help with the 
refugee project because all four 
of his grandparents came to the 
United States in 1904. They were 
fl eeing Kiev, Moscow, and Vilni-

us (Lithuania) hoping for oppor-
tunity in America. As Sucherman 
puts it, “They wanted nothing 
more than to become citizens. 
But they needed help — they 
were dirty, penniless, looked 
diff erent, smelled diff erent, ate 
diff erent foods, spoke diff erent 
languages, had a diff erent reli-
gion, knew no one here, and were 
totally vulnerable. Because of 
COVID-19, today’s refugees are 
even more vulnerable. I feel it is 
my responsibility to give back 
and help them in my small way.”

Sara Friedman, a member of 
Temple Beth El and board mem-
ber of SPICE, wiped down more 
than 100 green peppers before 
placing them in COVID-relief 
bags. She volunteered to work 
the Sukkot assembly line after 
receiving an email about the 
event from Julie Rizzo, senior 
director of member engagement 
at the LJCC. 

And finally there is Andy 
Horwitz, a member of Temple 
Beth El who bought many bags 
of sugar for the assembly line 

and then rolled up his sleeves to 
work. Horwitz, who has previ-
ously volunteered with Shalom 
Park Freedom School and Jewish 
Family Services, notes that vol-
unteering makes him feel great 
because there is the “realization 
that there are so many others like 
me who want to help improve the 
community we live in and the 
reminder that so many things I 
take for granted on a daily basis 
shouldn’t be taken for granted.” 
Why did Horwitz show up to 
work the Drive-Through Sukkah 
for Refugees assembly line? “I 
just thought it would be nice to 
do something to welcome people 
whose lives are being upended.”   

Second Drive-Through Sukkah for Refugees 
Attracts Wide Range of Jewish Volunteers to 
Help Those Whose Lives Have Been Upended
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REGISTRATION:
FREE – BUT MUST REGISTER to obtain Zoom link. 
Registration limited to first 100 participants; one email per household. 
Register Online (JCC members only):  www.charlottejcc.org
Or Call: LJCC Customer Service Desk 704-366-5007

QUESTIONS?  
Email Amy Lefkof at: 

aflefkof@carolina.rr.com

4TH ANNUAL 
Welcoming the Stranger to the (Virtual) Table

The Jewish Community Refugee Initiative
invites you to hear local and national speakers address 

Afghan Evacuation and Resettlement: 
Refugees, SIV, and Humanitarian Parole

Sunday, November 7th
7:00-8:30pm

FEATURED PANEL
Rebecca Kirzner Senior Director of Grassroots Campaigns, HIAS

Marsha Hirsch Executive Director, Carolina Refugee Resettlement Agency 
Bibi Resettled in Charlotte in 2018 under Afghan SIV program

Rabbi Asher Knight Senior Rabbi, Temple Beth El
Moira Quinn Moderator*Donate Online at:  

https://tbe.shulcloud.com/payment.php
Select “JCRI - Welcoming the Stranger” in drop-down menu

OR, mail a check to Temple Beth El 
(JCRI’s fiduciary agent) with JCRI in the memo line

Because 
our 

people 
were 

refugees 
too…

*Proceeds from this year’s program, with a dollar-for-dollar match up to $15,000, will benefit 
Carolina Refugee Resettlement Agency’s Afghan Emergency Fund



Aging Jewishly – What Our Tra-
ditions Teach Us about Growing 
Old
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

It was November 9 and 10, 
1938 when the streets of major 
German cities were covered 
with sparkling shards of glass, 
but unbeknownst to the world, 
those pieces were the initial tes-
timony to the unspeakable Nazi 
horror yet to come. Offi  cials did 

nothing while Jewish homes, 
businesses and synagogues were 
destroyed. Streets were littered 
with broken glass, so much so 
that the rampage became known 
as “Kristallnacht,” or “The Night 
of Broken Glass” — the event 
that marks the offi  cial beginning 
of the Holocaust. 

