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The Jewish Federation’s Women’s 
Philanthropy engages Jewish women in 
the fulfilling work of making the world 
a better place. We are building and sup-
porting Jewish life for today and for 
generations to come. Our collective 
philanthropy enriches our own lives 
while improving the lives of others. To 
celebrate the generosity and power of 
women in our community, Women’s 
Philanthropy invites you to join us for 
our annual Spring Event on Thursday, 
April 11. This event recognizes women 
who make a minimum gift of $180 or 
more the Jewish Federation’s Annual 
Campaign. Pearl Society Co-Chairs, 
Staci Mond and Elizabeth Ren, are 
co-chairing this event, which features 
Cathy Barrow, a serial careerist, award 
winning food writer, and pie maker. 
Cathy will share her journey of how 
over the years she has redefined herself 

and her career, proving that it is never 
too late to pursue your passion. She will 
also reveal the delicious new food trend 
of slab pies, from her newest book Pie 
Squared.

Tickets are $36 and can be purchased 
online at www.jewishcharlotte.org. 

For more information contact Ilana 
Toch, Development Associate, at ilana.
toch@jewishcharlotte.org or 704-944-
6784.Y

The Power of Women
Passion, Purpose, and Pie: It’s Never Too Late to Pursue Your Passion

Federation Campaign Team Captains Are Making an Impact

(Continued on page 2)

The Jewish Federation of 
Greater Charlotte raises and dis-
tributes funds to support and en-
rich the lives of Jews locally, na-
tionally, in Israel and worldwide. 
While our local Jewish commu-
nity is growing, the opportuni-
ties and challenges to affect more 
Jews throughout our region of the 
Carolinas are increasing rapidly. 
To fulfill the promise of these op-
portunities, Federation is being 
asked to fund more – from both 

our community’s current Jewish 
agencies and new organizations 
and initiatives that are launching 
every year. Over the past decade, 
Federation has doubled the num-
ber of agencies and initatives it 
funds.

This year, Federation has re-
structured its Campaign Cabinet 
– the core group of volunteers 
that partner with Federation staff 
to provide our Jewish commu-
nity with the resources we need 

to grow and thrive. The Cabinet 
consists of three Teams: The Ask 
Team is responsible for secur-
ing gifts to Greater Charlotte’s 
Jewish community through Fed-
eration’s Annual Campaign; the 
Connect Team builds Charlotte’s 
Jewish community by having 
conversations with community 
members about Federation’s im-
portant work; the Thank Team 
expresses gratitude to the Jewish 
community’s generous donors – 
at every level of giving. 

Federation’s Campaign Cabi-
net is led by five Team Captains – 
Gail Baron, Eliza Carney, George 
Cronson, Zach Gerger, and Lisa 
Strause Levinson. CJN sat down 
with them for an interview recent-
ly. 

CJN: Please describe your 
Team’s role in your own words. 

George Cronson: Our team is 
here, as we are every year, to ask 
our generous donors to continue 
to support our important work 
and to enlighten others about 
what the Federation does and to 
ask them to walk with us in our 
mission. We ask for increases so 
that we can continually support 
our growing community.

Zach Gerger: With the new 
system in place, I see this “Ask-
ers” as the stimulus piece to the 
puzzle of the pledge. While the 
interaction between the cardhold-
er and donor is primary I see the 
role as providing the stimulus and 
supportive team to help get the 
job done.  

Gail Baron: The Connect 
team is essentially a group of 
Federation messengers. We have 
created a more systematic way 
of connecting with people that 
either don’t know about the great 
work of Federation, or may want 
to know more. We have been do-
ing this for years, but not in an 
intentional way, with a cadre of 
committed people who will have 
meaningful conversations with 
various folks and report back to 
our campaign team on how we 
can better engage the greater 
charlotte community in our mis-
sion.

Eliza Carney: The Connect 
team serves to create dialogue 
around and surface the many 
ways that Federation impacts the 

Jewish community, and to pres-
ent opportunities for community 
members to deepen their connec-
tions with the Jewish community 
as a whole.

Lisa Strause Levinson: The 
Thank team’s job is to reach out 
to as many donors as we can and 
take a few minutes to express 
our gratitude to our donors for 
the support to the Federation’s 
annual campaign. Thank team 
members have made phone calls, 
written personal notes and emails 
trying to reach donors. To date, 
we have personally thanked al-
most 500 donors.

CJN: What impact do you per-
sonally feel that Federation has 
on the community?

George Cronson, Eliza Carney, Lisa Strause Levinson, Gail Baron, and Zach 
Gerger

Women’s Philanthropy 
Leadersip Team

Dale Polsky, Chair
Sara Kulbersh and Meredith Baumstein,   

Lion of Judah Co-Chairs
Melanie Brown and Debra Van Glish, 

Pomegranate Society Co-Chairs
Staci Mond and Liz Ren, 
Pearl Society Co-Chairs

Jill Halverstam, Lisa Strause Levinson, 
Debbie Porter, and Marisa Zeibert
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The Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte thanks and acknowledg-
es the following tributes made January 1 through March 8.

In honor of the birth of Oliver Josef Goldsmith
 By: Larry and Dale Polsky

In honor of Laurel Grauer
 By: Members of Chavurah Tov M’Od

In honor of Sam and Emily Zimmern’s birthday
 By: Larry and Dale Polsky

In memory of Sandy Bogner, 
 By: Rabbi Yossi and Mariashi Groner; Larry and Dale Polsky

In memory of Jay Hickman
 By: Linda Seigel

In memory of Doris Rousso
 By: Judy Kaller; Howard and Judi Margulies

If you would like to make a Tribute to the Jewish Federation, please 
contact the Federation office at 704-944-6761.Y

Tributes to the Jewish 
Federation Annual 
Campaign

Campaign Team Captains
(Continued from page 1)

George Cronson: The Federa-
tion is the umbrella that keeps us 
all comfortable. The Federation is 
there in times of emergency, and 
to help support many aspects of 
Jewish life locally and around the 
world.

