
By Shira Firestone

Just as a successful annu-
al campaign is critical to 

support more than 70 Jewish 
agencies and programs locally 
and worldwide, having the right 
leadership is critical to the cam-
paign. As planning is underway 
for Jewish Federation of Great-
er Charlotte’s (JFGC) 2021 An-
nual Campaign, that leadership 
has been selected. Jake House 
and Sara Kulbersh will co-chair 
what will be a unique campaign 
for unique times. 

As the second milepost on 
the Road to $5 Million, the goal 
for 2021 is $4,750,000. While 
there will be special challenges 
this year, both Jake and Sara are 
confident that the community 
will respond again as it did in 
2020 when they not only do-
nated more than $4,500,000 to 

the Annual Campaign, but also 
contributed over $500,000 to 
the JewishCharlotte Emergency 
Response Fund. Sam Bernstein, 
chief development and market-
ing officer for JFGC points out 
that, “While last year the Emer-
gency Response Fund sustained 
our agencies during the height 
of the shutdown, the needs re-
lated to reopening still exceed 
their usual operating expens-
es. The increased goal for this 
year's Annual Campaign reflects 
those expected needs.”

Jake came to Charlotte eight 
years ago to lead a statewide ed-
ucation nonprofit. After catch-
ing the entrepreneurial bug and 
launching his own successful 
business, he returned to the 
world of nonprofits and is cur-
rently CEO of Smart Start of 
Mecklenburg County. A friend 
of his suggested that he get in-
volved with Federation, and 
before long, he was on the Al-
locations Committee and going 
to Cuba with the Ben Gurion 
Society. 

Sara is also an eight-year res-
ident of Charlotte, moving here 
from Los Angeles. She jokes that 
when planning her move with 
her husband, Jon, she could not 
have pointed to Charlotte on a 
map! But after visiting multiple 
cities, she knew that Charlotte 

was the best choice. At first, 
becoming involved with Fed-
eration was a way to meet new 
people in a new city. She served 
on the Women’s Philanthropy 
Spring Lecture committee and 
became heavily involved in the 
work of JFGC from that time 
forward, including serving as 
co-chair of the Lion of Judah 
Society. Not only did she meet 
new people, she made some of 
her closest friends through her 
Federation involvement. The 
coming year will bring unique 
challenges to the way in which 
the Annual Campaign is run.  

The Main Event, which is the 
formal kickoff of the Annual 
Campaign, is the most widely 
attended event of the campaign 
season. Last year’s event with 
Mitch Albom sold out. In 2021, 
the Main Event will be virtual 
for the first time. But after ten 
months of learning how to pro-
gram virtually, the committee 
co-chairs are confident that the 
Main Event will be inspiring 
and memorable.

In addition, it may be more 
difficult to have the kind of 
in-person, meaningful conver-
sations with donors that usually 
take place. Jake notes that these 
conversations about donating 
money can be quite personal 
and that it is easier to meet face-
to-face with someone to talk 
about how their support will 
enable JFGC to continue meet-
ing the needs of our community. 
But this year, many aren’t going 
to want to sit down and talk in 
person. 

These challenges don’t in-
timidate Jake or Sara. In fact, 
quite the opposite. Sara points 
out that the challenges are just 

a call for creativity, an oppor-
tunity to brainstorm, plan, and 
execute in untraditional ways 
to engage with donors. Both co-
chairs expressed great faith in 
the employees and lay leaders 
of JFGC, but most of all, in the 
generosity of Charlotte’s Jewish 
community. 

Jake and Sara are excited to 
work with the other leaders of 
the 2021 Annual Campaign in-
cluding Major Gifts chairs: Lar-
ry and Dale Polsky, Men’s Di-
vision chair: Brian Bernhardt, 
Family Division chairs: Bill 
and Angie Zimmern, Women’s 
Philanthropy Leadership chairs: 
Lisa Levinson and Debra Van 
Glish, Community Campaign 
chair: Jason Tanenbaum, Super 
Sunday chairs: Jonathan and 
Rachel Friedman, Thank Chair: 
Jill Blumenthal, and NextGen 
chairs: Luis Yaquian and Mark 
Roth. It’s not too early to make 
your gift to the 2021 Annual 
Campaign. You can donate at 
www.jewish.charlotte.org or 
call 704-944-6757.
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Federation 2021 Annual Campaign Planning 
Underway as Co-Chairs Are Announced

By Rabbi Judy Schindler
Charlotte learned the power of street art this 

summer as 22 artists came together to paint a 
Black Lives Matter mural on South Tryon Street 
between East 3rd and East 4th Streets. Each let-
ter was its own piece of art expressing the artists’ 
messages combatting racism, illustrating protest 
and pain, and promoting healing and hope. In the 
midst of global racial justice protests, the work 
aimed to inspire social change.  

Jewish street art brings Jewish content to the 
public eye and like secular street art is democratic 
— accessible to all. Yitzchok Moully, dubbed the 
Pop Art Rabbi (whose #WeAllBelong mural was 
created with Charlotteans at Chabad’s Friendship 
Circle), describes Jewish street art as “bringing 
it to the people. All my work has deep kabbal-
istic meaning. It’s a way of communicating. It’s 

Street Art, Painting Jewish 
Identity in Charlotte and  
Beyond

Street art Chanukah menorah painted by Yitzchok Moul-
ly in Jersey City, just 12  days after the 2019 attack in a 
Jersey City kosher grocery store that killed three people.

(Continued on page 3)
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It was back in October when 
I wrote about the recent de-
mise of many Jewish publica-
tions and the uncertain future 
of many others. Here in Char-
lotte, we are fortunate that we 
have a viable paper that is gen-
erously supported. 

Our print publication, which 
began in the kitchens of Rita 
Mond and Ann Langman in 
1979, is now delivered to more 
than 4,500 households in the 
Greater Charlotte area. For 
more than forty years, CJN has 
reported on news and events 
of local Jewish agencies as 
well as providing national 
and international stories from 
syndicates such as the Jewish 
Telegraphic Agency. 

Much has changed in those 
41 years. In 1979 the cost to 

produce the paper was $600 
per issue. Today that cost is 
closer to $10,000. In 1979 the 
distribution was 1,600. Today 
we deliver to 4,500 homes and 
businesses. In 1979 the stories 
were typed on a typewriter, 
and the layout was done on a 
dining room table. Today we 
have all the bells and whistles 
of high-speed computers, the 
internet, and my favorite — 
spell check. 

In a Charlotte Observer in-
terview (date unknown), Ms. 
Mond said, “Our goal is to 
get enough advertising to be 
self-sustaining.” Ms. Lang-
man added, “We would like 
someday to be paid for this and 
have enough to pay some staff 
members — reporters, photog-
raphers.” (See “Looking Back” 
on pg. 35 to read the full arti-
cle.)

Some of our goals mov-
ing forward are the same. We 
would still like to become 
self-sustaining through ad-
vertising. And while we now 
have part-time, paid staff, we 
would still like to be able to 
have full-time staff and em-
ploy free-lance columnists so 
that we can bring more stories 
and perspectives on local Jew-
ish news. 

We have additional goals in-
spired by the changing nature 

of media and how informa-
tion is being consumed. Cur-
rently, we are a monthly print 
newspaper. But news doesn’t 
happen only once a month. 
And increasingly, people are 
turning to social media and 
online sources for their infor-
mation. To stay relevant, CJN 
envisions delivering news all 
month long through various 
channels such as social media 
and a user-friendly, dynamic 
website, in addition to our ev-
er-evolving print edition.

They say the only thing 
constant is change. But as we 
work to stay in step with the 
changes, there is one thing that 
hasn’t changed: CJN was free 
in 1979, it is free today, and it 
will be free in 2021. But CJN is 
not free to produce. While ad-
vertising is our primary fund-
ing source, we still count on 
voluntary subscriptions to help 
offset expenses. If even half 
of our current subscribers of-
fered a $36 voluntary subscrip-
tion in 2021, we would be able 
to achieve many of our goals 
and extend our reach to engage 
an entire segment of Char-
lotte’s Jewish population that 
is not yet being served by CJN. 

We know it is a time when 
there are many requests for 
you to share your resources 
with organizations in need, 
Jewish and non-Jewish alike. 
We appreciate your once-a-
year voluntary subscription to 
help support the Charlotte Jew-
ish News in 2021. There are 
two easy ways you can con-
tribute: Go online to www.

CharlotteJewishNews.org or use 
the mail-in envelope included 
in this issue of the paper to pay 
by check or credit card. 

Thank you for all you have 
done for the past 41 years, and 
here’s to many more. 

not in a museum and not closed 
off anywhere. It’s just there for 
anyone to connect with.”

This year Jewish street art 
will make its way to the Queen 
City — to 1900 Selwyn Avenue 
on the edge of the Queens cam-
pus. Acclaimed Jewish street 
artist Mike Wirth is one of eight 
artists in eight cities taking part 
in this collaborative Chanukah 
street art effort. The theme is 
#lightoverdarkness. Each night, 
community leaders in each city 
will add color and light to the 
flames of the candles on their 
city’s respective mural. Each 
night a different artist and city 
will be spotlighted.  

Yitzchok Moully conceived 
of the idea of bringing a Chanu-
kah menorah mural to the pub-
lic eye in 2018, in the aftermath 
of the Tree of Life Synagogue 
shooting. In an effort to bring 
healing and hope, Moully paint-
ed a massive Chanukah meno-
rah mural on both sides of a 
30-foot RV and drove it around 
New York and New Jersey. Each 
night in varied locations, com-
munity leaders painted a flame 
as residents added color-filled 
messages of hope to the work.  
In December 2019, in the after-
math of another tragic shooting 
at a Jersey City kosher grocery 
store, Moully again sought to 
bring light to darkness through 
community art. He painted a 
second menorah mural on a 
prominent Jersey City wall, and 
again he invited community 
members to add their words of 
healing. 

This year, Los Angeles-based 
street artist Hillel Smith trans-
formed Moully’s concept tak-
ing it to a national stage. The 
two met last year when Smith 
planned the first-ever Jewish 
Street Art Festival, which took 
place in Jerusalem. Smith, while 
engaged in international public 
art projects, discovered street 
artists “all toiling in their own 
corners of the world.” In the fall 
of 2019, he brought 10  artists 
together to create 10  collabora-
tive artworks across Jerusalem.   

Mike Wirth, Charlotte’s ac-
claimed Jewish street artist and 
Queens University of Charlotte 
professor of art and design, re-
ceived an early invitation to the 
inaugural U.S. menorah project. 
Wirth’s design for the menorah 
mural honors the lifework of 
Jewish Supreme Court Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsberg who re-
cently died. The menorah, com-
posed of RBG’s dissent collar 
with the Hebrew word “קדצ” 
(justice) painted below, will be 
installed during the first week 
of December. Each night during 
Chanukah at 5:30 p.m., a differ-
ent community leader will paint 
the flame and lead a brief pro-

gram that can be viewed on the 
Stan Greenspon Center’s Face-
book Live feed. Community 
members are invited to stop by 
and take selfies in front of the 
mural and post on social me-
dia, adding their own hashtags 
to the national hashtag #ligh-
toverdarkness. 

Professor Wirth is partnering 
with art student, Queens Hillel 
president, and senior, Morasha 
Winokur, to actualize the proj-
ect. Morasha, a triple major in 
art history, arts leadership and 
administration, and studio art, is 
spending 18 hours a week this 
semester in the ceramics studio 
as she works on her senior the-
sis show exploring Judaica. She 
sees this mural as bringing her 
passions together, adding, “It is 

also the perfect way to celebrate 
five years of Hillel at Queens.” 

Winokur chose Queens, in 
part, because she wanted to 
help create the emergent Jewish 
Life program. Now, with a full-
time director of Jewish Life, 
Talli Dippold, a campus rabbi, 
Judy Schindler, and a Jewish 
art professor, Mike Wirth, she 
has more support in expressing 
her identity than she ever could 
have imagined. Winokur re-
marked, “I am so proud. Since 
the first time I visited Queens, 
my school went from having 
one Jewish student to having an 
established and solid program, 
and now, through this project, 
I get to share the light of my 
Jewish pride and creativity with 
Charlotte.”
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From the Editor

704.247.3033 
kgreenspon@windinsgroup.com

Since 1974, we have assisted community 
families and businesses with:
• Group Benefits
• Life, Disability & Long-Term 

Care Insurance
• Business Planning & 

Executive Benefits
• Medicare Plans & Annuities
As part of the Windermere 
Insurance Group, Greenspon & 
Associates can now also help with:
• Home & Auto
• Commerical 

Business Insurance
• Risk Management Services

Keith Greenspon
Advisor

Shira Firestone, Editor CJN

The KEYS to a successful 
real estate transaction...

Buying...Selling...Relocating...

Ann and Andrew
are your KEYS  

to the local
Jewish Community.

Ann Langman
704-502-4328 
ann.langman@allentate.com

Andrew Rosen
704-604-4756
andrew.r    osen@allentate.com

Experience and Commitment!

Serving the Charlotte  
community for over  
30 years.

Jewish Street Art

Street Artist Mike Wirth’s RBG’s Dissent Collar Chanukiah to be in-
stalled at Queens University at 1900 Selwyn Avenue from early Decem-
ber though Chanukah.

(Continued from page 1)

December 6: Michael Solomonov — Hanukkah Cooking Demo
Israeli chef and restaurateur, known for his Philadelphia restaurant, Zahavm, Michael Solmonov is 
the winner of the James Beard Foundation awards for Best Chef.

January 24: Boris Fishman 
Boris Fishman is the author of “Savage Feast.” Come aboard for a culinary trip through Boris’s 
family history as an immigrant from Belarus 

February 7: Mandy Silverman 
Mandylicious - Challah baking extraordinaire, Mandy has created over 300 unique challah and bab-
ka recipes and has developed a worldwide following, including over 25,000 Instagram followers.

March 21: Michael Solomonov — Passover Cooking Demo
Israeli chef and restaurateur, known for his Philadelphia restaurant, Zahavm, Michael Solmonov is 
the winner of the James Beard Foundation awards for Best Chef.

April 18: Julia Turshen 
Author of “Now and Again,” Julia Turshen is an American cookbook author, food writer, cook, and 
food equity advocate. “Epicurious” has called Julia one of the 100 Greatest Home Cooks of All 
Time, and The New York Times has described her “at the forefront of the new generation of authen-
tic, approachable authors.”

May 23: Jamie Geller 
Jamie Geller is the author of “The Joy of Kosher” cooking series and “Jewlish by Jamie,” an Israe-
li-American food writer, celebrity chef, television producer, and businesswoman. She is an author 
of several cookbooks and the founder of the Kosher Media Network. Geller hosts online cooking 
shows called the “Joy of Kosher” cooking series.

Gastro Jews Schedule

Gastro Jews: A Journey Through Food virtual culinary 
series offers a diverse, eclective perspective on 

Jewish cooking, culture and history. 
You can register for one or all of the sessions 

at www.jewishcharlotte.org

Shira

http://www.CharlotteJewishNews.org
http://www.CharlotteJewishNews.org
mailto:charlottejewishnews@shalomcharlotte.org
http://www.jewishcharlotte.org


Ron Balson’s new book “Eli’s 
Promise” is a masterful work of 
historical fiction spanning three 
eras ― Nazi-occupied Poland 
in 1939, the American zone of 
post-war Germany in 1946, and 
Chicago at the height of the 
Vietnam War in 1964. It is the 
story of Eli Rosen and his fam-
ily and the uneasy alliance Eli 
forms with Max Poleski, a Nazi 
collaborator who promises to 
keep Eli’s family safe. Ron Bal-
son explores the human cost of 
war, the mixed blessings of sur-
vival, and the enduring strength 
of family bonds. 

If you’re like me, each fall 
you look forward to a new Ron 
Balson novel being released. 
Starting with “Once We Were 
Brothers,” I’ve raced through 
each subsequent historical nov-
el, holding my breath to the last 
pages when the dramatic sto-
rylines are unraveled. I’ve es-
pecially enjoyed the characters 
Catherine Lockhart and Liam 
Taggart, the attorney and private 
investigator, respectively, who 
team up to work with the main 
characters of Balson’s novels. 
In “Eli’s Promise,” Catherine 
and Liam were noticeably miss-
ing.  So I reached out to him to 

ask about them and to clear up 
some of my other questions.  
Sue:

Ron, I missed Catherine and 
Liam - are they on hiatus? 
Ron:

Yes. They will return next 
year in a wonderful book 
about Denmark during the war. 
Sue:

I thought the book was very 
interesting, especially the part 
about the displaced-persons 
camps. I learned a lot, and I’m 
thinking this information would 
be especially informative for 
Jews and non-Jews alike. It’s 
important to see how the United 
States and the rest of the world 
weren’t willing to open their 
borders for these refugees. Was 
this one of the reasons you chose 
to write about this part of histo-
ry?  
Ron:

Absolutely. There is very lit-
tle fiction written about the DP 
camps. I tried to personalize 
the experiences of the residents 
rather than just treat them his-
torically. These were survivors 
who had gone through hell and 
found themselves in yet anoth-
er camp. Liberation could only 
come through a visa. It seemed 
like the Allies would rather pay 
more to keep them in a camp 
than let them into their countries 
to become productive citizens. 
Sue:

What can we look forward to 
in your next book?  
Ron:

The next book is about a  
woman who accuses a Chicago 
restaurant owner of being a trai-
tor and Nazi collaborator. The 
matter ends up in court in a defa-
mation suit, which Catherine and 
Liam Taggert must help her de-
fend. The story recalls her life in 
Denmark, which is a fascinating 

and heartwarming story of how 
the entire country came togeth-
er to protect and save its Jewish 
population. The Danes learned 
of the Nazi deportation order, 
hid the Jewish families, and then 
transported them to Sweden. Of 
the 7,600 Jews, all but 476 were 
saved. Denmark is unique in that 
way.

If you’ve read Chicago at-
torney Ron Balson’s historical 
novels, I know you’ll want to 
start Eli’s Promise as soon as 
possible. If you’re unfamiliar 
with them, trust me — you’ll 
want to get started today! All 
Ron Balson books are available 

for check out at the Levine-Sklut 
Judaic Library. They include:

“Once We Were Brothers”
“Saving Sophie”
“Karolina’s Twins”
“The Trust”
“The Girl from Berlin” 

Book Club News:
The CJE Book Club will meet 

virtually on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 9, at 10:30 a.m. when we will 
be discussing “The Bookshop of 
Yesterdays” by Amy Meyerson. 
For more information, please 
contact sueb.littauer@jewish-
charlotte.org.
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~ Sue’s Bookshelf ~
By Sue Littauer

Welcome Back  to the

 Library!

The Levine-Sklut Judaic Library is now open for in-person services by 
appointment.  We are carefully reopening with everyone’s health 
and safety in mind.  

FOR YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY
Enter through the LJCC main entrance for a brief health screening.  Maintain social 
distancing.  Don’t forget your mask – they’re required at all times!  

RESERVE YOUR SPOT  
Visits are for one hour, by appointment only.  Make your reservation online at 
www.jewishcharlotte.org/cje at least two hours in advance.  Need help or have questions? 
Please email or call the Library, and staff will assist you!

COMPUTERS AVAILABLE 
Computers and printing are available by appointment.  Staff assistance will be limited.  
You may also reserve a work space and bring your own technology.  All spaces and 
computer equipment will be thoroughly disinfected after each use.

