
As we continue to deal with 
the effects of COVID-19 in al-
most every facet of our lives, 
our community has responded to 
those in need with compassion 
and financial support.  Through 
the JewishCharlotte Emergency 

Response Fund, we have raised 
over $470,000 from over 500 
donors. The Jewish Federation 
of Greater Charlotte is admin-
istering the fund through an 
Allocations Committee made 
up of seasoned leaders.  Every 

dollar raised is going direct-
ly to agencies to meet critical 
needs.  To date we have allocat-
ed $382,576 to twelve agencies.    

The needs in our communi-
ty will continue during the re-
covery process.  We are appre-

ciative to those who 
have donated to this 
effort.  If you would 
like to help us in our 
endeavor to sustain 
our agencies during 
this time, please do-
nate at www.jewish-
charlotte.org or mail 
your check to Jewish 
Federation of Greater 
Charlotte, 5007 Provi-
dence Road, Ste. 101, 
Charlotte, NC  28226. 

As Shalom Park begins to 
reopen in the midst of 
the current coronavirus 

pandemic, it is the priority of 
the Foundation of Shalom Park 
to do so in a way that supports 
business continuity while en-
suring the health and safety of 
all who work, visit, and wor-
ship here. Long before we knew 
the specifics of what our state’s 
guidelines would call for, we 
began the process of developing 
a plan that would establish re-
sponsible criteria for reopening 
and potentially reclosing facili-
ties as called for as the nature of 
this pandemic evolves. 

Starting in late April, all Sha-
lom Park agencies and Temples 
began to identify actions and 
protocols required to success-

fully reopen Shalom Park. We 
drew from multiple resources, 
including the Center for Disease 
Control, North Carolina De-
partment of Health and Human 
Services, Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration, and 
the Redwoods Insurance Group. 
We also convened key advisors 
from the medical communi-
ty: Dr. Esther Chipps, Dr. Lisa 
Davidson, Dr. Dereck Ragha-
van, Dr. Steve Teich, Dr. David 
Weinrib, and Dr. Ross Udoff. 
Armed with the resulting plans 
and protocols, Shalom Park be-
gan to slowly reopen for essen-
tial operations on May 22 when 
the Stay-at-Home orders were 
lifted after ten weeks of closure.

Some of the changes you see 
when you come to the Park will 
be obvious and visible; oth-
ers are taking place behind the 
scenes. Social distancing, reduc-
ing touchpoints, and enhancing 
cleaning standards were some of 
the priorities addressed for our 
offices, hallways, event spaces, 
classrooms, cafeterias, and on 
playgrounds. To enhance social 
distancing, you will notice lim-
ited visitor access, plexiglass 
dividers, and directional arrows 
turning hallways into one-way 
aisles. We have also developed 
ways to reduce touchpoints; for 
example, you will now be able 
to refill your water bottles with 
touchless bottle fillers. Cleaning 

and disinfecting is another im-
portant part of reducing expo-
sure to the coronavirus.  Behind 
the scenes, we’ve enhanced our 
already rigorous cleaning stan-
dards by wiping down surfaces 
multiple times a day and using 
an electrostatic disinfecting pro-
cess multiple times per week. 

Of course, between our agen-
cies, schools, and Temples, there 
are more than 500 Shalom Park 
employees. Our Director of 
Safety and Security, Michael 
Philbeck, led the extensive pro-
cess of training all employees 
over the course of three weeks, 
for eight hours a day, via Zoom. 
You can be assured that all 
Shalom Park employees have 
good operational knowledge of 
their role in helping to create a 
healthy environment. 

Everyone has an important 
role to play. When you enter any 
of the buildings at Shalom Park 
you can expect to have your 
temperature taken and to answer 
screening questions. You will 
notice signage reminding you of 
the three Ws — 

• Wear a cloth covering over
your nose and mouth,
• Wait and stay 6 feet apart,
and
• Wash your hands or use
hand sanitizer.

We appreciate your participa-
tion and cooperation with these 
changes.

We have worked hard to 
help keep you safe and healthy 
when you are at the Park. We 
will continue to stay abreast of 
guidance and recommendations 
as they emerge, and you can 
check for updates on our web-
site at www.shalomcharlotte.
org. We look forward to all be-
ing together again soon. 

Vol. 42, No. 6 Av-Elul 5780 August 2020

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

PERMIT # 1208
CHARLOTTE, NC

5007 Providence Road, Suite 
#112

Charlotte, NC 28226
Change Service Requested

Shalom Park Plans for Opening Safely

Community Responding to Those in Need

http://www.jewish-charlotte.org
http://www.jewish-charlotte.org
http://www.jewish-charlotte.org
http://www.shalomcharlotte
https://www.shalomcharlotte.org/


On my first day in my new 
role as editor for the Charlotte 
Jewish News someone said to 
me, “This must be a really hard 
time to be starting a new job.” 
I’ve reflected on that statement 
every day when I walk into our 
building at Shalom Park, greet-
ed by unfamiliar faces hidden 
behind masks to have my tem-
perature taken and following 
arrows to walk one way past 
empty offices. I’ve thought 
about it as I try to communicate 
remotely with dozens of agency 
representatives and advertisers 
to publish this August issue, my 
first issue. 

As a writer, my colleagues 
and I have been grappling 

with words and phrases that 
are already becoming cliché. 
“Unprecedented times,” “now 
more than ever,” “new normal.” 
What does that mean? We are 
trying to come to terms with 
our reality being turned upside 
down, seemingly overnight. We 
became glued to the 24-hour 
news cycle to follow the latest 
figures of the sick, dying, and 
out of  work. We took our work 
home, but sent our parents away 
to be visited via 9 inch com-
puter monitors. We witnessed 
or joined as throngs filled the 
streets, demanding long over-
due change. 

So I look around me and I 
wonder how we are handling 
this change. Suddenly new words 
and phrases emerge — “defining 
times,” “if not now when,” “op-
portunity.” After the initial anxi-
ety and fear began to subside for 
some of us, creativity took hold 
and innovative solutions began 
to emerge. The comedian Jon 
Stewart said, “I’m a real believ-
er that creativity comes from 
limits, not freedom.” 

Those limits and constraints 
are actually what move us for-
ward. As Jews we are no strang-

er to change. Every Passover we 
tell the story of leaving Egypt. 
The Hebrew word for Egypt is 
Mitzrayim, which can be liter-
ally translated as, “the narrow 
places.” These places of “stuck-
ness” move us forward to cre-
ate new realities for ourselves 
— “new normals.” We may be 
motivated by pain, but we are 
inspired by opportunities and 
vision. 

Is it a hard time to start some-
thing new? Absolutely. But I 
doubt I could be stepping into 
this role at a more perfect time. 

It reminds me of one of my 
favorite stories. A mother and 
daughter are in the kitchen pre-
paring a roast when the mother 
cuts the ends off before putting 
it in the oven.

The daugther asks, “Why do 
you cut the ends off, Mom?” 
to which her mother replied, “I 
don’t know; that’s the way my 
mother always did it. Let’s go 
ask Nanna.” The two women 
find Nanna and ask, “Nanna, 
why did you always cut off the 
ends of the roast before cook-
ing?” Nanna replies, “I don’t 
know; that’s the way my mother 
always did it. Let’s go ask Great 

Grandma.” The three ladies 
went to visit Great Grandma. 
“Great Grandma, why did you 
always cut the ends off the roast 
before cooking it?”

“Well dears, I don’t know. 
That’s the way it’s always been 
done.”

After 25 years in Seattle, I am 
a newcomer to the city of Char-
lotte, the local Jewish commu-
nity, and the Charlotte Jewish 
News, with no idea of how it’s 
always been done. Of course I 
ask for your patience as I learn, 
and undoubtedly fumble my 
way around a little. But I also 
ask for and look forward to your 
participation as we preserve the 
best of what CJN has been since 
1979, and together continue to 
develop a vision for our com-
munity newspaper that can ex-
pand its ability to represent and 
serve the Jewish community of 
Charlotte.

Please reach out to me any-
time. I look forward to hearing 
from you.

May these times be for blessing. 

Shira
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Amy Montoni
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Last month the Charlotte 
Jewish News said goodbye to 
Amy Krakovitz Montoni.  Amy 
served as the editor of the Char-
lotte Jewish News for 22 years.  
During that time, Amy worked 
tirelessly to make sure that CJN 
kept us informed while remind-
ing us how fortunate we all are 
to live in such a vibrant commu-
nity.  

In reflecting on Amy’s ten-
ure, the Charlotte Jewish News 
Editorial Board praised Amy’s 
dedication as an editor, the 
thoroughness she displayed in 
getting all the news about Char-
lotte’s diverse Jewish commu-
nity, her ability to work with 
its many institutions, old and 
new, her professionalism, and 
her writing skills.  We wish her 
many continually rewarding          
experiences in her retirement.

Federation echoes the Edito-
rial Board’s comments. We were 
truly fortunate to have Amy as 
editor and wish her all the best 
in the future.   

mailto:charlottejewishnews@shalomcharlotte.org


Every summer I look for-
ward to the new crop of “Beach 
Reads” by my favorite authors, 
and although it’s early August, 
there’s still time for you to en-
joy my “Beach Read” recom-
mendations written by Jewish 
authors. 

On the top of my list is Park 
Avenue Summer by Renee Ros-
en, described by PopSugar as 
“Mad Men meets The Dev-
il Wears Prada.” When Alice 
Weiss moves to New York City 
from a small midwestern town 

to realize her dream of becom-
ing a photographer, she lands 
her first job as the assistant to 
Helen Gurley Brown who has 
just assumed the position as the 
new editor-in-chief of the dying 
Cosmopolitan magazine. This 
fast-paced novel gives interest-
ing insight into the back story of 
the magazine and the life of the 
famous author and editor.

Jennifer Weiner’s new novel 
Big Summer is about Daphne 
Berg, a plus-size Instagram in-
fluencer who stumbles into a 
murder mystery while serving 
as a bridesmaid for a former 
best friend’s made-for-media 
Cape Cod wedding. If you’re a 
Jennifer Weiner fan, you’ll en-
joy her 14th novel, which is a 
breezy read; however, the end-
ing is just too “tied up into a 
pretty package” for me.

I’ve enjoyed reading Jamie 
Brenner’s novels, but Summer 
Longing, in my view, is her best 
to date. Described by Publisher’s 

Weekly as a “touching, nuanced 
summer yarn,” it is a heartfelt, 
wonderful novel about moth-
erhood, friendship, and finding 
your way home. When a baby is 
left on the doorstep of the Cape 
Cod house Ruth Cooperman is 
renting for the summer, Ruth’s 
dream of spending a relaxing, 
stress-free summer in Provinc-
etown is interrupted, yet the 
disruption leads to friendship, 
romance, and family reconcilia-
tions. Summer Longing is a sat-
isfying read that is well worth 
your time.

Now that the libraries are 
back in business for check-
ing out books (contact the 
Levine-Sklut Judaic Library for 
information on curbside pick-
up), the CJE Book Club is meet-
ing once again! We had our first 
Zoom meeting in July when we 
powered up our computers to 
discuss The Floating Feldmans 
written by Elyssa Friedland. 
When Annette Feldman books 

a cruise for her entire family to 
celebrate her 70th birthday, she 
sets in motion an emotional, 
heartbreaking and heartwarm-
ing family drama on the high 
seas. Laughter and tears await 
you with this beach read — or 
in this case “cruise read.”

The next Zoom CJE Book 
Club meeting is Wednesday, 
August 12 at 10:30 a.m. We will 
be discussing From Sand and 
Ash by Amy Harmon. If you’d 
like to join the meeting, please 
email me at sueb.littauer@jew-
ishscharlotte.org

 Please note that I haven’t 
been spending the entire sum-
mer reading light breezy novels. 
Below are a variety of excellent 
books which I’ll be sharing with 
you in the coming months: 

Becoming Eve by Abby Stein
The Yellow Bird Sings by Jen-

nifer Rosner
The Imperfects by Amy Mey-

erson
Thanks to those of you who 

have been contacting me with 
recommendations. They are on 
my nightstand, and I appreciate 
your suggestions.
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Ann Langman
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Thank you, Sharon
Hadassah Charlotte 

would like to give a 
heartfelt thank you to 
our immediate Past Pres-
ident and friend, Sharon 
Goretsky. When Sharon 
moved to Charlotte in 
2015, she got involved 
with the Charlotte chap-
ter as a way to meet people and 
contribute to Hadassah and the 
Charlotte community. Sharon 
has had a huge impact, espe-
cially when she became Presi-
dent of the Charlotte chapter in 
2019. 

Sharon has been involved 
in everything! She coordinat-
ed the painting event for the 
chapter’s Celebrate the TaTas 
major fundraiser to raise money 
for breast cancer research. She 
managed the Hadassah Heals 
fundraiser for the 360 Degrees 
of Healing campaign. Sharon 
organized Health Nights, where 
she used her nursing back-
ground to educate members 
about health issues such as Alz-
heimer’s. She coordinated the 
Mammovan Mobile Mammog-
raphy Unit at the JCC, hosted 
chapter Passover Tastings, and 
was instrumental in publishing 
the Charlotte Jewish Commu-
nity Directory. These are just 
a few of Sharon’s accomplish-
ments. Nothing was too big or 
too small for Sharon to pitch in 
and help. 