Zach Gerger: It is ground zero 
for “Jewish” in Greater Charlotte.  
The big tent where all the silos 
can meet on safe ground.

Gail Baron: The Federation 
touches virtually every aspect of 
Jewish life in Charlotte - a central 
hub of information, development, 
recruitment and most of all - by 
bringing our Jewish community 
together as one family with the 
same goal.

Eliza Carney: The Charlotte 
Jewish Federation is at the heart 
of building and sustaining Jewish 
life in Charlotte and provides a 
wide variety of opportunities for 
each community member to find 
their niche and space in the Jew-
ish community that’s meaningful 
for them.

Lisa Strause Levinson: I have 
had the privilege of traveling on 
a Women’s Mission trip to Po-
land and Israel and to be a part 
of the Allocations committee. 
Through those two experiences, 
along with growing up in Char-
lotte and watching the evolution 
of change and growth of our Jew-
ish community, I have been able 
to personally witness our dollars 
at work overseas in places such 
as our sister city Hadera, Israel, 
helping to restore Jewish ceme-
teries in Poland, and meet with 
local agency representatives that 
rely on our Federation’s support 
to offer a variety of social ser-
vice, educational, and cultural 
Jewish experiences for children 
and adults all at various stages of 
life. My own children have also 
benefited from the Federation’s 
impact on supporting the Levine 

JCC, BBYO, March of the Liv-
ing, and Birthright trips.

CJN: What motivates you to 
volunteer to serve in your team 
captain role? Why are you pas-
sionate about Federation’s work?

George Cronson: As a mi-
nority, and with challenging is-
sues facing our people, if I don’t 
volunteer to help and financially 
support all of the great work we 
do, who will?

Zach Gerger: When I see 
the results from the work Feder-
ation does. As one person in the 
community I only see a slice of 
what Federation supports.  As I 
see the fruits of the work that is 
done with the money collected I 
feel proud. Frankly, I do not see a 
more efficient and successful way 
to support what is “Jewish” val-
ues in Charlotte.

Gail Baron: I care about the 
work of the Jewish Federation 
because I care about the Jewish 
people collectively and here in 
Charlotte. Volunteering with Fed-
eration feels like the best way for 
me to personally make an impact 
and give back to an organization 
and community that has enriched 
my family’s life here since the 
day we arrived in 1996. 

Eliza Carney: The Charlotte 
Jewish Federation changed my 
life. Through participation in the 
Bernstein Leadership Group, I 
was introduced to some of my 
best friends, rediscovered my 
Jewish identity, shifted careers 
into the Jewish professional land-
scape, and have truly found my 
place in the Charlotte Jewish 

community. Through exposure 
to all of the wonderful things I 
didn’t even realize were support-
ed by Federation, I’m now com-
mitted to giving back and sharing 
this experience with others, so 
they too, can find their home in 
the Charlotte Jewish community.  

Lisa Strause Levinson: I am 
passionate about the Federation 
because of its beliefs and work 
to support our Jewish community 
both locally and globally to bet-
ter the lives of all Jews. We are 
currently living in a world that 
feels a little unstable and to be a 
part of an organization that con-
tinues to provide stable resources 
to Jewish agencies is important to 
support. Also, at a young age my 
parents, Alene and Sam Strause, 
instilled us with the belief and 
value that Jews need to support, 
help, and reach out to other Jews, 
it is our responsibility to take 
care of each other. I believe that 
the efforts of the thank team will 
go a long way letting our donors 
know how appreciative we are for 
their generous donations, without 
them, countless of lives would 
not be as fulfilled Jewishly, as 
they are today. All of our dollars 
– no matter the amount – help to 
continue to enrich the quality of 
all Jewish lives here in the Char-
lotte community and around the 
world. Y

It all starts with you. You make 
everything we do possible. 

DONATE. VOLUNTEER. 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
www.jewishcharlotte.org
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GO BEST ON THE 
BEST NEW SHIP

Sail the 
Celebrity Edge 
and ask about 

Free Perks!

704.247.3033 
kgreenspon@windinsgroup.com

Greenspon & Associates is proud to 
announce its merger with Windermere 
Insurance Group. Since 1974, we’ve 
assisted clients with their group benefits, 
life & long term care insurance, annuities, 
business continuation planning,  
executive benefits, and 401(k) plans.

Our merger with Windermere enhances 
our ability to deliver an extraordinary 
level of service and expertise while also 
expanding our offerings to include  
property and casualty insurance.

Keith Greenspon
Advisor

A new home for the trusted service you 
expect from Greenspon & Associates 

The KEYS to a successful 
real estate transaction...

Buying...Selling...Relocating...

Ann and Andrew
are your KEYS  

to the local
Jewish Community.

Ann Langman
704-502-4328 
ann.langman@allentate.com

Andrew Rosen
704-604-4756
andrew.r    osen@allentate.com

Experience and Commitment!

Serving the Charlotte  
community for over  
30 years.

Tuesday, April 30, 9:30 AM - 
1 PM

On Tuesday, April 30, the Jew-
ish Federation will hold its second 
annual Women’s Philanthropy 
social action program. The pro-
gram is co-chaired by Lisa Straus 
Levinson and Marisa Zeibert and 
focuses on promoting literacy 
and addressing the reading crisis 
in our schools. This program is 
our opportunity to make a differ-
ence, but also bring attention to 
an educational crisis right here in 
our beloved Queen City, and also 
across the state and throughout 
the country.

Lisa Strause Levinson is a na-
tive Charlottean and has been an 
elementary school teacher for 
more than 30 years. Lisa has wit-
nessed the evolution of our city 
and the Jewish community. “I re-
turned to Charlotte after living in 
Columbia for seven years,” said 

Strause Levinson. “I was looking 
to reconnect with the community 
I so dearly love and I knew this 
was a perfect fit - Women and 
Philanthropy. It is a great way for 
us as women leaders to make de-
cisions and have an impact on our 
Jewish community and greater 
Charlotte community.”