BOOK DROP RETURNS
Return all checked out items to the book drops outside the Library doors or in the 
semi-circular drive.  Place books handled in the Library, but not checked out, in the 
designated bins.  All returned materials will be quarantined for 96 hours before they are 
available for check out.  

CHILDREN’S ROOM OPEN 
The Children’s Room is open for reservation by one family at a time.  For everyone’s 
safety, toys have been removed.   You may reserve the room for up to six people who 
share your household or are part of your COVID “bubble.”

CURBSIDE PICK-UP
Curbside pick-up of books and other materials is available during certain hours on 
Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays.  Items must be requested in advance.  For information on 
how to request books and schedule a pick up, contact the Library or 
visit www.jewishcharlotte.org/cje.

LIBRARY HOURS: 
Mon/Wed/Fri 9:30 am- 1:30pm
Tues/Thurs 12pm – 4 pm
Sat Closed
Sun 9:30 am – 1:30pm 

Phone: 704 944 6783
Email: library@jewishcharlotte.org
www.jewishcharlotte.org/cje

(Bayonne, NJ, November 2, 
2020) — As one of the world’s 
most recognizable iconic names 
in traditional kosher products, 
Manischewitz has been front 
and center in America’s kosher 
community for generations.

This fall, an exciting Man-
ischewitz product is coming to 
supermarket chains across the 
U.S. that checks off all the hol-
iday boxes: sweet treats, imag-
ination, family fun, and mean-
ingful giving.   

The do-it-yourself Chanukah 
House cookie decorating kit 
(MSRP $12.99 — 15.99; 2 lbs., 
14.9 oz.) comes with everything 
children need — from cookies 
and icing to a sanding sugar and 
a candy menorah — to build 
their own edible holiday cot-
tage. 

Best of all, when you give 
this charming gift to a young 
one, you’re also giving the gift 
of books to kids the world over.

The kit is at the center of 
a special promotion by Man-
ischewitz to drive consumer 
sales and raise awareness for 
PJ Library, an organization that 
sends more than 225,000 free 
Jewish children’s books every 
month to households in the U.S. 
and Canada..  

“We are delighted to partner 
with PJ Library to help make 
both baking and reading fun for 

children, especially during holi-
day time,” says Shani Seidman, 
CMO Kayco Kosher Food, “We 
are proud to have the retail sup-
port of supermarkets and chain 
stores as well as AMAZON, to 
continue to provide kosher food 
choices directly to consumers, 
especially during the holidays 
as well as year-round.” 

“We are excited about part-
nering with Manischewitz to 
bring new traditions and fun ac-
tivities for families to celebrate 
the holiday together,” says Win-
nie Sandler Grinspoon, presi-
dent of the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation.

The multimedia marketing 
initiative will be supported by 
social media, influencer market-
ing, incentives like giveaways 
and contests, events, and pod-
casts on kosher.com. In addi-
tion, every box will feature a 
callout encouraging consumers 
to sign up for free storybooks of 
their own from PJ Library.

 While the Chanukah House 
kit is designed for Jewish fami-
lies, any parent looking to en-
rich their children’s cultural ex-
periences will find this to be a 
fun and educational discussion 
starter.

The Chanukah House cookie 
decorating kit will be available 
at Ralph’s, ShopRite, Stop & 
Shop, Walmart, and on Amazon 
among other outlets. 
About Manischewitz

The Manischewitz Compa-
ny has been making traditional 
Jewish foods since Rabbi Dov 
Behr Manischewitz first opened 
a small matzah bakery in Cin-
cinnati, Ohio in the late 1800s. 
For more than 130 years, the 
company’s goal has been to 
provide quality kosher prod-
ucts that bring families together 
and celebrate the traditions of 
Jewish heritage. Today, Man-
ischewitz sells hundreds of de-
licious products to communities 
across the globe. We continue to 
provide foods made from sim-
ple ingredients that help create 
family memories in the kitch-
en. Today, Manischewitz is part 
of the Kayco family of brands, 
offering one of the largest as-
sortments of kosher foods and 
beverages.
About PJ Library

Part of the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation, PJ Library is a free 
program that sends families ex-
pertly curated, age-appropriate 
Jewish children’s books each 
month. At reading time, parents 
and kids can explore Jewish 
values and traditions together 
through engaging stories. The 
PJ Library experience changes 
at age nine when kids can move 
up to PJ Our Way and choose 
their own middle grade book 
or graphic novel every month.  
To learn more and to sign up 
to start receiving free monthly 
books, visit pjlibrary.org.

Inspiring holiday creativity, 
the whimsical kit will be avail-
able at leading retailers nation-
wide, including Walmart, Ama-
zon, Ralph’s, Stop & Shop and 
more.

 

Manischewitz & PJ Library 
Invite Families to Build 
a Sweet New Tradition 
with the Hanukkah House   
Cookie Kit

Ron Balson

Sue Littauer

mailto:sueb.littauer@jewishcharlotte.org
mailto:sueb.littauer@jewishcharlotte.org
http://kosher.com
http://pjlibrary.org


(FIDF) Following the ex-
pansion and restructuring of 
Friends of the Israel Defense 
Forces’ (FIDF) executive of-
fice welcoming Rabbi Steven 
Weil as the new national direc-
tor and CEO in mid-September, 
FIDF has decided to form the 
new “astern region, comprising 
Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, 
South Carolina, North Carolina, 
Tennessee, Kentucky, Virgin-
ia, West Virginia, DC, Mary-
land, and Delaware. 

Seth Baron, who for the past 
seven years has served as exec-
utive director of the Southeast 
Region, will now serve as the 
FIDF executive director of the 
newly merged Eastern region. 
During his tenure, the South-
east region experienced rapid 
growth in both fundraising and 
donor engagement in support of 
the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) 
soldiers.  

Under Baron’s leadership, the 
FIDF Southeast community ad-
opted the Combat Intelligence 
Corps; funded various projects 
on IDF bases ranging from the 
refurbishment of a gym for Hi-
ram Brigade on HQ Gibor Base, 
funding the 2182 campus in-
firmary and numerous leisure 
corners for the benefit of mul-
tiple IDF units; and has spon-
sored a total of 370 IMPACT! 
scholarships with 133 current 
IMPACT! students. The South-
east area is home to 60 Lone 
Soldiers currently serving in 
the IDF, including 40 from At-
lanta.

In 2020, the Jewish Fed-
eration of Greater Charlotte 
provided its first allocation to 
FIDF for financial relief for the 
Machane Shmonim IDF base in 
the Hadera-Eiron region (Char-
lotte’s sister city in Israel). 

“Prior to COVID-19, FIDF 
had been ramping up activities 
in Charlotte, both programs 
and donor interactions,” said 
Baron. “Once permitted, we 
will continue our in-person 
events and look forward to re-
turning to the community. The 
expanded new Eastern region 
will allow us to better serve 

the Charlotte community as we 
build on an already established 
relationship.” 

“I am excited about this 
merger of the Mid-Atlantic and 
Southeast regions to create the 
Eastern region, a decision that 
reflects our new vision for FIDF 
and a team-based approach to 
leadership,” said FIDF National 
Director and CEO Steven Weil. 
“Seth’s knowledge of and pas-
sion for FIDF’s mission and his 
wealth of management abilities, 
relationship-building skills, and 
process-driven performance will 
help him excel in this new po-
sition.” 

Additionally, Josh Stevens 
has been appointed the interim 
director of the FIDF Washing-
ton, D.C., chapter. 

Ari Dallas, the former FIDF 
Mid-Atlantic executive direc-
tor, has been promoted to serve 
as the senior vice president of 
National Affairs. In this role, 
he will manage the FIDF head-
quarters’ departments in New 
York City and focus on strategy 
at the national level.

The FIDF Mid-Atlantic com-
munity has been a strong sup-
porter of many FIDF programs, 
including sponsoring approxi-

mately 900 IMPACT! scholar-
ships over the years with 203 
current IMPACT! students, 
adopting six IDF battalions, and 
funding construction projects 
such as the military seminary of 
the IDF Education Corps at the 
Sapir Jewish Heritage Center 
in Jerusalem. The Mid-Atlantic 
region is home to 84 Lone Sol-
diers currently serving in the 
IDF.

Ben Harris, Cnaan Liphshiz, 
Gabe Friedman (JTA)

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, the 
former chief rabbi of the Unit-
ed Kingdom whose extensive 
writings and frequent media ap-
pearances commanded a global 
following among Jews and non-
Jews alike, has died.

Sacks died on November 7 at 
age 72, his Twitter account an-

nounced. He was in the midst of 
a third bout of cancer, which he 
had announced in October.

Sacks was among the world’s 
leading exponents of Orthodox 
Judaism for a global audience. 
In his 22 years as chief rabbi, 
he emerged as the most visi-
ble Jewish leader in the United 
Kingdom and one of the Euro-
pean continent’s leading Jewish 

voices, offering Jewish wisdom 
to the masses through a regular 
segment he produced for the 
BBC. He had a close relation-
ship with former British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair, who called 
Sacks “an intellectual giant” and 
presented him with a lifetime 
achievement award in 2018.

Sacks was also an immense-
ly prolific author, addressing 

pressing social and political is-
sues in a succession of well re-
ceived books. His popular com-
mentary on the prayer book, 
published by Koren, helped to 
dethrone the more traditionalist 
Artscroll Siddur as the preem-
inent prayer book in American 
Modern Orthodox synagogues.

Sacks was normally averse 
to mixing religion and politics, 
something he discussed, along 
with his latest book, “Morality: 
Restoring the Common Good in 
Divided Times,” and an array of 
other hot-button topics with the 
Jewish Telegraphic Agency in 
August.

“When anger erupts in a 
body politic, there is quite of-
ten a justified cause. But then 
the political domain has got to 
take that anger and deal with it 
very fast,” he told JTA’s opinion 
editor Laura Adkins. “Because 
anger exposes the problem but 
never delivers the solution.”

But he did take public stanc-
es on two topics that were often 

ensnared with European poli-
tics: Israel and anti-Semitism.

Sacks spoke out publicly 
as Britain’s Labour Party was 
engulfed in an anti-Semitism 
scandal under its previous lead-
er Jeremy Corbyn, calling Cor-
byn an anti-Semite.

“We have an anti-Semite as 
the leader of the Labour Party 
and her majesty’s opposition. 
That is why Jews feel so threat-
ened by Mr. Corbyn and those 
who support him,” Sacks said in 
2018 during an interview with 
the New Statesman.

That judgement paved the 
way for the current British 
Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis 
to harshly condemn the Labour 
Party, a precedent-setting event 
in British Jewish life.

Corbyn was replaced in 
April by centrist Keir Starmer, 
who has apologized for how 
anti-Semitism was allowed to 
flourish in Labour’s ranks un-
der Corbyn. Starmer, who is 
married to a Jewish woman, ex-
pressed his condolences to “the 
entire Jewish world” in a tweet 
on Saturday.

“He was a towering intellect 
whose eloquence, insights and 
kindness reached well beyond 
the Jewish community. I have 
no doubt that his legacy will 
live on for many generations,” 
Starmer wrote.

Sacks was also vocal in his 
opposition to the forces that 
lead to anti-Semitism on the far 
left and the far right, as he wrote 
in a JTA op-ed in January.

“Anti-Semitism has little to 
do with Jews — they are its ob-
ject, not its cause — and every-
thing to do with dysfunction in 
the communities that harbor it,” 
he wrote.

In 2017, in a widely circulat-
ed YouTube video, Sacks called 
anti-Zionism a new form of an-
ti-Semitism, arguing that it de-
nies Jews the “right to exist col-
lectively with the same rights as 
everyone else.”
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Premier Concierge  
Property Management

www. roskindhomes . com

Hunter Roskind
Realtor®/Broker

If you or anyone you know have 
a property in need of a property 

manager, please call me at:

980.288.5616
hroskind@gmail.com

Richard Roskind
Realtor®/Broker
LICENSED IN NC & SC

704.905.6175
rcroskind@aol.com

Brokerage 
Residential & Commercial

Hampton Inn & Suites SouthPark at Phillips Place, 
Charlotte, NC  28210    7043195700

www.hamptonsouthpark.com

SouthPark at Phillips Place

w Featuring 124 beautifully decorated guest
rooms and suites conveniently located 

in Phillips Place
w Complimentary amenities include: 

Hot breakfast, internet access,
transportation to Shalom Park

w Hospitality Suite  
w Great Room: Special rates available for

Friday night dinner

For more information, contact: Pamela.Haythe@hilton.com

Where Families 
Come Together

FIDF Announces Formation of New 
Mega-region to Include North Carolina

Seth Baron

Ari Dallas

Josh Stevens

Jonathan Sacks, Former UK Chief Rabbi and 
Jewish ‘Intellectual Giant,’ Dies at 72

(Continued on page 9)

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks



By Terri Beattie
The threat environment to 

Jewish communities has never 
been more complex and dynam-
ic.  The threat from extremist, 
white supremacist, and neo-Na-
zi groups has never been a more 
serious risk to Jewish commu-
nities. In 2019 our communities 
experienced the highest level 
of antisemitic incidents since 
the Anti-Defamation League be-
gan tracking in 1979. Possible 
post-election civil unrest and 
violence has never been expe-
rienced but is a real possibil-
ity. The pandemic and health 
crisis, not experienced in over 
100-years, has further been 
cause for intensified security.

These are concerns that U.S. 
Jewish communities have nev-
er had to deal with on such a 
broad and comprehensive scale. 
Foundation of Shalom Park Se-
curity deals with these issues 
every day.  They are in constant 
communication with local and 
national law enforcement — the 
Charlotte Mecklenburg Police 

Department (CMPD), the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI), and the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) — 
monitoring local, regional, and 
federal intelligence. They create 
incident-deterrent and response 
plans.  They train over 600 Sha-
lom Park employees on emer-
gency response procedures and 
COVID-19 protocols each year. 
They install, upgrade and main-
tain camera systems, vehicle 
barriers, access control systems 
and alarm monitoring systems.  
It is a 24-hour, 365-day a year 
job.

Although the pandemic has 
rendered many of our encoun-
ters virtual, Shalom Park Se-
curity and the Charlotte Meck-
lenburg Police Department 
(CMPD) continue to work over-
time in person to make sure we 
are safe.

Shalom Park Security has de-
veloped a professional security 
team drawn from retired CMPD 
officers, military veterans, and 
corporate security profession-

als. When there is a threat to 
Shalom Park, we have the abil-
ity to address most threats with 
the existing onsite and near-site 
teams.  We don’t ramp-up every 
time we hear of an incident to 
another Jewish community.  Our 
support is already here. Shalom 
Park Security’s crisis expertise 
has helped our community re-
main prepared for continuous 
emerging threats. Shalom Park 
is unique in this regard. 

But this security posture is 
not free. Nonprofit grants do 
not pay for security guards or 
CMPD labor.  In 2021 our Sha-
lom Park Security budget will 
total over $667,000 and support 
a staff of nine security officers 
and an equivalent more than 
CMPD officers.

Our ability to thrive in 2021 
and beyond depends on those 
who value a secure and healthy 
Shalom Park.  Nothing is more 
critical than the safety and 
well-being of the Shalom Park 
community - our families, chil-
dren, seniors, guests, congre-
gants, and employees. This is 
why we need you!  We need 
your support. 

Against the background of 
what is widely considered a 
most divisive era in the U.S., 
as sharp political, ideological 

and social disagreements have 
created a volatile atmosphere, 
we remain fortunate that Sha-
lom Park thrives in a safe and 
healthy environment where we 
practice our Jewish faith, ed-
ucate our children and enjoy 
the community of our friends. 
During these challenging times, 
we greatly appreciate any con-
tribution you can make. We 
can’t do it without you. 

Any donation is gratefully 
accepted, but we suggest a min-
imum donation of $180. If you 
are able, a larger gift will help 
supplement those who are un-
able to contribute.

The Foundation of Shalom 
Park stands shoulder-to-shoul-
der with you to create a com-
munity where our families feel 
safe as they work, learn, play, 
and pray. On behalf of the entire 
Shalom Park community, thank 
you for your ongoing support, 
and we wish you blessings for 
good health and peace.

The Foundation of Shalom 
Park is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
agency that owns and manag-
es the properties and facilities 
for most of the organizations 
that are located on the central 
campus of Shalom Park, which 
includes: Temple Israel, Tem-
ple Beth El, the Levine Jew-

ish Community Center, Jewish 
Federation of Greater Charlotte, 
Jewish Family Services, Temple 
Israel Religious School, Tem-
ple Beth El Religious School, 
Consolidated High School of 
Jewish Studies, Charlotte Jew-
ish Preschool, Charlotte Jewish 
Day School, Center for Jewish 
Education, Hebrew Cemetery 
Association, B’nai Brith Youth 
Organization, NC Hillel, and 
the Charlotte Jewish News.

The video was based on a 
2016 speech Sacks delivered in 
Brussels, which is widely seen 
as having paved the way to Brit-
ain’s adoption later that year of 
the International Holocaust Re-
membrance Alliance’s defini-
tion of anti-Semitism.

But the video went far be-
yond political and academic 
circles, and became symbolic 
of Sacks’ ability to reach main-
stream audiences. Rachel Riley, 
a famous British Jewish game 
show television host, last year 
shared the video, telling her 
over 600,000 Twitter followers 
that it is “the best explanation of 
antisemitism I’ve seen.”

Sacks branched out beyond 
religious and Jewish cultural 
thought as well. In 2017 he de-
livered a Ted Talk about “fac-
ing the future without fear” and 
what he called a “fateful mo-
ment” in Western history after 
the election of Donald Trump 
as U.S. president, citing Thom-
as Paine and anthropologists to 
make an argument about return-
ing a culture of togetherness.

Born in London in 1948, 
Sacks studied at Cambridge 
University. While a student 
there in the 60s, he visited Rab-
bi Menachem Schneerson — 
the spiritual leader who is cred-
ited with turning the Hasidic 
Chabad-Lubatvitch movement 
into a powerful organizing force 
of Jewry around the world — in 
New York City. Sacks credits 
that meeting with inspiring him 
to get involved with Jewish 
studies, as he detailed in a se-
ries of videos for Chabad.org in 
2011.

He became the rabbi of the 
Golders Green synagogue in 
London’s most Orthodox neigh-
borhood in the late 70s and then 
rabbi of the Marble Arch syna-
gogue in central London.

The U.K. Board of Deputies 
of British Jews President Ma-
rie van der Zyl also released a 
statement on Saturday.

“Rabbi Sacks was a giant of 
both the Jewish community and 
wider society. His astounding 
intellect and courageous moral 
voice were a blessing to all who 
encountered him in person, in 
writing or in broadcast,” van der 
Zyl said.

Sacks is survived by his wife 
Elaine, three children and sev-
eral grandchildren.

Photo Credits:
"What future for the Jewish communities in 
Europe?" by European Parliament is licensed 
under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0
"Rabbi Sacks" by The Lowry, Salford is 
licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0
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A FCJC Donor-Advised Fund 
(DAF) is a convenient and ef-
fective planning tool to stream-
line your charitable giving.  It 
is easy to establish, provides an 
immediate income tax deduc-
tion for charitable gifts and can 
be funded with a wide variety of 
assets. Our FCJC team will sup-
port you every step of the way.
Benefits of a FCJC DAF:
• Limited paperwork  
• Easy way to support your fa-
vorite public charities (Jewish 
or non-Jewish; local or nation-
wide) 
• Online grant recommenda-
tions ($100 minimum)
• Online accessibility to month-

ly statements and investment 
performance
• Six investment options based 
on your goals
Your FCJC DAF will help: 
• Offset fluctuations annual in-
come 
• Maximize gifts of appreciated 
stock 
• Consolidate all charitable giv-
ing into one fund 
• Simplify your lifetime and 
legacy charitable planning
• Express your Jewish values 
for giving

Our professional staff, with 
the support of our colleagues 
at Foundation for The Caroli-
nas (FFTC), provides expertise 

and years of experience to help 
develop a plan that meets your 
needs, accomplishes your goals 
and benefits organizations and 
causes important to you.   
 For more information please 
contact Phil Warshauer (pwar-
shauer@charlottejewishfoun-
dation.org) or Nancy Kipnis 
(nkipnis@charlottejewishfoun-
dation.org) or call us at 704-
973-4544.