Sharon and her family are 
moving to Virginia this summer 
where she will share her talents 
with the Norfolk, VA chapter 
and with the Southern Seaboard 
Region as Organizational VP. 
We will miss her and wish her 
the best as she starts her new 
adventure!
Welcome Laurie and Marci

We are very excited to wel-
come our new chapter Leader-
ship Team! Laurie Sheinhaus 
now serves as our Leadership 
Coordinator, and Marci Gold-
berg serves as her Co-Lead-
er. Both Laurie and Marci have 
been active in Charlotte Ha-
dassah and bring their consid-
erable talents and experience 
with them to their new roles. 
We are fortunate to have these 
two wonderful women lead our 
chapter and are excited to see 
what new events and plans are 
in our future.
Hadassah Masks

Protect yourself, your loved 
ones, and people you don’t 
even know! Purchase an “I 
love Hadassah” mask. Masks 
are 100% cotton, four layers, 
adult-size, and for non-medical 
use. Proceeds go to Hadassah’s 
360 Degrees of Healing cam-
paign to rebuild the dermatolo-
gy nurses’ station in the Round 
Building at Ein Kerem hospi-
tal in Jerusalem. Go to 
www.

hadassahcltevents.org for or-
dering information. Show your 
Hadassah spirit!
Zoom Bingo Fundraiser 

We sure know how to have 
fun! On July 14, Hadassah 
Charlotte held its first-ever vir-
tual Bingo Fundraiser Extrava-
ganza via Zoom for members, 
friends, and family. There were 
gift card giveaways for winners 
and lots of laughs to go around. 
We’re already looking forward 
to our next virtual bingo games. 
Lunch and Learn

Do you love book clubs but 
never have time to finish the 
book? Interested in hearing from 
authors about their writing pro-
cess or where they get their ideas? 
Hadassah Charlotte’s Lunch and 
Learn program may be the per-
fect fit for you. The group reads 
and discusses short stories of 
Jewish interest. They also invite 
the authors to talk about their 
craft and their books.

The next story is “Straps and 
Boxes” from the book Many 
Seconds Into the Future by John 
J. Clayton. Lunch and Learn
meets at 11:45 a.m. on the third
Friday of the month. The next
discussion is on Friday, August
21. While the group usually
meets at Temple Israel, they are
currently having their discus-
sions via Zoom.

For additional information, 
please email Amalia Warshen-
brot at amalialma@att.net or 
Linda Levy at levyollie@aol. 
com . The discussions are con-
ducted in a positive, relaxing at-
mosphere, so come to meet new 
people and make new friends.

These are just a few of the 
things Hadassah Charlotte is 
doing. Want to join us? Please 
contact June Hirschmann at 
jshirschmann@gmail.com.  
or Karen Hauser at klh2603@ 
gmail.com for membership in-
formation, or go directly to our 
website at www.Hadassah.org. 

Hampton Inn & Suites SouthPark at Phillips Place, 
Charlotte, NC  28210    7043195700

www.hamptonsouthpark.com

SouthPark at Phillips Place

w Featuring 124 beautifully decorated guest
rooms and suites conveniently located

in Phillips Place
w Complimentary amenities include:

Hot breakfast, internet access,
transportation to Shalom Park

w Hospitality Suite
w Great Room: Special rates available for

Friday night dinner

For more information, contact: Pamela.Haythe@hilton.com

Where Families 
Come Together
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Hadassah Continues 
Providing Engaging 
Online Programs

Join Hadassah Charlotte for our next 
Lunch and Learn 
where we will discuss “Straps and Boxes” from the book 
Many Seconds into the Future by John J. Clayton. 
August 21, 11:45 a.m.
Amalia Warshenbrot at Amalialma@att.net 
or Linda Levy at levyollie@aol.com

https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/cltsphx-hampton-suites-charlotte-south-park-at-phillips-place/?SEO_id=GMB-HP-CLTSPHX
https://www.malakjewelers.com/
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How do you engage 98 chil-
dren in meaningful and experi-
ential programming to celebrate 
the Jewish holidays when you 
can no longer be together?  Just 
three days after our school-wide 
Purim celebration and Seudah 
we entered the world of remote 
learning. We quickly and fever-
ishly adopted our growth mind-
set mode, and worked to reimag-
ine our school programming 
for the remainder of the school 
year. Afterall, we are Charlotte 

Jewish Day School (CJDS), and 
Pesach Yom Haatz’maut, Lag 
B’omer, and Shavuot were all 
just around the corner!

Here is a snapshot of the spe-
cial celebrations of the year:

Passover: CJDS created Pe-
sach EXTREME using the APP 
GooseChase. This was a virtual 
scavenger hunt for our students 
and families. Each of the 21 
challenges was oriented around 
the Passover story, and the an-
swers were submitted online.  
Challenges varied from acting 
out some of the plagues, to how 
to creating something to keep 
baby Moshe afloat in water, to 
building a pyramid wall of cups.  
Not only our students, but most 
of their families joined in the 
game. 

Yom H’aatzmaaut: To cel-
ebrate Israeli Independence 
Day all of the students and staff 
dressed up in blue and white or 
their special Israeli clothes.  As 
a culmination of their year-long 
project of a “virtual” trip to Is-
rael and learning about many 
different cities, each third grad-
er made a short video presenta-
tion along with slides that were 
shared at a school-wide assem-
bly. 

Lag B’Omer: Families were 
asked to think creatively and 
submit something about the 
customs and meaning of the 
Lag B’omer celebration.  The 
responses were so creative, 
from baked cakes to video of 
campfires, bows and arrows, 
and re-enactments!

Shavuot: 49 days after Pass-
over we celebrated the holiday 
of Shavuot and the giving of the 
Torah to the Jewish People with 
a drive-by activity where chil-
dren got out of their cars, one 
family at a time, and had to go 
through a short obstacle course 
to get to the 12 foot high Mount 
Sinai.  The students made flow-
ers at home as part of an art 
project with Ms. Lerner and 
brought them to tape onto the 
mountain.  They then had their 
picture taken with Moshe! 

While we can’t wait for the 
time when we are able to re-
sume our school-wide assem-
blies and celebrate together, 
through thinking outside of the 
box and keeping the goal of pro-
viding a meaningful and expe-
riential opportunity for the chil-
dren, CJDS continues to deliver 
our mission.
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~ SCHOOLS ~

Reimagining School Programming
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By Danielle McLaughlin
At Charlotte Jewish Pre-

school (CJP), we are integrating 
methods to teach our students 
and families ways to embrace 
and associate Jewish values in 
our everyday life. Even when 
life takes us for an unexpected 
twist and turn, we find oppor-
tunities to embrace our Jewish 
values and provide the same 
devotion and appreciation we 
would in the class environment 
when we are outside of the 
school.

When COVID-19 closed our 
doors for the remainder of the 
2020 schedule, this was an op-
portunity to embrace the value 
of Hachnasat Orchim — wel-
coming visitors or welcoming 
people into our homes. Each 
year our Judaica specialist 
shares the story of Abraham 
and Sarah and the hospitali-
ty they showed to their guests. 
We teach our students that one 
of the kindest things we can do 
is open our homes and provide 
care to others. How are our 
teachers and CJP family doing 
this during COVID-19? 

Teachers have been hosting 
Zoom circles with their classes 
each day and inviting our class-
es of students, siblings, parents, 
and caretakers into our homes. 
We welcome our young guests, 
and they also have welcomed 
us into their homes. We share 
our homes through completing 
activities, sharing materials vir-
tually, and providing our young 
guests with show-&-share op-
portunities. We have planning 
meetings each week to brain-
storm ways to create a welcom-
ing environment and model for 
the community we serve. As ed-
ucators, it is our responsibility 
to be role models that embrace 
a welcoming community. While 
we have given examples in the 
classroom setting throughout 
the year, the virtual setting has 
offered an opportunity, as ed-
ucators, to model hospitality 
and has allowed our children to 
experience it in their everyday 
lives. 

We still embrace the value  
learning, as we educate our-
selves and those around us on 
the best ways to stay connected 
as a community in this virtual 
environment.  Another way we 
applied Hachnasat Orchim and 
kept the students connected to 
the school as a whole is through 
our CJP Teachers YouTube chan-
nel. Not only could teachers 
share with their own students, 

but they could also share with 
students of all ages and wel-
come them into their homes 
while teaching and exploring. 
Teachers used their own kitch-
ens, backyards, families, and 
even pets as part of the experi-
ence of welcoming each other 
within the CJP community. We 
have missed the time togeth-
er in the class, but found ways 
to reimagine the education we 
provide to our families through 
real-life experiences while cap-
turing curiosity, engagement, 

and commitment in our homes.
One of the largest commu-

nity-based experiences through 
our time at home was our Face-
book Live Moving Up ceremo-
ny. Each and every CJP family 
could join our CJP home for a 
celebration. Our Moving Up 
ceremony is usually a celebra-
tion with our full-day and half-
day fours and TK program and 
their families. This year we 
were able to share this special 
ceremony with the entire school 
and families even far away. This 

has brought a new sense of ap-
preciation and a new perspec-
tive on how we can open our-
selves to the community, remain 
welcoming, and stay connected. 

While these were uncertain 
times, we feel even more con-
nected to our classes and the 
families that make Charlotte 
Jewish Preschool so special. 
We have reimagined education, 
a developed a new sense of 
gratitude, and will continue be-
ing innovative to keep our CJP 
community together no matter 

what happens. We appreciate 
our families for helping make 
this school year possible and for 
welcoming us into their homes 
each day. 
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Models of Hachnasat Orchim
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The staff and children at the Jewish Preschool on 
Sardis are absolutely thrilled to be back in the loving 
environment that is JPS. While enjoying the quiet 
summer, we are gearing up for a wonderful school 
year and are excited to see everyone in the fall. 
Wishing everyone a happy and healthy summer!

We’re back at Jewish Preschool on Sardis

Water play is our favorite!

Leo is busily pasting his flower to-
gether.

Toddlers gear up for July 4th with red, white, and 
blue art!

How high can we build this tower?

Hanging out with friends.

We are learning that Hashem created the 
world in 6 days. On day #2 He separated the 
sky from the water. We made fluffy cloud art.
We love Judacia!

https://jpskids.org/
https://jpskids.org/


At the Stan Greenspon Cen-
ter at Queens University, we 
are proud to offer meaningful 
and relevant Jewish educational 
opportunities and avenues for 
advocacy for those who want to 
create a more just world. Read 
on for ways to get involved with 
us. 

As Jews, we have always 
learned through questioning and 
debate. Here are some questions 
that we have recently heard 
from our community: Why 
are the majority of the more 
than 129,000 people who have 
died of COVID-19 (at the time 
of this article’s submission) 
Black? Why were there national 
and global protests in the wake 
of the murders of Ahmaud Ar-
bery in Georgia, Breonna Taylor 
in Kentucky, and George Floyd 
in Minnesota, and how long will 
they continue? Is this push for 
racial justice different than be-
fore? Why and how should I get 
engaged as a Jew?

We invite you to join us in 
exploring the many answers to 
these questions.
Coffee and Conversation 
Program 
“Why should I, as a Jew, sup-
port the Black Lives Matter 
movement?” Rabbi Judy Schin-
dler, Sklut Professor of Jewish 

Studies at Queens University 
will help us explore this topic, 
so bring your coffee (or favorite 
beverage) and questions. Jews 
walked beside people of color 
during the 1960’s Civil Rights 
movement. Learn why Jews 
should, once again, be passion-
ate partners in the struggle to-
wards racial equity and justice. 
Learn what you can do to cre-
ate a legacy, individually and as 
part of the Jewish community, 
of which you will be proud.

Wednesday evening, August 5 
at 5 p.m. or for a lunch break on 
Thursday, August 6 at noon.
White Fragility Book White Fragility Book 
Discussion Discussion 

For too long, white people For too long, white people 
have avoided honestly discuss-
ing the ways in which they con-
tribute to the racial oppression 
in our country. In her book, 
White Fragility: Why It’s So 
Hard for White People to Talk 
About Racism, Dr. Robin Di-
Angelo invites us to take a look 
at white behaviors that sustain 
racial inequality and prevent 
meaningful dialogue and move-
ment toward a more just society. 
Led by Donna Tarney in part-
nership with the Queens Depart-
ment of Diversity, Inclusion, 
and Community Engagement, 
that is exactly what we will do! 

Whether you are already in-
volved in this work, are brand 
new to this idea, or are skeptical 
about the reality of white privi-
lege, you are welcome. All that 
we ask is that you arrive ready 
to share and listen. August 20 
and 27, September 3, 6:30 p.m.-
7:30 p.m.

Visit our events page for 
more information: 
www.stan-greensponcenter.org/
events/Restorative Justice 
Teach-Ins

The Greenspon Center is 
committed to restorative jus-
tice in Charlotte. We helped 
to create a new 
organization called Restorative 
Justice CLT. This organization 
seeks to enact transparent, 
accountable, and sustainable 
projects to redress the history 
of discriminatory practices 
and policies in Char-lotte-
Mecklenburg. Together we 
work to achieve these goals. To 
learn more about how you can 
be part of the transformative 
change needed to right historic 
wrongs, register to attend one 
of our Tuesday Virtual Teach-
Ins. Each session offers a 
variety of community speakers 
— from preachers of color 
and commu-nity leaders to 
grassroots orga-nizers to 
legislative experts who have 
drafted resolutions that call 
for and enact change. 

