
In his book, “A Passion for a 
People,” Avraham Infeld calls 
the post-Passover period linking 
the three major Israeli national 
commemoration days — Yom 
HaShoah (Holocaust Memori-
al Day), Yom Ha’zikaron (Is-
rael Memorial Day), and Yom 
Ha’atzmaut (Israel Independence 
Day) —  the “Nine Days of We.” 
The term echoes the traditional 
unit of time in Jewish tradition 
we call the “Days of Awe” (Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur). 
During this period, “we com-
memorate the Jewish people’s 
collective transition, the funda-
mental shift from destruction and 
powerlessness to independence 
and sovereignty.” 

Yom HaShoah is a day com-
memorating an event that hap-
pened to one-third of the Jewish 
people but not to Israelis and not 
in the geographical territory of 
Israel. However, because it is 
something that happened to the 
Jewish people, as the nation-state 
of the Jewish people, Israel has 
the privilege of commemorating 
this experience as a majority with 
all the trappings of government 

and national expression. Al-
though the date was established 
by the Israeli government, it has 
become a day commemorated by 
Jewish communities and individ-
uals worldwide. 

Likewise, as Jews living out-
side of Israel, we should all en-
gage with Yom Ha’zikaron and 
Yom Ha’atzmaut to celebrate our 
collective connection to Israel, 
the national home of our people. 

Israel’s Independence Day, 
Yom Ha’atzmaut, is celebrated 
on the fifth day of the month of 
Iyar, which is the Hebrew date of 
the formal establishment of the 
State of Israel, when members 
of the “provisional government” 
read and signed a Declaration of 
Independence in Tel Aviv. 

Yom Ha’atzmaut in Isra-
el is always preceded by Yom 
Ha’zikaron, Israel’s Memorial 
Day for the fallen soldiers. The 
message of linking these two 
days is clear: Israelis owe their 
independence — the very exis-
tence of the state — to the sol-
diers who sacrificed their lives 
for it.

For Jews around the world, 

joining with Israelis commemo-
rating Yom Ha’zikaron and cel-
ebrating Yom Ha’atzmaut has 
become a concrete link in the 
Jewish connection to the land of 
Israel.

“The declaration of a Jewish 
homeland is one of the greatest 
feats of our time and it is import-
ant to mark this historic day with 
a celebration,” said Tair Giudice, 

chief impact officer at the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Charlotte. 
“Amid the hardship and tragedy 
that has been brought on by this 
pandemic, we welcome a mo-
ment to share our love for Israel 
with our local community as well 
as our brothers and sisters from 
around the world.”

We ask that you start the cel-
ebration now by sharing your 

favorite thoughts, wishes and 
memories of Israel on social 
media. Post photos or videos on 
Facebook, Instagram or Twitter 
using the hashtag #IsraelToMe.

See page nine and back page 
for community event details.

By Talli Dippold
Director of Jewish Life
Associate Director, Stan Green-
spon Center for Peace and So-
cial Justice

COVID-19 has changed many 
aspects of our daily lives over the 
past year. One group that has been 
severely affected is the global 
Holocaust survivor community. 
According to estimates by the 
Conference on Jewish Mate-
rial Claims Against Germany, 
there are around 400,000 Holo-
caust survivors worldwide, and 
about 85,000 are in the United 
States. 

Although the pandemic has 
made it easier for individuals to 
participate in a variety of pro-
grams from their homes, survi-
vors are in a unique situation of 
feeling loss that can be mitigated  
by engaging in virtual programs. 
Many survivors cherish the op-
portunity to share their stories, 
which remains possible in the 
virtual age (with some technical 
assistance). 

In a New York Times op-ed 
in January, Holocaust survivor 
Toby Levy shared his sentiment, 
“The way we have lived this year 
means I have lost many oppor-

tunities to lecture, to tell more 
people my story, to let them see 
me and know the Holocaust hap-
pened to a real person who stands 
in front of them today. It’s im-
portant.” 

Many survivors are using the 
resilience and coping mecha-
nisms they developed during 
the war years. Eva Fogelman, 
renowned psychologist, shared 
that society has much to learn 
from the attitude of survivors 
“During this pandemic, Holo-
caust survivors’ resilience is 
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From Commemoration to Celebration

Honoring Our Survivors on 
Yom HaShoah Takes On a 
New Meaning During the 
Pandemic



As a relatively new resident 
of Charlotte, I still find my-
self adjusting to some things. 
College sports are new to me. 
We can talk about the Pan-
thers later. And I’m no fan of 
the enormous roaches that live 
here. (I hear they’re technical-
ly not roaches, but when they 
are crawling toward me, I only 
see roaches.) But I am getting 
used to having people say to me, 
“Bless your heart,” though I hear 
that’s not a good thing. 

Every city I’ve lived in has 
its own distinctive norms. But 
Charlotte boasts something no 
other city can. If you’re new to 
Charlotte like me, you might 
not be aware of the treasure that 
is Shalom Park. And if you’ve 
lived your entire life, you likely 
don’t take for granted the vision 
and serendipity that, more than 
40 years ago, fused to create a 

place that Jewish community 
members, regardless of back-
ground or denomination, can 
gather on for recreation, educa-
tion, and worship.

I’m just beginning to un-
derstand and appreciate how 
unusual the Charlotte Jewish 
community is, both for its abil-
ity to create a common vision 
for Shalom Park and for the 
cooperative relationships that 
result. Just one look at the diver-
sity of synagogues and agencies 
participating in the communi-
ty-wide commemoration of Yom 
HaShoah (front page) highlights 
this achievement.

Though with the pandem-
ic I’m not on the Park every 
day, when there, I enjoy driv-
ing down the lane, framed with 
blooming pear trees, past two 
beautiful synagogues, past chil-
dren attending the various Jew-
ish schools or camps playing 
outdoors. I pass by the Levine 
Jewish Community Center, the 
Jewish Federation offices, meet-
ing rooms and reception halls, 
the Jewish Family Services food 
pantry, and the Levine-Sklut 
Judaic Library. My office over-
looks the Shalom Green Com-
munity Garden, where in the 
summer I sit in the sun and pick 
fresh figs. And yet I have barely 
begun to explore the full array 
of agencies and services on the 
Park.

But it wasn’t always this way. 
Forty years ago, when the con-
cept was born — as much out of 
chance as anything else — Jews 
in Charlotte didn’t have places to 
gather as a community. The Am-
ity Swim and Tennis Club was 
created as an alternative to the 
country clubs where Jews were 
not welcome. But even then, if 
not active with a Jewish agency 
or synagogue, you might not en-
counter other Jews. If you were 
involved, you might be isolated 
in your own circles. Children 
from Temple Israel and Temple 
Beth El would never have met 
one another before Shalom Park 
existed. Even the synagogue 
presidents didn’t know each an-
other.

But by the time the Ami-
ty Club burned down in 1983, 

plans were already underway 
for its expansion, Temple Beth 
El was preparing to build a new 
sanctuary, and other agencies 
needed new facilities.

As Mark Bernstein explains 
in a videotaped interview — 
part of the Shalom Park Leader-
ship Initiative — it was then that 
Sam Lerner happened to be driv-
ing down Providence and spot-
ted a sign for a 17-acre tract of 
land adjacent to 27 acres of land 
owned by Temple Beth El.

That was the beginning of 
what would be a multiyear year 
process involving community 
leaders from all walks of Jewish 
life who planned, cooperated, 
argued, agreed, funded, fund-
raised, and eventually brought 
to life what is now a 54-acre 
campus serving as the center of 

Jewish life in Charlotte and as 
a model for other cities nation-
wide. The story of the founding 
and evolution of Shalom Park 
is told through words, pho-
tos, and videos is found on the 
Foundation of Shalom Park’s 
website: www.shalomcharlotte.
org. 

If you are new to Charlotte, I 
encourage you to visit when it is 
safe to do so and to participate in 
one or more of the myriad offer-
ings on the Park. It’s a marvel-
ous way to connect to your new 
community. And if you’ve lived 
here all your life, I encourage 
you to take a moment to reflect 
on and be reminded of Char-
lotte’s unique treasure, one you 
likely had a hand in creating.
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Through our Annual Cam-
paign, the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Charlotte answers the 
needs of the Jewish world. When 
a child needs a Jewish education 
or a subsidy to participate in a 
Jewish experience like Jewish 
summer camp, Federation is there. 
When a family loses its income or 
an entire community is devastated 
by a disaster, Federation is there. 
It’s a pledge we live by. Whether 
nurturing and sustaining Jewish 
identity for future generations or 
supporting our brothers and sis-
ters in Israel, Federation is where 
our community comes together as 
one. Where we, as a community, 

develop innovative responses 
to critical issues. Where anyone 
who needs help can get it. Where 
an energized Jewish community 
grows and celebrates. And where 
everyone can make a difference. 
The Jewish Federation of Great-
er Charlotte has been supporting, 
sustaining, and revitalizing Jew-
ish life for many years. Today our 
work is far from finished — and 
we need your support to meet our 
2021 Campaign goal as we con-
tinue on the Road to $5 Million. 
The much-needed dollars help 
us meet the needs of our entire 
Jewish community. Your contri-
bution enables us to use your gift 

wherever it’s needed most. Help 
us answer the needs of the Jew-
ish world by making your pledge 
to Federation today. We pledge 
to answer the needs, but we can 
only do that with your help. If 
you have already pledged to 
the 2021 Annual Campaign, we 
thank you. If not, please consider 
a meaningful pledge today. All 
pledges are payable and due De-
cember 31. So join us and be the 
start of something powerful. It’s 
easier to pledge than ever before. 
Go to www.jewishcharlotte.org, 
text PLEDGE to (704) 327-0354 
or call (704) 944-6757. We can’t 
do it without you.

Be Part of Something Powerful

totaL anNual giVing

$2,791,226

2021 caMpaigN upDate

as oF marcH 17

totaL doNors

1108

3 Ways to Give

Visit
jewishcharlotte.org
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704-327-0354 Go Old School
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Zoom with Raffi Berg, author and 
Middle East editor of the BBC News 
website and special guest former Mos-
sad commander, Dani Limor.

Sunday, May 2, 2 p.m. 
In the early 1980s, on a remote part 

of the Sudanese coast, a new luxury 
resort opened for business. Little did 
the guests know that the staff mem-
bers were undercover spies working 
for the Mossad, the Israeli Secret Ser-
vice. Written by longtime BBC Middle 
East correspondent Raffi Berg, this 
page-turner tells the true story that in-
spired the recent Netflix drama  “The 
Red Sea Diving Resort.” What began 
with one cryptic message pleading for 
help later turned into the secret evac-
uation of thousands of Ethiopian Jews 
and the spiriting of them to Israel. “Red 
Sea Spies” is the gripping tale of a 

top-secret and often parlous operation.
Join the Center for Jewish Education 

for a riveting conversation with Raffi 
Berg and former Mossad commander, 
Dani Limor.

The Zoom link for the event will be 
emailed to all registrants.

Interested in reading “Red Sea 
Spies?” You can purchase a copy of the 
book online wherever books are sold 
or borrow a copy of the book from the 
Levine-Sklut Judaic Library. 

For more information or to register, 
visit www.jewishcharlotte.org. 

Read Raffi’s BBC article on page 4.

exemplary.” She went on to 
share, “Young people today, 
living through this pandemic, 
want to know how you survived 
unimaginable conditions. Your 
stories provide hope to those 
today who feel hopeless, [who 
feel] that life will never be the 
same again.”

This April, we have an oppor-
tunity to hear from local and glob-
al survivors. Yom HaShoah is 
an annual day of remembrance 
for victims of the Holocaust 
observed by Jewish communities 
around the world. It is marked 
on the 27th day of the Hebrew 
month of Nisan — a week after 
the seventh day of Passover, and 
a week before Yom Ha’zikaron, 
Israel’s Memorial Day for fallen 
soldiers. This year, Yom Hashoah 
is commemorated on Thursday, 
April 8, 2021.

Last  year,  in  the face of 
COVID-19, communities around 
the world scrambled to transition 
their programs to virtual, with 
varied success. This year, with 
more time for planning, many 
communities are offering mean-
ingful virtual programs that cater 
to a global community. 

The Charlotte Jewish commu-
nity has been commemorating 
Yom HaShoah for over forty-two 
years. Each year, multiple orga-
nizations, including The North 
Carolina Council on the Holo-
caust, The Stan Greenspon Cen-
ter for Peace and Social Justice, 
The Levine JCC Butterfly Proj-
ect, Jewish Family Services, and 
the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Charlotte — led in alternate years 
by Temple Beth El or Temple Is-
rael — convene to plan a mean-
ingful community-wide program. 
While the events vary, one thing 
is consistent — honoring our lo-
cal survivors and liberators and 
sharing their message for future 
generations. In recent years, the 
voices of second- and third-gen-
eration Holocaust survivors have 
been included.

This year, the theme of the 
community-wide commemora-
tion will be “Let Us Be Upstand-
ers, not Bystanders: Honoring 
Shoah Victim and Survivor Mem-
ories.” The event will take place 
on Sunday, April 11 at 2 p.m. and 
will feature a keynote address by 
Maxine Marcus, founder and di-
rector of Partners in Justice In-
ternational, as well as messages 
from our local cherished Holo-
caust survivors Suly Chenkin and 
Irving Bienstock. 

Maxine Marcus is an interna-
tional criminal prosecutor and 
investigator with 24 years of 
field-based and courtroom-based 
experience in international crimi-
nal law. Ms. Marcus is a longtime 
faculty member of the Institute 
for International Criminal Inves-
tigations. She is an honoree on 
the Gender Justice Legacy Wall 
at the International Criminal 
Court and the 2018 recipient of 
the Prominent Women in Interna-
tional Law Award by the Ameri-
can Society of International Law. 
Max is inspired by her heroine, 
her mother, Stella Marcus, who 
survived Auschwitz and 12 other 
concentration camps during her 
teenage years.

Jewish Family Services and 
the Greenspon Center will be 
delivering plants and handmade 
cards to local survivors and lib-
erators for Yom HaShoah. To 
participate in this project, please 
contact Sheryl Gerrard, info@
jfscharlotte.org. 

Elsewhere around the country, 
many notable commemorations 
will be held.

The JCC of Buffalo’s virtual 
Yom HaShoah will explore Ho-
locaust photography, specifically 
focusing on the Lodz Ghetto pho-
tographs of Henryk Ross. Panel-
ists will include Tomasz Strug, 
Galicia Jewish Museum Chief 
Curator; Robert Hirsch, artist, cu-
rator, educator, and historian; and 
Dr. Shawn Kelley, professor of 
philosophy/religious studies, de-

partment chair, Daemen College. 
https://www.jccbuffalo.org/event/
yom-hashoah-holocaust-remem-
brance-day/

 The Jewish Family and Chil-
dren’s Services Holocaust Cen-
ter of San Francisco will host a 
virtual commemoration with a 
community Yizkor service fea-
turing a conversation between 
guest scholar Dr. Deborah Lip-
stadt and Dr. Anita Friedman, ex-
ecutive director of JFCS. Clergy 
from San Francisco synagogues 
and the Israeli consul general will 
participate. https://holocaust-
center.jfcs.org/holocaust-events/
yom-hashoah-holocaust-remem-
brance-day-san-francisco/

The Museum of Jewish 
Heritage, A Living Memorial 
to the Holocaust in New York 
will host a virtual program 
featuring Holocaust survivors 
and their family members, Am-
bassador Dani Dayan – consul 
general of Israel in New York, 
Dr. Ruth Westheimer, Michael 
Burstyn, Steven Skybell, and 
Jessica Shaw. https://mjhnyc.
org/annual-gathering-remem-
brance/

The museum is also featuring 
a social media campaign, #Can-
dlesOfRemembrance. Those who 
want to participate can take a vid-
eo or photograph of themselves 
lighting a candle in remembrance 
and saying the name of a family 
member killed in the Holocaust 
or a Holocaust survivor who has 
passed. They can upload the vid-
eo or photograph to the museum’s 
Facebook page with the hashtag.

Regardless of how one choos-
es to commemorate, whether 
through education, remembrance, 
or good deeds, communities na-
tionally embrace this opportuni-
ty to honor survivors and make a 
commitment to never forget their 
legacy.
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By Raffi Berg
“Arous on the Red Sea, a won-

derful world apart,” the glossy 
brochure says, pronouncing it 
“the diving and desert recreation 
centre of Sudan.”

Illustrated with pictures of 
putty-coloured chalets on a sun-
drenched beach, a smiling cou-
ple in scuba gear, and varieties 
of exotic fish, the advertisement 
boasts of “some of the best, 
clearest water in the world.” As 
night falls — “after the land-
scape colours have paled” — 
there are, it says, “breathtaking 
views of the heavens, aflame 
with millions of stars.”

Arous Village, on the fringe 
of spectacular coral reefs and 
the odd shipwreck, appears to 
be a diving enthusiast’s dream.

The pamphlets were printed 
in their thousands and distrib-
uted in specialist travel agents 
across Europe. Reservations 
were booked through offices in 
Geneva and Khartoum. And over 
time hundreds of guests went on 
holiday there.

It was a long trek. But once 
at the desert oasis, they enjoyed 
first-rate facilities, water sports, 
deep-sea dives and an abun-
dance of fresh food and wine. 
The visitors’ book was a cata-
logue of glowing comments.

The Sudanese International 
Tourist Corporation was also 
happy. It had leased the site 
to a group of people introduc-
ing themselves as European 
entrepreneurs, whose venture 
brought some of the first foreign 
tourists to the country.

The only thing was, unbe-
known to the guests or the au-
thorities, the Red Sea diving 
resort was entirely fake.

It was a front, set up and run 
for more than four years in the 
early 1980s by operatives from 
the Mossad, Israel’s intelligence 
agency.

They used it as a cover for 
an extraordinary humanitarian 
mission — to smuggle out thou-
sands of beleaguered Ethiopian 
Jews stranded in refugee camps 
in Sudan and evacuate them 
to Israel. Sudan was an enemy 
country tied to the Arab world, 
and it had to be done without 
anyone finding out, either there 
or at home.

The operation was so secret, 
only the people directly in-
volved knew. The agents did not 
even tell their own families. 

The Ethiopian Jews belonged 
to a community called Beta Is-
rael (House of Israel), whose 
origins are shrouded in mystery.

For many centuries, a prom-
inent theory contended they 
were descended from Israel-
ites who had accompanied a 
son of the Queen of Sheba and 
King Solomon back to Ethiopia 

around 950BC, smuggling the 
Ark of the Covenant with him. 
It has alternatively been sug-
gested they ended up there after 
fleeing civil war in ancient Isra-
el, or fled into exile after the de-
struction of the Jewish Temple 
in Jerusalem 586BC.

By the early 1970s, Israel’s 
chief rabbis officially endorsed 
the views of illustrious rabbis 
down the ages that the Beta Is-
rael belonged to one of the so-
called ten lost tribes, who disap-
peared from history following 
an invasion of the Kingdom of 
Israel in the 8th Century BC.

The Ethiopian Jews adhered 
to the Torah, practised a Bib-
lical version of Judaism, and 
prayed in buildings similar to 
synagogues. But, isolated from 
the rest of Jewry for millennia, 
they believed they were the last 
remaining Jews in the world.

In 1977 one of their members, 
Ferede Aklum, wanted by the 
Ethiopian authorities for “an-
ti-government activity” (Aklum 
was suspected of sympathising 
with rebels and of treachery for 
encouraging Jews to emigrate to 
Israel) escaped to Sudan, along 
with a wave of non-Jewish Ethi-
opian refugees fleeing civil war 
and a deepening food crisis.

He sent letters to relief agen-
cies, pleading for help to get to 
Israel, and one found its way to 
the Mossad. For the then Israe-
li Prime Minister, Menachem 
Begin - himself a refugee from 
Nazi-occupied Europe - Israel 
existed as a safe haven for Jews 
in peril. The Beta Israel were no 
exception and he ordered the in-
telligence agency to act.

The Mossad instructed one 
of its operatives, Dani, to locate 
Ferede and find a way of smug-
gling any Ethiopian Jews in Su-
dan out and on to Israel.

After a difficult search — 
“like finding a needle in a hay-
stack”, says Dani — the agent 
tracked Ferede down in Khar-
toum and the two men teamed 

up. Ferede channelled messages 
back to his community in Ethi-
opia, saying the way to Jerusa-
lem lay through Sudan, and they 
should follow his lead.

It offered the tantalising oppor-
tunity of fulfilling a 2,700-year-
old dream. In the period up to 
late 1985, some 14,000 Beta Is-
raelis took the chance and made 
the perilous 800km (500 mile) 
journey by foot.

