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By Cantor Elias Roochvarg
Cousin Hillel took me to Sde 

Boker, the home of David Ben 
Gurion after he retired from be-
ing (Israel’s first) Prime Minister. 
Nearby is a campus of the Uni-
versity of Beersheva, now called 
Ben Gurion University, at which 
one of their areas of study is Des-
ert Studies. Makes sense! We are 
surrounded by Midbar Tzin, the 
Wilderness of Tzin, where the 
Children of Israel wandered on 
their way to the Promised Land. 
Ben Gurion went in the opposite 
direction: He lived most of his life 
in the Promised. Land, but retired 
to the Wilderness - by choice; he 
was fascinated by the desert and 
the challenges it posed.

One of the most recognizable 
things about him was his hair (not 
unlike Larry of the Three Stoog-
es), so below is a photo of him 
getting it “trimmed” … by the 
same guy (the caption tells us) 
who shears the sheep. 

There is also an iconic photo 
of him standing on his head at the 
beach. I did not see that photo, 
but saw an interesting variation; 
he is standing on his head at the 
beach, but with a cell phone in his 
hand. And his trunks say Speedo. 
Two great anachronisms.

Each of the four walls of his 
study is lined, almost floor to 
ceiling, with books. They used to 
say of him that some politicians 
take bribes, other accept expen-
sive gifts of travel, etc. You want 
to please Ben Gurion? Give him a 
good book.

A few miles away from his hut 

is his and his wife’s final resting 
place, in the middle of a plateau 
in the desert with a magnificent 
view all around. Hillel says B-G 
had excellent taste in choosing 
that spot, for its natural beauty.
Back to the Army Base

After our first weekend, we 
had been told to meet in front of 
the Tel Aviv station at 8:45. We 
were all there by 8:50, and the 
bus left promptly … at 9:40. Wel-
come to Israel! 

On Monday, April 8, at flag 
raising there were several onlook-
ers whom I had not seen before. 
Maybe they were just joining us. 
It was explained to us that there 
is an Israeli organization which 
finds people with special needs 
to volunteer on army bases. It 
was also explained that the Israeli 
army has been gradually includ-
ing adults on the Autism spec-
trum, not as volunteers, but actu-

ally as soldiers. As the father of 
a special needs adult that makes 
me very proud. Our Madricha 
said that in so many places spe-
cial needs folks are ignored and 
excluded, but no longer in Israel. 
Way to go, Israel! 

One day I was given a differ-
ent task than usual: painting some 
of the industrial shelving. Not 
having done this sort of paint-
ing since summer camp, I forgot 
that industrial paint is not water 
soluble, so when we finished, I 
walked back to the barracks, and 
discovered that soap - even when 
applied vigorously - removes al-
most none of the paint. Oh well, 
it’s been a learning experience … 
and not just about Israel

That night’s evening activity, 
in preparation for a trip we will 
be making to Remembrance Hall 
on Mt. Herzl, was a talk about 
love and loss: the sacrifices so 
many families here have made 

and continue to make for the 
state. We were taught about one 
of the thousands of young Israe-
li victims, a 23-year old soldier 
(the same age as two of my own 
children) on guard duty named 
Hadas Malka, an instructor in the 
training program, who was fatally 
stabbed two years ago while fend-

ing off a terrorist. She was from 
an observant family and was slain 
on a Friday afternoon. A knock 
on her parents’ door the next day 
forever shattered their Sabbath 
peace. A friend of the victim 
composed a song in her memo-
ry, which our Madricha played a 
recording of. There wasn’t a dry 
eye in the room.

We were taught about Yom 
HaZaikaron, the day before Israel 
Independence Day, when a siren 
sounds, at which, if you are driv-
ing - even on the highway - you 
get out of your car and remain at 
silent attention till the siren stops. 
And of course whatever you are 
doing, you stop and contemplate 
the sacrifices this country has 
made to survive. I already knew 
about Yom HaZikaron because 
I have participated in its obser-
vance in Charlotte. I think that 
among the thousands of graves in 
the military cemetery, the average 
age is 18 or 19. A whole genera-
tion lost! Y

Highlights of My Recent Israeli Visit – Part 2

Ben Gurion’s famous haircut by the 
sheep-shearer.

An iconic photo “turned on its head.”

Ben Gurion’s office. The resting place of David Ben-Gurion and his wife.
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Sue’s Book Shelf
By Sue Littauer

Many years ago, my family 
attended a rehearsal dinner and 
the mother of the groom used 
the word “perspicacious” during 
her remarks. Only my dad knew 
what the word meant (it means 
“clever”). Subsequently, the word 
turned up often in my reading. 
Isn’t this often the case? Two 
such instances have popped up 
for me in the past month.

The first is the use of the terms 
“binary” and “non-binary.” While 
reading This Is How It Always Is 
by Laurie Frankel, which accord-
ing to Kirkus is “well-plotted, 
well-researched, and unflagging-
ly interesting … as thought-pro-
voking a domestic novel as we 
have seen this year,” I learned 
that “binary” is an adjective used 
to describe the genders female/
male; and “non-binary” refers to a 
spectrum of gender identities that 
are not exclusively masculine or 
feminine. Later that same week, 
the words popped up in The Char-
lotte Observer in reference to the 
TV show Billions, and a few days 
later in Grey’s Anatomy when 
Dr. Weber struggled to refer to a 

patient in the preferred pronoun 
“they” rather than “he” or “she.” 

In another instance, while 
reading Harvey Milk: His Lives 
and Death by Lillian Faderman, I 
learned about the 1969 Stonewall 
riots in New York City, which are 
widely credited as the beginning 
of the modern LGBT movement. 
In June, references to Stonew-
ell were all over print and social 

media because our country’s Gay 
Pride parades commemorate the 
day of this police raid on the gay 
bar at the Stonewall Inn.

In anticipation of Charlotte’s 
Gay Pride Festival and Parade on 
August 17, my recommendation 
would be to read This Is How It 
Always Is and/or Harvey Milk. 
The first would be an excellent 
selection for a book club. Author 
Laurie Frankel treats with great 
sensitivity the complicated issues 
confronting parents dealing with 
the gender identity issues of their 
fifth son. The reader identifies 
with the family during its strug-

gles and rejoices in the ultimate 
changes that unite them.

The biography of Harvey Milk, 
a finalist in this year’s Jewish 
Book Council Biography Catego-
ry, was our CJE Book Club selec-
tion for June.  Harvey Milk was 

the first openly gay man elected to 
public office in the United States, 
and in 2009 was posthumous-
ly honored with the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom, our nation’s 
highest civilian award. The book 
follows Milk’s early life, his en-
deavors to find a satisfactory 
career, and finally concentrates 
on his efforts to find his place in 
San Francisco’s political arena. 
Now 41 years after his untimely 
death by assassination, his legacy 
lives on. How proud Harvey Milk 
would have been to see Jared Po-
lis become the first openly gay 
Jewish governor of Colorado, and 
Pete Buttigieg, the first openly 

gay man to seek the presidency of 
the United States.

Also, worth mentioning is a 
new book of contemporary short 
stories We Love Anderson Coo-
per by R.L. Maizes. The stories 
are about “outsiders” due to their 
sexual orientation, their racial, or 
religious identity, or because they 
look different. If you only have 
time to read one story, read about 
the young man who publicly outs 
himself during his bar mitzvah.

We can all grow and learn 
from reading about the experi-
ences of others. I applaud authors 
everywhere who use their words 
to inspire change in the world. Y

CJE Calendar August 
Fridays: PJ Baby Playdate - 11 AM 

August 4: PJ Library and LJCC Fit and 
Fund Festivities - Fitness For the Whole 
Family - 4 PM at the LJCC

August 19 – September 13: Raid 
Our Shelves. Used Book Sale in the 
Levine-Sklut Judaic Library

August 21: CJE Book Club 10:30 AM

Please Note:
Wednesday afternoon story time will 
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704.247.3033 
kgreenspon@windinsgroup.com

Greenspon & Associates is proud to 
announce its merger with Windermere 
Insurance Group. Since 1974, we’ve 
assisted clients with their group benefits, 
life & long term care insurance, annuities, 
business continuation planning,  
executive benefits, and 401(k) plans.

Our merger with Windermere enhances 
our ability to deliver an extraordinary 
level of service and expertise while also 
expanding our offerings to include  
property and casualty insurance.

Keith Greenspon
Advisor

A new home for the trusted service you 
expect from Greenspon & Associates 

The KEYS to a successful 
real estate transaction...

Buying...Selling...Relocating...

Ann and Andrew
are your KEYS  

to the local
Jewish Community.

Ann Langman
704-502-4328 
ann.langman@allentate.com

Andrew Rosen
704-604-4756
andrew.r    osen@allentate.com

Experience and Commitment!

Serving the Charlotte  
community for over  
30 years.

*Valid for new bookngs only. No cash value. Some restrictions, blackout dates & expiration dates apply.

704.556.8322
Park Road

704.542.4242
Blakeney 

704.541.0943
Arboretum

704.892.9020
Lake Norman

AMAZING RIVER CRUISE OFFERS FOR 2019 & 2020!
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Youth Visions

Hebrew High takes pride in ed-
ucating our students with mean-
ingful Jewish experiences, charis-
matic and knowledgeable clergy 
and educators, and relevant spe-
cial programs. This tradition will 
continue but in an exciting new 
format. We will be implement-
ing “tracks” instead of the more 
traditional core/elective classes. 
Tracks will offer students more 
class variety, more social engage-
ment opportunities, more special 
programming, and more non-tra-
ditional class settings. Each track 
will represent a theme which will 
be incorporated into the program-
ming for that session.
Information for 8-10th Grade 
Students Only

For 8-10th Graders the tracks 
will be:

Track 1 - Shleimut: The Care 
of Me

Track 2 - HaOlam Sheli: The 
World and Me

Track 3 - Yisrael Sheli: Find-
ing My Israel (8th- 9th Grades)

Track 3 – Confirmation (10th 
Grade)

Some highlights of the new 
tracks include:

* Coffee house nights
* Clergy interaction 
* White Water Center Experi-

ence for 8th and 9th Graders 
* Time to hang out and make 

new friends 
* Combined classes with both 

temples 
* Interactive and innovative 

learning. You will not just be sit-
ting in a class room. 

* Opportunities to select your 
favorite electives such as cook-

ing, art, sports, music, and a lead-
ership class … and so much more. 

Tuition for Hebrew High is 
$600 for Temple Beth El and 
Temple Israel members. Tuition 
is $700 for unaffiliated students.  
Information for 11th-12th 
Grade Students Only (Post-
Confirmation)

Post Confirmation students 
(11th and 12th Graders) will have 
two tracks: “Packing Jewishly for 
College” and “The Tea About 
College: Big Questions, Casual 
Conversations.”  Each track has a 
six or seven week curriculum and 
is taught by professionals in their 
related fields. We recognize that 
students in 11th and 12th grade 
have a lot on their plate. We have 
consolidated the Post Confirma-
tion experience to 12-14 weeks 
and updated the curriculum to fo-
cus on teaching students the skills 
they need to survive 11th and 12th 
grade, apply to colleges, and find 
their Jewish life once they get to 
college. The objective of the new 
Post Confirmation experience fo-
cuses on quality not quantity.

Topics for the Packing Jewish-
ly for College might include:

- How to choose your room-
mate

- How to deal with stress 
during the 11th/12th grade year

- How to have hard conversa-
tions about religion 

- Learn about Hillel: Jewish 
Student Life on Campus

- The tolerance level on cam-
pus and number of Antisemitic 
incidents in recent years

The Tea About College: Big 
Questions, Casual Conversations: 

This class gives our students 
an opportunity to sit around a 
table, enjoy a nosh or meal, and 
talk with Rabbi Judy Schindler, 
Sklut Professor of Jewish Studies 
and Director of the Stan Green-
spon Center for Peace and Social 
Justice at Queens University of 
Charlotte about important things 
in their lives. Classes will be held 
at Queens University. 

Tuition for Post Confirmation 
is $450 for Temple Beth El and 
Temple Israel members. Tuition 
is $500 for unaffiliated students.
Hebrew for Credit (grades 
8-12th)

Hebrew High is proud to of-
fer Hebrew for Credit to our stu-
dents. These classes have been 
approved by Charlotte Mecklen-
burg Schools (CMS) and Union 
County Schools (UCPS). Stu-
dents will receive one year of lan-
guage credit for every two years 
they participate and pass their 
Hebrew for Credit class. All He-
brew classes will meet from 5—7 
PM on Wednesday nights at Sha-
lom Park beginning September 
18 (prior to the start of Hebrew 
High). The cost is $200 which 
includes all materials needed for 
the class.  You must be registered 
for Hebrew High to enroll in He-
brew for Credit.   

Save the Date: The Hebrew 
High kick-off program will be on 
Sunday, September 22. Hebrew 
High will mostly be on Wednes-
days from 7-9 PM. We look for-
ward to sharing our exciting new 
program with you. Registration 
forms can be found at www.he-
brewhigh.org. Thank you and if 

you have any questions please let 
us know.

Contact Megan Harkavy, Di-
rector – 704-944-6782 – mharka-
vy@shalomcharlotte.org – with 
any questions.Y 

Welcome to the New and Innovative Hebrew High 
Experience for 8th-12th Grade Students

It’s August and sum-
mer is winding down 
which means school will 
be starting soon. Charlotte 
BBYO teens are ready 
for an exciting year af-
ter attending a variety of 
summer programs, camps, 
and more. Chapter leaders 
and advisors are meeting, 
training, and planning an 
awesome year. Charlotte 
BBYO’s Kickoff Event 
“The Big Splash” will be 
held Saturday evening, 
August 17, at the Levine 
JCC pool. All Jewish high 

school students, 9th–12th grade 
- members, nonmembers, and 
those teens new to town are in-
vited to join us for dinner, a DJ, 
swimming, games, and much 
more. For more information con-

tact Lauren Revenson 
at lrevenson@bbyo.
org. 

For 95 years, BBYO 
has offered so much 
to Jewish teens - lead-
ership opportunities, 
friendships, a connec-
tion to Judaism, an op-
portunity to improve 
the world, travel and a 
place to just have fun. 
Charlotte BBYO has 
over 220 members in 
four chapters - two for 

Alephs (boys) and two for BBGs 
(girls). The chapters meet on 
Tuesday nights at the Levine JCC 
from 7-8:30 along with some 
weekend programming (conven-
tions and sleepovers). With the 

guidance of their chapter 
advisors, BBYO teens 
plan and implement all 
aspects of their program-
ming. Charlotte’s first 
Tuesday night programs 
are August 27 from 7- 
8:30 PM at the Levine 
JCC. 

All new and prospec-
tive members should 
mark their calendar for 
MIT/AIT our new mem-
ber convention, Novem-
ber 1-3. This convention 
weekend brings together 

BBYO Kickoff Event August 17

Olivia Potier and Sam Shulman.

Charlotte BBYO’ers get to hang with teens from 
all over the Southeast during Spring Cultural.

(Continued on page 5)

www.hebrewhigh.org
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The Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte supports programs and services that have 
real impact on Jewish life each and every day, in Charlotte, Israel and around the world.

The combined generosity of thousands of donors to the Annual Campaign makes it 
possible for our community to support more than 50 local, national and international 
agencies providing a lifeline that enhances and often saves Jewish lives. 

More than $4 million was raised this past year from over 1,500 generous donors like you! 

Any commitment, of whatever size, is greatly appreciated. We hope that we can count on 
your support again this year. DONATE TODAY! WWW.JEWISHCHARLOTTE.ORG

Y   UR IMPACT

IT ALL STARTS WITH YOU. YOU MAKE EVERYTHING WE DO POSSIBLE! 

DONATE. VOLUNTEER. MAKE A DIFFERENCE TODAY.  WWW.JEWISHCHARLOTTE.ORG

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE.
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

www.jewishcharlotte.org
www.jewishcharlotte.org
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We sell Diamonds.
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Now accepting Priority Partner reservations.
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LIFE PLAN COMMUNITY

Charlotte’s SouthPark area is  at once posh and pol ished, 
urban and inviting. Into this unparalleled setting, we introduce 
The Barclay at SouthPark.  As a resident,  you’ l l  appreciate a
 f inely appointed pr ivate apartment in a community of easy 

elegance.  You’ l l  dine on chef-prepared meals,  luxuriate in 
resort- l ike amenit ies,  and thr ive through individual ized
  programs that emphasize whole-person wel lness .