Beyond Oy Vey — Begin-
ning Yiddish with Reb Tzaytl 
(Rabbi Tracy Klirs)

Did you fall in love with Sht-
isel? Do you get all farklempt 
when you hear Bai mir Bis-
tu Shein? Do you kvell when 
you hear Anderson Cooper say 
chutzpah?  It’s time to learn to 
speak Yiddish with local Yid-
dish mayven, Reb Tzaytl! Using 
a combination of an interactive 
online program, games, music, 
and Yiddish proverbs, curses, 
and insults, Beyond Oy Vey  
will help you farshtey dozens of 
Yiddish words and expressions, 

and maybe even speak enough 
to make your Bubbe’s Bubbe 
plotz fun nakhes!! So,nu,what 
are you waiting for already?

Please join us for a virtual 
lunch-and-learn on Tuesdays 
from noon to 1 p.m. October 6 - 
December 29. Cost is $180 and 
material will be provided. 

To get involved with our 
work, contact info@greenspon-
center.org. 
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The Shalom Park Freedom 
School, a six-week literacy and 
enrichment summer program 
for underprivileged children in 
grades K-5 normally housed 
on our Shalom Park campus, 
adopted a new approach to try 
to meet the needs of scholars 
while still maintaining health 
and safety standards during the 
current pandemic.. Under the 
leadership of Freedom School 
Partners, registered children are 
invited to participate in the Free-
dom School RESPONSE pro-
gram. Freedom School Partners 
will operate eleven drive-thru 
RESPONSE sites throughout 
Charlotte. The program is de-
signed so that scholars and their 
families will use these drive-thru 
locations to receive weekly lit-
eracy packets, enrichment activ-
ities, books, food (from Second 
Harvest Food Bank), and toilet-
ries. 

Students from Huntingtowne 
Farms and Sterling Elementary 
schools (the schools in faith-
based partnerships with Tem-
ple Israel and Temple Beth El) 
will be invited to the drive-th-
ru RESPONSE site at Forest 
Hills Church, which is in close 
proximity to the neighborhoods 
served by those schools. The 

drive-thru sites will operate on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
June 29-July 31. Students will 
also be invited to attend two 
Fun Friday in-person events. 
Fun Fridays will be an opportu-
nity for the scholars to sing and 
cheer and experience a little of 
the Freedom School magic and 
camaraderie, while adhering to 
safety guidelines. 

 Behind the scenes, our  Sha-
lom Park community has been 
busy preparing for the program 
by donating books and supplies 
and volunteering at the Freedom 
School Partners warehouse. 
Our Shalom Park Teen Board, 
composed of high school stu-
dents, will support the program 
by fundraising, running a sup-
ply drive, and pen-palling with 
Freedom School scholars.   

Although this summer looks 
very different than previous 
years, our Shalom Park Free-
dom School remains committed 
to helping at risk children over-
come summer learning loss. The 
Shalom Park Freedom School 
Steering Committee is already 
looking forward to the summer 
of 2021 when we will hopefully 
welcome back all of the Shalom 
Park scholars for a full on-site 
program with in-person literacy 

activities, exciting enrichment 
programs, swim lessons, and 
nutritious breakfasts and lunch-
es!

Have you been wondering 
what you can do to help level 
the education gap in our com-
munity?  Is reading something 
that you are passionate about?  
Do you want to help the children 
of our future?  We are currently 
looking for people to join the 
Shalom Park Freedom School 
Steering Committee. We have 
an amazing group of people that 
are committed to Tikkun Olam 
and repairing the world. If you 
are interested, please contact 
Annie Lord at anniehlord@
gmail.com or Margaret Musa 
at mmusa@carolina.rr.com. We 
would love to talk with you! 

The Stan Greenspon Center: Judaism and Racial Justice

Shalom Park Freedom School: 
A New Approach This Summer
Programs Online

~ COMMUNITY NEWS ~
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of $10 or more

with this ad

Mike Sadri
Arboretum Shopping Center

7045415099
fax: 7045415989
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We are spending more time 
at home than ever, which means 
more packaging waste is hitting 
your curbside bins. But when 
you toss something in the re-
cycling, do you know that it is 
recyclable, or are you just hop-
ing that it is? There have been 
so many recent changes to the 
“rules of recycling,” it can be 
hard to keep track. 

The collection at your home 
is the responsibility of the mu-

nicipality in which you live. In 
this article we have presented 
information about Mecklenburg 
County recycling. If you do not 
reside in Mecklenburg County, 
be sure to check the rules where 
you live. These quick tips will 
help you recycle right.

Acceptable items for curb-
side recycling pick up (accord-
ing to the City of Charlotte):
• Plastic Bottles with necks
only — like water bottles or

milk jugs
• Milk Cartons and Juice Boxes
• Empty Aerosol Cans
• Aluminum and Steel Cans
• Boxboard - Cereal Boxes
• Cardboard Boxes (no larger
than 3 feet x 3 feet)
• Pizza Boxes that are clean
— this mean no grease, food or
liners
• Magazines
• Glass bottles and Jars
• Paper and Junk Mail
• Newspaper

Due to a lack of viable mar-
kets for open top plastic con-
tainers, Mecklenburg County 
updated its list of acceptable 
recyclable items in 2019 to in-
clude only plastic bottles with 
necks. This means you can no 
longer recycle open top tubs 
and lids, plastic toys, clamshell 
packaging, pill bottles, yogurt 
cups, plastic cups and plas-
ticware. Styrofoam is never re-
cyclable.

If you hate throwing these 
items in the trash bin as much 
as we do, consider source re-
duction. Source reduction, also 
known as waste prevention 
or pollution prevention, is the 
elimination of waste before it 
is created. Quite simply, if you 
can’t reuse or recycle it, don’t 
buy it, or buy less of it. Look for 
alternate packaging wherever 
possible.

While Mecklenburg County 
has a robust recycling program, 
there are still things you should 
never put in your curbside recy-

cling cart. What can you do with 
these non-recyclable items?

Food waste: Consider com-
posting.

Plastic bags: These can be 
recycled at your local grocery 
store. Even better, bring your 
own reusable bags to the gro-
cery store, eliminating plastic 
bags altogether.

Wire hangers: Many dry 
cleaners will gladly accept wire 
hangers for reuse.

Stuffed animals, hardback 
books, clothing, and shoes: 
Don’t trash these items, do-
nate instead. The Mecklenburg 
County Compost Central Re-
cycling Center has specific bins 
where they collect books for re-
cycling.

Batteries: These can be tak-
en to a Mecklenburg County 
full-service recycling center or 
collected through a home use 
bucket battery collection ser-
vice.

Light bulbs: These can be 
taken to a Mecklenburg Coun-
ty full-service recycling center; 
some home improvement stores 
will also collect fluorescent and 
CFL bulbs.

Medicine: Follow the FDA 
guidelines for drug disposal. 
There are numerous drop off 
sites including Charlotte Meck-
lenburg Police Department 
stations; some drug stores also 
have collection boxes.

Electronics: These can be 
taken to a Mecklenburg Coun-
ty full-service recycling center; 

Best Buy and Goodwill Indus-
tries locations also offer on lo-
cation electronics recycling col-
lection.

Not everything can be recy-
cled; just because we wish it to 
be recyclable does not mean it 
can be. “Wishcycling,” or plac-
ing non-recyclable materials 
into the recycling bin leads to 
recycling contamination which 
has serious economic and en-
vironmental impacts. Difficult 
as it may be, it is better to trash 
the item than to contaminate 
a whole load. Mecklenburg 
County uses the slogan “When 
in Doubt, Leave it Out.” Check 
out www.recyclemorenc.org and 
the City of Charlotte’s Waste 
Wizard tool for more informa-
tion on how you can be a recy-
cle right advocate.

If you are interested in learn-
ing more about Shalom Green, 
visit our website at www.sha-
lomgreenCLT.org. Like us on 
Facebook, follow us on Twitter 
and Instagram @ShalomGreen_ 
CLT.
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MEG D. GOLDSTEIN
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

ESTATE PLANNINIG,
ESTATE AND TRUST ADMINISTRATION,

PRE-MARITAL AGREEMENTS,
CHARITABLE PLANNING AND ENTITIES,
GENERAL CORPORATE AND TAX LAW,

BUSSINESS SUCCESSION PLANNING

5401 LANCELOT DRIVE

CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 28270

704.756.3626

MGOLDSTEIN@MGOLDLAW.COM

WWW.MGOLDLAW.COM

www.vrbbcharlotte.com

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered
through representatives of Lincoln Financial Services,
member SIPC. Lincoln Financial Services and 
L2 Financial are not related. LFS1568750081116

Larry Horowitz, CLU, ChFC
L2 Financial

15720 Brixham Hall Ave., Ste 575
Charlotte, NC 28277

7046097505    larry.horowitz@skype  
www.L2financial.com

Helping in the CREATION, PRESERVATION 
& DISTRIBUTION of your Estate

John and I both enjoyed a 
strong connection to the Jewish 
community, even though our 
childhoods were quite different. 
I grew up in Flint, Michigan 
which was a small town with a 
very small Jewish community. 
My family belonged to a Con-
servative synagogue where I 
attended close to eight hours of 
religious school each week un-
til I was a Bat Mitzvah. There 
were just a few Jewish kids my 
age, but we had lots of Jewish 
education. John was born and 
raised in northern New Jersey. 

His family was less observant 
than mine, but he says being 
Jewish in his hometown was “in 
the air,” it was so common. 

John and I met through mutu-
al friends in New York City and 
lived in the area for eight years 
after we were married. Our jour-
ney to Charlotte was quite ran-
dom. Soon after we decided that 
we wanted a better work/life 
balance, John found an opportu-
nity with a Charlotte-based law 
firm. Two months later, we were 
looking for a home and have 
never looked back. 

In 1996, the Charlotte Jew-
ish community embraced us 
completely and was an imme-
diate source of comfort for our 
family. For me, it felt like a 
bigger, better version of what 
I had known in Michigan. On 
day one, we met friends by the 
JCC pool and at a barbecue.  To 
this day, those people are still 
some of our closest friends. 
We enrolled our children in the 
Jewish Preschool on Sardis and 
joined the first class of the Ber-
nstein Leadership Group. Odd-
ly enough, we have felt more 
Jewish in Charlotte than we 

ever had living in the New York 
area, and the Jewish community 
continues to be a focal point of 
our volunteer efforts. John and 
I both served on the boards of 
the Levine Jewish Communi-
ty Center and the Federation. I 
chaired the Federation’s wom-
en’s campaign and the Lion of 
Judah division.

John and I both feel eternal-
ly grateful to Jewish Charlotte 
for paving the way for us to en-
joy rich and fulfilling lives. We 
moved here without friends and 
family, and this community has 
given us lifelong friendships 
and our forever home. We cre-
ated our Jewish legacy because 
we wanted to help to sustain the 
organizations which are so im-
portant to us and our children. 
We hope our gift will allow fu-
ture generations to experience 
the many benefits we have en-
joyed since we arrived.  

Bal Taschit and Beyond: Recycle Right Programs Online

Meet Gail and John Baron
Book of Life Society Members 
and their Jewish Legacy

http://www.recyclemorenc.org
http://www.sha-lomgreenCLT.org
http://www.sha-lomgreenCLT.org
http://www.sha-lomgreenCLT.org
http://www.L2financial.com
mailto:MGOLDSTEIN@MGOLDLAW.COM
http://www.vrbbcharlotte.com
https://shalomgreenclt.org/
https://www.fftc.org/fcjc


By Jill Lipson
On March 13, the Levine 

Jewish Community Center 
(LJCC) committed wholly and 
uncompromisingly to commu-
nity health, making the lead-
ership decision to suspend its 
normal operations. Oasis staff 
met that day in person, and over 
the past 100+ days never missed 
a beat! Immediately the Oasis 
staff, led by Director of Senior 
and Adult Programs Jill Lipson, 
created call lists for staff. The 
dedicated LJCC staff continual-
ly made 75 wellness calls each 
week, checking on the mem-
bers of our senior community 
— our friends. Soon it became 
apparent that COVID-19 would 
last longer than originally an-
ticipated and that Oasis wasn’t 

returning to the building quick-
ly, so the staff gathered critical 
information during their calls. 
They asked questions such as, 
“Do you have a computer-PC 
or Mac? Do you have a smart-
phone, flip phone? iPhone or 
Android? Do you use Facebook, 
FaceTime, WhatsApp?” And so 
the conversations proceeded be-
cause the staff had to gauge the 
best way to expand communi-
cations with our senior partici-
pants.

What happened next was sur-
prising and encouraging. The 
staff learned that the seniors 
were more tech-savvy and con-
nected than expected! Many 
had smartphones and a comput-
er. Most used email and want-
ed to learn how to use Zoom. 

It was an incredible discovery. 
So, little by little, the Oasis 
staff helped on-board the se-
niors to Zoom, making personal 
calls to walk them through the 
steps and, when necessary, even 
reached out to their children for 
help. A few weeks later, Oasis 
participants had a Zoom test, 
and … It. Was. Magical! After 
two months of not seeing their 
friends’ faces, the Oasis seniors 
were connected once again in 
a different way, and it was so 
much fun.

Since that first Zoom test, 
Oasis has increased its online 
programming, offering exercise, 
bingo, Shabbat song sessions, a 
book club, Coffee and Conver-
sation, History’s Mysteries, Ex-
ercise of the Mind, trivia, cho-

rus, and many other 
programs, including 
a walking tour of the 
city of Hod Hasharon 
in Israel by former 
Schlicha Inbal Oze-
ri! Oasis is offering 
a variety of offerings 
to cater to a diverse 
audience. If someone 
doesn’t like bingo or 
exercise, maybe there 
is something else they 
will enjoy that week. 