About 1,500 of the Jewish 
refugees were killed along the 
way, perished in the squalid 
camps around Gedaref and Kas-
sala, or were abducted.

As there were no known Jews 
in Sudan, a Muslim-majority 
country, they hid their religion so 
as to blend in and not get caught 
by the Sudanese secret police. 
Despite the risk, they continued 
their Jewish practices, such as 
snuffing out fires in the camps 
before Sabbath (when Jewish 
law forbids lighting flames) and 
eating only meat which complied 
with Jewish dietary rules.

Rescue mission
Almost straight away, some 

small-scale clandestine evacua-
tions got under way, led by Dani 
and Ferede, with Ethiopian Jews 
smuggled through Khartoum 
airport to Europe on forged pa-
pers, then on to Israel. But as 
numbers grew, it became clear 
that another way was needed.

“I was thinking about the 
sea,” recalls Dani in my forth-
coming book on the operation. 
“Sudan was not like Ethiopia 
[where civil war and mountain-
ous terrain meant Jews there 
could not be transported over 
land to the coast]. If we could 
evacuate people [from Sudan] 
by the Red Sea and have a boat 
coming in, then we could do 
things on a larger scale.”

It was on a trip up Sudan’s 
coast looking for possible land-
ing beaches in late 1980 that 
Dani and another agent stum-
bled across an abandoned resort 
at Arous, about 70km (43 miles) 

north of Port Sudan.
“We saw something that 

looked to us like a mirage,” he 
says. “We saw buildings with red 
tiled roofs — [but] we were in 
Sudan, we were not somewhere 
else.”

A caretaker informed them 
that it had been run by an Italian 
company but had shut a couple 
of years earlier. He let them in-
side and showed them around.

“We understood immediately 
the meaning of this,” Dani says. 
“If we get this village we are 
kings of the land — with a thing 
like that [as a cover], the sky’s 
the limit!”

What happened next was the 
subject of the Netflix film Red 
Sea Diving Resort. Shot in Na-
mibia — where they recreated 
the resort — and South Africa, 
the film depicts the operation 
and the holiday village. It stars 
Captain America actor Chris 
Evans, whose character in the 
Netflix film is based on Dani 
(the two met when Evans was 
researching the role). Other lead 
characters are based on mem-
bers of the Mossad team recruit-
ed by Dani for the mission.

The film makes clear it is 
“inspired” (rather than based 
on) real events, leaving am-
ple room for invention. Some 
scenes loosely represent what 
happened, but some parts are 
pure Hollywood (for instance, 
no Jews were ever smuggled 
through the resort itself, and the 
Americans did not know about 
the operation, let alone airlift 
the refugees out — something 
which was done by the Israeli 
air force).

Completed in 1974 by Italian 
entrepreneurs, the resort was 
a cluster of 15 red-roofed bun-
galows, a kitchen and a large 
dining room opening out to the 
beach, a lagoon and the sea.

There was no infrastructure 
in place (not even an approach 
road), but the Italians brought in 
a generator and got fresh water 

from Port Sudan. They ran it 
quite successfully for five years, 
but after disputes with Sudanese 
officials they pulled out, and the 
resort shut a year later.

“It’s a very difficult place to 
run, if you don’t have the Mos-
sad behind you,” says an agent 
involved in the operation who 
did not wish to be identified.

Posing as the director of a 
Swiss-based tourism company 
(which did not in actual fact 
exist), Dani convinced the Su-
danese authorities that he could 
revive the resort and bring in 
tourists again. They agreed to 
let him rent it for $250,000 (ap-
prox £106,000 at the time).

Fake resort
Dani and members of his 

team spent the first year reno-
vating it. The resort was kitted 
out with Israeli-made equip-
ment, including air-condition-
ing units, outboard motors, and 
top-of-the-range water sports 
gear — including the first wind-
surfing board in Sudan — all 
smuggled into the country.

They also recruited about 15 
local staff, including chamber-
maids, waiters, a driver and a 
chef “poached” from a hotel. 
“We paid him double,” said the 
unnamed operative. None of 
the staff knew the resort’s real 
purpose, or that their Caucasian 
managers were Mossad agents.

Female members of the team 
were put in charge of the day-to 
day running of the place, which 
it was thought would lower any 
suspicions.

The diving storeroom was 
out-of-bounds. In it were con-
cealed radios the agents used 
to keep in regular contact with 
headquarters back in Tel Aviv.

While seeing to their guests 
by day, every so often at night 
a squad would leave under cov-
er of darkness and head to a 
rendezvous point 900km (560 
miles) away on the edge of Ge-
daref.There they would pick 
up groups of Ethiopian Jews, 
smuggled out of the camps by 
so-called Committee Men — a 
handful of Beta Israel recruited 
for the job.

“At first, the refugees were 
given 24 hours’ notice that they 
were going to be taken to taken 
out — they were not told where 
to but understood it was Jerusa-
lem — but eventually we could 
not give them any notice at all 
because of the risk it would leak 
out,” says Dani. “They were just 
quietly woken up and told it was 
time to leave.”

From there, a convoy of lor-
ries carrying dozens of bewil-
dered refugees drove a two-day 
journey, travelling only by night 
and hiding in a concealed wadi 
during the day.
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In the early days of the op-
eration, the vehicles would 
run through checkpoints, but 
this practice stopped when a 
guard opened fire (though he 
missed).

When the Jews disembarked 
at the wadi, they sometimes 
kissed the ground in the mistak-
en belief that they had already 
reached the holy city.

Once they got to the coast 
near the holiday village, Israeli 
navy special forces would come 
ashore on Zodiac dinghies, col-
lect the refugees and transport 
them to an Israeli ship, the INS 
Bat Galim, waiting further out at 
sea. The ship then took them to 
Israel.

“It was constantly danger-
ous,” says the unnamed oper-
ative. “We all knew that if any 
one of us got exposed, we’d end 
up hanged on gallows in the 
centre of Khartoum.”

They came close to it in March 
1982, when on the third such 
operation the group was spot-
ted in mid-transfer on the beach 
by Sudanese soldiers. Possibly 
suspecting smugglers, a soldier 
opened fire — but the Zodiacs, 
with the Ethiopians on board, 
managed to get away.

After that, it was decided 
naval evacuations were too ex-
posed, and a new plan was de-
vised. The agents were tasked 
with finding a suitable landing 
spot in the desert for C130 Her-
cules planes. The refugees were 
going to be secretly airlifted out 
of the country.

In the meantime, the Israelis 
continued to run the diving resort 
and entertain the guests. By now, 
Arous Village had earned quite a 
reputation and word spread.

“Arous was really beautiful,” 
one former American guest told 
me. “They had these lovely little 
vacation cabins and you’d go out 
on boats and go diving or snor-
kelling. The underwater scenery 
was just breathtaking.

“I remember the ‘European’ 
staff all looked young and real-
ly healthy and fit, and at dinner 
time, people would say: ‘Why 
the heck [build a resort] here?’ 
Of course, the answer was it was 
totally gorgeous and unspoilt, 
and people were saying: ‘Wow, 
I hope they can make a go of it.’”

The resort counted among 
its varied clientele an Egyptian 
army unit, a group of British 
SAS soldiers, foreign diplomats 
from Khartoum and Sudanese 
officials — all unaware of their 
hosts’ true identity.

Arous Village made enough 
money to sustain itself finan-
cially, much to the relief of the 
accountants back at Mossad HQ. 
Some of the takings were used to 
buy or rent the lorries that took 
the refugees.

Airlifted to safety
Meanwhile, the airlifts got 

under way. Israeli air force 
planners identified an aban-
doned World War Two British 
airfield not far from the coast, 
and in May 1982 the first Her-
cules, carrying Israeli comman-
dos, landed there in the dead of 
night.

“Many of the Ethiopian Jews 
had never even seen a lorry be-
fore, so to them the commandos 
waving green stick lights looked 
like aliens, and they were afraid 
to go inside [the plane],” recalls 
Dani.

After two airlifts however, 
the Mossad discovered Suda-
nese authorities had got wind 
of suspicious activity and were 
planning an ambush. The team 
was then instructed to find more 
inconspicuous landing sites.

They identified suitable lo-
cations much nearer Gedaref, 
which had the advantage of 
reducing the time on the road 
with the refugees to a couple of 
hours. The downside was “they 
weren’t airstrips, they were just 
a piece of desert.” according to 
the unnamed agent.

“The strips were hardly lit,” 
he says. “We had just ten tiny 
infrared lights and the C130 pi-
lots had to find us without nav-
igational aids and after a long, 
tedious flight, in pitch black.

“By comparison, Entebbe 
was a piece of cake as far as fly-
ing’s concerned,” he says, refer-
ring to the daring hostage rescue 
in Uganda in 1976, which saw 
an Israeli Hercules land at the 
airport in a surprise raid and fly 
out again with more than 100 
people freed by commandos.

Despite the complexities and 
potentially catastrophic conse-
quences of failure, 17 clandes-
tine flights were carried out, 
coordinated by the agents of the 
Red Sea diving resort.

Towards the end of 1984, 
famine was declared in Sudan, 
and it was decided to further es-
calate the evacuations.

With intervention from the 
United States, and a large pay-
ment, Sudan’s president, Gen 
Jaafar Nimeiri, agreed to let 
Jewish refugees be flown di-
rectly out from Khartoum to 
Europe. He did so on condition 
of total secrecy, so as to avoid 
repercussions from the rest of 
the Arab world.

In a series of 28 covert air-
lifts, on a Boeing aircraft lent 
by a Jewish Belgian airline 
owner, 6,380 Ethiopian Jews 
were flown to Brussels and then 
straight on to Israel. The airlift 
was codenamed Operation Mo-
ses.
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Ethiopian Jews eating on board an Israeli Navy ship



The story gets out
Newspapers around the world 

ran the story on 5 January 1985, 
and Sudan immediately stopped 
the flights. It publicly denied 
any involvement, dismissing 
allegations it had colluded with 
Israel as a “Zionist-Ethiopian 
plot.”

Two months later, following 
a direct request by then U.S. 
Vice-President George Bush, a 
further, final secret airlift from 
Sudan was allowed by Nimeiri 
to take out the 492 Ethiopian 
Jews stranded by the abrupt 
halt of Operation Moses. Al-
though Nimeiri insisted that 
they be flown to Europe, the 
planes took them straight to 
Israel.

The Mossad continued run-
ning the holiday village, keep-
ing it available as an undercov-
er option. Despite a pause in 
operations, the agents still had 
to cater for the influx of guests, 
and even flew in more opera-
tives at Easter time to help at 
the resort when it was full.

Outside, the atmosphere was 
changing. Street protests against 
Nimeiri which had begun in 
March escalated, and on 6 April 
1985, the president was over-
thrown by army officers. It was 
a turn of events that imperilled 
the operatives at the village.

The new military junta turned 
its sights on flushing out Mos-
sad spies, real or imaginary, to 
burnish its credentials in the 
Arab world.

The head of the Mossad gave 
the order to evacuate the resort. 
Banking on it being safer to 
wait until the end of the busy 
Easter week, the team stayed 
put. Then, at an opportune mo-
ment, they told staff they were 
leaving for a couple of days to 

look for new diving spots.
“Six of us left the diving 

village in two vehicles before 
dawn,” says another of the 
agents, who also requested an-
onymity. “A C130 landed to the 
north, on a landing spot we had 
never used before. We got on it 
and came home.

“There were tourists in the 
village,” he says. “They would 
have woken up and found them-
selves alone in the desert. The 
local staff were still there, but 
no-one else — the diving in-
structor, the lady manager and 

so on, all the Caucasians had 
disappeared.”

When the plane landed at an 
air-force base outside Tel Aviv, 
they drove out in the same Su-
danese vehicles they had board-
ed with.

In the wake of the agents’ 
sudden departure, the diving 
village shut down.

Over the course of the next 
six years, more operations fol-
lowed, bringing in total almost 
18,000 Beta Israel to begin a 
new life in the Jewish state.

As for Ferede Aklum, his 
cover had been compromised in 
1980 and he was smuggled out 
to Israel. When he died in 2009, 

heads and former heads of the 
Mossad, along with thousands 
of Ethiopian Israelis, attend-
ed his funeral. He was — and 
remains — to them, a national 
hero.

“He was like a brother to 
me,” says Dani. “Without him, 
and the valour of the Ethiopian 
Jews, none of this would have 
happened.

“It was like two big wheels 
[which] met - one was the old 
Ethiopian Jews’ dream to go 
back to Jerusalem, and the oth-
er one was the Israeli Jews that 

came to help them fulfil this - it 
was the fusion of wheels that 
was the strength of this opera-
tion — that is why nobody ever 
gave up.”

This story was first published 
on 19 April 2018. It has been 
updated to reflect the release of 
the Netflix film and to include 
fresh details about the Mossad 

operation.
This story appears in BBC 

News and has been reprinted 
with permission from the author.  
British spellings have been re-
tained. All photos are subject to 
copyright. 
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Overbooked Takes Us on a 
Journey
by Debby Block

The fourth selection of the 
Overbooked Book and Author 
Series about strong women in 
extraordinary circumstances is 
the compelling and unforgetta-
ble “Donna Has Left the Build-
ing” by Susan Jane Gilman. This 
novel definitely takes us on an 
extraordinary journey and keeps 
us laughing along the way! The 

45-year-old Donna Koczynski 
has been shaken to her core, and 
she sets off on an impromptu 
journey to reclaim her former 
life as a punk rocker. Her mis-
adventures are alternately hilar-
ious, heartbreaking, and deeply 
disturbing. Author Susan Jane 
Gilman explains that in classic 
literature such as “Don Quixo-
te” or “The Odyssey,” the male 
heroes embark on journeys and 
behave badly along the way. 
Gilman set out to take this ar-
chetypal tale and write about a 
modern-day woman.

In two short two weeks, Don-
na goes from being a homemaker 
in Detroit to reconnecting with 
her high school lover and even 
landing penniless in jail. Donna 
is stripped of every modern-day 
convenience, including all tech-
nology. It is an extraordinary 
adventure that brings the defini-
tion “white privilege” into stark 
reality. 

Finally, our tragic heroine 
travels to Greece to rescue her 
college-age daughter. While 
in Greece, Donna becomes in-
volved with saving and feeding 
Syrian refugees. This act of tik-

kun olam (repairing the world) is 
what ultimately redeems Donna 
and helps her recognize her own 
worth in the world. 

After you read this book, you 
will definitely be eager to talk to 
Susan Jane Gilman! Our virtual 
book talk with Gilman will take 
place on Wednesday, April 21 at 
8 p.m.

Please register at www.jew-
ishcharlotte.org.

Signed books and assorted 
goodies will be available for pur-
chase ($20) in our Book Lover’s 
Care Package. Feedback about 
the care packages has been over-
whelmingly positive, so reserve 
yours today!

Alternatively, you may borrow 
a copy of “Donna Has Left the 
Building” from the Levine-Sk-
lut Judaic Library. Call to reserve 
your copy at (704) 944-6783.

“Gilman’s writing is ra-
zor-sharp and propulsive as her 
protagonist maintains her wry 
humor about her situation while 
probing underlying questions 
about self-identity, friendship, 
love, and more with sensitivity 
and grace.” Booklist

A Monthly Women’s Book And Author Series

Overbooked:
Strong Women, Extraordinary Circumstances

APR 21
New York Times bestselling 
author Susan Jane Gilman turns 
the classic trope of male 
mid-life crisis on its head in this 
hilarious tale of former 
wild-girl Donna’s search to 
reclaim her youth after a 
mid-life disaster.  In the 
process, Donna unexpectedly 
finds a spiritual awakening 
through Tikkun Olam (repairing 
the world). This novel is 
irresistibly funny, smart, and 
surprisingly powerful. 

Mossad agents (in background) at Arous with boats used for guests 
as well as for smuggling Jews

Red Sea Spies 
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Ethiopian Jews in Sudan, 1983



Each year at the end of Jan-
uary, I look forward to reading 
about the National Jewish Book 
Council Award winners. And 
because our Center for Jewish 
Education Book Club primar-
ily reads fiction, I am most in-
terested in the winners in three 
particular categories. This year 
it’s especially gratifying to me 
that three of the books on our 
2021 Book Club list are among 
the winners!

“The Book of Lost Names” 
— finalist in the book club cat-
egory

“Apeirogon” — winner in 
the fiction category

“Florence Adler Swims For-
ever” — winner in the debut 
fiction category

The winner of the book club 
category is “The Lost Shtetl: A 
Novel” by Max Gross, and since 
I haven’t read it, it’s now at the 
top of my own reading list. I 
have read three of the finalists in 
the book club category, the most 
recent being “Hannah’s War” 
by Jan Eliasberg, which I high-
ly recommend. It is the story of 
Dr. Hannah Weiss, a brilliant 
Jewish scientist who is on the 
brink of the most important sci-
entific discovery of the 20th cen-
tury — the splitting of the atom. 

Because Hannah is a woman 
and a Jew, and lives under the 
Third Reich, she is belittled by 
her German colleagues who 
steal her research. Her charac-
ter is based on Dr. Lise Meitner, 
the woman who discovered nu-
clear fission. Dr. Meitner’s sci-
entific partner erased her name 
and was awarded the Nobel 
Prize for the discovery the two 
made together. “Hannah’s War” 
is a fast-moving, gripping spy 
thriller. Make sure you clear 
your calendar for two days be-
cause you won’t be able to put 
it down!

“The Book of Lost Names” 
by Kristen Harmel is also at 
the top of my list of books to 
recommend. Inspired by an as-
tonishing true story from World 
War II, a young woman with 
a talent for forgery helps hun-
dreds of Jewish children flee 
from the Nazis to safety in Swit-
zerland. Eva Traube Abrams be-
comes an important member of 
the French Resistance when she 
risks her own life to create false 
identities and documents to 
save so many. It’s a wonderful 
book with well-drawn charac-
ters and a sensitive, multitiered 
love story.

“The Yellow Bird Sings: A 
Novel” by Jennifer Rosner is a 
third finalist in the book club 
category. It is the suspenseful 
and heartbreaking story of a 
mother and her child-prodigy 
daughter who struggle to sur-
vive the Holocaust by telling 
stories and remembering the 
power of music. After reading 
“The Yellow Bird Sings,” I im-
mediately thought it would be a 
great choice for our book club. 
However, during the pandemic, 
our members are more inclined 
to read uplifting books, so “The 
Yellow Bird Sings” will make 
our list, but it will have to wait 
until 2022!

Our Center for Jewish Ed-
ucation is a member of the 

Jewish Book Council, a very 
worthwhile organization. The 
National Jewish Book Awards 
were inaugurated in 1950. This 
awards program is the lon-
gest-running North American 
one of its kind and is recognized 
as the most prestigious. For a 
complete list of the winners and 
finalists, please visit. www.jew-
ishbookcouncil.org and click on 
National Jewish Book Awards 
Virtual Ceremony. Because the 
CJN readership is so varied, 
readers will be able to identify 
those books of most interest to 
them.  

“The Lost Shtetl: A Novel” by Max 
Gross is the National Jewish Book 
Council Award winner in book club 
category
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~ Sue’s Bookshelf ~
By Sue Littauer

Sue Littauer A Monthly Women’s Book And Author Series

Add These To Your Calendar ASAP!

Overbooked:
Strong Women, Extraordinary Circumstances

Donna Has Left
the Building
Susan Gilman

Apr 21

The Boys Club
Erica Katz

May 12

What We
Will Become
Mimi Lemay

Jun 2

Follow CJN on Facebook
www.Facebook.com/CharlotteJewishNews



By David H. Rosenthal
Are you interested in im-

proving your life and the lives 
of others? How can you con-
tribute to a better future for the 
environment? Though it is chal-
lenging to get the environment 
to the top of everyone’s priority 
list, we hope that even the most 
skeptical among us will see the 
benefits of a greener economy 
for health, wealth, and well-be-
ing.

Admittedly, we are currently 
facing myriad challenges; how-
ever, these are not insurmount-
able. In many areas, change has 
accelerated rapidly, whereas in 
others, change has occurred at a 
much slower pace. 

The topics of environmental 

consciousness, climate change 
mitigation, and clean energy 
have been elevated to the high-
est levels of leadership. People 
have been working on climate 
change and nature restoration 
for many years. They know 
what we need to do, and they 
know the sooner we act, the eas-
ier it will be. 