119077 barclay how & where ladies ad-qp-cjn-update.indd   1 5/16/19   4:20 PM

Casual visitors to Charlotte’s 
Freedom Park will be in for a sur-
prise on the afternoon of Sunday, 
November 10, when hundreds of 
pajama-clad people take part in 
the Third Annual Pajama Walk, 
an event that helps children and 
young adults with special needs – 
and special talents – realize their 
dreams of living purposeful lives.

The Pajama Walk raises mon-
ey for two nonprofit organiza-
tions – Friendship Circle and 
ZABS Place – aimed at providing 
friendship, social opportunities 
for individuals with special needs. 
Friendship Circle provides peer 
mentoring for children and teens 
while ZABS Place is a thrift bou-

tique offering on-the-job training 
that can lead to a fulfilling career. 

Opening ceremonies begin at 
1 PM at the Freedom Park Am-
phitheater, followed at 1:30 by 
a walk of just under a mile and 
a DreamLand Festival from 2-3 
PM. 

To learn more and sign up visit 
www.PajamaWalk.com.

Friendship Circle and ZABS 
Place are both beneficiary agen-
cies of the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Charlotte.Y

Going the extra mile to make dreams come true. 

Pajama Walk Round 3 Set for November 10 at Freedom Park

Alan Sussman kicks off the Pajama Walk in his monster 
trike.

Walking the trail sporting those PJs. 

our new members from southern 
Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, and southern Geor-
gia. You don’t want to miss this 
great weekend, registration opens 
soon. 

Juniors and seniors mark your 
calendar for our JR/SR Conven-
tion to be held October 18-20. 
Scott Fried, health educator, 
motivational speaker and HIV/
AIDS advocate, will be our 
guest speaker for the weekend. 
To learn more about Scott visit 
https://scottfried.com/.  

It’s never too late to join 
BBYO. If you’re interested in 
finding out more information 
about BBYO or visiting a chap-
ter program on a Tuesday night, 
please contact Lauren Revenson, 
Eastern Region Associate Direc-
tor lrevenson@bbyo.org or call 
704-944-6734.  

Young professionals - Look-
ing for a volunteer opportunity? 
Charlotte BBYO is always look-
ing for talented professionals 
to serve as mentors. If you are 

Jewish, over 21 and interested in 
guiding our teens, please contact 
Lauren Revenson, lrevenson@
bbyo.org. Y

BBYO
(Continued from page 3)

www.pajamawalk.com
www.malakjewelers.com
www.barclayatsouthpark.com


Charlotte Jewish Day School 
continues to honor Zachary 
Shporer’s memory, an alumnus 
of both CJDS and the Barbara 
and Jerry Levin Middle School, 
with granting awards to a teen 
or young adult that has exhibit-
ed a remarkable sense of Jewish 
pride. This decision was made 
together with his parents, Fred 
and Lisa, because Zachary had 
that very reputation of displaying 
Jewish pride. When he was diag-
nosed with leukemia and fought 
the fight until it was his time to 
return his soul to God, the only 
request his parents put out to the 
thousands of people reaching out 
was to do one more mitzvah in his 
honor. 

This year our nominee was 
Noah Goldman, who just gradu-
ated from Queens University. He 
too was a graduate from CJDS 
and the Barbara and Jerry Levin 
Jewish Middle School. Noah 
Goldman has always stood proud 
for Judaism throughout his school 
years, but during college he was 
called upon to stand out and to 
stand up especially because he 
attended a school where he was 
truly in the minority. In his first 
year, he was one of the very few 
Jewish students in the university. 
He did not try to hide and he did 
not try to blend in, rather he stood 
out, and he reached out to build 
bridges, to bring understanding 
and to hold hands with others. 
Noah was known for his willing-

ness to teach about Judaism and 
he helped the campus see inter-
national and national concerns 
through a Jewish lens. He took 
on the role of Hillel President and 
Rabbi Judy Schindler reported 
that “Due to Noah’s tireless and 
steadfast efforts, we now have not 
just individual Jews at Queens, 

we have a Jewish community.” 
He demonstrated leadership, and 
set an example for all of us that 
even in the times we live, it is 
that much more important and 
crucial that we not cower from 
the threat of Antisemitism. Even 
after he himself experienced a 
blatant act of Antisemitism, he 
was not swayed. He still believed 
and continued to stand proud and 
tall with his Judaism, heritage, 
and birthright. He has been ac-
tive in many causes, Jewish, and 
non-Jewish organizations, that 
we as the Jewish people can truly 

be proud. He won many awards, 
too many to mention here. As 
Rabbi Schindler wrote about him, 
“Noah said, ‘Hineni – I am ready, 
I am here to do what needs to be 
done.’” We were also especially 
touched when we saw the picture 
of Noah with his cap and gown 
on, because on his cap, Noah 
drew a Magen David, a Jewish 
Star. In the middle of a crowd of 
people, at his graduation, where 
there were not too many Jews, 
where many of us may have tried 
to blend in, he walked with his 
cap and a Magen David proudly 

displayed on it. For sure, there 
goes a future leader in our Jewish 
community.

Benjamin, Noah’s brother, ac-
cepted the award on Noah’s be-
half since Noah was in Israel at 
the time. Noah will receive $250 
to spend on Jewish books, art, or 
to support a Jewish experience.Y

The Charlotte Jewish News - August 2019 - Page 6

See how liberating life
can be at Overture!

Overture is an equal housing opportunity. Amenities and services vary by location. 
Pricing and availability subject to change. *See a Greystar representative for details.

• Maintenance-free 55+ apartment home 
living that offers the freedom  
to live life carefree 

• Lots of new friends and neighbors

• Innovative programs and events daily

• Lock & leave lifestyle

OvertureCotswold.com

Photo depicts actual Overture resident.

55+ ACTIVE ADULT APARTMENT HOMES

FUNfor a new 55+ lifestyle
OVERTURE COTSWOLD

SouthPark Location
4830 Randolph Road
Charlotte, NC 28211

704-228-9238

DEBUTING
FALL 2019

OvertureProvidence.com

OVERTURE PROVIDENCE
Rea Farms Location

Leasing Showroom:
11508 Providence Rd, Suite K

Charlotte, NC 28277

704-741-0323

NOW
OPEN!

School newS
Noah Goldman Is the 2019 Recipient of the Zachary Shporer Award

Noah at his graduation from Queens 
University.

Zachary Shporer

Everybody Takes Care of Everybody 
Alyson Kalik Celebrates 20 Years with 
CJP 
By Liz Naman 

If you’ve visited Charlotte 
Jewish Preschool over the past 
twenty years, your first stop has 
likely been the CJP office, where 
the first person you encounter is 
Office Manager, Alyson Kalik. 
Sitting behind the desk with her 
signature spiky hair and dark-
rimmed glasses, Alyson is there 
to greet parents, teachers, and 
guests, and answer pretty much 
any question anyone may have. 
Seriously, Alyson seems to have 
a nearly encyclopedic knowledge 
of the families’ names, the teach-
ers’ schedules, and what is need-

ed for each of the forms families 
complete each school year.  

This May, Alyson celebrated 
her 20th year, and on a recent 
night in July, newly elected CJP 
Board President Melanie Resnick 
and I sat down with Alyson to re-
flect on her tenure at the school. 
Situated at a table at Vintner’s 
in the Arboretum, we discussed 
everything from her worst day at 
CJP, her upbringing as a Chica-
go-transplant turned Valley Girl 
in 1980s L.A, and the ubiquity 
of the gray Honda Odyssey in the 
carpool line. 

Alyson grew up in Chicago 

and moved to Los Angeles’ “Val-
ley” for her senior year in high 
school. There, she experienced 
the 90210-style culture shock of 
moving from the Midwest to the 
West Coast, where her classmates 
were relatives of celebrities and 
drove Porsches. After marrying 
and having two sons, Mitch and 
Jake, Alyson realized that “LA is 
not where we wanted to raise our 
kids.” So when Mitch was five 
and Jake was 18 months old, the 
family moved to Charlotte. 

“You know, at first I hated it. 
Coming from large Jewish com-

(Continued on page 10)

www.overturecotswold.com
www.overtureprovidence.com
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AUG. 6-25 • KNIGHT THEATER
AT LEVINE CENTER FOR THE ARTS

“FALL IN LOVE WITH ONE OF THE 
MOST RAVISHING MUSICALS EVER!"

704.372.1000 • BlumenthalArts.org
Group Sales: 704.348.5752

www.blumenthalarts.org
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COTSWOLD

Assisted Living & Memory Care 

5215 Randolph Road
Charlotte, NC 28211

704-495-6031

Independent Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care

11945 Providence Road
Charlotte, NC 28277

704-246-3055
PROVIDENCE

Regardless of age or ability, the benefits of regular exercise are something 
we can all benefit from. 

Waltonwood’s “Forever Fit” program combines strength, endurance, 
balance, coordination and flexibility exercises in a safe and enjoyable 
environment. Our programs keep residents active and motivated to 
maintain their independence and the highest possible quality of life.

Schedule a tour to learn more!

Commitment to
Resident Wellness

Like us on Facebook: 
Charlotte Jewish News

This summer at JPS has been 
rocking. We beat the heat with 
water play and enjoyed many 
activities including story time, 
music, art, and gym. A couple of 
highlights were field trips, challah 
baking, and special visits from the 
police and fire departments.

Our oldest group went on a few 
field trips throughout the summer. 
Check them out below - they vis-
ited an art studio, pottery, Build-
A-Bear, and the farm. What a 
great experience becoming famil-
iar with a school bus and enjoying 
activities off campus.

During Red, White, and Blue 
Week, we celebrated our country 
by wearing lots of red, white, and 
blue, braiding red, white, and blue 
challah, and learning about how 
the policemen and firemen keep 
us safe. 

The firemen brought their fire 
truck to school and the children 
got to climb inside. The police 
men showed us their radio and we 
sat in the police car as well. Thank 
you to Charlotte Fire Deptartment 
and the CMPD for taking the time 
to visit us.

On Thursdays and Fridays, we 
got ready for Shabbat and some 
weeks we got to braid our very 
own challah. 

Sometimes we got to add fun 
things like chocolate chips and 
sprinkles – yummy. The building 
smelled delicious as it baked and 
each child got to take their own 
challah home to enjoy on Shab-
bat. 

Summer camp has been fun, 

filled with laughter and smiles. 
Can’t wait for what next year will 
bring.Y

JPS Camp Highlights

Avery and Izzy show off their 4th of July shirts. Ellie and Noam are on the bus, off on a field trip.

Checking out the fire truck.

Picnic days are the best days. Shaping and painting our pottery.

www.facebook.com/charlottejewishnews
www.waltonwood.com
www.singhcareers.com
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Premier Concierge  
Property Management

www. roskindhomes . com

Hunter Roskind
Realtor®/Broker

If you or anyone you know have 
a property in need of a property 

manager, please call me at:

980.288.5616
hroskind@gmail.com

Richard Roskind
Realtor®/Broker
LICENSED IN NC & SC

704.905.6175
rcroskind@aol.com

Brokerage 
Residential & Commercial

704.542.2220 5815 Blakeney Park Dr., Suite 100
Charlotte, NC 28277

per unit$10 
BOTOX or XEOMIN

$3 DYSPORT. 20 

Summer
Special

$100 OFF each additional syringe of 
Belotero, or the full lines of Juvéderm, 
Restylane, or Radiesse 

$50 OFF 1ST SYRINGE
of filler

per unit

Join us for our Flash Botox and Filler Event 

THURSDAY, AUG. 8 
FRIDAY, AUG. 9 
Call and book your appointment to take advantage 
of these great deals.

OFFER: Patients must pay in full on Thursday, Aug. 8 or Friday, Aug. 9, 2019 to take advantage of the event pricing. Procedures may be scheduled on 
either of those days or at a later date. Patients may not buy additional product for future office visits.

The 9th Annual Shalom Park 
Freedom School (SPFS) movie 
night fundraiser was a tremen-
dous success thanks in large part 
to the members of the communi-
ty that have pledged support by 
purchasing tickets and making 
donations to support the SPFS. 
The annual movie night fundrais-
er is necessary sustain the SPFS. 
It costs approximately $1,500 per 
child to fund a scholar and more 
than 50% of the SPFS annual 
budget comes from individual 
donations.

This year’s movie, “The 
Homestretch,” follows three 
homeless teens as they fight to 
stay in school, graduate, and build 
a future. Each of these smart, am-
bitious teenagers - Roque, Kasey, 
and Anthony - will surprise, in-
spire, and challenge audiences to 
rethink stereotypes of homeless-
ness as they work to complete 
their education while facing the 
trauma of being alone 
and abandoned at an early 
age.

This movie was a 
perfect choice to illumi-
nate our responsibility 
to support our scholars 
attending the Shalom 
Park Freedom School as 
our scholars come from 
Huntingtowne Farms and 
Sterling Elementary, Title 
I schools where 97% of 
children that participate 
in SPFS qualify for free 
and reduced lunch and 
many of our scholars face 
– or will face – similar 
struggles as the teens in 
the documentary.

We could still use your 
help. If you were not able 
to attend and would still 
like to support SPFS and our 
scholars please consider making 
a tax deductible donation. If you 
would like to donate by check, 
make check payable to “Freedom 
School Partners” and note “Sha-
lom Park Freedom School” in 
the memo. The donation can be 
dropped off to the front office of 
the Levine JCC or mailed to: Sha-
lom Park Freedom School, PO 
Box 2612, Matthews, NC 28106. 
Donating online is also an option: 
http://freedomschoolpartners.
org/get-involved/make-a-dona-
tion/donation-form/. Please select 
Shalom Park Freedom School in 
drop down menu with option to 
designate the gift to a specific 
Freedom School site. 

Another way to help would be 
to purchase your Amazon items 
through Amazon Smile. Here 
is the link for the Shalom Park 
Freedom School Amazon Charity 
List: https://smile.amazon.com/
hz/charitylist/ls/TFDAUTN5O-
PY2/ref=smi_ext_lnk_lcl_cl.

It is run through the LJCC am-
azon smile account. You have to 
have an Amazon smile account 
to use it. Purchases will come di-
rectly to the LJCC.    

The movie night fundraiser 
event required tremendous sup-
port from our community. Please 
join us in thanking the following 
people:

Margaret Musa and Annie 
Lord served as the Movie Event 
Chairs and did double duty – as 
they are also the Chairs of the 

SPFS board. If you see Annie 
Lord or Margaret Musa around 
the community, please thank 
them for all of their hard work. 
They did an amazing job coordi-
nating every aspect of this event.

The 2019 row captains includ-
ed the following people: Andy 
and Christy Horwitz, Deidre 
Grub, Rona Karacaova, Lisa Gar-
finkle, Cheryl Alley, Sarah Fli-
gel, Butch Rosen, Tara and Doug 
Benson, Judy Seldin-Cohen, Jill 
Blumenthal, Amy Choffin, and 
Lynne Sheffer.

Thank you to Kim and Adam 
Levy for the snacks and drinks; 
Nancy Bernstein for the center-
pieces; Jered Mond and Izzy’s 
Catering.

And a big thank you to our 
speakers for the night: Mr. Fran-
swa Hill from Huntingtowne 
Farms Elementary and Ms. Tif-
fany Williams from Freedom 
School Partners.  Y

How You Can Help the Shalom Park Freedom School

Nancy Zolotorofe and Kim Levy

Cheryl Alley, Ellen Engelhardt, Laura Lewin, Andrea Wise, Sarah 
Choffin, Burt Greenspon, and Greg Musa. Event co-chairs Annie Lord and Marga-

ret Musa.

www.freedomschoolpartners.org/get-involved/make-a-donation/donation-form/
www.smile.amazon.com/hz/charitylists/ls/TFDAUTN5OPY2/ref=smi_ext_lnk_lcl_cl
www.roskindhomes.com
www.ppsd.com


munities in Chicago and Los 
Angeles, the Charlotte Jewish 
community was small then. But, 
I wouldn’t do it over. Charlotte is 
a great place to raise children. Ev-
erybody takes care of everybody, 
everyone watches over everyone. 
That’s missing in bigger cities.”

Alyson’s experience in mov-
ing to Charlotte echoes that of so 
many young Jewish families who 
have settled here from larger cit-
ies to raise their families, where 
CJP has been their first stop in 
connecting with others in the 
Jewish community. She quickly 
befriended another mother, Sue 
Coben (z”l), who gave her the low 
down on CJP. Alyson says, “Ev-
eryone moves here and they’re 

in the same situation - they don’t 
know anybody, they have little 
kids. Some of my best friends to 
this day are the ones I met at CJP. 
I had their kids in preschool, and 
now they’re graduating college.” 