We have quickly 
been reminded of that 
which is most import-
ant — the most vul-

nerable and isolated members 
of our community need to en-
gage, have fun, socialize, and 
stay connected with one anoth-
er. In a time when technology 
is needed most, those who have 
traditionally been afraid of it 
are now embracing it, tapping 
into skills that keep our minds 
active, helping to ward off de-
mentia, depression, and anxiety. 
There is lots of laughter on the 
Zoom calls, and we all need a 
lot of that right now during this 
challenging time. For those who 
don’t use technology, Oasis staff 
continue to make weekly well-
ness check calls, and they con-
tinue to send out regular emails 
with programming information 
and links to articles, artwork, 
poetry, and more.

Of equal importance to the 
Oasis virtual programming, the 
LJCC committed to ensuring 
our seniors’ food security. The 
staff makes bi-weekly meal de-
liveries to participants living 
alone or with children who are 
themselves seniors, and who 
ate lunch with Oasis prior to 
COVID-19. To date, Oasis has 
delivered over 2,500 meals to 30 
unique individuals, all with the 
help of a grant from the COVID 
Response Fund (United Way 
of the Central Carolinas/The 
Foundation of the Carolinas) 
and in partnership with local-
ly-owned businesses such as FS 

Food Group, Phil’s Deli, Izzy’s 
Catering, and Foster-Caviness. 
The benefits of the meal deliv-
eries are two-fold — seniors get 
to see friendly faces in person 
during meal deliveries, and they 
are also kept safer by not having 
to frequent food establishments.

The continuity of services be-
ing offered by Oasis during this 
pandemic would not be possible 
without the ongoing support of 
LJCC members keeping their 
memberships active, grantors 
such as the Carolinas Founda-
tion for Jewish Seniors, Stanley 
P. Greenspon, and other gener-
ous donors/sponsors. Keeping
seniors safe, healthy, and en-
gaged has always been Oasis’ 
top priority. Now, more than
ever, making those things hap-
pen is critical to the lifeline of
those most vulnerable, and we,
as a community, have come to-
gether to make it happen.

For more information about 
how to support Oasis during this 
critical time, please contact Jill 
Lipson at jill.lipson@charlotte-
jcc.org.  
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You’re Never Too Old to Learn Something New
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For 96 years B’nai B’rith 
Youth Organization (BBYO) 
has offered so much to Jewish 
teens — leadership opportuni-
ties, friendships, a connection 
to Judaism, an opportunity to 
improve the world, opportuni-
ties to travel, and a place to just 
have fun! COVID-19 has not 
deterred BBYO from continu-
ing to meet our mission to con-
nect Jewish teens. Within days 
of the COVID-19 shutdown, 
BBYO created and began pro-
gramming virtually on our new 

platform, “BBYO on Demand.” 
Since mid-March, hundreds of 
chapter and national programs 
have been taking place virtual-
ly and over 75,000 teens have 
been engaged. These programs 
have included beautiful Shabbat 
experiences, top notch speak-
ers, video game tournaments, 
mental health awareness pro-
grams, and much more. There 
have been online programs for 
parents as well as special events 
planned exclusively for BBYO 
members. The pandemic also 

disrupted our traditional sum-
mer programs. Again, BBYO 
rose to the occasion and rede-
signed our signature leadership 
programs to an online format.  
Over 500 teens are signed up 
to participate. Feedback from 
the first sessions have been in-
credibly positive. The health 
and safety of our members and 
staff is our number one priority 
as planning for the next school 
year begins. As our policies are 
finalized, we will continue to 
communicate what program-

ming will look like as school 
begins. 

Charlotte BBYO has over 
220 members in four chapters 
— two for Alephs (boys) and 
two for BBGs (girls). The chap-
ters have traditionally met on 
Tuesday nights at the Levine 
JCC from 7:00 p.m.-8:30p.m. 
along with some weekend pro-
gramming (conventions and 
sleepovers). With the guidance 
of their chapter advisors, BBYO 
teens plan and implement all 
aspects of their programming. 
Our newly elected chapter pres-
idents want you to get to know 
their chapters. 

Mickey Barak Aberman 
AZA Godol (President) Jacob 
Russak 

Our chapter is built for young 
Jewish males looking for a 
way to grow, both as a part of 
the Charlotte Jewish commu-
nity and as young men. BBYO 
gives us a perfect platform to 
create lifelong friendships and 
teach skills that help Alephs 
grow into young men through 
exciting programs. Our chapter 
utilizes sports and competition 
to teach teens Jewish values and 
life skills as well as create in-
credible relationships with oth-
er Jews from Charlotte and all 
over the world.

Hank Greenberg AZA 
Godol (President) Sam Baum-
stein 

Hank Greenberg AZA #60104 
is more than just a group of 
guys who hang out on Tuesday 
nights. It is a fraternity of young 
Jewish men that make memo-
ries and have a brotherhood that 
lasts a lifetime. Whether it is by 
playing fruit baseball, having 
chapter sleepovers, or crowning 
a pancake king, Hank is a group 
that loves to have fun while 
connecting with our Judaism. 
Hank Greenberg is always look-
ing for new members (eighth 
graders-seniors) to welcome 
into BBYO.  

Ohavim BBG N’siah (Pesi-
dent) Anya Dippold

We’re Ohavim BBG #418! 
Our mascot is Ariel from the 
little mermaid and our chapter 
cookie is the snickerdoodle! We 
love spending time together, 
learning about our Jewish heri-
tage, and other fun things! We 
pride ourselves on our inclusivi-
ty and building leadership skills 
for all our members and board. 
We are super excited for the up-
coming year!! 

Chai Chaverim BBG N’si-
ah (President) Zoe Wojnowich

We are Chai Chaverim BBG 
#1548-552. Our chapter mascot 
is Minnie Mouse and we are 
currently thriving at 88 mem-
bers strong. This past year was 
fantastic for our chapter. We had 
meaningful weekly programs, 
welcomed many new members, 
celebrated Shabbat and created 
a strong sisterhood throughout 
our chapter. While we are sad to 
have ended the year on such an 
unexpected note, we look for-
ward to this coming school year 
and all that our chapter offers. 

BBYO will be programming 
this fall, both virtual and hope-
fully in person. We are welcom-
ing new members in 8th – 12th 
grade. For more information, 
please email charlotte@bbyo.
org. 
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Premier Concierge  
Property Management

www. roskindhomes . com

Hunter Roskind
Realtor®/Broker

If you or anyone you know have 
a property in need of a property 

manager, please call me at:

980.288.5616
hroskind@gmail.com

Richard Roskind
Realtor®/Broker
LICENSED IN NC & SC

704.905.6175
rcroskind@aol.com

Brokerage 
Residential & Commercial

Dr. Scott Menaker and Dr. Tricia Rodney are excited to welcome Dr. Kevin   
Berman as an associate dentist in our practice.   Kevin brings all the attributes 
that our practice strives for – great interpersonal skills, a patient-centered focus, 
empathy and compassion, and a deep commitment to excellence. Kevin grew 
up in Charlotte, and at Shalom Park, and joins us after graduating from the         
University of Kentucky School of Dentistry.

Kevin and our practice are accepting new 
patients.  We look forward to welcoming you 
and friends to the Smilecharlotte family for a 

full range of general dental services, with 
an emphasis on state-of-the-art, digitally 

enhanced care in a safe environment.

2711 Randolph Road, Suite 205, Charlotte, NC 28207 * 704-377-2503 * Info@smilecharlotte.com

Dr. Kevin Berman, DMD, 
Joins Smilecharlotte Dentistry

BBYO Leaders Introduce Their Chapters
~ YOUTH VISIONS ~

BBYO brings teens together from across the south.

mailto:Info@smilecharlotte.com
mailto:hroskind@gmail.com
mailto:rcroskind@aol.com
http://www.roskindhomes.com
https://smilecharlotte.com/
https://richardroskind.allentate.com/
https://bbyo.org/become-a-member?gclid=CjwKCAjwgdX4BRB_EiwAg8O8Hbbh9OlNPKU_7DOahPhs4Z22hHmwMkN-EcrCg1nQx26qAbRZKwJbexoCS-QQAvD_BwE


The COVID-19 pandem-
ic impacted summer plans for 
many Jewish teens. Hebrew 
High students were no excep-
tion.  As a community of teach-
ers, students, and parents, how 
could we expand the sense of 
Jewish community and main-
tain it even when we couldn’t 
be physically together?

The answer — the virtual He-
brew High Summer Series!  We 
wanted to give back in a mean-
ingful way by providing pro-
grams that our rising 8th-12th 
graders could sign up for.  The 
Summer Series offered a myriad 
of choices that were entertain-
ing, educational, and engaging. 
We also wanted to help the par-
ents of our teens, so all our sum-
mer programs were offered free 
of charge.

The Summer Series was 
about having a fun summer, and 
something scheduled to look 
forward to. With programs that 
included scavenger hunts, cook-
ing classes, trivia games, com-
edy shows, and more, we were 
able to provide a break from the 
disappointment teens faced with 
camps being cancelled, being 

isolated from friends, and not 
being able to get out. The Sum-
mer Series offers that opportuni-
ty virtually.

Most Wednesday evenings 
from 7-8 p.m., teens and their 
families were able to Zoom 
with Hebrew High’s Summer 
Series lineup. Thank you to all 
students who joined the fun and 
for allowing us the opportunity 
to come into your homes. Com-
munity is just another word for 
family at Hebrew High.

As we look toward the 2020-
2021 school year, we are work-
ing on the optimal plan to keep 
our students and teachers safe 
and healthy. We just can’t pre-
dict if we will begin the year 
holding classes in person on 
Shalom Park, online, or a mix 
of the two, but we do know that 
Hebrew High will continue to 
provide the warm and engag-
ing classes you expect, regard-
less of the format. Registration 
is now open for this upcoming 
school year and we hope you 
will join us! Please visit www. 
hebrewhigh.org to learn more 
and sign up! 

By Dave Press, 
Moishe House 
Senior Director of Advanecment

For some people, the 
COVID-19 pandemic forced 
life to slow down and become 
simpler. However, for Josh Kin-
dler, the past few months have 
been a whirlwind. 

Originally from Raleigh, Kin-
dler graduated from Appala-
chian State University in May 
with a degree in computer sci-
ence where he was an active 
participant in Hillel. Shortly 
thereafter, he ramped up his ef-
forts to land a job and start his 
career. He was soon offered a 
position as a software develop-
er at a company in Charlotte, a 
city where he knew less than a 
handful of people, and was told 
that he was scheduled to start in 
his new role in just a couple of 
weeks.

 “Moving quickly to a new 
city where I knew hardly any-
one in the midst of a pandem-
ic, I could have looked into 
living by myself in a studio or 
one-bedroom apartment,” Kin-
dler said. “But I knew that if I 
did that, especially right now, 
it would have been easy to fall 
into the trap of not branching 
out and meeting new people, 
which would have been incredi-
bly lonely and isolating.”

 That’s when he discovered 
that Moishe House Charlotte 
was looking for a new resident.

 Kindler grew up attending 
Camp Ramah Darom and served 
as a songleader and madrich 
(mentor) at his synagogue while 
in high school. “Young Jewish 
communities have been an ele-

ment of my life every step of the 
way, and have informed much 
of my social development. I was 
excited about the idea of being 
able to create programs that 
serve to connect young adults to 
each other and build the Jewish 
community.”

 In June, he quickly applied 
and was accepted to move in 
and join the existing group of 

Moishe House residents, con-
sisting of Caleb Seidler, Calvin 
Newman, and Daniel Rich, who 
live together as housemates in 
a rented home in NoDa. In ex-
change for hosting at least four 
programs each month for oth-
er 20-something young adults, 
they receive a rent subsidy, a 
monthly program budget, and 
access to leadership training and 
Jewish educational resources. 
Programming typically ranges 
from Shabbat dinners, Jewish 
cultural programs, and holiday 
celebrations to Jewish learning 

series, social gatherings, and 
volunteering initiatives. Since 
the coronavirus outbreak, how-
ever, Moishe House’s program-
ming has shifted entirely online, 
and although it looks very dif-
ferent, the opportunities to bring 
young Jews together — albeit 
virtually — are of critical im-
portance.

 “Charlotte is a big place,” 
Kindler said. “Lots of people, 
such as myself, move to Char-
lotte from elsewhere and may 
find the experience disorient-
ing. Communities like Moishe 
House help to make the connec-
tions between the established 
community and the new people 
who are finding their place in 
the area.”

 Kindler is looking forward to 
the day when he and his room-
mates can resume in-person 
gatherings. He can’t wait to ex-
plore his new city while helping 
other young professionals who 
are new to Charlotte or return-
ing after college become accli-
mated to what Charlotte has to 
offer and become part of a fun, 
vibrant Jewish community.

 “Although I’m starting my 
Moishe House journey in a 
very chaotic time, it feels very 
grounding and brings a bit of 
order to my life,” said Kindler. 
“In the short time I’ve been in-
volved, I already feel like I’m 
making friends that I can live 
with in the future and build my 
new life around.”

If you’re interested in con-
necting with Josh and others 
from the Moishe House 
commu-nity in Charlotte, 
visit https://
www.facebook.com/
Moishe-HouseCharlotte.  