The changes required are 
not just in a few green sectors; 
we are talking about holistic 
change. This means changing 
the entire economy, reframing 
our perspective, and using in-
vestment and policy to reward 
people and businesses for deci-
sions resulting in a reduced car-
bon footprint, restoring, rather 
than depleting, nature. At the 

heart of the matter are public 
policy makers, many not acting 
at the speed or scale required 
because they think the public 
wants them to focus on other 
matters. How can we make the 
environment a top priority?
• Reframe our mindset.
• Pioneer new ways of pro-
ducing goods and food in the 
agricultural and manufacturing 
sectors.
• Invest in our economy so 
businesses are competitive, not 
based on low wages, but on 
employee stewardship, high-de-
sign, engineering, and smart use 
of resources — all the compo-
nents required to succeed in not 
only a green economy but in 
any economy.

• Invest in housing and trans-
portation infrastructure across 
all markets — rural, urban, and 
suburban.
• Communicate  urgency.  
Reach out more widely to pro-
vide education on environmen-
tal topics so we come together 
as a community in these efforts.

How does a green econo-
my improve our health, our 
well-being, and our quality of 
life? How will it deliver bet-
ter jobs, a better economy, and 
more opportunities?
• By coupling climate risk with 
nature risk. Risk associated with 
species loss and habitat loss are 
largely driven by irresponsible 
patterns of consumption and 
production. If we deal with these 

risks now, we can preserve na-
ture while mitigating and bet-
ter adapting to climate change. 
Some UK calculations indicate 
that every one pound spent on its 
forests, wetlands, and biodiversi-
ty generates four to nine pounds 
in social and economic benefits. 
Amazing return on investment!
• By improving historically 
“dirty industries” like construc-
tion and manufacturing. En-
couraging investment in water, 
energy, material efficiency, and 
products that last longer and 
produce less waste will gener-
ate better quality, highly skilled 
jobs.
• By implementing social and 
economic policies benefitting the 
general population.

Much work is yet to be done, 
work that is not somebody else’s 
job — it’s our job! So what can 
we do? We can begin by edu-
cating ourselves and others. Re-
sources like The Global Com-
mission on the Economy and 
Climate and its flagship project, 
The New Climate Economy 
(https://newclimateeconomy.
net/), examine how countries can 
achieve economic growth while 
addressing the risks posed by 
climate change. The Commis-
sion comprises former heads of 
government and finance minis-
ters and leaders in the fields of 
economics and business. We can 
become involved and engaged at 
the local level in activities and 
events — involving your fami-
ly, friends, and neighbors. Vol-
unteering with Shalom Green to 
support the Shalom Park Com-
munity Garden is a great place to 
start! Let’s be trailblazers, gen-
erating energy around a green 
economy. Together we can make 
a difference.

Jewish tradition teaches the 
importance of caring for the en-
vironment, for we must act as 
partners in preserving creation. 
If you are interested in support-
ing Shalom Green or have ideas 
for educational programming, 
please contact us at info@sha-
lomgreenCLT.org. Like us on 
Facebook, follow us on Twitter 
and Instagram @ShalomGreen_
CLT, and visit our website at 
www.shalomgreenCLT.org.
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By Renee Ghert-Zand
February 17, 2021 (JTA)

It turns out the coronavirus 
pandemic has had an unexpect-
ed silver lining for Americans 
contemplating making aliyah: 
the normalization of working 
remotely.

To be sure, the technology that 
makes it possible in certain in-
stances to work an American job 
while living in Israel has existed 
for years. But for many U.S. em-
ployers, the idea of allowing peo-
ple to move their job overseas for 
personal reasons was a nonstart-
er. Then came the COVID era 
and, with it, the massive shift to 
remote work.

“With so many people work-
ing from home, no one is even 
thinking about where you are,” 
said David Gardner, an attorney 
who immigrated to Israel from 
Los Angeles in 2020.

That has opened up opportu-
nities for Americans who wish 
to move their U.S.-based jobs to 
Israel.

“We’ve seen an increasing 
trend of people bringing their 
jobs with them to Israel, and it 
picked up a lot since COVID,” 
said Rachel Berger, vice presi-
dent of employment at Nefesh 
B’Nefesh, the organization that 
assists with immigration to Isra-
el from North America in part-
nership with Israel’s Ministry 
of Aliyah and Integration, the 
Jewish Agency, Keren Kayemeth 
LeIsrael, and JNF-USA. “With 
American offices emptying out 
and people working from home, 
employers are more open to re-
mote work.”

The change has opened up 
new possibilities for some busi-
ness owners, too.

“With people working from 

different parts of the world, we 
can spread our searches more 
broadly and seek out the best 
talent,” said Azi (Alan) Cutter, 
CEO of a New York-based dig-
ital recruiting firm, AC Lion, 
which he runs from Israel. Cut-
ter immigrated in 2018. The 
“distributed workforce” model 
is here to stay, he said.

Myriad benefits accrue to 
immigrants who move to Israel 
while keeping their U.S. jobs. 
Among them, doing so elimi-
nates the stress of finding a job 
upon arrival or securing one be-
forehand, and the immigrants 
can keep their U.S. salaries and 
preserve seniority in their current 
firm.

But working from Israel does 
require planning. If you’re think-
ing about making the move, here 
are a few key tips to make the 
transition to working abroad as 
seamless as possible.

Managing your finances
When earning dollars in a 

shekel economy, you’ll need to 
set up your finances wisely to 
maximize benefits and limit costs 
and risk.

Exchange Rate: Currency 
fluctuations mean your spend-
ing power will rise and fall with 
the fate of the U.S. dollar, which 
recently hit a 24-year low against 
the shekel. If possible, address 
the exchange rate during salary 
negotiations before leaving the 
U.S., perhaps securing an agree-
ment from your boss to revisit 
your salary level when the ex-
change rate changes to your det-
riment or locking in a salary floor 
below which it cannot go.

“I didn’t do either of those 
things, and I wish I had,” said 
Rivka Tauber, a consultant who 
immigrated to Jerusalem from 

New York in October.
Banking: Will your salary be 

deposited in your U.S. bank ac-
count or your Israeli account? 
The Israel-based payroll com-
pany Route 38 can arrange for 
automatic conversion of your 
salary, or a portion thereof, into 
shekels and deposit it into your 
Israeli bank account. But you 
may lose a chunk of money on 
fees.

If your salary goes into your 
U.S. account, you’ll need to 
figure out a regular way to turn 
that into shekels while minimiz-
ing fees. Chances are your U.S. 
bank can do it, but you might get 
an unfavorable exchange rate or 
need to pay fees.

Whichever U.S. bank you use, 
make sure it can actually perform 
transfers to Israel.

“Not all U.S. banks, such as 
small credit unions, are willing 
to do online transfers to Israel. 
And things can vary from branch 

to branch at a bank,” said Doron 
Seitz, CEO of IsraTransfer, a Je-
rusalem-based currency transfer 
company that guarantees secu-
rity and offers better rates than 
most banks.

For everyday expenses, 
Charles Schwab offers a no-
fee ATM card that can be used 
overseas to draw shekels from 
a dollar account without con-
version fees. However, the dai-
ly maximum withdrawal limit 
of $1,000 means you probably 
won’t be able to use it to buy a 
car or an apartment. Capital One 
also offers a no-fee ATM card for 
use overseas.

Credit cards: You’ll definite-
ly need an Israeli credit card 
because foreign credit cards 
don’t work with certain Israeli 
vendors. But using a U.S. credit 
card with no overseas transaction 
fees is a smart way to draw on 
U.S. funds for spending in shek-
els, and U.S. credit cards tend to 

have better rewards programs 
than Israeli ones.

If you don’t want to pay an an-
nual fee, Capital One and Bank 
of America both offer decent 
rewards cards. If you’re a big 
spender, you might want to go 
with a card from Chase Sapphire 
or Citi Premier, which charge 
annual fees but have more ag-
gressive rewards programs and 
sign-up bonuses. Credit card 
companies are constantly chang-
ing their offerings, so make sure 
to do some research before mak-
ing your choice.

Taxation: Because you’ll be 
living in Israel but earning from 
a U.S. employer, you’ll have tax 
obligations in both countries. As-
suming you spend most of your 
time in Israel, you’ll have to pay 
your Israeli tax obligations ahead 
of any U.S. ones.

There is a U.S.-Israel tax trea-
ty to prevent double taxation on 
your earned income, but you’ll 
have to keep track of the work 
you do while in Israel and out-
side the country.

Be sure to find a good ac-
countant for both your Israeli 
and U.S. tax obligations, even if 
it means working with two dif-
ferent accountants.

Philip Stein, CEO of Philip 
Stein & Associates, an account-
ing firm that assists individuals 
and companies in Israel with 
U.S. tax compliance, recom-
mends discussing “permanent 
establishment” with your em-
ployer. This is a taxation con-
cept whereby the profits of a 
U.S.-based company with an 
employee who is in Israel for 
more than six months could be 
subject to Israeli taxation.

“There are legal ways to deal 
with this, but you don’t want 
your company to be surprised 
by it,” Stein said.

Be aware that there is double 
taxation on U.S. Social Security 

The Charlotte Jewish News - April 2021 - Page 10

Premier Concierge  
Property Management

www. ro skindhomes . com

Hunter Roskind
Realtor®/Broker

If you or anyone you know have 
a property in need of a property 

manager, please call me at:

980.288.5616
hroskind@gmail.com

Richard Roskind
Realtor®/Broker
LICENSED IN NC & SC

704.905.6175
rcroskind@aol.com

Brokerage 
Residential & Commercial

How to Move to Israel While Working Remotely 
for a U.S. Employer

(Continued on page 11)



and Israeli National Insurance 
(Bituach Leumi). This might 
mean it makes more sense for 
you to convert your U.S. payroll 
employment to contractor status 
if possible.

With this and all other matters, 
it’s crucial to plan ahead and con-
sult with a professional to help 
you figure out how to lower your 
tax exposure overall.

“Have these conversations be-
fore you get on the plane,” Stein 
said.

Facebook groups like Nefesh 
B’Nefesh Community and Liv-
ing Financially Smarter in Is-
rael are good places to crowd-
source answers to any questions 
that might come up.

Staying connected
Phone: Keeping your U.S. 

phone number may be crucial 
to running your business. Fortu-
nately there are various ways you 
can keep it in Israel without con-
tinuing to pay hefty fees to a U.S. 
carrier. Israeli companies such as 
TCS Telecom and Annatel offer 
plans that let your U.S. number 
ring to your Israeli phone. You 
can also port your number to 
Google Voice and have that for-
ward to your Israeli phone.

Calling the United States from 
Israel is usually pretty inexpen-
sive, or you can do it for free 
from your desktop using Gmail’s 
phone function.

Gardner, the attorney who re-
cently moved to Israel from Los 
Angeles, has clients book phone 
appointments with him during 
his work hours via an answer-
ing service or the free Setmore 
scheduling app.

Mail: While you should re-
duce your U.S. mail clutter as 
much as possible, shifting all 
your statements to online deliv-
ery, chances are you’ll still need 
a U.S. address to receive mail. 
Ideally, find a trusted friend or 
family member to agree to re-
ceive and handle any incoming 
mail so you can be alerted about 
anything important. You can also 
sign up through the U.S. Postal 
Service for free electronic pre-
view of the exterior of all in-
coming mail to see what you’re 
receiving.

Be prepared to work U.S. 
hours

Israel is seven hours ahead 
of the East Coast and 10 ahead 
of the Pacific Time zone. That 
means you’re likely to work 
many late nights. So pace your-
self. Think about shifting some 
of your family time to daylight 
hours. Try to carve out a no-call 
window in the evening so you 
can have dinner with your fam-
ily and do bedtime with young 
children.

Many employees work out a 
plan with their bosses for specific 
times when they are or are not 
available.

“We call being available 
during specific windows of time 
‘overlapping,’” said Yehuda 
Freilich, CEO of Outsourcing to 
Israel, a firm that finds remote 
staffing solutions in Israel for 
U.S. companies.

If you’re Sabbath observant, 
reserve Thursday nights for 
work: Given the onset of Shab-
bat on Fridays, Thursday night 
may be your last chance to con-
duct business with the U.S. until 
the following Monday evening, 
when the U.S. workweek re-
sumes.

On the plus side, you’ll have 
your mornings free to devote 
time to personal hobbies or fit-
ness, do household chores, so-

cialize, or just catch up on work. 
And your Sundays will be wide 
open.

When negotiating with your 
boss, don’t forget to work out a 
plan for the differences between 
Israeli and U.S. holidays.

Set up an appropriate work 
space

Wherever you choose to live 
in Israel, make sure you have a 
good work setup — either a ded-
icated room at home or an office 
you rent outside home.

When on video calls, some 
people are careful not to let any-
thing in the background indicate 
they’re in Israel — like a glimpse 
of Jerusalem stone or a window 
that will show darkness when it’s 
daytime in America.

“Where I am is a distraction, 
so I don’t bring it up if it is not 
necessary when speaking with 

clients,” said Gardner, the law-
yer. “And as far as working with 
colleagues, I see no difference 
between calling or Zooming in 
than popping into the office next 
door.”

Even if you don’t want to 
advertise the fact that you’re in 
Israel, never lie about it — either 
to your employer or a client.

Perhaps most importantly 
when working remotely from 
Israel, don’t forget to get out and 
interact with people (safely, of 
course, given COVID) and find 
ways to enjoy your new home! 
Take a hike, sign up for a Hebrew 
ulpan language class, or try out 

your local hummus joint. The 
Jewish people waited millennia 
for their homeland. Make it your 
own.

This article was sponsored by 
and produced in partnership with 
Nefesh B’Nefesh, which in coop-
eration with Israel’s Ministry of 
Aliyah, The Jewish Agency, KKL, 
and JNF-USA is minimizing the 
professional, logistical, and so-
cial obstacles of aliyah and has 
brought more than 65,000 olim 
from North America and the 
United Kingdom for nearly two 
decades. This article was pro-
duced by JTA’s native content 
team.
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How to Move To Israel Continued

(Continued from page 10)

News of Israel’s Achievements and
Heartwarming Stories from the Jewish 
State.
In March's edition: Israel re-opens to millions of vaccinated and 
recovered Israelis.

Read and subscribe to receive more good news in your inbox each 
month at www.verygoodnews.israel.blogspot.com.



By Howard Olshansky, Executive 
Director, Jewish Family Services

Psychologists define resil-
ience as the process of adapting 
well in the face of adversity, 
trauma, tragedy, threats, or sig-
nificant sources of stress — such 
as family and relationship prob-
lems, serious health problems, 
or workplace and financial 
stressors…or living through a 
pandemic that has completely 
upended everything in your life.

Being resilient doesn’t mean 
that a person won’t experience 
difficulty or distress. People who 
have suffered major adversity or 
trauma in their lives commonly 
experience emotional pain and 
stress. According to the Amer-
ican Psychological Association 
(APA), resilience isn’t a person-
ality trait that only some people 
possess. Resilience involves be-
haviors, thoughts, and actions 
anyone can learn and develop.

The APA has recommended 
certain strategies to increase your 
capacity for resilience:

Make your relationships a 
priority 

 Connect with those who are 

empathetic and understanding 
and can remind you you’re not 
alone amid difficulties. 

Join a group
Some people find that being 

active in civic groups, faith-
based communities, or other lo-
cal organizations provides social 
support and can help you reclaim 
hope. 

Take care of your body
Self-care is an important 

practice for mental health and 
for building resilience. Positive 
lifestyle factors like proper nutri-
tion, ample sleep, hydration, and 
regular exercise can strengthen 
your body to adapt to stress and 
reduce the toll of emotions like 
anxiety or depression.

Practice mindfulness
Mindful journaling, yoga, 

and other spiritual practices like 
prayer or meditation can also 
help people build connections 
and restore hope.

Avoid negative outlets
It may be tempting to mask 

your pain with alcohol, drugs, 
or other substances, but that’s 
like putting a bandage on a deep 

wound. 
Help others
Whether you volunteer or sim-

ply support a friend in need, you 
can garner a sense of purpose and 
foster self-worth, which can em-
power you to grow in resilience.

Become goal oriented
Developing some realistic 

goals enables you to move to-
ward the things you want to ac-
complish.

Look for opportunities for 
self-discovery

People often find that they 
have grown in some respect as 
a result of a struggle. For exam-
ple, after a tragedy or hardship, 
people have reported better rela-
tionships and a greater sense of 
strength. That can increase their 
sense of self-worth.

Keep things in perspective
The way you think influences 

how you feel and how resilient 
you are when faced with obsta-
cles. Replace irrational thinking 
with a more balanced and realis-
tic thinking pattern. For instance, 
you may not be able to change 
what happened as a result of the 

pandemic, but you can change 
how you respond and move for-
ward.

Accept change
Accept that change is a part of 

life. Certain goals or ideals may 
no longer be attainable as a result 
of adverse situations in your life. 
Accepting circumstances that 
cannot be changed can help you 
focus on circumstances that you 
can alter.

Maintain a hopeful outlook
It’s hard to be positive when 

life isn’t going your way. An op-
timistic outlook empowers you 
to expect that good things will 
happen to you. Try visualizing 
what you want rather than wor-
rying about what you fear. 

Learn from your past
By looking back at who or 

what was helpful in previous 
times of distress, you may dis-
cover how you can respond ef-
fectively to new difficult situa-
tions. Remind yourself of where 
you’ve been able to find strength 
and ask yourself what you’ve 
learned from those experiences.

Getting help when you need 

it is crucial in building your 
resilience

A licensed mental health pro-
fessional can assist people in de-
veloping an appropriate strategy 
for moving forward. It is import-
ant to get professional help if you 
feel you are unable to function 
as well as you would like or 
perform basic activities of daily 
living because of a traumatic or 
other stressful life experience.

If you are interested in learn-
ing more, join Friendship Circle 
and Jewish Family Services on 
May 6 as they host a special pro-
gram on resilience highlighted 
by hearing from members of our 
community who have demon-
strated resilience through their 
own personal challenges.
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Resilience: A Learned Skill



By Rachel Green
Each April, you may have no-

ticed brightly colored blue and 
silver pinwheels around Char-
lotte, planted in the ground near 
government buildings, public 
parks, schools, and businesses. 
These “pinwheel gardens” have 
been planted each year since 
2008 to recognize Child Abuse 
Prevention Awareness Month. 
The pinwheel is chosen as a sym-
bol of childhood, and according 
the Mecklenburg County Child 
Abuse Prevention Team website, 
“Shining in the sun, the pinwheel 
is reflective of the bright, healthy 
future all children deserve.” Jew-
ish Family Services (JFS) has 
been a member of the committee 
tasked with the planning of Child 
Abuse Prevention Month for the 
past several years and works 
with other community organiza-
tions to plan the planting of more 
than 50 pinwheel gardens. This 
year, Shalom Park will plant a 
pinwheel garden located across 
from the front of the Levine 
Jewish Community Center near 
the parking structure. JFS will 
also host a pinwheel garden in 
Pineville at Lake Park as part 
of the JFS Pineville community 
outreach program. 

The pinwheel gardens will 
also be promoted online through 
the #passthepinwheel campaign. 
The community is invited to take 

a selfie in front of a pinwheel 
garden or an artistic shot of the 
pinwheels and post it to social 
media with the #passthepinwheel 
to spread awareness and visibili-
ty for the campaign. JFS will be 
planting the Shalom Park Pin-
wheel Garden on April 2. Will 
you #passthepinwheel? 

Bringing awareness to the is-
sue of child abuse prevention is 
essential every year — and now 
more than ever. The COVID-19 
pandemic has increased stress 
and isolation for families. Chil-
dren are spending more time at 
home and less time in the com-
munity where support may be 
more readily available. School, 
places of worship, after-school 
sports, and other activities can 

act as safety zones for children 
and are often where child abuse 
is identified and reported. Ac-
cording to the Mecklenburg 
Department of Social Services, 
reports of suspected child abuse 
have decreased by 40% during 
the pandemic, largely the result 
of children not being in school 
and decreases in children’s medi-
cal appointments, the two largest 
reporters of suspected abuse.

Many people may wonder 
what they can do to help. How 
can  one person do anything to 
prevent child abuse? The mes-
sage from Prevent Child Abuse 
North Carolina and the Mecklen-
burg County Prevention team is 
clear; everyone plays a part. The 
campaign #ConnectionsMat-

ter  promotes the concept that 
you don’t have to be the parent 
to prevent child abuse. In fact, 
a child making a connection in 
the community with neighbors, 
teachers, janitors and other 
school staff in school or religious 
school, coaches on sports teams, 
or many other positive connec-
tions can all have meaningful 
and lasting effects on kids and 
families. 