Regarding her personal con-
nection to the program, Zeibert 
added: “I became involved in the 
Federation’s Women’s Philan-
thropy because I appreciate both 
the opportunity and the challenge 
to make an impact beyond my 
dollars, on behalf of an organi-
zation that reminds me not only 
who I am, but motivates me to 
take strides towards who I want 
to become.”

On April 30, women will have 
opportunity to learn more about 
the literacy crisis in our com-
munity and then visit one of our 

community’s schools, where they 
will read with a young child (or 
two). This year we have an ambi-
tious goal: We are looking to col-
lect and donate 400 books as part 
of this program. These books will 
be donated to children in Hun-
tingtowne Farms and Sterling El-
ementary schools. You can help 
us reach our goal and make a real 
impact on a child’s life by donat-
ing new or gently-used children’s 
books. To make it even easier, we 
created an Amazon Wish List, 
which can be found on our web-
site: www.jewishcharlotte.org. 

This program is free and open 
to all women in our communi-
ty, however, space is limited 
and registration is required by 
April 19. To register, go online 
to www.jewishcharlotte.org. For 
more information, please contact 
Ilana.Toch@jewishharlotte.org 
or 704-944-6784. Y

The Power of Women: Literacy and Tikkun Olam

This past February, Women’s Philanthropy lead a private bus tour of four local Jewish community agencies to witness 
the impact of women’s support of the Jewish Federation’s Annual Campaign. The group visited the Center for Jewish 
Education, Zab’s Place, Moishe House, and the Stan Greenspon Center for Peace and Social Justice – all agencies 
that were incubated by the Jewish Federation’s Impact and Innovation Fund. The event was co-chaired by Meredith 
Baumstein and Sara Kulbersh.

Pearl Society members are 
women who celebrate their com-
mitment to philanthropy and our 
community by making a gift un-
der their own name of $180 or 
more to the Federation’s Annual 
Campaign. Pearl Society mem-
bers are recognized with a unique 
pearl necklace. The Pearl Society 
is co-chaired by Staci Mond and 
Elizabeth (Liz) Ren. 

Originally from Wichita, KS, 
Staci Mond moved to Charlotte 
20 years ago after marrying her 
husband, Darren, who is a native 
Charlottean. “I grew up in a very 
small Jewish community,” Staci 
shares, “where there were only 
a few Jewish kids in my school. 
Here in Charlotte, I like that my 
kids have many Jewish friends 
both on and off Shalom Park.” On 
why she chooses to give a wom-
en’s gift, Staci explains, “as a ca-
reer women and a mom I wanted 
to set a good example. Giving 
in my own name is my way to 

contribute to the betterment and 
growth of the Jewish community. 
We also give as a family because 
I feel that is important too.”

Liz’s journey to the Federa-
tion and Women’s Philanthropy 
began with one of Federation’s 
beneficiary agencies, the Char-
lotte Jewish Preschool (CJP). Liz 
served on CJP board of directors 
from 2015 to 2018, where she 
learned about the impact the Jew-

ish Federation has on our commu-
nity. “I am honored to contribute 
to Women’s Philanthropy as a 
Pearl Society co-chair,” says Liz. 
“Women’s Philanthropy is a great 

Women’s Philanthropy Pearl Society

UNLEASH THE POWER OF WOMEN’S PHILANTHROPY
Under the Federation Umbrella

Staci Mond

(Continued on page 24)
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The honorable Joseph Lieberman is a Senior Counsel at Kasowitz Benson Torres LLP. In this capacity, 
Senator Lieberman applies the investigative skills he honed as a United States Senator and Attorney 
General of the State of Connecticut to represent clients in independent and internal investigations and 
advise them on a wide range of public policy, strategic, and regulatory issues. As a seasoned leader 
who is skilled in the art of facilitating mutually beneficial and strategic agreements, Senator Lieberman 
also assists corporate clients on tax, health care, security, and intellectual property matters.

In addition to practicing law, Senator Lieberman is Co-Chair of the American Enterprise Institute’s 
American Internationalism Project, which is a cross-party initiative designed to rebuild and reshape a 
bipartisan consensus around American global leadership and engagement.

THURSDAY, APRIL 4, 2019

The New World Order:
U.S. Foreign Policy in a Dynamic Middle East

Temple Beth El at Shalom Park
5101 Providence Road • Charlotte

For security purposes, advance registration is required.

To Register, Please Visit:
WWW.AIPAC.ORG/CHARLOTTE

OR
WWW.JEWISHCHARLOTTE.ORG/JCRC

THIS EVENT IS OFF THE RECORD AND CLOSED TO THE PRESS.

FEATURING

THE HONORABLE 

JOSEPH LIEBERMAN
FORMER U.S. SENAT

7:00 p.m. Dessert Reception | 7:30 p.m. Program
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r e s p o n s i b l y  s o u r c e d

Natural Diamonds

CHECK OUT WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE CJE!
APRIL 2019

The Center for Jewish Education (CJE) enhances community engagement, 
promotes lifelong Jewish learning, and creates pathways to Jewish identity. 
LIBRARY HOURS:  Monday - Thursday, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm; 
  Friday, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm; and Sunday, 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

WEDNESDAYS: APRIL 3, 10, 17 (No storytime on 4-24)
Once Upon a Storytime, 1: 15 PM
 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17
CJE Book Club, 10:30 AM

FRIDAYS: APRIL 5, 12, 19 (No playdate on 4-26) 
PJ Baby Playdate, 11:00 AM

SUNDAY, APRIL 28
Shalom Baby – Welcome to the World, 3:30 PM

All events are held in the Levine-Sklut Judaic Library

In observance of Passover, the Library will close at 1:00 PM on Friday, 
April 19 and closed all day on Sunday, April 21 and Friday, April 26.