To learn more about Moishe 
House in Charlotte or the 120+ 

other Moishe House commu-
nities across the globe, contact 
Dave Press, Senior Director of 
Advancement, at dave.press@ 
moishehouse.org, or visit www. 
moishehouse.org.
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Finding Home in the Midst of Chaos

Summer Series at 
Hebrew High

Josh Kindler

“Although I’m 
starting my Moishe 
House journey in a 
very chaotic time, it 
feels very grounding 
and brings order to 
my life.”

  Josh Kindler   

http://www.hebrewhigh.org
http://www.hebrewhigh.org
https://www.facebook.com/Moishe-HouseCharlotte
https://www.facebook.com/Moishe-HouseCharlotte
https://www.facebook.com/Moishe-HouseCharlotte
http://www.moishehouse.org
http://www.moishehouse.org
https://www.levinehearing.com/
https://www.moishehouse.org/
https://www.charlottejewishnews.org/
https://www.hebrewhigh.org/


It’s August, that time of year 
when we would typically talk 
about how best to transition 
back to school. And yet as this 
is being written, no decision has 
been made as to what school will 
look like this year. We are uncer-
tain if students are going back 
full time, part time, learning vir-
tually, or a combination thereof. 
There is even a possibility that 
schools may reopen for a peri-
od of time and then close again, 
temporarily, depending on the 
local environment. Will there 
be regular temperature checks, 
physical distancing, hybrid 
schedules, and restrictions on 
how students eat lunch?  None 
of this has been announced yet. 
And because this is a contin-
uously evolving situation, we 
are required to be flexible and 
ready to adapt as the safety of 
our children (and teachers) is 
most assuredly at the forefront 
of everyone’s minds. 

The one thing you can be 
sure of is that school will not 
look anything like it has in the 
past. Imagine being your child. 
It’s the first day back at school. 
You’ve been away for almost 
half a year and are excited to 

see your friends. Only this go 
around there’s no touching, no 
high-fiving, fist-bumping, or 
hugging — just a wave and 
perhaps a big smile, hidden by 
a mask. A very different expe-
rience and a very individual 
experience as each student has 
been affected by the pandemic 
differently. 

Students, parents, and educa-
tors may all be preparing for 
the same school year, but each 
brings with them their own anx-
ieties, expectations, and pre-
conceived notions. Some may 
have been directly impacted by 
a family member becoming ill 
or dying from the virus; some 
will have experienced financial 
hardships due to a loss of in-
come. Some may still be pro-
cessing unusual family stress, 
and while it may sound cra-
zy, some may be returning to 
school with a completely differ-
ent experience, having enjoyed 
incredible bonding time with 
their family. All bring their di-
verse experiences with them as 
school restarts.

Also of note are the increas-
ing levels of stress many fami-
lies endured while adjusting to 

the “stay at home” mandate. We 
anticipate that issues related to 
the pandemic will become exac-
erbated during back to school, 
which we already know is typ-
ically a highly stressful time. If 
students are physically going 
back to school, they may be 
thinking:
• How will this social distanc-
ing happen?
• Will we still have PE and re-
cess?
• What are the chances I could
catch the virus?
• Do I really have to wear a
mask all day?
• Should I hug my friends?
• How will I re-acclimate to a
new schedule and a new way of
doing school?
• Am I going to miss out on my
next summer break because I
have to make up for all of the
time I was out?
• I’m supposed to graduate this
year, is that still going to be pos-
sible?
These may be just the tip of the
iceberg in terms of anxieties
and fears about the unknown re-
sulting from the pandemic. So,
what am I to do as a parent?

First, the most important 
thing is to recognize and ac-
knowledge that things will be 
different. It is critically import-
ant that you talk with your chil-
dren about the changes. 

For young children, they 
need to understand what will 
be different — that their teacher 
may not hug them, but it doesn’t 
mean they don’t care about them 
anymore; they may not have re-
cess or playtime or be able to 
eat with their friends anymore. 
They need to hear that it is not 
their fault. Let them know the 
changes are so that everyone 
can remain healthy. Provide 
structure at home. Give them a 
routine — same bedtime, meal-
time, homework time, playtime, 
etc. Structure gives young chil-

dren a sense of security when 
they know what to expect. This 
is especially important if they 
are not physically in school 
and still participating in virtual 
classes.

For older students, those con-
versations are equally import-
ant. Let them know that you are 
aware of how challenging the 
situation may be. Ask questions. 
Be patient. Listen to what they 
do and don’t say.  Strategize to-
gether on ways to reduce stress, 
anxiety, and fears. It could be 
as simple as writing in a jour-
nal, listening to music, doing an 
art or craft project. Maybe they 
like cooking, or maybe there is 
a Zoom activity that fits their 
interests.

If they aren’t comfortable 
talking to you, explore who they 
may be comfortable talking to. 
If there are particular stress-
ors at home, be honest and let 
them know what is going on. If 
the family is having financial 
issues, personality clashes, mar-
ital challenges, or other issues, 
talk with your kids as they will 
have already picked up on the 
tension. Acknowledging this is-
sue will help everyone involved. 

Lastly, if your child has an 
existing mental health issue, 
make sure you are connecting 
with a mental health profession-
al. During these times stability 
is easily shaken. Ensure that 
your child is getting the neces-
sary professional support they 
may need to manage this chal-
lenging environment.
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COVID-19 and The Mental Health Implications of 
Returning to School 

With friendship and commu-
nity at our core, it’s important 
for us to stay connected even 
while staying apart. While 
we’re all doing our best to prac-
tice physical distancing, that 
doesn’t mean we have to be so-
cially distant.

It is easy to feel isolat-
ed when we can’t visit with 
friends, and many in-person 
programs have been canceled or 
changed. But, we are still able 
to make these important person-
al connections over the phone 
or online. Friends are there for 
you when you need them most, 
and that’s why we’ve launched 
the “Friends on Call” initiative 
so anyone (even if you’ve not 
previously participated in our 
Friends@Home program) can 
sign up and request a call. 

Would you like to become/
have a Friend on Call? Friends 
on Call are people who will 
make weekly contact with each 
other through FaceTime, Zoom, 
Hangouts, or even a simple 
phone call. As a part of Friends 
on Call, you will be matched 
with someone who shares sim-
ilar interests and is interested 
in forming a social connection. 
We’ll also help arrange a mu-
tual day and time for your call. 
    Interested in Friends on 
Call? Visit 
www.FriendshipCircle- 
NC.org/FOC. You’re just 
a step away from starting a 
truly meaningful friendship.

Friendship Circle is a ben-
eficiary agency of the 
Jewish Federation of Greater 
Charlotte. The Friends on Call 
program is made possible with 
a grant from the Jewish 
Charlotte Emergen-cy Fund. 

Friendship 
Circle 
Introduces 
Friends 
on Call

IS YOUR GARAGE DOOR DUE FOR
TUNE-UP, REPAIR,

INSTALLATION,
OR DESIGN?

WE ARE READY TO ASSIST YOU
IN THIS SEASON

CALL US NOW: 1-844-784-7867

GARAGE DOOR
Installation

OPENERS
Garage Door Openers

REPAIR SERVICE
24*7 No Extra Charge

FREE QUOTE
No Obligation

http://www.FriendshipCircle-NC.org/FOC
http://www.FriendshipCircle-NC.org/FOC
http://www.homeswithcachet.com/
https://friendshipcirclenc.org/


The only thing constant is 
change. Throughout history, 
there has always been change 
— some for good, some for 
bad, some questionable. In 
response to new developments, 
humankind has largely learned 
to adapt. Currently we are in 
the midst of a huge change that 
will leave a permanent mark on 
the way society functions. We 
do not yet know what the “new 
normal” will be, so planning for 
upcoming events like the start 
of Religious School and High 
Holidays is challenging. 

At Temple Kol Ami (TKA), 
we have every intention of 
resuming our religious edu-
cation and observing the High 
Holidays. The hope is for in-
person classes and services, 
but we know that circumstances 
may not allow that. The TKA 
Board and Religious School 
administrators have been 
evaluating our options and are 
ready to face whatever the 
world throws our way!

The administrators and 
teachers of Temple Kol Ami 
have been busy all summer 
investigating distance learning 
platforms in preparation for this 
possibility.  At the end of the 
last school year, we transitioned 
to eLearning due to COVID-19 
and were able to successfully 
complete another year of 
wonderful Jewish education. 
Is your child ready for Hebrew 
School? No matter where they 
are on their path of Jewish 
learning, we can accommodate 
their needs and get them up to 
speed. Our Religious School 
meets three Sundays per month 
from 10 a.m-noon at Walnut 
Grove Christian School in 
Fort Mill, conveniently located 
to the Greater York County/
Ballantyne/South Charlotte area. 
We can accommodate Torah 
Tots through B’nei Mitzvah. We 
hope to have an Open House 
and Ice Cream Social on August 
23 from 10 a.m-noon at Walnut 
Grove; however, we may need 
to switch to a Zoom Open 
House as circumstances dictate. 

Please check our website at 
www.templekolamisc.org or 
contact us at yorksynagogue@
gmail.com for more information. 
Either way, you will have the 
opportunity to speak with our 
amazing staff and have any 
questions you may answered. 

Temple Kol Ami has been 
looking forward with great 
anticipation to welcoming Rabbi 
Bruce Aft to lead us in High 
Holiday services. At the time 
of this writing, it is unknown 
if we will be able to conduct 
services at our sanctuary 
located at Philadelphia United 
Methodist Church in Fort Mill. 
The possibility of virtual High 
Holidays is being examined, 
and a decision will be made 
closer to September. No matter 
what format is utilized, TKA 
will observe meaningful and 
spiritually uplifting Rosh 
Hashana and Yom Kippur 
services. Once again, please 
check our website for details in 
late August/early September. 

Regardless of what the future 
may bring, our commitment to 
Judaism remains unwavering. 
We greatly anticipate a time 
when we can reunite to pray 
and play together as a Jewish 

community. If you live in York 
County or the Ballantyne area, 
Temple Kol Ami might be the 
place for you! We are a warm and 
inclusive Reform congregation 
comprised of Jews from diverse 
backgrounds.  We hope you will 
join us soon (either virtually or 
in-person) and find your Jewish 
home in our community.

The Charlotte Jewish News - August 2020 - Page 15

 Camp Gan Israel Ballantyne Summer 2020 is off to an awe-
some start. Our campers were thrilled to join camp after not 
seeing their friends for over three months.  This year, more than 
ever, camp is a great opportunity for children to create lasting 
friendships and a warm feeling of Jewish pride. Please enjoy 
a glimpse of the fun we’ve had during our first week of camp. 

Why Hire a 
Salesman When
You Can Hire a
Sales Mensch?

ww Free Market Analysis  ww Free MEGA Open House
ww Fire Me Guarantee

ANDY GRIESINGER 4432998946

Dream Home Today. Dream Home Today. 
Your Home Tomorrow.Your Home Tomorrow.

andy@andyre.comwww.SalesMensch.com         

Temple Kol Ami Prepares for Religious 
School and High Holidays 

~ SYNAGOGUES AND CONGREGATIONS ~

Hiked to the top of Crowders 
Mountain

For our first day, we surprised our 
campers with a helicopter dropping 
candies as a special treat

Taking turns with our homemade 
pinata! 

Friends Together Again

“Regardless of 
what the future may 
bring, our 
commitment to 
Judaism remains 
unwavering. We 
greatly anticipate 
a time when we 
can reunite to pray 
and play together 
as a Jewish 
community.”

http://www.templekolamisc.org
http://www.SalesMensch.com
mailto:andy@andyre.com
https://mainstreetins.com/
https://www.templekolamisc.org/
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We are all living through the 
challenges of our current situa-
tion, and Chabad is here to help 
meet the needs of our commu-
nity. 

Chabad of Charlotte and the 
Epstein Family Chabad Center 
for Jewish Life have implement-
ed every precaution to keep our 
participants safe. Classes and 
activities continue with an ex-
citing combination of both vir-
tual and in-person experiences.

Daily prayer allows us to 
come together to cultivate our 
spiritual connections. To pray 
with a minyan is a privilege and 
a responsibility. Once the gov-
ernment permitted small group 
gatherings in North Carolina, 
Chabad (with the approval and 
guidance of the OHT board) 
gradually implemented daily 
services for the community. 
Each morning and evening, 
10-15 people come to recite

Shacharit, Mincha and Maariv 
services, including daily Kad-
dish and Torah readings on 
Mondays and Thursdays. All 
Shabbat services do take place, 
but there is no socializing or 
kiddush lunches. Social dis-
tancing is practiced at all times 
and everyone wears protective 
face coverings. Health ques-
tionnaires and waiver forms are 
required to participate. For in-
formation on minyan or to sign 
up, please contact Chabad at 
704-366-3984 or rabbicohen@
chabadnc.org.

Our campus at the Epstein 
Family Chabad Center for Jew-
ish Life is humming with ac-
tivity, and we are taking every 
precaution to keep our partic-
ipants safe. The Jewish Pre-
school on Sardis is, once again, 
hosting their summer camp with 
many exciting activities for the 
children, both indoors and out-

doors. The children are being 
kept in separate, small groups 
and every health guideline for 
preschool is being followed to 
the T. 

The children are thrilled to 
be back at JPS with their friends 
and teachers! Morah Shterni 
teaching Judaica to a group of 
students.

The Ballantyne Jewish Cen-
ter is hosting its summer camp 
this year at the Selkin Friend-
ship Circle Center. Tents were 
installed to allow both indoor 
and outdoor activities to take 
place with distancing for all 
campers and staff. Delicious 
healthy lunches are spread out 
in the Social Hall and served to 
small groups.

