
By Gale Osborne
It is with great pride and grat-

itude that the Charlotte Jewish 
Day School (CJDS) received 
a $1,000,000 endowment gift, 
enabling more families in our 
community to have access to a 
life-changing Jewish education. 

During the throes of the pan-
demic, Risa and David Miller 
and Stacy and Todd Gorelick, 

together created the Mariashi 
Groner Aff ordability Fund with 
the goal of making it possible 
for middle income families to 
provide a Charlotte Jewish Day 
School education for their chil-
dren. Both the Millers and Gore-
licks sent their children, who are 
all now in college or beyond, to 
CJDS. Their gift actualized their 
dream that all Jewish children in 

our community have access to a 
CJDS education by making an 
affordable tuition program for 
all.  

Tuition is a tremendous bur-
den for many families, partic-
ularly when they have two or 
more children enrolled in school. 
Families often grapple with try-
ing to save for retirement or for 
college, and they are trying to be 
fi scally responsible. In the past, 
many families would not be able 
to qualify for a tuition grant as 
their income exceeded the tradi-
tional thresholds set for awarding 
tuition relief.

In announcing the gift, the 
Millers and Gorelicks named the 
fund in honor of school founder, 
Mariashi Groner.

“By naming the fund, The Ma-
riashi Groner Aff ordability Fund, 
we want to recognize the dedica-
tion and vision of CJDS school 
founder and director, Mariashi 
Groner. It is Mariashi’s vision 
and her belief in teaching the 
values of Torah and making them 
relevant for our children that we 
wanted to honor her this way. 
Mariashi has made it possible 
for hundreds of children in our 
community to become knowl-

edgeable, engaged Jewish adults 
around the world. Mariashi has 
been a leader in our community 
and her dedication and focus on 
the soul of each child have been 
a constant for the last forty years 
in Charlotte. We see how our 
children and our families have 
benefi tted from the foundation 
created at CJDS. We believe 
that this gift of $1,000,000 in 
an endowment is just a start and 
will be an inspiration to others 
in our community who believe 

By Shira Firestone
 Each year,  Jewish Federation 

of Greater Charlotte’s (JFGC) 
Annual Campaign is critical to 
fulfilling its mission as com-
munity builder and convener, 
fundraiser and grantor, and sus-
tainer of Jewish life and Jewish 
identity for Greater Charlotte and 
beyond.  Each year the commu-
nity’s generous donations enable 
Federation to meet the needs that 
sustain our community. And each 
year, leadership immediately be-
gins the process of planning for 
the following year’s campaign.  

What makes this year diff erent 
from all other years?

JFGC’s 2022 Annual Cam-
paign is a milestone campaign: 
Three years ago a careful and 
thorough analysis of growing 
agency and community needs 

made clear the need to grow the  
Annual Campaign to $5 million. 
The goal was set, and the three-
year “Road to $5 Million” jour-
ney began. The 2022 campaign 
is the next leg on that three year 
road.

The goal for 2020 was $4.5 
million. No one could have pre-
dicted that a global crisis would 
present potential speed bumps 
along the way to this goal. But 
rather than seeing these chal-
lenges as road blocks, donors 
recognized the increased needs 
created by the pandemic and not 
only gave more than $500,000 
to Federation’s Jewish Charlotte 
Emergency Response Fund, but 
also donated to the campaign at 
unprecedented levels, with 1,586 
donors contributing more than 
$4.5 million, enabling Federation 

to allocate 123 grants to agencies 
locally, in Israel, and throughout 
the world. 

The goal for 2021 was $4.75 

million — the next incremental 
stop on the road to $5 million. 
Though some communities ex-
perienced fatigue, Greater Char-

lotte’s Jewish community came 
together in typical fashion, but 
at unprecedented levels. The goal 
was surpassed, with 1,614 donors 
contributing nearly $4.8 million 
to the 2021 Annual Campaign. 

This brings us to 2022, the 
milestone year on this journey, 
with a goal of $5 million.

If the last two years have 
taught us anything, it’s that life 
can be unpredictable. Sara Kul-
bersh, 2022 Annual Campaign 
chair, observed that in the face 
of unpredictable circumstances, 
Federation has evolved in how 
the goals for the campaign are 
achieved. Multiple new ways 
for donors to learn about the 
critical role Federation plays in 
the community were employed, 

�e Charlotte
NEWSJEWISH

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

PERMIT # 1208
CHARLOTTE, NC

5007 Providence Road, Suite #112
Charlotte, NC 28226
Change Service Requested

Vol. 43, No. 12                           Kislev-Tevet 5782          December 2021

(Continued on page 3)

Federation Announces Milestone $5,000,000
2022 Annual Campaign Goal 

Charlotte Jewish Day School Receives $1,000,000
Endowment Toward Tuition Aff ordability

(Continued on page 3)

Sara Kulbersh, JFGC 2022 Annual Campaign Chair



The Charlott e Jewish News - December 2021 - Page 2

Shira Firestone, Editor CJN

Shira

Looking Forward to 2022

CHARLOTTE 
JEWISH NEWS

Shira Firestone, Editor

5007 Providence Road, 
Suite 112

Charlotte, NC 28226

(704) 944-6765

www.charlottejewishnews.org

charlottejewishnews@
shalomcharlotte.org

The CJN does not assume respon-
sibility for the quality of kasruth 
of any product or service adver-

tised. Publishing of a paid political 
advertisement does not constitute 
an endorsement of any candidate, 
political party or position by this 
newspaper, the Federation, or any 

of its employees. 

Published monthly except July
An affi  liate of Jewish Federation of 

Greater Charlotte

�e Charlotte
NEWSJEWISH

Shabbat 
Candle Ligh� ng 

Times

December   3 — 4:53 p.m.
December 10 — 4:53 p.m.
December 17 — 4:55 p.m.
December 24 — 4:59 p.m.

From the Editor

POWERED BY

I just celebrated a birthday last 
month. It was an opportunity to 
refl ect, celebrate, and plan. That 
may sound familiar, as we just 
celebrated the Jewish new year 
of Rosh Hashanah, and we are 
about to have another opportu-
nity with the secular new year 
approaching. Why do we be-
come so excited for these many 
occasions throughout the year to 
mark these times of transition? I 
believe it’s because the process 
of growth and the path to achiev-

ing fulfillment lie in this kind 
of honest evaluation of where 
we’ve been, acceptance and ap-
preciation of where we are, and 
conscious intention setting for 
where we want to be.

As editor of The Charlotte 
Jewish News (CJN), I take the 
importance of this process to 
heart each time we approach one 
of these milestones.

As 2021 closes, I’m proud of 
what we’ve done together as a 
community in the past year with 
CJN. We have so many dedicated 
collaborators in the community 
who have helped move us closer 
to reaching goals that we identi-
fi ed at the beginning of the year. 
One of the most important goals 
we set was to evolve CJN’s role 
as the central communication 
vehicle for the Greater Charlotte 
Jewish community by delivering 
timely and relevant content, the 
way many consume their news 
today. Much of that involved a 
focus on our digital and online 
presence. 

In 2021, we developed our 
social media presence with an 
active Facebook page that shares 
community event information, 
some local and national breaking 
news, and human and cultural in-
terest stories. 

We developed our online pres-
ence with a digital version of 
the paper that allows us to share 

feature stories to social media 
throughout the month, is down-
loadable and shareable, links di-
rectly to agencies and advertiser 
websites, and includes monthly 
bonus content not found in print 
— including embedded video. 
This digital paper has grown in 
2021 to a monthly readership of 
more than 1,000. 

We’re excited to announce 
that in November we launched 
our new, dynamic website. 
Please visit us at www.charlotte-
jewishnews.org. The website al-
lows us to move beyond some 
of limitations of a monthly print 
publication by enabling us to 
share news at any time and with 
any frequency between print 
publications. News doesn’t hap-
pen just once a month! 

With this website, subscribers 
can now easily subscribe online 
for free and donate online if they 
choose to make a voluntary sub-
scription contribution. Not only 
will this make subscribing easier 
for our readers, but also it will 
support our goal of increasing 
our distribution and subsidizing 
the CJN. 

As we do every year, we have 
included a voluntary subscrip-
tion envelope in this issue, but 
you are welcome and encour-
aged to use the QR code on the 
envelope to go directly to our 
subscribe page, or visit www.

charlottejewishnews.org/sub-
scribe. Even if you’re already 
a subscriber, you can go to this 
page to make your contribution.

Our new website also allows 
for advertising opportunities, of-
fering our valuable community 
businesses additional visibility 
and providing the CJN another 
avenue for the revenue that will 
keep us alive. 

You recently saw a redesign of 
The Charlotte Jewish News. That 
is our way of celebrating where 
we are, a refl ection of where all 
of this hard work and collabora-
tion has brought us. 

But 2021 is about to end, and 
celebration must make way for 
intention setting and moving 
forward. 

We are thoughtfully setting 
intentions for 2022 to further 
address the needs of our read-
ers, advertisers, and collaborat-
ing agencies: 

One goal is to further develop 
our approach to expand beyond 
our current subscription base 
of 4,500 to reach the rest of the 
Jewish population throughout 
G reater Charlotte. This includes 
becoming a central resource for 
the regular infl ux of new resi-
dents to our fast-growing city. 
We want to help newcomers 
more easily integrate into Jewish 
life in Charlotte. 

We anticipate growing our on-

line presence with the use of the 
most up-to-date tools for gath-
ering and interpreting analyt-
ics and by exploring additional 
social media platforms. We’re 
even doing our homework in the 
hopes of ultimately providing an 
easy-to-use app for smartphones. 

The small size of our staff 
places inherent limitations on the 
content we can provide. In 2022, 
we hope to engage additional 
community writers to enable us 
to provide even more relevant, 
local news. 

We’re excited about this next 
year. Of course, as we always 
do at the end the year, we re-
mind our readers that the paper 
is free to receive but not free to 
produce. Whether you read the 
paper online or in print, whether 
you read the paper cover to cover 
or select only those areas that in-
terest you — with your voluntary 
subscription contribution, you 
can help ensure the continuity 
and viability of a valuable com-
munity resource. 

Thank you! And Happy New 
Year — again. 

Print ∙ Digital ∙ Web

Your voluntary subscription helps support Charlotte's 
primary source for Jewish community news. 

Celebrating Jewish Life since 1979, there are now many 
ways to stay informed. Receive your paper in print, 

read the digital version online, or visit the CJN website 
for news that happens all month long.

primary source for Jewish community news. 
Celebrating Jewish Life since 1979, there are now many 

ways to stay informed. Receive your paper in print, 
read the digital version online, or visit the CJN website 

CJN VOLUNTARY SUBSCRIPTION

Return the envelope enclosed with this 
issue or subscribe easily online!



in the importance of Jewish 
education and for many whose 
children have benefi ted from a 
CJDS education to join us with 
a donation to the fund to increase 
the impact.” 

This $1,000,000 endowment 
fund will generate approximate-
ly $45,000 in annual revenue 
to off set middle income aff ord-
ability grants for family tuition. 
CJDS awarded over $600,000 in 
grants for the 2021-2022 school 
year alone. Tuition aff ordability 
allows the CJDS community to 
refl ect the greater Charlotte com-
munity by creating a vibrant stu-
dent body.

 The Aff ordability Fund will be 
administered by The Foundation 
for the Charlotte Jewish Com-
munity (FCJC).  Executive Di-
rector Phil Warshauer said “We 
are very excited for the Miller 
and Gorelick families, as well as 
the Charlotte Jewish Day School.  
Since I joined FCJC in 2006, this 
is the single largest endowment 
fund established by an institution 
that was not from a bequest or 
part of a building campaign. A 
gift of this size, made during the 
lifetimes of the donors, allows 
the two families to experience 
its benefi ts to the institution and 
the community.  In working with 

David and Risa and Stacy and 
Todd over the years, I know this 
fulfi lls one of their dreams.  The 
foundation is privileged to play a 
small part in the creation of this 
meaningful endowment.”

Stacy and Todd Gorelick have 
been longtime members of the 
Charlotte Jewish community. 
Their children, Henry (26), Ad-
elaide (24), Jack (21) and Char-
lie (18), all attended CJDS for 
their elementary education. Sta-
cy and Todd have both been on 
the CJDS board of directors at 

various times during the school’s 
23 years as a community school, 
and Stacy now serves as the 
president of the CJDS board of 
directors. Stacy and Todd have 
been active leaders in the Char-
lotte Jewish community serving 
on the boards of The Jewish 
Federation of Greater Charlotte, 
The Foundation of Shalom Park, 
The Levine Jewish Community 
Center, Temple Israel, and The 
Jewish Preschool on Sardis. Sta-
cy and Todd have been involved 
in many non-profi ts and are ac-
tive philanthropists in the greater 
Charlotte community. 

Risa and David Miller moved 
to Charlotte in 1998. Their chil-
dren Noah (21) and Jordy (18) 
graduated from CJDS. Risa is the 
incoming president of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Charlotte 
and served as president of the 
CJDS board of directors and as a 
board member of the Foundation 
for the Charlotte Jewish Com-
munity, the Jewish Preschool 
on Sardis and The Levine Jew-
ish Community Center. Risa and 
David are engaged in upward 
social and economic mobility 
issues in Mecklenburg County.

Mariashi Groner said “For 

many years it was heartbreak-
ing when we would have a fam-
ily whose second or third child 
would be of age to attend CJDS, 
and they couldn’t aff ord the tu-
ition and they wouldn’t qualify 
for any tuition off set. We would 
lose the family and the oppor-
tunity to provide a Jewish edu-
cation to all the children.  The 
Aff ordability Program changed 
the way we view tuition and the 
unique financial pressures of 
each family.  Our hope is that our 
process is respectful and confi -
dential. The generosity from the 
Millers and Gorelicks is a huge 
step in cementing this program at 
CJDS, and we hope others will 
join them in the eff ort because 
this recognizes the importance 
of Jewish education for every 
child.The Tuition Affordabili-
ty Program has created a much 

more inclusive and well-rounded 
school community, refl ective of 
the Charlotte Jewish Communi-
ty.”

Charlotte Jewish Day School 
has been a community day 
school operating under the 
leadership of, Mariashi Groner, 
head of school, for 23 years.  
Mariashi, along with a team of 
dedicated educators, has built a 
school of excellence while stay-
ing true to its primary vision — it 
is about the well-being of each 
child and guiding them to be-
come engaged, positive citizens 
of the world.

 At CJDS, we hope that the 
tremendous generosity and lead-
ership of the Millers and the 
Gorelicks motivates other fam-
ilies to invest in sustaining the 
CJDS mission for generations 
to come.  
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kgreenspon@windinsgroup.com

Since 1974, we have assisted community 
families and businesses with:
• Group Benefits
• Life, Disability & Long-Term 

Care Insurance
• Business Planning &

Executive Benefits
• Medicare Plans & Annuities
As part of the Windermere 
Insurance Group, Greenspon & 
Associates can now also help with:
• Home & Auto
• Commerical

Business Insurance
• Risk Management Services

Keith Greenspon
Advisor
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Andrew is an award-
winning agent ready to 
assist in your real estate 
journey. Named in the Top 
1% of All Real Estate Agents 
in 2021 by Real Trends. 
In addition,  Andrew is 
an involved member and 
leader in our Charlotte 
Jewish community.

Buying, Selling 
or Relocating?

Andrew Rosen team of real estate agents affiliated with Compass, a licensed real estate broker under the name 
"Compass South Carolina, LLC" in South Carolina and under the name "Compass" in North Carolina and abides 
by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.

Andrew Rosen 
andrew.rosen@compass.com 
M: 704.604.4756 | O: 704.234.7880

including virtual events, Zoom 
calls, and even text messaging. 
Though initially concerned in 
2020 about how the inability to 
sit down with donors face to face 
would aff ect the success of the 
campaign, Sara notes the non-tra-
ditional approach didn’t impede 
the campaign’s success, and she 
stated that she has no doubt no 
matter what circumstances arise 
in 2022, donors will step up to 
achieve the 2022 goal. 

Strong leadership is necessary 
to achieve campaign goals. Lead-
ership for 2022 includes: Sara 
Kulbersh (Annual Campaign 
chair), Jule Scheffer (Major 

Gifts chair), Andrew Rosen and 
Jeff Turk (Men’s Division co-
chairs), and Slade Goldstein and 
Stacey Simms (Family Division 
co-chairs), and Lisa Levinson 
and Debra Van Glish (Women’s 
Philanthropy co-chairs). 

The 2022 Annual Campaign 
will offi  cially kick off  on Jan. 19 
with the Main Event featuring 
Nancy Spielberg. (See page 5 
for details.)    

Sam Bernstein, chief devel-
opment and marketing officer 
for JFGC says, “Our $5 million 
goal is not an arbitrary number, 
but what is truly necessary to 
continue supporting our benefi -

ciary agencies and fulfi ll our role 
in this community that we are so 
fortunate to be part of. As we’ve 
increased the monies raised and 
distributed in the past couple of 
years, we are poised for success 
as we embark on this ambitious, 
milestone campaign.”

Charlotte Jewish Day School

Todd and Stacy Gorelick family

David and Risa Miller family

2022 Annual Campaign
(Continued from page 1)



Sue’s Bookshelf
“Marjorie Morningstar” to Kick Off 2022 CJE Book Club

Sue Littauer
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Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte

Debby Block

Miss Debby’s Best-Loved Children’s Books
The December Dilemma

“Marjorie Morningstar” is a 
1955 novel by Herman Wouk 
about a woman who wants to 
become an actress. “Marjorie 
Morningstar” has been called 
“the first Jewish novel that was 
popular and successful, not 
merely to a Jewish audience but 
to a general one.” Wikipedia

When Hadassah was looking 
for a recommendation for a great 
book with a strong Jewish wom-
an as its central character, “Mar-
jorie Morningstar” appeared at 
the top of the list. In fact, some 
women said they read it once a 

decade, others once a year. That’s 
why Hadassah chose it for “One 
Book One Hadassah,” and why 
I’ve chosen it as the first 2022 
selection for our Center for Jew-
ish Education Book Club. For me 
and other women of my gener-
ation, “Marjorie Morningstar” 
was the first adult novel we read 
as teenagers.

In preparation for our January 
book club meeting, I took the op-
portunity to Zoom in on “Marjo-
rie Morningstar and Other Essen-
tial Reads for Jewish Women,” 
a panel discussion with authors 
Rachel Kadish, “The Weight of 
Ink”; Nessa Rappaport, “Eve-
ning”; and Paula Marantz Co-
hen, distinguished professor of 
English at Drexel University 
and the author of the novel “Jane 
Austen in Scarsdale: Or Love, 
Death and the SATs,” among 
others. Some of my takeaways 
pertain to the direction for our 
upcoming discussion. For those 
of us who read the book so many 
years ago, it will be interesting 
to discover how we view the 
book today compared with our 
thoughts when we read it for the 

first time. One woman wrote, 
“As a 19-year-old, I loved Noel 
(Marjorie’s love interest); as a 
75-year-old, he repels me.” It 
will be interesting to see how 
different generations of women 
perceive the book, and it would 
be really special for mothers and 
daughters to read and discuss the 
book together. 

The themes of the book 
are many. Paula Marantz Co-

hen comments that “Marjorie 
Morningstar” is “the journey of 
a young woman wrestling with 
contradictions in herself and 
in society, ultimately leaving 
those contradictions not entire-
ly resolved. In other words, she 
becomes an adult.”