If you are reading this column, 
the following statistic clearly does 
not apply to you, but should be of 
interest nonetheless. A recent poll 
reported that 66% of Americans 
never read or listen to books for 
pleasure. Personally, I cannot 
imagine not reading for pleasure 
– curling up with a good book is 
my favorite way to escape, to ex-
pand my horizons, to get caught 
up in the lives of others. When 
does a child’s love of reading and 
being read to stop? Our children 
and grandchildren are so pro-
grammed these days, there’s bare-
ly any down time for them to en-
tertain themselves and especially 
to entertain themselves by purely 
reading for pleasure ... there is so 
much competition from playing 
videogames, chatting with friends 
on their phones, watching televi-
sion, reading 24 hour news cover-
age on iPads, and participating in 
a myriad of other activities. I am 
from a family of readers, and I am 
fortunate that my love of reading 
has been embraced by my chil-
dren and grandchildren. I’m glad 
we’re part of the other 34%. 

Now, what’s new at the Cen-
ter for Jewish Education? Those 
of us who loved reading The 
Two-Family House by Lynda 
Cohen Loigman have long antic-
ipated the publication of the au-
thor’s second novel The Wartime 
Sisters. I picked up The Wartime 
Sisters and five hours later came 
to the end of this very satisfy-
ing novel about two sisters Ruth 
and Millie during World War II. 
Ruth, the older smarter, practical 
minded sister always finds herself 
falling short when in the company 
of her beautiful, whimsical, emo-
tional younger sister. And Millie 
finds herself unable to win the 
acceptance she longs for from her 
older sister Ruth. Their life choic-
es take them in two very different 
paths; but when they are reunited 
during the early 1940s working in 
an arsenal in Springfield, MA, the 
sisters’ buried secrets continue to 
keep them emotionally closed off 
from each other. Their friendships 
with Lillian and Arietta add depth 
to this story of family dynamics, 
abuse, and the strength and emo-
tional support women provide for 
each other. 

From Pam Jenoff, New York 
Times bestselling author of The 
Orphan’s Tale, “Loigman’s 
strong voice and artful prose earn 
her a place in the company of Al-
ice Hoffman and Anita Diamant, 
whose readers should flock to this 
wondrous new book.”  

Another book I’d been hearing 
a lot about was The Tattooist of 
Auschwitz by Heather Morris. I 
was eager to pick up this true sto-

ry of Lale Sokolov, a Slovakian 
Jew who spoke several languages, 
a skill which landed him a priv-
ileged position in the camps as 
the man who tattooed the arms of 
thousands of prisoners. Clearly, 
this position presented Lale with 
tremendous guilt; however, he 
courageously used his position to 
save the lives of many of his fel-
low prisoners. Also, an amazing 
love story, The Tattooist of Aus-
chwitz is a testament to the endur-
ance of love and humanity under 
the darkest possible conditions. 

Please join us for our next CJE 
Book Club Meeting: Gateway 
to the Moon by Mary Morris, 
Wednesday, April 17 at 10:30 
AM .Y

Sue’s Book Shelf
By Sue Littauer
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Time to set out the seder plates. 

Pass down the wine, and bring the matzah.

Three, please, all nicely stacked. 

Pass down old stories, and gather new recipes.

Time to set out the seder plates. 

Happy Passover from  

all your friends at Publix.

3 pieces.



By Rabbi Dusty Klass, Temple 
Beth El

Every year, a little over a 
month after Purim and its revel-
ry, we gather at tables – round 
tables, square tables, multiple ta-
bles cobbled together because we 
are too many to fit at one table. 
We gather to dip parsley and ask 
questions and tell the story, again. 
We gather to remind ourselves, 
and each other: Avadim hayinu – 
once, we were slaves. 

In perhaps one of my favor-
ite gleanings from the 2013 Pew 
Research Study of Jewish Amer-
icans, researchers uncovered that 
more than anything else - more 
than lighting Shabbat candles, 
more than fasting on Yom Kippur 
– more Jews attend and partic-
ipate in the Passover Seder than 
any other Jewish practice or tra-
dition.

For some, it is simply a great 
reason to come together, catch up, 
and eat good food. For others, it 
is a tradition, and you don’t mess 
with tradition.

But I also think there is some-
thing eternal and timeless about 
the story we tell at Passover. 

We became strangers in a 
land that had once provided sus-
tenance. Joseph and his brothers 
came to Egypt for food during 
a famine, but their descendants, 
our ancestors, suffered under the 
might of a pharaoh who “knew 
not Joseph.” We are all mere gen-
erations away, in both directions, 
perhaps, from living the lives our 
ancestors sought out for us – or 
fled in order to avoid.

We became slaves to a leader 
(and a people …) who could not 
empathize with our plight. Pha-
raoh’s heart hardened, over and 
over again, against the pain and 
suffering he saw right before his 
eyes, in his own kingdom. We all 
harden our hearts to avoid feeling 
the full measure of pain and suf-
fering experienced by so many in 

our own communities. 
We became hopeless – almost. 

400 years of slavery quashed so 
many sparks of life, so many 
dreams. It took nine plagues to 
stir their spirits. Not until the 
plague of darkness descends do 
the Israelites pull themselves out 
of their torpor enough to see the 
light God has provided in their 
dwellings. 

And yet long before God per-
forms signs and wonders to prove 
God’s might, two Israelite mid-
wives, Shifrah and Puah, hoped. 
And they took that glimmer of 
hope and acted – lying to Pha-
raoh’s face and allowing Israelite 
babies to live, despite being or-
dered otherwise. 

And wonderfully, at the end of 
the story, we became free. 

Maybe.
And herein lies the most com-

pelling component of the story 
of Passover, the part of the story 
that resounded in our hearts and 
minds in the year 200 BCE and 
200 CE and 1200 CE and still res-
onates with us today, in 2019. 

As Michael Walzer puts it, 
“Standing on the parted shores of 
history, we still believe what we 
were taught before ever we stood 
at Sinai: that wherever we are, it 
is eternally Egypt. That there is 
a better place, a Promised Land. 
That the winding way to that 
promise passes through the wil-
derness. That there is no way to 
get from here to there except by 
joining hands, marching togeth-
er.” 