Adult education is an import-
ant part of our Judaism, and this 
summer we have many courses 
going on:

The Jewish Learning Insti-
tute is active with many virtual 
courses offered by Rabbi Yossi 
Groner and Rabbi Shlomo Co-
hen 

Daily Talmud class taught by 
Rabbi Shlomo Cohen

Kabbalah and Chassidut 
study takes place a couple 
times each week taught by 
Rabbi Avrohom Gordon and 
Channie Weiss

Weekly Torah Studies taught 
by Rabbi Bentzion Groner 

Pirkei Avot (Ethics of the Fa-
thers) is taught by Rabbi Biny-
omin Weiss. Rabbi Weiss also 
offers a special story to look 
forward to each Saturday night 
after the conclusion of Shabbat. 

For more information and 
links to join any of 
these classes, please visit 
chabadnc.org, 24/6. 

An exciting brand 
new JLI course is being 
written to be offered in 
the month of August. 

Just after the observance 
of Tisha B’Av, when we 
mourn the destruction of 
the temple, we go into the 
seven weeks of comfort, 
when we reflect on the 
future redemption. To bet-
ter understand what this 
means practically, we will 
embark on a five-lesson 
course on the Redemption 
of the Jewish people, fol-
lowed by another seven 
lessons to be released be-
fore the High Holidays. 

The following is a brief de-
scription of one of the featured 
lessons:

Elijah the Prophet, Harbinger 
of the Redemption — His Pur-
pose and His Function:

He yelled at kings. He went 
up to heaven alive. He visits ev-
ery year for Passover, and he’s 
the man with the special chair 
at every brit milah ceremony. 
He will one day come and an-
nounce the future redemption. 
He’s the most interesting man 
in the world. He’s Elijah the 
prophet. Discover everything 
there is to know about this fas-
cinating man. To register for 
this Zoom virtual course, please 
visit chabadnc.org or email 
rabbicohen@chabad.org. The 
course will be taught on Tues-

day evenings at 7:30 p.m., spe-
cific dates and more details to 
be announced. 

Chabad has also been pound-
ing the pavement by delivering 
dozens of Shabbat kits each 
week, reaching out to commu-
nity members and friends to 
schmooze, providing optimism 
and good cheer, and helping the 
community get through this to-
gether! 

Mikvah Mei Leah at Chabad 
is in operation for the Jewish 
women of our community daily, 
and every precaution and extra 
sanitization is implemented to 
keep everyone safe and healthy. 
For information on using the 
Mikvah, please visit chabadnc. 
org/mikvah.

If you, or anyone you know, 
needs help, encouragement, 
a mezuzah, tefillin, a kosher 
meal, or anything else, please 
reach out to Chabad at 704-366-
3984 or contact Chabad 
through www.chabadnc.org.

Great Things are Happening at Chabad

nancy@internationalcollegecounselors.com

www.internationalcollegecounselors.com

Grades 8-12 • Undergraduate Colleges • Graduate Schools

TAKE THE STRESS OUT OF
COLLEGE ADMISSIONS
• One-on-One Consulting
• College Selection
• Essays
• Interviews

• Academic Guidance
• Applications
• Extracurricular Opportunities
• Scholarships

980-265-2368
Offices in South Charlotte, Florida, New York and Connecticut  

For more information,  
please contact:  

Director, Sandra Goldman  
director@hebrewcemetery.org

704-576-1859

Make preplanning your  
f inal act of love and kindness.

• Peace of mind    • Locked in cost
• Funeral planning your way

mailto:rabbicohen@chabad.org
http://www.chabadnc.org
mailto:nancy@internationalcollegecounselors.com
http://www.internationalcollegecounselors.com
mailto:director@hebrewcemetery.org
https://www.hebrewcemetery.org/
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By Andy Harkavy, Director of 
Congregational Engagement
Temple Beth El

We are excited to welcome 
Rabbi Beth Nichols as our new 
Director of Lifelong Jewish 
Learning. Rabbi Nichols will 
partner with Temple Beth El 
(TBE) Clergy, staff, faculty, and 
lay leaders to create dynamic 
learning opportunities.

Rabbi Beth Nichols sees the 
rabbinate as an opportunity to 
help people form meaningful 
relationships with Judaism, 
God, and the Jewish people. 
She strives to make Judaism 
feel accessible, relevant, and 
applicable by developing and 
supporting a diversity of ways 
for people to connect and find 
meaning.

Rabbi Nichols enjoys the dual 
role of designing innovative 
Jewish educational opportuni-
ties and serving as a member of 
the clergy team. She values the 
opportunity to develop long-
term relationships with kids 
while partnering with parents to 
support their development. She 
especially enjoys working with 
teenagers who call her “RBN.”

Rabbi Nichols was ordained 
in 2007 at the Los Angeles 
campus of Hebrew Union Col-
lege-Jewish Institute of Reli-
gion, where she also completed 
her Master of Arts in Jewish 
Education. Rabbi Nichols most 
recently served for 13 years as 
Rabbi and Director of Congre-
gational Learning at Temple 
Israel of New Rochelle, New 
York, where she oversaw edu-
cational programs for all ages. 
While in rabbinical school, 
Rabbi Nichols served as an in-
tern at Temple Emanuel in Bev-
erly Hills, CA, Temple Beth 
Sholom in Santa Ana, CA, and 
Congregation Beth Shalom in 
Yuba City, CA. 

Rabbi Nichols grew up in 
Lexington, Massachusetts, ac-
tive at the local Reform temple. 
As a teenager, the Jewish pro-
fessionals at her home congre-
gation inspired her to pursue the 
rabbinate. Rabbi Nichols grad-
uated summa cum laude from 
Amherst College with a B.A. 
in Religion and Psychology in 
2001. 

We asked Rabbi Nichols 
some questions so that we could 
get to know her better. 

What drew you to working at 
Temple Beth El and what have 
you found most sustaining? 

The opportunity to continue 
my focus on creating innovative 
Jewish educational experienc-
es, the chance to work as part 
of a strong team of staff and lay 
leaders, and the chance to live 
near family.

Tell us about your journey to 
Charlotte and Temple Beth El.  

I served as a Rabbi and as 
the Director of Congregation-
al Learning at Temple Israel in 
New Rochelle, New York for 13 
years, following my ordination 
in 2007 from Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Re-
ligion in Los Angeles. When 
looking for a new job opportu-
nity, I wanted to find a position 
that would allow me to both 
serve in a rabbinic capacity and 
focus on creating educational 
opportunities for all ages. Tem-
ple Beth El’s opening provided 
those opportunities along with 
working with a clergy team that 
I already knew and greatly re-
spected.

What is your favorite part of 
your job? Why? 

My favorite part of being a 
rabbi is developing long-term 
relationships with kids. It is a 
privilege to partner with par-
ents and to support a person’s 
development from childhood to 
adulthood.

What do you wish congre-
gants knew about your job? 

That everything they see Jew-
ish professionals do as part of 
services, programs, and classes, 
takes a lot of planning behind 
the scenes.

What do you enjoy do-
ing when you are with family 
and friends? 

Relaxing together over meals, 
taking walks with the dogs, 
working on craft projects.

What is your favorite hobby? 

Any hobby that involves cre-
ating things — sewing, wood-
working, collaging, glass etch-
ing, and more.

What is your most memora-
ble moment? 

Times when I was about to   
officiate at lifecycle events for 
my family, such as my nieces’ 
baby namings because I was 
able to bring together my pro-
fessional passions and the peo-
ple I love the most.

If you could have dinner with 
any person living or deceased, 

who would it be, and why? 
I can trace my dad’s family 

back to Colonial New England. 
I would want to have dinner 
with some of my ancestors who 
came to America in the 17th 
century so I could better under-
stand their religious beliefs and 
the choices they made to protect 
them.

What is something about you 
that TBE congregants might not 
know? 

I attended a two-week wood-
working school in Maine as 

part of a sabbatical. 
Anything else? 
Coming to a new communi-

ty during the coronavirus pan-
demic is challenging. It might 
take us longer to get to know 
each other, but I cannot wait to 
be part of the Charlotte Jewish 
community.

Welcome Rabbi Nichols!

Welcome Rabbi Beth Nichols, Temple Beth El’s New Director of 
Lifelong Jewish Learning

Now more than ever,community matters.
There’s comfort in being part of a strong community  
like Windsor Run in Mecklenburg County. We’re managed 
by Erickson Living,® a national leader in senior living and 
health care. During good times and tough times, you can 
count on us to be here for you.

Learn more. Call 1-800-583-9680 or visit  
WindsorRunCommunity.com for your free brochure.

14
20
69
16 Matthews

WindsorRunCommunity.com

Rabbi Beth Nichols

https://www.ericksonliving.com/windsor-run
https://tbecltgateway.com/
https://templebethel.org/


By Shelly Pawlyk, Temple Solel
Do the words “peaceful” and 

“protest” go together? They did 
on June 7 in Lancaster, SC, 
when multiple leaders from 
the surrounding communities 
shared words of prayer, vigi-
lance, support, and acknowl-
edgment of the painful experi-
ences that our Black neighbors 
and friends are experiencing. 

As Jewish people, we too 
understand within our own his-
tory and in present times what 
slavery, bigotry, and hatred 
do to bring pain upon groups 
of people. Even as recently as 
this month, a worker was in my 
home and asked me, “Are you 

Jewish?” I answered, “Yes.” 
He said, “Are you going to try 
and jew us down so you can 
pay less?” I controlled my re-
action but still felt defensive. 
“Why would you say such a rac-
ist comment to me in my own 
home? You couldn’t be more 
wrong. A majority of Jewish 
people strive to be known as 
generous, philanthropic, kind, 
and supportive people.” It also 
served as a sobering example 
to me that at that moment these 
were “just” word-exchanges. 
I did not fear for my life. Our 
Black brothers and sisters fear 
for their lives. 

Hearing discussions taking 
place about racism on the news, 
online, and television specials 
reminds me of how many chal-
lenges we still face. What we 
have in common as human be-
ings is wanting to be free from 
fear, rejection, mistreatment or 
abuse. We want to be respected, 
listened to, valued, treated fair-
ly, and accepted for who we are. 

Many groups experience dis-
crimination based on inherent 
qualities such as race, gender, 
cultural or economic back-
ground, age, sexual orientation 
and more. Other groups expe-
rience discrimination, as well. 
How are those with disabilities 
treated? Or those living with 

addictions, depression, PTSD, 
or hoarding?  What other groups 
experience discrimination that 
we might not even be aware of?

There are other topics that 
come to mind that contribute 
to breakdowns in our society; 
some are hidden and horrible 
secrets — domestic battering, 
violence, and sexual assault. 

We owe it to ourselves each 
day to turn away from divi-
siveness, choosing instead to 
be peacemakers by practicing 
de-escalation even within our 
own families and friends. We 
can commit personally to do 
our part to model behavior that 
leads to resolution. 

Shortly after my personal 
experience with antisemitism, 
I received a call from Reverend 
Sh’Kur Francis of Grace United 
Methodist and Lynwood United 
Methodist churches. He asked 
if I would represent the South 
Carolina Jewish Community by 
leading a prayer of support to 
the Black Community at a Peace 
Protest. “Everybody should be a 
part of the conversation to build 
a better country and a better 
society,” Francis said. “It’s a 
wonderful way for us to come 
together as one to pray, listen, 
plan, create, and deepen our re-
lationships.”

We must stand “side-by-

COVID-19-side” — Black, 
White, Hispanic, political fig-
ures, Christian, Islamic, Jewish, 
Atheists, or non-religious affil-
iated people. What follows is 
an excerpt from the speech and 
prayer I shared in front of that 
Historical Courthouse in down-
town Lancaster, SC.  It was an 
honor to state loudly — 

“The Jewish Community in 
South Carolina will not toler-
ate racism. It is wrong.  We are 
‘Echad,’ one people; we stand 
together today because we must 
see change demonstrated not 
just spoken about.  Deuterono-
my 6:4 holds a sacred prayer we 
call the ‘Sh’ma.’ Today, as you 
hear voices singing this prayer, 
consider how we can allow 
God to be alive in our heart, we 
can ‘Baruch Atah Adonai and 
Va-anachnu Korim’ (bend our 
knee) as a symbolic act that we 
must stop racism in all its forms. 

“Let’s see this ancient sym-
bol of kneeling with new 
strength and new power — the 
power to drive change together 
as one people with God’s hand 
upon our shoulders, giving us 
the courage to do what is right 
and true with civility. Let us 
also hold onto the promises in 
another sacred text found in Jer-
emiah 29:11–13, ‘For I know 
the thoughts that I think towards 

you, says the LORD, thoughts 
of peace, and not of evil, to give 
you a future and a hope. You 
shall call upon Me in prayer, 
and I will listen. You shall seek 
Me, and find Me, when you 
search with all your heart.’

“God hears your cries, feels 
your anger, and is the one who 
can wipe the tears from your 
eyes. What we are demonstrat-
ing in our own community to-
day is our hope together.”  

Temple Solel holds regular 
Shabbat services at 7 p.m. on 
the second and fourth Fridays 
of each month via Zoom during 
the pandemic and hopes to re-
sume services when appropri-
ate at Belair UMC Family Life 
Center, 8095 Shelley Mullis 
Rd., Fort Mill, SC 29707. For 
more information see temple-
solelSC.org, write us at info@ 
templesolelsc.org or call 803-
610-1707.