Other themes to be consid-
ered are the relationship be-
tween mothers and daughters, 
Jewish identity and assimilation, 
the role of women in society, 
coming of age and sexuality, 
and Jewish stereotypes.

The 1958 movie “Marjorie 
Morningstar,” starring Natalie 
Wood and Gene Kelly, raises 
another interesting point. (You 
can find the movie on You-
Tube.) When you read the book 
and watch the film, you find they 
have different endings — another 
topic for us to discuss and spec-
ulate about. Whom did each 
ending satisfy? Marjorie? Her 
mother? The reader?

I hope you are as excited about 
discussing, reading, or reread-
ing “Marjorie Morningstar” as I 
am. Please join us on Wednes-
day, January 12 at 10:30 a.m. in 

Room A110 on Main Street at 
Shalom Park. Feel free to bring 
a friend, your mom, or your 
daughter. Also, if you are inter-
ested in joining our CJE Book 
Club, please email me at sueb.
littauer@jewishcharlotte.org. A 
complete schedule for the 2022 
Book Club will be published in 
the January issue of the Charlotte 
Jewish News.

December brings many chal-
lenges to Jewish families as well 
as interfaith families. The con-
vergence of multiple holidays, 
including Hanukkah, Christmas, 
and Kwanzaa, has aptly been 
named the “December Dilem-
ma.” 

Being surrounded by a pre-
dominantly Christian culture 
can make it difficult to explain 
why your family celebrates 
one way, when it seems every-
one else is doing something 
completely different. I clearly 
remember my 5-year-old son 
begging to put Christmas lights 
on our house, when our family 
tradition was to celebrate only 
Hanukkah.  

On the other hand, many 
interfaith families choose to 
celebrate two holidays. The di-
lemma here is how to embrace 

and respect both traditions. This 
month, I would like to share 
books that may help you and 
your child understand and accept 
the challenges — as well as the 
joys — of December.  

Anyone who’s ever asked, 
“Why can’t we have a Christ-
mas tree?” will enjoy “Dear 
Santa, Love Rachel Rosenstein,” 
a lighthearted story about being 
Jewish during the holiday sea-
son, written by actress Amanda 
Peet. “Dear Santa, Love, Rachel 
Rosenstein” perfectly describes 
the December dilemma. With a 
dose of reality and a dollop of 
humor, this picture book loving-
ly explores Rachel’s longing to 
celebrate Christmas. In the end, 
Rachel meets many friends at a 
Chinese restaurant who also do 
not celebrate Christmas, includ-
ing Lucy Deng, Mike Rashid, 
and Amina Singh. Recommend-
ed for ages 4-8.   

One of my personal favorite 
books for all seasons is “The 
Only One Club” by Jane Nali-
boff. As the only student who 
celebrates Hanukkah in her 
class, Jennifer decides to create 
an exclusive club. One by one, 
Jennifer’s classmates all ask to 
be part of the “only one” club as 
they discover that every student 
has a unique characteristic. I love 
the way this book embraces and 
celebrates individuality. Recom-
mended for ages 5-8.

“Nonna’s Hanukkah Surprise” 
by Karen Fisman is a touching 
book about a young Jewish girl’s 
visit to her Italian grandmother 
(Nonna) who celebrates Christ-
mas. Rachel’s family packs up all 
its Hanukkah items to celebrate 
the Jewish holiday at Nonna’s 

house, but Rachel loses her brand 
new menorah on the airplane. 
Happily, Nonna finds a very 
special way to save Hanukkah! 
This story is appropriate for fam-
ilies for whom grandparents and 
extended family have different 
celebration traditions. Recom-
mended for children ages 3–8. 

“The Christmas Menorahs: 
How a Town Fought Hate” is a 
book based on actual events that 
took place in Montana. When the 
Schnitzers display their Hanuk-
kah menorah, someone throws 
a rock through their window. In 
the end, people across the town 
of Billings all display menorahs 
to stand together against bigot-
ry and acts of hatred. Written 
by psychotherapist Dr. Janice 
Cohn, this book deals with an-
tisemitism. For this reason, I 

would recommend that parents 
share this book and discuss to-
gether. Appropriate for students 
in grades 4-7.

Miss Debby’s best-loved 
books and many other books 
about Hanukkah are available 
at the Levine-Sklut Judaic 
Library. Please stop in and pick 
up a copy to share with your 
family. Alternatively, you may 
call us at (704) 944-6783 or 
email library@jewishcharlotte.
org to reserve any book or even 
request curbside pick up.  

HANUKKAH KITS AVAIL-
ABLE ! Kits for parents to dis-
cuss Hanukkah in classroom 
will be available on December 
1. Quantities are limited; please 
call to reserve your kit today: 
(704) 944-6783.



Sharing Hanukkah at School
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Ah, December — time for 
delicious fried foods, cozy fam-
ily get-togethers, lighting the 
menorah, and a yearly visit to 
your child’s school to explain 
Hanukkah. Chances are that if 
your child attends a secular or 
public school, you may be in-
vited to teach a short lesson to 
their class about Hanukkah. If 
you’ve done this in the past, or 
every year, you may be getting 
tired of the same old crafts and 
cooking demos. If you’ve never 
had to do this, but you’re on the 
hook for this year, we’ve got a 
few tips to help give an elemen-
tary or preschool classroom a 
crash course in Hanukkah.

First, give yourself a refresher 
on the Hanukkah story. In one 
sentence, Hanukkah, or the Fes-
tival of Lights, celebrates the re-
dedication of the second Jewish 
Temple after it was taken back 
from the Greeks in the second
century. 

Discuss with the students.
For pre-K (3-5 years):

Children in this age group 
understand what it means to be 

brave like the Maccabees. En-
courage kids to talk about times 
that they’ve been brave, whether 
by talking to a new friend, going 
to the dentist, or getting back on 
their bike after they’ve fallen 
down.
For big kids (6+):

Hanukkah celebrates lib-
eration from oppression and 
reminds us of the importance 
of freedom of religion. It also 
teaches us to fight back when 
people’s rights are taken away. 
For children ages seven and 
up, Hanukkah provides a jump-
ing-off point for discussions 
about freedom of expression and 
current events.

Discussion questions might 
include:

What makes freedom import-
ant for all people?

How can a small group make 
a diff erence?

For the more valuable tips 
and links to printable directions 
for playing dreidel, recipes, 
and more, please go to www.
pjlibrary.org/hanukkah. 

The Center for Jewish Educa-

tion (CJE) and PJ Library Char-
lotte are proud to off er ready-to-
use Hanukkah kits for sharing 
Hanukkah in schools. Kits in-
clude age-appropriate stories, 
activity sheets, one Hanukkah 
menorah, dreidels, and choco-
late gelt. Quantities are limited. 
Call (704) 944-6783 to reserve 
your kit.

Reprinted with permission 
from PJ Library’s blog on PJli-
brary.org. 

Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte

Teaching about Hanukkah at your child’s school? Don’t fear!
The Center for Jewish Education and PJ Library have you 
covered!

Free kits for sharing Hanukkah are available for checkout at the Levine-Sklut 
Judaic Library.

Kits Include:
• Explanation of the holiday of Hanukkah
• Appropriate story book
• Hanukkah menorah and candles
• Dreidels and directions for playing 
• Craft Ideas
• Hanukkah worksheets/coloring pages  (We can make
 copies for you in the Library.)
• Classroom set of dreidels and gelt to leave as a
 treat for students

Please call or email the Library to reserve your kit today—quantities 
are limited. 

704.944.6783 • library@jewishcharlotte.org 

Hanukkah ToolkitsHanukkah Toolkits
for “Hanukkah Parents”for “Hanukkah Parents”

DATEthe
Save

Featuring

BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW AT:



On Oct. 21, Jewish Federation 
of Greater Charlotte’s (JFGC) 
Women’s Philanthropy kicked 
off their year with a cozy fire-
side chat, in their first in-person 
event since early 2020. Almost. 
The fire was broadcast on a giant 
video screen, and the social dis-
tancing as part of strict COVID 
protocols might have made the 
event less than “cozy,” but the 
non-traditional format for the 
Women’s Philanthropy didn’t 
detract from the sense of com-
munity felt by the number of 
guests who attended in person 
and the others who joined vir-
tually. 

The theme of the evening 
was “Ignite and Spark”.  Wom-
en’s Philanthropy’s leadership 
team kicked off the evening by 
sharing what inspires them to be 
involved in and support JFGC 

and the Jewish community as a 
whole. 

Lisa Levinson, Women’s 
Philanthropy co-chair explained 
that she was inspired by the 

example set by her father, Sam 
Strause, as he worked for years 
to raise significant dollars for our 
Jewish community. After serving 
on the JFGC Allocations Com-
mittee, her eyes were opened 
to the vital importance of Fed-
eration Campaign dollars in our 
community. Of her continued 
involvement in leadership and 
philanthropy, she said, “I derive 
tremendous pleasure and gratifi-
cation from my involvement and 
following in my dad’s footsteps 
and honoring his legacy.”

Alyssa Levine, Pomegranate 
Society co-chair also highlighted 
the importance of the millions of 
dollars allocated by Federation 
to local organizations, many of 
which she grew up with and 
contributed to her strong Jewish 
identity. She said, “I’m proud to 
know that my Pomegranate gift 

helps create and grow our Jewish 
community.”

 Debra Van Glish, Women’s 
Philanthropy co-chair is inspired 
by her love of Israel. She noted 
that Federation makes a deeper 
connection to Israel possible for 
all of us with its programs that 
help youth experience Israel 
firsthand, programs that educate 
and advocate for all things re-
lated to Israel, and with funding 
for dozens of nonprofits in Isra-
el made possible by its Annual 
Campaign. 

Women’s Philanthropy lead-
ers Karen Spiegler, Karen Ran-
senberg, and Eliza Carney also 
shared their inspirations and 
how Federation sparks them, 
highlighting connections to com-
munity programs for youth, the 
importance of building a Jewish 
legacy, and the value of com-
munity as a way to connect with 
Judaism. 

It’s no secret what ignites and 
sparks Archie Gottesman, the 
evenings featured speaker. With 
exuding energy, her humor and 
passion leaped off the screen into 
the room, whether in the Camp 
Mindy Recreation Hall for those 
gathered in person, or in the liv-
ing rooms of those attending 
virtually. 

The co-founder of JewBelong 
shared the history and primary 
purpose of the JewBelong web-
site and movement as a way to 
reach the large, majority of the 
Jewish population who are “dis-
engaged” from their Judaism.  
The website provides resources 

to make Judaism approachable 
and less intimidating.

Archie explained that reach-
ing those Jews can be a chal-
lenge, and shared with the au-
dience some of non-traditional, 
and sometimes quite edgy adver-
tising campaigns they use. 

With the spike of antisemitism 
last May, Archie and JewBelong 
were inspired to take their unique 
style of messaging to the streets 
— literally — with billboards 
in Times Square, Philadelphia, 
Miami, Washington DC, and 
Boston with bold wording such 
as, “We’re just 75 years since the 
gas chambers. So, no, a billboard 
calling out antisemitism isn’t an 
over-reaction.” Archie explained 
that with the dialogue happening 
in our country around issues of 
race, diversity, and discrimina-
tion, it is crucial that antisemi-
tism be brought into that conver-
sation. 

Future Women’s Philanthropy 
events will be announced soon.  
Federation ignites and sparks 
women to become leaders and 
decision-makers. Their collec-
tive philanthropy enriches their 
own lives while improving the 
lives of others.  It’s about having 
an impact.
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Women’s Philanthropy Kicks off Year with Archie 
Gottesman, Co-Founder of JewBelong 

Diamonds, Bridal & Custom Design - Fine & Estate Jewelry - Appraisals

Come check out our Judea Jewelry 
Selection!

Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte

Debra Van Glish

A JewBelong billboard calling out antisemitism

Left to Right: Alyssa Levine, Debra Van Glish, Karen Ransenberg, Rebekah 
Rubenstein, Eliza Carney, Karen Spiegler
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LEVINE JCC

SPORTS CAMPS
Specialty

All camp details & registration online:

CHARLOTTEJCC.ORG/CAMP

POWERED BY

SPECIALTY
SPORTS CAMPS

GRADES 1-10
FIND YOUR SPORT!

 tennis • football • lacrosse
all-sports • soccer • basketball

CAMP MINDY
PRESCHOOL • K-5 • TEEN
TRADITIONAL DAY CAMP
half & full day • extended care

leadership camps

PERFORMING ARTS 
CAMPS

GRADES K–8 
2 SUMMER PRODUCTIONS

pick one or both!

*MEMBER PRIORITY*
REGISTRATION

BEGINS 
DECEMBER 13
NON-MEMBERS REGISTER 

JANUARY 11, 2022

By Shira Hanau, November 14, 
2021 (JTA) 

 A watercolor painting by Vin-
cent Van Gogh that was stolen by 
the Nazis from its Jewish owner 
during the Holocaust was sold at 
auction for $35,855,000 Thurs-
day, breaking the record for the 
largest sum ever paid for a Van 
Gogh painting on paper at auc-
tion.

The painting, called “Meules 
de blé” in French of “Wheat-
stacks” in English, was com-
pleted by Van Gogh in 1888 and 
features a colorful wheat harvest 
scene.

It had been purchased by Max 
Meirowsky, a German Jewish 
art collector, in 1913. When 
Meirowsky left Germany for 
Amsterdam in the face of grow-
ing antisemitism in 1938, he left 
the painting with an art dealer 
who sold it to Alexandrine de 
Rothschild of the famed bank-
ing family. When Rothschild 
left Germany for Switzerland, 
her art collection was seized by 
the Nazis.

The painting’s whereabouts 
between the end of World War II 
and the 1970s are unknown, but 
in 1979, American businessman 

Ed Cox purchased the painting 
at a gallery in New York.

The proceeds from Thursday’s 
sale are set to be split between 
Cox’s estate and the descendants 
of Meirowsky and Rothschild, 
according to the terms of a ne-
gotiation facilitated by the Chris-
tie’s auction house.

“The settlement agreement 
resolves the dispute over own-
ership of the work and title will 
pass to the successful bidder,” 
Christie’s said in its listing of 
the painting.

Van Gogh painting stolen from 
Rothschild by Nazis sells for over 
$35 million, breaking record

“Wheatstacks,” a Van Gogh water-
color stolen by the Nazis, was sold 
at aucti on by Christi e's in New York 
Thursday for $35.9 million. (Christi e’s)
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Hadassah Directory Funds Life-Saving Hadassah 
Medical Organization
By Aileen Greenberg-Kriner

The back pain was so severe 
that Lilyah Altschul, 73, was 
almost paralyzed. The pain was 
constant and intolerable. No 
number of pills would help. Alt-
schul had numerous health prob-
lems, and putting her under full 
anesthesia was extremely risky. 
Several Israeli hospitals refused 
to operate.

Senior spine surgeon Dr. Josh 
Schroeder and his colleagues at 
Hadassah Hospital Ein Kerem 
had perfected a technique for 
operating while patients remain 
awake but are under local anes-
thesia and sedation. They per-
formed a complicated surgery 
under only local anesthesia. Dr. 
Josh Schroeder and team re-
stored her mobility in what the 

patient’s daughter described as 
“a miracle,” adding, “She’s smil-
ing again after all that suff ering.”

Like many other 21st-century 
mothers, Gaza resident Nourhan 
enjoyed recording her baby’s 
every move. While looking at 
photos on her cell phone, she 
noticed an unusual white stain 
in her daughter Mayar’s eye.

After numerous visits to oph-

thalmologists, the family re-
ceived the horrifying news that 
Mayar had retinoblastoma, a rare 
eye cancer that primarily aff ects 
young children. Nourhan recalls 
every doctor coming up with the 
same answer: “There is nothing 
we can do. The cancer is aggres-
sive, and Mayar can’t be helped. 
The solution is to remove the 
eye.” Mayar’s parents continued 
to search for a diff erent answer 
and learned about the Hadassah 
Medical Organization.

Professor Shahar Frankel, one 
of Hadassah’s ophthalmologists, 
met Mayar when she was nine 
months old. “She couldn’t see 
out of her eye because the tu-
mor was right at its center and 
occupied about half the eye’s 
volume,” says Professor Fran-
kel. “Mayar required immediate 
treatment to save her eye.”

Within three days, Professor 
Jose Cohen, director of the En-
dovascular Neurosurgery and 
Stroke Unit, and his team per-
formed a procedure to reach the 
tumor directly to focus the che-
motherapy. Over many months, 
Professor Frankel and Professor 
Jacob Peer, head of Hadassah’s 
Onco-Ophthalmology Depart-
ment, injected chemotherapy 
directly into Mayar’s eye.

Nine months later when Nour-
han returned with Mayar for a 
checkup, Professor Frankel re-
lates, “We were delighted to tell 
them that the treatment had been 
successful.” The tumor cells had 
died, and Mayar could see with 
that eye.

Both of these amazing pa-
tient outcomes resulted from of 
the expertise and compassion of 
professionals in the Hadassah 
Medical Organization (HMO) 
in Israel. HMO’s two Jerusa-

lem hospitals, Ein Kerem and 
Mt. Scopus, are innovative, re-
spected global leaders in medi-
cal care, treatment, and research 
serving more than a million men, 
women, and children each year 
regardless of religion, race, or 
nationality. 

Hadassah Charlotte, along 
with Hadassah chapters around 
the world, provides major fund-
ing for the HMO. Our Charlotte 
chapter has committed to fund 
a state-of-the-art dermatolo-
gy nurses’ station in the iconic 
round building at Hadassah Hos-
pital Ein Kerem in Jerusalem. 

The 2022/6782 Charlotte 
Area Jewish Community Direc-
tory is our major fundraiser for 
the HMO so it can continue its 
important work. Our chapter has 
printed a directory since 1947! 

The directory provides per-
sonal and business contact infor-
mation and ads from companies 
and individuals who support the 
Charlotte metro Jewish commu-
nity, from Huntersville and Lake 
Norman to Indian Land and Lan-
caster, South Carolina. 

This year the directory will be 
more helpful than ever. In addi-
tion to providing your name, 
address, and phone number, you 
can add your email, a second 
address, and information for a 
second person in your house-
hold. You will be able to list your 
Jewels (children and grandchil-
dren) for free this year and also 
purchase an Honor or Memorial 
for a loved one.

In addition to the printed di-
rectory, we are adding an online 
app, available by subscription. 
The online version will be in 
real time. You can update your 
own address, phone number, or 
any other information whenever 
it changes. New personal listings 
can be added throughout the year 
— perfect if you’ve just moved 
to the Charlotte area.

In the app, we make it easy to 
connect to the services you need. 
Business listings and advertise-
ments are linked to the compa-
ny’s website so you can shop 
and order online. Businesses are 
also listed by type as a reference 
for community members. Need 
a doctor, fi nancial planner, real 
estate agent, or jeweler? Search-
ing for a place to worship? Look-
ing for a restaurant? Check the 
directory.

IMPORTANT: If you were 
in previous directories, you will 
NOT automatically be included 
in the 2022 Directory because of 
privacy laws. You MUST sign up 
again.

We invite you to advertise and 
be listed in the 2022/5782 Char-
lotte Area Jewish Community 
Directory, sponsored by Genera-
tions at Shalom Park. Please read 
the Hadassah column on page 9 
for additional information.

Jewish Women



By Aileen Greenberg-Kriner
Get ready to say goodbye to 

2021 and welcome 2022. But 
before we move on to the new 
year, we have many special days 
to celebrate in December (with 
thanks to National Day Calendar 
and calendarr.com). 