We, each of us, know the feel-
ing of being enslaved. We are 
shackled by our doubts and our 
fears, by unhealthy relationships 
and lifestyles, by our own ex-
pectations of ourselves. We will 
always be slaves moving toward 
freedom. 

And every year, Passover gives 
us the opportunity to remember 
that once upon a time, our great-

great-great-great-great (you get 
the picture) grandparents found 
the glimmer of hope, took a deep 
breath and a first step. 

Chag Pesach Sameyach. May 
you have the courage to continue 
seeking freedom from what en-
slaves.Y
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Matthews  |  WindsorRunCommunity.com

Unit B03

Emergency Call Alarms

Cable Television Connections

Telephone Connections

Heating and Air-Conditioning

Washer/Dryer

Dishwasher

W/D

DW

Laundry/
Storage

Bath

Bath

Closet

Closet
D

W

Closet

Walk-In
Closet

Linen

Dining Room
11’3” x 8’6”

Living Room
11’3” x 13’6”

Bedroom
10’6” x 11’6”

Bedroom
16’9” x 12’0”

Kitchen
Pantry

Office

DW

The McKinley
Sycamore Square

Large two bedroom, two bath

1,402 sq. ft.

Unit Number:
102, 202, 302, 402

2010 McKee Road, Matthews, NC 28105

WindsorRunCommunity.com

0 2'-0" 4'-0" 8'-0"

SCALE: 1/4" = 1'-0"

 

Date Entrance Deposit Monthly Service Package Second Person Monthly Service Package

All dimensions, fixtures, fittings, finishes, 
specifications, and prices are subject to change 
without notice.  All images are conceptual 
renderings and the developer reserves the right to 
make modifications without prior notice.

10
92

85
58

WINDSOR RUN  
OFFERS SENIOR  

LIVING WITH  
STYLE

The

McKinley
Large two bedroom, 
two bath

Spring into a vibrant retirement 
at Windsor Run, the premier 
senior living community in 
Matthews. Here, you’ll enjoy  
an independent lifestyle free 
from maintenance and filled 
with resort-style amenities.

Call 1-800-583-9680 
for your free brochure.

13
35
51
73

Passover is one of the most 
important holidays on the Jew-
ish calendar. Judaism considers 
Passover to be the birthday of the 
Jewish people and it represents 
one of the most momentous 
events in Jewish history.

Passover is rich in family tradi-
tions and rituals. The focus of the 
Passover Seder is transmission to 

the next generation, which is seen 
by the involvement of children 
in every detail of the Seder. The 
Seder reaffirms our trust in God, 
that He will, once again, protect 
us from those that wish to oppress 
us.

Chabad of Charlotte will be 
providing an educational and in-
structive class to help people pre-

pare for this festive, yet complex 
holiday. A Practical Guide to Cel-
ebrating Passover, taught by Rab-
bi Yossi Groner, will be held on 
two consecutive Tuesdays - April 
9 and 16 from 7:30-9 PM, on our 
campus at 6619 Sardis Road. The 
mini-course will cover practical 
laws and rituals of Passover, tips 
on how to conduct a Seder, and 

the spiritual meaning of the hol-
iday. We hope you will join us 
for this exciting class. There is no 
charge.Y

Passover at Chabad of Charlotte

A rich Passover tradition in 
many Jewish communities is the 
use of round Shmurah Matzo for 
the Passover Seder. One of the 
reasons for this custom is that 
Shmurah Matzah is the closest 
replica to the original matzah 
the Israelites ate when they left 
Egypt in haste. Shmurah Matzah 

is baked with extra care which 
begins with the selection and 
milling of the grains and contains 
only two ingredients - natural, un-
bleached wheat and pure well wa-
ter. The entire process of baking 
the matzah, including the mixing 
and kneading, needs to be com-
pleted in less than 18 minutes; 

hence, the word Shmurah means 
guarded, to ensure the process is 
completed properly.

A limited amount of Shmu-
rah Matzah will be available at 
Chabad of Charlotte for $23/lb. 
Please call 704-366-3984 to order 
yours today or visit chabadnc.org 
to place your order.Y

Shmurah Matzah Available

One of the important tradi-
tions in today’s times is to sell 
your chometz through the Rab-
bi before Passover. This ensures 

that we don’t have any chometz 
in our possession from the eve of 
Passover through the entire holi-
day. The Sale of Chometz forms 

are available on our website at 
chabadnc.org. Please complete 
and return the form to us by April 
12.Y

Sell Your Chometz

Perpetually Seeking Freedom

Only 5 
Minutes from 

Shalom 
Park

Reimagined
The Sanctuary 
ASSISTED LIVING

AT STONEHAVEN

704.233.3374

Combining the  
luxuries of home  

best-in-class care 
with

SanctuarySenior.com

 
Jewish ownership offers sensitivity to Jewish 

culture and interests. Our location - just 
minutes from the JCC - makes it an ideal 

choice for seniors looking to remain 
connected with the local Jewish community. 

-Lev Saks, Owner 
 
 
 

SYNAGOGUES           CONGREGATIONS  &
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COTSWOLD

Assisted Living & Memory Care 

5215 Randolph Road
Charlotte, NC 28211

(704) 495-6031

Independent Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care

11945 Providence Road
Charlotte, NC 28277

(704) 246-3055
PROVIDENCE

Waltonwood offers a carefree lifestyle in communities full of amenities with endless possibilities.  

A fresh, fun and interactive dining experience | Forever Fit wellness programs encouraging resident independence
Life Enrichment programs allowing for opportunities of continued learning and special interests 

Housekeeping and maintenance teams providing a truly worry free lifestyle

Call and schedule a tour today!

Life is Good at Waltonwood!