Alyson’s son, Jake, started out 
in the mom’s morning out pro-
gram and Alyson started subbing 
at the school, and then was an 
assistant in various classrooms. 
Eventually, a spot opened up in 
the CJP office, and the rest is his-
tory. Back in those days, CJP was 
situated in the D-wing of Shalom 
Park and shared a small office 
with TIRS. CJP only enrolled 
about 50 or 60 children; Alyson 
recalls that “when we broke 100, 
we thought: what are we going 

to do? We don’t have enough 
room.” 

Over the past twenty years, 
Alyson has seen the school grow 
nearly 300. She’s seen the school 
move to its current location in 
Building F. She’s seen diffi-
cult days, as longtime teachers 
have passed away, families have 
moved away, and 9/11, as well as 
wonderful days such as Pajama 
Day and Graduation. 

As CJP continues to grow and 
develop, so does Alyson’s role at 
CJP, where she is a crucial part of 
the office team. Of Brooke Amo, 
Alyson says that Brooke has cre-
ated a caring atmosphere at the 
school and “is creative and sees 
the big picture and where we can 

go in the future.” She talks about 
the importance of the comple-
mentary styles of the office staff 
and credits their different styles as 
a reason for them meshing so well 
as a team. 

In the end, though, the parts 
of Alyson’s CJP experience she 
consistently returns to are her in-
teractions with the CJP students. 
Many children stop in the office 
every day just to chat at her desk 
or get a fist bump. “We have 
about 250 families, so about 500 
parents, and that can be intimidat-
ing at first,” she admits. But still, 
“you talk to the same people, and 
you see the same faces, and even-
tually, you get to know almost ev-
eryone every year.”  

Alyson admits that she orig-
inally thought that working at 
CJP “was just going to be some-
thing to do while my kids were 
at school.” However, she says, 
she ended up staying because of 
the “warm and welcoming” en-

vironment. “You get to know the 
parents, you get to know the kids. 
I like getting to see all the kids 
grow. When they start in the ones 
and they’re short and can barely 
walk, and they graduate to the 
fours … and you remember their 
first day of CJP. I can’t see myself 
working anywhere else.” Neither 
can I. Congratulations on a won-
derful milestone. Y
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"Second Look"

FREE programming

adjustment on your

current hearing aids.

($65 value)

3121 Springbank Ln. Ste G

Charlotte, NC 28226

704-540-3081

Madison Levine

Board Certified

Hearing Instrument Specialist

Across from the Arboretum

Alyson Kalik Celebrates Her 20th Anniversary at CJP
(Continued from page 6)

Jewish Family Services

May and June 2019
Volunteers: JoAnn Abdo, 

Rick Abrams, Marcia Arnolt, 
Linda Babich, Ana Bonheim, 
Bill Brightman, James Bryan, 
Suzy Catenazzo, Dan Coblenz, 
Andrea Cronson, Sheryl Effren, 
Maggie Fogel, Mel Frank, Rob 
Friedman, Neil Golub, Jennifer 
Golynsky, Gail Halverson,  Bob 
Jacobson, Brooks Jaffa, Judy 
Kaller, Stephanie Krietman, El-
liot Krietman, Marcia Lampert, 
Eric Lerner, Gary Lerner, Adam 
Levy, Kim Levy, Matt Luft-
glass, Harriet Meetz, Laura Mil-
grim, Frada Mozenter, Janice 
Nalibotsky, Harry Rubenstein, 
Linda Safir, Alex Sherman, Eric 
Sherman, Fred Shporer, Janice 
Shubin, Louis Sinkoe, Mason 
Sklut, Harry Sparks, Shana Suris, 
Liz Wahls, Amalia Warshenbrot, 

Jan Weiner, Nancy Wielunski
Comedy Night Volunteers: 

Alex Catenazzo, Suzy Catenazzo, 
Dan Coblenz, Andrea Cronson, 
Maggie Fogel, Rob Friedman, 
Dave Gerrard, Jodi Greenwald, 
Stacy Gurewitz, Adrian Hirsh, 
Judy Kaller, Marcia Lampert, 
Kevin Levine, Adam Levy, Kim 
Levy, Sophie Levy, Sam Levy, 
Adina Loewensteiner, Josh Loe-
wensteiner, Harriet Meetz, Tam-
my Menaker, Steve Meyer, Laura 
Milgrim, Staci Mond, Luis Perez, 
Lisa Richman, Sarah Richman, 
Isabel Rodgers, Madeline Rodg-
ers, Fred Shporer, Cindy Siesel, 
Celia Solomon, Liz Wahls, Jeff 
Wize, Sherri Zimmermann

Meal Prep by Circle of Gen-
erous Hearts: Barbara and Jed 
Abrams, Cathy Bogus, Ilene Can-
tor, Sharon Cavanaugh, Gladys 
Cherny, Denise and Bob Coo-
per, Sara Friedman, Gail Green, 
Donna and Burt Greenspon, Sari 
Hochberg, Johnson and Wales, 
Fran Kaplan, Judy Kaufmann, 
Penny Kreiger, Harriet Meetz, 
Fran Schuler, Roz Snyder, Mar-
cia Stern, Joyce Stoll, Elyssa Vin-
ing, Robin Zimmerman

Food Pantry Donations: 
Sheryl Abby, Bonnie Bonomo, 
Dan Coblenz, Jaelynn Gardener, 
Julia Greenfield and B tennis team 
in memory of Donald O’Connor, 
Hannah Kaunitz, Robbie Mc-
Ginley, Sam Shuleman, BBYO, 
Charlotte Jewish Day School, 
Charlotte Jewish Preschool, Jew-
ish Community Center Members, 
Hadassah, Temple Israel and 
Temple Beth El Congregants, 
Shalom Park Community Gar-
dens, Publix of Harrisburg

Mitzvah Baskets: In honor of 
B’nei Mitzvah of Allison Repel-
la and Mikah Amo, in honor of 
B’nei Mitzvah of Ava Kornfeld 
and Bob Kornfeld

Special Thanks: Temple Beth 
El Mitzvah Day VolunteersY

JFS Monthly Volunteers 
and Donors

www.homeswithcachet.com
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Why Hire a 
Salesman When
You Can Hire a
Sales Mensch?

w Free Market Analysis  w Free MEGA Open House
w Fire Me Guarantee

ANDY GRIESINGER 4432998946

Dream Home Today. Dream Home Today. 
Your Home Tomorrow.Your Home Tomorrow.

andy@andyre.comwww.SalesMensch.com         

The guests settled in, relaxed, and quickly began laugh-
ing as headliner, Orny Adams, delivered his one-liners and 
jokes. The crowd of 275 guests also raised their paddles 
and opened their hearts during the live auction and call to 
the heart, contributing to the $125,000 raised during this 
Night of Laughter, Lifetime of Healing event.

We are awed, moved, and inspired by the generosity 
of this community and were especially touched when Eric 
and Lori Sklut offered to match the funds raised during the 
call to the heart. 

A special thank you to our entertainment underwriters, 
Adam and Kim Levy, Co-Chairs, Suzy Catenazzo and An-

drea Cronson, our Gilda Radner Sponsor Izzy’s Catering 
and all who donated their time, talent, and gifts. This eve-
ning would not have been possible without your support, 
faith, and belief in what we do.Y

JFS Live Laugh Give Comedy Night Hits a New High

Co-chair Andrea Cronson, JFS Executive Director 
Howard Olshansky, and Co-chair Suzy Catenazzo.

Barbara Goodman with comedian Orny 
Adams. Bashi Oudmayer, Mason Sklut, Eric Sklut, Lori Sklut, Eden Banarie, Greg Gobuty, Maddy 

Stern, Gary Silverstein.

Jonathan Brackis, Dale and Larry Polsky, Annie Brackis

Gary Silverstein, Jodi and 
Gary Michel

Kim and Adam Levy

Front: Jerry and Barbara Levin; clockwise from left: Lawerence Greenspon, Michael 
Greenspon, Lynn and Paul Edelstein, Maureen O’Keefe and Stan Greenspon

MEG D. GOLDSTEIN
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

ESTATE PLANNINIG,
ESTATE AND TRUST ADMINISTRATION,

PRE-MARITAL AGREEMENTS,
CHARITABLE PLANNING AND ENTITIES,
GENERAL CORPORATE AND TAX LAW,

BUSSINESS SUCCESSION PLANNING

5401 LANCELOT DRIVE

CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 28270

704.756.3626

MGOLDSTEIN@MGOLDLAW.COM

WWW.MGOLDLAW.COM
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Offices in Florida, Connecticut, and now South Charlotte 
Nancy Rones Zolotorofe, Director of College Advising, Carolinas 

nancy@internationalcollegecounselors.com

9802652368 
www.InternationalCollegeCounselors.com

TAKE THE STRESS OUT OF COLLEGE ADMISSIONS
Grades 812, Undergraduate Colleges, MBA, Graduate School, Law School, 

Medical School, Dental School

w STUDENT EVALUATION
w COLLEGE SELECTION
w ESSAYS
w INTERVIEWS
w ACADEMIC GUIDANCE
w APPLICATIONS
w EXTRACURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES
w SCHOLARSHIPS

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered
through representatives of Lincoln Financial Services,
member SIPC. Lincoln Financial Services and 
L2 Financial are not related. LFS1568750081116

Larry Horowitz, CLU, ChFC
L2 Financial

15720 Brixham Hall Ave., Ste 575
Charlotte, NC 28277

7046097505    larry.horowitz@skype  
www.L2financial.com

Helping in the CREATION, PRESERVATION 
& DISTRIBUTION of your Estate

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 
Barry Bobrow frp, Ronald and 

Janice Weiner
Arlene Goldstein from Leon-

ard and Judi Strause
Eli Harkavy from Nate Lowen-

steiner
Edward Karp from Paul and 

Lynn Edelstein
Marion Kronovet from Elise 

Menaker
Lisa S. Levinson from Jona-

than and Stephanie Simon, Allan 
and Marcelle Oxman

Judah Massachi from Nat Loe-
wensteiner

Mona Radiloff from Elsie 
Menaker

Mary Rothkopf from Don Liss 
and Ellice Jackson

Jack Stern from Nate Loewen-
steiner

David Thrope from Barnet and 
Harriet Weinstock

Matthew Trager from Adina 
Loewensteiner and Joshua Loe-
wensteiner
IN MEMORY OF

Joseph Catenazzo to David and 
Suzy Catenazzo from Paul and 
Lynn Edelstein

Estelle Lieb to Jeff and Bari 
Gorelick from Samuel and Nancy 
Bernstein

Ethel Gordon to Barbara Green 
from Edwin and Jill Newman, 
Mark and Harriet Perlin

Doris Stern to Tracy Haper 
from Paul and Lynn Edelstein

Martin Husney to Roslyn Hus-
ney from Paul and Lynn Edel-
stein, Sun City Carolina Lake 
Community

Dr. Max Hickman to Hal and 
Holly Levinson from Gary Silver-
stein

Donald O’Connor to Greg 
O’Connor from Susan Hadar, Su-
san Kent, Cecile Lipack

Michael Rotberg to Heidi Rot-
berg from Gary Silverstein, Mi-
chael and Judie Van Glish, Paul 
and Lynn Edelstein

Anna Roth to Arthur and Terri 
Roth from Paul and Lynn Edel-
stein

Florence Rothman Deutscher 
to Mark and Linda Rothman from 
Mark and Harriet Perlin

Larry Schaen to Teri Seidman 
from Andrew and Amy Lam-
parello

Harry Simpson to Lois Simp-
son from Lynn and Myron Slutsky

Your mother to Vali Sorell 
from Rebecca Usadi

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
TO  

Milton and Arlene Goldstein 
from Leonard and Judi Strause

William and Gloria Grifenha-
gen from Sandra Weinstein

Stuart and Carolyn Hennes 
from Sandra Weinstein
IN HONOR OF

Lisa S. Levinson’s retire-
ment from Allan and Marcelle 
Oxman 

Sydney’s graduation to Edwin 
and Jill Newman from Leonard 
and Judi Strause

Your dedication to Jewish 
Family Services to Ronald and 
Janice Weiner from David Thrope
WISHING A FULL AND 
SPEEDY RECOVER TO

Vera Mendel from Elise 
Menaker, Edwin and Jill New-
man, Mark and Harriet Perlin
MAZEL TOV ON

Adam’s Bar Mitzvah to Roger 
and Susan Stiefel from Ben and 
Margie LiebsteinY

Donations to Jewish Family Services in May and June 2019

&SYNAGOGUES
           CONGREGATIONS  

As another busy summer draws 
to an end, Temple Kol Ami of 
Fort Mill, SC is about to get even 
busier. It is time to get back to 
shul and back to school at TKA. 

TKA Religious School will 
start up again on August 25 with 
our Annual Ice Cream Social/
Open House. Our amazing reli-
gious school teachers have been 

planning the curriculum and are 
excited to welcome back our awe-
some students. Last year, we had 
40 students enrolled and celebrat-
ed two B’nei Mitzvah. We can’t 
wait to see our returning kids as 
well as welcome new faces for 
another year of wonderful Jewish 
education and friendships. Is your 
child ready for Hebrew School? 
No matter where they are on their 
path of Jewish learning, we can 
accommodate their needs and get 
them up to speed. Our Religious 
School meets three Sundays per 
month from 10 AM-12 noon at 
Walnut Grove Christian School in 
Fort Mill, conveniently located to 
the Greater York County/Ballan-
tyne/South Charlotte area.  Please 
join us on August 25 for the free 
Ice Cream Social/Open House 
at Walnut Grove, 1036 Maxwell 
Mill Road, Fort Mill, SC. Meet 
the teachers, tour the facility, and 
find out why, at TKA Religious 
School, Sundays are fun days. It 
is not too late to enroll your child 
for the 2019-2020 school-year 
which officially starts on Sep-
tember 8. For more information, 
please contact us at tka.religious-

school@gmail.com 
or go to the website 
www.templekola -
misc.org.

Temple Kol Ami 
is also excited to 
welcome the Tzofim 
Friendship Caravan 
to Fort Mill on Au-
gust 6. The Tzofim 
are a group of Israeli 
scouts who tour the 
US every summer, 
using song, dance, 
and personal stories 
to bring greater un-
derstanding and love 
for their homeland. 
This fun night of en-

tertainment starts at 7 PM at 1691 
SC-160, Fort Mill. There will be 
a dessert reception following the 
performance. This family-friend-
ly event is free and open to the 
public thanks to a grant from 
the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Charlotte. 

Additionally in August, we are 
pleased to have Rabbi Bruce Aft 
of Congregation Adat Reyim in 
Springfield, VA visit with us. He 
will be leading Kabbalat Shabbat 
service at 7 PM on August 23 and 
Torah study the following day at 
10:30 AM. Rabbi Aft has been 
with us multiple times in the past 
and has been very well-received. 
Please join us for his wonderful 
spiritual leadership. For more in-
formation, check our website.

If you live in York County or 
the Ballantyne area, Temple Kol 
Ami might be the place for you. 
We are a warm and inclusive Re-
form congregation comprised of 
Jews from diverse backgrounds. 
We hope you will join us soon 
and find your Jewish home in our 
community.Y

Temple Kol Ami Religious School Open 
House and Tzofim Friendship Caravan 
Coming Up

www.templekolamisc.org
www.internationalcollegecounselors.com
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Josh Rubin’s Plumbing, LLC
LICENSED  BONDED  INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Layouts for slabs  Roughin and Finish
Water Heater Repairs and Replacement

Kitchen/Bath Remodeling
Toilets, Tubs, Faucets, Sink, and Disposal 

Repairs/Replacement
~ 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE ~

NC State Lic. #29197           SC State Lic. #M110508

7045174918

Excitement is building in the 
Charlotte community as the new, 
expanded Chabad Center, on 
Sardis Road, nears completion. 
The beautiful new facility will 
house the multitude of Chabad 
activities that serves people of all 
ages and backgrounds in Char-
lotte. 

A spectacular grand opening 
celebration will take place on 
Sunday, September 15, that will 
showcase the many facets of 
Chabad, which have added vi-
tality and meaning to the Jewish 
community of Charlotte since its 
inception in 1980.

This celebration will coincide 
with Chabad’s 40th anniversa-
ry here in Charlotte. Chabad of 
Charlotte incorporates a flour-
ishing synagogue – Ohr HaTo-
rah; a thriving preschool – The 
Jewish Preschool on Sardis; and 
high level education symposiums 
- The Jewish Learning Institute, 
CKids and CTeens, as well as the 
very popular Friendship Circle of 
Charlotte.