In addition to bringing aware-
ness to the general issue of child 
abuse prevention and promot-
ing how to #beaconnection, the 
Mecklenburg County Prevention 
Team also provides hands-on 
tools for parents to help keep 
their own children safe. For ex-
ample, talking with your children 
about the difference between 
“secrets” and “surprises” is im-
portant so that your child knows 
to tell you whether anyone ever 
asks him or her to keep a secret 
from you. Also important is to 
empower children to decide who 
they want to give or receive a 
hug from and from whom they 
may prefer a handshake (or in 
current times, an elbow shake!). 
By having open and honest dia-
logue with your children, child 
abuse prevention and awareness 
can start at home. For more tips 
like these, visit the Mecklenburg 
County Prevention Team website 
at  https://www.meck4kids.org. 

JFS offers a range services to 
help support parents and fami-
lies. Triple P Parenting individ-
ual and workshop sessions can 
provide parents tools for address-
ing behaviors in a positive and 
effective manner. According to 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), it is im-
portant to build on a family’s pro-
tective factors or area of strength. 
“Protective factors may lessen 
the likelihood of children being 
abused or neglected. Identifying 
and understanding protective 
factors are equally as important 
as researching risk factors.” The 
CDC lists both nurturing parent-
ing skills and parental education 
as two core “family protective 
factors” for child abuse and ne-
glect. Through parenting classes 
and sessions, family counseling 
and support, JFS is here to help 
the community. 

If you or someone you know 
needs support, please contact 
JFS. We are here to help. (704) 
364-6594. 
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Pinwheel Garden Recognizes Child Abuse 
Prevention Awareness

Volunteers:  Rick Abrams, Marko Alkan, Jack Allweil,  Marcia Arnholt,  Mike Arnholt, 
Bill Brightman, Alex Catenazzo, Joshua Catenazzo, Suzy Catennazo, Dan Coblenz, 
Jonathan Collman, Andrea Cronson, Julie Dermack, Sheryl Effren, Terri Fishman,  Rachel 
Friedman, Rob Friedman, Meredith Gartner, Marty Goldfarb,  Jennifer Golynsky, Gail 
Halverson, Bob Jacobson, Jodie Joseph (and Lester), Elliot and Stephanie Krietman, 
Marcia Lampert, Miriam Levenson, Linda Leviel, Adam Levy, Kim Levy, Matt Luftglass, 
Bobbie Mabe, Gene Marx,  Frada Mozenter, Julie Novak, Lisa O’Brien, Wendy Petricoff, 
Barbara Rein, Michelle Rivkovich, Nina Rose, Lynne Sheffer, Janice Shubin, Louis 
Sinkoe, Lorin Stiefel, Ken Stern, Steve Teich, Jan Weiner, Amanda Zaidman

Circle of Generous Hearts:  Phyllis Berlin, Sharon Cavanaugh, Sara Friedman, Judy 
Kaufman, Penny Krieger, Andy McCleary. Marcia Stern, Joyce Stoll, Lori Trapani, Elyssa 
Vining, Emily Vining, Scott Vining, Lynda White

Special Thanks: We appreciate the volunteers who baked Hamantashen for our seniors 
and pantry clients and to all who delivered Shalach Manot for Purim.

Food Pantry Donations: Thank you to our wonderful community for continuously 
donating items to the JFS food pantry. The donations have been incredible, and we 
appreciate everyone’s generosity. 

Get Well Soon Audrey 
Madans
Suly Chenkin
Get Well Soon Ruth 
Goldberg
Suly Chenkin
Happy Anniversary 
Robert and Joyce Stoll
Rebeca Usadi
In appreciation of Kevin 
Levine and Louis Sinkoe
Michael and Jill Sisskind
In honor of Penny 
Krieger 
Phyllis Berlin
In honor of Philip and 
Lauren Stark
Bob Jacobson
Edward Rose
In honor of Haven Lail 
and Sheri Stock
Bob Jacobson
Edward Rose

In memory of Bob 
Guggenheim
Gary Silverstein
In memory of Carol Lisk
Stanley and Judy August
In memory of David 
Lurie
Gary Silverstein
In memory of Herb 
Adelman
Leonard and Karen Fox
In memory of Irvin Levy
Jeffery and Janey Ganoung
In memory of Lorraine 
Peck
David and Debby Block
In memory of Richard 
Coates
Robert and Mary Rothkopf
Mazel Tov on the birth of 
Nella Orland
Steve and Susan Meyer

JFS Monthly Acknowledgments
March 2021

JFS Monthly Tributes
March 2021



By Talli Dippold, 
Director of Jewish Life
Associate Director, Stan Green-
spon Center for Peace and So-
cial Justice
Five years ago this spring, we 
began building the Stan Green-
spon Center for Peace and Social 
Justice at Queens University of 

Charlotte. To commemorate our 
milestone anniversary, we hosted 
a virtual celebration on Sunday, 
March 21. We celebrated our 
successes and shared our plans 
for the future. The centerpiece 
of our program was the world 
premiere of the film “I Danced 
for the Angel of Death: The Dr. 

Edith Eva Eger Story” (with 
Executive Producer Stan Green-
spon, and Associate Producer 
Talli Dippold). If you missed 
the celebration, a recording is 
available on our website.

The program began with 
words by Queens University’s 
President Dan Lugo who shared 
his pride in watching the Green-
spon Center grow and thrive 
over the past few years. Rabbi 
Judy Schindler shared her re-
flection on the center’s success 
noting: “In the book of Exodus, 
and in the Kevin Costner movie, 
‘Field of Dreams,’ when a ma-
jor building project is about to 
happen, there is a statement from 
beyond saying, ‘If you build it, 
I will come’ or ‘If you build it, 
they will come.’ We built, and 
they came.” 

Talli Dippold shared grati-
tude for the donors, educators, 
community partners, and Stan 
Greenspon. The event conclud-
ed with touching words from 
Dr. Edith Eva Eger and liberator 

Alan Moskin. The core of their 
messages perfectly aligned with 
the sentiment of the evening —
the Stan Greenspon Center ex-
ists to honor the survivors, share 
their legacy, and work to create 
a brighter future.

The Greenspon Center is 
grateful to all of our supporters 
and invites the Charlotte Jewish 
community to join us for these 
upcoming virtual programs.

Jewish Life at Queens in-
vites you to our virtual Pass-
over seder and Dwelling in a 
Time of Plagues Mural Proj-
ect! 

Charlotte’s Dwelling in a 
Time of Plagues Mural Project 
is a Charlotte traveling art instal-
lation created by Charlotte mural 
artist and Queens professor of art 
and design, Mike Wirth.

His piece titled “Havtachah – 
the Promise” honors those fac-
ing dire economic hardship and 
housing insecurity and those 
living in tent cities in Charlotte.

 The traveling mural (16’ x 8’) 
called “Havtachah — The Prom-
ise” will originally be installed at 
Camp North End during the Jew-
ish holiday of Passover (March 
28 to April 4). It will then move 
to other sites around Charlotte 
for Easter and Ramadan as part 

of a “pitching our tent tour” that 
will inspire increased conversa-
tion around housing in Charlotte. 
The promise is at the center of 
any system sustained by faith 
— whether societal, religious, 
financial, or interpersonal.

Our Hillel will be hosting a 
virtual second night seder; if you 
are interested in learning more 
please contact Talli, dippoldt@
queens.edu.

Southern Jewish Roots: 
Charlotte Heritage Tour, next 
tour, Sunday, May 2, 11 a.m.-
3 p.m.

Charlotte’s 165 years of Jew-
ish history are rich with civic, 
business and religious leaders, 
and philanthropists. As part of 
our Southern Jewish Roots Char-
lotte Heritage Tour, participants 

will enjoy a unique, engaging, 
entertaining, and educational 
hike through our city’s history. 
The experience will include a 
tour through the Hebrew Cem-
etery that was founded in 1867 
and is rich with stories of the 
famous Jews who were buried 
there from the Civil War to the 
civil rights era to today.

The tour is COVID-safe.  We 
will travel in our own cars and 
have an amplification system 
that we carry with us so you can 
maintain a safe social distance. 
The tour is educational — Rab-
bi Judy Schindler, Roz Cooper, 
and Susan Jacobs are three vet-
eran Charlotte educators who 
love Charlotte’s history and will 
guide you through two centuries 
of Jewish life here. The tour will 
broaden your appreciation for 
Charlotte’s leaders as you hear 
stories that can’t be found in 
history books and personal gems 
of wisdom in the voices of our 
community’s founders, builders, 
and philanthropists. The tour is 
delicious — Jewish nosh includ-
ed, complete with knish, kugel, 
Israeli salad, and rugelach. The 
cost is $36/person. 

Responding to Cyberhate in 
the Age of Technology, Thurs-
day evening, May 6 at 7 p.m. 
Join the Stan Greenspon Cen-
ter to hear the riveting story of 
Tanya Gersh who fought back in 
the face of a neo-Nazi troll storm 
and to engage in thought-pro-
voking dialogue about how to 
stay safe online. Tanya Gersh 
lives in Whitefish, Montana. She 
shares her story of courage in the 
face of evil to help others see that 
there is hope, even during the 
darkest times.

To learn more about all our 
programs, visit our website, 
StanGreensponCenter.org.
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Stan Greenspon Center Celebrates Five Years 
With World Premiere of Dr. Edith Eger Story

OurHistory
Beginning

Is Only Our

Help Us
Carry Your
Legacy Into 
�e Future

To learn more contact
Sam Bernstein at
sam.bernstein@jewishcharlotte.org

The Elefant Family in Czechoslovakia in 1928 
(left to right: Helen, Edie, Magda, Klara, Ludwig)

Atherton Cottom Mill, 1893
Charlotte Jewish Heritage Tour - next tour May 2



ACROSS

  1. Make judgments
  5. Grownup efts
10. Marsh wader
14. Between tasks
15. Bird-related
16. Spike
17. Better writing?
18. Earth, in sci-fi fare
19. Hose annoyance
20. They’re off the main drag
23. Valuable connections
24. Too weird
25. Ceilings
27. Nonfat advocate Jack
30. Big name in hotels
33. Asian ox
36. Hardly a striking individ-

ual
38. Farm machinery company
39. Bone under a watch
41. Road, in Quebec
42. Flight paths
43. Investigator’s sources
45. Olympics sticker
47. Posed for pics, perhaps
48. Sees
50. Impersonate

53. Attack like a turtle
54. Up
57. Flock sound
59. Chuck Berry’s medium
64. Military doctor’s concern
66. Hullabaloo
67. Perimeter contents
68. Relish
69. Goggles
70. Wilderness retreats
71. Start to come and go?
72. Be around
73. Notable time periods

DOWN

  1. Mint devices
  2. Actor Murphy
  3. Leave out, as a syllable
  4. Coin takers
  5. Gabs
  6. At least once
  7. It often comes down to 

this
  8. Empty-vehicle weight
  9. Clean and jerk alternative
10. Kind, derogatorily
11. Railings
12. Windows image

13. Collectors’ goals
21. Taste, as wine
22. More than implied
26. Courtroom bargain
28. A lot?
29. Mousy color
31. Keiko of “Free Willy,” for 

one
32. Home out on a limb
33. Popular season
34. Bar buys
35. Campers’ burdens
37. “It’s ___ a pleasure”
40. Resembling
44. Mark with a branding iron
46. Showing sincerity
49. Surgeon’s request
51. Bounder
52. Vehement speech
55. More miffed
56. Tennis champ Dementieva
57. Bundle in the field
58. “Tosca” solo
60. Induce, in a way
61. Brown-skinned fruit
62. Expresses curiosity
63. “Bonny” belle
65. Call for attention
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Crossword Corner

www.vrbbcharlotte.com

Crossword puzzles are sponsored by Phil’s Deli
4223 Providence Rd. in the Strawberry Hill Shopping Center

Open for Dine In and Take Out
Hours: Mon-Sat 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Sunday 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

(704) 366-8811
Thank you, Phil!

Why Hire a 
Salesman When
You Can Hire a
Sales Mensch?

ww Free Market Analysis  ww Free MEGA Open House
ww Fire Me Guarantee

ANDY GRIESINGER 4432998946

Dream Home Today. Dream Home Today. 
Your Home Tomorrow.Your Home Tomorrow.

andy@andyre.comwww.SalesMensch.com         

(Solution on page 39)
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~ SYNAGOGUES AND CONGREGATIONS ~

nancy@internationalcollegecounselors.com

www.internationalcollegecounselors.com

Grades 8-12 • Undergraduate Colleges • Graduate Schools

TAKE THE STRESS OUT OF
COLLEGE ADMISSIONS
• One-on-One Consulting
• College Selection
• Essays
• Interviews

• Academic Guidance
• Applications
• Extracurricular Opportunities
• Scholarships

Nancy Zolotorofe

980-265-2368 
Offices in South Charlotte, Florida, New York and Connecticut  

By Eden Gobuty, 
Director of Development and 
Member Services, Temple Beth 
El

In August 2020, amid a glob-
al pandemic and right before 
the High Holy Day season, I 
began my role as director of 
development and member ser-
vices at Temple Beth El (TBE). 
My husband, Kevin, and I have 
been members since we moved 
to Charlotte in 2018, and the 
opportunity to work alongside 
TBE’s outstanding clergy and 
staff was tremendously exciting. 
More than six months into the 
role, I have some key observa-

tions and have learned important 
lessons about TBE and Char-
lotte’s Jewish community are 
apparent to me.

TBE’s community is gen-
erous. When COVID hit, TBE’s 
leadership had to consider how 
much the pandemic might affect 
membership in the coming year 
along with other revenue sources 
such as rental income. We fol-
lowed a conservative budget that 
allowed for a significant decrease 
in My Temple Commitment (an-
nual membership income) due to 
anticipated financial challenges 
among congregants because of 
the pandemic. The community 

responded with a resounding cry 
— one that said, “TBE is import-
ant to my family, and I am com-
mitted to this congregation.” As 
we face the beginning of anoth-
er uncertain fiscal year, we feel 
confident that the congregation 
will again rise to the occasion, 
ensuring the continuity of TBE’s 
staff and community.

The Jewish Federation of 
Greater Charlotte is full of 
menschen. While I have been 
fortunate to see the leadership 
and partnership of the Federation 
first-hand before this role (pri-
marily because of my experience 
in the most recent cohort of the 
Bernstein Leadership Group), 
our Federation took it to anoth-
er level this year. In addition to 
Federation’s annual allocations, 
the emergency grants provided 
to the community immediately 
after the pandemic began and the 
creation of the new Adaptation 
and Transformation Fund show a 
level of compassion and acumen 
that I will never take for granted. 
At TBE, funds from Federation 
in 2020 allowed us to pivot to 
online programming and hire a 
social justice outreach coordina-
tor who will build on our tikkun 
olam work. We are so thankful.

Partnership is powerful. One 
of the most exciting aspects of 
this role is being part of a con-
gregation that is so intertwined 
with other communities, both 
locally and nationally. As our 
congregation is a member of the 
Union for Reform Judaism, I par-
ticipate in professional meetings 
with other development and/or 
membership directors at congre-
gations around the country who 
are asking the same questions we 
are. Additionally, I have benefit-
ted greatly from the partnership 
and experience of working with 
our friends at the Foundation for 
the Carolinas and the Foundation 
for the Charlotte Jewish Commu-
nity, in particular Phil Warshau-
er and Doug Benson. As both 
congregants and professionals 
in the philanthropic space, their 
support has been invaluable. 
Connecting with others in similar 

roles always helps me feel more 
connected and less isolated.

Building relationships in a 
pandemic is rough. This one 
almost needs no explanation. 
While I have been a member of 
TBE for a few years, I still need 
to meet so many congregants, 
and the pandemic has not made 
this easy. Through phone calls 
and online meetings, Shabbat 
services and delivering mish-
loach manot to our new mem-
bers, I have made some inroads, 
but there is still a long way to 
go. Many of us are struggling to 
build new relationships during 
this time, and my suggestion is 
that we continue putting our-
selves out there. Everyone is 
looking for connection, and even 
when we think we are suffering 
from Zoom fatigue, human inter-
action is priceless.

There is nothing like a ded-
icated team of lay leaders. I 
am so deeply inspired by the 
commitment of TBE’s lay lead-
ers. From baking more than 100 
hamantaschen to deliver to the 
aforementioned new members, 
making phone calls to those who 
had not renewed their My Tem-
ple Commitment, being all-in on 
an online Purim shpiel, sending 
out cards of condolence to those 
who have lost loved ones … the 
list goes on and on. I am con-
sistently in awe of our Develop-
ment Committee members who 
are truly the experts on the gen-
erosity and capacity of our com-
munity. It has been wonderful 
to learn from and be guided by 
them in these first months on the 
job, and I look forward to con-
tinuing to build our partnership. 
Todah rabah for the warm wel-
come to this role, and I look 
forward to meeting even more 
members of our community, pro-
fessionals and congregants alike, 
during the next six months and 
beyond.

The Spirit of Giving Is Strong at Temple Beth El

Eden Gobuty

One example of generosity at Temple Beth El – congregants baked and 
delivered challah for the entire congregation for TBE Challah Day on 

March 12 and 19.
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Join us to set straight the 
Jewish idea of a perfect world 
and discover a practical path for 
reaching it in our lifetime.

We are living in strange and 
unpredictable times. Most peo-
ple, when asked how they view 
the events that unfolded this past 
year, would likely say that it has 
been a strange, scary, and unset-
tling year.

What is striking about this 
worldwide phenomenon is that 
it might have all started by the 
actions of one person in a remote 
place in the world. Whoever said 
one person can’t change the 
world will be rethinking their 
position.

The global pandemic has 
shown us how suddenly and 
radically the world can be turned 
upside down by the actions of 
one or a few people.

Now, if it can happen for the 
bad, then why not for the good?

This is one of the questions 
that we’ll be delving into during 
our upcoming Jewish Learning 
Institute (JLI) course offered by 
Chabad of Charlotte titled This 
Can Never Happen: The Credi-
ble Case for Feeling Good About 
the Future. 

Have you ever wondered…  
Is society heading in the right 

or wrong direction?
If things are getting bet-

ter, then why do they feel like 
they’re getting worse?

Is there any such thing as a 
perfect world?

And if you’re familiar with 
the Jewish idea of Mashiach, 
you might have wondered: 
Can a religion really have an an-
swer to divisiveness?

What kind of person will 
Mashiach actually be?

How will the actual process of 
Mashiach unfold?

This fascinating new course 
will tackle one of the most mis-
understood beliefs of Judaism 
— a subject that many Jews 
feel uncomfortable discussing, 
as they feel it has been hijacked 
or misinterpreted by other reli-
gions. 

The goal of this JLI course is 
to demystify the Jewish idea of a 
Messiah and to give a clear and 
lucid perspective based on Jew-
ish writings and commentary.

No matter how you currently 
feel about this whole Mashiach/
redemption idea (Excited? Un-
comfortable? Curious? Incredu-
lous?), this course will introduce 
you to a kaleidoscope of clari-
fying Jewish texts, both ancient 
and modern, on this mysterious 
topic.

And maybe — just maybe — 
by the end you’ll find that this 
magical-sounding idea is more 
logical, practical, and achievable 
than you had thought.

The JLI course on This Can 
Never Happen: The Credible 
Case For Feeling Good About 
the Future will start on April 
27 and run for six consecutive 
weeks, all on Tuesday evenings 

at 7:30 p.m. (except during the 
week of the Shavout holiday 
when the evening class will be 
held on Wednesday, May 19). 
Morning class will begin on 
Wednesday, April 28 and run for 
six consecutive Wednesdays at 
11 a.m. The course will be taught 
by Rabbi Yossi Groner and Rab-
bi Shlomo Cohen at the Epstein 
Family Chabad Center on Sardis 
Road.

The class is open to every-
one in the community and will 
be held on Zoom as well. Those 
who wish to attend in person will 
need to adhere to the COVID-19 
guidelines. Registration fee is 
$99 per person and $180 per 
couple. All students will re-
ceive beautifully designed and 
user-friendly textbooks. Please 
visit www.chabadnc.org or My-
JLI.com to register. You can also 
call our office at (704) 366-3984.

Fol lowing is  the  out -
line of the six-week course: 

Start With the Science
In a society marked by cha-
os and discord, it’s hard to 
believe our world is actually 
better than it’s ever been. In 
this lesson, we’ll dive into the 
data of what’s wrong — and 
what’s right — with the world. 
 

Who Needs a Redemption? 
Though it will solve every speck 
of ill in the world, the idea of 
Redemption is not a response to 

strife. Rather, it’s an indepen-
dent and foundational tenet of 
Jewish belief. See where it fits 
into the bigger story of creation. 
 