Simplify Year-End Giving 
with a FCJC Donor Advised 
Fund

Foundation of Shalom Park 2021 Security 
Campaign Underway

Donations can be made 
in one of three ways

Rabbi Sacks continued

(Continued from page 6)

Mail a Donation
Shalom Park Security Fund
Foundation of Shalom Park
5007 Providence Drive, St. 102
Charlotte, NC 28207 

Online Donation
www.shalomcharlotte.com

Text-to-Give
Text “Give” 704-343-8828

Shalom Park Security is a friend to 
students. Officer Randy escorts a 
CJP student to her classroom. 

Shalom Park Security Team, L to R
Officer Merrill Hunter, Officer David Phillips, Officer Mark Putman, Officer 
Juanita Bailey-Riley, Director of Safety and Security Michael Philbeck, Offi-
cer Randy Brown, CMPD Officer John Heifner. Security officers not shown: 
Officer Loraine Ellis, Officer Mark Fontaine, Officer Amy Newton, and Offi-
cer Jonah Hawkins.

http://Chabad.org
mailto:pwarshauer@charlottejewishfoundation.org
mailto:pwarshauer@charlottejewishfoundation.org
mailto:pwarshauer@charlottejewishfoundation.org
mailto:nkipnis@charlottejewishfoundation.org
mailto:nkipnis@charlottejewishfoundation.org
http://www.shalomcharlotte.com


By Marisa Jackson
The COVID-19 pandemic 

has had a dramatic impact on 
each of us. It has challenged 
your lives in the same way it 
has challenged our community. 
Our Levine JCC is not immune 
to the challenges of COVID 
and the impact on our J is sig-
nificant. 

In this difficult moment, the 
Leon Levine Foundation has 
given us a new challenge — to 
raise one million dollars — gen-
erously agreeing to match your 
contributions dollar for dollar, 
and donating for every mem-
ber who re-joins the LJCC or 
deepens their support, up to 
$500,000 to ensure our J re-
mains vibrant! In order to meet 
the challenge, it will take our 
entire community working to-
gether.

The challenge has been un-
derway for two months, and the 
response has been incredible! 
Over 200 members of our com-
munity have made donations 
to the campaign, totaling over 
$200,000!  To the over 80 mem-
bers who have restored their 
membership or deepened their 
support by becoming Distinc-
tive members, thank you!

You probably know by now 
that nearly 40% of our members 
have frozen or cancelled their 
membership since March, re-
sulting in a multi-million dollar 
loss. Without a significant re-
turn of membership, our Levine 
JCC is faced with continued 
and deepening challenges. To 
those who have stayed mem-
bers through the pandemic, 
thank you

You may also be aware that 
due to restrictions put in place 
to ensure the health and safety 
of our community we were not 
able to offer many of our pro-
grams and services over the 
spring and summer of 2020. 
This resulted in additional, sub-
stantial loss. 

Due to the overwhelming 

support we have received from 
our community, we are well on 
our way to meeting this chal-
lenge! However, in order for our 
community’s Levine JCC to re-
main a vibrant center for Jewish 
life in Charlotte for generations 
to come, we need the support of 
each and every member of our 
community! 

This is where the One Mil-
lion Dollar Challenge comes in. 
There are three ways you can 
help us meet the challenge: re-
activating your membership, 
upgrading your membership, 
or by making a donation.

Your LJCC needs you now 
more than ever! Your LJCC 
membership is not only about 
programs and services, it’s 
about our community.

Did you know —
Every lap you swim helps 

to feed Oasis seniors. At the 
beginning of the Pandemic, 
we committed to ensuring for 
our seniors’ food security. Staff 
make bi-weekly meal deliver-
ies to participants living alone 
or with senior children them-
selves. To date Oasis has de-
livered over 4,500 meals to 30 
unique individuals.

Every time you exercise at 
the LJCC you ensure that the 
Butterfly Project continues to 
educate children through the les-
sons of the Holocaust. The But-
terfly Project workshop teaches 
what can happen when preju-
dice, discrimination and bias are 
allowed to flourish. The goal of 
the Butterfly Project is to teach 
each participant to remember 
the past, to act responsibly in 
the present, and to create a more 
peaceful future. 

And every week your child 
attends Camp, you ensure that a 
child with special needs attends 
Camp SOAR. As one camper 
quoted, “I love Camp SOAR be-
cause you aren’t judged here. In 
the real world, people judge you 
because you’re different. But 
not at Camp SOAR. At Camp 

SOAR, everyone is the same 
and there is no judgement.”

The J’s role in the community 
is as vital as ever.  By taking the 
One Million Dollar Challenge 
you double your impact to the 
community — it’s that simple.

Just think —
By reactivating your mem-

bership to the Levine JCC for 
about $100 a month you can 
ensure your J remains strong 
and vibrant and is here for our 
community for generations to 
come. Plus, for those reactivat-
ing, we will waive the joining 
fee for the remainder of 2020.  
To  reactivate your Membership 

— Call 704-944-6737 or visit 
www.charlottejcc.org/join

By upgrading your Levine 
JCC membership level to a 
Benefactor or Grand Benefac-
tor, you are supporting our com-
mitment to provide high quality 
programs and community ser-
vices. Upgrade your Member-
ship Level Call 704-944-6737 
or visit www.charlottejcc.org/
upgrade.

By making a one time or re-
occurring donation, you are di-
rectly supporting our mission to 
enrich lives and build relation-
ships through quality Jewish 
experiences. To make a Dona-

tion call 704-544-2051 or visit 
www.charlottejcc.org/donate

But, we only have until De-
cember 31, 2020 to make it 
count! 

We haven’t faced a challenge 
like this in over 20 years, Can 
we count on you to meet this 
challenge?

By Liz Wahls
The Shalom Park Commu-

nity Garden is the most visible 
aspect of Shalom Green, the 
volunteer-led Shalom Park En-
vironmental Initiative. The gar-
den’s purpose is to be a hub for 
environmental education and to 
grow and harvest fresh produce 
for donation to community orga-
nizations. Usually bustling with 
activity, the garden hosts Sha-
lom Park school groups for out-
door education. Families come 
to teach their children about 
growing vegetables, and vol-
unteers come to get their hands 
dirty, meet like-minded individ-
uals, and learn about gardening. 

Despite the many challenges 
of 2020, the Shalom Park Com-
munity Garden had a bountiful 
harvest. More than 330 pounds 
of nutritious, fresh produce have 
been donated to Jewish Family 
Services of Greater Charlotte’s 
food pantry. The market value 
of this donated produce is more 
than $1,900! 

But how does our garden 
grow?

The coincidence of the pan-
demic with the start of the grow-
ing season did not stop activities 
in the garden. Our garden co-

ordinator received permission 
from the Foundation of Shalom 
Park to continue to care for the 
garden as an essential service. 
Spring vegetables were planted, 
watered, and weeded, and har-
vesting began in April. Various 
lettuces and greens, herbs, and 
rainbow carrots were donated to 
the Jewish Family Services’ food 
pantry, which never stopped 
serving its clients.

In the summer months, our 
garden coordinator worked with 
Camp Mindy youth to provide 
horticultural education while 
following Shalom Park social 
distancing and masking proto-
cols. Their efforts helped with 
the garden’s summer production 
of tomatoes, cucumbers, green 
beans, summer squash, okra, and 
hot and bell peppers. Our garden 
coordinator leads monthly Gar-
den Workdays, which resumed 
in August following health and 
safety protocols. In the fall, vol-
unteers harvested figs and mus-
cadine grapes and made jam for 
donation to the food pantry at 
Jewish Family Services.

Other garden-related educa-
tional events include:

• A seed-starting event at 
Temple Israel’s Yom Gemilut 

Hasadim Acts of Loving Kind-
ness Day in January.

• Our Tu B’Shvat Plant a Fig 
Tree event, which brought 150 
people into the garden, each of 
whom took home a cutting from 
our fig trees in February.

• A Container Gardening at 
Home Zoom session for Temple 
Beth El’s Virtual Mitzvah Day in 
May. 

Funding for the garden, in-
cluding the salary of our garden 
coordinator and materials such 
as seeds, fertilizer, tools, and 
mulch, comes from allocations 
from The Jewish Federation of 
Greater Charlotte and from pri-
vate donations to the Shalom 
Green Fund via our fiscal spon-
sor, The Foundation of Shalom 
Park.

Shalom Green is currently in 
the middle of  our 2021 Here We 
Grow fundraising campaign to 
raise $5,000 by December 31 to 
support our 2021 Garden Coor-
dinator Fund. To make a dona-
tion to the Shalom Green Fund, 
please visit the Foundation of 
Shalom Park website at www.
shalomcharlotte.org/ and click 
“donate.”

You can also support Shalom 
Green by participating in our 

Annual Fig Tree Cutting event. 
On Sunday, December 6, join us 
between noon and 2 p.m., drive 
through the portico at Building C 
next to the garden and pick up a 
fig tree cutting with care instruc-
tions. The event is free and open 
to the public, with a suggested 
donation of $10 to support Sha-
lom Green’s 2021 Garden Co-
ordinator Fund. Please register 
in advance at the Shalom Green 
website, https://shalomgreenclt.
org/.

Jewish tradition teaches the 
importance of caring for the 
environment, for we must act 
as partners in preserving cre-

ation. If you are interested in 
donating your time or dollars 
to Shalom Green, please visit 
our website at shalomgreenclt.
org/. You can email us at  info@
shalomgreenCLT.org. Like us on 
Facebook.  Follow us on Twitter 
and Instagram. 

The Charlotte Jewish News - December 2020 - Page 10 The Charlotte Jewish News - December 2020 - Page 11

Take the One Million Dollar Challenge: Can 
We Count On You?

Bal Tashchit and Beyond: How Does Our 
Garden Grow

Join us for Annual Fig Tree Cutting event December 6

http://www.charlottejcc.org/join
http://www.charlottejcc.org/upgrade
http://www.charlottejcc.org/upgrade
http://www.charlottejcc.org/donate
http://www.shalomcharlotte.org/
http://www.shalomcharlotte.org/
https://shalomgreenclt.org/
https://shalomgreenclt.org/
http://shalomgreenclt.org/
http://shalomgreenclt.org/
mailto:info@shalomgreenCLT.org
mailto:info@shalomgreenCLT.org


By Talli Diapold
The beginning of the 2020-

2021 school year looked differ-
ent. Many teachers prepared, 
often for the first time, to teach 
remotely. Others planned ways 
to keep students safe as they 
returned to hallways and class-
rooms. Administrators and oth-
er school staff wrestled with 
the best ways to meet the needs 
of students in danger of falling 
through the cracks. This does 
not seem like the ideal time for 
tackling issues of bias, preju-
dice, and systemic racism. And 
yet, that is exactly what several 
local schools have been doing.

Back in July, the Greenspon 
Center received a request from 
Principal Leake at Wedding-
ton Middle School. The school 
hosted a Becoming One Human 
Family program last year, and 
Principal Leake wanted to build 
on that. He envisioned training 
the entire faculty and staff to 
recognize bias and prejudice in 
themselves and the school en-

vironment. In his words, “Tur-
moil related to racism plagues 
our streets and our suburbs and 
seeps into our schools. If we 
as educators cannot help one 
another and our students tact-
fully dialogue about sensitive 
issues while maintaining an 
atmosphere of mutual respect, 
who will?” The school worked 
through these issues in August 
and looks forward to following 
up in January.

In late August, Chiquitha 
Lloyd, the Director of Diver-
sity and Inclusion at Charlotte 
Mecklenberg Schools, reached 
out to the Greenspon Center 
with news that Hough High 
School and Ardrey Kell High 
School wanted similar trainings. 
Donna Tarney, the education co-
ordinator for the Center, worked 
with school leadership to create 
webinar workshops tailored to 
the specific needs of each com-
munity. She shared tools to help 
faculty and staff identify their 
own biases as well as help stu-

dents discuss prejudice and ste-
reotypes in a meaningful and 
productive way. Feedback from 
participants was overwhelming-
ly positive and indicated that 
they want more opportunities 
like this in the future.

And it’s not just the pub-
lic schools that are looking for 
ways to make systemic changes 
in education. Shareena Mundo-
di, the director of Community 
Life at Charlotte Preparatory 
School, asked the Greenspon 
Center to create anti-bias pre-
sentations for parents and mid-
dle school students. These hour-

long interactive webinars helped 
parents and students explore the 
processes that lead to bias, prej-
udice, and stereotypes and how 
to disrupt that process to create 
a better school community.

Each of these programs was a 
short-term success in that each 
school community learned how 
to create more welcoming and 

intentionally inclusive schools. 
The long-term success will 
come as the Greenspon Center 
continues to support the admin-
istrators and educators in their 
work for systemic change. 

If you know of a school that 
might be interested in working 
with us, please email Donna 
Tarney at tarneyd@queens.edu.

By Amy Lefkoff
At its third annual Welcom-

ing the Stranger to the (virtual) 
Table, on Sunday evening, Oc-
tober 25, the Jewish Commu-
nity Refugee Initiative (JCRI), 
with the help of a dollar-for-dol-
lar donor match by Gary and 
Stephanie Starr, raised more 
than $10,000 for the Immigrant 
Justice Program of the Charlotte 
Center for Legal Advocacy (The 
Advocacy Center). 

The Zoom program, with 
more than 50 attendees, began 
with moderator Jackie Fish-
man sharing the story of her 
mother, Susan Cernyak-Spatz, 
a survivor of Auschwitz, sail-
ing into New York Harbor on 
the 4th of July, 1946, weeping 
as she looked up at the Statue 
of Liberty upon whose pedes-
tal are engraved the familiar 
words of Jewish poet Emma 
Lazarus: “Give me your tired, 
your poor/Your huddled mass-
es yearning to breathe free.” 
The program ended with Rabbi 
Judy Schindler sharing a piece 
of artwork, Alfred Jaar’s “Ellis 
Island 2024” — a deeply dis-
turbing photograph of Ellis Is-
land with the Statue of Liberty 
removed and thus no engraving 
of Lazarus’s “The New Colos-
sus” to convey the idea to the 
world that the United States is 
the land of immigrants. The art-
ist’s message: We must all con-
tinue to work hard to prevent 
that dystopian nightmare from 
coming true.

Between these two speakers 
were Isabel Burton, senior di-
rector, Community Engagement 
Initiatives, HIAS (formerly He-
brew Immigration Aid Society), 
Carolina Refugee Resettlement 
Agency’s executive director 
Marsha Hirsch, and The Advo-
cacy Center’s Executive Direc-
tor Kenneth Schorr and Director 
of Immigrant Justice Program 
Sharon Dove who explained 
how current U.S. immigration 
policy negatively affects refugee 
resettlement, asylum seekers, 
DACA, TPS, some immigrants 
who are recipients of public 
benefits (e.g., Medicaid, SNAP, 

or Section 8 public housing), 
and unaccompanied minors.   

Burton began with a star-
tling statistic: Of the 26 mil-
lion refugees in the world with 
a well-founded fear of perse-
cution, the U.S. only admitted 
9,000 refugees in fiscal year 
2020. 70% of the world’s refu-
gees can no longer meet basic 
needs during the pandemic. 

Schorr focused on what is 
happening on our southern 
border and gave a succinct ex-
planation for why thousands 
of migrants make the danger-
ous long journey by foot to the 
U.S.: “Staying is worse.” Schorr 
explained that “the largest pro-
portion of unaccompanied mi-
nors are those fleeing gangs or 
family violence.” Since induc-
tion into a gang involves a 10- 
or 11-year-old boy committing 
a murder or a girl agreeing to 
belong to a male gang mem-
ber (upon threat of being killed 
if  she refuses), this situation 
drives children a thousand miles 
across Mexico to our border. 
The Advocacy Center assists 
these unaccompanied minors 
who face removal proceedings 
by educating sponsors (who are 
often undocumented and speak 
little English) on how they can 
navigate the immigration court 
system and by providing one-
on-one assistance in a small 
room in immigration court.  

The Advocacy Center’s direc-
tor of Immigrant Justice, Sharon 
Dove, shared the statistic that 
children with representation 
in immigration court have ob-
tained outcomes that allow them 
to remain in the U.S. in 70% of 
cases, compared with  9% for 
unrepresented children. Yet the 
immigration court in Charlotte 
has some of the worst outcomes 
in the nation: The asylum denial 
rates in the Charlotte immigra-
tion court is 90% compared with  
a nationwide average of 60%.

Burton explained the Presi-
dential Determination number 
(the annual ceiling for refugee 
admission set by the president) 
and how it is a mere 15,000 for 
fiscal year 2021 compared with  

its historic average of around 
95,000. Hirsch then shared a 
chart that showed that although 
more than 350 refugees reset-
tled in Charlotte in 2016, only 
69 were resettled in Charlotte in 
fiscal year 2020.  

Rabbi Schindler appealed 
to attendees to see the pursuit 
of justice as an expression of 
our Judaism and that we not 
only help the individual refu-
gee and asylum seeker but also 
advocate through organizations 
like the Greenspon Center for 
Peace and Social Justice where 
she serves as executive director, 
to find the root causes of injus-
tice — “Justice, Justice, you 
shall pursue.” 

An anonymous donor has 
made available, until the end 
of December, an additional 
dollar-for-dollar match up to 
$5,000, with all donations go-
ing to the Immigrant Justice 
Program at Charlotte Center 
for Legal Advocacy. Donations 
can be made online at https://
charlottelegaladvocacy.org/do-
nate/ by selecting JCRI in the 
drop-down menu or by mailing 
a check to Temple Beth El, with 
JCRI in the memo line.

Below is the link to the re-
corded third annual Welcoming 
the Stranger to the (virtual) Ta-
ble Zoom program. To watch 

the full video, download or add 
it to your Dropbox.

https://www.dropbox.com/s/
cu6acsxvkj8354w/zoom_0.
mp4?dl=0

On this page is a HIAS slide 
from the Zoom program that 
shows the annual refugee ad-
missions ceiling in the United 

States since 1980. The 15,000 
ceiling for fiscal year 2021 falls 
far short of the historic average 
of 95,000. 