We have religious holidays: 
The last day of Hanukkah is 
Dec. 6, Christmas Day is Dec. 
25, and Kwanza begins on Dec. 
26. Then we have secular obser-
vances: World AIDS Day (Dec. 
1), Pearl Harbor Day (Dec. 7), 
Bill of Rights Day (Dec. 15), 
and the Winter Solstice, which, 
appropriately, is also National 
Flashlight Day (Dec. 21). 

But you may not be aware of 
some other fun “holidays” at this 
time of year: International Day 
of the Ninja (Dec. 5), Pretend to 
Be a Time Traveler Day (Dec.8), 
National Llama Day (Dec. 9), 
and Cat Herders Day (Dec. 15). 
Good luck with that one.

The food-related celebrations 
are my favorite. Imagine indulg-
ing in each treat on its special 
day. National Pie Day is Dec. 1. 
National Eat a Red Apple Day 
is also Dec. 1. Maybe apple pie 
should be the dessert of the day. 
National Gazpacho Day is Dec. 

6, but why would we eat cold 
soup in winter? That should be 
a summer celebration. Then we 
have 10 national days of sugar: 
Cotton Candy Day (Dec. 7), 
Brownie Day (Dec. 8), Cup-
cake Day (Dec. 15), and Choc-
olate-Covered Anything Day 
(Dec. 16). And, of course, Na-
tional Champagne Day is Dec. 
31.

So celebrate the New Year! 
Pop the champagne! The new 
Charlotte Area Jewish Com-
munity Directory is coming in 
2022, and we want to include 
you!
Jewish Community Directory

The 2022/5782 Directory will 
be available as a printed book 
and, for the first time, in a new 
digital version. It does not cost 
anything to have your informa-
tion in the directory. The printed 
directory and the app subscrip-
tion are available for $18 each, 
$34 for both.

THIS IS IMPORTANT: If 
you were in previous directories, 
you will NOT automatically be 
included in the 2022 Directory. 
You have to enter your infor-
mation online at www.hadas-
sahcltevents.org. Because of 
privacy laws, we cannot print 

your personal information with-
out your consent. If you need 
help with your personal listing, 
email Yvette at cltdirectorylis-
ting@gmail.com or call (980) 
553-1880.

If you are a business owner, 
we would love to promote your 
company. Your color or black 
and white ad will be in both the 
app and the print directory. If 
you have not been contacted yet 
about purchasing an ad, please 
email Laurie at clthadassahdir@
gmail.com.  

The deadline to submit your 
information for directory listings 
(personal and business) and ad-
vertising for the print directory 
is Dec. 31, 2021, but don’t wait 
until New Year’s Eve. Do it 
now!
Mah Jongg Cards 

It’s time to order your 2022 
Mah Jongg card. Why order 
through Hadassah? The National 
Mah Jongg League donates pro-
ceeds from the sale of its official 
cards to charitable organiza-
tions, including Hadassah. It is a 
great fundraiser for our chapter. 
Last year we earned over $900! 
Small cards are $9. Large cards 
are $10. To order, please send a 
check and your name, address, 

phone number, email, and the 
size card you want to Merril 
Schenkel, 3315 Mannington 
Drive, Charlotte, NC 28270. The 
last day to order is Jan. 15. If you 
have questions, Merrill’s email 
is red2467@earthlink.net.
Like to Read? 

Now you have two opportu-
nities to read and discuss books 
and short stories with other Ha-
dassah women.

Hadassah BookTalk is our 
new book club, which began 
in October. We meet on the 
fourth Tuesday of each month 
at 7 p.m. Meetings are currently 
being held via Zoom. Please let 
us know if you’d like to attend 
and we will forward the meet-
ing link. For more information, 
email Karen at kfuttersak@
gmail.com or Aileen at mom3ai-
leen@msn.com.

The Short Stories Discussion 
Group reads stories from differ-
ent eras, authors, and cultures. 
The next meeting is 11:45 a.m. 
on Friday, Dec. 17 via Zoom. All 
meetings are held on the third 
Friday of the month at 11:45 
a.m. To receive the stories and 
get the Zoom link, RSVP to 
Amalia at amaliaima@att.net. 
For additional information, 

email Amalia, or Linda Levy 
at levyollie@aol.com.

The next Hadassah Charlotte 
board meeting is Monday, Dec. 
20 at 7 p.m. via Zoom. All mem-
bers are invited. Contact Marci 
at marcig333@gmail.com for 
the link.

Want to join Hadassah or 
learn about membership? Email 
Lori at lptrap@aol.com.

For up-to-date Hadassah in-
formation, check our website 
(HadassahCLTevents.org), like 
our Facebook page (Hadassah 
CLT), follow us on Instagram 
(Hadassah Charlotte) or Twitter 
(@HadassahCLT), or send us an 
email at HadassahCLT@gmail.
com.
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Hadassah Announces 2022 Events



By Andrea Gamlin
Three years ago, I left the 

United States for Israel. Of 
course, I returned eight days later 
and with a renewed connection 
to Judaism. As a wife and moth-
er, I was nervous about leaving 
behind my husband and kids, not 
because I thought they’d suff er 
from malnourishment, dirty 
clothes, or heaven forbid watch 
too much TV for one week and 
one day. My husband is a great 
cook, both he and my kids (since 
they were in 7th grade) do their 
own laundry, and one week of 
potentially more TV wasn’t 
going to kill anyone. No, my 
anxiety was over being away 
during my husband’s birthday 
despite his fi rm assurances that 
he’d be just fi ne celebrating with 
the kids. We all have reasons for 
anxiety striking over silly caus-
es, and now you know mine.
The last time I’d been to Israel, 
I was in my early 20s. I’d taken 
some time off  before graduate 
school to study in Jerusalem at a 
Judaic program for women who, 
like me, had a fi nite amount of 
time but a boundless desire 
to learn. All these years later, 
and after speaking with a few 
friends who’d been on Momen-
tum’s heavily subsidized trips, 
it seemed like the MOMentum 
program would off er the mom 
time I needed for me and my in-
terest in learning.

Our group of nine, along with 
our local leader, Sara Oppen-
heim, flew together from JFK 
airport to Tel Aviv on EL AL. I 
knew only two of the nine wom-
en before the trip, but after the 
first day together, we formed 
a sisterhood. All of us had dif-
fering Judaic backgrounds but 
connected through the journey’s 
“unity without uniformity” vibe. 

We shared our desire to en-
gage with, learn about, and ex-
plore Israel and to see historic 
and important sites. We had 
energetic conversations about 
our classes and the wisdom im-
parted by knowledgeable guides 
during tours and discussed how 
we could make the world a bet-
ter place. We met Jewish wom-
en from other parts of the world 
who shared their backgrounds 
and feelings with us. It was truly 
a global Jewish sisterhood. 

The MOMentum trip doesn’t 
end in Israel. Back home, women 
channel their energy and passion 
personally, professionally, and 
communally and continue their 
journey through educational and 
leadership programs. Here in 
Charlotte, our Momentum chap-
ter is called Charlotte Women of 
Wisdom (W.O.W), and we have 
events throughout the year for 
women to start or continue im-
portant conversations about Ju-
daism. WOW provides monthly 
opportunities for Jewish women 

to engage in Jewish learning of 
all styles. We talk and learn while 
making jewelry, while cooking 
and baking together, while paint-
ing, and while playing mah jongg. 
We meditate, we breathe, we hold 
each other up during tough times, 
and we celebrate happy occasions 
together.

Does it sound interesting to 
you? Do you know of a Jewish 
mother with children under the 
age of 18 for whom this trip would 
be an outstanding opportunity to 
grow and learn? Women pay for 
their own airfare, tips during the 
trip, and a small acceptance fee 

and program fee. The remainder 
is subsidized by our local chap-
ter and Momentum. Our belief 
is that if you change a woman, 
you change a family, and if you 
change a family, you change 
the world. Jewish women from 
various or no synagogue affi  lia-
tion are welcome to join us. Go 
to www.charlottewomenofwis-
dom.com for more information.
By the way, when I came home, 
husband and kids showered me 
with aff ection (our dog wouldn’t 

leave my side for days), and mi-
raculously everyone was fine. 
Bottom line, don’t let being away 
from home for eight days deter 
you. Live your most meaningful 
life starting now. Join us!
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� e Momentous MOMentum Israel Year-Long 
Journey

Andrea Gamlin making pita in Israel

W.O.W Charlott e Trip Sisters, October 2018

704.344.8846
309 S. Sharon Amity Rd., Suite 200

Charlotte, NC 28211

S   A   V   I   N   G   S

10 DAYS OF
S   A   V   I   N   G   SS   A   V   I   N   G   S

10 DAYS OF
Spread the holiday cheer and save on skincare products, 

microneedling, laser hair removal, and more
with the purchase of one or more of our 10 holiday packages. 

Each package is available until Friday, Dec. 17 and can be 
viewed by visiting www.ppsd.com.

Get your holiday shopping done early. Stop by our office 
today and take advantage of these deals.  
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Generations at Shalom Park: Genesis Club 
Members Benefi t from Planning Early 
By Karen Knoble, Community 
Outreach, Generations at Sha-
lom Park

Gerontologists agree it is im-
portant for older adults to make 
plans that enable them to live in 
a home that provides them with 
a safe, healthy, and stimulating 
environment. The best time to 
create that plan is when your 
health is relatively good, so you 
are not rushed into decisions. 
Generations at Shalom Park will 
not open until early 2024, mak-
ing this an ideal time to plan. Pri-
or to construction, Generations 
is providing the opportunity for 
you to create your plan, at no risk 
to you if your plans change. You 
choose the exact home that fi ts 
your lifestyle. Should your needs 
or plans change, 100% of your 
deposit will be refunded to you 
with no penalty. To encourage 
you to make your plan, Genera-
tions is off ering its Genesis Club 
Members signifi cant fi nancial in-
centives that can save depositors 
between $90,00 and $250,000. 
(Contact a Generations Life Plan 
Counselor for details at (704) 
532-5400.)

Although future needs are not 
always predictable, it is import-

ant to recognize that lifestyle 
adjustments are inevitable with 
aging. Generations at Shalom 
Park is being specifically de-
signed and built for aging in 
place, so residents will be able to 
bring in health services to assist 
them, allowing them to stay in 
their homes as long as possible. 
Memory care will also be avail-
able at Generations at Shalom 
Park. Although relatively few 
people ever need to move to as-
sisted living or long-term care, 
these health-care services will be 
off ered by our sister communi-
ty, Aldersgate, at reduced rates. 
No matter what the future may 
bring, Generations at Shalom 
Park is committed to providing 
you with the community and 
quality health care support you 
may need.

Why deposit now? Genesis 
Club early depositors are se-
lecting the apartment homes 
and locations that are perfect 
for them. As of November 1, 
deposits have been placed on 46 
homes. Because Generations is 
a new community, you choose 
your specifi c apartment and lo-
cation.  Your choice is not limited 
to whatever vacant units avail-

able at that moment in time.  At  
Generations your home will be 
new, and it will be customized 
for you. As an early depositor, 
you choose the size and layout, 
and you choose the fi nishes that 
refl ect your style. For Genesis 
Club Members, Generations is 
providing a $5,000 allowance 
toward upgrades and custom fea-
tures and a moving allowance of 
up to $1,500 so your home can 
be decorated with the things most 
meaningful to you. 

Because Generations at Sha-
lom Park is a start-up, residents 
will be moving in at around 
the same time. Our community 

members won’t have to worry 
about fi tting into existing social 
groups. Residents will create a 
peer group that shares a com-
mitment to the active lifestyle 
available at Generations.

At Generations at Shalom 
Park, you still have the chance 
to pick your neighbors, and that 
is what depositors are doing. 
Friends have selected homes 
near one another, sisters will 
be living next door to each oth-
er, and four sets of siblings and 
their spouses have also elected 
to move into Generations. Each 
of these depositors has made an 
active choice to live near friends 

and loved ones. Our depositors 
are making sure that they can 
easily sustain meaningful rela-
tionships. Gina Howard, a Gen-
esis Club member, says she is 
looking forward to the “camara-
derie and the sense of communi-
ty” she will fi nd at Generations 
at Shalom Park.

Generations at Shalom Park is 
a once-in-a-generation opportu-
nity for you and for our Jewish 
community. This opportunity 
may not come around again. If 
living in a culturally Jewish com-
munity is important to you, then 
now is the time to make your 
plan.

We want you to become part 
of our community at Generations 
at Shalom Park. As Leah Barry, a 
Genesis Club member from Ra-
leigh, North Carolina, expressed, 
“Why wait? Do it now!” 

For more information, go to 
generationsatshalompark.com 
or call (704) 532-5400.

5935 Carnegie Blvd., Suite 101 
Charlotte, NC 28209

It’s a vibrant lifestyle in a  
gorgeous modern residence on a  

welcoming multigenerational campus. 
It’s fine dining, art, culture, and  

access to the Levine JCC next door.  
Welcome to senior living like you’ve  

never seen it. Generations at Shalom Park,  
opening in 2024. Founded on the principles  

of Jewish life and tradition, Generations  
offers everything and welcomes everyone. 

Why settle for less?  
Reserve your residence at preconstruction 

pricing while opportunities remain.  
To learn more, call (704) 736-3343  

and take a closer look at 
generationsatshalompark.com.

Retirement living with  
a little of EVERYTHING.
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Greenspon Center: Inviting You to Write the 
Next Chapter

We often stop in December, 
the last month of the year in the 
U.S., to appreciate the big and 
small things that make our lives 
better. But how often do we 
reach out to the people who pro-
vide the experiences for which 
we give thanks?

At the Stan Greenspon Ho-
locaust and Social Justice Edu-
cation Center, we want to make 
sure that you understand just 
how grateful we are for your care 
and support of all that we do, all 
that we have done, and all that 
we hope to do. We are dreaming 
big and invite you to continue 
to write the next chapter of our 
story with us! 

What does that story look 
like?

During our fi rst fi ve years we 
have: 
• Increased our footprint on 

the Queens College c ampus.
• Formed new partnerships in 

the greater Charlotte com-
munity.

• Welcomed 20 new students 
into the Hillel family.

At this milestone moment, we 
changed our name and began 

working on two groundbreaking 
programs. During our next fi ve 
years we aim to:
• Off er a Holocaust Pedago-

gy Certificate program to 
educators and community 
members.

• Offer a new certificate to 
train social justice advocates 
to bring lasting change to 
our community.

• Expand our Charlotte Black/
Jewish Alliance for young 
professionals.

• Create traveling pop-up Ho-
locaust and human rights ed-
ucational exhibits.

• Sponsor Holocaust educa-
tion programs for educators 
and the community.

• Provide more latkes and 
more laughter as we cele-
brate Jewish Life at Queens.

Thank you, in advance, for 
helping us write the next chap-
ters of our developing story!

To discuss the impact that 
your gift can have, please email 
Talia Goldman at goldmant@
queens.edu.

The Stan Greenspon Center 
for Holocaust and Social Jus-

tice Education is proud to an-
nounce an exciting partnership 
for Holocaust education.

After two months of talking 
and planning, we at the Green-
spon Center are so proud to an-
nounce we are partnering with 
the Levine Museum of the New 
South and the Anne Frank Center 
at the University of South Caro-
lina Columbia to bring our very 
fi rst Pop-Up History exhibit to 
Charlotte in January of 2022

A traveling exhibition from 
the Anne Frank Center will be 
installed at the Levine Museum’s 
space for two weeks. Middle and 
high school students from area 
schools will be trained as docents 
for the exhibit, with the hope that 
they will be able to bring the ex-
hibit back to their home schools 
in the future. The docent training 
prepares students to personalize 
their presentation of the exhibit 
and builds leadership skills. It 
also engages the group in con-
versation about how prejudice 
and “othering” can endanger per-
sonal freedom and leads to harm. 

Those who visit the exhibit 
will not only interact with Anne 

Frank’s story but also will be 
asked to consider their own ex-
periences and leave something of 
their own story behind. Whether 
it is a poem, an image, a simple 
thought, or a short story, these 
artifacts will be collected and cu-
rated to form a new exhibit that 
refl ects the identity and experi-
ences of those who visited.

This is the fi rst of many more 
Pop-Up History exhibits The 
Greenspon Center plans for 
Charlotte in the years to come.

If you would like to support 
this project, please contact Don-
na Tarney at tarneyd@queens.
edu) for more information!

Space is fi lling up for Jour-
ney Through Jewish Poland: 
Roots, Resilience, Renewal.

Did you know that in the 13th 
century, during the time of The 
Crusades and widespread an-
ti-Jewish legislation, Poland cre-
ated legal protections for Jews? 
Did you know Jews settled and 
built a rich cultural, religious, 
and social life that thrived for 
hundreds of years? Were you 
aware that scholars believe that 
80% of World Jewry lived in 

Poland in the 16th century? Ma-
jor movements upon which our 
Charlotte community is built 
emerged from Poland, includ-
ing Hasidism, with its focus on 
mysticism and prayer, and the 
Haskalah, the Jewish Enlighten-
ment, which supported the de-
velopment of our modern Jewish 
movements. While it is import-
ant to honor the memory of the 
victims of the Holocaust, this trip 
will explore the once-thriving 
Polish Jewish community from 
which the threads that connect 
us and beautify our Jewish lives 
were spun. 

Join Talli Dippold, Rabbi Judy 
Schindler, and scholar-in-resi-
dence Dr. Tomasz Cebulski on 
a journey of discovery to learn 
more about this rich, 1,000-
year heritage and explore Jew-
ish roots, resilience, and re-
newal!learn more, please contact 
Talli (dippoldt@queens.edu).



By  Howard Olshansky, JFS Ex-
ecutive Director

Happy Hanukkah! Merry 
Christmas! Happy Kwanza! 
Happy New Year! All around us 
we are bombarded with images 
of celebrations. Advertisers de-
pict families surrounded by gifts, 
holiday gatherings, and family 
meals. Holiday movies flood us 
with stories that tug at the heart. 
I mean, who wouldn’t want to be 
Jimmy Stewart at the end of “It’s 
a Wonderful Life?”

Unfortunately, for most of us, 
the holiday season is not so up-
lifting. In fact, for the majority of 
Americans, the holiday season is 
fraught with stress and anxiety. 
Family dynamics get in the way 
of peaceful celebrations togeth-
er, an eagerness to please causes 

people to spend more than they 
can afford, and holiday events 
add stress to often already very 
busy schedules. 

If you are one in five who 
suffers with a mental illness, the 
holidays only exacerbate your 
mental health symptoms. Ac-
cording the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness, 64% of people 
with a mental illness reported 
experiencing increased symp-
toms, including stress, anxiety, 
and depression, during the hol-
iday season. 

Celebrating holidays while 
still dealing with COVID only 
makes everything more diffi-
cult. On top of the typical holi-
day stressors such as feelings of 
loneliness, worry about finances, 
and anxiety around social events, 

COVID presents a whole set of 
new challenges. Do I attend pub-
lic gatherings? Will people be 
wearing masks? What should I 
do if they aren’t? How do I know 
who is or isn’t vaccinated? 

How can you manage to min-
imize the stress and anxiety and 
maybe even enjoy the season? 
Here are some tips that might 
help:
Family Gatherings
• Opt out this year! Let your 

extended family know 
you decided to keep it 
small this year and are just 
celebrating with immediate 
family.

• Speak to family members 
and set up ground rules in 
advance. Go over the “un-
acceptable conversations” 
— those that typically cre-
ate arguments and tension.