The new center will feature a 
sanctuary which will be used by 
Ohr HaTorah, as well as an as-
sembly place for many Chabad 
educational presentations. The 
ark and the sanctuary furniture 
were built in Israel at Kibbutz 
Lavi. There is a multipurpose 
social hall with advanced multi-
media technology and a brightly 
designed atrium which will serve 
as a pre-function area. Also in the 
new center is a junior congrega-
tion learning center as well as a 
full commercial kosher kitchen 
with a capacity for kosher cater-
ing.

We talked with Rabbi Yossi 
Groner who, together with his 
wife Mariashi, brought Chabad to 
Charlotte in July of 1980. The fol-
lowing are a few of the questions/

answers from the interview:
Chabad is the fastest growing 
Jewish organization globally. 
What is its secret?

“Building relationships. In to-
day’s world of advanced technol-
ogy and instant communication, 
one would think that we, as a so-
ciety, are truly connected. Tech-
nology is great, but it’s artificial. 
People are thirsty for genuine re-
lationships. Chabad seeks to build 
and foster genuine relationships 
with people on an individual ba-
sis.”
Is there a unique formula to 
Chabad’s outreach?

“People today just want to be 
accepted as they are. Chabad is 
totally non-judgmental of those 
who participate in Chabad’s 
programs. Chabad looks for the 
positive in every person and tries 
to help them rise one notch at a 
time in their Jewish life. Chabad 
emphasizes action over talk. One 
single, positive deed that a person 
does to add to their Jewish in-
volvement is valued more than a 
thousand good speeches.”
What is the attraction to 
Chabad?

“The Rebbe would frequent-
ly say that a living entity grows. 
Chabad is synonymous with in-
novation, growth, and bold new 
ideas. Chabad’s goal is to grow 
Judaism. Even though it lives by 
Halachic principles, it concur-
rently thinks out of the box in 
presenting Judaism in an exciting, 
accessible way that allows people 
to connect with it through any 
portal they choose.”
How does Chabad relate to 
today’s generation?

“People who attend Chabad 
feel valued as God’s gift to the 
world. No matter the position 
they occupy or how religious they 
may be. Chabad relates to peo-

ple where they are in life. There 
isn’t a one size fits all template. 
That is why we have many vary-
ing ways of how one can experi-
ence growth. To some, it may be 
a taste of Shabbat with a Shabbat 
101 program. To others, it could 
be attending an exciting JLI on 
ethics, law, or philosophy. Our 
CKids and CTeen programs have 
revolutionized how young peo-
ple experience Judaism. We have 
fused together some of the most 
innovative teaching and develop-
ment ideas for our teen and kids 
programs. Kids who attend our 
Sunday and midweek programs 
are excited to be part of this ex-
perience. Speaking of youth 
programs, the Friendship Circle, 
run by Chabad in Charlotte, has 
opened doors for a host of Jewish 
teenagers to get deeply involved 
in changing the lives of so many 
in need.”
What is the Friendship Circle?

“Friendship Circle brings to-
gether local, idealistic teenagers 
with children of special needs 
to be friends and build relation-
ships. Friendship Circle has de-
veloped a unique approach to 
supporting children with special 
needs. Though their peers may 
enjoy regular play-dates, children 
with special needs often expe-
rience loneliness and isolation 
because of a lack of appropriate 
social opportunities. Our innova-
tive programming is designed to 
fill this void by fostering endur-
ing and meaningful friendships 
between those with special needs, 
our ‘Special Friends,’ and typi-
cally-developing teens, our ‘Teen 
Friends,’ in the Greater Charlotte 
Jewish community. Our core 
program pairs local teens and 
children with special needs for 
weekly visits; the basis of our 
genuine friendships. Through 

a broad range of activities and 
events, Friendship Circle creates 
an atmosphere of acceptance, rec-
ognizing that all people, regard-
less of the obstacles and chal-
lenges they may experience, are 
sacred, worthy of love, and have 
something to contribute.”Y

New Chabad Center on Sardis Road to Be Celebrated on September 
15 with a Grand Opening Ceremony

Davidson, NC - Temple Kol 
Tikvah in Davidson welcomes 
Rabbi David Lipper as the second 
spiritual leader in the congrega-
tion’s history. Rabbi Lipper joins 
the Lake Norman Jewish commu-
nity from Bellevue, WA where 
he served for five years as Inter-
im and Senior Rabbi for Temple 
B’nai Torah. Rabbi Lipper brings 
extensive experience guiding 
growing congregations, building 
community engagement and sup-
porting strategic development.

“We are excited to have Rab-
bi Lipper join us as we start this 
new chapter in the journey of our 
congregation,” said Temple Kol 
Tikvah president Daniel Tobias. 

Prior to joining Temple B’nai 
Torah Rabbi Lipper served as 
an intentional interim Rabbi for 
several congregations across 
the country, assisting with out-
reach, community building, and 
strategic planning in addition to 
providing spiritual guidance and 
support. Interfaith outreach and 
collaboration have been a long-

term focus of Rabbi Lipper. He 
has led interfaith trips to Israel 
and collaborated with faith-based 
communities, creating partner-
ship and community with other 
houses of worship.

Temple Kol Tikvah, founded 
in 2000, is an inclusive and egali-
tarian Jewish community of more 
than 180 families associated with 
the Union of Reform Judaism. 
Since its inception, Temple Kol 
Tikvah has drawn families from 
across the region thanks in large 
part to its vibrant religious school 

and its focus on programming 
for individuals and families in 
all stages in life. Rabbi Michael 
Shields, who served as the con-
gregation’s first full-time Rabbi, 
accepted a position in Tallahas-
see, FL earlier this year.

“I believe Rabbi Lipper will 
connect well with our congre-
gation and be a real asset to the 
community of Lake Norman,” 
said Temple Kol Tikvah founding 
member and past president Slade 
Goldstein.
About Temple Kol Tikvah

Temple Kol Tikvah is an in-
clusive and egalitarian Jewish 
congregation serving the greater 
Lake Norman area and Davidson 
College. More than 130 families 
from various backgrounds and at 
all stages of life create the fabric 
of Temple Kol Tikvah. Com-
mitted to diversity, inspiring 
worship, and life-long learning, 
Temple Kol Tikvah is a member 
of the Union of Reform Judaism. 
More information can be found at 
www.templekoltikvah.org.Y

Temple Kol Tikvah Welcomes New Rabbi
Rabbi David Lipper Joins Lake Norman 
Congregation

Rabbi David Lipper

www.templekoltikvah.org
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CGI Ballantyne Summer 2019 
Four weeks jam packed with CGI fun, field 

trips, activities, art, mad science, Jewish learning, 
singing, and more.Y

Seniors at Carowinds

Michelle and Stella Flasterstein enjoy Ray’s 
Splash Planet

Noah Abas wears foam on his head 
during Atomz Lab

Our seniors at the top of Crowder’s Mountain

Some of the amazing staff at CGI Ballantyne 

Zoey Ben Hail makes a craft during 
FunShops

www.swimmerinsurance.com
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•   On-site amenities like the all-season pool, fitness 
center, restaurants, and more.

•   Stylish apartment homes.

•   Health and wellness resources including an on-site 
medical center.

Our FREE brochure is packed with details about:

FREE
BROCHURE!

13
59
17
68

Learn all about senior  
living at Windsor Run

Get your copy today.  
Call 1-800-583-9680 or visit 
WindsorRunCommunity.com.

Matthews

WindsorRunCommunity.com

 
FREE ICE CREAM SOCIAL/OPEN HOUSE 

August 25, 10 AM-12 PM 
Walnut Grove Christian School 

1036 Maxwell Mill Rd, Fort Mill, SC 29708  
 

Is your child ready for Hebrew School? 
Come check out TKA Religious School, 

meet our awesome teachers and tour our 
beautiful facility, conveniently located to 

the Greater York County/ 
Ballantyne/South Charlotte areas.  

We can accommodate any level of Jewish 
education from Torah Tots to B’nei Mitzvah.  
Find out why we make Sundays fun days! 

 
 
 

For more information: 
www.templekolamisc.org or  

e-mail tka.religiousschool@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE: High Holidays start Sept 29th 
Check the website for details and pricing.   

Join TKA and enjoy the High Holidays  
with us for Free!  

 

Recently after making a re-
quest for “a ramped up Oneg” 
while planning a future event, 
a woman in our congregation 
asked, “What does that mean?”  I 
answered, “Think about how you 
feed us when we come to your 
house.”  It’s the picture of Jew-
ish hospitality with the arrival of 
ushpizin (guests) and even more 
important when those guests are 
leaders and people willing to 
share their wisdom and experi-
ences with the community.

At the end of June, we had local 
guests attend our annual meeting 
and luncheon. An overview of the 
congregation’s accomplishments 
for the year was presented and 
the following officers were con-
firmed for the 2019-2020 term: 
President - Shelley Pawlyk, Vice 
President - Ron Weller, Treasurer 
– Jan Rose, Recording Secretary - 
Robin Spivock, and Ritual Officer 
- Russ Cobe.  

According to the incoming 
leadership, social action projects 
under the direction of Social Ac-
tion Chair, Carol Hahn, will be a 
huge focus. A number of events 
will be held to make it easy for 
people to form friendships in 
the congregation, especially if 
they are new to the area.  It also 
includes expanding education 
to our members and providing 
positive views of Judaism being 
demonstrated in the surrounding 
South Carolina community. We 
want to express our gratitude to 
the Jewish Federation of Great-
er Charlotte for naming Temple 
Solel SC as a new Beneficiary 
Agency. When you donate to the 
JFGC you are helping organiza-
tions in our region and should feel 
a part of all we do. 

In partnership with the Cler-
gy at Temple Beth El, one of our 
recent guests this summer was 
Rabbi Steve Burnstein, who was 
installed at Kehilat Birkat Sha-
lom congregation in Israel work-
ing with Rabbi Miri Gold. She is 
retiring 12/29/19 after 20 years of 
service and leading the Kibbutz 
Gezer Community. We are such 
dear friends with Rabbi Gold and 
this was the first time we had an 
opportunity to meet Rabbi Burn-
stein.  We felt instantly connected 
through our engaging discussion. 
It was a privilege to host him for 
an informal Monday brunch with 
our leadership, which created a 
perfect setting to discuss how to 
infuse Israel in our congregation, 
show support for pluralism, while 
also hearing about the struggles 

still taking place to gain accep-
tance of Reform and Conserva-
tive Judaism. Another visiting 
friend from Brisbane, Australia, 
Lynda Turnbull, said, “I could 
have listened for several more 
hours. It was wonderful informa-
tion I can take home with me and 
share with others in Australia.” 
Many may not realize, but we 
can each become an Internation-
al Member with Birkat Shalom. 
Please don’t hesitate to reach out 
to us at info@templesolel.org and 
we’ll get you the information.

Visiting in July was ISJL Di-
rector, Rabbi Aaron Rozovsky 
to help us celebrate our recent 
move with a Torah service July 
26. Rabbi Rozovksy has a spe-
cial commitment to this nation’s 
armed forces. He has served as 
a chaplain in multiple military 
settings, and was a fellow at the 
Jewish War Veterans of America 
(JWV) Cincinnati-Dayton chap-
ter, Cincinnati, OH.  He led an in-
formative and lively Torah study 
Saturday morning on gun control 
in the Bible (pros and cons). It 
was an opportunity to hear expla-
nations on this topic we hadn’t 
heard before.

On August 3 at 10 AM, we 
have yet another guest, but this 

person is really mishpocha (fam-
ily) returning to us. Edie Yakutis 
was one of our lay leaders before 
retiring from a corporate career to 
answer the Rabbinic call. She is 
currently a second-year student at 
Hebrew Union College – Jew-
ish Institute of Religion, class of 
2023 and planning to share about 
her year in Israel and amazing 
journey to Lithuania and Jewish 
communities within former Sovi-
et Union countries.

For more information write 
us at info@templesolel.org or 
call 803-619-9707. Temple Solel 
holds regular Shabbat services at 
7 PM on the second and fourth 
Fridays of each month at Belair 
UMC Family Life Center, 8095 
Shelley Mullis Rd., Fort Mill, SC 
29707. Y

Temple Solel Hosts Ushpizin 

Seated: Wendy Weinberger and Shelley Pawlyk; standing: Jan Rose, 
Vicki and Ron Weller, Rabbi Steve Burnstein, Robin Spivock, and Al 
Rogat  

Edie Yakutis

“If you see love as a compromise, 
a defeat, you’re mistaken. It’s a victory. 
Above all in time of war, when men are 
filled with death, this is the time to love. 

This is the time to choose. 
An act of love may tip the balance.” 

–Elie Wiesel, Gates of the Forest

www.templekolamisc.org
www.windsorruncommunity.com
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The Mishnah asks: are we per-
mitted to interrupt our singing 
the Shema – the watchword of 
our faith – in order to greet an-
other person? The ancient rabbis 
offer striking advice: you can in-
terrupt a prayer to God in order 
to acknowledge the presence of 
another human being. Judaism’s 
profound idea is that human life 
and relationship are fundamental 
to spiritual living. This is much 
more than a matter of synagogue 
etiquette; this is a Jewish remind-
er that in our places of prayer, in 
our hearts and in our lives, the 
Divine and human share sacred 
space. The enduring idea that 
transcends lifetimes and gener-
ations is that the sanctity of God 
is found in the relationships and 
communities that we create. That 
is what we do when we name a 
baby, or sing and pray at a service 
led by a bat mitzvah student, visit 
someone in the hospital, when we 
rejoice with couples under the ch-
uppah, stand with others as they 
recite the Mourners’ Kaddish for 
their loved ones, or make sand-
wiches for the hungry. 

These ideas aren’t just ancient; 
they are modern too. Recent so-
ciological studies have found 
that the relationships created in 
a religious community pay huge 
dividends and can contribute to 
our sense of connection. As we 
get older and our priorities shift, 
maintaining relationships and de-
veloping new ones often become 
more difficult. Staying commu-
nally engaged is integral to our 
sense of belonging, becoming, 
and our personal fulfillment. We 
cannot forget that humans are, by 
our very nature, social creatures. 
From pre-historic camp-fires to 

our kitchen tables, it was in our 
homes and neighborhoods and in 
our synagogues that we formed 
relationships that add substance 
and support and meaning to our 
lives. 

At Temple Beth El, we believe 
that our lives and faith are more 
than a passive experience. We 
are weavers of a social fabric that 
is shaped by idea that when we 
are in relationship and well-con-
nected, we can better care for the 
well-being of one another. And 
when we support the Jewish spir-
itual growth and learning of one 
another, we live better and rich-
er and fuller Jewish lives. This 
is why Temple Beth El proudly 
opens our doors to everyone: to 
people who have grown up Jew-
ish, interfaith families, Jews of 
color, LGBTQ, young and the 
young-at-heart, and everyone 
who is seeking a community of 
warm welcome and embrace. We 
invite all stakeholders and com-
munity members and leaders to 
create personal meaning, learn 
from the received wisdom of our 
faith, and support one another in 
a world that increasingly looks 
scary.  

An example of this is in our 
incredible TriBE small groups 
initiative. Over 300 members of 
Temple Beth El are meeting reg-
ularly as part of small groups of 
five to fifteen people in homes, 
offices, and other places that pro-
mote relationship building. They 
are self-led. Some TriBEs con-
nect around common interests 

and affinities. Others are gather-
ing to discuss topics of impor-
tance in their lives. All are engag-
ing in meaningful conversation 
and Jewish learning. TriBEs are 
our effort to deepen connections 
with one another, to Temple, to 
God, and to rhythms of Jewish 
time and life. The arc of Eternity 
is illumined by precious human 
encounters at each step of the 
way. The ultimate wisdom of the 
Mishnah is that the human greet-
ing is not an interruption of the 
Shema at all. It is the fulfillment 
of the Shema: of the Oneness that 
is God and the Oneness to which 
God calls us. 