As you begin to mark your 
calendars for the month ahead, 
consider yourself invited to our 
Winter Programs and Events:

Queens Jewish Life Chanukah 
Mural Street Art Project 

You are invited! Charlotte’s 
very own Jewish street artist, 
Mike Wirth, has joined artists 
across the country for a Cha-
nukah Mural Project. Eight 
artists in eight U.S. cities will 
be painting Chanukah meno-
rah murals, and Mike will be 
leading our Hillel students in 
painting Charlotte’s hanuki-
ah at Queens University. Each 
night of Chanukah, from De-
cember 10 to 17 at 5:30 p.m., a 
dignitary from the community 
will be invited to spray paint a 
flame on the menorah and of-
fer a few words related to the 
season. We will livestream the 
event on Facebook and Zoom 
so you can join us virtually! 
 The first night, December 10,. 
we kick off with a special eve-
ning. Drive through for a to-go 
container of Mimi’s Matzo Ball 
soup* and a Hillel Challah.** 
Step out of your car for an op-

portunity to take a selfie with the 
one-of-a-kind chanukiah. Safety 
is our top priority; if you would 
like to participate, please RSVP 
to Talli at dippoldt@queens.edu.  
*Generously sponsored by the 
Gorelick Family
**Generously sponsored by Mar-
ty Birnbaum and Roz Greenspon

“Me and White Supremacy” 
Book Study and Discussion Cir-
cles 

You’ve learned about the ra-
cial inequity built into the sys-
tems of our country. You have 
the desire to bring about change. 
What do you do next? Take 
a 28-day challenge to change 
yourself in order to change your 
community. To help you along 
in this process, the Greenspon 
Center will offer several small 
group discussions related to the 
personal work participants will 
do while reading through this 
book. Contact tarneyd@queens.
edu to find out more.

“Stamped: Racism, Anti-rac-
ism, and You” Book Study for 
Educators 
January 7, 2021, Virtual: 7-8 
p.m.

An Exploration of Jewish 
Peoplehood through Film and 
Literature

January 20 - March 17, 2021, 
Wednesdays afternoons, 12:30-
2 p. m.

We learn about Judaism not 
only through experiencing what 
happens inside synagogues or 
reading Jewish Scripture, but 
also  through culture that is cre-
atively captured in film, poetry, 

and literature. From exploring 
Jewish identity to Jewish culi-
nary arts and from viewing cin-
ematic images of Jewish moth-
ers to exploring the struggles of 
assimilation, we can learn about 
the deeper meaning of Jewish 
peoplehood. Join us to broaden 
your understanding of Judaism 
and of the Jewish people while 
enjoying film, literature, poetry, 
and even Jewish humor.

2021 Agenda
Thursday, January 28, 2021, 

6:30-8 p.m. Virtual 
What will your New Year’s 

resolution be? To right deeply 
rooted racist policies in Char-
lotte? To expand affordable 
housing? To create positive 
outcomes for those interfacing 
with the criminal justice sys-
tem? To support our immigrant 
neighbors? To create equitable 
educational opportunities in 
Charlotte? To advocate for re-
storative justice? Join us to lay 
out a plan for engaging in this 
critical community work. 
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(JTA) When the first wave of 
coronavirus infections reached 
the American South, Rab-
bi Charlie Cytron-Walker of 
Congregation Beth Israel in 
Colleyville, Texas, knew the 
religious school’s classes at his 
synagogue would have to move 
online.

But he also knew his institu-
tion was ill-equipped to make 
that change.

“We are a small congrega-
tion — 170 households — and 
our religious school is general-
ly run by volunteer teachers,” 
Cytron-Walker said. “We don’t 
have a paid religious school di-
rector. When COVID hit, we lit-
erally had no clue what we were 
going to do. We did not feel 
that parents without education 
training would be able to create 
a safe environment or teach on-
line.”

Searching for options Amy 
Hamilton, chair of Beth Israel’s 
education committee, discov-
ered the Ofek Learning Hub, an 
Israel-centered, Jewish distance 
learning program taught by ex-
perienced educators and acces-
sible to students of all ages in 
North America and beyond.

Launched in the spring by 
the Israeli American Council, or 
IAC, the program offers classes 
on an array of topics related to 
Judaism, Jews and Israel in He-
brew or English (or both). The 
idea is to maintain and cultivate 
American Jews’ connection to 
Israel even at a time when travel 
to Israel is not possible because 
of the coronavirus.

Ofek Hub’s development is 
part of the IAC’s general ap-
proach to identifying needs in 
the American Jewish communi-
ty and coming up with innova-
tive ways to meet them. Found-
ed by Israeli Americans living 
in California, the IAC has made 
this sort of startup mentality 
part of the organization’s DNA.

In this case, Ofek Hub was 
created to meet the urgent needs 
of North American Jews left 
without an educational frame-
work when COVID-19 sud-
denly forced them to shutter 
their schools, synagogues and 
Jewish community centers. Its 
small virtual classrooms (10-15 
students) encourage interaction 
between students and teachers, 
as well as among students. The 
program’s mostly Israeli-Amer-
ican teachers have been trained 
to utilize the latest online learn-
ing tools specifically suited for 
distance learning. Most of the 
classes run for five sessions and 
cost $65.

While many of the classes 
are directed at young children, 
teens and adults use Ofek Hub, 
too. So far, more than 1,600 
students have taken over 100 

courses through the program.
“We saw a community in 

need,” said Shoham Nicolet, 
IAC’s co-founder and CEO. 
“When the pandemic struck 
there was confusion. Every-
thing stopped in one day. People 
weren’t clear what education 
would look like.”

Although the hub was born 
in response to the pandemic, 
it’s not just for the pandemic, 
Nicolet said, highlighting Ofek 
Hub’s broader mission to help 
Jews in the Diaspora strengthen 
their ties with Israel, Israelis and 
the Jewish people as a whole.

“Ofek will be here for many 
years,” Nicolet said. “We said 
there is a crisis, but what op-
portunities can the crisis bring 
to the Jewish community? This 
is an opportunity to make Is-
rael-focused Jewish education 
affordable and cutting-edge for 
individuals and institutions.”

For the IAC, creating Ofek 
Hub is a natural progression. 
The organization was founded 
13 years ago to help Israelis liv-
ing in North America feel more 
anchored to both Israel and their 
local Jewish communities.

“We saw a threat,” Nicolet 
said. “They weren’t connected 
to the American Jewish com-
munity and were integrating 
into larger American society at 
a high rate. For the most part, 
they were ignored by both the 
American Jewish community 
and Israel, and as a result got 
disconnected from everything.”

IAC’s outreach has helped 
an entire generation of young 
Israeli Americans feel connect-
ed to their Israeli roots and one 
another, he said. The organiza-
tion’s events also draw large 
numbers of young Jews whose 
families are not Israeli.

Ofek’s online community 
is similarly helping people feel 
more connected at a time when 
Jewish institutions have had to 
scale back or eliminate in-per-
son gatherings due to COVID-19, 
Nicolet said.

The courses include Hebrew 
ulpan language learning (be-
ginner to advanced) as well as 
classes on Israeli innovation, 
Israeli culture, food, music and 
diversity, the Israeli martial art 
of Krav Maga, the effects of 
technology on children, a course 
geared to bar- and bat-mitzvah 
kids, book clubs and more.

Michelle Levin, 55, and her 
daughter Gabriella Levin-Meer, 
16, of Marin, California, decid-
ed to study Hebrew with Ofek 
because they wanted to main-
tain and improve the level of 
Hebrew they attained while liv-
ing in Israel a few years ago.

“Taking this class online is 
such a game changer,” said Mi-
chelle Levin, who enrolled in 

consecutive Level 2 Hebrew 
classes for adults. Gabriella 
took Hebrew with other high 
school students.

“The flexibility of being able 
to take a class from home means 
that I can just sign in and go,” 
Levin said. “You also can’t beat 
the price. The teachers are all 
very professional and devoted. 
They truly want to provide a 
class that meets all of the stu-
dents’ needs.”

Levin said she felt a grow-
ing sense of Jewish community 
thanks to the interactions with 
her classmates, who hailed from 
Los Angeles to Las Vegas to 
Brooklyn.

“The instructors are very in-
novative in using technology 
to bring the Hebrew language 
alive,” she said. “They often use 
short videos of songs and con-
versations which show natural 
language and then we discuss. 
The classes are very well orga-
nized.”

On the class WhatsApp group, 
students and teachers continued 
to chat during the week.

“We are truly creating an 
online community of learners 
– something that I wasn’t sure 
would be possible,” Levin said.

Bobbi Feinstein from Las 
Vegas enrolled her 12-year-old 
granddaughter Sari and one of 
Sari’s friends in an Ofek baking 
class for tweens.

“The kids loved the class 
and the recipes,” Feinstein said. 
“Sari isn’t fluent in conversa-
tional Hebrew, so the teacher 
used the cooking class to teach 
Hebrew in a fun and engaging 
way. The amazing thing was 
that my granddaughter did not 
even notice she was learning 
Hebrew.”

Thanks to the class, Feinstein 
said, when she and Sari are bak-
ing together, her granddaugh-
ter enthusiastically teaches her 
what she has learned.

“It’s been a win-win,” Fein-
stein said.

When Beth Israel partnered 
with Ofek, the synagogue 
worked with the program to cre-
ate content customized to the 
congregation’s needs. Today, all 
of its Hebrew school classes are 
run by the hub.

In one Sunday school class, 
teacher Mor Cohen taught the 
seven days of creation with an 
animated video and game that 
required her young charges to 
match words (sky, animals, fish, 
birds, day, night, rest) with days 
one to seven. The students chat-
ted not just with Cohen but with 
one another.

Hamilton, the synagogue’s 
education committee chair, said 
Ofek’s classes have exceeded 
expectations.

“My bar for success was not 
hearing complaints,” Hamilton 
said. “In reality, the students are 
saying they’re getting a lot out 
of the experience. They’re con-
tinuing their Jewish education 

while feeling part of something. 
What more can we ask?”

This article was sponsored by 
and produced in partnership 
with the Israeli American Coun-
cil. This article was produced by 
JTA’s native content team.

By Rishe Groner (JTA)
When it comes to celebrat-

ing Hanukkah, you probably 
think about lighting the meno-
rah, playing dreidel (or maybe 
not, does anyone actually play 
dreidel?) and eating so many 
latkes that your stomach burns 
in sweet agony.

But did you know that there’s 
a special Hanukkah tradition 
— Eid Al Bnat (The Festival 
of Daughters, in Judeo-Arabic) 
or Chag HaBanot (in Hebrew) 
— that women and girls from 
North Africa’s Jewish commu-
nities have been celebrating for 
centuries?

In Jerusalem last year, I 
joined a group of women of 
Middle Eastern and North Af-
rican backgrounds who gather 
regularly to study their heri-

tage with an organization called 
Arevot, and we held an inspir-
ing Eid Al Bnat celebration, 
with a focus on how to bring it 
back into our own communities.

It’s a beautiful tradition that 
more people should know about, 
so let me break it down:

Origins of the holiday
Celebrated on the Rosh Ch-

odesh (New Moon) of Tevet 
(one of the Hebrew months 
where Hanukkah takes place) 
in communities in North Afri-
ca and elsewhere, particularly 
the islands of Djerba and Tunis 
in Tunisia, Algeria, Salonika in 
Greece and Kushta (Istanbul) 
in Turkey, this day is filled with 
historic connections to power-
ful Jewish women. The festival 
takes the form of ceremonial 
gatherings featuring symbolic 

rituals, delicious treats and tra-
ditional songs, all focusing on 
bringing together generations 
of mothers, daughters, aunts, 
sisters and the extended com-
munity.

The stories of Hanukkah and 
the ladies therein are often re-
told only as the story of Judith, 
the brave widow who fake-se-
duced the Greek-Syrian gen-
eral Holofernes, fed him salty 
cheese, got him drunk on wine, 
then calmly beheaded him. The 
soldiers freaked out, the Macca-
bees won the battle and the rest 
is quite literally history.

But there’s another, lesser 
known story of a brave woman 
not named except as “the daugh-
ter of the Hasmonean, Yohanan 
the High Priest,” who lived in 
Judea (AKA modern day Isra-
el) during the time of the Mac-
cabees. Among the anti-Jewish 
edicts of the time, the invading 
governor insisted on sleeping 
with every virgin woman the 
night before her marriage, and 
this carried on for almost four 
years. On the night of the high 
priest’s daughter’s marriage, as 
she was about to be carted off to 
the governor’s chamber for the 
night, she uncovered her hair, 
ripped open her clothes, and ex-
posed herself to all.

Amid cries of “send her off 
to be burned!” she turned to the 
crowd and said something along 
the lines of, “Are you kidding 
me? You think this is me being 
exposed — before my brothers 
and friends — but it doesn’t 
bother you that I’m about to be 
exposed before this foreign in-
vading governor, sacrificing me 
to him?”

Her brothers, the Maccabees 
and Co., realized it was time to 
go off and kill the ruling gover-
nor. She got herself fancy and 
had herself escorted with danc-
ers and musicians straight to the 
governor’s palace. Seeing the 
priestly family all caught up in 
this pseudo-wedding, the ego-
maniac governor let them right 
in, imagining they were handing 
off their daughter with volun-
tary joy. They utilized the op-
portunity to behead him and all 
his servants, which eventually 
helped bring the Maccabees to 
victory. The power of this wom-
an’s vulnerability, honesty, and 
using her voice at just the right 
time is a fascinating tradition 
that we celebrate on this night.

How to celebrate
Like every tradition that gets 

passed down from generation 
to generation, there’s always a 
new flourish or nuance between 
how your grandma did it and 
how my aunt likes to do it.

In some communities, wom-
en visited the synagogue (not 
a thing that was usually done!) 
and kissed the Torah scrolls and 
were blessed by the rabbi; in 
others they cooked and baked a 
festive meal together, and then 
celebrated all night. Sweet tra-
ditional foods were prepared 
and gifted in baskets to mothers, 
daughters, or mothers-in-law, 
prayers were shared, and songs 
were sung. Overall, though, the 
key components always include 
lighting the Hanukkah candles, 
lots of music and dancing, and 
the opportunity to create intima-
cy and community with women.

A song or piyyut often begins 
the night, followed by lighting 
the Hanukkah candles. Piyyu-
tim are liturgical poems written 
in Hebrew that are sung in in-
credibly complicated and deep-
ly moving Arabic maqam (a 
system of melodic modes). For 
those of us without the ability to 
improvise our way through epic 
Hebrew poetry, you can pick 
out a song that is meaningful to 
you and that women can sing 
together. After that, the women 
traditionally recite a blessing 
of “Mi Shebeirach Imoteinu,” 
or, “May the One who blessed 
our Mothers bless us.” It’s a re-

freshing change from the often 
male-gendered liturgy, and a 
cool opportunity to improvise 
your own prayer and gratitude 
for the women who came before 
us.

Next comes the chance to go 
around and get to know every-
one, so pull out your best sum-
mer camp ice-breakers and find 
creative ways to put everyone 
at ease. It’s beautiful to encour-
age every woman to name their 
mothers and grandmothers as 
well, lighting a candle for each 
one in the center of the table, 
bringing our personal histories 
into the circle.

A communal bat mitzvah
One awesome tradition is the 

presentation of the bat mitzvah 
girls of the year — consider it 
our very own debutante ball, 
but this time, it’s up to the 
moms and aunts to cheer, bless, 
and generally love up on these 
young girls as newcomers to the 
women’s circle. It’s also tradi-
tional to prepare foods together, 
like the North African favorite 
sfenj — think jelly doughnuts 
meet churros drizzled with hon-
ey — or honey cakes and cook-
ies, or a potluck dinner. Mish-
loach manot — gifting packages 
of food and treats — is also part 
of the Eid Al Bnat tradition, so 
the Jewish mom Tupperware 
buffet is a must at this party!

The power of women’s cir-
cles

Since this festival is based 
on the stories of Judith and the 
daughter of Yohanan the Has-
monean, it’s important to tell, 
read or act out their stories, re-
flecting on the power of women. 
It’s also a good time to share the 
history of the holiday, passing 
on wisdom from generation to 
generation and sharing the cus-
toms across different cultures.

Women’s groups have a nat-
ural intimacy, so it’s fun to play 
with the format and find ways 
to connect. In Jerusalem, we 
played a game that asked each 
woman to share a tip or a gift 
with another, which included 
everything from womb medi-
tations to honeybee secrets to 
how to cope with mourning a 
loved one. You can share poetry, 
songs or just the best thing your 
mother ever taught you.

Whether you share stories, 
get vulnerable, cook up a storm, 
or dance the night away, this 
night is for us all to celebrate 
the power of the ladies in our 
lives, and the bonds that keep us 
strong in the face of struggle.

This piece originally ap-
peared in Alma, a publication of 
70 Faces Media.
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By Shelley Pawlyk 
It might surprise those who 

know me, but I haven’t always 
been a firm believer in the im-
portance of truly getting to 
know people for who they are. 
Does that make you gasp? It 
should because it’s possible you 
may have similar issues and not 
even realize it. I had to learn 
many times by my own mistakes 
that I judged people before tru-
ly getting to know them. In the 
corporate world it is called “un-
conscious bias.” We all have it. 
I still find myself growing im-
patient and becoming exhausted 
at times when trying to listen to 
and understand different points 
of view, especially when others 
don’t want to take the time to 
listen to me to understand my 
perspective. It is helpful for us 
to be aware of these biases, es-
pecially now during these times 
when so much seems to divide 
us. 

This lesson was reinforced 
when I met Al Rogat, a member 
of our congregation. At first I 
judged Al based on superficial 
characteristics – his age, accent, 
and his occasional forthright de-
meanor. I thought we had noth-
ing in common. I could not have 

been more wrong. Since getting 
to know Al, I am honored to call 
him my friend. 

Originally from Long Island, 
Al has called Fort Mill home for 
many years now. He has one sis-
ter, two daughters, and two very 
special grandsons. Before retir-
ing in 2006, Al worked as an 
IT project manager and corpo-
rate credit manager. But Al has 
a creative, artistic side as well. 
For years he worked with leath-
er crafts. He is also a remark-
able glass artist who specializes 
in the creation of unique fused 
and stained glass works of art. 

Al has been a longtime sup-
porter of public TV and radio. 
He enjoys a variety of PBS pro-
grams, especially Washington 
Week, Firing Line, Great Per-
formances, NOVA, Independent 
Lens, as well as many nature 
and science-related shows. He 
loves that there are four PBS 
stations in the Fort  Mill area. 

Al has been a generous do-
nor to our congregation and 
purchased most of our first 
siddurim.  When we needed a 
Torah, Al went beyond asking 
whether or not one of the syn-
aogues that was closing would 
donate a Torah; he was a “doer” 

who made calls and connected 
us with a source through the 
Union for Reform Judaism.  

After I was severely injured 
in an accident four years ago 
and unable to safely drive to 
doctors’ appointments, Al was a 
friend who offered to help me. 
But he is more than a personal 
friend,  and his involvement ex-
tends beyond our congregation. 
He is active in many areas of 
the Carolinas, including creat-
ing the Fort Mill High School 
band’s endowment, and sup-
porting the arts in Fort Mill and 
Charlotte. He serves on a board 
for the city of Fort Mill, is a 
member of the South Carolina 
Silver Haired Legislature and is 
a Legacy Donor to South Car-
olina Educational Television, 
among other charities. Al is the 
one who raised his hand without 
hesitation 

He was also the person who 
raised his hand without hesita-
tion to donate a refrigerator to 
help furnish a home by Lilly 
Pad Haven used to house vic-
tims of human trafficking. Al is 
also working on Temple Solel's 
mask sorting project in response 
to COVID. 

Al believes that you don’t 

have to be wealthy to be gen-
erous with your time, friend-
ship, or finances. He encourag-
es others to leave a legacy gift 
emphasizing that anyone can 
do it. “Regardless of your cur-
rent financial situation, a gift 
from your estate will not affect 
your lifestyle, but it will be a 
lasting way to support worth-
while endeavors.” He adds, “Of 
course, if you can afford to give 
now, as well as leaving a lega-
cy gift, that’s even better.”  Al 
speaks frequently about what 
he learned growing up from rel-
atives who passed along their 
Jewish traditions and passion 
for the creative arts, including 
his father, Stan, who also did 

glasswork and was the president 
of their Temple for many years.  