By Rabbi Chanoch Oppenheim, 
Charlotte Torah Center

There’s only one really sad 
day on the traditional Jewish 
calendar. It’s not Yom Kippur, 
which is actually supposed to 

be a day of vibrance — a sort 
of recalibrating of the soul. The 
sad day is Tisha B’Av, a day I 
never learned about in Hebrew 
school because it comes in the 
summer, long after the end of 

the year for Hebrew school. The 
ninth day of the Hebrew month 
of Av is the day when Solomon’s 
Temple was destroyed, as was 
the second Temple hundreds of 
years later. But why shed tears 
over tragedies that happened 
thousands of years ago? No 
one mourns for the Colosseum 
in Rome or the Acropolis and 
the Parthenon in Greece. They 
are tourist attractions, shedding 
light on history and humanity, 
but no one mourns them.

The Chofetz Chaim (1838-
1933) was renowned in the Jew-
ish world for his scholarship 
and piety. He once received a 
letter from a Jewish soldier who 
had been drafted into the Polish 
army. The soldier related that he 
was assigned to a remote base 
where there were no Jewish 
soldiers or resources to main-
tain and strengthen his Jewish 
identity. The soldier asked the 
old sage, “How do I survive as 
a Jew in this forsaken place?” 
The Chofetz Chaim replied, 
“Even if it is impossible for you 
to observe any mitzvot, don’t be 
discouraged. There is one thing 
you can do. Whenever you have 
a free moment, speak to G-d, 
and whenever you do so, face 
east so as to direct your thoughts 
to Jerusalem. By so doing, you 
unite yourself with the Jewish 
People and with G-d. The Jew 
may not be in Jerusalem — but 
Jerusalem is always in him.”

Most Jews in some way par-
ticipate in a Passover Seder and 
observe Yom Kippur. One of 
the most dramatic moments of 

the Yom Kippur service occurs 
just as the day is about to end. 
At the conclusion of this most 
sacred day, a long shofar blast 
is sounded, to which the con-
gregation responds, “Next year 
in Jerusalem.” The very same 
hope is expressed at the end of 
the Passover Seder. This is not a 
coincidence.

For many Jews, the wedding 
ceremony concludes with the 
singing of the phrase, “If I for-
get you, O Jerusalem, let my 
right hand forget how to func-
tion.” Then a glass is broken as 
a symbolic gesture of grief so 
that even at their happiest mo-
ment, the newly married couple 
recalls the destruction of Je-
rusalem and the Holy Temple. 
Synagogues around the world 
are built facing Jerusalem. Why 
is there so much emphasis on 
remembering Jerusalem in our 
lives, and why is there one day 
(Tisha B’Av) set aside to mourn 
it?

Tisha B’Av is not everyone’s 
favorite day. It doesn’t have the 
family fun element of Passover 
and other holidays, but there is 
something unique about it. It 
lets us know that we are a peo-
ple who remember that our past 
leads to a future. One of the 
ways we do that is to mourn in a 
manner similar to the tradition-
al mourning practice during the 
shiva of one who loses a family 
member. We remove our leather 
shoes and even dim the lights 
and fast. We read from the book 
of Lamentations and weep for 
the millions of Jews who were 

denied their hopes and dreams 
because they were killed for the 
crime of being born Jewish. Yet, 
on the same day, we think about 
the future and how we can im-
prove ourselves, our communi-
ty, and the world around us.

One of the main reasons for 
the original destruction of the 
Temple and our exile was base-
less hatred among Jews; unfor-
tunately, it still exists among 
us. Tisha B’Av is a good day to 
think about unity and tolerance.

It’s also a day of hope due to 
an ironic comment made by the 
sages. They tell that the Messiah 
is born on Tisha B’Av; i.e., the 
saddest day of the year is also 
the date that redemption and a 
bright future begin. We don’t 
dwell in the past; we look for 
solutions for the future. Tisha 
B’Av might not be the most 
popular Jewish holiday, but it’s 
the time to think about how aw-
ful it is not to have unity. Let 
us all look for how we can be 
part of the solution and remem-
ber where we come from so that 
we can unite for the future. May 
this Tisha B’Av (July 30, 2020) 
be especially meaningful for us 
all. 
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Temple Solel Peacefully Protests

Remembering Jerusalem 

Josh Rubin’s Plumbing, LLC
LICENSED  BONDED  INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Layouts for slabs  Roughin and Finish
Water Heater Repairs and Replacement

Kitchen/Bath Remodeling
Toilets, Tubs, Faucets, Sink, and Disposal 

Repairs/Replacement
~ 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE ~

NC State Lic. #29197           SC State Lic. #M110508

7045174918

Yours Truly 
Needlepoint and Knitting

Join Us - Knit, Crochet, Needlepoint
* Handpainted needlepoint
canvases

* Huge selection of yarns

* Expert finishing
* Complimentary lessons
* Unique gift ideas

THANKS TO THE AMAZING WORK OF VOLUNTEERS
12,000 blankets have been donated to the Levine Children’s Hospital

10,000 chemo hats have been donated to facilities for cancer 
patients around Charlotte

All proceeds go to local charities 704-366-6765

Wednesdays 8-11 AM at the Levine Jewish Community Center 
Thursdays 9 AM - 5 PM at the home of Lynn Edelstein 3802 Columbine Cir.

https://templesolelsc.org/
http://www.charlottetorahcenter.com/


By Amy Lefkof 
The COVID-19 crisis has 

made life even more difficult 
for refugees who have settled in 
Charlotte, refugees still abroad, 
and asylum seekers at our coun-
try’s southern border. In the last 
few months, creative and com-
passionate partnering has en-
abled members of the Charlotte 
Jewish community to continue 
to help these vulnerable popu-
lations.

In May, the Jewish Commu-
nity Refugee Initiative (JCRI), 
a Shalom Park lay-driven ini-
tiative, in partnership with Tem-
ple Beth El, was able to deliv-
er 60 kitchen kits, as part of a 
Temple Beth El Mitzvah Day 
project, to Refugee Support 
Services (RSS) for their weekly 
COVID-19 relief box distribu-
tion of fruits, vegetables, and 
supplies to over 110 local refu-
gee families. Bridget Cohen, a 
member of both TBE and JCRI, 
used TBE Mitzvah Day funds 
to purchase items such as boxes 
of tissues, dish soap, bar soap, 
and cotton dish towels for these 
kitchen kits. 

In June and July, RSS again 
reached out to JCRI for vol-
unteers to help with the distri-
bution of extra CMS-provided 
breakfasts and lunches to the 
children of RSS refugee fami-
lies. And once again, members 
of the Charlotte Jewish com-
munity stepped forward to go 
to Eastway Middle School and 
load hundreds of pounds of pre-

packed meals into cars of addi-
tional volunteers. Donations to 
RSS’s COVID relief fund can 
be made by texting “RSSlove” 
to 44321. All donations to this 
fund will be used to support ref-
ugees in meeting basic needs 
during this unprecedented time. 

In late May, JCRI received 
word from Carolina Refugee 
Resettlement Agency (CRRA), 
a local affiliate of HIAS (for-
merly Hebrew Immigrant Aid 
Society), that CRRA’s donated 
household items had been a bit 
depleted and they needed do-
nations of household furniture, 
kitchen appliances, linens, and 
cleaning supplies for prospec-
tive refugees who were to arrive 
during the summer. JCRI sent 
an email blast to over 130 peo-
ple who had attended its 2019 
Second Annual Welcoming the 
Stranger to the Table dessert re-
ception and program, and many 
members of the Charlotte Jew-
ish community immediately re-
sponded to this call for help.

HIAS, which is one of nine 
primarily faith-based organiza-
tions partnering with the feder-
al government to help refugees 
start their lives in safety in the 
United States, asks members of 
our Jewish community to con-
sider being the voice for refu-
gees and those seeking asylum 
by doing the following during 
this pandemic:

Ask your representatives in 
the House and Senate and those 
running for office to include ref-

ugees in any legislation provid-
ing relief to Americans during 
COVID-19.

Sign a petition or write a let-
ter calling on the Department 
of Homeland Security to re-
spect the human rights of asy-
lum seekers during the time of 
COVID-19 (stressing that the 
Jewish people have been ref-
ugees and asylum seekers and 
that the Torah mandates that we 
welcome and take care of the 
stranger).

Listen to HIAS’s webinars to 
learn about how HIAS is taking 
action for refugees in the U.S. 
and around the world at this un-
precedented time and what you 
can do to help.

On Sunday October 25, JCRI 
will host (via Zoom) it’s Third 
Annual Welcoming the Strang-
er to the Table program. The 
time and speakers will be an-
nounced in upcoming issues 
of the Charlotte Jewish News. 
We anticipate that any proceeds 
raised at this virtual event will 
go to Charlotte Center for Le-
gal Advocacy (CCLA), whose 
Immigrant Justice program pro-
tects low-income and non-En-
glish speaking Latino residents 
and immigrants of other origins 
from exploitation through legal 
assistance and a variety of oth-
er programs. CCLA’s Executive 
Director, Ken Schorr, a mem-
ber of TBE, said these inspiring 
words at last year’s JCRI event: 
“I hope we can work together to 
protect ourselves from the real 

threats that this country faces 
with balanced and thoughtful 
policies that do not renounce 
the fundamental values of this 
country of immigrants.”

For all of us, COVID-19 has 
meant challenges in our every-
day lives. But every danger that 
refugees and asylum seekers 
faced before the pandemic has 
only gotten worse and the need 
for the Jewish community to 
help and speak out is pressing. 
Consider donating to/volunteer-
ing with RSS or CRRA or HIAS 
or CCLA or adding your name 

to JCRI’s email distribution list 
by going to “Contact Us” under 
www.charlottejcri.org. 

And remember: Our people 
were refugees too.
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Welcoming the Stranger During This Pandemic 

By Rabbi David A. Lipper, 
Temple Kol Tikvah

Temple Kol Tikvah of Lake 
Norman is busily working on 
plans to plot our re-opening.  
Our plans are based on the de-
cisions of the State and Medical 
advisors who are guiding the 
conversation in North Carolina.  
Currently we are considering 
opening for outdoor Shabbat 
worship beginning later in July 
and have created a team to fo-
cus on our High Holy Day plan-
ning for September 2020.

Temple Kol Tikvah places 
the highest value on the safe-
ty and health of our members, 
families, and guests and is com-
mitted to providing multiple op-
tions for worship and learning. 
The Jewish value of “Pikuah 
Nefesh” or preserving life is our 
lens through which we evaluate 
our plans. 

While we are a small congre-
gation with limited staffing, we 
have continued to provide a high 
level of service and engagement 
while navigating these days of 
the pandemic. From check-ins 
with our members to online 
worship, classes, and meet-ups, 
we have tried to maintain our 
personal connections to mem-
bers and their families as well 
as provide a spiritual home for 

the Jews of the Lake Norman 
region.  

As we look forward to the 
High Holy Days, we have lis-
tened to members about their 
needs for a meaningful experi-
ence and looked at projections 
about the health and prepared-
ness of the area. There is much 
to balance here, and we are 
moving cautiously and deliber-
ately to weigh all the options.  
We are hopeful that we can 
provide an in-person and online 
experience to meet the needs of 
all our community.  What we do 
know is that we may not be us-
ing space at Davidson College 
this year as they are focused 
on creating a safe boundary for 
the students on campus. So we 
are looking for new space that 
could safely accommodate our 
prayerful community.

Our plans are in development 
and could change repeatedly 
over the next 60 days. Patience 
and planning and communal 
values are key to finding the 
right plan for us.  

Planning for the Future

http://www.charlottejcri.org
https://www.tynecastlesouthpark.com/
http://charlottejcri.org/
https://www.templekoltikvah.org/
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Two grants recently award-
ed to Jewish Family Services 
of Greater Charlotte will assist 
in responding to the immediate 
needs of seniors as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
will also provide assistance to 
the longer term issues impacting 
our aging population.

JFS is dedicated to ensuring 
that older adults feel supported, 
engaged and connected and can 
live as independently as possi-
ble for as long as possible. The 
JFS senior engagement team has 
always used a variety of tech-
niques to achieve these goals, 
often deploying staff and vol-
unteers for face-to-face, friend-
ly in-home visits, especially to 
those who are homebound. The 
pandemic, of course, changed 
all of that. 

So when we learned there 
were funds available that could 
help us remain committed to our 
strategic goals we applied for 
and received a grant from the 
United Way/Foundation for the 
Carolinas COVID-19 Emergen-
cy Fund. According to Howard 
Olshansky, JFS Executive Di-
rector, “JFS staff adapted quick-
ly at the onset of COVID-19, 
developing new ways to deliv-
er all of our services as we mi-

grated over to operating as an 
agency without walls. One of 
the biggest challenges we faced, 
though, was finding meaning-
ful ways to work with the se-
nior population. We tried Zoom 
get-togethers but for many se-
niors  who are  unfamiliar and 
uncomfortable with this tech-
nology, it was a challenge,” 
Olshansky said. This grant al-
lows JFS to come up with an 
alternative way to deliver ser-
vices to seniors, keeping them 
engaged and connected and at 
the same time strengthening alli-
ances with community partners.

A major component of the 
grant provides funds to purchase 
iPads  which will be given to  se-
nior living communities. “We 
are so excited that four of the 
senior living communities that 
JFS used to visit regularly prior 
to the pandemic have agreed to 
partner with us to enable resi-
dents to use this technology to 
participate in programs,” Sheryl 
Gerrard, JFS senior engagement 
manager said. The four commu-
nities — Sunrise on Providence, 
Providence Meadows, Walton-
wood Cotswold, and Brighton 
Gardens all agreed to supply 
staff to help residents use the 
iPads that have each been 

pre-loaded with links to live-
stream programs the seniors 
are accustomed to attending. It 
opens up a whole new world for 
them as they can now partici-
pate in Zoom programs, internet 
activities, Shabbat services, in-
dividual mental health therapy, 
and tele-health medical appoint-
ments. We even anticipate some 
virtual family visits. 