Kristallnacht happened 83 
years ago. Forty years ago I 
found myself in Australia, where 
I chanced to meet an extraordi-
nary man who, 14 years ago, 
passed away quietly in an assist-
ed living community in the south 
of France. 

The man I met in Adelaide, 
Australia all those many years 
ago, was a performer. At that 
time, I worked in the theater as 
well. Our professional puppet 
troupe provided the opening act 
for none other than the world fa-
mous pantomime artist, the great 
Marcel Marceau. We became 
friends, mostly because our con-
nection was more than theatrical. 
Marcel Marceau and I bonded as 

Jews, however it would be sever-
al more decades before I learned 
of Marceau’s creative courage 
at saving Jewish children from 
certain death at the hands of the 
Nazis. 

Marcel Marceau was born 
Marcel Mangel, and grew up 
Jewish in Strasbourg, France. 
For more than 60 years he per-
formed professionally in what he 
called “the art of silence.” As a 
small boy he imitated the antics 
of Charley Chaplain, amusing 
his friends while he developed 
his craft.

When the Nazis invaded 
France, Marceau was a teen, 
only 16 years old, but he knew 
enough to change his surname 
to Marceau in order to hide his 
identity. He joined the French 
resistance, forging new identity 
cards for desperate Jewish fam-
ilies. 

Later his dedication to or-
phaned Jewish children led him 
to concoct a daring plot to save  
the nearly 100 six, seven and 

eight year olds whom Marceau 
had in his care. Posing as a scout 
leader assigned to take these 
youngsters on a hike, Marceau 
had his charges dress in heavy 
coats, hats, scarves and boots and 
follow him on a dangerous trek 
over the Alps to safe passage into 
Switzerland.

Marceau recalls how he em-
ployed his pantomime skills to 
encourage the little ones not to 
speak and as an accomplished 
magician Marceau performed 
slight-of-hand tricks for a group 
of Nazi guards, who were so 
mesmerized that they didn’t no-
tice that the children had walked 
right through the checkpoint to 
freedom. 

Although we maintained con-
tact over the years, it was only 
shortly before his death in 2007 
that Marcel Marceau disclosed 

his work with the French Resis-
tance and how he was able to 
save the lives of Jewish children. 
In fact, Marcel Marceau, an ac-
claimed international performer 
who starred in dozens of fi lms 
and theatrical productions had 
this to say about his life: “My 
greatest accomplishment was 
guiding the children to safety.”

Marceau spoke those words 
from his apartment in an as-
sisted living facility where he 
spent the last two years of his 
life. And it was there, among 
his aging friends, that he shared 
these remarkable and important 
memories.  

This year as we approach the 
83rd anniversary of the begin-
ning of the Holocaust, Marcel 
Marceau’s story becomes even 
more poignant, especially be-
cause he waited so long to share 
it. In care facilities throughout 
the world, there are survivors 
who have Holocaust stories that 
need to be heard. If you know 
someone with a story to tell, en-
courage them to speak up. On 
this year’s Kristallnacht memo-
rial day, in honor and memory of 
those lost, those saved, and those 
like Marcel Marceau who were 
the saviors, if you have yet to 
share your own story, now is the 
time to consider doing so. 

For 10 years Rabbi Barbara 
Aiello served the Aviva Cam-
pus for Senior Life (Sarasota, 
FL) as resident rabbi. Her most 
popular columns are now pub-
lished in her new book, “Aging 
Jewishly,” available on Amazon 
books. Rabbi Barbara now lives 
and works in Italy where she is 
rabbi of Italy’s fi rst Reconstruc-
tionist synagogue. Contact her 
at Rabbi@RabbiBarbara.com.