It is now 74 years since World 
War II officially came to an end 
in Europe. As the years pass, 
unfortunately so does the mem-
ory of the Holocaust. Recent 
studies have shown that two-
thirds of American millennials 
do not know what Auschwitz is, 
and 22% had never even heard 
of the Holocaust. Now more 
than ever, it is imperative that 
we keep the memory, stories, 

and lessons of the Shoah alive. 
Temple Kol Ami is pleased to 
sponsor a Holocaust Memorial 
lecture on April 28 featuring Dr. 
George Bacall and Sophia Ca-
gan. We are even more thrilled 
that the Winthrop University 
Department of Philosophy and 
Religion, headed by Dr. Peter 
Judge, is co-hosting this import-
ant program. 

Dr. George Bacall and So-

phia Cagan are siblings, chil-
dren of Holocaust survivors Leo 
and Alina Bakalczuk. George 
was actually born in a displaced 
persons camp in 1946. Leo and 
Alina survived the Warsaw 
Ghetto Uprising, multiple con-
centration camps, and death 
marches, in addition to other 
atrocities. Before her passing, 
Alina documented these hor-
rendous experiences in her book 
No Common Place. Dr. Bacall 
has put together a lecture large-
ly based on his parent’s testi-

mony which has been delivered 
and well-received at multiple 
venues throughout the world. 
We hope you will join us for 
this free event on April 28, 4 
PM at Kinard Hall, Room 108, 
Winthrop University, 1720 Me-
morial Circle in Rock Hill, SC. 
There is free parking on cam-
pus and refreshments will be 
served. Please help us to honor 
the memory of those who per-
ished and maintain the stories of 
those who survived this unbe-
lievable genocide. As the survi-
vors grow older and pass away, 
it is our responsibility to never 
forget. Temple Kol Ami would 
like to extend special thanks to 
the Jewish Federation of Great-
er Charlotte who has supported 
us through the Innovation and 
Impact Fund grant and made 
such a vital program possible. 

April is a busy month at Tem-
ple Kol Ami. We will be hosting 
our annual Second Night Pass-
over Seder on April 20, 6:30 
PM at 1690 SC-160, Fort Mill, 
SC. There will be a lovely tra-
ditional Seder meal catered by 
The Fish Market, an excellent 
restaurant located at Baxter Vil-
lage in Fort Mill. This Seder is 

open to the public. Non-member 
pricing and ticket purchase is 
available on our website www.
templekolamisc.org. For more 
information, please contact us 
at yorksynagogue@gmail.com. 
We hope you will join us at our 
Seder table.

If you live in York County 
or the Ballantyne area, Temple 
Kol Ami might be the place for 
you. We are a warm and inclu-
sive congregation comprised of 
Jews from diverse backgrounds. 
There are so many wonderful 
advantages to being a member 
of TKA, not the least of which 
is being a part of the revitaliza-
tion of the Jewish community 
of this area. We hope you will 
come play and pray with us 
sometime soon. For more infor-
mation about Temple Kol Ami, 
check out our website at www.
templekolamisc.org. Y

Temple Kol Ami to Host Holocaust Memorial Lecture at Winthrop

Like us on Facebook: Charlotte Jewish News
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Premier Concierge  
Property Management

www. roskindhomes . com

Hunter Roskind
Realtor®/Broker

If you or anyone you know have 
a property in need of a property 

manager, please call me at:

980.288.5616
hroskind@gmail.com

Richard Roskind
Realtor®/Broker
LICENSED IN NC & SC

704.905.6175
rcroskind@aol.com

Brokerage 
Residential & Commercial

FREE COSMETIC CONSULTATIONS
BOARD-CERTIFIED PLASTIC SURGEONS

FULLY ACCREDITED OPERATING ROOMS
STATE-OF-THE-ART EQUIPMENT

FINANCING AVAILABLE

BREAST AUGMENTATION*

$1000 OFF

SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY:

704.542.2220

LIMITED TIME OFFER

*Offer applies to breast augmentation 
only. Valid February 18-May 24, 2019. 5815 Blakeney Park Dr., Charlotte, NC 28277

Hebrew School of the Arts in Ballantyne
Every day at Hebrew School is new and exciting. Hat days, pajama days, holidays, and more.

Remi Netupsky and Isabela Seidman (Volunteers in 
Training) prepare a Shabbat dish as part of their 
MasterChef competition.

Micka Ben Shabat in Kita Aleph acts out the story of 
Rivka at the well.

Hebrew School always ends with “Klub Kef” a fun and crazy 
game or competition connected to our lesson.

Isla, Karli, Ori, and Parker show off the cake they decorated for Cake 
Wars while celebrating Jewish birthdays.

Mina Agajan sharing her fruit ka-
bob she made while learning the 
blessing of “Ha’aitz.”

“The artist must  
penetrate into the 
world, feel the fate 
of human beings, 
of peoples, with 
real love. There 

is no art for art’s 
sake. One must 
interested in the 
realm of life.” 
–Marc Chagall, Jewish 

Spectator, September 1951



By Rabbi Chanoch Oppenheim, 
Charlotte Torah Center

We recently went to Pittsburgh 
to honor a close family friend 
who was being publicly recog-
nized as the first civilian respond-
er after the Pittsburgh tragedy. 

Although the Tree of Life syna-
gogue had been cordoned off for 
over 14 hours, the first people 
the FBI allowed to enter were 
the Chevra Kadisha (Burial So-
ciety). Our friend was trained by 
the IDF’s Chevra Kadisha as well 

as Israel’s ZAKA (mass casualty 
and victim identification) unit and 
is an expert in the elaborate burial 
procedures involved when a per-
son has been murdered. Although 
the synagogue is still closed to 
the public, Sara and I were given 
permission to go inside accompa-
nied by a Vice President of Tree 
of Life, who is also a law enforce-
ment official. 

Our tour began with a plaque 
of framed pictures of the vic-
tims. No one knows where it 
came from; it is one of hundreds 
of meaningful items people left 
there anonymously. Suddenly 
the tragedy became humanized; 
these were real people with rich 
lives. Some were known for their 
kindness, others for participating 
in any volunteer opportunity; one 
older couple was known to have 
been so much in love that they 
always did things together; they 
were inseparable in life — and 
even in death. 