A second grant received from 
the Carolina Foundation for 
Jewish Seniors (formerly BJH) 
will significantly enhance JFS’ 
ability to help seniors manage 
the challenges of their day-to-
day lives. By funding case man-
agement, the grant addresses 
the changing landscape of the 
aging population and the depth 

of their varying needs. “We are 
so appreciative that the Foun-
dation has acknowledged that 
seniors in the greater Charlotte 
Jewish community are no lon-
ger living just around the Sha-
lom Park area, but are in areas 
such as Sun City in SC, Union 
County, and the Lake Norman 
area,” said JFS Director of Pro-
grams and Services, Rachel 
Green. These funds allow JFS 
to expand and deliver services 
wherever they are needed most. 

This year’s award, which is 
35% higher than last year’s, is 
an indication that The Founda-
tion recognizes the increased 
needs of our aging population. 
According to Green, “Our ag-
ing community is more chal-
lenged than ever. They are liv-
ing longer and many of them 
have exhausted their financial 
resources. Many live on limited 
fixed incomes, and sometimes 
one month’s rent for a decent 
apartment eats up someone’s 
entire monthly income.” This 
grant enables JFS staff to work 
with clients to develop a cus-
tomized plan connecting them 
to resources that will help them 
age in place with an eye toward  
ensuring safety, stability, and 
security. 

Not too long ago, JFS iden-
tified the expansion of services 
to seniors as a priority in their 
strategic plan. According to 
Olshansky, “The needs of our 
aging community are complex 
and growing. As the number of 
seniors rise, issues such as men-
tal health, financial security, and 
social engagement rise too.” 
JFS has been fortunate to have 
on-going funding support for 
our senior engagement services 
from the Jewish Federation, the 
Leon Levine Foundation, the 
Blumenthal Foundation and the 
Stan Greenspon Family Foun-
dation. “It is due to the support 
from these funders that JFS is 
able to create a strong contin-
uum of services to support our 
seniors. As a result, JFS is well 
positioned to access these addi-
tional resources and strengthen 
our leadership in continuing 
to respond to the needs of our 
community’s aging population.” 
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COTSWOLD

Assisted Living & Memory Care 

5215 Randolph Road
Charlotte, NC 28211

704-495-6031

Independent Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care

11945 Providence Road
Charlotte, NC 28277

704-246-3055
PROVIDENCE

Now welcoming new residents into 
our community!

Our communities offer seniors a carefree lifestyle and 
peace-of-mind in this ever-changing world. Our care team is on-site 

24/7, and with amenities and neighbors, there’s always 
opportunities for engagement and socialization.

Fresh, fun, and interactive dining experiences

Forever Fit wellness programs encouraging resident independence

Life Enrichment programs allowing for opportunities of continued 
learning and special interests 

Housekeeping and maintenance teams providing a truly 
worry free lifestyle

 Stay Connected
with Waltonwood 

Call and schedule a video chat 
with us today!

Call and schedule a video chat 

Grants Assist Jewish Family Services Meeting the Needs of Seniors
~ JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES ~

“Our aging community 
is more challenged than 
ever. They are living 
longer and many of them 
have exhausted their 
financial resources.”

Rachel Green

https://www.waltonwood.com/
https://jfscharlotte.org/
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Donations to Jewish Family Services in May and June 2020

IN MEMORY OF
Archie Berman to Marion Berman from 
Marcia Lampert
David Fortson to Anne Fortson from Paul and 
Lynn Edelstein
Barbara Leve to Caren Gale from Barry 
Bobrow and Karen Knoble
Mary Wojnowich to Samuel Kaplan, Alan and 
Pearl Mann, Harold and Lyba Rousso, and Alan 
Zimmern from Marvin Barman, Stuart and 
Carolyn Hennes, Shelton and Ellen Goldstein, 
Sam and Aileen Polk, Stephanie Hinojosa
Hy Bruck to Glenn and Lauri Kaufman from 
Jonathan and Stephanie Simon
Steven Edward Kridel to Honey Kridel and 
Phillip and Dee Kridel from Shelton and Ellen 
Goldstein
Alvin Meltser to Lauren Meltser and Marcy 
Meltser from Leonard and Judy Marco 
Shirley Hodes Millender to Gregory and 
Margaret Musa from Jonathan and Stephanie 
Simon
Arkadır Kurgan to Lee and Irena Rimler from 
Adam and Kim Levy
Pearl Rosenthal to Rich and Jenny Rosenthal 
from Melanie Burson, Marcia Lampert, Shelton 
and Ellen Goldstein
Bill Schwartz to Fran Schwartz from Barry 
Bobrow and Karen Knoble, Paul and Lynn 
Edelstein
Ginger Snitz to Arnold Snitz from Shelton and 
Ellen Goldstein

MAZEL TOV ON
The birth of Eleanor Hazel to Stuart and 
Carolyn Hennes from Mark and Harriet Perlin
Your new position with Tikvah Charlotte to 
Lucky and Lisa Levinson from Monty Bennett

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO
Leon and Sandra Levine from Paul and Lynn 
Edelstein
Adam and Kim Levy from Stuart and Ellie 
Bantit

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 
Adina Loewensteiner from Steven and Janice 
Zacks
Leonard and Judi Strause from Paul and 
Lynn Edelstein

WISHING A FULL AND SPEEDY 
RECOVERY TO 
Elise Menaker from Paul and Lynn Edelstein

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY TO 
Robert Still from Rebecca Usadi

Donations Received May 2020
IN HONOR OF
Your Bat Mitzvah project to Amelia Baron and Sophie Buckler 
from Darren and Stacy Mond

IN MEMORY OF
Hy Bruck to Susan Bruck from Sanford and Lois Benjamin, Daniel 
and Nancy Coblenz,Barbara Leve to Caren Gale from Allan and 
Marcelle Oxman
Richard Herd to Barbara Herd from Sanford and Lois Benjamin, 
Daniel and Nancy Coblez
Mary Wojnowich to Samuel Kaplan, Pearl Mann, Lyba Rousso, and 
Rose Zimmer from Paul and Lynn Edelstein
Steven Edward Kridel to Honey Kridel from  Rose Atkinson,     
Shelton and Ellen Goldstein, Matthew Luftglas and Meg Goldstein
Martin Leonard Lipson to Marc and Jill Lipson from Daniel and 
Nancy Coblenz
Sandra Rosen to Jennifer Margulis from Cecile, Lauren, Susan H., 
Susan K. and Julia
Marshall Rosenfeld to Barbara Rosenfeld from Barnet and Harriet 
Weinstock

MAZEL TOV ON
The birth of Eleanor Hazel from Paul and Lynn Edelstein

IN APPRECIATION OF
The “Taste of Passover” Jewish Family Services 
from Rose Atkinson

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
Richard Klein from Deboran, Rachel Ilana, and Andrew
Adina Loewensteiner from Elizabeth Clarke Poon, Leon and Jennifer 
Golynsky, Steven and Susan Meyer, Dan and Hilary Rosenbaum
Ruth Richardson from Marvin Barman and Sharon Taubman
Fran Schuler from Paul and Lynn Edelstein
David Thrope from Marvin Barman and Sharon Taubman

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO
Marvin and Anita Shapiro from Paul and Lynn Edelstein

Donations Received June 2020

TThheeRRuuaacchh

TThhee  55778811  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  EExxppeerriieennccee
and

Rosh Hashanah Kol Nidre
Saturday  September 19  10:00 am Sunday  September 27  7:00 pm

Don’t just observe the High Holy Days…EXPERIENCE THEM!

To receive updates about the High Holy Days Experience, “Like” and “Follow” The Ruach on Facebook, SUBSCRIBE to 
our YouTube channel, or email the.ruach.band@gmail.com to join our email list.

If not in person…where?

Soulful prayer. Meaningful music. Inspiring messages.

Joining The Ruach will be several special guests including Josh Nelson, Joe Buchanan, Sheldon Low and Hadar 
Orshalimy, Nefesh Mountain and, members of the Charlotte Symphony Orchestra…just to name a few.

on

mailto:the.ruach.band@gmail.com
https://jfscharlotte.org/
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Month of June 2020
Volunteers:  Marcia Arnholt, Gail Baron, Mariah Bernanke, 

Nancy Bernstein, Jeff Bierer, Ana Bonnheim,  Bill Brightman, 
James Bryan,  Suzy Catenazzo, Dan Coblenz,  Jonathan Coll-
man, Andrea Cronson, Sheryl Effren, Steve Englehardt, Terri 
Fishman,  Maggie Fogel, Rob Friedman, Meredith Gartner, Neil 
Golub, Jennifer Golynsky, Gail Halverson, Bob Jacobson, Ste-
panie and Elliot Krietman,  Marcia Lampert,, Eric Lerner, Linda 
Leviel, , Kevin Levine, Adam Levy,  Kim Levy, Matt Luftglass, 
Bobbie Mabe, Frada Mozenter, Hannah Musa, Babara Rein, 
Harry Rubenstein, Linda Safir, Lynne Sheffer, Fred Shporer, 
Janice Shubin, Louis Sinkoe, Mason Sklut, Lorin Steifel, Steve 
Teich, Gail Vogel, Liz Wahls, Amalia Warshenbrot,  Jan Weiner, 
Nora Wolf

Circle of Generous Hearts:  Phyllis Berlin, Cathy Bogus 
,Sharon Cavanaugh, Bob and Denise Cooper, Christy Gisinger, 
Sari Hochberg, Judy Kaufman, Penny Krieger, Andy McCleary, 
Harriet Meetz, Roz Snyder, Marcia Stern, Joyce Stoll, Elyssa 
Vining, Robin Zimmerman

Special Thanks:  Publix Supermarket Cotswold for the won-
derful donation of Kosher pantry items, Temple Beth El Men’s 
Club

Food Pantry Donations: To the generous members of our 
community for continuously donating much needed items for 
the JFS food pantry. 

Jewish Family Services 
Monthly Volunteers and 
Donors

https://ppsd.com/
https://www.jewishcharlotte.org/
https://jfscharlotte.org/


Fitness and 
wellness 
membership

Imagine how many more classes, concerts 
and workouts you’d attend if they were 
right outside your door.
When you choose a new residence at 

Generations at Shalom Park, your apartment 
home will include access to the programs and 
services on the 54-acre Shalom Park campus 
with unending opportunities to nurture mind, 
body and spirit. Here are just a few: • Ceramics 
studio, art studio and music practice rooms • 
Performance opportunities and a full cultur-

al arts calendar • Established lifelong learning 
programs in languages, current events and more 
• Fitness center with top-of-the line equipment •
Numerous classes and professional trainers • Spa-
cious indoor and outdoor pools • Tennis courts

True Connections

At every age we are discovering and 
connecting with who we are and what 
we can share with others. We cherish 

our Jewish values more deeply, including the 
importance of embracing those of diff erent 
beliefs and backgrounds. A community that 
models inclusivity and naturally intertwines 
the wisdom of age with the energy of youth 
builds the well-being of all.  

Th is is the opportunity we are bringing 
you, right here in Charlotte. Th e region’s fi rst 
and only intergenerational Jewish community 
intentionally integrates programs and services 
of some of the area’s most respected not-for-
profi t organizations. Th e result will be a Jewish 
community for those 62 and older unlike any 
other in the country. Th is boutique community 
will include 125 elegant, comfortable residenc-

es that are maintenance free, include access to 
any future healthcare needed, and are centered 
amid unparalleled lifestyle options on a dynamic, 
intergenerational campus.

Generations at Shalom Park will off er 
you the trusted, top-rated care and service of 
Aldersgate Life Plan Services, along with the 
exceptional programs, resources and commu-
nity life of the Shalom Park campus.

Whether you’re an artist, a scholar, a com-
munity leader or an entrepreneur, pursuing a 
life passion or learning something new, you’ll 
fi nd Generations at Shalom Park brings you a 
circle of individuals who share your values and 
traditions. Th ose who choose this exciting new 
community will discover true connections—
among generations, faiths and backgrounds—
that show we never fi nish growing.

Charlotte’s best 
dining, shopping 
and more in 
nearby SouthPark

A vibrant, 
intergenerational 
neighborhood

Israeli dance performers are warming up 
at the cultural center. Hebrew class is about to 
begin. People are walking to the Conservative 
and Reform synagogues to celebrate Shabbat 
together.

It’s a typical aft ernoon on the Shalom Park 
campus in Charlotte. Friends and families of all 
ages are thriving, connecting and sharing their 
lives and traditions with each other.

It’s the perfect place for a community un-
like any other—a new community for those 62 
and older called Generations at Shalom Park.

Call to 
learn more

704-900-1013
GenerationsAtShalomPark.org

Community Welcome Center
Shalom Park D118

Charlotte, NC 28226

Cynthia McCullough, Sales Director 
cynthiam@aldersgateccrc.com

Make a fully refundable 

$100
priority deposit

Only

125
residences 
will be built

Become one of the 

1st
in line to choose an 

elegant new residence Serving all faiths and beliefs.

ADVERTISEMENT

mailto:cynthiam@aldersgateccrc.com
https://generationsatshalompark.com/
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