The greatest lesson I learned 
from Al is that we can disagree 
and still be friends. We can be 
any age and still find things we 
have in common. We can talk 
about things openly and not be 
afraid to be judged. Al is a true 
mensch, and this member high-
light isn’t just to honor him, but 
to serve as an example to all of 
us. 

Temple Solel holds regular 
Shabbat services at 7 p.m. on 
the second and fourth Fridays of 
each month via Zoom. We also 
have an abbreviated service on 
the first and third Fridays. We 
hope to resume services when 
appropriate at Belair UMC 
Family Life Center, 8095 Shel-
ley Mullis Rd., Fort Mill, SC 
29707. For more information 
see templesolelSC.org, write us 
at info@templesolelSC.org or 
call 803-610-1707.

Member Spotlight: Al Rogat

PerrysSouthPark         PerrysSouthPark         PerrysSouthPark         PerrysSouthPark         

Al Rogat
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By Rabbi Beth Nichols, Director 
of Lifelong Jewish Learning

It is hard to imagine the 
emotions the Maccabees felt as 
they stepped back on the Tem-
ple grounds. Perhaps they felt 
joy to be returning to a sacred 
space; perhaps they felt sadness 
for the years of worship missed, 
or perhaps they felt anxiety at 
the work still to be done. These 
possible emotions resemble the 
mixed emotions we ourselves 
hold as we slowly return to our 
sacred spaces. Our sanctuaries, 
of course, have not been dese-
crated by pagan statues or sac-

rifices, but we too have been 
prevented from gathering in our 
houses of worship. The Mac-
cabees were able to overcome 
a formidable enemy, and we, I 
pray, will soon defeat a daunting 
virus. 

I wish that this compari-
son could end with our Jewish 
community rededicating our 
sanctuaries and celebrating to-
gether for eight days. But un-
fortunately, the continued threat 
of COVID-19 demands that 
we seek out a different kind of 
Chanukah — a different form 
of “dedication” this year. We 
should not gather for our typi-
cal Chanukah parties filled with 
children, have latke-making 
events where dozens of cooks 
fill the kitchen, or gather for 
concerts featuring our Chanu-
kah favorites. Chanukah, in 
fact, does not need any of these 
joyous traditions to convey its 
messages. Chanukah means 
“dedication,” and we can dedi-
cate ourselves in new ways this 
year; we can reimagine our re-
dedication. 

Rabbi Harold Schulweis 
taught, “The Chanukah lights 
remind us that miracles are as 

real as the transforming power 
of ideals.” His words remind 
us that Chanukah is a story of 
standing up for our ideals. Tra-
dition teaches us to not only kin-
dle the Chanukah lights in our 
homes but also to place in our 
windows for all to see. Chanu-
kah prompts us to both physical-
ly and metaphorically “shine the 
light” for others to see. Where 
do you want to shine your light? 
What causes need our attention? 
What injustices need our voices 
speaking out against them?

On Chanukah, we bless God 
for “performing wondrous deeds 
for our ancestors in days of old 
at this season.” This Chanukah, 
may we add to this blessing by 
partnering with God to perform 
wondrous deeds in our times. 
May we “shine the light” and 
inspire transformation.

Reimagining our Rededication
The Charlotte Jewish News - December 2020 - Page 18 The Charlotte Jewish News - December 2020 - Page 19 

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech ha-olam, asher kid’shanu
b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu l’hadlik ner shel Chanukah.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who hallows us
with mitzvot, commanding us to kindle the Chanukah lights.

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech ha-olam, she-asah nisim
laavoteinu bayamim haheim baz’man hazeh.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who performed
wondrous deeds for our ancestors in days of old at this season.

(For first night only)

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech ha-olam, shehecheyanu v’kiy’manu
v’higianu laz’man hazeh.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, for giving us
life, for sustaining us, and for enabling us to reach this season.



By Shari Baum
The term “social distancing” 

has become part of the vernac-
ular these days. At Temple Kol 
Ami, we prefer to say “physical 
distancing” because we have 
found ways to be safely socially 
together. 

In September, we came to-
gether for a lovely Sukkot pic-
nic hosted by TKA congregants 
David and Rebecca Burack. 
With the help of hand sanitizer 
and masks, we shook the lulav, 
said the blessing for dwelling 
in the sukkah, and enjoyed our 
picnic lunches on a beautiful 
fall day. We kept our six-foot 
distance but were still able to 
celebrate our holiday.

We again gathered outdoors 
on November 7 to bid Shabbat 
farewell with Havdalah and 
s’mores. It was great to once 
again socialize with fellow 
congregants while staying safe. 
Knowing the days will grow 
colder, we knew we had to take 
advantage of the crisp autumn 
night. It was a wonderful eve-
ning of yummy treats, prayer, 
and conversation.

Temple Kol Ami continues 
to observe Shabbat with Zoom 
services. A recent poll of our 
congregation revealed that the 
majority of members prefer to 
continue with the virtual ser-
vices at this time. We will reas-
sess the situation in the future 

and look forward to one day 
being together in person to cel-
ebrate the Sabbath. We are ex-
cited to have Rabbi Bruce Aft, 
who led us in High Holiday ser-
vices, with us on the weekend 
of December 4. Rabbi Aft will 
lead us in a virtual Shabbat ser-
vice and Saturday morning To-
rah study and will Zoom  with 
our religious scrool students on 
Sunday. Rabbi Aft recently re-
tired from Congregation Adat 
Reyim in Springfield, Virginia, 
and is currently a visiting schol-
ar at George Mason University 
and a senior fellow at the Cen-
ter for World Religions and 
Conflict Resolution. Everyone 
is invited to join us for what 
should be a wonderful weekend 
of prayer and learning as we get 
ready for Chanukah! Contact us 
at yorksynagogue@gmail.com 
for the Zoom links. 

As 2020 comes to a close, 
Temple Kol Ami can look back 
at this trying year with pride in 
all that we were able to accom-
plish under difficult circum-
stances. It is our prayer that in 
2021 we will have less “phys-
ical distancing” and more time 
“socially together.”  Temple Kol 
Ami has services on the first 
and third Fridays of the month. 
(Occasionally, there may be 
a change to our schedule, so 
please check our calendar at 
www.tempelkolamisc.org.) If 

you live in York County or the 
Ballantyne area, Temple Kol 
Ami might be the Jewish home 
for you! We are a warm and in-
clusive Reform congregation 
composed  of Jews from diverse 
backgrounds.  

Wishing you a happy and 
healthy (secular) new year!

By Wendy Gordon Pake
Statesville, NC (November 10, 

2020)
Statesville’s Congregation 

Emanuel synagogue, built in 
1892, was illuminated on the 
evening of November 9 to com-
memorate Kristallnacht, Crys-
tal Night, the Night of Broken 
Glass. Kristallnacht’s name sig-
nifies how the streets were cov-

ered with broken glass from all 
the Jewish windows. #LetTher-
eBeLight campaign’s message 
was one of hope, to illuminate 
the world against the darkness 
of hate. #LetThereBeLight in-
spired synagogues worldwide to 
leave on lights with a promise 
to always shine light to expose 
antisemitism and other forms of 
bigotry.

Congregation Emanuel is 
home to Holocaust survivors and 
to the families of Holocaust sur-
vivors. Congregants who were 
born in Düren, Germany, and 
fled the Nazis but not before 
losing family members and wit-
nessing unspeakable horrors, 
once remarked that Congrega-
tion Emanuel is a real duplicate 
of the synagogue in their home-
town of Düren, which the Nazis 
destroyed on Kristallnacht.

On this night, the govern-
ment-ordered “popular wrath” – 
destroy everything known to be 
Jewish. The official Nazi order 
from Reinhard Heydrich read, 
“Places of business and apart-
ments belonging to Jews may 
be destroyed. Non-Jewish busi-
nesses are [to be] completely 
protected against damage (and) 
the demonstrations are not to 
be prevented by the Police. As 
many Jews as can be accommo-
dated in existing prisons are to 
be arrested,” Heydrich added. 
“The concentration camps are 

to be contacted immediately 
for prompt accommodation of 
the Jews in the (concentration) 
camps.”

For many citizens of Düren, 
Christian and Jewish alike, it 
was indeed difficult to under-
stand what was happening. For 
more than 700 years, Jews had 
lived in this town; had played an 
important part in the economic, 
social, and cultural life; and 
just as their fellow citizens had  
identified themselves with their 
home town.

Across Germany and Austria, 
a total of 1,350 Jewish syna-
gogues were burnt to the ground 
or destroyed; 91 Jews were 
killed; 30,000 Jews were thrown 
into concentration camps; 7,000 
Jewish businesses were de-
stroyed. Torahs were burned. 
Jewish cemeteries were dese-
crated. Houses were ransacked, 
often by neighbors and acquain-
tances of the victims.

On the 82nd anniversary of 
Kristallnacht, we are reminded 

of the dangerous consequences 
of bigotry and how misinforma-
tion can ignite hatred.

“Stumbling Stones: Remem-
brance and Admonition.” De-
cember 2013. Retrieved from 
https://kulturbetrieb.dueren.de/
fileadmin/_migrated/content_
uploads/Rueckriem_Stelen_en-
glish.pdf

Congregation Emanuel Illuminated to
Commemorate Kristallnacht
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Safe Social Gatherings Help 
Keep Us Together
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Light Up the Night at Stonecrest
Join us for an unbelievable 

experience and help us light a 
giant menorah at Stonecrest. 
Bring your family and friends 
for an amazing Chanukah night, 
including games, activities, 
crafts, and refreshments. 

Please adhere to COVID-19 
protocol, wear masks and social 
distance. 
Thursday, December 10
5:30 p.m.
New location – Parking lot of 
Regal Movie Theater

This event is Free of Charge 
Visit www.JewishBallantyne.com 
for more details.

Waxhaw Menorah Lighting
Join us for our sixth annual 

Menorah Lighting in Waxhaw. 
Tuesday, December 15 
5:30 p.m. 
Downtown Waxhaw 
E North Main Street at the 
Overhead Bridge

This event is open to the 
community free of charge.

Please adhere to COVID-19 
protocol, wear masks, and so-
cial distance. 

For more info visit www.Jew-
ishBallantyne.com.

CGI Ballantyne Winter Camp 
After our seventh incredi-

ble and successful summer in 
the midst of uncertainty with 
COVID-19, CGI Ballantyne is 
back and offering an amazing 
Winter Camp experience for 
your children.  With activities, 
games, exciting Jewish themes, 
trips, crafts, and much more, 
your children will have a blast 
every single day. Our hand-

picked staff are experienced, 
energetic, and fun-loving camp 
counselors who love working 
with children. COVID-19 safe-
ty and protocols will be strictly 
observed. A special thank you to 
the Jewish Federation of Great-
er Charlotte for their support!
Monday through Friday, 
December 28 – January 1  
9 a.m.–3:30 p.m. Extended care 
available upon request 
For children ages 3-11  
Children will be split by age: 
Preschool, K - 3rd, 4th - 6th
Pricing per child: 
Register for one day or for the 
entire week.  

Early Bird Price: $55 per day 
or $225 for the week   
After December: 7 $65 per day 
or $275 for the week
Cost includes daily snacks and 
a hot kosher lunch

To register, or for more in-
formation contact Leah Levin 
Leah@JewishBallantyne.com – 
704-408-1116 or visit our web-
site www.CGIBallantyne.com. 

By Rabbi Yossi Groner
Congregation Ohr HaTorah

The lights of Chanukah will 
shine brightly in Charlotte this 
year, as they will illuminate the 
darkness of night with a grand 
Chanukah event on Sunday, De-
cember 13.

The central focus of this mul-
tifaceted event will be the light-
ing of a giant outdoor menorah 
at SouthPark Mall, the culmi-
nation of a Chanukah menorah 
car parade. The splendor of 
this event is that people will be 
able to partake in the festivities 
while they are in their cars, as 
they will be parked in a choreo-
graphed manner to allow every-
one to have a great view of the 
event.

Chabad of Charlotte has been 
kindling a giant menorah at 
SouthPark mall annually for 
close to 40 years. The lighting 
ceremony is usually held in the 
center court of the mall with  

large attendance. This year, 
due to the current circumstanc-
es, Chabad has come up with a 
creative way to allow people to 
celebrate the holiday within the 
safety of their cars. 

This community-wide Cha-
nukah extravaganza will be held 
on Sunday, December 13, and 

will begin at 3:30 p.m. with the 
menorah parade. The parade 
route will start in the parking 
lot of the new Epstein Family 
Chabad Center on Sardis Road, 
loop around Randolph Road and 
Providence Road, and  finish at 
SouthPark mall. 

Each vehicle participating 

in the parade will have a me-
norah mounted on the rooftop 
as it drives down Charlotte 
streets to spread the light and 
joy of Chanukah. The parade is 
also planned to pass by several 
senior and assisted living cen-
ters, which will allow residents 
to watch the Chanukah parade 
from their windows or the street. 

One of the highlights of the 
SouthPark event will be a live 
Chanukah interactive game 
show, live Chanukah music, 
and great entertainment. The 
celebration will include actors 
dressed in Chanukah costumes 
to engage the drive-in crowd. 
The volunteer actors will be 
handing out prepackaged deli-
cacies, including freshly baked 
jelly doughnuts, steaming gour-
met latkes, and chocolate Cha-
nukah gelt for the children.

Chanukah begins on the eve-
ning of December 10, with the 
first candle to be lit after sunset. 

This year, due to the pandem-
ic, large family gatherings and 
community assemblies cannot 
take place as usual. Yet, the joy 
and brightness of this festival of 
lights should not be diminished 
and will shine more brightly and 
with more brilliance in these 
challenging times.

Community members inter-
ested in joining the parade can 
rent a menorah from Chabad 
of Charlotte either by calling 
our office at 704-366-3984 or 
writing to rabbicohen@chabad-
nc.org.

Celebrating Chanukah
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Did you know that you actually have two birthdays? 
Because we observe the Jewish calendar in addition to 
the secular calendar, your Jewish birthday sometimes 
occurs on a different day. Why celebrate once when 
you can celebrate twice? 

Chabad of Charlotte is inviting all Jewish kids and 
youth to sign up for the new Jewish Youth Birthday 
Club to receive this adorable, free birthday box right 
around your Jewish birthday, complete with a delicious 
treat, Jewish birthday Certificate, D.I.Y. cupcake, and 
more! 

Learn more and sign up at ChabadNC.org/Birthday-
Club. 

By Renee Ghert-Zand (JTA)
When the COVID-19 pan-

demic began, 15-year-old Sa-
mantha Renzulli immediately 
thought about how it would af-
fect her elderly friends at Jew-
ish Senior Services, a long-term 
care facility in Bridgeport, Con-
necticut. Renzulli had met some 
of the residents through Better 
Together, a school-based Jewish 
intergenerational program, and 
she worried about their isola-
tion.

“I was aware of the loneliness 
the residents must have been ex-
periencing, as they were unable 
to have visitors or leave their 
rooms,” Renzulli said. “As I 
thought back to all the fun times 
I shared with the residents, it 
saddened me to think of their 
lack of companionship during 
this time.”

So she and her fellow stu-
dents at the Merkaz Community 
High School for Judaic Stud-
ies resolved to find new ways 
to maintain connections to the 
seniors. Since mid-April, stu-
dents’ families have paraded in 
long caravans of decorated cars 
around the residence every Fri-
day as residents and staff look 
on from balconies. They’ve also 
delivered more than 130 bou-
quets of donated flowers for res-
idents and a trove of books, toys, 
and toiletries for staff members 
and their families. On Mother’s 
Day, Renzulli and her young 
friends shared with the seniors 
a “musical mitzvah mashup” 
video they created especially for 
them.

In normal times, Better To-
gether, a project launched in 
2014, pairs together young Jews 
and older Jews for meaningful 
in-person interactions. Mid-
dle and high school students 
from Jewish day schools, He-
brew schools, and Jewish youth 
groups meet with the residents 
of senior centers or groups of 
seniors from local synagogues.

Faced with the pandemic, 
students have found innovative 
ways to continue connecting 
with their elder “buddies” de-
spite social distancing protocols. 
Rather than reducing operations 
because in-person encounters 
are not possible, Better Togeth-
er ended up expanding its scope 
of activities to meet surging in-
terest, introducing a modified 
version of its program that can 
be replicated in communities 
across the country.

Called Better Together in a 
Box, it’s a free, downloadable 
curriculum designed for the up-
coming summer of social dis-
tancing when camp, internships, 
and many other Jewish summer 
activities will be canceled. Jew-
ish organizations that commit 

to implementing the program 
are eligible for a grant to cover 
staffing and materials.

Better Together in a Box in-
cludes materials for teen learn-
ing sessions on Jewish values 
such as leadership, responsi-
bility, empathy, wisdom, and 
wellness. It suggests virtual 
intergenerational activities, in-
cluding cooking, fitness, and 
art, with detailed plans on how 
to implement them — synchro-
nously or not — based on the 
technological ability and the 
teens’ and seniors’ hardware. 
Activities include letter writing, 
Mad Libs, teens creating short 
videos to engage with the se-
niors, and discussions on health 
and community.

“What we mean by ‘in-a-box’ 
is that it is a ready-to-use curric-
ulum and that it is designed for 
doing things virtually, or at least 
not in person,” said Bess Adler, 
Better Together’s program di-
rector.

The program’s pandemic-era 
pivot is a sign of how some Jew-
ish initiatives are adapting and 
innovating to meet the needs of 
the times. Organizers are hop-
ing camps, youth groups, con-
gregational schools, and Jew-
ish day schools will utilize the 
curriculum for youths ranging 
in age from middle school to 
high school. An optional writing 
contest offers students prizes 
and the possibility of getting an 
article published based on their 
summer experiences.

Yolande Dauber, 101, is ea-
ger to continue participating in 
Better Together this summer. 
A resident of The Medallion, 
an assisted living residence in 
Houston, she has enjoyed her 
conversations with her young 
buddy from the Robert M. 
Beren Academy, a modern Or-
thodox day school in Houston. 
“It’s nice to mingle with young 
people,” said Dauber, who once 
worked as a middle school guid-
ance counselor in her hometown 
of Brooklyn. “They have inter-
esting ideas, and I enjoy hearing 
about their plans for the future.”

Dauber misses hugging and 
kissing the students as they ar-
rive at The Medallion but under-
stands that she can’t meet them 
in person for the foreseeable fu-
ture. Adept at using her comput-
er and Kindle, she is confident 
she’ll be able to participate in 
online activities organized by 
Beren Academy students this 
summer.

Since the beginning of the 
pandemic, students from the 
school have been calling their 
senior buddies to wish them 
Shabbat Shalom and created 
videos for them. “Some of the 
residents even made selfie vid-

eos and sent them 
back to us in re-
turn,” said 17-year-
old Natanya Ruben, 
who will partici-
pate in Better in a 
Box this summer 
following canceled 
plans for a family 
trip to South Africa.

Not all seniors 
are able to use tech-
nology. Rabbi Ari 
Kellerman, the Ju-
daic studies princi-
pal at Beren Academy’s middle 
and high schools, has been trying 
to come up with other activities. 
A consultant to Better Together 
in a Box, he devised the idea of 
a Buddy Box, where teens can 
send their elderly partners fun 
items such as craft project ma-
terials along with video cards 
with filmed clips of themselves 
offering greetings and project 
instructions.