The shooter went throughout 
the building looking for people to 
kill. He began in the main sanc-
tuary, went into the kitchen, then 
a smaller sanctuary. Seeing sid-
durim (prayer books), benches, 
walls in the hallways, and even 
the Ark housing the Torah scrolls 
riddled with holes, made it all so 
real but the most meaningful part 
of the tour was hearing about the 
heroes of the Chevra Kadisha. 

When a Jew is murdered be-
cause (s)he is Jewish, a height-
ened level of attention is given to 
the body. There is no cleaning or 
purification process and (s)he is 

buried in whatever was worn at 
the time of death because every 
drop of blood must be collected 
and buried. If it is known for cer-
tain to whom the blood (or body 
part, in the case of a bombing) be-
long, it is put in a bag for burial.  
When the blood of several victims 
is combined, it is buried in one of 
the graves or in a separate grave 
called kever achim, the “grave of 
(our) brothers” Finally, from the 
time of death until burial there is 
an obligation to guard the body. 

Each segment of our tour was 
accompanied by our friend show-
ing us what the Chevra Kadisha 
had to do to ensure that every-
thing was done properly. A team 
of 35 volunteers worked around 
the clock for 40 hours cleaning 
every drop of blood from ceil-
ings, walls, floors, benches, and 
anywhere else there was blood. 
In some cases, because the bod-
ies had been there so long, blood 
had dripped between cracks in the 
floor. He showed us benches that 
had to be shaven and planed due 
to blood absorption. One woman 
wanted to take part in this mitz-
vah but she asked if she could 
do something that didn’t involve 
working with the pools of blood 
found everywhere. She was given 
the job of carefully wiping 
off and saving the blood 
that had splattered in pic-
tures in the hallways. Even 
those who didn’t work at 
the scene directly helped 
and gave resources in any 
way they could; the com-
munity outpouring of love 

and support was overwhelming. 
For centuries, Jews have relied 

on individuals, not governments 
nor corporations, to help during 
our hour of need. The man who 
carried out this atrocity acted in 
exactly the opposite manner of 
the centuries old institution he at-
tacked. He was cruel; his victims 
were kind. He calculated how to 
do harm; the Chevra Kadisha and 
community members calculated 
how to be benevolent. He wanted 
to destroy; they wanted to sustain 
the legacy of thousands of years. 
He hated for no reason; the com-
munity loved and were charitable 
to total strangers (victims) for no 
reason. He had no financial or so-
cial benefit from his actions; they 
had no ulterior motives for their 
kindness. No one would ever pay 
them back, and most of families 
of those who were killed would 
never know who these kind peo-
ple were. 

The beauty of the Jewish spir-
it came alive after the Pittsburgh 
massacre. The tedious and de-
tailed work of the Chevra Kadis-
ha done for no reason other than it 
being a mitzvah and opportunity 
to help people they never met is 
testimony to the Jewish spark in 
all of us.Y
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          from endless chores.

Announcing

*Overture is an equal housing opportunity. Amenities and services vary by location. Pricing & availability subject to 
change. See a Greystar representative for details.

You’re Invited — RSVP Today!

Tuesday, April 30 • 10AM – 1PM 
 Tour Starts at Overture Cotswold at 10AM
4830 Randolph Road, Charlotte NC 28211 

RSVP Today • overturecotswoldrsvp@greystar.com

2 GREAT CHARLOTTE
LOCATIONS TO
CHOOSE FROM!

55+ APARTMENT HOMES

OVERTURE PROVIDENCE
Visit our Leasing Showroom Today:

11508 Providence Rd, Suite K, 
Charlotte, NC 28277

704-741-0323
OvertureProvidence.com

OVERTURE COTSWOLD
Now Open – Experience Overture Today!

4830 Randolph Rd, 
Charlotte, NC 28211

704-228-9238
OvertureCotswold.com

Charlotte’s 1st Annual Tour of 55+ Apartment Homes

The Power of Pittsburgh

Join us for an inspiring, inter-
active uplifting community Seder 
with the Ballantyne Jewish Cen-
ter. Suitable for all ages. Special 
games and activities for children. 
Friday, April 19

7:00 PM - Holiday Service; 
7:45 PM - Seder begins.

At the South Charlotte Ban-
quet Center 9009 Bryant Farms 

Rd. 
Suggested donation $36 per 

person. Complimentary for our 
BJC Partners. Y

Ballantyne First Night 
Community Seder
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PerrysJewelry.com 

Across from SouthPark Mall
6525 Morrison Blvd., 
Charlotte, NC 28211

704.364.1391 
800.339.0734

PerrysSouthPark         

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered
through representatives of Lincoln Financial Services,
member SIPC. Lincoln Financial Services and 
L2 Financial are not related. LFS1568750081116

Larry Horowitz, CLU, ChFC
L2 Financial

15720 Brixham Hall Ave., Ste 575
Charlotte, NC 28277

7046097505    larry.horowitz@skype  
www.L2financial.com

Helping in the CREATION, PRESERVATION 
& DISTRIBUTION of your Estate

In our last article we an-
nounced Temple Solel’s partic-
ipation in the URJ (Union for 
Reform Judaism) Congregational 
Benchmarking and Assessment 
Survey. We want to thank all of 
those who took the survey be-
cause it helped us close at a 42% 
response rate. Statistically this is 
already a great start and we look 
forward to receiving the detailed 
analysis soon.    

We want to introduce you to 
two of our members, Ron and 
Marge Siegler, who cannot be 
described as retired, because of 
how they live their lives each day. 
They have been on quite a journey 
over the past eleven years living 
in the Carolinas after relocating 

from New Jersey. Ron spent over 
thirty years as a volunteer EMT 
saving lives, delivering babies, 
all while stopping-the-bleeding 
and working in his profession 
of mechanical engineering with 
a specialized focus on HVAC. 
Marge’s first career was as an 
educator based in New York City 
teaching multiple-aged young 
people in a variety of academia. 
She then, in a new phase of her 
career, specialized in accounting.   