• Plan smaller gatherings by 
getting together with one 
family at a time, elim-
inating everyone being 
together. 

Gift Giving
• Determine a total amount 

you are going to spend that 
is within your budget and 

then make a list of the gifts 
you need to buy. Once you 
have completed your pur-
chases, stop shopping!

• Prioritize the people on your 
list and only purchase gifts 
for those individuals. If you 
feel it is necessary, you can 
give away homemade baked 
goods or gifts to others.

• Make a donation to your 
favorite charity and send a 
note to those on your list 
informing them that in lieu 
of a gift, you have made a 
donation to help others. 

Events
• As with family gatherings, 

opt out! Let folks know you 
are not doing parties, gath-
erings, and so forth this year.

• Attend with someone you 
are comfortable socializing 
with at the event.

• Get as much information 
as possible so you can be 
prepared with directions, 
parking, dress, time, and so 
on. The more you know, the 
better able you are to plan.

• If you are anxious about 
COVID, ask in advance 
whether there will be 

COVID protocols in place. 
If you are uncomfortable, 
COVID is a valid reason not 
to attend.

Lonliness
• If you do not have family 

or a social network in your 
area, look for activities 
geared toward singles; many 
of the attendees will be in 
the same position as you.

• Attend virtual events. The 
pandemic has presented 
many opportunities to par-
ticipate in programs and ac-
tivities virtually. This will 
help keep you engaged and 
entertained.

• Reconnect with family or 
friends who you have been 
meaning to contact but hav-
en’t gotten to. Give them a 
call or Zoom with them. 

• If you are able, consider a 
short trip to visit a family 
member or friend, even if 
just for a day or two.

• Load up on your favorite 
home entertainment such as 
your favorite books, movies, 
CDs, or TV shows.

The most effective way to 
reduce your holiday stress is to 
take control. It is up to you to 
determine who, what, where, and 
how you engage. If you focus on 
the things and people that bring 
you pleasure, you may truly en-
joy the season.
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Tips for Managing Holiday Season Stress

By Roni Fishkin, Mann Travels
Holiday travel has certainly 

changed dramatically since the 
days we headed “over the river 
and through the woods, to grand-
mother's house!”  What hasn’t 
changed is the desire to spend 
time with family and friends. In 
hopes of making things a little 
less anxious — here are some 
ways to avoid travel stress:

If you are flying — plan 
extra time. Long lines at TSA 
checkpoints in airports are ex-
pected this season. Give yourself 
plenty of time to avoid the mad 
dash to your gate. And check 
your flight and seat assignments 
prior to departure day. Schedule 
changes have become common. 

Pack snacks. No matter what 
your transportation method is, 
you will need some food. Many 

airlines have paused food service, 
and kids need distractions. Food 
is always a good one.

Carry your vaccination card. 
There’s a chance where you are 
going may want to see proof.

If you are traveling out of the 
United States, make plans for 
your COVID test prior to coming 
home. Make sure your paperwork 
is complete.

Consider reliable travel in-
surance if your travel involves 
hotels, tours, or other costs. Not 
all insurance is created equal, 
however, so read the fine print 
and make sure you understand 
what coverage you are buying.

Plan for the unexpected. 
Somewhat of a cliché, but anyone 
who has experienced delays will 
tell you it's better to be ready for 
this than left unprepared. Take a 

change of clothes, a toothbrush, 
and your medications. You can 
handle delays or lost luggage 
better this way.

Be kind. To airline staff, TSA 
workers, and your fellow trav-
elers. Your smile will go a long 
way to ensure your chances of a 
pleasurable experience. 

Reducing Stress While 
Traveling

Support Jewish Family Services and take 
advantage of a great tax break with a 

Charitable IRA Distribution

Did You Know:
 • If you are 70 ½ or older, you can donate up to $100,000   

  from your IRA

 • To qualify, funds must go directly from your IRA to JFS

 • Gifts made from your IRA (up to $100,000 per year) are not  

  reportable as taxable income

 • Your gift will qualify for your required minimum distribution

Contact our Development Manager
704.364.6594 • susan.meyer@jfscharlotte.org

jfscharlotte.org

Financial information about this organization and a copy of its license are available from the 
State Solicitation Licensing Branch (888-830-4989). The license is not an endorsement by the state.



By Julie Loftis
Jewish Family Services 

(JFS) is thrilled to announce 
the first-ever honorees for Live, 
Laugh, Give 2022. “This year 
we have the esteemed pleasure 
of recognizing Kevin Levine 
and Louis Sinkoe for their many 
contributions to JFS, the Jew-
ish community, and the Great-
er Charlotte community,” said 
Howard Olshansky, JFS execu-
tive director. 

Kevin and Louis, both Char-
lotte natives, demonstrate their 
strong belief in giving back and 
leaving the world and commu-
nity a better place through their 
many actions and financial sup-
port in the Jewish community. 
Levine and Sinkoe have served 
our community through leader-
ship roles with Temple Israel, 
The Foundation for the Charlotte 
Jewish Community, The Founda-
tion of Shalom Park, the Hebrew 
Cemetery Association, the Jew-
ish Federation, and Jewish Fam-
ily Services. Sinkoe stated, “In 
my role as president of Jewish 
Family Services, I have directly 
seen the impact JFS’s services 
have on meeting the needs of 
our community. Kevin and I are 
flattered to be the first honorees 
of Live, Laugh, Give and look 
forward to inspiring others to 
help support JFS and the event.” 

The event will feature come-
dian and actor Elon Gold, who 
has starred in FOX’s “Stacked” 
and NBC’s “In-Laws.” His one 
-hour stand-up special on Net-
flix, “Elon Gold: Chosen & 
Taken,” received wide acclaim 
from audiences and peers alike. 
It is currently streaming on Am-
azon Prime.  He has made 10 
appearances on “The Tonight 
Show” and had a recurring role 

on the FOX hit show “Bones.” 
Elon was a writer/performer 
on ABC’s “The Dana Carvey 
Show” and has guest starred on 
“Frasier,” “The Mentalist,” and 
“Chappelle’s Show,” among 
others. He recently had stellar 
appearances on “The Late Late 
Show With James Corden” and 
Comedy Central’s “This Week at 
the Comedy Cellar.” His routines 
have gone viral and are shared 
by millions around the globe.  
He is also currently featured in 
the Hulu movie “The Binge,” 
and in season three of HBO’s 
“Crashing,” he plays his most 
challenging role yet … himself. 
Elon can next be seen opposite 
Larry David in a recurring role 
on the upcoming 11th season of 
“Curb Your Enthusiasm.”

Live, Laugh, Give comedy 
night brings together support-
ers, donors, volunteers, and 
community members for “a 
night of laughter, a lifetime of 
healing.” It’s no coincidence 
that JFS chose a comedy night 

event to raise funds for the or-
ganization five years ago. Study 
after study has proven that laugh-
ter has many physical and men-
tal health benefits. According 

to MayoClinic.org, short-term 
benefits of laughter can include 
stimulating many organs, acti-
vating and relieving your stress 
response, and soothing tension. 
Long term, laughter may im-
prove your immune system, 
relieve pain, increase personal 
satisfaction, and improve your 
mood. “At the time, we were 
looking to develop an event that 
would bring people together in 
a fun, entertaining atmosphere,” 
said Susan Meyer, development 
manager and co-creator of Live, 
Laugh, Give. 

All proceeds benefit JFS’s pro-
grams and services to enhance 
the quality of life for individu-
als and families in our commu-
nity, including therapy, parenting 
support, financial and food as-
sistance, domestic violence re-
sources, senior engagement, case 
management, Holocaust survivor 
and family support services, and 

aging support, including home 
visits, housing transitions, and 
caregiver support groups. With 
expertise, compassion, and an 
emphasis on maintaining dignity, 
JFS staff are dedicated to work-
ing with clients to develop indi-
vidualized plans. By uplifting, 
strengthening, and empowering 
individuals and families, JFS 
helps those in need when they 
need it the most. 

Save the date for our upcom-
ing Live, Laugh, Give comedy 
night on Sunday, June 12, 2022 
,for “a night of laughter, a life-
time of healing.” For sponsor-
ship opportunities, contact Su-
san Meyer at (704) 364-6594 
or Susan.Meyer@jfscharlotte.
org. To learn more about Jew-
ish Family Services of Greater 
Charlotte, visit jfscharlotte.org, 
email info@jfscharlotte.org, or 
call (704) 364-6594. 
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JFS Tributes October 2021

JFS Volunteers & Donors October 2021

Jewish Family Services to Honor Kevin Levine 
and Louis Sinkoe at Live, Laugh, Give 2022

Volunteers:  Marcia Arnholt, 
Mike Arnholt, Suzy Catennazo, 
Dan Coblenz, Jonathan Coll-
man, Andrea Cronson, Julie 
Dermack, Sheryl Effren, Terri 
Fishman,  Rachel Friedman, 
Meredith Gartner, Amanda 
Gitlitz, Marty Goldfarb, Jenni-
fer Golynsky, Gail Halverson, 
Rebecca Hockfield, Hubara 
Family, Bob Jacobson, Michael 
Kaplan, Etti Krause, Elliot and 
Stephanie Krietman, Marcia 
Lampert, Adam Levy, Matt 
Luftglass, Gene Marx, Frada 
Mozenter, Barbara Rein, Nina 

Rose, Lynne Sheffer, Cindy 
Siesel, Louis Sinkoe, Ken 
Stern, Steve Teich, David and 
Beth Thrope,,Gail Vogel, Susan 
Webber, Nancy Wielunski, Jan 
Weiner, Amanda Zaidman

Hadassah Meal Preppies: 
Sharon Cavanaugh, Karen 
Futtersak, Sara Friedman, Marci 
Goldberg, June Hirschmann, 
Yvette Jacobson, Judy 
Kaufman, Johnson and Wales, 
Penny Krieger, Andy McCleary, 
Helene Schillian, Laurie Shein-
haus, Elissa Vining

Shalom Green: Thank you 
for continuing to harvest fresh 
produce (eggplant, tomatoes, 
green beans, peppers, herbs,) for 
our clients.

Food Drives: Hebrew High

Food Pantry Donations: To 
our generous community: thank 
you for continuing to donate 
to the food pantry. We could 
not run the pantry without your 
incredible donations

Happy Birthday Anita Shapiro
Paul and Lynn Edelstein
In Honor of Meg Goldstein
Sandra Weinstein
In Memory of Barry Berman
Paul and Lynn Edelstein
In Memory of Judy Poler Demby
Robert and Mary Rothkopf
In Memory of Jay Gittleman
Paul and Lynn Edelstein
In Memory of Krayna Sadoff Koslow
Steven and Sharon Hockfield
In Memory of Mary Lou
Paul and Lynn Edelstein
In Memory of Sergio Chait’s mother
Lee and Wendy Pake
In Memory of Penny Dragonetti
Gary Silverstein

In Memory of Isaac Luski
Paul and Lynn Edelstein
Michael and Judie Van Glish
In Memory of Stanley Mazur
Estelle Rosen
Lee and Wendy Pake
In Memory of Sam Polk
David and Janet Lefkowitz
In Memory of Marilyn Swimmer
Buxbaum Children
Paul and Lynn Edelstein
Keith Greenspon
Stanley Greenspon
Mimi Osiason
In Memory of Donna Witikka
Matthew Gromet and Phyllis Schultz
Jack and Vera Mendel
Leonard and Judi Strause
In Memory of Jim Woodard
Paul and Lynn Edelstein

Comedian and Actor Elon Gold to perform at Live, Laugh, Give 2022

2022 Honorees Kevin Levine and Louis Sinkoe



By Amy Lefkof
Afghan evacuation and re-

settlement were the focus of 
the fourth Annual Welcoming 
the Stranger to the Table Zoom 
program organized by the Jewish 
Community Refugee Initiative 
(JCRI). The Nov. 7 program was 
a balance of education, inspiring 
personal stories, and specific ac-
tion items (both advocacy and 
direct action).  

The program, attended by 
more than 80 people and mod-
erated by Moira Quinn, featured 
representatives from several lo-
cal agencies that serve or advo-
cate on behalf of refugees, HIAS 
(the oldest resettlement agency 
in the world and one of nine na-
tional resettlement agencies in 
the United States), Temple Beth 
El’s Rabbi Asher Knight, and a 
young Afghan special immigrant 
visa (SIV) holder who was reset-
tled in Charlotte in 2018. With a 
$15,000 dollar-for-dollar match 
from Gary and Stephanie Starr, 
Clay and Deidre Grubb, and an 
anonymous donor, JCRI was 
able to raise over $30,000 for 

the Afghan Emergency Fund of 
Carolina Refugee Resettlement 
Agency (CRRA).

Knight began the evening 
by reminding attendees that al-
though Emma Lazarus’s words 
are inscribed on the base of the 
Statue of Liberty (“Give me 
your tired, your poor, your hud-
dled masses yearning to breathe 
free”), our nation has not always 
lived up to its values. In a 1939 
Gallop poll, 61% of Americans 
opposed taking in 10,000 refugee 
children, most of them German 
Jews. In the same year, the S.S. 
St. Louis sailed near the coast 
of Miami but was not allowed 
to disembark its more than 900 
passengers — nearly all of them 
Jewish refugees. The ship re-
turned to Europe, where many 
of them died in the Holocaust. 
Knight reasoned that because we 
as Jews know what it’s like to be 
demonized, to be turned away, 
we have the responsibility to 
“light a path of hope” for oth-
er refugees and “write the next 
chapter of history with both our 
feet and our voices.”

After putting the Afghan cri-
sis into the much larger context 
of a dire global refugee crisis 
(there are presently 85 million 
people worldwide displaced by 

either conflict or persecution), 
Rebecca Kirzner, senior director 
of grassroots campaigns, HIAS, 
explained the difference between 
SIV holders (a special resettle-

ment category for Iraqi or Af-
ghan nationals who worked with 
U.S. Armed Forces or U.S. gov-
ernmental agencies) and those 
Afghans recently evacuated un-
der chaotic circumstances via 
humanitarian parole (a tempo-
rary status that does not provide 
a path to permanent residency). 

Kirzner encouraged attendees 
to contact their members of Con-
gress to support the passage of 
an Afghan Adjustment Act that 
would provide a roadmap to per-
manent status for Afghans on hu-
manitarian parole after one year. 
This would put Afghan parolees 
on the same legal footing they 
would have enjoyed if they had 
been admitted through the U.S. 
refugee resettlement program.  

As Sharon Dove, who heads up 
the Immigrant Justice Program at 
Charlotte Center for Legal Advo-
cacy, explained, “Humanitarian 
parole is merely a short-term 
temporary status. When their 
status expires, Afghan parolees 
will fall out of status and ulti-
mately become removable in 
immigration court unless they 
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Welcoming the Stranger: A Call to Assist with 
Local Afghan Resettlement

Leon Golynsky, a member of the JCRI Steering Committee, whose family was 
resettled by HIAS from Belarus to Ohio in 1979, explains JCRI's Afghan Evacua-
tion and Resettlement zoom program during the JCC’s  Chesed (kindness) Fair.  
Representatives from both HIAS and its local affiliate CRRA spoke at the Zoom 
program.

(Continued on page 22)



By Karen Turk, Temple Israel 
Executive Director

On October 27, a beautiful fall 
day, Temple Israel celebrated the 
28-year legacy of Terri Cathcart. 
It was an opportunity to recog-
nize a woman who has touched 
so many lives and generations 
of the Temple Israel and Shalom 
Park families. After 28 years, 
Terri officially retired from her 
position as facilities manager 
for Temple Israel. Beyond her 
service as facilities manager 
and events coordinator, Terri’s 
presence has been woven into 
the very fabric of Temple Isra-
el; she knows the building and 
congregants better than anyone. 

Terri could easily reminisce 
about countless happy occa-
sions like baby namings, britot, 
B’nai Mitzvah, weddings, youth 
events, High Holidays, and hol-

iday celebrations. She could also 
recall the sadder times like the 
passing of loved ones and the re-
tirements of longtime Temple Is-
rael staff and clergy — memories 
to cherish forever by the woman 
who held so many of our hands 
through both the good times and 
bad. 

For more than an hour, a cara-
van of cars filled with well-wish-
ers came to express their appreci-
ation for Terri with hugs, flowers, 
sweets, balloons, and more. The 
Shalom Park security team drove 
up the Temple Israel drive with 
sirens blaring, the Shalom Park 
maintenance crew, led by Paul 
Jacobs, unveiled a “Love You, 
Mean It” sign, and Temple Israel 
staff presented Terri with a gift. 

Well-wishers included Terri’s 
personal friends, congregants, 
vendor contacts, and family 
members who traveled in from 
out of town. There were flowers, 
sweets, and balloons — all to 
express appreciation to a wom-
an with a kind smile, huge heart, 
and a quick wit. Those of us who 
know and love Terri will greatly 
miss her presence in the office at 
Temple Israel.

The celebration ended with 
Terri and her sons, Phillip and 
Jason and their families plus a 
few friends, going to Phil’s Deli 
to officially celebrate Terri’s re-
tirement. We foresee many relax-
ing days ahead for Terri, being 
embraced by friends and family, 
as she enjoys a well-deserved 
retirement!
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A Salute to Terri Cathcart
Religious Life

“She was wonderful in helping with Shelly & Stephanie’s wedding cere-
mony more than 20 years ago. She was so kind and professional.”  Marcelle 
& Allan Oxman

“Terri was the second Temple Israel staff member I met when we first 
moved here, and I was put on the kitchen committee.  She helped nervous 
parents walk through their children’s Bar or Bat mitzvah kiddish luncheon 
without a hitch. She was the rock for our girls’ simchas.”  Sheila Spitz

“Terri was a joy to work with for 120th TI Anniversary, Cantor Rooch-
varg’s retirement weekend, baking in the kitchen, and the commemorations 
of Kristallnacht.  You could always count on Terri to be there to give her 
assistance.”  Peggy Gartner

“Terri is one of the greatest gifts in my life … and Bob says, ‘She makes 
the best ribs he has ever eaten.’”  Barbara Bernhardt

“I have known Terri for a long time but my most memorable moment 
was the time when she opened the double doors and smiled at me before 
I walked down the aisle to marry my husband.”  Amy Udoff
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT FUTURE EVENTS, 
VISIT OUR “UPCOMING PROGRAMS” PAGE AT TEMPLEISRAELNC.ORG

Our House. Your Home.
templeisraelnc.org

Your Home.

CHANUKAH  CHANUKAH 
UNDER THE STARS

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4, 6 P.M.SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4, 6 P.M.
Join us for a special Chanukah celebration featuring a family 

program with Menorah Lighting, Dinner, and more! 
For details, visit the Upcoming Programs page at templeisraelnc.org.

On the BimahOn the Bimah
S u n day,  D ec em b er  1 2,  5  p.m.
For more information, visit templeisraelnc.org.
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Religious Life

Beyond Gi� s: Creating a Meaningful Hanukkah 

Estate Planning
Estate and Trust Administration
Pre-Marital Agreements
Charitable Planning and Entities
General Corporate and Tax Law
Business Succession Planning

5401 Lancelot Drive
Charlotte, NC 28270

704.846.3607 office
704.756.3626 cell
MGOLDSTEIN@MGOLDLAW.COM
WWW.MGOLDLAW.COM

Meg D. Goldstein
Attorney-At-Law

By Rabbi Beth Nichols, Temple 
Beth El

Ask some Jewish kids what 
their favorite holiday is, and 
most will tell you Hanukkah. 
And it’s not surprising. After 
all, who wouldn’t like a holiday 
during which you receive gifts? 