The Holocaust’s Offi  cial Beginning Compels the 
Story of an Extraordinary Man

Pete Katz 
SVN | Percival Partners
4600 Park Rd., Ste. 370
Charlotte, NC 28209
704-632-1022 
peter.katz@svn.com
www.svnpercivalpartners.com

• Commercial real estate advisor
• 20+ years of experience in Charlotte 
• Local firm with national platform
• Leasing, sales and property management 
• $150k-$15MM deal size
• Licensed in NC & SC
• Third generation real estate investor
• Former executive board member Temple Beth El

PERCIVAL PARTNERS
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MCEWEN
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION

 @ Myers Park

Marcel Marceau

Rabbi Barbara Aiello



By Lorrie Klemons
Hope is defi ned in the dictio-

nary as “a confi dent yet uncertain 
expectation of achieving a future 
good which, to the hoping person, 
is realistically possible and person-
ally signifi cant. ”

Hope means different things 
to diff erent people and its mean-
ing can change, especially when 
a person faces a catastrophic or 
life-threatening situation. When a 
person is very ill, hope is a valu-
able coping tool. It doesn’t nec-
essarily have to do with survival, 
but more importantly with the pa-
tient’s quality of life and sense of 
well-being.

What Does Hope Mean to the 
Dying Person?

In the face of terminal illness 
or poor prognosis, hope allows pa-
tients to cope with the worst news 
possible. Terminally ill patients 
want to be surrounded by doctors, 
nurses, family and friends who 
validate their sense of hope. “It 
ain’t over til the fat lady sings” is 
quite the appropriate saying for the 
person with hope. They face each 
day of challenge with renewed 
faith in the continuity of their spirit 
and they want those around them 
to do the same. Of course patients 
don’t dupe themselves into be-
lieving that a magical potion will 
save them and everything will be 
alright. But they are willing to 
hope for the best while preparing 
for the worst. While no one should 
ever lie to a terminally ill patient 
or pump them up with false claims 
of a return to wellness, there needs 
to be a balance between telling the 
truth and nurturing hope when dis-
cussing the future.

How Do Doctors Provide 
Hope?

According to Dr. Christine A. 
Zawistowski , an Assistant Profes-
sor of Pediatrics in the division of 
critical care at Mt Sinai Kravis 
Children’s Hospital in NYC, “cli-
nicians can maintain their patient’s 
sense of hope by being there and 
treating the patient as a whole 
person.” It is not uncommon for 
patients to lose their identity and 
dignity once they are admitted to a 
health care facility. Only a few de-
cades ago, patients were referred 
to as the broken hip in Rm 334, the 
heart attack in Rm 876, the ulcer 
in Rm 898. Today, members of the 
health care team work really hard 
to treat the whole person. They 

just don’t deal with the physical 
issues, but are trained to deal with 
the psychological, social and spir-
itual issues as well. We call this 
type of care Holistic Care.

Holistic Care:
Holistic Care is care that treats 

the patient as a whole, taking into 
account his or her physical, psy-
chological, social and spiritual 
needs. You may wonder why “ho-
listic” care is not spelled “wholis-
tic” since it deals with treating the 
whole person. While not a stan-
dard defi ntion, this care is referred 
to as “holistic” because caring for 
a sick person is a very holy thing to 
do. What could be more holy than 
giving oneself up to the needs of 
the vulnerable, needy, scared, sick 
and oftentimes, dying patient?

How Can Family And Friends 
Increase Their Loved One’s Hope?

Studies have shown that there 
are indeed several factors that in-
crease hope. When a person feels 
valued, this increases hope. When 
a person experiences a meaningful 
relationship, this increases hope. 
When a person reminisces about 
the good ole days gone by, this 
increases hope. When a person 
laughs, this increases hope. When 
a person has realistic goals that can 
be achieved, this increases hope. 
When pain and symptoms are con-
trolled, this increases hope.

Be there for your loved one who 
so desperately needs the power of 
hope in order to cope with cata-
strophic news or illness. Create a 
sense of security for that person so 
that they know you will not desert 
them when things get tough. It is 
very comforting for the patient to 
know that they will not be aban-
doned. Be an advocate for your 
loved one, making sure their pain 
is being adequately managed. It 
probably isn’t the time to be bois-
terous and comical, but sadness 
and sullenness don’t make for 

a pleasant visit. Take your cues 
from the patient. It is okay to laugh 
with them… and it is equally ap-
propriate to cry with them. Just 
make sure your own emotions are 
appropriate for the timing and the 
setting. Try to keep the environ-
ment happy rather than sad and 
gloomy. Enjoy each moment with 
your loved one. Celebrate those 
moments. There will be plenty of 
time for grieving when your loved 
one dies.