Join Us for Shabbat
Shabbat worship is the high-

light of our week, where music 
lifts our souls, meditative mo-
ments bring us closer to our holy 
selves and relationships deepen. 
We come together every Friday 
night at 6 PM and every Saturday 
morning at 10:30 AM during the 
Summer. 7:30 PM Services will 
start in September. We also have 
a dynamic Torah study on Satur-
day mornings at 9 AM. For more 
information visit: www.templeb-
ethel.org. Y

Shema: the Oneness to Which God 
Calls Us

W.O.W. Shtisel Event
A Different Kind of Jew: 
Dismissal or Shtisel?
By Sara Oppenheim

A phenomenon named Shtisel 
came to Israeli TV a few years 
ago. It deals with love, commit-
ment, loyalty, family, and many 
other themes typically common 
to novels on the big screen. What 
makes this show unique are its 
characters and setting. Shtisel 
is about a fictional ultra-Ortho-
dox family living in Geula, a 
deeply religious, internet-free 
neighborhood in Jerusalem. The 
show won seven Israeli TV Acad-
emy awards. This year, Netflix 
made it available to American 
audiences and the response was 
overwhelming. When The New 
York Times wrote about it, the ar-
ticle was entitled “Netflix’s Shtis-
el Is Binge-Worthy TV on a Strict 
Form of Judaism.” Over the past 
few months, many people have 
asked me about various aspects 
of the show. It wasn’t only the re-
ligious customs that caught peo-
ple’s attention, it was the sociol-
ogy of the family and community 
examined in each episode.  

The Shtisel family is com-
prised of Shulem, the family 
patriarch, a teacher in the local 
yeshiva with strong opinions - 
but also a gentle side. Akiva, his 
youngest son, teaches at Shulem’s 
yeshiva but art is his real passion. 
Giti, his sister, is in a challeng-

ing marriage; her husband takes 
off for Argentina for work and 
she is left with the task of raising 
five children. Akiva is looking to 
get married and is set up with a 
number of eligible young wom-
en, but only when he meets Eli-
sheva, the twice widowed mother 
of one of Akiva’s students, is he 
intrigued and even love smitten 
even though she’s ten years older 
than he is. The humor and pathos 
emanate from their adherence to 
having no sex and barely touch-
ing. Marty Greenfeld, retired 
chief financial officer at Warner 
Records commented that “while 
it is clothed in the world of the 
ultra-Orthodox, Shtisel is a hu-
man story about family, love, and 
community. You laugh, you cry, 
and at the conclusion you want 
more.” 

As a result of the number of 
questions I was being asked, we 
decided to run an event to dis-
cuss the fascinating and myste-
rious world of the Shtisel family 
and the community in which they 
lived. The response on social me-
dia was astounding; it received 
more attention than any other 
event we had ever run.  

The event was well attended 
and we served homemade Je-
rusalem kugel with and Israeli 

(Continued on page 18)

The Green Monster
The Blue Monster

or
Classic Black

The largest selection of fine 
Shinola Timepieces in 

the City of Charlotte

www.templebethel.org
www.davidsltd.com
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OPENINGOPENING
GRANDEST

FOR THE NEW HOME OF

AN EVENT FOR ALL AGES

THE

ב״ה

CHABAD CENTER FOR JEWISH LIFE

COMIC 

MENDY 
PELLIN

Grandest

Kids’
Experience!

Th
e

WINE, 
COCKTAIL, 
& HORS 
D’OEUVRES 

RECEPTION CHASSIDIC 

FOR AGES 1 - 12

FREE   RSVP NOW!

SUNDAY, SEP. 15 @ 5PM
AT 6619 SARDIS RD

CHABADNC.ORG/GRANDOPENING

704-366-3984

HO
STED BY

www.chabadnc.org/grandopening
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To  advertise, contact one of our sales 
representatives: 

Jodi Valenstein, 704-609-0950     
Pam Garrison, 704-906-7034

Dining Out, 
Catering 

& Hospitality

$2 OFF
Any Purchase 
of $10 or more

with this ad

Mike Sadri
Arboretum Shopping Center

7045415099
fax: 7045415989

Only 1 coupon per transaction. 
Expires 8/31/19

Hampton Inn & Suites SouthPark at Phillips Place, 
Charlotte, NC  28210    7043195700

www.hamptonsouthpark.com

SouthPark at Phillips Place

Where Families 
Come Together

w Featuring 124 beautifully decorated guest
rooms and suites conveniently located 

in Phillips Place
w Complimentary amenities include: 

Hot breakfast, internet access,
transportation to Shalom Park

w Hospitality Suite  
w Great Room: Special rates available for

Friday night dinner

For more information, contact:
Erin.Dennis@hilton.com

Photo courtesy of ArtShots Photography 

By Sharon Goretsky, president, 
Charlotte Chapter of Hadassah

On behalf of Hadassah Char-
lotte, I would like you to be among 
the first to learn about our Casino 
Night Fundraiser. This exciting 
event will take place on Saturday 
evening, November 16 at Temple 
Beth El. The night will feature fun 
casino games: blackjack, roulette, 
Texas Hold-Em, and dice.  There 
will also be a silent auction and a 
wine pull. It will be an evening of 
games, food, drink, and fun for 
everyone, from the novice player 
to the seasoned gambler.

I invite you to join us, have a 
great time, and help us reach our 
goal, which will enable Hadassah 
Charlotte to sponsor the construc-
tion of a Nurses’ Station in the 
newly renovated Dermatology 
Department at Hadassah Hospital 
Ein Kerem in Jerusalem. Around 
the clock, Hadassah’s highly 
skilled nurses utilize their special-
ized training to work alongside 
physicians and other staff in the 
departments of the Round Build-
ing and it is imperative that they 
are given the proper equipment 

and location to deliver the best 
care available. This state of the art 
nurses’ station will serve as the 
hub for nursing care and will be 
equipped with all necessary com-

munication equipment including 
computers, printers, loudspeak-
er, and telephones as well as the 
notification system for patients 
requesting attention. Hadassah 
Medical Organization is a world 
leader in melanoma research and 
treatment. In addition, The Marie 
and Aaron Blackman Department 

of Dermatology and Venereology 
has recently established several 
new clinics, each one specializ-
ing in the treatment of specific 
diseases or populations: pediatric 
dermatology, contact dermati-
tis, mole tracking, and a MOHS 
surgery unit. The department is 
also a leading center for treating 
patients suffering from various 
hair and scalp disorders, such as 
alopecia areata. This is in addition 
to their oncodermatology clinic, 
Center for Genetic Diseases of the 
Skin and Hair, and their Clinic for 
Ulcers and Difficult Wound Heal-
ing, among many others.

One of our primary goals is 
supporting Hadassah Medical Or-
ganization, which treats over one 
million patients each year without 
regard for race, nationality or re-
ligion.

I am sure with your participa-
tion our Casino Night will be a 
great success and we will be able 
to give the hard working nurses 
at Ein Kerem the facility they de-
serve, which in turn will benefit 
all the patients. 

Look for more details and tick-
et information soon. If you have 
any questions, please do not hesi-
tate to call or email me at sharon.
goretsky@gmail.com.Y

Women’s News
Save the Date
Hadassah Casino Night

W.O.W. Shtisel Program
(Continued from page 16)

pickles, the typical Shtisel food. 
One common denominator linked 
people’s comments was the de-
gree to which superficiality and 
conjecture had informed their 
view of an entire community; this 
hadn’t occurred to them before 
watching the show, which is not 

like most other depictions of the 
Haredim that they wish to leave 
the confines of their society. Shti-
sel is about the ordinary pains and 
joys of living within it. As one of 
the show’s creators, Yehonatan 
Indursky, said, “This outlook that 
Haredim live in a kind of ghetto 
and are just waiting for the day 
they can escape — it’s an occupa-
tion fantasy for secular people.” 
All this despite the fact that not 
so much as a kiss is exchanged on 
camera.

Some people submitted ques-
tions online before the event, oth-
ers wrote them on slips of paper, 
and others publicly commented 
or asked questions. 

There were many questions 
about dating in the Haredi world 
and how foreign, but at the same 
time understandable, it is in the 
21st century. How about dogs; are 
they taboo in the ultra-Orthodox 
world? There was an endearing 
scene where Shulem feeds a dog 
some schnitzel from the refriger-
ator and cholent. How about head 
coverings — for men and wom-
en? What is this whole yarmulke 

thing anyway and are guys obli-
gated to sleep with them? (No, for 
the record.)  Why were their two 
beds in the bedroom; don’t hus-
band and wife sleep together? 

An interesting insight shared 
by all was how independent the 
women were. These were no pas-
sive pushovers who simply did 
what they were told. They were 
intelligent, creative, took initia-
tive, and were not content to be 
mere observers or bystanders in 
the world of the men in their lives.  

People are human; most of us 
share the same challenges. Shtis-
el has done something the Jewish 
community at large seeks to do — 
unite Jews and ignore their back-
ground or level of observance. 
The fact that people from diverse 
backgrounds chose to attend an 
event about a family foreign to 
their culture is an indication that 
we are one people who still feel 
connected through culture and 
religion, and still feel linked to 
our brothers and sisters, no matter 
how far removed they appear. Y

www.hamptonsouthpark.com
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community news
FCJC Legacy Celebration and Annual Meeting

Stephen Philipson, David Levin, Doug Benson Laura Milgrim, Phil Warshauer, Arlene Davis
Marcy Dumas, Ellen Reich, Rick Glaser, Fred Dumas

Isaac Luski reads the program for the 
evening.

Shellie and Harvey Barer, Bill Gorelick Rabbi Yossi Groner, David and Aleen Epstein

By Alexis Strouse, clinical thera-
pist, Jewish Family Services

Whether the summer was jam-
packed with camp, play dates, 
outings, and other fun activities, 
or filled with complaints about 
being bored with nothing to do, 
kids often have a tough time mak-
ing the back-to-school transition. 
It can be especially challenging 
when balancing work and a busy 
family life. 

And while the start of a new 
school year is exciting for most 
kids it can also bring with it a 
spike in anxiety, even for kids 
who are usually pretty easy going, 
so it is not uncommon to see a rise 
in some difficult behaviors from 
your child including (by age):

o Toddler and Pre-School Age: 
increased tantrums, separation 
anxiety, regression (may seem 
like they are going backwards in 
their development but it is usual-
ly temporary) with toilet training,  
change in sleep schedule/bedtime 
problems, increased crying and 
power struggles, not following 
directions. 

o Elementary Age: talking 
back, disobedience, fighting and 
aggression, worries, anxiety, 
nightmares and sleep schedule 
changes, bed-wetting, irritable 
mood, lying, fighting with sib-
lings, difficulty with friends at 
school, and resistance to school 
routine. 

o Middle/High School: irrita-
ble mood, “rude” and disrespect-
ful behavior, power struggles, 
increased anxiety, shift in focus 
to peer/friendships, and talking 
back.

We all want our kids to lead 
happy and fulfilled lives and at 
any given time we are doing our 
best to make that happen. Some-
times tips and guidance from out-
side sources can help. Actively 
participating in parenting educa-
tion, formal or informal can yield 
strong benefits for both parents 
and their children. After all, as a 
parent, who wouldn’t want their 
child to calmly follow instruc-
tions, do well at school, make 
friends easily and feel good about 
themselves? A 2016 review of 
parent education programs from 
the Wilder Foundation found that 
children of parents who partic-
ipate in parenting education of-
ten demonstrate higher levels of 
empathy, sharing, and helping 
others, and have less destructive 
behaviors such as aggression, de-
linquency, and hyperactivity. 

According to the Triple P Pos-
itive Parenting Program, one of 
the few parenting programs based 
on evidence and research, par-
ents who use positive parenting 
say they feel more confident, less 
stressed, and have less conflict 
with their partner over parenting 
issues. 

Triple P’s approach to posi-
tive parenting is based on some 
very simple ideas that have been 
shown to help make raising chil-
dren easier. There are hundreds 
of evaluation papers and random-
ized controlled trials that show 
Triple P can work for most fami-
lies – across different cultures, so-
cio-economic groups and in many 
different family structures. Some 
key highlights:

* Triple P reduces problem 
behavior in children and improve 
parents’ wellbeing and parenting 
skills.

* In communities where Triple 
P is widely available, (which it is 
in NC) children have fewer be-
havioral and emotional problems.

* Parents using Triple P say 
they are less stressed, less de-
pressed, and don’t use harsh dis-
cipline.

Here are some Triple P Posi-
tive Parenting Strategies that may 
help with Back to School:

Establishing a Bedtime Rou-
tine, including a regular bedtime, 
a child friendly checklist that the 
child uses each night to prepare 
for bed, and preparing the child 
ahead of time each night before 
the routine, praising specific be-
haviors the next morning helps.

To avoid talking back and 
fighting, Triple P suggests a 
“Planned ignoring for undesir-
able behavior.” When your child 
demonstrates an undesired be-
havior such as tantrums or talking 
back, Triple P suggests ignoring 
the behavior entirely until the 
tantrum stops. This technique is 
used is specific situations with 
the coaching of your Triple P pro-
vider. 

For teens with anxiety, talk 
openly about feelings and how 
to deal with upsetting events, 
encourage teenagers to develop 
problem-solving skills (which 
your Triple P provider can help 
with one an individual basis).

For stronger communication 
with your teens, especially about 
fear-based situations, engaging 

in “Casual Conversation” and 
listening to their fears may not 
sound like a “big deal” to you- 
but it feels like a bid deal to them. 

Manage your own emotions 
- The most important lesson in 
Triple P is to manage your own 
emotions, stay calm, set a posi-
tive example, and give positive 
attention. 

Triple P is a parenting program 
but it doesn’t tell you how to be 

a parent. It’s more like a toolbox 
of ideas. If you or someone you 
know is faced with parenting 
challenges or would like to learn 
how to encourage good behav-
ior and manage the challenging 
behaviors, please call 704-364- 
6594.  Jewish Family Services’ 
clinical therapists are credentialed 
in Triple P. They may use these 
and other strategies to help get 
you through the tough times.Y

Back to School – Getting Ready

Hebrew Cemetery Annual 
Memorial Service 
By Lorrie Klemons, event chair

All over the world, Jewish 
communities hold annual memo-
rial services on the Sunday be-
tween Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur. The Board of Directors 
of the Charlotte Hebrew Ceme-
tery Association invites you to 
join us at our very own sacred and 
magnificent Hebrew Cemetery on 
Sunday, October 6 at 1801 States-
ville Avenue, for our own com-
munity’s Annual Memorial Ser-
vice. The service begins promptly 
at 10:30 AM, rain or shine. Each 
year 300+ members of the Char-
lotte Jewish community attend 
this meaningful service. Come 
see what all the fuss is all about. 
Come spiritually reconnect with 
memories of loved ones, friends 
and acquaintances who are no 
longer amongst us.

Our Annual Memorial Ser-
vice is a special time to honor, 
celebrate, and embrace our loved 
ones, friends, and members of the 
community who have departed 
this earth and lie embraced by 
Mother Earth in our hallowed 

cemetery grounds. Led by our 
beloved and esteemed Charlotte 
clergy, we are sure you will find 
it a meaningful and moving ex-
perience. Inspired by the spirit of 
repentance (teshuvah) and renew-
al during the 5780 High Holiday 
season, visiting the graves of be-
loved relatives, friends, or other 
tzadikkim (righteous people) is a 
mitzvah that helps us live in ac-
cordance with our ancestral ideals 
and values. 

As you enter the main gate 
of the cemetery, be sure to stop 
and admire the “Silverman Cir-
cle,” highlighted by a spectacular 
bronze sculpture of a modernistic 
interpretation of a “Tree of Life.” 
The Cemetery Association is ex-
tremely proud of this magnificent 
addition to our cemetery, com-
missioned by Greensboro art-
ist, Jim Gallucci. We are deeply 
grateful for the vision and gener-
osity of Mattye and Marc Silver-
man who made this magnificent 
sculpture and the Silverman Cir-
cle a reality.  

(Continued on page 28)
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Pricing Codes:      M=Member     B=Benefactor     NM=Non-Member

www.charlottejcc.org    •     704-366-5007

LJCC Department Directory 
Please contact us if you have questions!