Until now, students have pro-
duced elaborate works based 
on their yearlong interactions 
with their senior buddies, such 
as photography exhibitions, 
documentary films, large quilts, 
and travel scrapbooks reflecting 
global destinations that have 
played important roles in the se-
niors’ lives.

Now, the focus is a bit dif-
ferent. “COVID poses such a 
big challenge,” Kellerman said. 
“We need to shift from thinking 

so much about fun activities 
to making sure our seniors are 
okay.”

Devra Aarons, director of 
the Contra Costa Midrasha, a 
community-based weekly Jew-
ish educational program for 8th 
through 12th graders in Walnut 
Creek, California, said the em-
phasis now must be on main-
taining relationships and culti-
vating empathy. Her students 
are partnered with residents of 
The Reutlinger, in nearby Dan-
ville.

“I find that the teens are very 
good with coming up with ideas 
for using videos and other tech,” 
Aarons said. “Maybe we’ll just 
focus on teaching the seniors 
how to use the technology at 
first. That could be a good way 
to stay connected.”

In Connecticut, Renzulli has 
taken the lead in designing in-
tergenerational activities. With 

her planned five-week 
summer language-immer-
sion program in Spain 
canceled, she said one of 
her main priorities this 
summer will be focusing 
on “bringing love and joy” 
to residents of Jewish Se-
nior Services and “show-
ing them and the nurses 
at their aid that our com-
munity is here to support 
them.”

Renzulli’s mother, Laurie 
Renzulli, said the project 

has helped boost her daughter’s 
spirits during this challenging 
time. “The weekly meetings 
for planning and execution of 
the activities have helped tre-
mendously during this time of 
home education and limited 
social interactions,” she said. 
“Each week there have been 
deliverables to accomplish, and 
when each weekly mitzvah hits 
a milestone or completion, Sa-
mantha feels she has made a 
positive difference in our com-
munity and the world.”

This story was sponsored by 
and produced in collaboration 
with a foundation that wishes to 
remain anonymous, and is part 
of a series titled “On the Bright 
Side: Stories of innovation and 
resilience from Jewish non-prof-
its.” This article was produced 
by JTA’s native content team.

Amid Pandemic, These Young Jews and 
Their Elderly Friends are Finding New Ways 
to Connect

Better Together in a Box, which is modeled af-
ter the four-year Better Together program, is de-
signed to encourage meaningful interaction be-
tween young and old. UMatter middle and high 
school teens in partnership with CTeen will be 
participating in the program in partnership with 
the Jewish Family Services Seniors Division as 
well as the Carriage Club residents. 

Programs will pair teens and seniors for one-
on-one virtual meetings as well as virtual inter-
generational learning and activities related to 
Jewish Health and Wellness, Jewish Food and 
Culture as well as creation of digital video cards!

UMatter is grateful for being chosen to par-
ticipate in the Better Together in a Box program 
and looks forward to sharing with our commu-
nity how this program positively influences our 
community’s teenagers. 

To learn more, visit ChabadNC.org/BetterTo-
gether. 

UMatter is an initiative developed by Friend-
ship Circle, an organization that provides sup-
port to those who experience social isolation, 

with a focus on individuals with special needs. 
UMatter helps teenagers take a step back from 
daily stresses and refocus on life’s positivity. 
Our goal is to build a support network and elimi-
nate the stigma surrounding mental health in our 
community. We believe that everyone is created 
with a G-dly purpose and they have something to 
contribute to the world. It’s up to each of us to 
know, and show, that YOU Matter!

UMatter is a project of the Friendship Circle 
and a beneficiary of the Jewish Federation’s Im-
pact and Innovation Fund. 

UMatter Selected to 
Participate in Better 
Together in a Box
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Why Celebrate One
Birthday When You Have 
Two?

A peek inside the 
Jewish Birthday Box
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By Bonnie Bonomo
Experts often tout the benefits 

of social contact, green spaces, 
exercise and sunlight, stating 
that they all boost emotional 
health and mental well-being. 
During the summer and fall 
months, despite being subjected 
to social distancing restrictions, 
we enjoyed the privilege of out-
door visits with friends and fam-
ily. Those moments provided us 
with the ability to interact, bond 
and engage in ways that we’re 
not likely going to be able to do 
as we enter the winter months 
when we will be more confined 
to the indoors.  

While Charlotte is not known 
for extreme cold, crisp winds or 
icy sidewalks in the winter like 
some of our northern neighbors, 

winter can bring a sense of de-
pression and social isolation. 
This year those feelings may 
be compounded by addition-
al pandemic stress. According 
to recent data from the Census 
Bureau, nearly a third of Amer-
icans are reporting symptoms 
of depression and anxiety — or 
both. 

When widespread lockdowns 
began across the United States 
in response to COVID-19, 
many hoped life would get back 
to normal in a few weeks. Now, 
months later, still in the midst of 
a pandemic with talks of a re-
surgence of the virus, people are 
struggling to maintain a balance 
and their mental health. The 
prolonged nature of this crisis is 
said to be contributing to chron-
ic stress and what’s now being 
called “pandemic fatigue:”

Rachel Green, JFS director 
of Clinical Programs and Ser-
vices, shares her views on what 
people are experiencing and 
possibly what’s to come. “As 
the COVID-19 Pandemic con-
tinues, it would not be unusual 
for us to witness a decline in a 
person’s overall mental health. 
The stress of distance learning 
on children and teens, the heavi-
ness of working from home 
while your toddler is redeco-

rating your living room with a 
Sharpie,  juggling so much more 
than we are accustomed to and 
the increased isolation from 
family and friends has caused 
many people to experience 
symptoms of depression and 
anxiety.” 

At JFS, we realize that life 
throws us curve balls. Things 
we never anticipated happening 
can and are happening.  Stress, 
anxiety, depression, life transi-
tions, financial changes, rela-
tionship issues and parenting 
challenges are all bubbling up 
to the surface.

Green added, “Anxiety caus-
es us to feel irritable, worried 
or on edge, often times push-
ing us to reach frustration a lot 
quicker than before.” While we 
can’t change the external stress-
ors causing these experiences, 
Green suggests we can learn 
new ways of coping by seeking 
support from a support group or 
one-on-one therapy. 

Since the pandemic started, 
just like so many other busi-
nesses, JFS had to reimagine 
and reengineer its services to 
meet the needs of the commu-
nity. Never did we dream that 
seeing our clients via telehealth 
therapy would be here to stay as 
a long-term addition to our line-

up of offerings, and yet it is. But 
those who are engaging with 
JFS in this way are reaping the 
benefits and are better equipped 
to manage their stressors while 
keeping depression and anxiety 
at bay. “I cannot speak highly 
enough of the JFS services, es-
pecially the counseling,” said 
one client. “My therapist has 
helped me see the light even in 
the darkest times.  She continu-
ously gives me tools to help me 
harness and grow that light on 
my own. I will forever be grate-
ful for her!” 

For over 40 years, when com-
munity members need help, JFS 
is the place they turn to. That 
has not changed. Our counsel-
ors are licensed and trained, car-
ing and compassionate, selected 
for their dedication, education 
and commitment to excellence. 
They use a variety of therapeu-
tic orientations in their work 
and have a client-centered, solu-
tions-based approach to coun-
seling. In addition to achieving 
treatment outcomes that help 
with depression, anxiety, grief, 
and other mental health issues, 
JFS has licensed therapists with 
credentials and advanced back-
grounds working with children, 
youth, families, couples and a 
growing aging population fac-

ing increased mental health 
challenges.  

Don’t let this winter bring 
you down. Don’t let the pan-
demic disrupt your mental 
health. If you are struggling or 
know someone who is, call 704-
364-6594 today. JFS can help.

By Peter Levinson
As Wendy Gordon Pake lis-

tened to Rabbi Rachel Smook-
ler deliver her message to The 
Ruach Community during The 
High Holy Days Experience: 
Kol Nidre, she heard Rabbi 
Smookler’s call to action — to 
work to address our area’s food 
insecurity. For Wendy, the nat-
ural next step was to develop a 
partnership between The Ruach 
and Carolina FOODiversity, the 
organization she founded.

Rabbi Smookler developed 
the framework and plan for The 
Ruach Community’s new “Gr-
ab-&-Go Lunch Packing Pro-
gram” and found a way to unite 
the mission of her project with 
that of Carolina FOODiversity, 
an organization whose vision 
is for people to have access to 
foods that are safe for them and 
to have access to the education 
and health care required for pos-
itive outcomes. In addition to 
the food, each bag will contain 
educational inserts and informa-
tion about Food Equality Initia-
tive’s (FEI) subscription-style, 
direct-to-client marketplace.

Each month, The Ruach Com-
munity will donate over 100 
lunch bags of non-perishable 
food to Roof Above (formerly 
the Men’s Shelter of Charlotte). 
Volunteers will assemble a por-
tion of the bags in their homes 
and follow-up with a curbside 
drop-off to Rabbi Smookler. 
Rabbi Smookler, together with 
The Ruach volunteers, will de-
liver the bags to Roof Above. 
Carolina FOODiversity will 
provide additional bags that are 
designated with labels indicat-
ing allergen-friendly foods.

The idea of Carolina FOO-
Diversity was sparked when 

Wendy attended a webinar, “For 
the Health: A Conversation on 
Race and Food Allergy,” host-
ed by Kansas City, Missou-
ri’s FEI. It was here that Emi-
ly Brown, FEI’s Founder and 
CEO, described a pivotal point 
in her life. In 2013, Emily was 
forced to leave her job because 
no childcare services were will-
ing to accommodate her young 
daughter with allergies to pea-
nut, tree nuts, dairy, egg, soy, 
and wheat. Loss of income, 
coupled with the costs of aller-
gy-free foods required to nour-
ish her daughter, eventually led 
Emily and her husband to ask 
for help. Emily recalled visiting 
a local food pantry to obtain safe 
food for her daughter and find-
ing only two choices: a jar of 
salsa and a potato.

Wendy, inspired by her own 
family’s experience with food 
allergies, established Carolina 
FOODiversity. Since late-Ju-
ly, Carolina FOODiversity has 
worked with food pantries, 
homeless shelters, soup kitch-
ens, allergy support groups, 
healthcare providers, and Boys 
and Girls Clubs. Wendy has dis-

covered that many 2020 emer-
gency food providers are well-
versed in special diets. Among 
the challenges they face are sort-
ing and labeling of foods, stor-
age space, and inventory man-
agement. Many times the food 
that pantries receive from do-
nations and standardized ship-
ments from distributers comes 
in an unpredictable stream. 

On the flip side, the demand 
that these pantries witness is 
difficult to meet with a gener-
ic supply; individual clients’ 
needs vary, and demand is 
growing weekly in the wake of 
the COVID pandemic. Wendy’s 
goal is to work with agencies to 
extend their offerings while also 
easing their inventory concerns.

Carolina FOODiversity be-
lieves that collaboration yields 
high-impact results. Building re-
lationships with the “best of the 
best” in research, advocacy, and 
support organizations will lead 
to teamwork that will end hun-
ger for all. Since that initial we-
binar, Wendy meets bi-weekly 
with Emily Brown and her FEI 
team to strategize ways to help 
families in the Carolinas who 
are at the formidable intersec-
tion of food insecurity and food 
allergy. Everyone, especially 
those with diseases that include 
food as part of the treatment, de-
serve foods that are safe. 

Much has been said about 
“food as medicine.” For people 
without access to affordable and 
nutritious food, this directive 
alone is an insurmountable chal-
lenge. Add the burden of dietary 
restrictions, and many times, 
food is literally unavailable.

An estimated six million chil-
dren in the United States have 
food allergies (40% of them 

with more than one allergy). Ac-
cording to The Washington Post, 
recent studies indicate that food 
allergies are present at a higher 
incidence in poor children and 
in some groups of minority chil-
dren. Furthermore, these chil-
dren’s families’ struggles are 
greater in terms of access to safe 
food, medical care, and lifesav-
ing medicine like epinephrine.   
Poor and minority children with 
food allergies are overlooked 
and in danger. (https://www.
washingtonpost.com/)

For more information about 
The Ruach Community’s Grab-
&-Go Lunch program, contact 

Rabbi Rachel Smookler at ra-
chel@smookler.com and for 
more information about Caroli-
na FOODiversity, email info@
carolinafoodiversity.org or visit 
Carolina FOODiversity’s Face-
book Page.

The Ruach Community Takes Action with 
FOODiversity

By Howard Olshansky
As we enter the new year it is 

typical to think about our goals 
for year about to be. Many of us 
will make New Year’s resolu-
tions. These are generally goals 
in areas of our lives that we are 
not completely satisfied with. 
The most popular resolutions 
are:

• To lose weight/eat healthier
• Save money/spend less/

stick to a budget
• Exercise
• Begin a hobby/interest 

activity
• Increase family time
The belief that we “should” 

achieve these goals is one of 
the challenges we face to reach 
them. Believing we should do 
something is very different from 
being motivated to want to do 
something. If we aren’t truly 
motivated, we will likely give 

up before we’ve made much 
progress. According to an arti-
cle in INC magazine research-
ers indicate that 60 percent of 
us make New Year’s resolutions 
but only 8% are successful in 
achieving them. 

This year as you are consid-
ering your New Year’s resolu-
tions, consider choosing a goal 
that improves your emotional 
health. Many of us pay attention 
to our physical health but never 
think about the importance of 
our mental well-being. Taking 
care of your emotional health 
and well-being can actually im-
pact all those other resolutions 
you make. For instance, the 
state of your emotional health 
can have a direct impact your 
physical health including lower-
ing blood pressure, reducing the 
risk of heart disease, and main-
taining a healthier weight. Fo-

cusing on your emotional health 
influences your attitude, wheth-
er you generally have positive 
or negative thoughts, how you 
manage stress, and how you be-
have and relate to others. An in-
crease in positive thinking often 
results in increased motivation 
to accomplish some of those 
goals you want to achieve.

You might be asking how to 
improve your emotional health. 
A recent article from familydoc-
tor.org identified these tips:

Be aware of your emotions 
and reactions. Notice what in 
your life makes you sad, frus-
trated, or angry. Try to address 
or change those things.

Express your feelings in ap-
propriate ways. Let people close 
to you know when something is 
bothering you. Keeping feelings 
of sadness or anger inside adds 
to stress. It can cause problems 

in your relationships and at 
work or school.

Think before you act. Give 
yourself time to think and be 
calm before you say or do some-
thing you might regret.

Manage stress. Learn re-
laxation methods to cope with 
stress. These could include deep 
breathing, meditation, and exer-
cise.

Strive for balance. Find a 
healthy balance between work 
and play and between activity 
and rest. Make time for things 
you enjoy. Focus on positive 
things in your life.

Connect with others. Even if 
it’s virtually, make a lunch date 
or join a group. If you are in a 
store, just say hello to strangers 
or ask your cashier how their 
day is going. We need positive 
connections with other people. 

Find purpose and meaning. 

Figure out what’s important to 
you in life and focus on that. 
This could be your work, your 
family, volunteering, caregiv-
ing, or something else. Spend 
your time doing what feels 
meaningful to you.

Stay positive. Focus on the 
good things in your life. Forgive 
yourself for making mistakes 
and forgive others. Spend time 
with healthy, positive people.

Happy Birthday to Marvin Barman
 David and Beth Thrope
In appreciation of Tess Berger
 Meghan Swedberg
In Honor of Sandra & Leon Levine
 Helene Levine
In Honor of Megan Pinkley’s Bat Mitzvah
 Edward and Ana Jacobson
In Honor of Alex Stiefel
 Marc and Mattye Silverman 
In Honor of Lorin Steifel 
 Marc and Mattye Silverman
In Honor of Jan Weiner
 Drew and Rebecca Green
In Memory of Edward Karp
 Paul and Lynn Edelstein
In Memory of Gwen Kestin
 William and Lynda Gross

Volunteers: Rick Abrams, Marcia Arnholt,  
Mike Arnholt, Mariah Bernanke, Ana Bonnheim, 
James Bryan, Dan Coblenz, Jonathan Collman, 
Andrea Cronson, Sheryl Effren, Steve Engle-
hardt, Terri Fishman, Maggie Fogel, Rob Fried-
man, Meredith Gartner, Marty Goldfarb, Neil 
Golub, Jennifer Golynsky, Gail Halverson, Bob 
Jacobson, Marcia Lampert, Alison Lerner, Eric 
Lerner, Linda Leviel,, Adam Levy, Kim Levy, 
Matt Luftglass, Bobbie Mabe, Frada Mozenter, 
Barbara Rein, Harry Rubenstein, Lynne Shef-
fer, Fred and Lisa Shporer, Janice Shubin, Louis 
Sinkoe, Mason Sklut, Lorin Stiefel, Ken Stern, 
Steve Teich, Gail Vogel, Jan Weiner

Food Pantry Donations: To the generous mem-
bers of our community for continuously donat-
ing much-needed items for the JFS food pantry 
during our Wednesday drop off days. 

Circle of Generous Hearts: Phyllis Berlin, Cathy 
Bogus, Sharon Cavanaugh, Gladys Cherny,  Sari 
Hochberg, Johnson and Wales, Judy Kaufman, 
Penny Krieger, Andy McCleary, Harriet Meetz, 
Helene Rivlin, Ivy Saul, Roz Snyder, Marcia Stern, 
Joyce Stoll, Elyssa Vining, Robin Zimmerman

Special Thanks: to all the members of the 
Temple Beth El SPICE group for the incredible 
food drive and thinking of the JFS clients who 
benefit from your efforts. Such an abundance of 
food donations, they nearly filled our entire con-
ference room! Kudos for such a successful event.  
We are deeply moved by your generous spirit, the 
food that was collected, and your financial con-
tributions. 

Is Your Mental Health Ready for the Winter 
Ahead

New Year Resolutions Aren’t About What You 
“Should Do”

~ JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES ~

JFS Monthly Volunteers 
and Donors Month of 
October 2020

Donations to JFS in 
October 2020 

Why Hire a 
Salesman When
You Can Hire a
Sales Mensch?

ww Free Market Analysis  ww Free MEGA Open House
ww Fire Me Guarantee

ANDY GRIESINGER 4432998946

Dream Home Today. Dream Home Today. 
Your Home Tomorrow.Your Home Tomorrow.

andy@andyre.comwww.SalesMensch.com         

https://www.washingtonpost.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/
mailto:rachel@smookler.com
mailto:rachel@smookler.com
mailto:info@carolinafoodiversity.org
mailto:info@carolinafoodiversity.org
http://familydoctor.org
http://familydoctor.org


By Mariashi Groner
Attending a Jewish day school 

can be good for your health. 
A study from Harvard’s T.H. 

Chan School of Public Health, 
first reported in Forbes, finds 
that kids and teens who are 
raised with religious or spiritu-
al practices tend to have better 
physical and mental health as 
they age. Interestingly, the find-
ings showed that how much a 
person prayed or meditated on 
their own time was at least as 
important as how often they at-
tended religious services. Those 
who prayed or meditated every 
day had more life satisfaction, 
were better able to process emo-
tions, and were more forgiving 
compared with those who never 
prayed/meditated.  

At Charlotte Jewish Day 
School (CJDS), we don’t have 
to look too far for religious and 
spiritual opportunities to pro-
vide our children. Judaism and 
spirituality are infused in each 
student’s day — in the class-
rooms, the hallways, and even 
the cafeteria. They learn that 
being Jewish is who they are. 
They experience it practically 

and mindfully and are proud of 
it!