Superhuman vs. Super 
Humans
Waiting for a Messiah to come 
save humanity feels a little...
un-Jewish. But what if re-
demption is a natural reac-
tion to humanity’s own cu-
mulative action? Discover 
the effect you’ve already had 
on the reality of the world. 

We’re Getting There
Judaism sees all of history as 
one connected journey toward 
a single desired destiny. In this 
lesson, we look back to identify 
four distinct epochs that show 
us how far we’ve traveled on 
the way to a truly good world. 

Out of the Blues
So will we wake up one day in a 
glorious wonderland? Or is the 
redemption more of a gradual 
process? Let’s study the sourc-
es on the actual transition from 
our reality today into a world of 
revelation.

And Then…
We’ve seen why the Redemption 
needs to happen and the human 
role in making it happen. Now 
peek into that perfect, and per-
fectly possible, world as the 
prophets and sages vividly de-
scribe it!

Chabad Lag B’Omer event on 
Thursday evening, April 29.

Lag B’Omer starts this year 
on Thursday, April 29 in the 
evening. This holiday, which is 
celebrated by Jews around the 
world, and especially in Israel, 
marks the anniversary of the 
great Jewish sage Rabbi Shimon 
Bar Yochai who lived in the time 
of the second Temple in Jerusa-
lem.

Chabad of Charlotte will be 
celebrating with a special out-
door event at the new Epstein 
Family Chabad Center on 6619 
Sardis Road. The event is geared 
for children and adults and will 
also include prepackaged kosher 
barbecue.

Please visit our website www.
chabadnc.org or our Facebook 
page Chabad of Charlotte @ 
OhrhaTorah for more informa-
tion.
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New JLI Course to Demystify Our Utopian 
Future

Temple Kol Ami Purim Parade a Great Success!
At Temple Kol Ami, we de-

cided not to let this pesky virus 
ruin our Purim fun two years in 
a row! So instead of our usual 
carnival, we had a wonderful 
Purim Drive-Thru Parade. It 
was fantastic to see so many 
of our congregants decked out 
in costumes and wearing enor-
mous smiles on a beautiful Feb-
ruary day! More than 50 people 

drove through and received 
maracas (aka groggers), goody 
bags for the kids, and yummy 
homemade hamantaschen. The 
evil Haman made an appear-
ance, and there were plenty of 
people honking at him. Take 
that, Haman! Everyone in cos-
tume had a picture taken, and 
there was a costume contest. 
The big winners were The 

Constant family (the Haman-
taschen-noshen Monsters) for 
best incorporation of mask into 
a costume and Amelia Moquet 
(our Anaconda from Down Un-
der) for best overall costume. It 
was so great to see everyone in 
person, albeit socially distanced 
and with masks on! Days like 
this remind us how important 
human contact and community 
are. We look forward to hav-
ing more outdoor activities as 
the weather warms, including 
a Shabbat service. Please check 
our calendar at www.templekol-
amisc.org for all events coming 
up at Temple Kol Ami.  

If you live in York County or 
the Ballantyne area, Temple Kol 
Ami might be the place for you! 
We are a warm and inclusive Re-
form congregation comprised of 
Jews from diverse backgrounds. 
We hope you will join us soon 
at one of our virtual services 
(first and third Fridays of the 
month) and find your Jewish 
home in our welcoming com-
munity. 
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Shelley Pawlyk, Temple Solel President and 
Friend
By Murray Simon, Al Rogat, 
Jan Rose, and Linda Simon

We want to take this opportu-
nity to recognize Shelley Pawlyk 
— mother, grandmother, corpo-
rate executive, artist, gardener, 
collector of rare and beautiful 
rocks and gem specimens, world 
traveler, President of Temple 
Solel, and a compassionate 
friend. In trying to describe her, I 
realized that a person of her com-
plexity and accomplishments 
would require a group effort to 
describe or explain properly.

Al Rogat  — 
In the beginning — Shelley 

and I and 12 others came from 
a temple we had started a cou-
ple of years earlier.  We chose to 
start Temple Solel as a Reform 
Congregation, affiliated with the 
URJ.  From that small group of 
14 in January of 2012, we have 
grown to about 60 members.

Shelley has been instrumental 
in so many areas; it still amazes 
me. In addition to being a tech-
nology officer in the banking 
industry, on call at all times, 
she finds time to do strategic 
planning, write our grant appli-
cations, and usually our month-
ly CJN articles. As President of 
our congregation since 2017, she 
represents us at many regional 
functions, such as AIPAC, URJ 
Benchmarking, Israel committee 
with Temple Bethel, local inter-
faith groups, etc. Her interest 
in and knowledge of Judaism 
help her demonstrate to South 
Carolinians that “Jews are Good 
People,” by speaking at many 
interfaith functions from Char-
lotte, North Carolina to Lancast-
er, South Carolina. She put on a 
program at a local nursing home 
for Chanukah, 2019, which I 
was fortunate enough to attend. 
It is too bad we have not been 
able to do that and other in-per-
son functions since then. Shel-
ley has, since our beginning, 
taught classes in Hebrew, Torah 
and observances, as well as the 
original curriculum for chil-
dren’s programs.  She helped 
start a Jewish Genealogy group 
in CLT and was the Temple Fi-
nance Committee chairperson, 
prior to her presidency.

Obviously, Shelley has been 
an integral part of Temple 
Solel since our inception, So 
many more things have been 
accomplished by her, there is 
not enough room to list them 
all. As president the past three 
years, she has gone way beyond 
expectations and pushed us on-
ward and upward.

Jan Rose — 
Shelley’s love of Israel began 

when she was a young girl.  At 
the tender age of nine, she drew 
pictures and maps of Israel and 
dreamed of going there some-

day.  Her parents discovered 
them years later, so they packed 
them up and sent them to Shel-
ley.  Shelley has made seven trips 
to Israel between 1998 and 2012.   
During her first trip in October 
1998, Shelley participated in 
Israel’s 50th anniversary cele-
brations, representing the USA 
delegation in the March of the 
Nations Parade in Jerusalem.  In 
2007, Shelley was able to take 
her parents to Israel for a three- 
week visit to see the land and 
meet up with friends.  In June 
2010, during a trip with Temple 
Beth El, Shelley celebrated her 
Adult Bat Mitzvah at Kfar Blum, 
leading Shabbat morning ser-
vices, chanting from the Torah, 
and delivering the D’var Torah.

Shelly has been involved with 
Israel through her work at both 
Temple Beth El in Charlotte and 

Temple Solel in Fort Mill as the 
chair of their Israel Commit-
tees.  She has made many friends 
during her visits to Israel, and 
she has brought some of them to 
Temple Solel as guest speakers 
whenever they have been in the 
U.S.  Her friendship with Rabbi 
Miri Gold of Kibbutz Gezer’s 
Kehilat Birkat Shalom has led 
to Temple Solel adopting them 
as a sister community.  We now 
enjoy that same friendship with 
Rabbi Steve Burnstein who now 
leads the congregation.

Linda Simon —
My husband, Murray and I 

are co-chairs of Temple Solel’s 
Membership & Caring Com-
mittee. Shelley Pawlyk is a dear 
friend. It was she who drew us 
back to the active practice and 
love of Judaism. I came to know 
her at a time when my husband 
and I had drifted away from ac-
tive Temple participation and 
Jewish home traditions. This 
left a significant hole in our lives. 
Shelley and I met at a hobby club 
workshop. We learned that we 
were both Jewish and that we 
shared many interests and hob-
bies. She invited Murray and me 
to the upcoming High Holiday 
Services led by Russ Cobe, Tem-
ple Solel’s lay leader. The ser-
vices and music were so familiar 
and made us nostalgic to return 
to our cultural heritage. We soon 
found ourselves active congre-
gants and on the executive board. 

Shelley and I both like to cook 
and we have shared many Shab-
bos meals. I am always remind-
ed of Friday night meals in my 
youth when we light the candles 
and say the blessings over wine 
and challah. Murray and I have 

made many special close Jewish 
friends within Temple Solel and 
it all began because of Shelley. 
There are so many facets to her 
that can’t possibly be described 
in this short article. I consider 
myself lucky to be her friend.

Temple Solel holds regular 
Shabbat services at 7 p.m. on 
the second and fourth Fridays of 

each month via Zoom during the 
pandemic and hopes to resume 
services when appropriate at 
Belair UMC Family Life Center, 
8095 Shelley Mullis Rd., Fort 
Mill, SC 29707. For more infor-
mation see templesolelSC.org, 
write us at info@templesolelSC.
org or call (803) 610-1707.

Estate Planning
Estate and Trust Administration
Pre-Marital Agreements
Charitable Planning and Entities
General Corporate and Tax Law
Business Succession Planning

5401 Lancelot Drive
Charlotte, NC 28270

704.846.3607 office
704.756.3626 cell
MGOLDSTEIN@MGOLDLAW.COM
WWW.MGOLDLAW.COM

Meg D. Goldstein
Attorney-At-Law

Shelley Pawlyk
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Carolina Selfies

704-222-0834
adina@carolinaselfies.com
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We Bring Events To Life!
Fun and interactive photo booths with customizable templates to 
match your theme. We create memories and provide keepsakes you 
and your guests can save, print, text, and share on social media.

By Philissa Cramer
March 16, 2021 (JTA)

 Digging for ancient relics, 
Israeli archaeologists uncov-
ered a fragment of a scroll with 
a message seemingly designed 
for today: “Speak the truth to one 
another… And do not contrive 
evil against one another.”

That commandment from 
God is inscribed on a fragment 
found in a dig organized by the 
Israel Antiquities Authority in 
the Judean Desert.

On Tuesday, the authority an-
nounced that the dig, which has 
been underway since 2017, has 
turned up a trove of artifacts, 
including the biblical fragments 
— the first Dead Sea Scrolls 
unearthed in 60 years — and an 
intact basket produced more than 
10,000 years ago.

Archaeologists have been 
exploring the Judean Desert’s 
caves since 1947, when a shep-
herd famously happened upon 
a set of second-century biblical 
fragments that became known as 
the Dead Sea Scrolls. That dis-
covery and others over the sub-
sequent 15 years gave scholars a 
new understanding of how Jew-
ish life and texts evolved over 
time.

The newly discovered frag-
ments, from Zechariah in the 
Book of the Twelve Minor 
Prophets, add to that understand-
ing by, for example, showing 
that the name of God was written 
in Hebrew even as the text was 
largely in Greek.

The relics were found in what 
is known as the “Cave of Hor-
ror,” a cave in the West Bank 

First Dead Sea 
Scrolls Discovered 
in 60 years, Israeli 
Archaeologists 
Announce

(Continued on page 21)
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desert that can be accessed only 
by rappelling down a sheer rock 
face. Inside the cave, according 
to the announcement, were coins 
left behind by Jewish rebels who 
sought refuge there after the Bar 
Kochba Revolt, a failed insur-
gency against Roman rule nearly 
2,000 years ago.

The archaeologists also found 
the crude burial site for a child 
who appears to have died about 
6,000 years ago. And in another 
cave, students who joined the 

dig found an intact basket that 
was determined to be more than 
10,000 years old.

“It is very exciting to see these 
finds and expose them to the 
public, finds which shed great 
light on our history,” Avi Cohen, 
the CEO of Israel’s Ministry of 
Jerusalem and Heritage, said in 
a statement. “These finds are not 
just important to our own cul-
tural heritage, but to that of the 
entire world.”

(Continued from page 20)

Dead Sea Scrolls

IAA archeologists Hagay Hamer and Oriah Amichai sifting finds at the en-
trance to the Cave of Horror



By Asaf Shalev 
March 12, 2021 (JTA) 

The package from Estonia 
arrived the other day. More 
precious items, from Malta and 
Tel Aviv, are still in transit. As 
he waits for them in his apart-
ment in Montreal, Chris Silver 
is stalking certain sellers on 
eBay or plotting a return to his 

favorite Parisian flea markets 
and Casablanca emporiums.

In this way, Silver has 
amassed a collection of rare 
phonograph records from the 
era of Jewish musical stardom 
in North Africa, a period rough-
ly corresponding with the first 
half of the twentieth century.

A professor at McGill Uni-

versity, Silver now possesses 
about 500 albums recorded by 
Moroccan, Algerian, and Tuni-
sian Jewish vocalists and instru-
mentalists. It’s the first archive 
of its kind.

But Silver estimates that the 
genre encompasses thousands 
of more titles — which are all 
in peril. That’s because the stan-

dard medium for the period was 
not vinyl, but shellac, a brittle 
material. Drop a shellac disc on 
the floor and it will break into 
pieces.

“Whenever I find one, no 
matter its condition, I always 
think it is a miracle because just 
by the nature of the material, it 
wasn’t supposed to survive,” 
Silver said.

The records in his collection 
represent a bygone musical 
world but they are also vestiges 
of the great Jewish communities 
that were once ubiquitous across 
the Maghreb, an Arab name for 
Northwest Africa. The hundreds 
of thousands of Jews who lived 
in the region emigrated in the 
aftermath of Israel’s founding 
and as France dismantled its co-
lonial regimes.

The exodus happened in 
waves over the course of about 
twenty years, and the reasons 
for departure varied with so-
cial status and local conditions. 
The rise of Zionism and Arab 
nationalism combined to make 
these countries generally less 

hospitable to Jews.
And while there was a Jewish 

presence in various anti-colo-
nial movements, many Jews had 
thrived under the French sys-
tem, belonging to an elite class 
whose status came into doubt in 
the new era. Amid the chronic 
instability, many Jews sought 
opportunity in France, Canada, 
Israel and elsewhere, largely 
bringing an end to a 2,000-year-
old diaspora.

Asaf Shalev · North African 
music from early 20th century 
Jewish musicians. (Curated by 
Chris Silver)

Silver, who is Jewish but 
grew up in Los Angeles with-
out a strong sense of Jewish 
identity, went to college at the 
University of California, Berke-
ley. There he learned about the 
history of Jewish North Africa. 
After graduating and before he 
became a collector of records, 
Silver was traveling in Morocco 
and contemplating a career in 
academia.
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This Historian is Preserving North African 
Jewish Music From a Bygone Era

(Continued on page 26)
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By Nadine Fox
You may have heard of the 

SPICE group at Temple Beth El, 
or you may be a participant but 
not really be aware of our mean-
ing and mission. SPICE stands 
for Senior Programs of Inter-
est, Concern, and Engagement. 
Our mission is to bring together 
Jewish seniors in the Metrolina 
geographic area by offering a mix 
of stimulating programs that are 
educational, surprising, fun, mu-
sical, and Jewish and that often 
engage specialists in their fields 
from the general community. Tra-
ditional or new, SPICE is open to 
it. Because we are Zooming now, 
a greater number of speakers are 
available to us for our highly re-
spected programming. SPICE is 
a warm and welcoming organiza-
tion! We want to get to know you!

Please join us in April for two 
illuminating sessions.

On Wednesday, April 7 at 
11a.m., we welcome Nicole Fox, 
MD, MPA, a double board-cer-
tified physician of psychiatry 
and lifestyle medicine. Dr. Fox 
was born in Charlotte, raised in 
Gastonia and now makes Boise, 
Idaho, her home where she is lead 
psychiatrist for St. Luke’s Hospi-
tal System and sits on the Idaho 
Board of Behavioral Health. She 
is on the clinical teaching staff 
of the University of Washington 
Medical School where she won 
the Outstanding Teacher Scholar 
of the Year award and is a fre-
quent speaker at regional medical 
meetings. Prior to attending med-
ical school, she was executive 
director of a Seattle synagogue.

Her talk will be about using 
CBT (cognitive behavioral ther-
apy) techniques to get your best 
sleep without resorting to med-
ication. She will teach you to 
identify your own particular sleep 
pattern for better rest.

On Wednesday, April 21 at 
11a.m., we will be treated to 
Temple Beth El’s own senior 
rabbi, Rabbi Asher Knight, who 
will lead us through the life and 
thoughts of Rabbi Lord Jonathan 
Sacks, the former chief rabbi of 
the United Kingdom. A world-re-
spected and beloved Jewish fig-
ure, Rabbi Lord Sacks influenced 
modern Jewish thought in truly 
significant ways. When he died, 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
honored his legacy as had Prince 
Charles upon Rabbi Sacks’s re-
tirement. 

Rabbi Knight is an engaging 
and insightful teacher and effec-
tive explorer of the depth of Jew-
ish knowledge. You do not want 
to miss this opportunity to learn 
and hear him guide us to greater 
awareness and comprehension of 
Jewish thought.

For event details, visit www.
templebethel.org/calendar.

To subscribe to SPICE emails, 
visit https://bit.ly/2E3qyi9.

SPICE Up Your 
Life

Rabbi Knight leads “The Wisdom of 
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks” 

on April 21



By Rabbi Tracy Klirs
Thousands of tour guides 

work in Israel. A tour guide can 
enhance your Israel experience 
immeasurably. Expert guides 
save you precious time by 
pre-booking sites, transporta-
tion and more, and by knowing 
where the best of everything can 
be found. They also add insight 
and context far beyond what you 
could get on your own from a 
guidebook or an internet search. 
Some tour guides are general-
ists. Some tour guides focus on 
a particular area of interest. One 
of Israel’s most sought-after tour 
guides is Mike Hollander, but 
tour educator is a more accurate 
term. Mike himself says, “I teach 
about why Jerusalem is holy to 
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. 
If you want a sightseeing tour, 
you need to find someone else.”

Rabbi Tracy Guren Klirs, a 
freelance rabbi and writer in 
Charlotte, interviewed Mike 

from his home in Modi’in over 
Zoom to talk more about his 
love of Israel and passion for 
education. In addition to their 
shared passion for Judaism, Is-
rael, Jewish history, and Jewish 
peoplehood, Klirs and Hollander 
share a Vancouver, BC, connec-
tion — it’s Klir’s birthplace and 
where Hollander grew up. And 
full disclosure — they happen to 
be first cousins. 

Here’s Rabbi Klirs’s interview 
with Mike:

Rabbi Tracy Klirs: Growing 
up in Vancouver, what were the 
things that drew you to Zionism 
and propelled you to make Ali-
yah?

Mike Hollander: I would defi-
nitely say that there were three 
components to my Jewish iden-
tity: First was my home life. We 
didn’t keep kosher, but we didn’t 
have “high treif” in the house or 
mix milk and meat. Second, we 
kept the Jewish life cycle and 

annual cycle of events. I went to 
Jewish day school for elementary 
school from first through seventh 
grade. And third, I went to Jew-
ish summer camp from the age 
of 10.

And my secondary public 
school was one-third Jewish, so 
I was always in a Jewish milieu. 
And then we came to Israel for 
my bar mitzvah, and then I did 
a gap year, before it was even 
called a gap year, on Kibbutz 
Grofit in the Aravah after I fin-
ished high school in 1982. 

My Jewish identity was al-
ways Israel-centric. My broth-
er, Yitz, was born in Israel, my 
parents had made Aliyah (but 
returned to Canada before I was 
born), my mom was into Israeli 
folk dancing, and we had a lot 
of Israeli friends. So it was very 
much this sense of being Jewish 
through Jewish tradition, wheth-
er through the home, the school, 
or the synagogue; and Zionism. 

And then when I spent the year 
in Israel, I really felt at home. 
But I wasn’t sure whether it was 
simply because I was away from 
home for the first time at the age 
of 18 or if I really fell in love 
with Israel, but I had a great year.

I returned to Canada to earn 
my undergraduate degree, and as 
soon as I graduated from York 
in 1986, I went back to Israel 
for another year, this time for a 
master’s in Middle Eastern stud-
ies at Tel Aviv University. It was 
a non-degree granting program 
for people from the United States 
mostly, plus a couple of Canadi-
ans. That was the year I decided 
that this is definitely the place for 
me, and that’s when I decided to 
make Aliyah.

RTK: How long after that did 
you actually make Aliyah, and 
what was the process?

MH: After the year in Tel 
Aviv, I went back and worked in 
the national office of Habonim in 
New York for a year. Part of what 
I was doing was developing cur-
ricula for national programs, but 

perhaps more importantly, I was 
working in building the garin. 
We were 36 people, divided into 
three groups. My group went in 
the second stage in September 
of  1988. 

RTK: Where did your group 
go?

MH: We went to Kibbutz Rav-
id, which is between T’veriah 
(Tiberius) and Tzfat. Habonim 
already had four or five estab-
lished kibbutzim, but we were 
young and idealistic and want-
ed to start our own community, 
one that would be open to liberal 
Jews, not only from Habonim but 
also from the Reform and Con-
servative movements, Young 
Judaea, Hashomer Hatza’ir. We 
wanted to have a synagogue, 
to keep kosher, we were open 
LGBTQ people. My future wife, 
Michele, was in the group. 