Membership
Susan Lerner  704-944-6741
susan.lerner@charlottejcc.org

Early Childhood 
Patty Torcellini  704-944-6891
patty.torcellini@charlottejcc.org

K-5th Grade Programs
Mitch Ormand  704-944-6733
mitch.ormand@charlottejcc.org

Adults & Seniors/Oasis
Jill Lipson  704-944-6792
jill.lipson@charlottejcc.org

Wellness & Fitness
Jenny Crow  704-944-6870
jenny.crow@charlottejcc.org

Sports
Stephanie Garner  704-944-6743
stephanie.garner@charlottejcc.org

Aquatics / Swim Team
Joshua Steinberger  704-944-6746
joshua.steinberger@charlottejcc.org

LJCC Tennis / CRUSH
Greg O’Connor  704-944-6748

gregory.oconnor@charlottejcc.org

Visual/Performing Arts
Susan Gundersheim  704-944-6778
susan.gundersheim@charlottejcc.org

J-Childcare
Amie Gray  704-944-6726
amie.gray@charlottejcc.org

Social Action
Julie Rizzo  704-944-6730
julie.rizzo@charlottejcc.org

Sandra and Leon Levine Jewish Community Center
5007 Providence Road  |  Charlotte, NC 28226
704-366-5007 |  charlottejcc.org  |  facebook.com/levinejccAugust 2019

7 weeks – 7 years old
Children will enjoy a nurturing environment to explore 
and have fun with crafts and activities, while parents 
workout. 
Mon-Fri AM .................... 8am-1pm
Mon-Thu PM .............4pm-7:30pm
Saturday ...................... 12pm-3pm
Sunday ......................8:30am-2pm
Per Hour:    M/$4.50      NM/ $5.50

Grades K-5th
A great, supervised space for your elementary age 
child to have fun and hang out with friends, while you 
workout! 
Sundays, 8:30am–1pm 
Location: Check with LJCC Customer Service
M/$2/hour
NM/$5.50 per hour 
Reservations Required! 704-366-5007, or visit  
LJCC Customer Service.

www.charlottejcc.org
www.facebook.com/levinejcc
www.charlottjcc.org
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like us!    •    facebook.com/levinejcc

SHIIP  
Seniors’ Health Insurance  
Information Program
Free Medicare Counseling Available year  
round! Please call Senior & Adult Director 
Jill Lipson at 704-944-6792 for information

Read our monthly OASIS  
Senior Enrichment

newsletter at charlottejcc.org

Adults 

Integrative Medicine  
with Dr. Russ Greenfield
Integrative medicine is an evidence-based treatment 
that can be combined with traditional therapies to 
improve health and support healing through treatment 
and beyond. Come hear about this treatment from  
Dr. Russell H. Greenfield, MD (Russ), medical director 
of Novant Health’s Integrative Medicine Program.
Friday, August 9
1-2pm
Weinberg Senior Center
Free
704-944-6753 or sharri.benjamin@charlottejcc.org 

“Nosh & Know”  
about Parkinson’s Disease (PD)  
Join us monthly for a series of topics. We’ll provide 
refreshments and snacks. August topic: “Never Give 
Up: Retired State Trooper Shares His Inspirational and  
Emotional PD Story.” Presented by Tommy Dellinger.
Tuesday, August 13
11:30am-12:15pm 
Weinberg Senior Center
Free
Upcoming monthy topics:
September 17: “Music and Its Benefits For  
Parkinson’s Disease” – presented by  
Gretchen Chardos Benner, LMSW, MT-BC
Director/Owner, Piedmont Music Therapy, LLC
October 29: “Non-Motor Symptoms of PD,  
Including Sleep Disturbance, Anxiety, and 
Depression.” Presented by Dr. Craig Chepke, MD, 
FAPA, Psychiatrist, Excel Psychiatric Associates.
November 19: “Meditation and the Benefits It May  
Have On PD Management.” Presented by Jenny Plaus,  
Transformational Meditation Certification and 
Meditation Teacher.
December 17: “Ideas for Making your Life Easier and  
Safer with Parkinson’s Disease.” Presented by Staci 
Mond, OT, Advanced Home Care.

In collaboration with 

Must RSVP each month, by the Friday before to
704-944-6792 or jill.lipson@charlottejcc.org 

Living Healthy with Chronic Pain
A Six-Week Course* 
This workshop helps people who 
are experiencing a wide range of 
chronic pain conditions such as:
Musculoskeletal pain • Whiplash injury
Fibromyalgia • Repetitive strain injury
Neck pain • Chronic knee pain
Post stroke • Neuropathic pain & others
Course topics will cover:
Making an Action Plan • Problem-Solving
Fitness/Exercise • Pacing Activity & Rest
Using Your Mind to Manage Symptoms
Difficult Emotions • Fatigue/Sleep-Communication
Healthy Eating • Medications • Depression
Making Treatment Decisions
Working with Your Health Care Professional
Future Plans & more
You will learn from trained volunteer and professional 
leaders who will help you set goals and make a step-
by-step plan to improve your health and your life.
Tuesdays, August 20 – September 24
10am–12:30pm
FSP Boardroom (First class meets in Room A110
Free (*You must be able to attend all 6 sessions)
Spaces are limited; register by Tuesday, 8/9 to
704-944-6753 or sharri.benjamin@charlottejcc.org

Ladies’ Night Out: Italian Cooking Class
Appetizers, wine, and learning! Chef Roberta of  
“Con Gusto” grew up in Italy. She will share the 
history of ingredients and 
recipes that tell about 
geography and cultural 
diversity. This is a hands-on 
experience with homemade 
recipes using fresh, organic 
ingredients.  
Thursday, August 22 
6:30pm
Location TBD
M/$38    NM/$48 
704-944-6737 or  
robin.stier@charlottejcc.org

Levine JCC Butterfly Project –  
Volunteer Training
Join us to learn about volunteering  
for the LJCC Butterfly Project workshops 
and/or for a refresher course.
Thursday, September 5 OR Tuesday, September 10
9am – New Volunteers
10am – Returning Volunteers
Family Place
RSVP to Lori Semel at butterflyproject@charlottejcc.org

JMemory Café
Caring for a family member with mild to moderate 
dementia? Come with them to the  JMemory Café.
Socialize, meet new friends, 
engage in activities together and 
just have fun. A light breakfast 
will be served. 
The purpose of the program: 
•  social engagement & 

discussion
•  a safe, relaxed and non-judgmental environment
• enjoy music, art, and more
Meets twice every month: 
2nd & 4th Thursdays • 10am–12pm
Weinberg Senior Center
704-944-6792 or jill.lipson@charlottejcc.org

Oasis Book Club
August’s Book: A Gentleman in Moscow,  
by Amor Towles
Friday, August 30, 1–2pm
FSP Boardroom • Free

Tai Chi/Qigong 
Adults 50+ 
Improve your strength, balance and flexibility  
through this gentle form of fitness. 
Tuesdays, 11:45am–12:45pm (all levels)
Swimmer Family Aerobics Studio 
Oasis/M/$30 B/$20 NM/$42 per month 
Drop-in fee: M/B/$12 p/class NM/$14 p/class

Chronic 
Pain

www.charlottejcc.org
www.facebook.com/levinejcc
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At Chabad Young Professionals, 
we hosted our third annual mega 
Shabbat dinner with over 130 young 
Jewish professionals in attendance. 
It was held at the Springhill Suites 
in Uptown Charlotte with a beauti-
ful 16th-floor patio, an open bar, and 
delicious Shabbat food. We want to 
thank all those who made this event 
possible. Platinum Sponsor - Becom-
ing MedSpa; Gold Sponsor - Rick 

and Dru Abrams, Table Sponsors - 
Larry Schwartz 3x, South State Bank 
2x, Andy Griesinger, Brian Hill, Bi-
azzo and Panchenko Counsel LLC, 
Carolina Facial Plastics, Brian Karp, 
Anonymous, and Jon and Dina Mas-
sachi. 

For upcoming events, visit theup-
townchabad.com or email motti@
theuptownchabad.com for more in-
formation.Y

David Braverman, Evan Brown, Alyssa Lepow, Nina 
Rose, Amy Fine, and David Deutscher

Mara Kosoff, Jamie Liner, Jake Wohl, and Maeve 
Ginsburg

Lindsay London, Nicole Hamilton, Deena Cronson, 
Gabi Lewis, and Emily Turk

Maya Lesack and Olivia Halp-
erin played on the Junior Girls’ 
Soccer Team at the 14th Annual 
Pan American Maccabi Games, 
July 5-15, in Mexico City. They 
were among 400+ US athletes 
and 2,500 other Jewish athletes, 
participating in 24 different 
sports.

The Games are hosted by the 
Confederacion Latinoamericana 
Maccabi (CLAM). 

They are conducted in cooper-
ation with Maccabi World Union 
and are held every four years, 
two years after the Maccabiah is 
held. The Pan American Maccabi 

Games are a high-level athletic 
competition for Jewish athletes 
all over the world aimed at con-
necting Jews from the Diaspora. 

Maccabi USA builds Jewish 
pride through sports, generating 
the emotional intensity, high ide-
als, and powerful camaraderie of 
competition. They connect ath-
letes, volunteers, and supporters 
with the global Jewish commu-
nity. Their athletic, educational, 
and cultural experiences build 
Jewish identity, perpetuate Jew-
ish continuity worldwide, and 
strengthen support for the State 
of Israel. 

Maya Lesack plays for a Club 
Team, CSA Palmetto King, and 
is a rising 9th grader at Fort Mill 
High School. She participated on 
last year’s USA team in Haifa, 
where her team won a silver med-
al. She and her family are mem-
bers of Temple Israel.

Olivia is a rising sophomore 
at Charlotte Latin School and 
has been playing soccer since she 
was five. She and her family are 
Temple Israel members. Olivia is 
involved with Friendship Circle 
and is on the Teen Board of Sha-
lom Park Freedom School.Y

Local Athletes Participate in 14th 
Annual Pan American Maccabi Games

Maya Lesack

Olivia Halpern

ZABS Place is a nonprofit 
thrift boutique offering a distinc-
tive selection of donated goods 
at tremendous values, from basic 
household products to design-
er clothing. But what makes the 
store truly special are the spe-
cially talented young adults who 
work there, learning valuable job 
skills they are parlaying into ful-
filling careers.

In 2014, ZABS Place put out a 
call to the Jewish community ask-
ing for gently used “stuff” to help 
us get started. Ever since then 
the flow of donated goods nev-
er ceased. We’d like to take this 
opportunity to say “Thank You.”  
Thank you to our community, 
thank you Jewish Federation and 
Jewish Family Services for help-
ing us facilitate these donations. 

What can you donate to ZABS 
Place? Gently worn or new cloth-
ing, shoes, toys and games, jewel-
ry (even costume jewelry), home 
decor, kitchenware, and furniture.

To learn more or to schedule 
a furniture pickup, visit www.
ZABSPlace.org. 

ZABS Place is project of the 
Friendship Circle and a beneficia-

ry agency of the Jewish Federa-
tion of Greater Charlotte. Y 

Thank You Jewish Community for 
Making ZABS Place So Special 

Deliah decorating the ZABS Toy Zone A view from the ZABS floor

 Our ZABS Talent

Chabad Young Professionals
Mega Shabbat

www.ZABSPlace.org
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APPLE PICKING
Sunday, September 1,10:00 am

Carrigan Farms. Mooresville, NC

Early bird pricing: $8/person before Aug 26
After Aug 26: $11/person

Includes: Hayride, tour, activities, crafts, 
cider tasting and half a peck of 

apples to take home!

First 60 families to register receive
 a Swag Bag full of treats!

Optional $5 Kosher hot dog lunch available 
for purchase during registration. 

KUGELICIOUS
Sunday, Sept

ember 15

10:00 -
 11:00 a

m

Charlotte
 Jewish Day 

School

Come make yum
my noodle kugel, 

decorate
 candle stick

s and eat 

apples a
nd honey 

to get r
eady 

for Rosh Has
hanah.

FREE, but 
Space is

 Limited. 

RSVP Required
 by Sept

 10

(Ages 2
 and up)

SWEET NEW YEAR SERIES:
Let PJ Library Help you 
Celebrate the New Year

Register at

www.nextgencharlotte.org

www.nextgencharlotte.org


Presented by

8th Annual Levine JCC

Kids’
Triathlon

Kids’
Triathlon

June 2, 2019
More than  
$130,000  

 to be donated to  
LCH and ASAP!

Congratulations To Our 200 Participants!

Our event was a  HUGE SUCCESS...  We could not do this without your generous support! 

5 Former   
LCH rehab
patients

participatedTop 3 
Fund Raisers
H Makenzie Elkins
H Bailey Christensen
H Ethan & Zayna Bock

Thank You  
to more than  

75 volunteers who 
helped make this  

event possible! 

Forrest Firm, P.C.  •  Friendly Dental
The William and Patricia Gorelick Family Foundation

Laxer, Long & Savage  •  McGuire Woods
Moore Van Allen  •  Northwestern Mutual 

Pomerleau Family

Andrew Rosen with Allen Tate Realtors
Ask Legal – Lord Law Firm  •  Interstate Solutions 

Matrix Fitness  •  St. John Photography 
What’s Water Ice  •  Your Event Source

Dale & Larry
Polsky

Julie & Howard Levine 
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh L. McColl, Jr.

Lori & Eric Sklut

“Fantastic job! The girls had an amazing 
time, thank you!!!! We are already  

looking forward to next year.” 

“Yesterday was our first Kids Tri, and our 
family was so impressed by this awesome 

event! My kids had barely crossed the finish 
line before asking if we can do it again next 
year. Thank you for all the hard work that 

went into planning this. Our family will 
definitely be participating again.”

“What a great event! You did so much  
work and it showed. I could tell the changes 

from last year and my friends that did it  
for the first time were very impressed!  
Thank you for making so many great 

memories for my family and me!”

“What an amazing and inspiring day!  
It was our first Kids Tri and our daughter  
had a fantastic time. Thank you so much  

for organizing this wonderful event.”

“Congratulations on a superb event.  
So well organized!!”

charlottejcc.org

Words of Praise from  
“Tri” Parents:

A Benefit for Pediatric Rehabilitative Services 

As the LJCC Butterfly Project celebrates its 10-year Anniversary, 
we are searching for a part-time facilitator to lead workshops approximately two 
mornings per week during the academic year (mid-September through mid-May).  
• Prior classroom teaching experience (grades 5–12) is required. 
• Candidates must be available between 8am–1pm. 

The complete job description and position requirements can be found at:  charlottejcc.org  
Questions? Email LJCC Director of Human Resources: virginia.williams@charlottejcc.org
 

NOW
HIRING

The Levine JCC Butterfly Project offers 2 ½-hour workshops as field trips to 5th through 12th 
grade students. Following its motto, Zikaron v’Tikvah – Remembrance and Hope – the 

workshops use the lessons of the Holocaust as a vehicle to teach what can happen 
when biased feelings, biased acts, and discrimination are allowed to flourish. The 

workshops go beyond statistics and lectures, personalizing the education by creating 
a connection between each participant and one of the 1.5 million children who 

perished in the Holocaust. Our goal is for participants to remember the past, act 
responsibly in the present and create a peaceful future. 