The results of the study come 
as no surprise to me. I have seen 
the effect of teaching Judaism 
to our students. I have seen stu-
dents turn to their prayer book 
and prayers in times of discom-
fort and heartache. I have seen 
moments of delight when they 
recognize the chain of which 
they are a part. And I have ex-
perienced the most beautiful 
expressions of joy when they 

appreciate the incredible gift of 
Judaism. 

As parents seek the most 
suitable placement for their 
rising kindergarten children, 
we at CJDS continue to edu-
cate the community regarding 
the treasure we offer the Jew-
ish children and families in our 
community. We recognize how 
important this decision is and 
how many factors play into the 
ultimate outcome. It is also an 

By Lauren Althofer
The Charlotte Jewish Pre-

school (CJP) has been home 
to my family for the past eight 
years. In that time, the incredi-
ble teachers and staff at the CJP 
have helped our family through 
many challenges. They helped 
us through potty training. They 
identified when one of my chil-

dren needed occupational ther-
apy. They helped my children 
overcome their fears and cov-
ered their ears when terrified of 
fire alarms. They have wiped 
countless tears. Most impor-
tantly, the CJP has solidified 
to my children the importance 
of Judaism and our wonderful 
community at Shalom Park. My 
children are proud to be Jewish 
and proud to be a part of this 
community, and I have no doubt 
that this came from their time at 
the CJP.

When I think back to some 
of my favorite memories of my 
children’s time at the CJP, I can 
identify two underlying themes 
— the unconditional love the 
teachers and staff give to all the 
children and the unbelievable 
creativity  used to weave Juda-
ism into every single lesson and 
activity while making it fun. 
At Hanukkah, they go into the 
Temples to find a big mess, and 
they get to clean up the Tem-
ples, just like the Maccabees. 
Then when they play superhe-

roes at the playground, Judah 
Maccabee is as much a super-
hero as Superman and Batman. 
The 4s students are thrilled to 
go on their trip to Israel each 
spring, and it is nothing short 
of magical. They even get to 
go on an airplane ride com-
plete with a stamp from a TSA 

agent in their passports. After 
their flight to Israel, they get to 
milk a cow in a kibbutz, relax 
at the Dead Sea, ride a camel, 
and even buy beautiful artwork 
made by classmates in the shuk. 
Each year at Simchat Torah, all 
the CJP parents look forward 
to their favorite picture of their 
child reading the Torah with a 
yad, wearing a kippah and tal-
lis. I imagine those photos are 
part of almost every single Bar 
or Bat Mitzvah photo montage 
shown on Shalom Park.

And then in 2020, just like 
every institution, the CJP faced 
many challenges. As a CJP 
Board member and parent, I 
could not be prouder to be a 
part of this organization. From 
every single thoughtful commu-
nication to the strict adherence 
to public health guidelines, CJP 
has handled these challenges 
with grace. While maintaining 
a three-year-old’s interest on 
Zoom seems nothing short of 
impossible, somehow the in-
credible teachers and staff at 

CJP managed to do just that, 
and they have continued to do 
so in their virtual program this 
fall. Last year, my son’s 2s 
teachers sent each child a Flat 
Stanley version of themselves 
so the kids could still have fun 
adventures with their teachers 
and take silly photos with them. 

The 2020-2021 school year has been like no other; at the same 
time, it has been just as wonderful as every other year we have 
spent at CJP. While there are temperature checks and protocol 
questions at check-in, and parents can no longer walk their child 
into their classroom, the magic is still very much there. Children 
continue to learn and grow through play and art. With his class-
mates, my three-year-old has gone on a rocket ship adventure to 
spaceHe has harvested fruits and vegetables in the garden, gone 
on countless nature hikes, and so much more. 

The CJP has provided safe, reliable childcare and a sense of 
normalcy for parents and their children when that is what is most 
needed right now. Even in these unprecedented times, the CJP is 
managing to mold and create passionate little people who will 
continue to love Judaism and our Charlotte Jewish community 
long after they graduate from preschool. 
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Love and Creativity At the Heart of CJP
Jewish Day School is Good 
for Your Health

CJP continued~ SCHOOLS ~

Ben Mathless collaborating on a project

Levi and Morah Becca reading from 
the Torah for Simchat Torah.

Hank using sensory exploration in a 
Yom Kippur experience.

The Althofer Family: Lauren, Eric, 
Zac, Levi, and Hank.

Zac is ready for his “Trip to Israel.”(Continued on page 27)

(Continued from page 26)

(Continued on page 29)
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By Daniel Pearlman
At BBYO’s International 

Convention in Dallas, Texas, 
this past February, I was elect-
ed to the International Board as 
the 32nd Grand Aleph Shali-
ach (vice president of Jewish 

Enrichment and Community 
Service). I am now working 
to engage high school students 
and BBYO members in Judaic 
and service experiences in their 
local communities and across 
the globe.

This past week, BBYO’s In-
ternational Board was able to 
gather for our Movement’s first 
overnight experience since the 
start of the pandemic in March. 
At the Pearlstone Conference 
& Retreat Center, the 12 mem-
bers of our board (one engaging 
virtually) were lucky enough to 
spend two weeks working to-
gether to better our Movement 
and connect with teen leaders 
in almost all of the 55 countries 
we currently span. 

At the retreat, we made it 
our priority to uphold corona-
virus precautions. In addition to 
quarantining for two weeks pri-
or to the event, we wore masks 
and tested negative throughout 
our time together in hopes that 
our efforts will be able to set a 

precedent for in-person BBYO 
events to come in the near fu-
ture.

While adhering to safety reg-
ulations and simultaneously par-
ticipating in school virtually, we 
were able to register hundreds 
of teens for BBYO’s summer 
experiences, raise more than 
$4,500 for BBYO’s Internation-
al Service Fund, engage hun-
dreds of individuals in pledg-
ing to vote for our Voice Your 
Vote initiative, and engage and 
build relationships with Israel’s 
Maccabi Tzair ambassadors, 
Active Jewish Teens Parliament 
members in the Former Sovi-
et Union, Argentina’s boards, 
United Kingdom & Ireland’s 
board, and the Eastern Europe-
an Council.

I am forever grateful for the 
experiences  I have been given 
by my fellow Alephs and B’nai 
Brith girls, and for the hard-
working staff members and my 
family who continue to support 
me in my endeavors. I hope 
that people are able to see the 
influence of my work, and I am 
honored to be able to engage 
with so many inspirational peo-
ple from around the world ev-
ery day. 

Local Jewish Teens Lead BBYO on a Global 
LevelTell us a little about yourself: 

your education, your experience 
in early childhood education, 
and which class you are cur-
rently teaching.

My name is Jessica Lauden-
bach. I am a mother of three 
children, Addison-13, Miles-11, 
and Olivia-7! I love to read and 
am a big movie fan. (I also love 
Target!) I went to UC Irvine, 
where I attained my bachelor’s 
degree in psychology and so-
cial behavior, followed by one 
year of graduate school in film, 
television, and radio. When I 
realized my real passion was 
for teaching, I left my graduate 
program to teach in a classroom 
and attended UCLA at night to 
obtain my certification in early 

childhood education. I current-
ly teach one of the 4-year-old 
classes at JPS.

As a new teacher at JPS who 
has worked in different early 
childhood centers, what do you 
most enjoy about JPS?

First and foremost, I love the 
staff. It is like a big extended 
family. We take care of each 
other, and I enjoy coming to 
work each and every day. It is 
truly a blessing. I have worked 
in many different places and 
have never felt so at home.

Tell us about a unit you have 
done with your students.

This year has been moving at 
such a rapid pace, and we have 
already covered so many top-
ics. One I loved in particular, 

though, was the farm. We 
focused on agriculture one 
week and on farm animals 
the next. Not only did we 
have many farm materials 
in the classroom for the 
children to explore, but 
also we worked on sci-
ence experiments, popped 
popcorn, painted with 
corn, built wagons from 

popsicle sticks, and 
read many amazing 
books. It was such 
a fun unit, and the 
children really en-
joyed all the activ-
ities we did togeth-
er!

What is the most 
challenging way in 
which COVID-19 
has affected your 
teaching?

I think the big-
gest challenge has 
been trying to keep the chil-
dren at a distance from each 
other during the day. Children 
have very little sense of spatial 
awareness when it comes to 
playing with each other, so that 
has certainly been difficult.

What is your favorite thing 
about teaching in a Jewish pre-
school?

I would say the traditions. 
I love being a part of teaching 
children traditions that they will 
practice for many, many years 
to come.

What are your goals for your 
4-year-olds this year?

Kindergarten readiness is an 
important goal of mine. Provid-
ing them with a school environ-
ment they love to come to every 
day is a major priority! I work 
hard to ensure that each day is 
filled with fun and learning and 
plan many activities that are 
geared toward preparing the stu-
dents for kindergarten.

Spotlight on Ms. Jessica: A New Teacher at JPS 
Shares Her Thoughts

exciting time as families embark on this new and 
amazing journey. At CJDS, this is a special time 
for us, too, as we welcome new families to our 
school. We hope that the information we share 
will assist families as they explore their options 
and consider the many benefits and strengths of a 
CJDS education.

At CJDS we are very proud of our curriculum. 
The rigor and challenge that it offers the students 
at all levels is what engages our students and nur-
tures their desire to come to school each day with 
enthusiasm. Parents value the fact that CJDS uses 
a gifted curriculum as the standard curriculum 
and that teachers utilize differentiated learning in 
the classroom, allowing students who are ready 
to learn at an accelerated pace to do so while 
others receive the right support, ensuring that 
all students reach their maximum potential. Year 
after year, CJDS students’ ERB test scores sur-
pass those of students from other private schools 
across the nation. An emphasis on character de-
velopment, being a contributing, caring member 
of society, and the beauty of living a Jewish life 
complement the school’s academic rigor. 

The CJDS philosophy promotes principles of 
21st-century learning. Our smaller environment 
fosters a culture of awareness in which each stu-
dent is appreciated. Our teachers endeavor to 
develop self-directed learners who rely on their 
critical thinking skills both in the classroom and 
in life. These skills are vitally important to the 
children’s growth and development. 

Two years ago, CJDS earned a World-Class 
Net Promoter Score (NPS) of 91, indicating an ex-
tremely high level of parent satisfaction touching 
all points of the educational experience, including 
school leadership and faculty, environment, com-
munication, programming, and academic rigor. 

A Net Promoter Score is a tool that measures 
customer satisfaction and is used by organiza-
tions across all industries, including many pri-
vate schools, to gauge customer satisfaction. It is 
derived from the answers to a singular question: 

“On a scale of zero-10, with zero being ‘not at all 
likely’ and 10 being ‘extremely likely,’ how likely 
are you to recommend the school to a friend or 
family member for his or her child(ren)?” Inde-
pendent School Management, a premiere man-
agement-support firm for private schools in the 
United States, believes that a Net Promoter Score 
is a critical metric to be monitored by schools. 
The standard benchmarks for the Net Promoter 
Score are 0-50 (Good), 50-70 (Excellent), and 
70-100 (World Class). Our NPS of 91, a rarely 
achieved score, implies parents would recom-
mend the school to friends and family without 
reservation and that they are confident in the edu-
cational experience and its delivery. 

Last year, we once again received the same 
score, even after the upheaval of the pandemic 
and emergency remote learning. The message 
was extremely strong. Our parents were satisfied 
and happy and wanted us to continue providing 
education, an extended family, and guideposts for 
their children.

CJDS parents feel such a high level of satisfac-
tion because they believe that the school delivers 
on its mission statement: CJDS sets the standard 
for elementary education built on Jewish beliefs. 
This can only happen when the faculty and staff 
are committed and devoted to the school and their 
students, and we are forever grateful. We are 
humbled by the trust and appreciation our par-
ents are expressing, and we continue to seek new 
opportunities to enhance and enrich what we are 
already doing.

CJDS continued

~ YOUTH VISIONS ~

Meet Sara Cohen. Like many 
others, her Bat Mitzvah plans 
had to be changed due to the 
pandemic, and so did the proj-
ect she had lined up. Not sure 
what to do, she reached out to 
ZABS Place to see if she could 
at least donate some of her 
drawings to sell and support 
employment for local young 
adults with special talents. Like 
nearly everything these days, a 
Zoom meeting was scheduled 
to brainstorm ideas. While chat-
ting with Rochel Groner about 
her interests, it was decided that 
much better than donating fin-
ished artwork, Sara could share 
her talents and passion in a 
more active way by leading live 
Zoom lessons for Friendship 
Circle friends to join and follow 
along. 

For the past several weeks, 
Sara has led weekly online draw-
ing, painting, and cooking les-
sons, guiding our friends step-
by-step and offering ideas and 
suggestions to customize each 
creation and “make it their own.” 
Rather than lament the change in 
plans, Sara has embraced these 
changes, even teaching how to 
draw a “Supersanitzer” superhe-
ro! What started out as a more be-
hind-the-scenes mitzvah project 
turned into a true highlight for 
many Friendship Circle friends, 
offering a guided opportunity 

for creative expression while 
focusing on the most important 
aspect — having fun!

Friendship Circle is a benefi-
ciary agency of the Jewish Fed-
eration of Greater Charlotte. To 
learn more, visit FriendshipCir-
cleNC.org.

A Bat Mitzvah 
Project Dedicated 
to Friendship Circle

Sara gives drawing lessons to dif-
ferently-abled friends from all over 
Charlotte. 

(Continued from page 27)

Check out our cow hats!

Corn roll painting.

Ava works on tracing the 
letters in her name. Ms. Jessica and her students

http://FriendshipCircleNC.org
http://FriendshipCircleNC.org
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By Josh Traulsen, Senior Man-
ager of Alumni Engagement, 
and Dave Press, Senior Direc-
tor of Advancement

In the 17th century, the Kai-
ser ordered Rabbi Shimshon 
Wertheimer to present an ac-
counting of all of his posses-
sions. The rabbi presented the 
ledger, and after checking it 
out, the Kaiser accused him of 
lying and treason. The Kaiser 
had gifted the rabbi a castle 
that he knew was worth much 
more than the rabbi account-
ed for on his ledger. The rabbi 
explained to the Kaiser that he 
had indeed accounted for all 
that he owned; the castle was 
a gift that could be taken away 
along with all of his other pos-
sessions. The Kaiser then de-
manded to know what was re-
corded on his ledger. The rabbi 
replied, “This is my tzedakah; 
this is truly mine. Not even you 
can take this away.”

For some of us, charitable 
giving is the furthest thing from 
mind right now. With all of the 
new headaches and challenges 
that this pandemic has caused, 

the idea that people would take 
from themselves to give to oth-
ers seems crazy.

It turns out that isn’t the 
case.

According to CNBC, near-
ly three out of four millenni-
als and 66% of Gen Zers have 
made financial contributions 
during the pandemic. That is 
the highest of any other age de-
mographic in the U.S.

One assumption might be 
that this spike is related to 
donations made to provide 
relief from the consequenc-
es of the pandemic. However, 
that same report showed that 
more than $11.6 billion has al-
ready been donated this year to 
COVID-19-related causes, and 
even with that influx of giv-
ing, Fidelity Charitable found 
that 25% of Americans intend-
ed to increase their donations 
this year, and 58% pledged to 
maintain their same level of 
giving from the year before. In 
general, the majority of Amer-
icans also shared that they in-
tended to keep supporting the 
same charities they had been 

supporting in 2019.
This October, Moishe House 

launched its annual WE ARE 
fundraising campaign with 
some adaptations from prior 
years to better accommo-
date residents and communi-
ty members as they navigate 
changes and challenges due 
to COVID-19. Whereas in 
the past, this campaign was a 
peer-to-peer fundraising effort, 
driven primarily by Moishe 
House residents and commu-
nity builders across the globe, 
this year, Moishe House staff 
played a larger role in the cam-
paign, though the focus was 
still to inspire young adults to 
participate in Jewish philan-
thropy.

Moishe House set a goal of 
raising $75,000 from 1,000 
unique donors during this three-
week campaign. The goals and 
length of the campaign were 
shifted from prior years, focus-
ing primarily on retention, out 
of recognition of the challeng-
es that the pandemic has creat-
ed for people, especially young 
adults, everywhere around the 

globe. Ultimately, by the end of 
the campaign, we were blown 
away by the results: Moishe 
House received a total of 1,270 
donations, raising $91,098, 
surpassing the goal by more 
than 20%!

Other fun facts from the 
2020 Moishe House WE ARE 
campaign include:

• 238 donations used a cur-
rency other than USD (19%).

• 345 donations came from 
donors outside the U.S. (27%).

• Donations were from 27 
different countries.

• 531 donors were first-
time donors to Moishe House 
(46%).

• Five Moishe House alumni 
made gifts of $1,000 or more.

• 35.6% of donors during the 
campaign are Moishe House 
alumni, and alumni accounted 
for 41.7% of the total dollars 
raised.

While the world has certain-
ly changed over the course of 
this year, the need for commu-
nity remains the same. Because 
of the generosity of its support-
ers, more than 50% of whom 

are under the age of 35, Moishe 
House is able to continue en-
abling and empowering young 
Jewish leaders to create oppor-
tunities for connections during 
an isolating time, strengthen-
ing Jewish communities across 
the globe for years to come.

If you are interested in sup-
porting Moishe House through 
a year-end gift, please visit 
www.moishehouse.org/donate 
or contact Dave Press, senior 
director of Advancement, at 
dave.press@moishehouse.org.

Giving in the Time of COVID Hebrew High Teachers and Students Reflect on 
Changes
By Marci Goldberg

As 2020 nears an end, we 
cannot help but reflect on the 
changes Hebrew High has faced 
as a supplemental program on 
Wednesday nights.  It sounds so 
simple just to say we switched 
from in-person classes to virtual 
classes. How hard can that be?

The reality of switching to 
virtual classes affects teachers 
in different ways. We thought it 
would be interesting to survey 
both types to see what the teach-
ers’ responses were to a few 
questions about the challenges 
teachers now face.

Janice Zacks wrote: “Although 
I prefer teaching in person, teach-
ing Jewish Cooking is working 
very well virtually. I feel connect-
ed to the students over Zoom, and 
everyone seems to be having 
a lot of fun during class. Also, 
all the students get to make 
their own recipes, which they 
get to share with their families 
after class each week! With on-
line teaching, I am able to have 
the students for the entire two 
hours. This allows us to make 
a variety of yummy Jewish tra-
ditional recipes each week. An 

extra bonus for me is that I only 
need to clean up after myself at 
the end of class!”

Jennifer Sawyer wrote: “When 
we first started teaching online, I 
felt like I was in front of a bunch 
of potatoes — many eyes, but 
no voices. It is a lot like try-
ing to start a conversation in a 
random crowd on an elevator. 
I quickly realized (with horror) 
that my teaching style depend-
ed heavily on the give and take 
between teacher and students. 
After the first few minutes of 
uncomfortable silence, a student 
began to reply to my questions, 
and suddenly everyone unfroze.   

By the end of class, they were 
much more comfortable. From 
this, I have learned that it takes 
longer for kids to open up and 
bond over Zoom, but it does 
eventually happen. Although I 
totally believe that teaching on-
line is the best choice right now, 
it has been a challenge for me. 
partially because I do not get to 
see my kids, offer them a hug 
when they have had a bad day, 
or give them a fist bump for a 
great answer to a deep question. 
In addition, I am the type of 

teacher who favors experiential 
learning, and my classes have 
always included fun hands-on 
projects. Online lessons are go-
ing well, but I still look forward 
to the day when we can once 
again slingshot water balloons 
at Goliath, mummify Joseph, 
and give each other henna tat-
toos.” 