After a couple of years, a 
lot of the people we had come 
with realized it wasn’t for them, 
whether it was Israel, the kibbutz, 
missing their family, going on to 
complete their degree, or what-
ever else, and we no longer had 
a critical enough mass to sustain 
the kibbutz. By this time Michele 
and I were a couple. We decided 
we wanted to stay in Israel, so 
we moved to Jerusalem in 1990. 

RTK: How did you get in-
volved in guiding, what was the 
process to become trained and 
certified, and what inspired you 
to make this your career?

MH: I was always into educa-
tion, especially informal educa-
tion. My undergraduate degree 
was in history, and half of my 
graduate degree was in Middle 
Eastern Studies. When I first 
moved to Jerusalem, I worked 
in fundraising for the Jerusalem 
Foundation for a couple of years. 
A friend I had made Aliyah with 
had taken the tour guide course, 
and the idea of being a madrich 
(which in Hebrew means both 
guide and camp counselor), as I 
had been in the Habonim youth 
movement, was very appealing 
to me. It’s also a great way to 
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get to know the country. So in 
1992, after living in Israel for 
four years, I cut my work down 
to 80% and took the two-year 
tour guide course, which entailed 
a full day tiyyul (hike/tour) each 
week and three nights a week of 
night school. During that time, 
Michele and I got married and 
had our first kid.

It’s a unique course of stud-
ies — Limudei Eretz Yisrael — 
I don’t think there’s any other 
country in the world that has 
something like it. It’s a combi-
nation of Tanakh and New Tes-
tament and Koran, together with 
archeology and history — from 
the ancient kingdoms of Egypt 
and Mesopotamia to the early 
Western civilizations of Greece 
and Rome to the Crusades. It’s 
world history in this tiny, tiny lit-
tle land. And then there’s climate 
and flora and fauna and so many 
different fields.

To be a licensed tour guide, 
you have to work with kids up to 
high school age. So in the sum-
mer, I was doing walking tours 
with teen groups and working 
for Archeological Seminars. The 
day I finished and got my license 
in June of 1994, I quit my fund-
raising job and have been work-
ing as an educational tour guide 
ever since.

But to return to the question 
of why I decided to go into this 
field,  for me tourism is a form 
of education, so it was a natural 
continuum from what I had done 
before I made Aliyah, especially 
as a youth leader and camp coun-
selor in Habonim. And informal 
education is what I do as a tour 
guide — actually the term we 
use now isn’t tour guide, but tour 
educator. The Hebrew term is 
moreh derekh – a teacher of the 
way, but in the sense of some-
one who walks the land. It goes 
all the way back to the Tanach 
— when Abraham comes to the 
land of Israel, God says, “kum 
hithalekh ba-aretz” (“arise, walk 
about the land” Gen. 13:17); it’s 
not “kum teileikh ba-aretz,” 
it’s in the hitpa-eil (reflexive) 
because there’s something that 
happens (to the individual). It’s 
not just going to Israel because 
“it’s on my bucket list.”

RTK: And you obviously love 
doing it.

MH: You get the opportuni-
ty to find out who you are and 
what you can do, and definitely 
an informal education teacher is 
who I am. During the coronavi-
rus pandemic, with no tourism, I 
have colleagues who are taking 
courses to become real estate 
agents or other careers. But what 
else am I going to do? This is 
who I am. There are thousands 
of tour guides in Israel, and then 
there are informal educators who 

work as tour guides. So my busi-
ness card says, Mike Hollander, 
Jewish Educator, Tour Guide. 
There’s a difference.

RTK: Can you give me an ex-
ample of that difference?

MH:  Currently because of 
the pandemic, I’m doing virtu-
al tours only. I just did one for 
a senior citizens’ club in Mon-
treal. A huge number of people 
sign up for this and pay for it. 
It’s advertised on its website 
as virtual travel to Russia. Five 
minutes into the tour, someone 
wrote in the chat, “Enough of the 
talking and the slides; where are 
the movies of the sites?” I had 
to explain that this is a thematic 
approach to Jewish life in Russia 
through the prism of St. Peters-
burg and Moscow. 

I had to turn a gig down re-
cently because they just wanted a 
tour of the sites. I had to explain 
to them that I don’t think I’m the 
right guy for them. I teach about 
why Jerusalem is holy to Juda-
ism, Christianity, and Islam. If 
you want a sightseeing tour, you 
need to find someone else.

RTK: What were you doing 
typically in the early years of 
your career? What was the in-
dustry like then, and who was 
your clientele? 

MH: I started out working 
with two groups: Jewish youth 
movements like NFTY and sim-
ilar groups for their summer 
programs and with universal 
backpacking tours for young 
adults, and that got me much 
more familiar with the field. But 
eventually I was introduced to an 
organization called DA’AT Ed-
ucational Expeditions. I led my 
first tour for it in March of 1995, 
and I haven’t stopped working 
for it since. The company was 
started by a guy who was a shali-
ach (emissary) and had worked 
in education for many years, and 
the approach to tourism was very 
much an educational one rather 
than just a sightseeing approach. 

There are infinite reasons 
for travel, and there are certain 
companies that cater to different 
fields of interest. The high-pow-
ered business executives want 
one thing, there are evangelical 
or Catholic groups that go on 
Christian pilgrimages, and there 
are Jewish groups that want to 
have a Jewish experience. For 
me, understanding who the cli-
ent is and customizing a tour to 
connect them to the place be-
comes the experience. You have 
to make a subjective choice as to 
what information you’re going to 
share and what you’re not going 
to share, depending on your cli-
ent. Connecting with your group 
beforehand is very important. 
For instance, if I’m leading a tour 
of Auschwitz, it’s important for 

me to know whether  any people 
in the group had relatives who 
were murdered there. Any time 
you visit any place, it’s about 
connecting the place with the 
person you’re guiding or teach-
ing.

RTK: Since you took the tour 
guide course, what has changed?

MH: At the time there were 
only three courses, one each in 
Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, and Haifa, 
all run by the Ministry of Tour-
ism. Now things have changed. 
There are a lot of private courses, 
and you can take the class in En-
glish. Back then there were a lot 
of Russian speakers in the class 
— this was 1992-1994, during 
the time of the big Aliyah from 
the FSU. I don’t know if you’re 
aware, but the second largest 
group of tourists to Israel after 
the U.S. is people from the FSU.

RTK: Wow! I had no idea!
MH: Think about it, we’re just 

three to four hours away from 
Moscow, and there are 300 mil-
lion people between Ukraine and 
Russia and Kazakhstan and Uz-
bekistan. If you lived in St. Pe-
tersburg in January, you’d want 
to get out of there if you could 
afford it, and what better place 
to go to for a week than Eilat? 

RTK: What else has changed?
MH: In the old days, the tour 

guide basically said [and here 
Mike shifts into his best fake He-
brew accent], “I’ll tell you what 
you need to see.” Nowadays, I’ll 
have a two-hour meeting with 
the client to find out what they 
want to achieve, and from there 
I’ll create what I call the story 
line. The nature of the conver-
sation has changed; the people 
who are coming have changed.

RTK: To be proficient in your 
field, you need to have not only 
mastered the geography and the 
history and the topography and 
every little detail about Eretz 
Yisrael, but also you have to 
know your Tanach backward 
and forward and just so much 
information. So how do you 
keep all that in your head, and if 
you ever need crib notes, what 
do you use?

MH: There was a time when 
I’d carry a Tanakh and a New 
Testament. But now (holding up 
his phone) I’ve got Sefaria. Ev-
eryone’s got their backpack, and 
in it you’ve got all kinds of stuff: 
images of an artist’s reconstruc-
tion of the Temple of Herod, and 
I’ve got a whole file cabinet with 
visual aids, texts, etc. that I can 
select from. But after 27 years of 
doing this, I have all these sound 
bites in my head. If you ask me 
about Masada, I can probably 
talk for two hours without re-
ferring to any texts or resources. 
I used to carry a Tanach with 
all these little Post-it flags. But 

now that I’ve done it hundreds 
of times, I can cite chapter and 
verse by heart. So it’s memory, 
it’s a sense of geography, and this 
(holding up his phone again) has 
helped a lot in terms of WAYZ. 
And it’s the art of guiding: feel-
ing comfortable with what you 
know and with what you don’t 
know. Sometimes I get questions 
that I can’t answer, and I say, “I 
don’t know.” You don’t need to 
be an encyclopedia; everyone 
has an encyclopedia at their fin-
gertips on their phones. It’s about 
taking the knowledge that you 
do have and creating that narra-
tive, that story and those points 
of resonance with your visitors. 
And every person has a different 
connection, and that I think is the 
biggest challenge to me as a tour 
educator.

RTK: And beyond the re-
quired annual hishtalmut, you 
got some additional training?

MH: We went on shlichut to 
England for the Jewish Agency 
from 2001to 2004, and while I 
was there, I found out about a 
distance learning master’s pro-
gram with the Cambridge Insti-
tute for Jewish-Christian Rela-
tions, and I had always wanted to 
go back and finish my master’s. 
In Israel, everybody was an ex-
pert in Jewish history or Holo-
caust studies, but there weren’t 
many programs in Jewish-Chris-
tian Relations. So I did the first 
year of the program while we 
were in England and then came 
back and finished it in Israel. By 
exposing me to an area I wasn’t 
that familiar with, I think it en-
hanced my guiding and enriched 
my ability to have a conversation 
with interfaith groups and Chris-
tian groups. It exposed me to a 
conversation that’s a lot deeper. 

RTK: What was the most 

memorable group you guided?
MH: I’ve guided hundreds of 

groups, a lot of billionaire Jewish 
philanthropists, a handful of gov-
ernors, even the CEO of IBM, 
but definitely the most interest-
ing was Bono, the lead singer of 
U2. It was just him and his wife 
and their two youngest children 
who were about 10 and 12 at the 
time. They came to Israel on a 
private tour, very under the radar. 
I spent five days with them, and 
it was fascinating because here 
was this really famous person, 
and as we were walking peo-
ple would recognize him, and 
he would tell them they could 
take pictures of him, but not of 
his kids, and only when he fin-
ished what he was doing, etc., 
but he was very gracious — a 
real mensch. His background is 
that one of his parents is Protes-
tant, and one is Catholic, and he 
knows his Bible very, very well. 
On the second or third, day I 
loaned him two of Yehudah Am-
ichai’s poetry books. I told him, 
“I know you’re into poetry and 
the Bible, so here is the most fa-
mous modern Israeli poet.” And 
he loved the poems. He really 
challenged me with the questions 
he asked. A lot of famous people 
come to make contacts, but at the 
end of the day he was not there 
to make peace in the Middle 
East or to solve the AIDS crisis 
in Africa; he was there because it 
was one of the places he wanted 
to go and have a private fami-
ly vacation. To be able to have 
conversations with him without 
all the paparazzi around — that 
was my greatest highlight.
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By Aileen Greenberg-Kriner 
The sun’ll come out tomor-

row. Bet your bottom dollar that 
tomorrow, there’ll be sun.  From 
the Broadway musical “Annie”

 After the cold, wet winter 
weather, we appreciate a sunny 
day, the first flowers of spring, 
and the time change, which 
brings us one more hour of light 
in the evening. When someone 
close to us has passed away, 
we rejoice when a new baby is 
born and named for that per-
son we loved. When one recipe 
fails (ask my kids about the tuna 
wheat pasta casserole), the next 
cooking success is doubly ap-
preciated. One way to balance 
the ups and downs of life is to 
appreciate the happy that comes 
after the sad. 

Israel experiences that bal-
ance with two holidays this 
month, on April 14 and 15. Yom 
Ha’zikaron, Israel’s Memorial 
Day for her fallen soldiers and 
victims of terrorism, is followed 
the next day by Yom Ha’atzmaut, 
Israeli Independence Day. A day 
marked with solemn ceremonies 
and moments of silence is fol-
lowed by a day of celebration 
and rejoicing. 

On the eve of Yom HaZikaron, 
all places of entertainment close 
for 24 hours. Flags are lowered 
to half-staff. When sirens sound 
throughout the country at 8 p.m. 
and the next morning at 11 a.m., 
Israelis pause their daily activi-
ties. People even stop driving on 
the highways and stand silently 
next to their cars, showing re-
spect to those who have died for 
their country. 

At sundown, a ceremo-
ny marking the end of Yom 
Ha’zikaron and the start of Yom 
Ha’atzmaut takes place. The Is-
raeli flag is returned to full-staff. 
There are parades and a torch 
lighting ceremony, and there are 
nighttime festivities with danc-
ing and singing. During the day, 
many Israelis celebrate outdoors 
with hikes and picnics. 

So when something brings 
hardship or sadness to my life, I 
look for the good to follow. And 
I always keep a chilled bottle of 
bubbly in the fridge. You never 
know when there will be some-
thing to celebrate.

Let’s Go on a Trip
Tired from all the cleaning 

and cooking for Passover? It’s 
time for a vacation. Where to 

go? Israel, of course! Join Ha-
dassah Charlotte on a virtual trip 
to Israel for our no show major 
fundraiser event on Saturday 
evening, April 17. Funds raised 
will go toward Hadassah’s 360º 
Campaign to renovate the Round 
Building at Hadassah Hospital, 
Ein Kerem in Jerusalem.

Choose what you want to do 
on your trip. Do you want to float 
in the Dead Sea? Go on a camel 
ride in the desert? Eat falafel? 
You can do everything from the 
comfort of your own home. And 
the best thing is that you don’t 
have to renew your passport, 
pack for the trip, or scrunch into 
the middle seat on the airplane.

Once you receive your invita-
tion in the mail, choose what you 
want to spend for your “non-trip” 
to Israel. Mail in your RSVP 
along with your donation and do 
whatever you want on April 17. 
No need to mark your calendar or 
show up anywhere at any time. 
Have a good trip!

Save the TaTas
The Novant Health Mobil 

Mammography Van (Mam-
movan) will be at the JCC at 
Shalom Park, 5007 Providence 
Road, on April 5 from 9:30 a.m. 

to 3:30 p.m. Walk in or schedule 
an appointment by calling (704) 
384-7226. If you can volunteer 
to help or have questions, please 
contact Lori at lptrap@aol.com.

And in Other Hadassah 
News…

Hadassah’s short story discus-
sion group meets on the third Fri-
day of each month at 11:45a.m. 
to discuss stories with Jewish 
content. The next meeting will 
be held on Friday, April 16. The 
story is The Good Father, found 
on page 127 of the book “Many 
Seconds Into the Future” by John 
J. Clayton. For additional infor-
mation, email Amalia Warshen-
brot at AmaliaIma@ATT.net or 
Linda Levy at levyollie@aol.
com. 

Do you like lox? Would you 
eat it in a box? Would you eat 
it with a fox? Yes, I would eat it 
in a Lox Box on Mother’s Day, 
Sunday, May 9. Enjoy lox, bagel, 
cream cheese, and more for your 
Mother’s Day brunch. Check the 
Hadassah website for additional 
information. 

Hadassah’s Sunshine Com-
mittee prepares much-needed 
meals for Jewish Family Ser-
vices’ Circle of Caring Hearts on 

a monthly basis. A dozen helpers 
provided more than 100 meals in 
February. This has all been made 
possible by the donation of food 
and time by Hadassah Charlotte 
members. If you would like to 
help purchase supplies, cook, or 
assemble meals, please contact 
Elissa at svining@aol.com. 

The next Hadassah Charlotte 
Board meeting will be on Mon-
day, April 19 at 7 p.m. All mem-
bers are invited. For more infor-
mation about Hadassah Charlotte 
events, refer to our website at 
hadassahcltevents.org.

Choose Your Own Israel Adventures With 
Hadassah

At first, he was most inter-
ested in what happened to the 
musical stars of North Africa 
after they had left and moved to 
countries where Arabic was not 
the dominant language. In one 
famous example, singer Zohra 
El Fassia, a cultural icon in Mo-
rocco, moved to Israel and was 
quickly relegated to a remote, 
dusty corner of the country, with 
few opportunities to perform, as 
memorialized in a 1976 poem 
by Erez Bitton. 

With time, Silver grew more 
curious to learn about the earlier 
period, the heyday of these art-
ists. And he wondered if there 
was a richer history to be dis-
covered beyond archival docu-
ments of conventional historical 
research.

The musical record provided 
what he was looking for. Each 
album usually indicated not 
only the name of the performer 
but sometimes also the compos-
er and lyricist. The name of the 
record label and the place of 
pressing were important details. 
The lyrics and melodies encod-
ed on the shellac told him many 
stories.

“Here we have a history of 

North African Jews in their own 
words in Arabic through the 
music, which is traditional and 
popular and everything in be-
tween,” Silver said.

He learned to listen for things 
like shoutouts naming mem-
bers of the orchestra, or sudden 
interludes with a musician of-
fering their personal story. He 
encountered the cultural seep-
age of American influences, as 
evident, for example, in Arabic 
renditions of the classic “Yes, 
Sir! That’s my Baby.”

Or, take the music that Tuni-
sian Jewish star Habiba Msika 
recorded in the late 1920s in 
Berlin. Faraway from French 
protectorate authorities, she in-
corporated subversive messages 
about her homeland.

“On those records, if you lis-
ten to them until the end, she’ll 
shout out something like ‘Long 
live Egypt’ or ‘Long live the In-
dependent Levant.’ And then the 
orchestra erupts into applause,” 
Silver said.

Msika’s daring artistic pro-
duction and lifestyle earned 
widespread attention, including 
from Pablo Picasso and Coco 
Chanel, and tragically, from 

a murderous former romantic 
partner, who set fire to her apart-
ment, killing her at age 27.

Famous and universally 
adored, the particular Jewish-
ness of these musicians was not 
a secret. They openly identified 
themselves as Jews, and even if 
not, their dialects and accents 
gave them away. The first train-
ing ground for many Jewish art-
ists was the Shabbat table and 
the synagogue, which generated 
a musical style that many non-
Jews wanted to emulate, ac-
cording to Silver.

“There are many stories of 
Muslim musicians who would 

position themselves outside 
of the synagogue on Saturday 
mornings to learn a new or dif-
ferent melody,” he said.

Silver has cultivated a global 
community around this musical 
repertoire. He shares tracks and 
commentary on social media 
and through a dedicated web-
site called Gharamophone, a 
portmanteau of gharam, which 
means “love” or “passion” in 
Arabic, and gramophone. Over 
the past few years, he has racked 
up some 200,000 plays through 
SoundCloud alone.

One of the most important au-
diences he is serving is a young-

er generation of musicians in 
Israel and North Africa. They 
may have previously found a 
few low-quality YouTube vid-
eos, but now they have access to 
dozens of artists and hundreds 
of songs.

“You can see people inter-
acting with music in incredible 
ways, sometimes reprising cer-
tain songs as well,” Silver said.

One of the best examples is 
offered by the musicians Neta 
Elkayam and Amit Hai Co-
hen. They are a married couple 
who live in Jerusalem and have 
performed to large audiences 
in their country, as well as in 
Morocco and all over Europe. 
Below is a clip from their live 
performance of “Abiadi,” an in-
terpretation of and tribute to the 
Moroccan icon Zohra El Fassia.

“I never wanted to just col-
lect or to possess,” Silver said. 
“I wanted to collect in order to 
bring the music back into con-
versation with people. Every-
thing I’m endeavoring to do 
boils down to that. And I’ve had 
much success with it.”

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=JoFxzgPTCmY

(Continued from page 22)
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This recipe for gyðingakökur, “Jewish cookie” in Icelandic, comes from The Culinary 
Saga of New Iceland, Recipes From the Shores of Lake Winnipeg compiled by Kristin 
Olafson Jenkyns, a writer with forbearers from Iceland. Her book documents the history 
and culinary traditions of immigrants from Iceland who settled in North America at the 
end of the 19th century. 
Ingredients
For the dough:
• 2 1/2 cups flour 
• 1/2 tsp salt
• 1 tsp ground cardamom
• 3/4 cup butter, cut into 1/2 

inch cubes
• 1 egg
For the topping: 
• 1 cup cold, strong coffee
• 1 cup blanched slivered          

almonds, coarsely chopped
• 1 cup crushed sugar lumps 

(coarse bits, not fine)
Directions
• Stir flour, salt, and cardamom together.
• Work the butter into the flour mixture by rubbing it be-

tween your fingers, as if you were making a pie crust.
• Beat egg with a fork and add to dough. Combine well.
• Wrap in wax paper. Chill thoroughly (at least 1 hour) 

until firm.
• Roll out dough on wax paper until 1/8 inch thick. Cut in 

11/2 inch rounds with a cutter. Brush tops with coffee; 
mix the almonds and sugar and sprinkle generously on 
top. Press down gently with your hand to help the al-
mond-sugar mixture stick. Place on greased baking sheets 
and bake at 350 degrees F for about 12 minutes or until 
lightly golden brown.  