Zikaron v’Tikvah
Remembrance and Hope

www.charlottejcc.org
www.charlottejcc.org
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Anonymous (1)
Susan & Benjamin Aizenman

Anthony & Brooke Amo
Brian & Glenda Bernhardt
Andrew & Elka Bernstein

Susan P. Bessey
David & Bonnie Bornstein

Michael & Karen Coates-Traynor
Jennifer & Jonathan Collman

Andrea & Jeremy Davids
Jill & Michael Dinerman

Elizabeth Ren & Michael Grunwald
Dale Lederer

Elissa & Joshua Levine

Leon & Sandra Levine
Staci & Darren Mond

Marcelle & Allan Oxman
Rachel & Darren Pierce

Julie & Scott Rizzo
Allen Sherman & Suzy Savod
Renee & Philip Schreibman

Jonathan & Stephanie Simon
Anne & Mike Sinsheimer
Ruth Ann & Tom Smith
Steve & Emily Snyder

Stephanie & Steven Starr
Joseph & Renee Steiner

Mike & Andie Taylor

Amy & Ross Udoff
Amy & Mark Vitner

Janice & Ronald Weiner
Evan & Debby Weiss

Eric & Joanna Wisotsky
Marisa & Joe Zeibert

INNOVATOR ($1,000 & up)
Amy & Ross Udoff
Andrew Rosen with Allen Tate 
Brian Hook & Lori Molitor
Brooke & Brendan Malley
David & Monica Levine
Liz & Jeremy Naman
Melanie & Brandon Resnick
Pam & David Belinkie
Rachel & Justin Brown
Rachel & Paul Pomerleau
Ross & Jillian Palash
Shira & Chiranjeev Bordoloi
The Batt Family
The Pruden Family

BENEFACTOR ($500–$999)
Becca Weiner & Drew Green
Bernie Lee & Hsiaoting Hung
Beth & Jeff Richek
Brian & Dori Slutsky
Brooke & Anthony Amo
Casey & Amy Bohl
Elizabeth Ren & Michael Grunwald
Jane Green
Janice & Ron Weiner
     In honor of Rebecca Weiner
Katherine Slayton & Avery Tamburro
Lauren & Eric Althofer
Marc & Gretchen Scavo
Marcelle & Allan Oxman
Matthew Goldstein & Dr. Barrie Morganstein
Melanie & Eliot Brown
Meridith Snipes & Geoff Schwartz
Russel Slayton, JR
     In honor of Kat Slayton & Avery Tamburro
Taryn & Eric Fenner

PATRON ($180–$499)
Adi Avin
Adina & Josh Loewensteiner
Allen Sherman
Alyson Kalik
Amanda Vestal & Erin Goldstein
Amy & Ian Shaw
Amy & Mark Vitner
Andrew & Dana Dombrowski
Brandon & Kara Culp
Brian & Mattie Ablitz
Carol & Jeff Klein
Casey Topol & Jason Pressberg
Clergy of Temple Beth El
Daniel Shelkrot & Jimmy Collins
Dave & Laura Press
Dikla Regev & Daniel Fuchs
Dr. Robert & Cheryl Newman
Eliza & Richard Carney
Elyse & Sid Thakur
Emily Snyder

Erica & Dave Ellenbogen
Harper Wan & Family
Helena & Stormy Scott
Helene & Mark Rubert
Hilary & Aaron Prosnitz
Hunter Nottingham & Shannon Hill
Irena Stavreska
Ivy & Adam Berman
Jackson & Kristin McRae
Jacquelyn & Daniel Williams
Jennifer & Casey Mathys
Jennifer & Dan Aja
Jennifer Golynsky
Jenny & Jared Sugar
Jessica & David Coxson
Joe & Marisa Zeibert
Judy & Stanley August
Julie & David Sheffer
Karly & Sam Lucas
Kylee Rudd & Ben Singer Scott
Lauren & Tzvi Nussbaum
Lee & Kristen Lampert
Leslee & Adam Kuykendal
Lindsay & Scott Muns
Lizzette & Gary Khodak
Luis Yaquian
     In honor of Leila’s teachers
Marilyn & Fred Kraus
Marisa & Jeff Jackson
Marissa & Austin Karp
Marissa & Brian Bailey
Matthew & Louise Trager
Megan & Andy Harkavy
Megan Sadler
Michael & Rikki Kinitsky
Michelle Bamford
Paula Gentile
Philip & Renee Schreibman
Rabbi Ana Bonheim & Rabbi Asher Knight
Rachel & Brent Helton
Rachel & Jonathan Friedman
Rachel Campbell
Rebecca & Jeff Stern
Rebekah & Harry Rubenstein
Sarah & Dan Kuhn
Shivani & Steven Raclaw
Sunkul & Deborah Soni
Talya Tateo
Tara & Joseph Spil
Temple Israel Clergy
The Duller Family
The Hauck Family
The Novick Family
The Wolpa Family
Todd Gozur & Melissa Pikulin
Tory & McLean Boyd
Vania De la Garza
William & Rochelle Carney

DONOR ($1–$179)
Ann & Bob Abel
Agata Rocka & Raymond Stadiem
Alan & Marcia Skarbnik
Alan & Rosalie Blumenthal
Amy & Jared Jurusik
Amy Tyndall
Andrea & Adrian Mesoznik
Andrea Davids
Anni & Matt Ryan
Ariel & Mark Didonato
Ashley Doar & John Cochran
Atika Sharma & Dheeraj Bahl
Beth & Phil Warshauer
Bethany & Thomas Mann
Betsy & Andy Bell
Betty Sardo
Bob & Ann Abel
Brink Family
Carrie & Franklin Rocha
Cheri Titlebaum
Cheryl Comen
Christy & Justin Derby
Christy Evans
Courtney & Stanton Geller
Courtney Morris
Danielle McLaughlin
David Cygielman
David & Victoria Wucher
Dawn & Ben Milam
Debbie Anderson
Dorothy Parker
Duo & Long Nguyen
Eileen Shadday
Elina & Jakob Kurakin
Ellen & Frank Nelson
Ellen Wysmuller
Elisha & Tracy Klirs
Ellyn Swerdlow
Florence Widis
Gina Glenn
Glenda & Brian Bernhardt
Irving & Lillian Bienstock
Jack & Alison Levinson
Jack & Nora Hudson
Jeffrey & Karen Turk
Jennifer & Francis Tetel
Jennifer & Scott Elder  
     In honor of Becca Weiner & Andrew Green
Jenny & Josh Allen
Jessica & Mike Privette
Jessie & Joni Cohen
Julie & Nir Josipovich

Karen Knoble & Barry Bobrow
Kathy Healy
Katie Ulrich
Lari Massachi
Linda & Morris Spil
Lindsey & Eddie Zielinski
Lois Laxer
Lynne & Morris Sheffer
Marci & Landon Tully
Marcia Besso
Maximillian Munoz
Meg Goldstein & Matthew Luftglass
Melissa & Curtis English
Meri Siegel
Mindy McShane
Na’ama & Miro Ben-Shabat
Nadine Oudmayer – In honor of  
     Becca Weiner’s upcoming wedding
Nicole Cullen & Mark Lessne
Patrick & Kelly Moody
Rabbi Murray & Mrs. Barbara M. Ezring
Rachel Abraham
Rachel Berendt
Rebecca & Adam Horner
Rebekah & Benjamin Mark
Richard Weber
Ruth Ann & Tom Smith
Samantha Smith
Sandy Speight
Sara Schreibman – In honor of my grandchildren 
     Asher, Mayer & Sadie Pearl
Sheetal Puri
Sheryl Hill & Daniel Mathless
Sigrid Zielinski
Stephanie & Jonathan Simon
Stephanie Zubrinsky
Steven & Suzanne Allison
Sue & Kim Worrel
Sue Ferris
Summer & Matt Minchew
Tair & Chris Giudice
Talya & Koren Cohen
Terri Cathcart
Terri Roth 
Thais Echols
The Allensworth Family
The Elder Family
The Sherwood Family
The Villanueva Family
The Weldy Family
Vicky Wainscott
Wendy & Angelo DeFrancesco

CJP 2018-19 Annual Fund 
Contributors

DONATE ONLINE: www.charlottejewishpreschool.orgSupport CJP/Annual Fund

54%TOTAL FAMILYPARTICIPATION

65%TOTAL STAFF PARTICIPATIONTogether we’re building a foundation  
to LEARN. GROW. CONNECT.  
Thank you for your contributions!
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Legacy
Donors

Anonymous* (3)
Sanford and Lois Benjamin 
Bobbi and Don Bernstein
Barry and Lisa Blau
Jill Blumenthal
David and Bonnie Bornstein
Sera and Marvin Callif
David and Aleen Epstein
Jacob M. and Hunter K. Fuerstman
Sandra Goldman
Mark and Linda Goldsmith
Meg D. Goldstein and   

Matthew Luftglass
Bill and Patty (OBM) Gorelick
Keith E. Greenspon
Roslyn Greenspon
Jake Jacobson
Nancy and Robert Kipnis
Lorrie and Barry Klemons and Family

Barry Bobrow and Karen Knoble
Elise and Jaime Kosofsky
Eric and Susan Lerner
Harry and Gloria Lerner
Howard and Julie Lerner Levine
Barbara and Jerry Levin
David and Brenda Levin and Family
Louis Sinkoe and Kevin Levine
The Leon Levine Foundation
Eric Levinson
Lisa Strause Levinson
Michael Littauer
Annie and Harrison Lord
Isaac and Sonia (OBM) Luski
Rose (OBM) and Abe (OBM) Luski
Peggy McManus
Paula Sigal Musler
Marcelle and Allan Oxman
Albert Rogat

Estelle and Murray (OBM) Rosen
Fern T. Sanderson
Marty and Elaine Schefflin
Marc and Mattye Silverman
Gary and Maxine (OBM) Silverstein
Marcia and Paul Simon
Lori and Eric Sklut
Philip and Lauren Stark
Stephanie and Steven Starr
Norman Steinberger
Jeffrey and Karen Turk
Robert and Ellie Valenstein
Amy and Mark Vitner
Nora Wolf
The Yesowitch Family
Herman and Barbara Ziegler
*Donors who wish to remain anonymous
OBM - Of Blessed Memory

The following individuals/families are in the Book of 
Life Society and have granted us permission to share 
with you that Hebrew Cemetery Association has 
been included as a beneficiary of their legacy gift.

704.973.4544 • charlottejewishfoundation.org

To learn how you can create your own Jewish legacy, contact 
Phil Warshauer (704) 973-4544 or Nancy Kipnis (704) 973-4554.

A supporting organization of Foundation For The Carolinas

In Jewish law, it is forbidden to 
waste a resource if one can find 
a way to avoid any waste. Even 
more so, it is forbidden to waste 
a resource for no reason whatso-
ever. One of the most important 
resources that our planet provides 
is food. Everyone eats, from the 
smallest to the largest of God’s 
creatures. But as humans we must 
understand and evaluate the im-
pact that our choice of meals has 
on the planet.

Each year, 1.3 billion tons, or 
33% of food produced globally, 
goes to waste. Wasted food fre-
quently ends up in a landfill, re-
leasing the greenhouse gas meth-
ane, which is up to 25 times more 
harmful to the environment than 
carbon dioxide. Global food pro-
duction uses 25% of all habitable 
land and is responsible for 70% of 
freshwater consumption, 80% of 
deforestation, and 30% of green-
house gas emissions. Addition-
ally, each year, over 145 trillion 
gallons of water are wasted rais-
ing crops and animals that never 
even reach the consumer.

Food packaging, including 
billions of plastic bags, utensils, 
and napkins end up in the land-
fill as well. It is estimated that as 
much as 32% of household waste 
is comprised of food packaging. 
100 million plastic bottles are 
used worldwide each day, and 
only 3% of those bottles are recy-
cled. Most of these bottles end up 
in a landfill, where it takes more 
than 700 years for them to biode-
grade. 

Here are some tips to reduce 
the amount of food you waste, 
and to reduce the amount of food 
packaging you use and throw 
away.

* Purchase only what you and 
your family will consume. Pur-
chase perishables as needed rath-
er than in bulk.

* Reconsider single use. Bring 
your own reusable water bottle, 
skip the straw, and say no to the 
plasticware and napkins offered 
when you pick up your takeout.

* Compost kitchen scraps at 
home or participate in a commu-
nity compost program.

* Just say no to Styrofoam. 
Styrofoam takes 50 years to bio-
degrade in a landfill and is classi-
fied as a hazard, like BPA in plas-
tics. Avoid consuming food and 
beverages served in Styrofoam 
and tell retailers that you prefer 
compostable paper options. 

* Pre-plan meals and portion 
sizes; save and eat leftovers. 
Consider some sustainable stor-
age choices: ceramic or stain-
less-steel, Mason jars, glass con-
tainers, stainless steel insulated 
containers.

* Let retailers know there is 
a market for food that is less vi-
sually appealing. Support manu-
facturers that are using “ugly pro-
duce” in their products. 

* Choose items that have less 
packaging and are sustainably 
packaged. Consider what can be 
recycled in your municipality 
when making purchasing choices.

* Reusable bags aren’t just for 
the checkout line, replace plastic 
bags for fresh fruit and vegetables 
with reusable produce bags that 

are machine washable.
* Bring your lunch and use 

containers and utensils that can 
be reused. Consider stainless steel 
bento boxes for school or work 
lunches. Bonus, the bento box is 
portioned to help you avoid food 
waste. 

We all have the power to make 
a difference and to address cli-
mate change, by doing just a few 
small things differently in our 
daily lives. Hopefully we have 
shared some tips here that you 
can use every day to reduce your 
personal environmental footprint. 
Please share any ideas you may 
have to reduce environmental 
impacts, or ideas for future arti-
cles, by emailing us at info@sha-
lomgreenCLT.org.

If you are interested in learn-
ing more about Shalom Green, 
visit our website at www.sha-
lomgreenCLT.org

Like us on Facebook. Follow 
us on Twitter and Instagram.Y

Bal Tashchit and Beyond: 
The Footprint of Food

Throughout the month of June, 
the Moishe House community 
had a great time hanging out in 
the hot Charlotte summer. Young 
adults gathered at the Moishe 
House to celebrate Shavuot by 
making ice cream and enjoying 
some delicious cheesecake. Lat-
er that week, we partnered with 
Torah on Tap for a happy hour 

at The Suffolk Punch. The drinks 
were great and the connections 
made were even better. Also in 
June, Moishe House continued its 
Jewish movie series by watching 
Denial, a great film that sparked 
some deep conversations. Later 
in the month, we held a cookout 
and Havdalah at the house. The 
food was great and the Havdalah 
service made for a great begin-
ning of the new week. At Moishe 

House, we love giving back to 
our wonderful community, which 
is exactly what we did when we 
volunteered at Zab’s Place in 
Matthews. Finally, we hosted 
a brunch at our house to cap off 
an amazing month of programs 
in June. If you’re between the 
ages of 22 and 32-years-old and 
looking for ways to connect with 
other young adults in the Jewish 

NoDa Moishe House Heats Up With 
Summer Programming for Young Adults

(Continued on page 31)

www.shalomgreenCLT.org
www.charlottejewishfoundation.org


The Charlotte Jewish News - August 2019 - Page 27

Don’t just observe the High Holy Days…
EXPERIENCE THEM!

Ruach & Rabbi
Rachel Smookler

invite you to

The High Holy Day Experiences
Uplifting. Spiritual. Engaging.

FREE! Everyone Welcome!

The

Rosh Hashanah Kol Nidre

Monday ● September 30 Tuesday ● October 8

10:00 am  – 11:30 am 7:00 pm  – 8:00 pm

The Fillmore Myers Park High School 
Auditorium

820 Hamilton Street 
Charlotte

2400 Colony Road 
Charlotte

Rabbi
Rachel Smookler
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 call 704-364-8395  or visit jpskids.org A project of Chabad of Charlotte

Wondering what to look for 
in a Jewish preschool?

A Five Star rated program
Low teacher to student ratios
Caring, educated, professional teachers
Offers part day AND full day options
Provides meaningful Jewish experiences
A place that will become your child's 

     home away from home

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

JPS is all this and more...
limited space available.
Register today!

At the Stan Greenspon Center 
for Peace and Social Justice at 
Queens University of Charlotte, 
we take experiential learning to 
a new level. We engage our stu-
dents, teachers and community 
members in “field trips” that lead 
to enhanced understanding, con-
nections, and bridges building 
across lines of difference.
Student Cemetery Restoration 
Experience in Poland

In May, a group of Universi-
ty of North Carolina at Charlotte 
and Queens University 
of Charlotte students 
embarked on a journey 
to Poland. This trip was 
the culmination of a se-
mester course in which 
students explored Jew-
ish and Polish history 
and addressed ques-
tions about preservation, 
memory, and commem-
oration. In preparation 
for the hands-on work 
awaiting them in Po-
land, this group also 
conducted a small proj-
ect at Charlotte’s He-
brew Cemetery. 

The trip proved es-
sential in affording students the 
opportunity to travel to Poland, 
engage in meaningful dialogue 
across borders and contribute to 
the ongoing preservation of Jew-
ish history in Poland. 

This program was made possi-
ble by a generous grant from the 
Blumenthal Foundation.
Educator Trip to US Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in 

Washington, DC
In June, 37 North Carolina 

teachers traveled to Washington 
DC to immerse themselves in an 
intense study experience at the 
USHMM. The teachers explored 
the permanent exhibit as well as 
the new “Americans and the Ho-
locaust” exhibit. This powerful 
exhibit depicts the reality of life 
in America during World War II. 
It examines the fears, pressures, 
and motives that shaped Ameri-
ca’s responses to the war. Along 

with the political and economic 
factors that came into play, the 
exhibit looks honestly at the so-
cial and cultural climate that con-
tributed to a policy of non-inter-
vention toward those targeted by 
the Nazis for annihilation.

The teachers attended Shabbat 
services at a local synagogue and 
enjoyed a “monument by moon-
light” tour. Rabbi Judy Schin-

dler, in a send-off to the teachers, 
charged them to turn the Biblical 
commandment to “Zachor-Re-
member” into their personal mis-
sions… and they did just that.

One of the trip highlights oc-
curred when Holocaust survivor 
Henry Weil shared his harrowing 
story of survival. For the majority 
of the teachers present, this was 
their first exposure to the museum 
and the services that it offers. As 
part of their extensive prepara-
tion for the trip, teachers brought 

lesson plans to share. In 
the coming months, they 
will enhance these lesson 
plans with new informa-
tion gleaned from their 
experience. The commu-
nity that these devoted 
individuals created will 
continue to flourish over 
the year ahead.