A teacher of mine used to try 
to trick b’nei mitzvah students 
by asking this same question. 
When they answered Hanukkah, 
he would say, “Don’t you like the 
holiday where they give gifts?” 
After momentarily enjoying their 
confusion, my teacher would 
explain that traditionally Jews 
gave each other gifts on Purim. 
In the Book of Esther, Purim is 
described as partly “an occasion 
for giving gifts to one another.” 
In Israel, Rosh Hashanah and 

Passover are bigger gift-giving  
holidays than Hanukkah. 

In the United States, the cus-
tom of giving Hanukkah gifts 
has, of course, expanded as a 
result of Hanukkah’s proxim-
ity to Christmas and the ongo-
ing commercialization of both 
holidays. Despite the lack of a 
long or meaningful connection 
between Hanukkah and gift giv-
ing, I am not suggesting that we 
forgo this practice. After all, ev-
ery Jewish holiday has evolved 
over time and across geography 
to refl ect the context of the Jews 
who celebrate them. Acknowl-
edging this truth may leave us 
feeling obligated to participate in 
the exchange of Hanukkah gifts, 
but it also leaves us free to infuse 
our Hanukkah celebrations with 

new traditions and meaning that 
refl ect our current reality. What 
brings us meaning? How do we 
want to expend our energy? With 
whom do we want to spend our 
time? What actions convey our 
values? 

Below is a list of eight ways 
to focus a single night of Hanuk-
kah on a diff erent theme. Perhaps 
one or two of these suggestions 
might nourish your soul this Ha-
nukkah in a diff erent way than a 
gift would. 

1.Tell the story: Spend an 
evening focused on the story 
of Hanukkah. There are books, 
websites, and movies for every 
age that explore diff erent angles 
of Hanukkah.

2. Gift your time: Instead of 
physical presents, set aside a 

night for people to gift their time 
or talents (mowing the lawn, 
helping with homework, sharing 
a recipe). 

3. Have a tzedakah night: Af-
ter lighting the candles, hold a 
family meeting to decide where 
to give tzedakah. Depending on 
the age of the participants, give 
time to research causes and or-
ganizations.

4. Share Hanukkah: Invite 
over neighbors or friends who 
have never experienced Hanuk-
kah and share your favorite parts.

5. Connect to Israel: Rein-
force your connection to Israel 
by learning more about Hanuk-
kah traditions there. Or put the 
money you might have spent on 
gifts in an account for a future 
trip to Israel.

6. Share a Zoom lighting: We 
may all be tired of Zoom meet-
ings, but a screen fi lled with the 
light of candles from across the 
country is hard to resist.

7. Do a group activity: Choose 
one night for which the gift is an 
activity or outing to do together. 

8. Have a device-free evening: 
Although Jewish law does not 
prohibit the use of electricity on 
Hanukkah , commit to an evening 
free of devices and see what cre-
ativity unfolds.

By Sara Schreibman
Through music and faith, Lar-

ry Farber has devoted his life to 
the cause of building harmony. 
As Rabbi Knight puts it, “Lar-
ry is synonymous with music, 
friendship, laughter, and com-
munity leadership.” On Novem-
ber 6, we honored Larry with the 
Blumenthal Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award, our way of saying 
thank you for a life of mitzvot. 

Larry discovered music at an 
early age, performing in various 
bands from middle school into 
adulthood. Larry found joy in 
managing, booking, and promot-

ing bands and in launching mu-
sical ventures. He booked bands 
for Hit Attractions and then 
joined EastCoast Entertainment 
and helped turn it into a musical 
juggernaut with 15 offi  ces, in-
cluding one in Charlotte. 

In 1999, he helped launch 
Alive After Five, the popular 
uptown concert series. In 2007, 
he created Music With Friends, 
off ering an intimate, private con-
cert experience. The Middle C 
Jazz Club is Larry’s legacy. In 
2019, the club opened in uptown 
Charlotte, honoring the music of 
his childhood. 

Larry served as president of 
Temple Beth El from 2002 to 
2004. He created a vision for a 
community fundraiser, One For 
All Ball, which has raised some 
$2 million to benefi t the Jewish 
community. He helped create 
Chai on Laughter in 2019, when 
we bestowed this same honor 
on Larry and Dale Polsky. He 
launched an initiative to recruit 
and train future lay leaders. The 
Robyn Farber Leadership De-
velopment Program honors his 
late sister. Larry was also on the 
committees that helped bring us 
Rabbis Judy Schindler and Asher 
Knight. 

We celebrate with his family: 
Sherri McGirt (wife); Adam and 
Sarah (son and daughter-in-law); 
Harrison and Julie Gray (son and 
daughter-in-law); and Sutton, 
Mac, and Sam (grandchildren)

Thank you, Larry, for provid-
ing the soundtrack of hope. 

� e Music Man, Larry 
Farber

Larry Farber
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LAUGHTERLAUGHTER
CHAI ONCHAI ON

AND ALL THAT JAZZ!AND ALL THAT JAZZ!
NOEL FREIDLINE & MARIA HOWELL

with

Larry Farber honored on November 6

Mel Brooks Level ($25.000) 
David & Cindy Crane 

Carol Burnett Level ($10,000) 
Blumenthal Foundation 

Larry Farber & Sherri McGirt 

Joan Rivers Level ($5,000) 
Mickey Aberman & Linda MacDonald 

Don & Bobbi Bernstein 
Mark & Paige Cohen 

David Cohen 
Fred & Marcy Dumas 
Mickey & Dawn Gold 

Stan Greenspon & Maureen O’Keefe 
Jonathan Howard & Diane Goldman 

David & Kathryn Kossove 
Pinnacle Bank 

Larry & Dale Polsky 
Steve & Melissa Raphael 

Marc Rash 
Frank Scibelli 

Eric & Lori Sklut 
John & Marsha Small 

Mike & Elizabeth Waller 
Doug & Kelly Wilson 

Sam & Emily Zimmern 
Diamonds Direct 

Barry & Sherri Leonard 
Norman & Maddy Levin

Ross & Nancy Levin
Ross & Jennifer Levin 
Howard & Julie Levine 

Jack & Allison Levinson 
Peter Levinson 

Jeff & Fran Lyons 
Tom & Tyler Martin 

Matt & Laura McGirt 
Steve & Polly Menaker 

Jill & Ed Newman 
Cyndee Patterson 

Mark & Harriet Perlin 
Pruitt Keener Insurance Services 

Derek & Judy Raghavan 
Wink Rea 

Bob & Susan Salvin 
Larry Schwartz 

Larry & Cherise Shaheen 
Marc & Mattye Silverman 

Alan Simonini 
Mike & Ann Sinsheimer 

Nicole Sodoma 
Gary & Stephanie Starr 

Renee Sutker 
Steven Teich & Esther Chipps 

David Weinrib & Liz Wahls 
Stuart & Erin Wernikoff 

Bob & Sandi Wolf 
Bill & Angela Zimmern 

We honor and thank Larry for all he has meant to the life of our community. “Larry is being given this award 
because of the size of his heart and a lifetime of commitment to others,” says David Crane, a longtime friend 
of Larry’s, who presented the Blumenthal Lifetime Achievement Award.  A lifetime of music, a lifetime of 
faith, a lifetime of friendships, and a  lifetime of leadership - we thank you Larry Farber.

HONORINGLARRY FARBER

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
Ella Fitzgerald Level ($2,500) 

Bernie & Teri Ackerman 
Ben & Tiz Benson 

Larry & Tracy Brown 
Steve & Karen Cummings 
Ken & Christine Faberman 

Harrison, Reid & Adam Farber 
Generations at Shalom Park 

Bill Gorelick 
Alan Kronovet & Cary Bernstein 

Leon & Sandra Levine 
Hal & Holly Levinson 

Harrison & Annie Lord 
Richard Roskind & Linda McLendon 

Rich Osborne 
Stephen & Laura Philipson 

Mitch & Tonda Rifkin 
Mark & Helene Rosen 

Chip Wallach & Rabbi Judy Schindler 
Dan & Debra Shane 

South State Bank 
Liam Stokes & Betsy Rosen 

Mainstreet Swimmer Insurance 
Michael & Ann Tarwater 
Temple Beth El Clergy 

TowneBank 
Evan & Kim Wilkoff 

Paul Reiser Level ($1,000) 
Abnormal Consulting 

John & Gail Baron 
Adam Bernstein & Tammy Seigel 

Sam & Nancy Bernstein 
Gary & Tracy Davis 

Lee & Jane Diamond 
Ed Duncan 
Mark Erwin 

Barry & Mary Ellen Ezarsky 
Glen & Roni Fishkin 

Larry Fleishman 
Adam & Sam Foodman 
Doug & Paula Gentile 

Ken Gill – CPI Security 
Giving Tree Realty 

Ellen Reich & Richard Glaser 
Howard & Merridith Glazer 

Marianne & Harvey Gold 
Ken & Tammy Golder 
Stu & Shari Goldstein 
Clay & Deidre Grubb 

Guaranteed Rate Affinity 
Jon Hankin 

David Jacobson 
Peter & Ali Keane 

Bob & Nancy Kipnis 
Joan Kirschner 

Bill Laffoday 
John & Beverly Lassiter

Douglas & Annette Lavender 

TEMPLE BETH EL FUNDRAISER  •   WWW.TEMPLEBETHEL .ORG  •   704.366.1948

THE PROCEEDS WILL SUPPORT TEMPLE’S ANNUAL 
BUDGET, ENDOWMENT, AND ROBYN FARBER

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
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“Drive Into the Future”: Chabad of Charlotte 
Launches Tesla Raffl  e 
By Rabbi Yossi Groner

As we wrap up the year 2021, 
we are looking forward to mov-
ing forward, past the pandemic 
and into a positive future. Some 
of us have been cooped up at 
home and some have ventured 
out in limited ways. We all crave 
an exciting and uplifting future 
that allows us to thrive and con-
tribute. It is this anticipation of 
a better world that requires us to 
use our energy more effi  ciently. 

This is the theme that prompt-
ed our initiative, “Drive Into the 
Future with Chabad.” Many of 
us dream of or visualize a time 
of unexpected victory, which 
could entail winning a huge prize 
— maybe even “the big one!” 

Chabad of Charlotte’s Tesla raf-
fl e will allow at least one lucky 
member of our community to 
live that dream and experience 
the exhilaration of winning an 
energy-effi  cient dream car or the 

alternative cash prize of $40,000!
Chabad of Charlotte has been 

devoted to providing Jewish 
educational activities and un-
limited outreach to Charlotte’s 
Jewish community for more than 

42 years. Chabad has embraced 
people from all backgrounds 
and affiliations through an ar-
ray of exciting and innovative 
programs. The Tesla raffl  e will 
help fund Chabad’s many pro-
grams and services, including 
The Charlotte Jewish Learning 
Institute, Friendship Circle of 
Charlotte, Talmud Torah He-
brew School, Jewish Holiday 
Programming, and the Jewish 
Preschool on Sardis. 

Your support of “Drive into 
the Future with Chabad,” with 
your raffle purchase will help 
the Jewish continuity in Char-
lotte, especially through its 
many youth programs. These 
programs help foster a positive 

Jewish identity and cultivate the 
new and coming generations into 
a force for good in this world.
These programs help foster a 
positive Jewish identity and 
raise new generations into being 
a force for good in this world. 

Youth are exposed to a variety 
of culture trends that can infl u-
ence them in their most forma-
tive years. Chabad seeks to im-
bue youth with Jewish pride by 
off ering many opportunities for 
children, teens, and people of all 
ages to experience the deep joy 
of their Jewish heritage and to 
savor the knowledge of the Torah 
through creative programming 
and classes. 

Chabad of Charlotte has 
launched “Drive into the Fu-
ture” — a big-ticket raffl  e, with 
the Tesla Model 3 or $40,000 
cash, as the Grand Prize to help 
fund these efforts, which are 
vital to Jewish growth in our 
community. 

Due to the uniqueness of the 
Tesla sales process, the raffle 
winner will be given the option 
of choosing their own prize, 
taking the value of the base 
entry Tesla Model 3 and then 
picking out their colors and 
upgrade options for the Tesla 
of their choice, or they can opt 
to receive $40,000 cash as their 
spectacular prize. 

Tickets are $100 each or 18 
for $1,500. The chances of win-
ning a major prize are far greater 
than winning our state lottery! 
There will also be mini raffl  es 
each month with prizes like din-
ner for two from Kosher Char-
lotte, a free Jewish Learning In-
stitute course, an extra entry into 
the raffl  e, or $100 cash. Chances 
of winning a bonus cash prize of 
$100 or one of the other exciting 
prizes are greater the earlier the 
tickets are purchased. Winners 
of the mini raffl  es are still eligi-
ble to win the Tesla grand prize 
at the conclusion of the raffl  e, 
which will be held on May 30, 
2022. 

Tickets can be purchased 
at chabadteslaraffle.com or 
by mailing a check for $100 
per ticket or $1,500 for the 
Chai Package of 18 Tickets to 
Chabad of Charlotte Tesla Raf-
fl e, 6619 Sardis Rd, Charlotte, 
NC, 28270. To order tickets by 
phone or for more information, 
please call (704) 366-3984, or 
write to Rabbi Shlomo Cohen 
at Rabbicohen@chabadnc.org.

704.973.4544 • charlottejewishfoundation.org

To learn how you can create your own Jewish legacy, contact 
Phil Warshauer (704) 973-4544.

A supporting organization of Foundation For The Carolinas

Legacy
Donors

Our gratitude and thanks to our precious Legacy Donors who have 
made a commitment to ensure the continued and expanded growth of 
our educational and enriching programs which are vital to the quality of 
Jewish life in the greater Charlotte region. The donors listed below have 
given permission to publicize their names with the hope of encouraging 
you to join them. We invite you to be part of this great heritage legacy. 
Please contact Rabbi Shlomo Cohen at 704-366-3984.

With thanks and appreciation,

Lubavitch of north carolina and congregation ohr HaTorah

Anonymous*
Susan and Benjamin Aizenman
Yvonne Amato
Bernard and Leah G. Amler
Alan and Madeline Aron
Robert Berman
David and Bonnie Bornstein
Barry H. Brodsky
Chaim and Hanah Hawkins Burke
David and Janice Cantor
Suly and Richard (OBM) Chenkin
Brian and Sonia Cohen
Aharon and Mintza Leah Cohen
Rabbi Shlomo and Yiska Cohen
Steven and Ellen Block Englehardt
David and Aleen Epstein
Loren Leah Gelber (OBM)

Goodlyn Gelper
Yossi and Mariashi Groner
Ronald and Mary-Margaret Kantor
Paula and Richard Klein
Lorrie and Barry Klemons and Family
Elise and Jaime Kosofsky
Judy and Eric Laxer
Harry and Gloria Lerner
Eric and Susan Lerner
Barbara and Jerry Levin
Elissa and Joshua Levine
Meg D. Goldstein and Matthew 

Luftglass
Jennifer Monroe
Eva Nove
Gale Osborne
Nadine and Arthur Oudmayer

Debora and Ed Pizer
Dena and Michael Raffler
Fern T. Sanderson
Lisa and Fred (OBM) Shporer
Sheldon and Randy Sperling
Philip and Lauren Stark
Robert and Maxine Stein
Mike and Andie Taylor
Harold and Cynthia Turtletaub
David and Debra Van Glish
Judie and Michael Van Glish
Maor and Amy Waizman
Marc and Kim Wojnowich
*Donors who wish to remain anonymous
OBM - Of Blessed Memory

Congregation
Ohr HaTorahOhr HaTorahOhr HaT

a project of Lubavitch of North Carolina



By Scott Menaker and Alyson 
Traw

Studies show that three-quar-
ters of those who identify as be-
ing Jewish are unaffi  liated with 
a synagogue, yet that doesn’t 
necessarily mean they aren’t 
interested in spiritual Judaism. 
They are simply looking for, 
and fi nding, alternative ways to 
engage spiritually. One of the 
ways many Jews in Charlotte 
have found to engage spiritual-
ly is through authentic services 
built on Jewish tradition and led 
by The Ruach and Rabbi Rachel 
Smookler, known as The Shab-
bat Experience and The High 
Holy Days Experience. Two of 
The Ruach’s supporters, Scott 
Menaker and Alyson Traw, ex-
plain why The Ruach is import-
ant to them and how they make it 
a part of their Jewish experience.

Scott Menaker
At the heart of every Jewish 

organization is its desire to con-
nect people to their Jewish faith. 
As the world is changing techno-
logically and philosophically, it 
is harder than ever.  Just look at 
the recent Pew study that says 
relatively few people of Jewish 
background and affinity regu-
larly go to a synagogue, temple, 
havurah, or independent minyan. 
In fact, three-quarters of people 
in the Jewish affi  nity category 
and more than eight-in-ten peo-
ple of Jewish background (85%) 
say they seldom or never attend 
Jewish religious services.

For me, this is truer than ever 
as my wife, Pam, and I keep 

searching for meaningful ex-
periences to enrich our lives, 
especially on Shabbat. Over the 
past three years, The Ruach has 
met and far exceeded our expec-
tations in raising our spirituality 
and deepening our connection 
to Judaism. Who would have 
thought a band that plays new 
Jewish music would fulfi ll that 
need for me and many others in 
our area?

But The Ruach is more than a 
band that plays new Jewish mu-
sic for Shabbat and High Holy 
Day services. It’s a community. 
It’s a new connection to Jewish 
faith in the modern world. It’s 
welcoming. It’s fun. It’s mean-
ingful. It’s community service. 
And it’s addictive. 

I have spent my entire adult 
life volunteering in the Jewish 
community, engaging with al-
most every Jewish agency on 
and off  Shalom Park. Today, my 
Jewish spiritual and community 
connection is through The Ru-
ach.

The Ruach is fulfilling its 
mission of building community 
and spreading the joy of Juda-
ism through modern worship 
experiences fi lled with new and 
uplifting spiritual, joyous, mean-
ingful music. The Ruach is reen-
ergizing Jewish faith in people’s 
lives and helping fi nd new ways 
to make Judaism meaningful and 
relevant in today’s world. 

Alyson Traw
Along with my husband, 

Russ, and two children, Stella 
and Judah, we have been a part 

of The Ruach community for 
many years. We first became 
groupies when it played at Tem-
ple Israel, and we’ve followed 
the group to venues all over 
Charlotte and virtually. Quite 
honestly, the group fi lls a hole 
in the Jewish spiritual world in 
Charlotte and beyond. 

We have more than 15,000 
Jews in Charlotte, yet most of 
them are not affiliated with a 
brick-and-mortar synagogue. 
To ensure the continuity of Ju-
daism, it is imperative that we all 
think outside of the box. COVID 
highlighted that, but The Ruach 
had the vision long before the 
pandemic.

Providing as many paths as 
possible for Jews to engage 
spiritually is a foundational el-
ement of the continuity of Ju-
daism. The Ruach provides a 

warm, welcoming, no-judgment 
community with zero barriers to 
engagement. There really is no 
other Jewish organization in our 
area that serves Jews in this way. 
It’s not a fl uke or a trend. The 
Ruach has a vision and plan for 
continuity and growth, as evi-
denced by the seamless pivot-
ing the band did during COVID 
along with its adding new band 
members to the group.

I feel the connection my kids 
have with Judaism when we are 
experiencing The Ruach. It’s 
palpable. And we can tell others 
feel the same way. We make a 
conscious decision to support its 
mission for our family, for our 
community, and for our faith.