Recipe from The Nosher  via JTA https://www.myjewishlearning.com/
the-nosher/icelandic-jewish-cookies-recipe/

By Andrea Gamlin
WOW! We had a fun Purim 

event with Fun Coach Debbie 
Hirsch, who joined us from Is-
rael. A group of over 20 women 
joined together to learn how to 
add FUN to our lives. Debbie’s 
positive outlook is contagious, 
and so simple to employ in our 
own lives. When things get 
tough, we now know how to 
shift into fun mode and change 
the tone for ourselves as well as 
everyone around us. How pow-
erful we can be! Thank you to all 
who joined in, and to Debbie for 
giving us great tips for keeping 
happiness a priority.

 On Tuesday evening, March 
30, join us for our Book Club 
meeting on “Here All Along: 
Finding Meaning, Spirituality 
and a Deeper Connection to 
Life — In Judaism” by Sar-
ah Hurwitz. Ms. Hurwitz is a 
political speechwriter and at-
torney who began her Jewish 

inquiry in earnest at 36 years 
old. Her book is one way that 
she shares her insights in an 
engaging, upbeat way. Find the 
book at various bookstores or at 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg library 
branches. 

Save April 18 at 7:30 p.m. 
for a challah shaping experi-
ence! Make your own dough 
recipe, make ours or buy challah 
dough in advance and learn how 
to shape your challah into dif-
ferent forms. We’ll learn about 
creating a Shlissel challah, To-
rah scroll, animals, napkin rings 
and more! We’ll have fun with 
our challah dough! 

On May 11, we’ll have a 
Shavuot & Jerusalem Unifica-
tion Event. You’ll have to stay 
tuned to find out more, but I’ll 
give you a hint — we will be 
doing some healthy summer 
cooking! In June, we will host 
our next book club event.

Please go to WOW’s website 

at https://charlottewomenofwis-
dom.com/ for more information 
about W.O.W. and about our 
events. W.O.W. is a non-de-
nominational group for Jewish 
women to engage, learn and 
connect. No synagogue affilia-
tion is necessary. We have more 
fun, enlightening, educational, 
interesting events coming up in 
2021 and look forward to your 
participation!
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$2 OFF
Any Purchase 
of $10 or more

with this ad

Mike Sadri
Arboretum Shopping Center

7045415099
fax: 7045415989

Only 1 coupon per transaction. 
Expires 4/30/2021

Mike Sadri
Arboretum Shopping Center
fax: 704-541-5989 704-541-5099

Take Out or Delivery 
with Doordash

$2 OFF
Any Purchase

 of $10 or more 
with this ad

Josh Rubin’s Plumbing, LLC
LICENSED  BONDED  INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Layouts for slabs  Roughin and Finish
Water Heater Repairs and Replacement

Kitchen/Bath Remodeling
Toilets, Tubs, Faucets, Sink, and Disposal 

Repairs/Replacement
~ 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE ~

NC State Lic. #29197           SC State Lic. #M110508

7045174918

Icelandic Jewish Cookies

WOW! So Much to Learn, 
So Much Fun to Have!

"Distinctive English Modern Living"

• Lock & Leave Luxury Townhomes

• Walkable to Charlotte JCC

• Spacious Floorplans

• Phase 1 nearing completion, 7 Reserved & 7 Remaining

• Signature Greg Perry Inspired Architectural Design

TynecastleSouthPark.com | Dee Reid 704-281-3913



By Lorrie Klemons
Guilt is defined by Webster’s 

Dictionary as a feeling of re-
sponsibility or remorse for some 
offense, crime, wrong, and so 
forth, whether real or imagined. 
Guilt is an extremely powerful 
emotion. It can destroy your spir-
it and your soul. It eats away at 
you like a cancer, causing you to 
become physically and/or emo-
tionally sick. It doesn’t matter if 
the guilt is real or imagined. The 
results are the same, and they are 
rarely positive.

There are several reasons 
for guilt, including something 
you did wrong, something you 
should’ve done but didn’t, some-
thing you didn’t do but want to, 
something you think you did 
wrong, thinking you didn’t do 
enough to help someone, or 
thinking you’re doing better than 
someone else. No matter what 
the cause, guilt is exhausting and 
drains you emotionally and spir-
itually, ultimately making you a 
less effective care partner.

Who feels guilt? Only peo-
ple with a conscience do. So if 
you’re feeling guilt, congratula-
tions! It means you’re a decent 
human being! You know the 
difference between right and 
wrong and experience a sense 
of responsibility or remorse 
when you take the wrong path, 
when you cause harm to anoth-
er person, when you damage 
another person’s property, when 
you make somebody feel bad, or 
when you cause pain to another 
human being or animal. It’s not 
uncommon to feel guilt when 
you feel that someone else has 
been treated unfairly or is hav-
ing a rough time while things are 
terrific with you. Is it guilt about 
the other person’s situation, or is 
it guilt perhaps because subcon-
sciously you feel happy that it’s 
the other’s misfortune and not 
yours?

When my 31-year-old sister’s 
husband died of colon cancer at 

the age of 33, I remember my 
parents saying that the only thing 
that could be worse was if my 
sister had died. They didn’t feel 
any guilt about saying that. It 
was a perceived relief that it was 
their son-in-law rather than their 
daughter who had died. Should 
they have felt guilty? Though 
they felt sad that he had died and 
excruciating grief, they didn’t 
feel responsible. And that is the 
key. One can certainly feel sor-
row without feeling responsible 
when bad things happen to other 
people — especially when those 
bad things happen to loved ones.

When you assume the role 
of care partner, you take on an 
enormous responsibility. It’s not 
always something you bargained 
for nor could ever have predict-
ed. But guilt should not be part 
of that job description. It’s not 
your fault that your loved one 
is sick. You didn’t do anything 
to make anyone sick. You know 
it’s because of circumstances 
beyond your control and beyond 
your own — or anyone else’s 
— capabilities to make things 
better. Whether out of love or 
out of obligation, you assume 
the role of caregiver and do your 
best to make it work. Often, you 
know it’s not going to be a pret-
ty or happy ending. But you per-
severe in the task because you 
want the best for your loved one. 
With that person’s best interest 
at heart, you push forward, day 
after day, trying to make each 
day count, usually putting your 
loved one’s needs before your 
own. You persevere even at the 
risk of sacrificing your own 
needs and your own well-being.

You work hard, physically 
and emotionally. You sacrifice 
— your job, your family, your 
friends, your health. Your heart 
is in the right place. You try to 
do the right thing. You feel your 
loved one’s pain and empathize 
with their suffering. So why 
should you feel guilty? What is 
the rationale for it? Aren’t you 
suffering enough? Why add 
guilt to your own pain? 

It is important to recognize 
your own physical, emotional, 

and spiritual needs so you can 
sustain your own wellness to be 
an effective care partner. Setting 
boundaries by identifying those 
tasks you are unable or unwilling 
to do for your loved one is a ma-
jor step in helping you meet your 
own needs. You should not feel 
guilty about orchestrating ways 
to meet your own needs while 
caring for your ailing loved one. 
It’s okay to have someone else 
come into your home to help. 
You should not feel guilty if you 
go out for a haircut or a massage 
or catch a movie with a friend. 
You must do what you need to 
do to survive. It’s not your fault 
your loved one is sick. If you 
could, you’d make them well. If 
you could, you’d kiss all the pain 
away. Often, you’d switch plac-
es with them to give them back 
their life, especially if you’re a 
caregiver for a child.

Guilt is a complex emotion. It 
can overpower you, gnaw at your 
soul, cause inertia, and grow like 
a cancer, causing bitterness, an-
ger, hostility, and even hatred. 
You must identify it. Accept it. 
Overcome it. If guilt looms in 
your heart, you must recognize 
it and deal with it. If you’re feel-
ing guilty, how does it affect your 
relationship with your loved 
one? Can you have a meaning-
ful conversation with your loved 
one about your feelings? Perhaps 
your loved one couldn’t care less 
about the very things you’re feel-
ing guilty about. Wouldn’t that 
be wonderful? You’d immediate-
ly be relieved of your guilt!

What should you do if you 
realize you harbor feelings of 
guilt? Seek professional help. 
Seek the support of other care 
partners to validate your feelings 
and know it’s normal to feel this 
way. Realize that although nor-
mal, guilt is not a positive emo-
tion. It breeds discontent. It will 
make you miserable and angry. 
It is counterproductive and will 
adversely affect the care you pro-
vide as care partner. You’ll grow 
to resent your loved one, and this 
is not a good thing.

Lorrie Klemons, MSN, RN, 
CDP is a Certified Demen-
tia Practitioner,  Patient-Se-
nior-Caregiver Advocate, Ed-
ucator, Consultant, Speaker, 
Author, Warrior Mom, and  End 
of Life-Death Doula. Reach 
out to Lorrie for any health-
care advocacy or empowerment 
needs you might have at lor-
rieklemons@gmail.com. www.
KlemonsHealthCareConsulting.
com.

The Charlotte Jewish News - April 2021 - Page 28 

For more information,  
please contact:  

Director, Sandra Goldman  
director@hebrewcemetery.org

704-576-1859

Make preplanning your  
f inal act of love and kindness.

 

• Peace of mind    • Locked in cost
• Funeral planning your way

 

Guilt Can Destroy Your Spirit

Lorrie Klemons, MSN, RN, CDP

Yours Truly 
Needlepoint and Knitting

Join Us - Knit, Crochet, Needlepoint
* Handpainted needlepoint 
canvases

* Huge selection of yarns

* Expert finishing
* Complimentary lessons
* Unique gift ideas

THANKS TO THE AMAZING WORK OF VOLUNTEERS
12,000 blankets have been donated to the Levine Children’s Hospital

10,000 chemo hats have been donated to facilities for cancer 
patients around Charlotte

All proceeds go to local charities 704-366-6765

Wednesdays 8-11 AM at the Levine Jewish Community Center 
Thursdays 9 AM - 5 PM at the home of Lynn Edelstein 3802 Columbine Cir.

“When you assume the 
role of care partner, you 
take on an enormous re-
sponsibility. It’s not always 
something you bargained 
for nor could ever have 
predicted. But guilt should 
not be part of that job de-
scription.” 
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Hebrew Cemetery
By Kevin Levine

Your Hebrew Cemetery As-
sociation of Charlotte (HCA) 
serves every facet of the great-
er Charlotte Jewish community, 
spanning from unaffiliated to 
the most observant. As one of 
the many who invest personal 
time and treasure, I believe that 
your cemetery should have the 
very best final resting place and 
holy grounds we can afford and 
sustain. It should be well main-
tained and provide the highest 
level of service and most re-
spectful care for those in their 
time of loss and grief. It must 
be a place of peaceful serenity, 
securing those interred, while 
welcoming family and friends 
to feel safe and comfortable 
while visiting. Your HCA is that 
place because of your support 
and good stewardship.

Volunteers have a connection 
to the institutions we choose 
to serve. My connection to the 
HCA is my desire to help care 
for those in need and to continue 
a long family history of service 
to the HCA. My husband Lou-
is’s family (Morris B. and son, 
Alfred Smith, and M. Benjamin 
Sinkoe) were lifelong servant 

leaders of the HCA. Pictured 
below are some of the Smith 
descendants, Drew Grey, Louis 
Sinkoe, and Danny Levinson. 
My connection is through them. 
It was important to them, and I 
receive much personal reward 
in helping others. I am proud to 
now serve as the association’s 
president and celebrate my 18th 
year of volunteering with this 
important and worthy institu-
tion. 

Having attended many fu-
nerals as a teenager and young 

adult, I noticed things that 
were handled well and those 
that could have been handled 
better. In the 1980s and 1990s, 
the cemetery needed much 
improvement. Thanks to the 
leadership and contributions of 
many and heavy work of a few, 
your HCA is a shining star as 
cemeteries go. It is well funded 
and professionally operated; it 
is a place I feel I can rest peace-
fully in when my time comes. 
Yes, at 48 years of age, Louis 
and I purchased graves and had 

our plans in writing. I hope you 
make plans too. I also hope you 
find your connection to a cause 
and serve by committing time or 
treasure or in whatever way you 
feel comfortable. 

The HCA welcomes those de-
siring to serve, purchase graves, 
and financially support through 
annual membership, donations, 
or legacy gifts. For more infor-
mation, visit our website: He-
brewcemetery.org, email me at 

hklclt@gmail.com, or call our 
director, Sandra Goldman at 
(704) 576.1859. 

A Life Plan Community off ered by Liberty Senior Living

Seniors today don’t have to give up an active, rewarding lifestyle to enjoy the peace of mind 

that comes from right-sizing their home and having continuing care in place should they need it.

We are redefining senior living. Whether for yourself or for a loved one, call to schedule a visit to 

discover all that our community has to offer.

4801 BARCLAY DOWNS DRIVE ,  CHARLOTTE ,  NC 28210      |      980.224.8540      |       THEBARCLAYATSOUTHPARK.COM

© 2021 The Barclay at SouthPark

NOW OPEN
Select Your Home Today!

of a Senior Living Community.Retire Your Perception

121034 barclay retire your perception yoga ad-cjn.indd   1121034 barclay retire your perception yoga ad-cjn.indd   1 3/15/21   9:52 AM3/15/21   9:52 AM

In front of Hebrew Cemetery, Original Chapel and Smith Plaques 
l-r. Drew Grey, Louis Sinkoe (Smith descendants),

 Danny Levinson (Smith-Grandson and Great Grandson)



By Jenna Owens-Shumate
COVID can’t keep us down 

at Charlotte Jewish Preschool 
(CJP)! My name is Jenna Ow-
ens-Shumate, and I am one of the 
lead teachers on the magnificent 
4-year-olds’ team. I want to share 
some magic with you today and 
talk about how generous and 
adaptable children can be, even 
during a global pandemic. 

We are creating new and inno-
vative ways to keep our students 
engaged with Jewish values. 
Traditionally, our school comes 

together annually as an entire 
student body to combine our 
tzedakah collection. Because of 
COVID-related restrictions, this 
year we have delegated the re-
sponsibility of giving tzedakah 
to individual classes. What an 
opportunity! 

I asked my students what they 
would like to do for our tzeda-
kah project this year. Much to 
my surprise, they chose the 
idea to help homeless animals! 
Kehillah (community) is our 

classroom theme, and for seven 
months we have discussed and 
demonstrated what it means to be 
a community. We have embarked 
on various community projects. 
But it wasn’t until our tzedakah 
unit that the class combined the 
themes of “Who in our commu-
nity may be in need?” and “How 
may we help?”

After completing a large food 
drive for Jewish Family Services 
food pantry, our class sought 
other organizations to help. I 
had seen social media posts 

from Day One Animal Rescue 
requesting supplies and funding 
assistance from the community. I 
contacted the rescue to see if we 
could partner with it. The orga-
nization gladly accepted, and our 
partnership was born! 

Our class jumped right in! We 
asked Day One for information 
regarding pets that were strug-
gling to be placed in homes. We 
used its information to create 
posters for our school hallways 
and flyers to send home with stu-
dents. We also asked for a wish 

list of the rescue’s most vitally 
needed items. From there, our 
class created a flyer, checklist, 
and donation box. While hard at 
work on these projects, one stu-
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Tzedakah Projects at the Charlotte Jewish 
Preschool

~ SCHOOL NEWS ~

Ms. Jenna’s first drop-off at the rescue

(Continued on page 31)

(Clara Scavo working on food drive
 for JFS)

(Aviva Mark making donations for 
Day One Animal Rescue)

(Freyr Johnson making flyers)



By Devorah Gorkin
The JPS staff is embarking on 

a journey — using the program 
Conscious Discipline®. Created 
by Dr. Becky Bailey in 1996, 
Conscious Discipline is a com-
prehensive classroom manage-
ment program and a social-emo-
tional curriculum. It is based on 
current brain research, child 
development, and developmen-
tally appropriate practices. What 
I love most about Conscious Dis-
cipline is that it is specifically 
designed to make changes in the 
lives of adults first. The adults, in 
turn, change the lives of children. 
The focus inward is crucial and is 
the only way to truly bring about 
change. 

Beginning this February, our 
staff is taking part in a book 
study, accompanied by work-
shops and meetings, to learn and 
discuss how to internalize Con-
scious Discipline and implement 
it in our classrooms. 

Conscious Discipline is com-
patible with methods we cur-
rently use, and by teaching the 
research behind these methods 
and why they are effective, will 
validate and add depth to those 

methods. It will further develop 
teachers’ toolkit of solutions for 
children’s challenging behaviors 
and offer a solution-oriented ap-
proach. In the long term, once our 
staff has been fully educated and 
is implementing the program, we 
hope to involve our parent body 
as well, offering education and 
inviting parents to join us on this 
journey.

We are so excited about this 
program and will continue to 
share as we go along. If you 

don’t already, I encourage you 
to follow @conciousdiscipline 
on Instagram for daily reminders 
and weekly tips; it’s an incredi-
ble resource for both parents and 
educators. Wishing you well!
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Introducing Conscious Discipline at JPS: 
Change Comes From Within

dent, Freyr Johnson, jumped up 
and exclaimed, “Why don’t we 
hand out these flyers to the other 
classes so they can help too?” Off 
we went to deliver flyers to other 
classrooms. Thus far, I have al-
ready made two trips to Day One 
Animal Rescue to drop off more 
than $200 worth of supplies our 
class purchased with the tzeda-
kah we had raised. 

I am so proud of the Kehillah 
class! But the work is not fin-
ished. If you would like to donate 
to One Day, please do so at: 

Day One Animal Rescue
1101 Baldwin Avenue
Marion, NC 28752
(828) 559-2777
Paypal: dayoneanimalrescue
Be sure to say the Kehillah 

class sent you!

CJP Continued
(Continued from page 30)



By Gale Osborne
“Will you ever have a middle 

school?” This question has been 
asked by both our current parents 
looking to have their children re-
main beyond fifth grade and new 
families looking at CJDS as a 
potential choice for their child’s 
elementary education. It was the 
single most asked question in our 
most recent, pre-pandemic par-
ent survey, and COVID has not 
weakened the excitement for this 
possibility. Parents are looking 
for an alternative to current pub-
lic and private offerings. They 
are seeking a smaller middle 
school with differentiated in-
struction and an emphasis on the 
whole child, especially at a time 
at which teens are experienc-
ing additional workloads, class 
changes, and new peer pressures.

Over the past 18 months, a 
committed group of parent lay 
leaders has continued to survey 
our parents and hold grade-lev-
el meetings. Our administrative 
team investigated curriculum, 
created budgets, and discussed 
elective offerings. Our growing 
community of parents voiced its 

confidence in the quality of a 
CJDS education, understanding 
that the children are develop-
ing skills beyond the expected 
benchmarks in the areas of read-
ing comprehension and literacy, 
math, science, and technology, 
all accomplished on a canvas of 
Jewish beliefs and deep Torah 
study. We’re excited to be able to 
say that the possibility of a mid-
dle school has become a reality!

Beginning with the 2022-2023 
school year, CJDS will institute 
a sixth grade and will add an ad-
ditional grade for the next two 
years. By 2025, CJDS will be 
a K-8 school. Already, 27 stu-
dents have signed agreements 
and made tuition deposits to en-
sure that enrollment continues 
for all three years. The secular 
academic curriculum will meet 
national and state standards and 
be comparable to that of inde-
pendent schools in the area. New 
faculty will be retained, with 
expertise in higher-level math, 
biology and chemistry, and En-
glish. Judaic education will be 
a seamless continuation of the 
current K-5 curriculum of He-

brew language, Jewish life cycle, 
and Torah studies. Additionally, 
the students will participate in 
community service and student 
advisory and will take electives. 
Elective courses will take advan-
tage of the community at large, 
sometimes taking our students 
to off-campus locations, other 
times, bringing the experts in.

We are humbled by the mes-
sage of confidence from our 
parents and excited about this 
expansion for our school. The 

addition of older students, cou-
pled with our recent growth in 
enrollment, creates new opportu-
nities for student leadership and 
engagement and a vibrant new 
energy that all our students will 
feel and benefit from. 