The trip was organized 
by the NC Council on the 
Holocaust with support 
from Stan Greenspon, 
the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Charlotte, and 
the Stan Greenspon Cen-
ter for Peace and Social 
Justice.

Interfaith Community Trip to 
Israel Led by Rabbi Schindler 
and Reverend Ellett-Allison in 
May 2020

Rabbi Judy Schindler and 
Reverend Nancy Ellett-Allison 
invite you to join them on the 
Greenspon Center Interfaith Trip 
to Israel from May 12-19, 2020. 
The group will visit cities such as 
Tel Aviv, Nazareth, Bethlehem, 

and Jerusalem as well as numer-
ous historical and religious sites. 
Within each city, the group will 
encounter individuals who reflect 
the land’s diversity. For exam-
ples, upon arriving the group will 
stop in Jaffa to meet Ms. Doris 
Hiffawi, an Israeli-Arab-Pales-
tinian-Christian to hear about 
her family history and life expe-
riences. In Nazareth, highlights 
include visiting the Basilica of 
the Annunciation, the Mount of 
the Beatitudes, and boating on the 
Sea of Galilee. Other experiences 
include a visit to the mystical city 
of Safed and attending a Shabbat 
service with Rabbi Steve Burn-
stein at Temple Birkat Shalom.

Stepping away from touring 
historical and religious sites, the 
group will enjoy an afternoon of 
R&R at a private Dead Sea beach 
and outdoor pool as well as a hike 
through cascading waterfalls and 
a trip up to the fortress of Masada. 

In Jerusalem, highlights in-
clude a tour of the Western Wall 
Tunnels, the City of David, Yad 
Vashem, and spending time in 
Mahane Yehuda, the open-air 
market of Jerusalem. In Bethle-
hem, the group will tour Manger 
Square and the Church of the Na-
tivity.

For more information please 
visit our website or contact Ta-
lia Goldman, goldmant@queens.
edu. 

Experiential learning is just 
one of the Greenspon Center’s 
specialties. We are busy planning 
a year rounded out with Holo-
caust and Genocide studies teach-
er trainings, community speaker 
programs, a big “Call to Action: 
Criminal Justice Fall Series” and 
much more. Please visit us on 
Facebook, or visit our website 
(stangreensponcenter.org) to sign 
up for our monthly newsletter. 
We look forward to seeing you.Y

Stan Greenspon Center Takes Experiential Learning to a New Level

Rabbi Judy Schindler sends 42 teachers to Washington, DC, 
for an immersive Holocaust study program. After the dedication we invite 

you to hang out a while, visiting 
your loved ones’ graves, tour-
ing our grounds for its historical 
significance, checking out the 
Memorial Wall inside the Min-
dy Ellen Levine Chapel, visiting 
the Gorelick Gathering room and 
retreat, and experiencing the se-
renity of the Ellis and Lena Berlin 
Family room.

As a dues paying member of 
the Hebrew Cemetery, the Me-

morial Building is available for 
your use at no charge. Contact 
Cemetery Director, Sandra Gold-
man, for information on how you 
can become a member and for 
any other membership/burial/
grave/funeral/legacy/gift giving 
questions you might have.

Gemar Chatima Tovah.
May we all be sealed in The 

Book for a happy, healthy and 
sweet year. Y

Cemetery Annual Service
(Continued from page 19)

www.stangreensponcenter.org
www.jpskids.org
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HIGH HOLY DAYS SERVICE  
SCHEDULE 5780/2019

Torah    Tots
SPLASH INTO SHABBAT WITH TORAH TOTS!
Friday, August 16, 4:30 p.m.
During the summer months, all pre-school families are 
welcome to SPLASH INTO SHABBAT with Torah Tots at the 
LJCC Pool/Splash Park! There will be open play, songs, and 
a Shabbat service, capped off with a delicious kid-friendly 
meal ($5/person or $18/family). Pay in advance online at 

templeisraelnc.org. On day of event, payment with cash or check only.

YOUTH
NC TEEN CAROWINDS TRIP  
(6TH-12 GRADE TEENS)
Sunday, August 18
It’s time to kick off the year with Kadima, Ir 

Ha-Malka USY, and other Jewish teens from Charlotte and Greensboro for an 
afternoon of roller coasters, thrills, and adventure at Carowinds. Drop-off and 
Pick-up at Temple Israel. RSVP REQUIRED. See details at templeisraelnc.org.

YOUNG    PROFESSIONALS
NEWCOMER’S SOCIAL
Thursday, August 29, 7 p.m.
Location: Pour Taproom (1212 Central Ave.)
Are you new to the Charlotte area and looking to meet other young Jewish 
professionals? Have you been here a while and haven’t yet made the 
connection? Are you active in the community and wanting to make some new 
friends? This event is for you! Come have a drink and mingle! Appetizers will be 
provided.

WOMEN   OF   TEMPLE   ISRAEL   (WoTI)  
WOTI SUMMER SOIREE
Thursday, August 22, 7 p.m.
Come sip sangria and share some snacks with the Women of 
Temple Israel at this special event for current and prospective 
members. This is a free event, but an RSVP is requested. 
Address given with RSVP. Visit templeisraelnc.org for details.

SOCIAL CLUB
L’CHAYIM 5780 NEW YEAR CELBRATION
Sunday, September 8, 3 p.m. 
Location: Leon and Sandra Levine Social Hall 
We will welcome in Rosh Hashanah with a L’CHAYIM 5780 NEW YEAR 
CELEBRATION STARRING MONTY BENNETT, PIANIST. Wine, Cheese, and Desserts 
with be served. Cost: members/$14 and $18/guests. For additional information, 
contact Ruth Goldberg at (704) 366-890.

LIFELONG LEARNING
MEET, EAT, DISCOVER:  
SEARCHING FOR MEANING IN JUDAISM TODAY
Thursday August 8, 11 a.m.
Power up your lunch hour with an appetizing array of food for thought. Join 
Rabbi Howard Siegel once a month for an engaging clergy-led discussion on 
“Searching for Meaning in Judaism Today,” followed by a delicious catered lunch. 
Registration is required. Cost: $10/TI Members; $18/Non‑Members. To register, 
visit templeisraelnc.org.

EDUCATING AND INSPIRING  
FUTURE JEWISH LEADERS

K - 7th Grade Classes begin September 8

For information or to enroll,  
please call 704-944-6785.

THE   ROSE   ROOM  - Women   Of  Temple   Israel    GIFT  SHOP
GIFT SHOP HOURS 
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Tuesday – Thursday:  10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Friday - 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Special appointments outside of normal business hours  
are available. Please contact Tess Berger (704) 488-3842  
or Cindy Jennes (203) 450-2261.   LET US HELP YOU 

FIND THAT PERFECT 
GIFT FOR SIMCHAS, 
HOLIDAYS & MORE. 

 WE ALSO DO 
WEDDING, SHOWER 

& B’NAI MIZVAH 
REGISTRIES! Proceeds support Temple Israel, Women of Temple Israel, 

Temple Israel Youth Programs, and Social Action Initiatives. 

EREV ROSH HASHANAH - SUNDAY, SEP. 29 
Erev Rosh HaShanah Service, 6:15 p.m. 

ROSH HASHANAH DAY 1 - MONDAY, SEP. 30* 
Main Service, 9 a.m. 

Family Service, 9 a.m. 
Evening Service, 6:15 p.m.

ROSH HASHANAH DAY 2 - TUESDAY, OCT. 1
Morning Service, 9 a.m. 

Program For Preschool Families, 9:30 a.m. 

KOL NIDRE - TUESDAY, OCT. 8* 
Kol Nidre Service, 7 p.m.** 

**Please Be Seated By 6:45 p.m. 

YOM KIPPUR - WEDNESDAY, OCT. 9* 
Program For Preschool Families, 9 a.m.

Morning Service, 10 a.m. 
Family Service, 10 a.m. 

Yizkor Service, 1 p.m. (Approximately) 
Mincha/Ne’liah Service, 5 p.m. 

Break Fast, 7:45 p.m. 

*Parking Pass Required On Shalom Park

Friday,  August  9,  5:30  p.m. 
Join your Temple Israel friends and family as we  

“Welcome Home” Rabbi Howard Siegel to our congregation.  
The evening will include a pre-oneg, an uplifting Friday night 

Shabbat service, and a special Shabbat dinner.

PRE-ONEG • UPLIFTING SERVICES 
SHABBAT DINNER   

Temple Israel Congregants: $15/adult;  
$10/child (ages 5-12); $8/Little One (ages 1-4).

Temple Israel Guests: $18/adult; $13/child; $10/ Little One.
Please visit templeisraelnc.org to register  

and for additional information.

Welcome   Home   Shabbat

templeisraelnc.org

www.templeisraelnc.org
www.templeisraelnc.org
www.templeisraelnc.org
www.templeisraelnc.org
www.templeisraelnc.org
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Inspired and guided by our tradition of tzedakah (righteousness/charity) and tikkun olam (repairing the world), the 
Jewish Federation’s Women’s Philanthropy is dedicated to the continuity, connectivity and thriving future of our 
Charlotte Jewish community, Israel and the Jewish people.

We seek to provide significant opportunities for all women to affirm their Jewish identity and spirituality, to be 
proactive in evolvng issues of concern to contemporary Jewish women, to engage new cadres of participants and 
leaders in our community and to inspire other Jewish women by example.

OUR VISION

wp
WOMEN’S
PHILANTHROPY

Unleash the power of

SAVE THE DATE

WWW.JEWISHCHARLOTTE.ORG

FALL KICKOFF EVENT, Chaired by Melanie Brown & Lyba Rousso

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

7:00 PM, SAM LERNER CENTER FOR CULTURAL ARTS

Advanced tickets $18 and $25 at the door
Speaker: Janice Kaplan, Author of The Gratitude Diaries 

WOMEN’S PHILANTHROPY DAY

NOVEMBER 7, 2019, DAYTIME

We will explore several of the beneficiary agencies that Federation supports. 
MORE DETAILS TO COME! 

For more information about Women’s Philanthropy, please contact Ilana Toch, 

Development Associate, at ilana.toch@jewishcharlotte.org or 704.944.6784.

Janice Kaplan’s inspiring presentation will be based on her New 
York Times bestseller The Gratitude Diaries. After spending a year 
living more gratefully, Janice shares her life-changing experiences. 
Find out how to get a new perspective so you can appreciate the 
good things that happen—and have a happier, more fulfilling life.

www.jewishcharlotte.org


Rabbi Smookler was born and 
raised in Minneapolis, graduated 
from the University of Minne-
sota, and received her rabbinic 
training from the Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Re-
ligion. While at summer camp 
in Wisconsin, when she was 11 
years old Rachel met her future 
husband, Harrison Smookler. Af-
ter having not seen each other for 
a few years, they reconnected in 
college through their involvement 
with Hillel. Following graduation 
they were married and moved to 
Israel where Rachel enrolled in 
rabbinical school. After a year 
they moved back to New York 
City where Rachel finished her 
rabbinic training at HUC-JIR. 
Harrison’s job with Corning took 
them to Elmira, NY, where Ra-
chel led Congregation Shomray 
Hadath. Harrison’s job sent them 
abroad again, this time to Tokyo 
where Rachel became the Chief 
Rabbi of Japan. Upon returning 
to the US, she became the Rabbi 
at Temple Beth David, a Conser-
vative shul in Rochester, NY. In 
August, 2017 the family moved 
to Charlotte. They have twins, 
Talia and Zach, rising seniors in 
college, and a younger daughter, 
Mayim, an 8th grader.
How did you decide to become a 
Rabbi? 

I was majoring in communica-
tions, hoping to become a news 
anchor. However, after taking 
a cultural pluralism course I be-
came captivated by Jewish his-
tory, changed majors, and grad-
uated with a degree in Jewish 

studies. I knew that I had to go to 
rabbinical school so I could con-
tinue to study the texts I loved.
You are the Rabbi for The Ru-
ach Community. How did this 
happen? 

Soon after moving to Char-
lotte we joined Temple Israel. 
Rabbi Ezring asked me to lead 
the alternative Rosh Hashanah 
service with The Ruach. I jumped 
at the opportunity but because of 
a health issue I was unable to do 
so. During my lengthy recovery, 
Peter Levinson, Nancy Good, 
and I became really good friends. 
When I was healthy enough, they 
asked if I would provide a bit of 
rabbinic content to complement 
The Ruach Shabbat Experience. 
As a big believer in “worship 
without walls,” taking the Jewish 
experience outside the confines of 
a synagogue, it was a no brainer.
How do you see yourself and 
The Ruach as part of the Jewish 
landscape today? 

I couldn’t be prouder to stand 
with them as we go out into our 
community with no brick and 
mortar space of our own, yet 

we still attract a following even 
though we meet at different and 
unique spaces each time. This 
proves that what is truly import-
ant in a spiritual and communal 
service is not a dedicated building 
but the magic created by all those 
who join together like we do at 
The Ruach Experiences. 
You quote Rabbi Menachem 
Mendel of Kotzk a lot. Why? 

The Kotzker! I quote him be-
cause he just tells it like it is. He 
pursued Truth above all else and 
so should we.
Attendance at The Ruach Shab-
bat Experiences continues to 
grow. Why? 

Because what we do is authen-
tic and, is relevant for people of 
all ages. The Experiences are a 
modern take on Jewish services 
that nearly everyone can under-
stand and connect with. We call it 
“Relatable Judaism.”
Is this why last year’s Rosh 
Hashanah Experience was so 
successful? 

Yes. People are seeking uplift-
ing experiences they can connect 
with and make them feel connect-
ed. We’ve heard from so many 
people that last year’s Rosh Ha-
shanah Experience was the most 
meaningful High Holy Day ser-
vice they had ever attended.
This year you and The Ruach 
are offering The Kol Nidre 
Experience in addition to The 
Rosh Hashanah Experience. 
Tell us about that. 

The emphasis will be on the 
word “Experience.” Most Yom 
Kippur services end without the 

congregation actually taking part 
in the very aspects of the High 
Holy Day that demand personal 
action. Before we can move for-
ward we must forgive others and 
ask for forgiveness on our own 
behalf. During The Kol Nidre Ex-
perience we will actively do this 
together in unique ways.
What is the future of Judaism? 

Judaism is ever-changing and 
adapting. That which defies prog-
ress is the antithesis of real Jew-

ish tradition. I see the future as 
every Jew availing themselves of 
Jewish wisdom, community, and 
spirituality on their own terms 
from multiple sources, not just 
one. Each Jewish organization 
must recognize they cannot be all 
things to all people and every one 
of them must understand their 
unique contribution to the entire 
Jewish community. The Ruach 
Community is part of the future 
of Judaism.Y

community, we hope you’ll join 
us for an upcoming program. Re-
member to sign up for our month-
ly e-newsletter and like us on 
Facebook (www.facebook.com/
MoHoCharlotteNoDa/), where 
you’ll be notified of all our up-
coming events.

Moishe House is what being 
Jewish in your 20s is all about. 
We provide a space for over 
60,000 young adults around the 

world (and 250+ unique young 
adults in Charlotte) to create 
meaningful, welcoming Jewish 
communities for themselves and 
their peers. Connect with your 
community and discover why so 
many call Moishe House home. 
Visit www.moishehouse.org for 
more information.Y
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704-366-5007 • charlottejcc.org 

FALL
PROGRAM 
REGISTRATION 
Going On Now!

NO JOINING FEE:  August 15 – September 30

An Interview with Rachel Smookler, Rabbi of the Ruach Community

Rabbi Rachel Smookler with her 
daughter, Mayim.

Moishe House NoDa
(Continued from page 26)

www.moishehouse.org
www.charlottejcc.org


CONTACT: Laurel Grauer, Director of Community Relations & Israel Affairs, 704.944.6751, laurel.grauer@jewishcharlotte.org

Empowering Students and Parents to Address Antisemitism

Join us at this interactive 
workshop to learn about 
antisemitism. 

Increase your 
understanding, explore 
effective resources 
and learn how to 
strategically respond.

UNDERSTAND.
RESPOND.

Sunday, September 15
12:00 - 3:00 PM
Sam Lerner Center for Cultural Arts

RSVP @ www.jewishcharlotte.org

Jewish
Community

OF GREATER CHARLOTTE Relations

Council

the escalation of all forms of hate, in every community, to secure justice and fair treatment for all  •  adl.org

antisemitism.

www.jewishcharlotte.org
www.adl.org