Maintaining Hope While Pre-
paring For the Worst:

It is certainly fi ne to tell your 
loved one to hope for the best 
while at the same time preparing 
for the worst. Discussions about 
the illness, prognosis and treat-
ment are appropriate and neces-
sary. This provides the patient with 
the opportunity to discuss issues 
that need to be discussed. It also 
provides a time for patients to ask 
questions, to seek clarifi cation, and 

understanding. If patients refuse to 
discuss such matters with you or 
with their health care team, it is 
probably because they are not yet 
ready to grapple with the signif-
icance of such discussions. They 
may very well still be in denial, 
which is the fi rst stage of grieving. 
They are in the process of mourn-
ing for their own potential loss 
of life. Let them go there. Give 
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What Is Hope?
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(Continued on page 46)
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evaluation, and to find the most appropriate and effective 
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suffering from hearing loss. When I am not in the office, I enjoy 
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them their space. Let them know 
you care and are there for them 
through thick and thin. Your own 
refusal to discuss such topics with 
the patient only serves to further 
alienate them. They feel isolat-
ed and abandoned… that no one 
cares. You must show your loved 

one that you care. And that you are 
with them, physically, emotionally 
and spiritually. One way of doing 
this is to hire an End Of Life Doula 
who can help you make sure that 
all of your loved one’s non-medi-
cal needs and wishes are met and 
can help the patient and family 
share a beautiful death experience. 

Remember that it is not what 
you say, but how you say it that 
counts. If you or the health care 
team delivers bad news with an 
unspoken sense of detachment, 
why wouldn’t the patient feel 
abandoned and hopeless? Those 
of us who deal with terminally ill 
patients everyday work hard to be 
attached. To be real. To care. To 
be present. To provide the patient 
with a sense of security. To treat 
the patient holistically. To make 
every moment count, even in the 
most dire of circumstances. And 
most importantly, to never give up 
hope, realizing all too well that “it 
ain’t over til the fat lady sings!“

Lorrie is a Nurse, Certifi ed 
Dementia Practitioner, Pa-
tient-Senior-Caregiver Advocate, 
End of Life Doula, Educator, 
Speaker, Author & Warrior 
Mom. Reach out to her for any 
healthcare advocacy or empow-
erment needs you might have at 
lorrieklemons@gmail.com; www.
klemonshealthcareconsulting.
com.

Hope 
(Continued from page 46)
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blood, tissues or body fl uids that 
suggest some kind of abnormality 
or can help determine how well 
a body is responding to a certain 
kind of treatment. AI can also re-
veal biomarkers that otherwise are 
not readily apparent.

“In the last few years, more 
and more clinics have the ability 
to scan slides of biopsy images, 
and biopsies are one of the main 
tools we have for diagnostics,” 
Savir said.

Shen-Orr leads the immunolo-
gy and precision medicine lab at 
the Technion’s Rappaport Faculty 
of Medicine. Among other things, 
he co-founded CytoReason, an 
AI-driven company that collab-
orates with some of the world’s 
biggest drug companies, including 
Pfi zer and Sanofi .

“Generating big data in biology 
is not a problem anymore. You can 
now sequence a genome for less 
than $1,000,” he said. “But you 
basically understand only 5-10% 
of the genome. The problem is get-
ting insight. That’s where comput-
er science comes in, and machine 
learning is just one approach.”

The Technion is Israel’s fore-
most academic incubator for high-
tech startups. University offi  cials 
hope that the partnership with 
the Children’s Hospital will help 
what is already one of America’s 
leading hospitals become a vector 
for Israeli companies working on 
medical applications.

At present, the partnership be-
tween Technion and the Cincin-
nati hospital involves about 20 
researchers at the Technion. As 
requests for proposals go out, of-
fi cials expect possible areas of col-
laboration to grow, including such 
areas as development of stents and 
other biomedical devices.