The Ruach depends on 
voluntary donations to support 
The Shabbat Experience and 
The High Holy Days Experi-

ence. If you fi nd value in what 
The Ruach does, please con-
sider giving from your heart, as 
you are able, to keep our Expe-
riences open to all. To give, go 
to www.theruachband.org.

Be sure to like and follow 
The Ruach on Facebook (www.
facebook.com/theruachband) 
and Instagram (@the.ruach.new.
jewish.music) and subscribe to 
our YouTube channel (www.
youtube.com/theruachband).

By Shari Baum
Temple Kol Ami (TKA) in 

Fort Mill, South Carolina, is a 
small but growing congregation. 
We are certainly proud of all that 
we do with determination, hard 
work, and volunteers. From High 
Holidays to Shabbat services to 
Passover seders, we get it done. 
But nothing makes us kvell more 
than when one of our religious 
school students becomes a bar 
or bat mitzvah. We usually have 
one or two, maybe three, b’nei 
mitzvah in a year. But from 
June 2021 to April 2022, Tem-
ple Kol Ami will celebrate (or 
will have celebrated) eight sim-
chas! There’s a b’nei mitzvah 
boom going on at Temple Kol 
Ami, and we could not be more 
proud of our students who have 
persevered through a pandemic 
to reach their special days. 

There are many to thank for 
helping them on their journeys 
to becoming young adults in the 
eyes of the Jewish community. 

It all starts with the volunteer 
teachers and administrators 
of TKA Religious School, in-
cluding Ashley Endy, Michelle 
McIntire, Kate Smith, Stacey 
Constant, Jonathan Shaw, An-
drew Lyons, Sarah Daniel, Mark 
Resnik, and Shari Baum. They 
give their time selfl essly to teach 
our children Judaica and Hebrew 
language and set them on their 
path to becoming b’nei mitzvah. 
Then there are our mitzvah tu-
tors, David and Becky Burack 
and Shari Baum, who help get 
the kids them prepared for the 
big day. Finally, we are so bless-
ed to have Shayna Burack, cur-
rently in New York for cantorial 
school, who records the chanting 
of the Torah portions for them 
to study. It definitely takes a 
village, and Temple Kol Ami is 
lucky to have such a committed 
group of villagers. L’dor v’dor 
— from generation to generation 
— is one of the central pillars of 
Temple Kol Ami, and these indi-

viduals certainly demonstrate it.
Temple Kol Ami is pleased to 

welcome Rabbi Ana Bonnheim 
back to our bimah for a special 
Hannukah Shabbat service on 

December 3 at 7 p.m. We have 
missed her and are thrilled to be 
back together again!

If you live in York County or 
the Ballantyne area, Temple Kol 

Ami might be the place for you! 
We are a warm and inclusive Re-
form congregation comprising 
Jews from diverse backgrounds. 
We are currently having in-per-
son Shabbat services on the fi rst 
and third Friday nights of each 
month at Philadelphia United 
Methodist Church, 1691 SC-160, 
Fort Mill (please check our cal-
endar at www.templekolamisc.
org for any updates). We hope 
you will join us soon and fi nd 
your Jewish home in our com-
munity.
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� e Ruach: More � an Just a Band

Mitzvah Madness at Temple Kol Ami

The Torah is passed from generati on to generati on at the bat mitzvah of 
Emily Roseman



apply for and are granted another 
type of immigration relief, such 
as asylum. If Congress fails to 
act, these vulnerable individuals 
will be subjected to the years of 
uncertainty and anguish that oth-
er immigrants in this country en-
dure while waiting for an asylum 
adjudication from our massively 
overwhelmed asylum and immi-
gration court system.”

Focus then shifted to the 
immense task of helping reset-
tle Afghan evacuees. Kirzner 
shared astonishing figures: as 
of early November, only 14,000 
Afghan evacuees had been reset-
tled, while 53,000 were still on 
eight military bases, essentially 
tiny cities, where each tent hous-
es 1,000 people. The goal is to 
have everyone off  the bases by 
mid-February.

After these Afghans have been 
fully processed, approximately 
25 families will come to Char-
lotte to be resettled by HIAS’s 
local affi  liate CRRA. A similar 
number will be resettled by Cath-
olic Charities. Marsha Hirsch, 

executive director of CRRA, 
said that the volume of people 
coming so quickly is “over-
whelming.” Since late Septem-
ber, CRRA has received over 50 
people from the Afghan parole 
program; this, combined with a 
surge of 50 refugee arrivals from 
a dozen other countries during 

the past year, means a crushing 
amount of documentation (on the 
county, state, and federal level) 
as well as material needs.  

Hirsch described the assis-
tance her organization needs: 
furniture and monetary dona-
tions, volunteers (to shop, set up 
apartments, take new arrivals to 

doctor appointments), temporary 
housing, apartment complexes 
willing to lease to refugees who 
will not initially meet standard 
criteria (social security card, 
proof of income), and people 
willing to step up as guarantors/
co-signors on a 12-month lease. 
Hirsch emphasized that these Af-
ghan parolees, like all other ref-
ugees her agency has resettled, 
will receive a standard one-time 
stipend, a caseworker, all nec-
essary documentation, and they 
will obtain a job within the fi rst 
three months. 

Although she spoke last, per-
haps it was “Bibi,” the Afghan 
SIV holder, who had the great-
est impact. She worked as a 
human resources manager for 
a U.S. agency in Afghanistan 
and was hired because of her 
English skills. As the fi rst born, 
she helped support her family 
by working for the Americans. 
When threats ensued, she was 
encouraged to apply for a spe-
cial immigrant visa. When she 
arrived in Charlotte in 2018, she 
was resettled by CRRA. Now 
she is married to another refu-
gee from the Middle East, who 
was a translator for our troops, 
has worked as a store supervisor 
here in Charlotte, and is a proud 
homeowner. Bibi said she was 
giving a “virtual hug” to three 

members of a Charlotte Jewish 
family (Peter, Linda, and Leah 
Hindel) who had been her bud-
dy family when she fi rst arrived, 
through the Fruitful Friend pro-
gram run by Refugee Support 
Services (RSS).  

As a fitting wrap up to the 
evening, Lindsay LaPlante, RSS 
executive director, said that the 
goal of her post-resettlement or-
ganization is to help refugees “go 
from arriving to belonging.”

 View a recording of this vir-
tual event on Afghan evacuation 
and resettlement by going to the 
LJCC website and clicking on 
Shalom Park Joint Social Action 
Programs and scrolling down to 
JCRI. The passcode: 4thannual-
jcri!

You may donate online to 
CRRA’s Afghan Emergency 
Fund through Temple Beth 
El (JCRI’s fi duciary agent) 
at https://tbe.shulcloud.com/
payment.php.   Make sure to 
choose JCRI/Welcoming the 
Stranger in the drop-down 
menu.
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to the 
Beltone Family!

Now Accepting New Patients

“My name is Sharon Klein. I am a Nationally Board Certified 
Hearing Instrument Specialist and a proud member of the 
International Hearing Society. I am in this practice to help 
everyone achieve optimal hearing health. My goal is to always 
provide each and every patient with a thorough hearing 
evaluation, and to find the most appropriate and effective 
solution in treating their hearing loss. 

The success that my patients achieve astounds me every day. 
I can’t imagine doing anything else that would give me more 
satisfaction than bringing back the beauty of sound to those 
suffering from hearing loss. When I am not in the office, I enjoy 
spending time with my family, traveling, cooking and gardening.”

About Sharon:

Sharon Klein
WELCOME ,

MATTHEWS CHARLOTTE600 Matthews Mint Hill Rd., Suite E

(704) 321-4185
601 South Kings Dr., Suite G

(704) 461-0617

•  Hearing Testing  
•  Wax Screenings 
•  Technology Trials 

•  Consultations
•  Video Ear Scans

Now accepting 
new patients!

Right beside you!

Our service is 
second to none:

Call today to schedule 
a FREE appointment!

PROMOCODE: CJN-1121www.beltonecarolina.com

MCEWEN
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION

 @ Myers Park

Afghan Refugees

Terms & Definitions

10

SIV

A special resettlement category for nationals from Iraq or Afghanistan who worked with the 
U.S. Armed Forces or U.S. government agencies.

Parolee

A parolee is permitted to enter the United States, usually for urgent humanitarian reasons, for 
a temporary period.  While parole allows for lawful presence in the United States, the parolee 
technically remains an applicant for admission. Parole does not confer immigration status and 

does not provide a path to permanent residency. If the parolee status expires and an 
individual has not had a chance to adjust their visa category, they risk becoming 

undocumented.

*Afghan parolees are authorized to work and will need to apply for asylum, a Special 
Immigrant Visa or family reunification for permanent status.

(Continued from page 15)

Marsha Hirsch, Executi ve Director 
CCRA

A family evacuated from Afghanistan is led through the arrival terminal at Dull-
es Internati onal Airport in the Washington, D.C., area to board a bus that will 
take them to a refugee processing center, Aug. 25, 2021. (Anna Moneymaker/
Gett y Images)



By Sandra Goldman
Communities thrive best when 

people actively contribute. The 
Hebrew Cemetery is the longest 
standing Jewish institution in 
Charlotte. From 1867 to today, 
it speaks to the history and roots 
of Jews who made this city their 
home. Our cemetery does more 
than house the departed however. 
It serves the community through 
education, offers moments of 
peace, and provides a place to 
gather to remember. 

Charlotte’s history would be 
incomplete without the Hebrew 
Cemetery. It tells an integral and 
fascinating story. However, the 
association is not attached to any 
of our Greater Charlotte area tem-
ples. That is one of the reasons 
why we charge an annual mem-
bership fee. The dues provide an 
important source of revenue that 
allow us to maintain the grounds, 
provide funeral services, and pay 
the professional staff . Benefi ts of 
membership also include substan-
tial discounts on graves and burial 
fees. Because of rising costs, for 
the fi rst time in nearly 20 years 
the board of directors has decided 
to raise the dues from $ 72 to $ 
108. True to the cemetery’s belief, 
nobody will be turned away due 
to fi nancial hardship. 

The Hebrew Cemetery Associ-
ation was founded by the Hebrew 

Benevolent Society. These men 
believed that we should have a 
“beit olam”— a house of eterni-
ty. Having an eternal space comes 
with responsibilities, as we want 
to ensure that these holy grounds 
will look the same tomorrow as 
they look today. Your cemetery 
membership helps to keep this 
promise.

Our cemetery is a communi-
ty space in every sense, serving 
all Jews in the Greater Charlotte 
area. We house traditional, all 
Jewish sections as well as ortho-
dox, community interfaith, and 
cremation sections. The ceme-
tery’s purpose is to be there for 
all, and we work very hard to 
provide what is necessary and 
appropriate. There are moments, 
such as the annual memorial ser-
vice between Rosh Hashana and 
Yom Kippur, when Jews with 
different beliefs, backgrounds, 
and practices come together on 
these sacred grounds, and every-
body feels connected and a part 
of something special. 

The grounds staff and the 
building and grounds committee 
members take great pride in en-
suring that the grounds look man-
icured at all times. In addition to 
the professional landscaping, 
many members and volunteers, 
who have not yet committed to 
the cemetery, visit throughout 

the year and lend a hand to clean 
old grave markers and tend to 
the grounds. All of us work very 
hard to ensure the perpetuity of 
this eternal space, maintaining the 
beauty and peaceful serenity. 

Nonetheless, many younger 
people do not join the Hebrew 
Cemetery Association believ-
ing that there is plenty time to 
do so when they are older and 
their children are out of school. 
We encourage these families to 
consider a lifetime membership, 
a onetime tax deductible payment 
of $1,800. Lifetime membership 
makes it easy, as one doesn’t have 
to renew their annual member-
ship and there is no concern for 
future dues increases.

The Cemetery serves the pur-
pose which all Jewish cemeter-
ies should — to connect us with 
our past, present and future. We 
remember, we honor, and we 
celebrate everyone who comes 
through our gates. Through tours 
and visits, people have the op-
portunity to explore their Jewish 
heritage. Through funeral ser-
vices and unveilings we move 
a little closer together, comfort 
each other and feel a sense of 
belonging. Being a member of 
the Hebrew Cemetery connects 
us to each other and enables us 
to support the organization that 
was founded before any schools 

or synagogues were established 
in our community. Together we 
strengthen our roots and our at-
tachment to Charlotte and its sur-
roundings. Membership allows us 
to take ownership of something 
that is truly bigger than us.
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Hebrew Cemetery: A House for Eternity

www.vrbbcharlotte.com

Thank you to those who have generously 
supported us for over 155 years.

Due to rising costs, our annual dues have been increased to $108. 
These dues allow us to maintain the grounds, provide funeral services and pay 

our professional staff. Membership benefits include discounts on plots and burial 
fees and no one is ever turned away because of financial hardship.

 If you have questions, contact Director, Sandra Goldman, 
at 704.576.1859 or director@hebrewcemetery.org

 www.hebrewcemetery.org
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Yours Truly 
Needlepoint and Knitting

Join Us - Knit,Crochet,Needlepoint
* Handpainted needlepoint 
canvases

* Huge selection of yarns

* Expert finishing
* Complimentary lessons
* Unique gift ideas

THANKS TO THE AMAZING WORK OF VOLUNTEERS
12,000 blankets have been donated to the Levine Children’s Hospital

10,000 chemo hats have been donated to facilities for cancer 
patients around Charlotte

All proceeds go to local charities 704-366-6765

Wednesdays 8-11 AM at the Levine Jewish Community Center 
Thursdays 9 AM - 5 PM at the home of Lynn Edelstein 3802 Columbine Cir.

Why Hire a 
Salesman When
You Can Hire a
Sales Mensch?

ww Free Market Analysis  ww Free MEGA Open House
ww Fire Me Guarantee

ANDY GRIESINGER 4432998946

Dream Home Today. Dream Home Today. 
Your Home Tomorrow.Your Home Tomorrow.

andy@andyre.comwww.SalesMensch.com         

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41

42 43

44 45 46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

Across
1. “Kid tested. Mother approved” cere-
al
4. ___ chag (day after yomtov)
9. Not full
14. 2010 health legislation, in brief
15. Some iPads
16. Former Israeli dough
17. Tax for actor Eugene?
19. Change
20. Secret hideaway
21. Furniture material
22. Words before “arms” or “the air”
23. Wharton’s “The ___ ___ Inno-
cence”
25. Broadway show about a notable 
deli?
29. Ailment that makes things harder to 
pick up
31. “Giddyup!”
32. “Not ___ shabby!”
33. Wedding or Bar Mitzvah
36. Judaism doesn’t believe in it as a 
long-term punishment
37. Beach buds for gangster Bugsy?
42. “Ella Enchanted” star Hathaway
43. Like the crosswords in this publica-
tion
44. Conditions
45. See 67-Across
47. Common classes
51. Part of a gifted body part for singer 
Lisa?
55. One would become one in Israel in-
stead of heading to 36-Across, perhaps
56. It’s delivered
57. 18 mgs. of iron, e.g.
59. Eve’s middle son
60. Local Israeli
62. Drink for Rabbi Berel?
64. Karen of the Indiana Jones fi lms
65. Oil baron J. Paul
66. “Cancel” PC key
67. Water and 45-Across
68. Tribe the Igbo Jews claim to be 
descended from
69. Wino

Down
1. Chatan’s gal
2. 2002 animated fi lm featuring a way-
ward mammoth
3. Marvel’s Charles with mental pow-
ers
4. Contacts online, for short
5. Agricultural tower
6. Quarterback ___ (throwing alterna-
tive)
7. Yitzchak’s 1-Down
8. BBYO alternative
9. Fly by
10. Do a take-off  on
11. Vitamins for moms to be
12. Heavy weight
13. “Jan. 1 to now” period
18. It came way after 2-Down
22. Israeli gun
24. Colonial fl ute
26. A crowd, they say
27. Work at
28. What days are called on Mars in 
“The Martian”
30. New York Jets’ org., until 1969
34. A Houston baseball player
35. Israeli man?
36. Most recent Albus Dumbledore 
portrayer
37. Leave port
38. Data
39. Entire company on stage
40. Electric guitar go-with
41. Salon substances
45. Largest percentage of humans
46. Sick and tired?
48. 11-Down helps them arrive safely
49. Despite the contrary
50. Make a choice
52. Revealed, as one’s soul
53. 2010 Super Bowl MVP Drew
54. First name behind 23- Across
58. Payment to play
60. Diego preceder
61. Lager alternative
62. Org. for those creating scripts
63. Aleppo’s country: Abbr.

Crossword 

(Solution on page 35)

Inquire today at 
CharlotteLatin.org/admissions

704.846.7207

Reach
Higher.
Shine
Brighter.
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Bal Tashchit and Beyond: Tips for a Cleaner, 
Greener Hanukkah

WA L T O N W O O D . C O M   |   S I N G H C A R E E R S . C O M

Independent Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care

11945 Providence Road
Charlotte, NC 28277

704-246-3055

WISHING YOU PEACE, LOVE, AND JOY THIS HANUKKAH SEASON

Waltonwood Welcomes You Home...

Holiday Open House

December 9th
2:00 - 4:00 p.m.

at Waltonwood Providence

RSVP
704-246-3055

Independent Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care

11945 Providence Road, Charlotte, NC 28277

Two 
events to
attend!

From our family to yours, we welcome you to experience the holidays at Waltonwood. 
Our guests will enjoy delicious holiday cookies prepared by our in-house pastry chefs, as well 
as enjoy a holiday sensory experience prepared by our life enrichment team.

December 7th
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
at Waltonwood Cotswold

RSVP
704-495-6031

Assisted Living and Memory Care 

5215 Randolph Road, Charlotte, NC 28211

December 7

By Lisa Shpritz
 Between Thanksgiving and 

New Year’s Day, Americans 
produce an extra one million tons 
of trash per week compared with 
any other time of the year. Each 
Hanukkah, we contribute to that 
waste with gift giving and wrap-
ping, shopping and entertaining, 
and other celebrations. We all 
look forward to celebrating the 
Festival of Lights each year, but 
Hanukkah can be fun and mean-
ingful without the waste. Here 
are some ways we can celebrate 
a more environmentally friendly 
Hanukkah.
Gift Giving

Consider giving a gift that 
isn’t an object, such as:
• Membership to an environ-

mental, philanthropic, or re-
lief organization

• An experience such as a va-
cation; a day at the spa; a gift 
certifi cate to a restaurant; a 
guided tour; or tickets to a 
concert, the theater, muse-
um, or the movies

• The gift of time — make a 
homemade coupon for an af-
ternoon of companionship, 
help with household chores, 
babysitting, or a shared spe-
cial outing

• A donation in someone’s 
name to a charitable orga-
nization or a tree planted in 
someone’s honor.

• A savings account or savings 
bond for a child

When giving physical gifts, 
perhaps select ones that are un-
packaged or minimally packaged 
and buy gifts made from recycled 
materials when available. We can 
play an important role by shifting 
our buying habits from dispos-
able products to more durable 
and long-lasting goods, such as:
• Cloth or linen napkins and 

napkin rings
• Solar-powered appliances
• Rechargeable batteries and 

charger
• A backyard composter
• Houseplants or garden sup-

plies, such as seeds, gloves, 
or tomato cages

• Biodegradable soaps and 
shampoos

• A vintage item, such as 
something bought at an an-
tique shop or thrift store

• Consumables like locally 
produced honey, jam, and 
produce

Try to avoid unnecessary 
wrapping. The average U.S. 
consumer wraps 20 gifts during 

the holidays. If just three of those 
gifts were wrapped in reused pa-
per, the paper saved would cover 
45,000 football fi elds!
• Wrap gifts using the gift it-

self (for example, use a scarf 
as ribbon).