You don’t need to be a cur-
rent CJDS student to attend our 
middle school. The new mid-
dle school program is open to 
students from both public and 
private schools. For more in-
formation, call (704) 366-4558 

or email Gale Osborne at gos-
borne@cjdschool.org.  See how 
a CJDS Middle School education 
can work for your family!
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Charlotte Jewish Day School to Become a K-8 
School!

In celebration of Read Across America Day, the 
residents of Waltonwood Cotswold recently joined 
students via Zoom from the Charlotte Jewish Day 
School to read a variety of stories together. During 
this special intergenerational event, the residents 
and the students dressed as characters from the 
stories, which provided an additional level of 
fun to the reading. Sponsored by the National 
Education Association, Read Across America Day 

encourages children to celebrate reading. 
“We had a fantastic time reading to the lovely 

students at the Charlotte Jewish Day School,” said 
Nancy Rucker, resident at Waltonwood Cotswold. 
“As a retired schoolteacher, I found that reading 
to the children was so enriching and brought 
so much joy to me. I appreciate Waltonwood 

Read Across America

(Continued on page 33)



finding ways for us to create 
an educational environment for 
students that promotes curiosity 
and excitement. I look forward 
to participating again next year, 
hopefully in person.”

Because of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the seniors and 
students couldn’t be in the 
same room but could still 
connect virtually to celebrate 

the importance of literacy 
and learning. Waltonwood 
recognizes the importance of 
literacy and wanted to encourage 
others to still get involved on this 
important day. 
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By Rosie Smolowitz
Every Wednesday night, I 

used to head over to Shalom 
Park, eat dinner, go to class, and 
most of all, hang out with my 
friends at Hebrew High. It was a 
great place to be able to unload 
from school and catch up with 
people I only got to see once a 
month. When COVID-19 hit, 
we were all worried that it was 
going to end.

Lucky for us, it didn’t. He-
brew High found a way to con-
nect us, via the Internet, instead 

of in person. Instead of hopping 
over to the temple, I now hop 
onto Zoom. Every few weeks, I 
pick two classes: one is called a 
“Limmud” class. and the other 
is called a “Kehillah” class. 

The first class is a learning 
class, meaning that we are on 
Zoom for about an hour learn-
ing about something that in-
terests us. Right now, I am in 
a class that teaches me about 
Christianity. Many other cre-
ative classes with fun lesson 
plans have been offered, includ-
ing a hands-on Jewish cooking 
class and a class about the role 
of Judaism in film. 

After that first class ends, 
we get a 10-minute break to 
get off the computer. You can 
walk around or get a snack or 
drink. When the break ends, 
we get on a Zoom class that’s 
really all about having fun with 
other Jewish teens rather than 
learning. Most recently, I have 
chosen Jackbox Games. These 
are online games that you can 
play through Zoom that require 
creativity, humor, and being 
social. The other options have 
been scavenger hunts, arts and 

crafts, other computer games. 
and more.

No matter how many chores 
or how much homework I have 
to do, Hebrew High: Zoom 
Edition has been a great way 
for me to take a break from the 
stress of life and hang out with 
teachers and my Jewish friends 
while having a great time. I’m 
so grateful that they figured out 
a way for us to stay connected 
while staying apart!

T O U R S  D A I L Y   |   W W W. WA L T O N W O O D . C O M   |   W W W. S I N G H J O B S . C O M

COTSWOLD

Assisted Living & Memory Care 

5215 Randolph Road
Charlotte, NC 28211

704-495-6031

Independent Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care

11945 Providence Road
Charlotte, NC 28277

704-246-3055
PROVIDENCE

We offer a carefree lifestyle in communities full of amenities with endless possibilities.  

Call and schedule a tour today and learn more!

Happy Spring!
from your friends at Waltonwood Senior Living

Staying Connected While 
Staying Apart

Read Across America 

Rosie Smolowitz is a freshman 
at Myers Park High School who 
serves as a member at large on 
the Temple Beth El youth group, 
Liberty. She is also involved in 
speech and debate at her school 
and competes in tournaments. In 
her free time, she loves to play 
piano, practice volleyball, and 
hang out with her friends!

(Continued from page 32)



The Charlotte Jewish News - April 2021 - Page 34

I love when I find out that a 
famous person or author is Jew-
ish. That spark of Jewish pride is 
inspirational! There are many fa-
mous children’s books you may 
never have known were written 
by Jewish authors. I have includ-
ed a short list of some of my fa-
vorites.

“Curious George” by H.A. 
Rey (Reyersbach)

As a child, I always wanted a 
pet monkey. Perhaps I wanted to 
be like the man in the yellow hat. 

From its first publication date in 
1941 until today, Curious George 
remains one of the most popular 
fictional characters of all time. 
What you may not realize is that 
the author of our beloved George 
was actually a German Jew who 
fled the Nazis on a bicycle. Hans 
Augusto Reyersbach and his wife 
(née Margarete Waldstein) were 
actually saved from a suspicious 
border guard by showing cute 
drawings for children’s books, 
which eventually convinced the 
guard that they were not enemy 
agents. Are you curious about 
my favorite? It’s the original 
book “Curious George.” I rec-
ommend this book for ages 2-5. 
For older children (grades 3-6), I 
recommend the excellent PJ Our 
Way book “The Journey That 

Saved Curious George: The 
True Wartime Escape of Mar-
gret and H. A. Rey” by Louise 
Borden.

“Alexander and the Terri-
ble, Horrible, No Good, Very 
Bad Day” by Judith Viorst

Having sold more than two 
million copies, this classic is a 
necessity for every young child’s 
bookshelf! We all have days 
things just keep going wrong. 
This book explores the frustra-
tion on days like these and the 
feelings of just wanting to run 
away — “move to Australia” — 
when things don’t go the way 
you would have liked them to go. 
Not only does this book provide 
the perfect jumping-off point for 
discussion, but also it is just plain 
fun! Recommended for ages 3-6. 

I also recommend “The Tenth 
Good Thing About Barney” by 
Judish Viorst about a beloved 
dog for any family dealing with 
death. 

“How Do Dinosaurs Say 
Goodnight” by Jane Yolen

Yolen has been called the 
Hans Christian Anderson of the 
United States. Incredibly, she has 
written 398 books! Throughout 

her prolific career she has won 
a multitude of awards, including 
for “The Devil’s Arithmetic” 
(middle school), “Owl Moon” 
(children), “Briar Rose” (adult), 
and “How Do Dinosaurs Say 
Goodnight?”

The “How Do Dinosaurs” 
books (15 of them) are all won-
derful! The simple, rhyming text 
helps children explore behaviors 
in a fun, predictable manner 
without any harsh dictums. Many 
of the Dinosaur series are also 
available in board book format. 
Recommended for ages 1-5 and 
early readers. 

“Frog and Toad Are 
Friends” by Arnold Lobel

I remember watching a child 
giggling as he listened to a book-
on-tape in the library. He was lis-
tening to the Caldecott-winner 
“Frog and Toad Are Friends!” 
This delightful, classic series, 
now 50 years old, is about a silly 
toad and his best friend frog and 
their misadventures. Each book 
has five short stories. These I Can 
Read books are perfect for early 
readers but will be cherished by 
preschoolers as well.

Did you know? The author 

Lemony Snicket, a pen name for 
Daniel Handler, is Jewish?

All these books and more 
are available in the Center for 
Jewish Education, home of the 
Levine-Sklut Judaic Library. 
Families may borrow books 
in-person (visits available by ap-
pointments only), or books may 
be reserved for curbside pickup. 
For more information, please 
call (704) 944-6783, email us at 
library@jewishcharlotte.org, or 
visit our website www.jewish-
charlotte/cje.org.

~ Miss Debby’s Bookshelf ~
Best-loved Children’s Books

By Miss Debby

Debby Block
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~ YOUTH VISIONS ~

By Eliza Carney, Moishe House 
Senior Director of Marketing & 
Communications

Moishe House, the leading or-
ganization engaging more than 
70,000 young Jewish adults 
across the world each year, will 
acquire the Base Movement 
rabbinic network from Hillel 
International, a move that will 
bring Jewish education to life 
for Moishe House residents and 
create multidimensional experi-
ences within their communities. 
Base was incubated as an inno-
vation project at Hillel Interna-
tional, growing to engage over 
6,000 young Jewish adults per 
year and fostering valuable data 
and learning regarding Base’s 
home-based engagement model.

The acquisition formalizes 
the relationship between Base 
and Moishe House, who have 
been partnering for years on lo-
cal programs, fueled by the or-
ganic relationships built between 
young adult community builders 
and rabbis. Though Base will 

function within Moishe House, 
offering its unique program-
ming, it will continue to be led 
by its co-founder and execu-
tive director, Faith Leener, who 
grew up in Charlotte and whose 
sister, Esther Brigham, was 
one of the original residents of 
Moishe House Charlotte. Both 
Leener and her colleague, Matt 
Bonney-Cohen, Base’s director 
of strategic operations and or-
ganizational learning, join the 

Moishe House leadership team 
with a wider vision to expand the 
model to other communities. 

“Moishe House is a natural 
home for Base, and integrating 
our outreach and our commu-
nities will further increase our 
ability to serve as fulfilling re-
sources for young Jews,” said 
David Cygielman, founder and 
chief executive officer of Moishe 
House. “We are eager to grow 
this exciting model and look for-
ward to finding new partners to 
seed new Bases. We are deeply 
grateful for our partners at Hil-
lel International along with all 
the local partners and generous 
donors who have supported this 
acquisition.”

While both Base and Moishe 
House are rooted in home-based 
programming, Base’s rabbin-
ic-led education and engage-
ment model will enable Moishe 
House to continue to grow and 
integrate more direct-learning 
and rabbinic mentorship oppor-
tunities for young adults. Base 

closely aligns with the array of 
investments Moishe House has 
made in learning and educational 
initiatives and is a strategic next 
step in engaging with its global 
community in new and innova-
tive ways.

“We are proud of the role Hil-
lel has played in the first chapter 
of Base’s story and excited to 
watch it continue to grow as part 
of Moishe House,” said Adam 
Lehman, president and CEO of 
Hillel International. “Hillel re-
mains committed to developing 
innovative new models and plat-
forms for Jewish engagement, 
through projects such as Base, 
and to finding the best paths for 
maximizing the impact of these 
initiatives for the overall Jewish 
community.”

As part of this transition, Base 
Ithaca (Cornell) and Base Ber-
lin will remain part of Hillel and 
rebrand over the next two years. 
During a transition period, these 
Bases will continue to receive 
support from the Base move-

ment, including cohort building, 
training, and continuing educa-
tion. 

Moishe House will acquire 
six of Base’s locations that are 
unaffiliated with universities in 
New York, Chicago, Boston, and 
Miami, with plans to incorporate 
Base into more Moishe House 
communities across the United 
States. The professional staff 

Matt Bonney-Cohen, 
Base Director of Strategic Operations 

and Organizational Learning

Faith Leener, Base Co-Founder and 
Executive Director

(Continued on page 36) 
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David Van Glish, CFP®, CRPC® 
Senior Vice President  
Wealth Management Advisor 

980.282.1784  
david_vanglish@ml.com

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management 
6000 Fairview Road  
Suite 600  
Charlotte, NC 28210 

We can provide customized, comprehensive advice and guidance to help you stay on track to pursue your goals. 
When the world changes, we’re here to help. Let’s work through this together.

Source: The Forbes “Best-in-State Wealth Advisors” list, February 11, 2021. Data provided by SHOOK™ Research, LLC. Data as of June 30, 2020. The Forbes “Best-in-State Wealth Advisors” ranking was developed by SHOOK Research 
and is based on in-person and telephone due diligence meetings to evaluate each advisor qualitatively, a major component of a ranking algorithm that includes: client retention, industry experience, review of compliance records, firm 
nominations; and quantitative criteria, including: assets under management and revenue generated for their firms. Investment performance is not a criterion because client objectives and risk tolerances vary, and advisors rarely have 
audited performance reports. Rankings are based on the opinions of SHOOK Research, LLC and not indicative of future performance or representative of any one client’s experience. Rankings and recognition from Forbes are no guarantee 
of future investment success and do not ensure that a current or prospective client will experience a higher level of performance results, and such rankings should not be construed as an endorsement of the advisor. Neither Forbes nor 
SHOOK Research receives compensation in exchange for placement on the ranking. Forbes is a trademark of Forbes Media LLC. All rights reserved.
Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (also referred to as “MLPF&S” or “Merrill”) makes available certain investment products sponsored, managed, distributed or provided by companies that are affiliates of Bank of America 
Corporation (“BofA Corp.”). MLPF&S is a registered broker-dealer, registered investment adviser, Member SIPC and a wholly owned subsidiary of BofA Corp.

Investment products: Are Not FDIC Insured Are Not Bank Guaranteed May Lose Value
The Bull Symbol is a registered trademark of Bank of America Corporation.
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP® and CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ in the U.S. CRPC® is a registered service mark of the College for Financial Planning.
© 2021 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.  MAP3047724 | AD-02-21-1046 | 472538PM-0420 | 03/2021

Now more than ever,  
personalized advice matters
Congratulations to David Van Glish for being named to the Forbes “Best-in-State Wealth Advisors” 2021 list.

MCEWEN
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION

 @ Myers Park

Moishe House 

Faith Leener leads a discussion during a Base program at her home 
in Brooklyn, New York 

responsible for overseeing the 
broader Base Movement and 
supporting the teams will now 
be employees of Moishe House. 

“We feel confident that 
Moishe House’s extensive 
reach and operational expertise 
provide Base the best platform to 
continue to grow, innovate, and 
serve our communities with the 
love, care, and intention we have 
provided these past six years to 
over 30,000 young adults,” said 
Leener. “I’m proud to continue 
growing this initiative from a six-
year-old start-up to a movement 
that is more fundamentally 
embedded in the fabric of how 

young adults experience Jewish 
community across the country 
and how they experience Jewish 
leadership.” 

For more information on 
Base, its data-driven approach 
to Jewish engagement, and key 
funders, visit www.basemove-
ment.org.

About Moishe House
Moishe House is the glob-

al leader in engaging Jewish 
young adults in peer-led pro-
gramming. Through multiple 
programming initiatives, includ-
ing Moishe Houses and Pods, 
Moishe House Without Walls, 
and Jewish Learning Retreats, 

more than 70,000 young adults 
around the world participated 
in more than 12,000 programs. 
Moishe House programs are 
open to people from all Jewish 
backgrounds and are supported 
by generous funders in communi-
ties across the globe. To find out 
more about Moishe House, visit 
www.moishehouse.org.

About Hillel International
Founded in 1923, Hillel has 

been enriching the lives of Jew-
ish students for more than 90 
years. Today, Hillel Internation-
al is a global organization that 
welcomes students of all back-
grounds and fosters an enduring 

commitment to Jewish life, learn-
ing, and Israel. Hillel is ded-
icated to enriching the lives of 
Jewish students so that they may 
enrich the Jewish people and the 
world. As the largest Jewish stu-
dent organization in the world, 
Hillel builds connections with 

emerging adults at more than 
550 colleges and universities 
and inspires them to direct their 
own path. During their formative 
college years, students are chal-
lenged to explore, experience, 
and create vibrant Jewish lives. 

(Continued from page 35)
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Welcome to  
senior living like  
you’ve never seen it. 
Generations at Shalom Park is a new vision in active 
independent living that is Jewish in spirit, making it open to all.  
Featuring a limited number of architecturally striking residences in the heart of a 
dynamic multigenerational campus, Generations is coming to SouthPark in 2023.

To reserve the residence of your choice now while opportunities remain, or to learn 
more, call (704) 736-3343 and take a closer look at generationsatshalompark.com.

PROUDLY AFFILIATED WITH ALDERSGATE
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MATTHEWS, NC

A premier Acts Retirement-Life Community, Matthews Glen has 
long been celebrated for its resort-like campus, superb amenities 
and welcoming community of delightful friends and neighbors. As 
we head forward into spring, Matthews Glen is pleased to announce 
an exciting expansion, including gorgeous new two-bedroom 
apartments with a den where you can enjoy a gracious, worry-free 
lifestyle in a brand new home. Best of all, Acts Life Care® offers a 
range of healthcare services on the same Matthews Glen campus and 
protects residents’ nest eggs even as their needs change. Call today 
to learn more about our beautiful new apartments and how you can 
enjoy the retirement of your dreams.

(704) 389-3695  |  AboutActs.com/JewishNews

Now Taking Reservatio
ns F

or 

Future Apartm
ent H

omes!

The good life is getting better

Formerly Plantation Estates

Living life and looking ahead
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Yom HaShoah
Many Join At Service of Remembrance

Newspaper archives are a treasure trove of collective memories, providing a snapshot of our history. 
The following is from May, 1979.

Hampton Inn & Suites SouthPark at Phillips Place, 
Charlotte, NC  28210    7043195700

www.hamptonsouthpark.com

SouthPark at Phillips Place

w Featuring 124 beautifully decorated guest
rooms and suites conveniently located 

in Phillips Place
w Complimentary amenities include: 

Hot breakfast, internet access,
transportation to Shalom Park

w Hospitality Suite  
w Great Room: Special rates available for

Friday night dinner

For more information, contact: Pamela.Haythe@hilton.com

Where Families 
Come Together

By Rita Mond
As the organ played the 

plaintive strains of the “Prelude 
on a Hebrew Melody,” and the 
processional of participants in 
the “Service of Remembrance” 
walked towards the holy ark at 
Temple Beth El on the evening 
of April 23, one could feel the 
commitment of the 250 in atten-
dance. They came to remember 
the six million Jews and five 
million other victims of the Nazi 
Holocaust of World War II. They 
came to commit themselves that 
such a thing would not happen 
again. 

The service was sponsored 
by the Mecklenberg Chapter 
of the Christians and Jews and 
co-sponsored by the Charlotte 
Jewish Federation, The Char-
lotte Area Clergy Association, 
and Church Women’s United. 
Participants in the service were 
Rabbi Harold Krantzler, of Tem-
ple B eth El, who coordinated it; 
Rabbi Richard Rocklin of Tem-
ple Israel; Rev. Robert Freeman, 
representing the Charlotte Area 
Clergy Council; Elder Ralph 
Franklin of Berean Seventh Day 
Adventist Church; Father Phillip 
Scarcella of St. Patrick's Cathe-
dral, representing the Charlotte 
Diocese; Christina Kokenes, 
representing the Greek Ortho-
dox Cathedral; the Rev. Preston 
Pendergrass, minister of Antioch 
Baptist Church; Kitty HJuffman, 

directo of the NCCJ; Rolfe Neill, 
publisher of the Charlotte Ob-
server, and the Charlotte News, 
and Liz Hair, County Commis-
sioner, Mecklenberg County. 

One of the most deeply mov-
ing moments was the kindling 
of the memorial lamps by men 
and women who were personally 
involved in the Holocaust expe-
rience. Several of them are survi-
vors of the concentration camps 
— can we ever forget Dachau, 
Aushwitz, Buchenwald, Treblin-
ka, Maidenek? Others were with 
the occupation forces, the under-
ground, or prisoners of war. Jew 
and Gentile — they will always 
remember. 

Rolfe Neill in his message of 
“we commit ourselves...” stated 
that “Humanity is a great gift 
to which I’m obligated. Among  
his own commitments were: to 
recognize hate — to have the 
courage to call it by name — to 
identify hate whatever form it 
takes — that silence is consent 
— teach value of a single man 
— me!”

During the service songs of 
the Holocaust were sung by solo-
ist, George Eison, accompanied 
by organist, Elizabeth Banks. 
Moving prayers and poetry of 
the ghetto and the concentration 
campus were read. Kitty Huff-
man read Yuri Suhl’s “The Land 
of Skeleton” which summarized 
the service beautifully: “My 

name is Jew...I am the spasm 
of a body convulsed in flames, 
the crumbling of a skeleton, 
the boiling blood, shriveling of 
flesh, smoldering ash of 11 mil-
lion — ashes of body, of brain, 
of vision, of work — ashes of ge-
nius and dreams, ashes of God’s 
master stroke — MAN. I am a 
delegate, my credentials signed 
by 11 million from the land of 
skeleton and you will never get 
rid of me until the world is Hit-
ler-free.”

After the service the fellow-
ship hall was open for an exhibit 
of pictures which told in graphic 
terms what the memorial service 
was about. These pictures have 
been donated to the Mecklen-
berg Chapter of the NCCCJ by 
WRET, Channel 36. This exhibit 
is available at the NCCJ office 
for use by the community to help 
develop a broader awareness of 
the horrors of the Holocaust.

(Puzzle on page 15)