When we asked students why 
they decided to sign up, many 
of them said because they love 
it, even if it is online. A few 
students commented that they 
wanted to stay in touch with 
their friends and continue to be 
involved in their Jewish commu-
nity. “I decided to take Hebrew 
High even though I knew that it 
was going to be virtual because 
I really missed my friends. He-
brew High allows us to have a 
time when we can hang out and 
connect with our friends, even 
when we cannot see them in 
person. I also missed my Jewish 
education. Hebrew High allows 
me to continue to experience Ju-
daism, even when it’s online,” 
said Rosie Smolowitz, 9th grade 
Temple Beth El student. 

It has not been easy for the 

students to attend school on-
line. A few of them commented 
that it is harder to pay attention 
because classes are not in the 
building and that they feel more 
distanced from their friends. 
One student commented that 
they feel like their peers would 
talk more if the class were in 
person. Leigh Hepworth, a 10th-
grade student, said the hardest 
part of Hebrew High was not 
getting to socialize with other 
people. 

At the same time, students 
agree that one of the best parts 
of having Hebrew High online 
is the feeling that they are all in 
this together. They also said that 
everyone was adapting well and 
that their teachers were very pa-
tient. They added that they like 
to be able to relax from school. 

When asked whether students 
prefer Hebrew High online or 
in person, the overwhelming 
response was in person. Rosie 
Smolowitz said, “I prefer He-
brew High in person because 
it allows me to actually see my 
friends and teachers in person. 
Of course, I am still grateful that 
we can do it online, but being 

able to eat dinner, take classes, 
and have a cookie party each 
week in person with our friends 
is the best.” 

We cannot say enough about 
our teachers and our students. 
While our overall registra-
tion numbers are down due to 
COVID, we have reimagined, 
redesigned, reinvented, redi-
rected, and resurrected Hebrew 
High to its new Zoom format, 
and the result has been amazing. 
The commitment and dedication 
from our teachers and the spirit 
and willingness of our students 
to get back on Zoom after their 
secular classes have inspired 
everyone in the Hebrew High 
community. Let’s hope 2021 
brings us closer to teaching in 
person and seeing the smiling 
faces of our students.

DON’T JUST LIVE HERE...

LOVE IT HERE.

Residents of The Barclay love the living choices, abundant resort-like amenities and nearly endless social 
engagements available to them. Here, residents and their families will love the emphasis on nutritious dining 
options, whole-person wellness and the peace of mind that comes from having continuing care in place 
should they need it.

CALL 843.936.2800 TO SCHEDULE A PRIVATE VISIT AND DON’T JUST LIVE HERE . . .LOVE IT  HERE .
6010 FAIRVIEW RD.  CHARLOTTE ,  NC 28210    BARCLAYATSOUTHPARK.COM

A Life Plan Community (CCRC) offered by Liberty Senior Living
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By Aileen Greenberg-Kriner
I grew up in Philadelphia, and 

my husband grew up in New 
York. In both cities, schools 
were closed for the High Holi-
days; most stores had multiple 
Happy Hanukkah signs, and the 
weeks before Passover became 
a fun Jewish meet-and-greet 
at the grocery store. When our 
three sons were growing up, we 
lived in a suburban neighbor-
hood in Cincinnati, Ohio. Peo-
ple were lovely and welcom-
ing (and many became good 
friends), but most knew little or 
nothing about Judaism. Thank-
fully, they were curious and 
asked me lots of questions.

When our children were 
young, some of the mothers on 
our block decided that the best 
way to teach our kids about 
understanding and respecting 
different religions was to share 
our family traditions with each 
other. Every year, our Jewish 
children were invited to one 
neighbor’s house to decorate 
the family’s Christmas tree. We 
passed through our backyard to 
the neighbors for their annual 
Easter egg hunt, too, though if 
it was Passover, my boys had to 
wait to eat the candy.

On several nights of Hanuk-
kah, we invited our neighbors 
over. I told the story of Hanuk-
kah and lit the menorah, ex-
plaining what the Hebrew bless-
ings meant. My boys taught 
their friends how to play dreidel, 
and they gambled with pennies. 
We ate Hanukkah gelt and suf-
ganiyot (jelly doughnuts) and 
had Hanukkah music on in the 
background. Experiencing each 
other’s holidays together helped 
build strong friendships, accep-
tance, and wonderful childhood 
memories.

Our three sons are grown now, 
and we all live in different cities, 
but I still look forward to lighting 
our menorah, playing dreidel, and 
eating doughnuts on Hanukkah. 
This year we plan to celebrate at 
Hadassah Charlotte’s “Dreidel, 
Drinks and Donuts” Hanukkah 
event — and you’re invited! 
Please join us on Tuesday, De-
cember 8 at 7 p.m. on Zoom. It 
will be an entertaining evening for 
the whole family! Nancy Good, 
lead singer from The Ruach, will 
lead us as we light the menorah 
and sing Hanukkah songs. Get 
ready to decorate your dreidel, 
nosh, and test your knowledge of 
Hanukkah trivia.

Registration is $20 and in-
cludes a fun Hanukkah kit. 
Your kit will include a dreidel 
and paint, Hanukkah gelt, mini 
donuts from the Donuts I Love 
U! food truck, and a Hanukkah 
beverage. Additional add-on 
items are available. Visit www.
hadassahcltevents.org to regis-
ter and select your donuts and 
beverages. 

In other Hadassah news…
Do you play mahj? It’s time 

to order your 2021 Mah Jongg 
card. This year, the small cards 
are $9, and the large cards are 
$10. Why order through Hadas-
sah? The National Mah Jongg 
League donates the proceeds 
from the sale of its official cards 
to charitable organizations, in-
cluding Hadassah. It is a big 
fundraiser for our chapter. To 
order, please send a check to 
Merril Schenkel, 3315 Man-
nington Drive, Charlotte, NC 
28270. The last day to order is 
January 15.

Join next Hadassah Lunch 
and Learn on Friday, December 
18 at 11:45 a.m. as we discuss 
the short story, The Number 
Changer, on page 47 in the book 
“Many Seconds Into the Future” 
by John J. Clayton. Lunch and 

Learn is held on the third Fri-
day of each month (except for 
holidays). Our 2021 Lunch and 
Learn meetings will be held on 
January 15, February 19, March 
19, April meeting TBA, May 
21, and June 25. Feel free to join 
the Zoom discussion even if you 
haven’t had a chance to read the 
story. For additional informa-
tion, please email Amalia War-
shenbrot at AmaliaIma@ATT.
net or Linda Levy at levyollie@
aol.com. 

Celebrate Tu B’Shevat, the 
“New Year of the Trees.” Please 
join Hadassah CLT on January 
27 at 7 p.m. for “G-d, Israel and 
our Hearts: A Tu B’Shevat Sed-
er” as we learn how the seven 
species we eat on the holiday 
promote a healthy heart. Please 
check our website www.hadas-
sahcltevents.org for additional 
information about this Zoom 
event. 

Do you know a Hadassah 
member who might need a little 
pick-me-up? Are you or a mem-
ber you know having surgery or 
experiencing a loss? Hadassah 
CLT’s 

Sunshine Committee is here 
for you. Please email Elissa 
Vining at svining@aol.com.

Nancy Kerstein has kindly 
volunteered for many years to 
send out beautiful Hadassah 
cards for births, illness, sympa-
thy, and other life events. If you 
would like to send your fami-
ly or loved one a personalized 
card, please email Nancy at ran-
dee3763@gmail.com

Do you know someone who 
wants to connect with a fabu-
lous group of Jewish women 
and would be a great Hadassah 
member? Please send her  name 
and contact information to Kar-
en Hauser, Membership VP, at 
klh2603@gmail.com.

By Shira Firestone
What do you think of when 

you think of food pantries? You 
probably think of pasta and cans 
of soup and beans. You probably 
don’t think of brisket or chicken 
and rice. But that’s because you 
might be unaware of the work 
of some very dedicated Hadas-
sah volunteers who have been 
providing home-cooked pre-
pared meals to Jewish Family 
Services (JFS) for the past 12 
years. 

In 2008, a handful of volun-
teers, known as the Circle of 
Caring, began cooking parts of 
an overall meal in their homes 
and would then gather in  Judy 
Kaufmann’s kitchen to com-
plete, assemble, and package 
the meals, which were then de-
livered to JFS, which provides 
food, personal care items, and 
other necessities to individuals 
and families in the Jewish com-
munity. Very quickly, another 
special volunteer emerged — 
Penny Krieger — who has been 
an organizing force ever since. 

For many of the women, 
gathering together has been a 
way to socialize while also giv-
ing back to the local commu-
nity. Elissa Vining, who began 
volunteering six years ago as a 
way to get involved after mov-
ing to Charlotte, stresses that it 
is important to them to provide 
people with a delicious meal — 
not just food, but good food — 
food, she adds, that you would 
serve your own family at your 
own dining table. 

What has become a well-
oiled machine has evolved over 
time with a steep learning curve. 
In the early days, too many will-
ing hands collided with literally 
too many cooks in the kitchen, 
with as many as 19 volunteers 
showing up on one occasion.  

An organizational wiz with a 
knack for spreadsheets, Penny 
coordinates volunteer sched-
ules, donations, inventory, and 
much more. She knows how 
to find ingredients on sale and 
where to find in-kind donations. 
Food is delivered from one 
room to another by “runners” 
as it weighed for consistency, 
assembled, packaged, labeled, 
and stored. 

Each meal has a protein, 
a vegetable, and a starch. Of 
course, the most important food 
groups — dessert and bread — 
are donated by Johnson and 
Wales University Culinary Pro-
gram, which is known to be 
incredibly generous with do-
nations in the community. De-
pending on what is available, 
the variety of meals might in-
clude chicken and rice, baked 
ziti, or even salmon croquettes.  
Some meals are served “family 
style,” packaged for families of 
four or more. The group even 
makes a special effort to provide 
delicious, traditional meals for 
the holidays — from Passover 
brisket to Channukah latkes. 

In November of 2019, 80 
meals per month were prepared 
and delivered. Since the onset of 
the pandemic, that number has 
risen to as many as 155 meals! 
Unfortunately, due to the pan-
demic, Penny’s small army has 
been reduced to a one-woman-
show. Not wanting volunteers in 
her home, Penny has donations 
dropped off in her garage, and 
she puts the meals together her-
self. What was already a big job 
has become almost overwhelm-
ing. So, it is understandable, and 
is no surprise that Penny would 
choose this year to pass on the 
reins to Elissa Vining. Penny 
will tell you she can’t retire be-
cause, “You can’t retire from a 

job you weren’t hired for,” and 
she assures us that she will con-
tinue to be involved. 

Everyone at Jewish Family 
Services and Hadassah wants 
to express their deep gratitude 
to Penny for all she has done 
to lovingly feed families in the 
Greater Charlotte community. 
And to Elissa, who is filling 
some pretty big shoes — good 
luck! 
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Independent Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care

11945 Providence Road
Charlotte, NC 28277

704-246-3055

WISHING YOU PEACE, LOVE, AND JOY THIS HANUKKAH SEASON

You’re invited to our drive-thru Holiday “Open House.” Our happy associates will be outside to greet you as you pick up a goodie basket 
to-go that includes a treat from our pastry chef as well as a sensory experience from our life enrichment team.

Waltonwood Welcomes You Home...

Drive-thru Holiday Open House

December 10th
2 - 4 p.m.

at Waltonwood Providence

RSVP
704-246-3055

Independent Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care

11945 Providence Road, Charlotte, NC 28277

Two 
events to
attend!

December 9th
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

at Waltonwood Cotswold

RSVP
704-495-6031

Assisted Living and Memory Care 

5215 Randolph Road, Charlotte, NC 28211

Cooking is Caring

Hadassah Invites You to 2021 Events The Hebrew Cemetery: A Caring Bridge
By Moses Luski

One of life’s certainties is 
death. Whether expected or un-
expected, the death of a loved 
one is a shock. We are never 
truly prepared for the death of 
a loved one or the emptiness 
which follows. Yet, the Midrash 
Hagadol teaches: “God takes 
nothing from the world until 
He puts something in its place.”  
And thus, in our hour of need, 
the Jewish Community steps in 
to console and center us, to help 
us find our place in the world 
again. One of the institutions 
at the center of this process is 
the Hebrew Cemetery. Its ded-
icated staff and lovely, historic 
grounds assist those who mourn 

in finding a place of rest for their 
loved one and a path forward for 
themselves and their families. I, 
myself, was not ready for the 

passing of my mother in Febru-
ary of 2019.  But how comfort-
ed I have been by the devoted 
staff which lovingly helped our 
family lay her to rest and by the 
lovely cemetery grounds. Here 
my mother has a peaceful and 
stately place of rest among the 
trees and birds which fly over-
head. Nearby are the lovingly 
tended graves of generations 
current and past. When I visit I 
feel this unbreakable bond be-
tween Jewish generations pres-
ent and past and the palpable 
presence of our Jewish genera-
tions, as well as God. I feel so 
lucky that I have access to this 
holy place. All of us in Char-
lotte are so fortunate to have 

this place where we can lay our 
loved ones to rest. Not only do 
we honor our loved ones by 
bringing them here, but  also, by 
doing so and visiting them after, 
we heal. We find the bridge to a 
path forward.

I personally thank all the gen-
erations of the Charlotte Jewish 
Community, present and past, 
who have created this sacred 
place. It is just the bridge we 

need in our time of need.  And, 
it is our obligation to maintain 
and strengthen this bridge for 
our current and future Jewish 
generations.

Sonia Lusky
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Organizations throughout the 
world made major changes to 
programming for 2020 and 
Women of Wisdom. Charlotte 
(W.O.W.) was no exception. 
While our method of deliv-
ery changed this past spring, 
we held true to our purpose: to 
empower, connect, and inspire 

Jewish women through engag-
ing social and educational ac-
tivities.

We began the year with an 
insightful Jewish history class 
with Rabbi O in January: 5,000 
Years of Jewish History in 60 
Minutes. Our Tu B’Shvat event 
in February featured Bobby 
Mabe, who spoke with us about 
the Shalom Park Communi-
ty Garden, our Chesed project 
partner. We then created sooth-
ing bath salts using essential 
oils that are symbolic of the 
holiday. Little did we know that 
our annual hamantaschen event 
in March was going to be our fi-
nal in-person gathering in 2020. 
For this event, Jewish Fami-
ly Services was our Chesed 
project partner. We collected 
food pantry items and donated 
hamantaschen to be added to 

the Shalach Manot baskets. A 
packed crowd learned how to 
create scrumptious savory and 
sweet hamantaschen.

Since April, Zoom has been 
our platform for bringing pro-
gramming to everyone with a 
link and internet access. Just 
before Shavuot, baker extraor-
dinaire Janice Zacks hooked up 
two cameras in her kitchen to 
teach us how to make delicious 
blintzes. Ever since, my family 
has been clamoring for more 
blintzes! Over the summer, 
we’ve held family Havdalah 
and game nights, hosted by our 
fabulous in-house game show 
host Jayme Kreitman. 

Did someone say cooking 
and baking? We’re all about it! 
In September, our 13th annu-
al challah bake transitioned to 
virtual, and the following week 

we partnered with Hadassah to 
co-host a honey cupcake cyber 
bake-off. What about games? 
Movies? If you joined us in 
October, you had two oppor-
tunities to join us. Game host 
maven Jayme Kreitman led us 
in a fun acronym game that had 
us laughing away the evening. 
Later that month, we watched 
“93Queen” about a group of 
real-life superheroes, the wom-
en who started the all-female 
ambulance corps in Brooklyn, 
New York, and discussed the 
risks the women took to do 
something important that went 
against the grain.

Do you like to decorate? Our 
November programming about 
giving thanks included instruc-
tions for creating a beautiful 
fallscape for your table, led by 
the creative June Hirschmann. 

We continued our learning on 
November 29 with an insight-
ful book discussion about Mitch 
Album’s book “Have a Little 
Faith.” We hope that you were 
able to join us for some of our 
2020 events. We have some-
thing for everyone, and we con-
tinue to learn all the time!

What’s left for 2020? Did 
someone say food? Our Cha-
nukah 2020 event on Decem-
ber 15 will kick off with Ilana 
Levin sharing some thoughts 
about Chanukah followed by a 
latke-making demonstration by 
Dr. Melissa Karp. This event 
will host our Chanukah tzeda-
kah project: Be the Light Gelt 
Exchange. Participants are asked 
to make a minimum $10 dona-
tion to the Jewish organization 
of their choice and briefly share 
the mission of the organization. 
We look forward to seeing you 
on December 15! Join us and 
find out more about W.O.W. by 
visiting our website at https://
charlottewomenofwisdom.com/.
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Newspaper archives are a treasure trove of collective memories and experiences, providing 
a snapshot of our history. The Charlotte Jewish News has been in print since 1979, providing a  
nearly bottomless opportunity to delve into the history of the greater Charlotte Jewish community. 
The following is an excerpt  from an article originally printed in the Charlotte Observer sometime 
after 1979.

W.O.W. Recaps 2020 While Planning For 2021

Rita Mond and Ann Lang-
man sort papers, edit stories, 
type and talk. Phone calls and 
children sometimes interrupt, 
but page layout and story re-
pair come first. 

As co-editors of The Char-
lotte Jewish News, they will 
spend at least 60 hours togeth-
er in one kitchen or another 
before the May issue of the 
eight-page community paper is 
ready. 

Through hours of tea, cof-
fee, and some disagreement, 
they share a common dream. 

“Our goal is to get enough 
advertising to be self-sustain-
ing,” said Ms. Mond.

“We would also like some-
day to be paid for this,” add-
ed Mrs. Langman, “and have 
enough to pay some staff mem-
bers, reporters, and photogra-
phers.”

Another part of the dream is 
to have an office. 

They already know dreams 
can come true. Until January 
1979, the newspaper itself was 
a dream. 

The “right” time came when 
in 1978 with the help of Mar-
tha Brenner, editor of the 
newsletter for the Charlotte 
Hebrew Academy, and Marvin 
Bienstock, director of the Jew-
ish Community Center. 

The newspaper idea was 
approved by the boards of the 
academy, the center, and Char-
lotte Jewish Federation which 
became sponsors. 

Mrs. Langman and Mrs. 
Mond have known each other 
for years, shared many a public 
relations project and worked 
together in B’nai B’rith Wom-
en. They credit their combined 
public relations work with 
getting the Jewish Communiy 
Center (JCC) off the ground. 

Once that was done, they 
compiled the center’s bulletin, 

“The Center Post.” That was 
a step toward beginning the 
newspaper. 

“I think it has made the 
Jewish community more co-
heisve,” said Mrs. Mond. “We 
try to improve it all the time, 
and we strive each issue to do 
something a little different.”

Three sponsors pay the $500 
to $600 coast of each of the pa-
per’s 11 editions a year (June 
and July are combined). Ad-
vertising from Jews and non-
Jews help cut costs, but the 
1,600 copies are free to read-
ers. Three times a year, twice 
for class schedules at JCC 
and once for camp schedules, 
2,200 copies are sent out. 

Most of Charlotte’s Jewish 
population receives the paper, 
as do non-Jews who are center 
members. Some readers live in 
Gastonia, Hickory and Rock 
Hill, S.C.
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