• Use decorative newspaper 
ads, colorful pages from 
magazines, old maps, cal-
endars, or color comic strips 
as wrap. When buying new 
wrapping paper, purchase 
recycled-content paper.

• Wrap gifts in fabric, reusable 
cloth bags, pillowcases, or 
baskets. Use tulle instead of 
tissue paper for a reusable 
option.

• Use the fronts of last year’s 
Chanukah cards as name 
tags for this year’s gifts.

Shopping
Use your own shopping bags 

and consolidate purchases into 
one bag.

Consolidate shopping trips to 
save fuel.

Walk and use public transpor-
tation when practical.
Holiday Cards

One year’s worth of holiday 
cards exchanged in the U.S. 
would fi ll a football fi eld 10 sto-
ries high! Here are ideas to re-

duce the environmental impact of 
exchanging cards this year:
• Send email greetings or send 

a postcard to save paper and 
envelopes.

• Create your own cards made 
from upcycled paper.

• When buying new cards, 
choose brands made with 
recycled paper.

• Recycle old holiday cards. 
Cut off  the card fronts and 
send them to St. Jude’s 
Ranch for Children, a home 
for abused children, where 
children make new cards 
from old ones and sell them 
to support the ranch. Used 
cards can be mailed to St. 
Jude’s Ranch for Children, 
100 St. Jude St., Boulder 
City, NV 89005 (https://st-
judesranch.org/). 

Celebrating
• Use reusable plates, fl atware, 

glasses, and tablecloths or 
rent rather than buying new.

• Set up a recycling system for 
aluminum cans, plastic, and 
glass bottles at your party. 
Show your guests that you 
care about the environment.

• Use washable pans instead 
of disposables.

• Buy fresh, unpackaged 

foods when possible.
• Plan meals wisely to reduce 

wasted food and send guests 
home with leftovers.

• Cook multiple items in the 
same oven.

• Run appliances on full loads.
• Turn the heat down before 

your guests arrive. The body 
heat they generate will warm 
up the room!

Jewish tradition teaches the 
importance of caring for the en-
vironment, for we must act as 
partners in preserving creation. If 
you are interested in supporting 
Shalom Green or have ideas for 
educational programming, please 
contact us at info@shalomgreen-
CLT.org. Like us on Facebook, 
follow us on Twitter and Insta-
gram @ShalomGreen_CLT, and 
visit our website at www.sha-
lomgreenCLT.org.



By Sarah Pritzker
One of the unique things about 

the Charlotte Jewish Preschool 
(CJP) is that each age level gets 
to experience a special day that 
explores a Judaic concept more 
deeply than other age groups. 
Our three-year-old classes pre-
pared for their special day by 
learning all about kibbutzim in 
Israel so that on October 27 they 
could explore four kibbutzim 
here at school. Students learned 
about healthy eating habits. They 
explored with curiosity and used 
their senses to describe charac-
teristics and construct knowl-
edge about the world around 
them. They had the opportuni-
ty to describe characteristics of 
living things and the physical 
world.

Kibbutz Meron Golan was all 
about planting and harvesting. 
The Pineapple class transformed 
the garden into its kibbutz. Class-
es learned about the steps of 
planting, growing, and harvest-
ing. Then everyone was invited 
to do what they learned about! 
Students planted diff erent types 
of vegetables and then were able 
to harvest carrots and potatoes in 
the garden. 

Kibbutz Almog focused on 
exploring scents. The Fox class 
transformed the Maker Space 
into all things fl owers and scents. 
Classes had great discussions 
about the attributes of fl owers. 
After learning about flowers, 
students were invited to create 
their own perfume using diff er-
ent scents. 

Kibbutz Nachshon was all 
about grapes. The Dubim class 
transformed its classroom into 
a vineyard. Students were able 
to jump right in and stomp on 

grapes to learn about the fermen-
tation of wine making. Classes 
were invited to taste different 
foods they might fi nd in a vine-
yard, including grape juice, 
pretzels, olives, and of course 
grapes!     

The Kehillah class was re-
sponsible for taking care of the 
animals on the Kibbutz. The 
Kehillah class transformed the 
music room into a multisensory 
hands-on experience where the 
students could milk cows, give 
pigs a bath, bail hay, and partici-

pate in a game of ring toss with a 
partner. Students were invited to 
make their own butter as well as 
explore a variety of other butter 
churns and other farming equip-
ment and tools.    

By the end of the day, our 3s 
classes were exhausted from all 
the work they had performed on 
the kibbutz and had developed an 
appreciation for the eff ort it takes 
to make a community work.

Interested in our play-based 
program? For more informa-
tion about the Charlotte Jewish 
Preschool and our Reggio 
Emilia-inspired school, please 
contact our director of educa-
tion, Becca Green, at Becca.
Green@charlottejewishpre-
school.org.  
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Kibbutz Day at the Charlotte Jewish Preschool

Harrison Kraus digging in the soil to 
plant vegetable seeds

Emma Saltzman and Sophia Sher 
cleaning up the pig and bailing hay.

Julian Spil stomping grapes to turn them into wine



By Heather Rasowsky
Three summers ago, we met 

with Mariashi Groner, director 
of Charlotte Jewish Day School 
(CJDS), and toured the school 
as we considered moving from 
Houston to Charlotte. We knew 
right away that CJDS would be 
the best gift and greatest experi-
ence we could give our children. 

I vividly remember their fi rst 
day of school. We had only been 
in Charlotte for two months. I 
talked to our then second grader 
and kindergartner about living 
in a new place, going to a new 
school, making new friends, 
and being brave through it all. 
We were in it together. I remind-
ed them that it was OK to feel 
nervous, as I was nervous too! 
I left them surprise notes and a 
family photo in their backpacks 
just in case they missed me. (I’m 
pretty sure they didn’t.) I stalked 
Facebook and Instagram all day 
for pictures to see what they were 
doing. When I picked them up, 
they got in the car with glow-
ing faces and said, “That. Was. 

Awesome.” My heart wanted to 
explode with joy! 

Since day one, our excitement 
and love for CJDS has grown. 
We now have three kids at the 
school, (Adley in fourth grade, 
Cyrus in second grade, and 
Shayla in kindergarten) and have 
been a part of the CJDS family 
for two years. It quickly felt like 
home. The teachers and staff  are 
caring and personable. Friends 
feel like family. Our kids come 
home each day eager to tell us 
about their experiences: walking 
the aleph-bet, moving up a level 
in math speed drills, choosing 
cool “wow words” for spelling 
lists, class pets, fun assemblies, 
running for student council, ying 
la’rish, and more. They are al-
ways doing creative projects and 
learning in such creative ways, 
I think they forget they are in 
school!

As parents, we have so much 
nachas as the kids are fi lled with 
Jewish pride, and it truly makes 
a diff erence in our lives at home. 
We continue to see shining ex-

amples of how each of the chil-
dren is inspired: 

Anyone who knows Adley 
knows his love for baseball. He 
is obsessed. We went to a pot-
tery painting place, and I thought 
for sure he would pick one of 
the baseball pieces to paint. He 
spotted a Star of David, and he 
was set. It was beautiful to see 
his pride of being Jewish stron-
ger than his passion for baseball. 

Cy enjoys reading every night 
before falling asleep. Over the 
summer, he brought his siddur 
home and often traded his chap-
ter books for nightly tefillot. 
What a wonderful sight to walk 
by his room and see him sitting 
up with a kippah on his head and 
his siddur in his lap. 

Shayla spends hours role-play-
ing with her dolls. In addition to 
feeding them, doing their hair 
and makeup, and giving them 
stickers (for good behavior, of 
course!), she also lines her babies 
up and gives them tzedakah to 
put in the pushka while singing 
to them. She is inspiring the next 

generation, one doll at a time.
The teachers and staff  at CJDS 

make magic happen. They share 
warmth, love, creativity, and 
knowledge with our children 
each day. We confi dently send 
our kids off  each morning know-
ing they will be coming home 
with tools to grow as even bet-

ter versions of themselves. We 
are so grateful to be a part of the 
CJDS family! 
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B”H

704.366.4558  |  CJDSchool.org

We’re Growing!
Our extraordinary education will 
soon include middle school students!  
Beginning in the fall of 2022, CJDS will 
expand to offer grades TK-6.

CHECK US OUT! 
CALL TO SCHEDULE A CALL TO SCHEDULE A TOURTOUR

B”H

We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!We’re Growing!

Charlotte Jewish Day School Is Our Second 
Family

Avi and Heather Rasowsky, Adley (4th grade), Shayla (kindergarten), and 
Cyrus (2nd grade) 
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By Liza Simon
When I was asked to write 

about my experience growing 
up Jewish, I immediately re-
membered an incident back in 
kindergarten. “Who’s excited for 
Rosh Hashanah?” 5-year-old me 
asked while standing on a chair 
during snack time at Beverly 
Woods Elementary. The blank 
stares and confused smiles I saw 
on my classmates’ faces were the 
fi rst of many I have received over 
the years. Later that day I went 
home and asked my mom why 
she was sending me to a “Chris-
tian school.” Although I don’t re-
call her response, I am pretty sure 
she just laughed at the question. 

Growing up attending Charlotte 
Jewish Preschool (CJP), I always 
thought everyone else was Jew-
ish. As I entered public school, 
this view from my childhood 
shifted. I started to see that not 
celebrating Christmas and not 
getting a visit from the Easter 
bunny was something I needed 
to feel ashamed of. At school 
around the holiday time, we 
would make paper snowmen and 
watch Christmas movies. I felt 
uncomfortable, and for a long 
time, I was not brave enough 
to speak up and share about my 
religion. 

One teacher in kindergarten 
though was also Jewish. Around 

Christmastime, she decided to 
plan an assembly for the school 
and teach about Hanukkah. 
Knowing I was Jewish, she asked 
me if I would assist her. A cou-
ple of weeks later, I found myself 
sitting in the library with the rest 
of my classmates facing a large 
blow-up menorah. I was excited 
to teach the others about Hanuk-
kah and was glad I no longer had 
to feel diff erent from everyone 
else. 

That time in kindergarten was 
when I began to embrace my re-
ligion. In second grade, we had 
an assignment for Thanksgiving. 
We were supposed to take home 
a picture of a cartoon turkey 
and decorate it to make it look 
like something that represents 
our life. I chose to make mine 
a rabbi. When I brought my tur-
key to school a few days later, I 
had the chance to share with my 
classmates about Judaism again; 
I received an A on my project. 

Although I have had some 
good experiences at school, there 
have been other times when I 
did not want to feel diff erent. I 
wanted to come to school wear-
ing my Christmas pajamas like 
the other kids in my class. I have 
been asked some uncomfortable 
questions about Judaism by my 
classmates at school. For exam-

ple, “Are you Hannukah?” and 
“Do you speak Jewish?” I never 
knew how to respond when asked 
these questions. I would usually 
just roll my eyes and walk away. 
As an active temple member and 
frequent participant in services, 
I learned to embrace and truly 
understand Judaism. I’ve spent 
much of my life preparing for 
and studying Torah, so when I 
had my bat mitzvah, the lessons 
prepared me to appropriately 
respond to those uncomfortable 
questions. 

When I started training for my 
bat m itzvah, I further realized 
how remarkable our religion is. 
By researching my Torah por-
tion, I learned many things about 
my ancestors. Since my bat mitz-
vah, I have felt more connected 
to Judaism. At Temple Israel, I 
have had the opportunity to sing 
on many occasions. One such 
time was on Rosh Hashanah 
singing “Modim” (which in He-
brew means “thank you”) with 
Cantor Lissek. It was heartwarm-
ing to me, and I was grateful for 
my connection to God and to my 
community. The major Jewish 
holidays always help strengthen 
that bond. 

At home, I have always cele-
brated the Jewish holidays with 
my extended family. We have 

cousins, grandparents, aunts, 
and uncles who come from all 
over the East Coast to share the 
special occasion together. It is a 
memorable time, and I am glad 
that I have my religion to bring 
me closer to my family. As a 
Jewish teen, I also enjoy Hebrew 
school and the Shalom Park com-
munity. 

When I spoke with one of my 
Hebrew school classmates, we 
discussed the opportunities we 
have at Hebrew High — making 
connections with other Jewish 
teens and strengthening the re-
lationships we already have. We 
also get the chance to bond over 
similar experiences and stories. 
I have made lots of new Jewish 
friends and am excited to contin-
ue to learn and grow within the 
Jewish community.

Liza Simon is an eighth grad-
er at Carmel Middle School. She 
belongs to Temple Israel. On 
the weekends, she enjoys play-
ing tennis and hanging out with 
friends.

Growing Up Jewish in Charlotte Today

By Ellen Engelhardt
 In the mountains of North 

Carolina, 26 Jewish high school 
students and new alumni from 
the Charlotte area gather in a 
circle under a star-lit sky. It’s 
dark, but all the students have a 
collection of glow sticks in their 
hands. A series of questions is 
asked including, “Have you 
ever experienced antisemitism 
at school?” In response, sev-
eral crack their glow stick and 
throw it into the center of the 
circle. These are the kids who 
have known antisemitism fi rst-
hand. Discussion ensues and is 
followed by other questions that 
relate to Jewish identity. Each 
is designed to build awareness, 
to prompt curiosity about the 
meaning of their experience, and 
to create an environment of trust 
between new friends.

For these participants of the 
second annual Club Z retreat of 
the Charlotte chapter this past 
October, views toward Israel as 
the Jewish homeland and their 
identity as Jews vary as much 
as their political perspectives 
and level of religious obser-
vance, which means a range of 
perspectives — just the way 

the local Club Z director, Olga 
Washington, prefers it.  “Club Z 
educators are trained to present 
Club Z teens with information in 
a manner that is objective and en-
courages teens to consider diff er-
ent narratives, perspectives, and 
lenses. Students are encouraged 
to use debate and discussion to 
challenge their views and even 
get uncomfortable. In the pro-
cess, they learn how to argue 
respectfully and artfully.  They 
learn how to challenge a speak-
er in a calm manner, with facts 
backed up by history.”

This methodology is not lost 
on Clara Ostrov, a second-year 
Club Z member and 10th-grade 
student. “Most of my peers are 
not aware of the situation in the 
Middle East.  They follow their 
favorite celebrities on Instagram, 
and they base their information 
on what the celebrities say. I let 
my friends know what’s going 
on, and I can do that because 
Club Z members cover all sides 
of the conflict, so they have a 
complete understanding. For 
example, anti-Zionists frequent-
ly ignore the indigeneity of the 
Jewish people in the land of Is-
rael, choosing to focus uniquely 

on current politics. At Club Z, we 
learn a lot of history before cov-
ering the modern-day confl ict.”

While education is central to 
the Club Z curriculum, making 
new friendships and establishing 
Jewish connections are founda-
tional to the organization’s suc-
cess. This is why Matt Cohen, 15 
and a student at Charlotte Latin 
School, was willing to try Club Z 
when a friend told him about it. 
“Teaching at the Club Z Institute 

is diff erent because it’s so inter-
active. Doing physical activities, 
playing games, it’s all part of the 
Club Z experience.” To that end, 
the retreat’s color war games had 
teens giving chase and dousing 
others in bright colors from bags 
of chalk, much like the Indian 
Festival of Colors. The teens 
were breathless, exhilarated, and 
camera-ready, covered as they 
were head to toe in bright colors.

October’s retreat kicks off 

a year of the Club Z Institute’s 
learning and social events for 
the approximately 30 Charlotte 
Club Z participants. The group is 
divided by age and given a col-
lege-level, or near-college-level, 
curriculum on Jewish and Israeli 
history, with a deep dive into cur-
rent events.  (Homework rarely 
required!) Club Z annual events 
include the North American 
Conference, trip to Israel, East 
Coast graduation event, and so-
cial events throughout the year.

For more information on 
Club Z including how to join 
this unique Jewish club, please 
visit its website at www.clubz.
org or contact Olga Washington 
at olga@clubz.org .

Club Z Charlotte Chapter Second Annual 
Retreat: Friends Gather Together Again

Club Z parti cipants give a victory smile following the Color Wars event



Education and Youth

The Charlott e Jewish News - December 2021 - Page 29

Friendship Circle Brings 
Friends Together
By Rabbi Bentzion Groner

A new year brings new chal-
lenges and a new twist to our 
central program, which pairs 
local teens and children with 
special needs for weekly visits. 
When Friendship Circle began 
in Charlotte, the vision was to 
provide lasting friendships be-
tween typically developing Teen 
Friends and those friends with 
special needs — Special Friends. 
This was done by providing 
all-inclusive group programs on 
Sundays and Friends @ Home, a 
program in which Teen Friends 
visited once a week at the home 
of their Special Friend.

Then came the pandemic. 
Friendship Circle quickly ral-
lied to provide virtual group pro-
grams throughout the week, and 
our weekly home visits turned 
virtual as well, creating Friends 
on Call. Friends met online to 
converse, play games, and inter-
act with each other every week. 

Fast-forward to the pres-
ent. Some friends are ready for 
in-person programs and social 
interactions in a healthy and safe 
environment, so Friendship Cir-
cle has again stepped up to off er 
Friends Together to our menu 
of activities. Friends Together 
allows Teen Friends and Spe-

cial Friends the opportunity for 
in-person meetings at the Friend-
ship Circle building. The same 
opportunity for games, crafts, 
and friendship are available, but 
this time in Friendship Circle’s 
home. Of course, for those who 
prefer to stay virtual, Friends on 
Call is still available.

Stay tuned for the next chapter 
in the Friendship Circle’s jour-
ney: the grand opening of the 
inclusive Friendship Circle Fun 
Zone — a 6,000-square-foot 
facility that will feature a par-
ent lounge, sensory park, tree 
house with musical steps and a 
wheelchair lift, space for music 
and movement, arts and crafts, 
and much more — a place where 
everyone can meet and make 
friends. 

The same mission that has in-
fl uenced Friendship Circle from 
inception applies today. Even if 
the face of the programs may 
change, Friendship Circle is 
committed to “creating real and 
lasting friendships between typ-
ically developing teens and chil-
dren with special needs. We are 
committed to sparking dreams, 

increasing confi dence, and build-
ing a more inclusive communi-
ty.” A big thank-you to all of our 
Teen Friends and Special Friends 
who make this happen! 

FriendshipCircle is a benefi -
ciary agency of the Jewish Fed-
eration of Greater Charlotte. To 
learn more, visit Friendshipcir-
clenc.org.Friends playing games

a project of
Chabad of Charlotte

704-364-8395
jpskids.org
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By Ellen Goldstein
The weather is slowly getting 

colder, but things are just heat-
ing up for Charlotte BBYO. Our 
chapters have been able to have 
successful and COVID-safe pro-
gramming at the Levine Jewish 
Community Center on Tuesday 
nights and have recruited 36 new 
members so far this year. In Oc-
tober we were thrilled to be able 
to have our New Member Week-
end convention at Camp Weaver 
in Greensboro, North Carolina.  
New BBYO members from 
all over North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, and Virgin-
ia came together to learn about 
the traditions of BBYO, build 
their own mock BBYO chapter, 
explore their Jewish identities 
through programming and songs, 
and be officially inducted into 

BBYO. We always love to see 
new members go to conventions 
not knowing anyone and leave 
with lifelong friends. 