Cincinnati’s Children’s Hospi-
tal was established in 1931 as the 
nation’s first pediatric research 
institution and consistently ranks 
among the best children’s medical 
facilities in the United States. The 
partnership with Technion was 
announced at an online event in 
September.

“But we are not a university, 
so we don’t have the strengths 
the Technion has in technology,” 
Rothenberg said in an interview. 
“We think this is a unique partner-
ship, and we hope the only lim-
it will be the amount of funding 
we’re able to raise.”

T h i s  s t o r y  w a s  s p o n -
sored by and produced in collabo-
ration with the American Technion 
Society. To learn more or make a 
gift for this initiative by two world-
class institutions joining powers to 
unlock the potential of big data to 
transform child health, please call 
Joey Selesny at (248) 593-6760 or 
visit ats.org/contact. This article 
was produced by JTA’s native 
content team.

Partnership
(Continued from page 38)
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Hundreds Attend Kristallnacht Commemoration
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Whether it’s a lunch date with 
your girlfriends or story time 

with the grandkids, there’s 
nothing more important than 

your ability to hear.
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2) Take home a state-of-the-art hearing aid 
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Here’s how it works: 

By Rita Mond
More than 800 people, Jews and Christians, 

gathered at Holocaust Square on the evening 
of November 9, in commemoration of the 50th 
anniversary of Kristallnacht. Worshippers of all 
ages held fl ickering candles as they formed a 
silent procession behind the men carrying the 
seven Torahs. They then fi lled the sanctuary of 
Temple Israel to overfl owing. 

Rabbi Marc Wilson stated, “These singular 
fl ames represent the spirit of God that can not 
be extinguished in the human soul.” He then 
introduced fi ve eyewitnesses to Kristallnacht, 
all of whose stories were pain-fi lled memories 
of that night of Nazi violence. Speaking were 
Irving Bienstock (Dortmund, Germany), Henry 
Hirschmann (Gross-Auheim am Main, Germa-
ny), Alice Sternberg (Essen, Germany) — her 
story was read by his daughter, Elaine Mark-
mann Chernotsky, and hentry Wasserman from 
Nuremberg, Germany had his memories read by 
his granddaughter, Alana Cooper. 

Rabbi Robert Siegel and Steven Haas led a 
special “Kaddish” (mourner’s prayer of affi  r-
mation ) which recognized the places of the 
mass murders of six million Jews: Maidanek, 
Mauthausen, Babi Yar, Bergen-Belsen, Dachau, 
Auschwitz, Lodz, Gurs, Warsaw, Bogdanovka, 
Ravensbruck, Treblinka, Chelmno, Vilna, Bel-
zec, Buchenwald, Sobibor. 

Msgr. John McSweeney, Vicar General, Ro-

man Catholic Diocese of Charlotte, gave the 
prayer of rededication, the prayer of St. Francis. 
The Rev. Thomas Graves, senior minister of St. 
John’s Baptist Church, off ered the emotional 
benediction. 

Mayor Sue Myrick read the proclamation ded-
icating the week of Nov. 4-10 “to the memory 
of those who suff ered and perished in the Ho-
locaust.”

A highlight of the evening was the dedica-
tion of a Holocaust Memorial Torah, written in 
1830, and rescued from a desecrated temple in 
Breznice, Czechoslovakia. This Torah was given 
to Temple Israel in honor of Celia Scher, a gift 
of her family, students and friends. Celia has dis-
tinguished herself by decades of commitment to 
perpetuating the message of the Holocaust by 
teachign Jews and non-Jews, young and old, the 
lessons of the Holocaust. She serves as a mem-
ber of the N.C. Commission on the Holocaust 
and has taught for 29 years in Temple Israel’s 
religious school. 

The Kristallnacht Service was sponsored by 
The Charlotte Jewish Federation, The Jewish 
Community Center, Temple Beth El V’Shalom 
and Temple Israel. Refreshments after the ser-
vice were provided by both of the temples’ sister-
hoods. A special thanks goes to Fred Bergen for 
his dedicated eff orts in procuring the Holocaust 
Memorial Torah. 
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