Another highlight from Oc-
tober was our glow-in-the-dark 
International Convention (IC) 
launch party where teens were 
able to learn about and register 
for BBYO’s International Con-
vention coming up in Baltimore 
February 17-21, 2022. IC is the 
largest international gathering 
of Jewish teen leaders in North 
America and offers teens the 
chance to connect with other 
teens from all over the world, 
hear and meet inspiring speakers, 
deepen leadership skills, serve 
the local community, and cel-
ebrate Judaism together. Char-
lotte BBYO is excited to have 
so many teens representing our 

Jewish community at IC 2022.
BBYO is open to all Jewish 

teens in grades 8-12 and has two 
BBG chapters (female identify-
ing) and two AZA chapters (male 
identifying). For more informa-
tion, you can visit www.bbyo.
org or email charlotte@bbyo.org.  
Our chapters have been hard at 
work creating new and inventive 
programming and recruiting new 
members. Here are some high-
lights:

Mickey Barak Aberman AZA, 
Jack Luther, Godol (President)

This fall, Mickey Barak Ab-
erman AZA has been off and 
running with exciting program-
ming. We have been welcoming 
our new prospects into the chap-
ter and have been getting them 
acquainted with BBYO. One 
highlight from October was an 

ultimate Frisbee game against 
our brother chapter, Hank Green-
berg. We also have continued our 
tradition of wing night at Buffa-
lo Wild Wings and also watched 
some football. We are so excited 
for the upcoming year of conven-
tions and classic MBA Tuesday 
programming!

Ohavim BBG, Joey Effren, 
N’siah (President)

Ohavim BBG was proud to 
host its annual Breast Cancer 
Awareness dinner in October! 
These dinners serve as both 
a fundraiser for the Susan G. 
Koman Foundation and as an 
educational opportunity for the 
members of Ohavim. This year 
we were able to bring together 
more than 40 members and their 
mothers for a fun night of food, 
female health education, and 
siblinghood. A local Charlotte 
OBGYN was the guest speaker 
and discussed different aspects 
of body positivity, health life-
styles, breast cancer prevention 
and awareness, and LGBTQIA+ 
health. Ohavim has some incred-
ible programming coming up in-
cluding a Top Chef cook off, our 
Big/Little Reveal party, Hanuk-
kah programming, and a winter 

banquet. 
Chai Chaverim BBG, Emma 

Sherrill, N’siah (President)
Chai Chaverim BBG has had 

such a successful fall! On Octo-
ber 5, we had a “Dancing with 
the Stars” program with Ellen 
Goldstein and Gabbi Braver-
man teaching Zumba. We were 
so excited to have this as the first 
program our 17 new members 
could attend! On October 12, 
Chai Chaverim took a “flight 
around the world” to learn new 
things about BBYO-participat-
ing countries, engage in dis-
cussions, make some arts and 
crafts, and participate in an 
auction fundraiser. BBGS had 
such a blast! On October 19, 
we participated in a Charlotte 
BBYO International Conven-
tion launch with more than 100 
Jewish teens in attendance. We 
loved spending time with the 
other three Charlotte chapters 
and are excited that many of our 
members will be traveling to 
Baltimore as delegates and at-
tending IC in February. At new 
member weekend, Chai Chaver-
im had 15 new members in atten-

Charlotte BBYO Welcomes Fall Programming
Education and Youth

Chai Chaverim BBG

Ohavim BBG

Mickey Barak Aberman AZA

(Continued on page 31)



dance who made their new best 
friends, were regionally induct-
ed, and participated in their mock 
chapters. We concluded our Oc-
tober with a relaxing dinner at 
Yafo on October 26 to catch up 
during midterm week. Our board 
has worked so hard to build our 
chapter back from our summer 
and COVID-19 break. I am so 
proud of the board members for 
all the hard work they’ve put in!

Hank Greenberg AZA, Ryan 
Wolkofsky, Godol (President)

AZA has had a great start 
to the 2021-22 year. In-person 
programming has allowed our 
new members to bloom and has 
strengthened our chapter bond. 
One program we recently put 
together was a night of Fruit 
Baseball at the JCC. We were 
able to let out all our frustrations 
by using the fruit as batting prac-
tice. It was a memorable mess! 
We also had our fi rst-ever Hank 
Greenberg Car Wash Fundraiser 
at the Levine Jewish Communi-
ty Center. This was our biggest 
fundraiser in chapter history. 
This year has started with a bang, 
and we look forward to growing 
the chapter while creating an en-
vironment that facilitates strong 
leadership and friendship during 
the remainder of 2021 and for 
year years to come.  
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and your guests can save, print, text, and share on social media.

We Bring Events To Life!We Bring Events To Life!
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By Loán Lake, Moishe House Se-
nior Communications Manager

Life right after college can 
be a bit daunting for a 20-some-
thing-year-old returning to their 
home city after moving away 
for college or a new graduate 
heading to the “big city” for the 
very fi rst time. Fortunately for 
roommates and Moishe House 
Charlotte residents Caleb Se-
idler, 25, and Calvin Newman, 
24, they learned about Moishe 
House, the world’s leader in en-
gaging young Jews around peer-
led programs, as they began their 
careers in Charlotte. 

Seidler, a youth and family 
program associate at the Levine 
Jewish Community Center and 
Charlotte native, knew he would 
return home once he graduated 
from UNC Asheville, but his 
hometown felt different with 
his friends having moved away 
to various locations after high 
school. He learned of Moishe 
House through personal connec-
tions and realized he had found a 
community where he could meet 
others in his peer group. New-
man, a financial analyst from 
Chapel Hill and North Carolina 
State University graduate, relo-
cated to Charlotte with a desire to 
continue his active involvement 
in the Jewish community after 
years of participation in Hillel 
and the Jewish Fraternity Alpha 
Epsilon Pi.  

Together with Josh Kin-
dler, these young men make up 
Moishe House Charlotte and 
bring together hundreds of Jew-
ish young adults for fellowship 
and networking. Moishe House 
fi rst established its local presence 

in Charlotte in 2013 and has con-
tinued to enable emerging Jew-
ish leaders to create meaningful, 
welcoming community for them-
selves and their peers, hosting 
ongoing events at least once 
per week. Seidler and Newman, 
along with former Moishe House 
residents Daniel Rich and Aaron 
Goldstein, fi rst opened the doors 
of their rented home for pro-
gramming in November 2018. 
There is also currently a Moishe 
Pod located in South End, which 
is led by two residents, Alison 
Shay and Emily Koller. Within 
the Moishe House model, two to 
fi ve Jewish young adults (ages 
21-32 years old) locate their 
own rental housing and create 
several programs each month 
targeting their local peer group 
in exchange for a generous rent 
subsidy, program budget, and on-
going training and support from 
Moishe House staff .  

The close-knit community 
that has emerged as a result of 

Moishe House programming 
has been important for both Se-
idler and Newman. “My goal 
is to become a rabbi, so Jewish 
community building has always 
appealed to me,” said Seidler. “I 
have learned the importance of 
having a Moishe House in the 
community. It fi lls an extremely 
crucial role in helping keep peo-
ple connected to Judaism after 
college, between settling down 
and joining a synagogue,” he 
said.  

For Newman, his involvement 
with Moishe House was a con-
tinuation of what he had spent 
his life doing, namely building 
relationships with members 
of the Jewish community, but 

he was happily surprised at the 
large number of his peers who 
longed for connection. “I was 
going to connect myself with a 
Jewish community whether or 

not I lived at Moishe House.  
It’s what I’m used to and how 
I socialize,” said Newman. “At 
fi rst your parents are telling you 
and forcing you to go [to Jewish 
activities], and in college your 
thoughts change to ‘I’ve got to 
keep this going.’ Then you move 
to a city where you don’t have to 
do what your parents are doing, 
and there’s no one like Hillel 
reaching out to you, but Moishe 
House is there reaching out to 
you,” he said.

Seidler and Newman both feel 
that the deep relationships they 
have formed within Charlotte’s 
young adult community and the 
ability to watch it grow over the 
past three years are among the 
most rewarding parts of their 
Moishe House experience. They 
especially love to add personal 
touches for their guests at month-
ly programs, like remembering 
their favorite bagels or beverag-
es, to ensure that their needs are 
met during their time together. 
Attendance averages 20 to 30 
unique participants each month 
(many of whom attend regular-
ly) and can change depending on 
the program and the day, but the 
feeling of belonging and togeth-
erness does not. The roommates 
have developed an extensive 
network through social media 
and word-of-mouth communi-
cation, and they are seeing the 
results — both in the social and 
professional realms.  

“Word of mouth, even during 
the pandemic, has helped our 
community grow. We’ve creat-
ed a spider web of friends, but 
it defi nitely took a lot of time to 
build,” Newman said. “The peo-

ple who reach out are genuine, 
are our friends. We really know 
each other’s families and sib-
lings. It’s rewarding to introduce 
people to each other and think-
ing that if Moishe House didn’t 
exist, these people would have 
never met, especially when we 
see them on social media hang-
ing out. There’s a sense of pro-
fessional networking as well,” 
he said. 

Since learning about the histo-
ry of Moishe House and the way 
that founder and CEO David Cy-
gielman started the organization 
in 2006 with a Shabbat dinner 
among his friends, Seidler said 
he cannot envision himself not 
hosting a Shabbat dinner once 
a month. “We focus on the im-
portance of Shabbat, that it’s 
not just throwing a party. It’s a 
great time, and you feel a sense 
of community,” he said.  

Newman and Seidler both 
agree that their lives are better 
with Moishe House and have set 
their sights on becoming fi nan-
cially stable so they can fund 
programs and improve the lives 
of young Jewish adults in the 
future. “Without some of these 
donors, we could not have done 
things. To be able to fund [pro-
grams] in any way and make 
someone’s life better a couple 
of years from now would be so 
rewarding,” Newman said. 

“I want to be the next Morris,” 
Seidler said of the philanthropist 
who co-founded Moishe House. 
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Two Moishe House Residents Refl ect on � ree 
Years of Building Deep Connections and 
Community for Young Adults

Moishe House Charlott e Resident 
Caleb Seidler

Mementos from MH Charlott e guests 
adorn the house foyer.  Photo credit: 
Loán Lake

Moishe House Charlott e Resident 
Calvin Neman
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By Ben Sales, November 12, 
2020 (New York Jewish Week 
via JTA)

 Marty Markowitz, the former 
borough president of Brooklyn, 
has never listened to the popular 
podcast called “The Shrink Next 
Door.” He’s only vaguely aware 
that it’s now a TV series with an 
A-list cast.

He does know, however, that 
he and the main character share 
the exact same name.

“‘The Shrink Next Door’?” 
he said when a reporter called 
Friday. After hearing a brief de-
scription of the story, he said, 
“The one with Marty Markow-
itz?”

“Shrink,” which premieres on 
Friday on Apple TV+, is based 
on the true story of a New York 
City psychiatrist who exploits 
and dominates the life of his pa-
tient, named Marty Markowitz, 
who is portrayed on screen by 
Will Ferrell. It’s based on a pop-
ular podcast of the same name, 
which was written and hosted 
by journalist Joe Nocera and re-
leased in 2019. Paul Rudd plays 
the psychiatrist, Isaac “Ike” Her-
schkopf.

The Marty Markowitz of the 
series and the podcast is a former 
fabric manufacturer, now 79 and 
living on the East End of Long 
Island.

But Marty Markowitz, 76, 
the former politician who also 
served 23 years in the New York 
State Senate, doesn’t really know 
much about the story. Reached 
by phone on Friday, Markow-
itz, who served three terms as 
borough president from 2002 to 
2013, said a couple of friends 
have ribbed him about the coin-
cidence.

“Will Ferrell is going to play 
Marty Markowitz, I think,” he 
said. “Other than that, one or 
two people contacted me to say, 
‘Marty, is that you?’ You know, 
joking around.”

He said that Marty Markow-
itz is “not a common name,” but 

then proceeded to rattle off  a 
couple other Marty Markow-
itzes who have entered his life 
over the past few decades.

One, according to the for-
mer borough president, was a 
psychologist on Ocean Park-
way in Brooklyn, whose pro-
spective patients would some-
times call him.

Unfortunately, that person 
is nearly impossible to Goo-
gle. Searches for “Martin 
Markowitz Brooklyn” turn up 
results for the former borough 
president. Searches for “Mar-
tin Markowitz psychologist” 
turn up results for “The Shrink 
Next Door.”

An advanced Google search 
did yield a citation in a med-
ical library catalog from the 
’70s referencing a Martin Mar-
kowitz. And it’s possible that 
the former Beep was referring 
to Dr. Martin Markowitz, a 
clinical director at the Aaron 
Diamond AIDS Research Cen-

ter, but he probably wasn’t. That 
doctor specializes in infectious 
disease, not psychology, and 
does not work in Brooklyn.

The borough president also 
said there was a Marty Markow-
itz from Boca Raton, Florida, 
who called him up to say, “Hey! 
I’m Marty Markowitz, too.” 
Those two Marty Markowitzes 
have since met each other a cou-
ple times on trips the Brooklyn 
Marty has taken to Florida.

“A nice enough fella,” former 
President Markowitz said. “It 
was fi ne. It was, you know — I 

think we had dinner, his wife, my 
wife, and that was it.”

The two Marty Markowitzes 
— from Brooklyn and “Shrink,” 
that is — have never spoken. 
But they do agree on at least one 
thing: neither sees a problem 
with a non-Jewish actor like 
Ferrell playing a Jew from New 
York named Marty Markowitz.

“I gotta tell you there are Jews 
that play Italians and there are 
Italians that play Jews,” former 
President Markowitz said. “It’s 
OK as long as they’re skilled.” 
(Markowitz of “Shrink” ex-

pressed similar sentiments to JTA 
earlier this week.)

The one caveat, he said, is that 
Ferrell — who grew up in Cali-
fornia in a family with English, 
Irish, Welsh and German roots — 
would have to play “a tall Jew.”

“By the way, Will Ferrell is 
six-foot-three, a little taller than 
yours truly,” the former bor-
ough president said, adding the 
he stands “fi ve-foot-fi ve and a 
half. That half is very, very im-
portant.”
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Here’s What Marty Markowitz, Former Brook-
lyn Borough President, Has to Say About Marty 
Markowitz of “� e Shrink Next Door”
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Gorelick Families Chosen as 2008 Honorees at Next One For All Ball
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Plans for the Charlotte 
Jewish community's big 
biennial gala celebration — 
the One For All Ball — are 
in full swing and organizers 
say it will be a "don't miss" 
event for everyone. 

As it has been for the past 
three One For All Balls, the 
Westin Hotel will be the 
place to be on September 
6, 2008 as the community 
gathers to celebrate its ac-
complishments and raise 
needed funds for Temple 
Beth El, Temple Israel and 
the Levine Jewish Commu-
nity Center. Larry Farber, 
the original developer of 
the community gala con-
cept says "the event is still 
a unique opportunity for the 
entire community to share 
a common goal and join 
forces to do good things for 
everyone. So far, we have 
netted more than $1 mil-
lion for those three organi-
zations," he adds, "it shows 
we have great success when 

we work together and cre-
ate something special."

The recipients of this 
year's Herman Blumenthal 
Committment to Commu-
nity Aware are the Shelton 
and Carol Gorelick and Bill 
and Patty Gorelick fami-
lies. The Gorelick families 
exemplify leaership in both 
the Jewish community and 
larger Charlotte commu-
nity. The impact of their 
vision and generosity is 
enormous.

Shelton served as pres-
ident of both the Founda-
tion of Shalom Park and 
the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Charlotte. He 
plays leadership roles at 
Carolinas Medical Center 
and the Mint Museum and 
is involved in a variety of 
other volunteer endeavors. 

The next generation 
includes Scott and Dana 
Gorelick and Jeff  and Bari 
Gorelick here in Charlotte, 
and Pamela Gorelick in 

Israel...and fi ve grandchil-
dren. This generation's 
leadership involvements 
include board positions at 
the Foundation for Shalom 
Park, the Levine Jewish 
Community Center, the 
Jewish Federation of Great-
er Charlotte among others. 

Bill served as president 
of Temple Israel and Jewish 
Federation of Greater Char-
lotte. He has been on the 
boards of a large number 
of Charlotte organizations 
including the Charlotte 
Symphony Orchestra, the 
Arts and Science Council 
and Queens College Learn-
ing Society. Bill and Patty 
have three children and 
eight grandchildren. Todd 
and Stacy Gorelick, mar-
celle and Dan Peck and 
Rael and Gabi Gorelick all 
live in Charlotte and have 
made their mark in leader-
ship capacities at the Jew-
ish Federation of Greater 
Charlotte, the Levine Jew-

ish Community Center, 
the Charlotte Jewish Day 
School and the Charlotte 
Torah Center, among oth-
ers. 

The Gorelick families 
along with the Luskis, have 
also created a lasting legacy 
in their gift to the Founda-
tion of the Carolinas. The 
organization's new build-
ing on Trade Street bears 
the names of both families 
in recognition of the gen-
erous donation they made 
to the foundation so that it 
was able to expand its phi-
lantrhopic services in the 
area. 

"We are thrilled to be 
honoring the multi-gen-
erations of such a deserv-
ing family," says Jonathan 
Howard, president of Tem-
ple Beth El, "the impact of 
their commitment to our 

community is evident ev-
erywhere you turn." Tem-
ple Israel preident, Marcy 
Mehlman, adds, "we are 
confident that everyone 
will want to come out and 
show their appreciation for 
all this family has done." 

"In addition to honor-
ing the Gorelick families, 
the One For All Ball is an 
opporutnity to support Sha-
lom Park that comes only 
once every two years," 
Farber reminds us. He urg-
es everyone to consider 
particpating at whatever 
level they are comfortable. 
Sponsorships are available, 
as are individual tickets, to 
the event. More informa-
tion will come available in 
the next few months. 
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(Puzzle on page 24)

Josh Rubin’s Plumbing, LLC
LICENSED  BONDED  INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Layouts for slabs  Roughin and Finish
Water Heater Repairs and Replacement

Kitchen/Bath Remodeling
Toilets, Tubs, Faucets, Sink, and Disposal 

Repairs/Replacement
~ 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE ~

NC State Lic. #29197           SC State Lic. #M110508

7045174918

Hampton Inn & Suites SouthPark at Phillips Place, 
Charlotte, NC  28210    7043195700

www.hamptonsouthpark.com

SouthPark at Phillips Place

w Featuring 124 beautifully decorated guest
rooms and suites conveniently located 

in Phillips Place
w Complimentary amenities include: 

Hot breakfast, internet access,
transportation to Shalom Park

w Hospitality Suite  
w Great Room: Special rates available for

Friday night dinner

For more information, contact: Pamela.Haythe@hilton.com

Where Families 
Come Together

DON’T JUST LIVE HERE . . .

LOVE IT HERE.

Residents of The Barclay love the living choices, abundant resort-like 
amenities and nearly endless social engagements available to them. Here, residents and their families will 
love the emphasis on nutritious dining options, whole-person wellness and the peace of mind that comes 
from having continuing care in place should they need it.

Call 980.224.8540 to schedule a private visit and don’t just live here...LOVE IT HERE.
4801 Barclay Downs Drive, Charlotte, NC 28210    BarclayAtSouthPark.com

A Life Plan Community off ered by Liberty Senior Living © 2021 The Barclay at SouthPark

NOW OPEN
Select Your Home Today!
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