We especially enjoy hearing 
their stories about Temple Beth 
Chaim in West Windsor, NJ, 
because the humble beginnings 
there sound a lot like our current 
congregation in South Carolina. 
Like many of our members, both 
Ron and Marge grew up in dif-
ferent sects of Judaism and have 
found a comfortable familiarity 
in Temple Solel’s blended and 
inclusive congregation. They told 
an endearing story about their 
Rabbi Emeritus, Eric Wisnia, 
who led the Israel trip they were 
on together. A religious man 
in Jerusalem walked up to the 
group and said, “I would love to 
meet your Rabbi. Where is he?” 
When fingers pointed towards 
the trendy man wearing a snazzy 
shirt, shorts, and sandals outfit, 
the religious man shook his head, 
turned on his heels, and went the 
other direction. It is refreshing 
to us when we see clergy show a 
little chutzpah, which in this case 
translates into “being realistic and 
approachable.” They speak very 
fondly of Rabbi Eric. Ron and 
Marge helped their small con-
gregation start from meeting in a 
Lutheran church, to grow to about 
850 families. With her passion for 
education, Marge was instrumen-
tal in the success of their religious 
school, which is still a thriving 

part of that community today and 
even offers diverse abilities sup-
port.  Ron attends Temple Solel’s 
board meetings in an advisory 
capacity and we appreciate the 
Sieglers’ input.

Marge explains, “We make 
such a good team. I have insight 
into the spiritual and Ron focuses 
on the physical ‘doer’ aspects of 
the non-profit organizations we 
support.” Ron is also the current 
Vice President of the HOA and 
Marge is on the Library, Social, 
and Finance committees of the 
Four Seasons 55+ community in 
Fort Mill, SC where they and live.  

All of the ways Ron and Marge 
are being described leads to the 
big reveal regarding the most 

hidden, interesting, and greatest 
positive impact they both have 
in our city at Charlotte Doug-
las International Airport’s USO 
center. They are active volun-
teers with their shift beginning at 
4:30 AM to welcome thousands 
of active duty, retired, and re-
servists from all branches of the 
military, including their families, 
many flying on an airplane for the 
first time. In one month it is not 
unusual for as many as 15,000 
military personnel and their de-
pendents to pass through the 
Charlotte center. The USO is not 
the more familiar entertainment 
focus of past times during war-
time, but rather a practical place 
of safety and comfort in the air-
port to rest and get food, especial-
ly because many of our military 
soldiers are on limited income 
and might not be able to afford 
these options being made avail-
able without charge. There is also 
a quiet room, video game area, a 
place for children, business area 
with computers, and a library to 
take or leave a book.  

One of the most sobering 
services provided by the USO 
is what Ron and Marge called, 
“fallen angel support.” There are 
honors teams who escort and ac-
company the families through 
the airport who are flying with or 
receiving the body of their fallen 
loved one. The quiet room at the 
USO is reserved for the family’s 
privacy and they are surrounded 
and protected during transport 
during every step they take at the 
airport.

The USO is also involved 
in many other projects such as 
providing special support when 
4000+ men and women arrive 
by buses from Fort Jackson, SC 
at 3 AM before catching flights 

to see their families for the holi-
days. The USO feeds them break-
fast, provides extra conference 
rooms to wait comfortably, and 
helps coordinate their movement 
through the airport.  Other proj-
ects include: “Flights of Honor” 
to take WWII or other veterans to 
memorials in Washington, DC, 
help discharged veterans find 
jobs, and holding fund raisers to 
sustain these good works. We 
want to honor Ron and Marge for 
all of their support and effort in 
our community. Having them as 
part of our congregation is a true 
blessing for Temple Solel.

We hope you will consider 
joining us by reservation for a 
special second night Communi-
ty Seder led by our lay leader, 
Russ Cobe, on April 20 begin-
ning at 6 PM at the Family Life 
Center, UMC Belair located at 
8095 Shelley Mullis Rd., Fort 
Mill, SC 29707. This will be a 
catered event with a reasonable 
fee. For more information write 
us at info@templesolel.org or 
call 803-619-9707. Temple Solel 
holds regular Shabbat services at 
7 PM on the second and fourth 
Fridays of each month. We hope 
to see you soon in the Community 
Room at St. Philip Neri Church, 
292 Munn Road, Fort Mill, SC.Y

Temple Solel Member Spotlight

Marge and Ron Siegler
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Offices in Florida, Connecticut, and now South Charlotte 
Nancy Rones Zolotorofe, Director of College Advising, Carolinas 

nancy@internationalcollegecounselors.com

9802652368 
www.InternationalCollegeCounselors.com

TAKE THE STRESS OUT OF COLLEGE ADMISSIONS
Grades 812, Undergraduate Colleges, MBA, Graduate School, Law School, 

Medical School, Dental School

w STUDENT EVALUATION
w COLLEGE SELECTION
w ESSAYS
w INTERVIEWS
w ACADEMIC GUIDANCE
w APPLICATIONS
w EXTRACURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES
w SCHOLARSHIPS

Josh Rubin’s Plumbing, LLC
LICENSED  BONDED  INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Layouts for slabs  Roughin and Finish
Water Heater Repairs and Replacement

Kitchen/Bath Remodeling
Toilets, Tubs, Faucets, Sink, and Disposal 

Repairs/Replacement
~ 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE ~

NC State Lic. #29197           SC State Lic. #M110508

7045174918

Women’s News

By Sharon Goretsky, president, 
Charlotte Chapter of Hadassah

April is certainly going to be 
busy month. Everyone is getting 
ready for Passover … the plan-
ning, the cleaning, the cooking. 
Things are busy for Hadassah too, 
even before Passover starts.

Hadassah Charlotte has part-
nered with Novant Health for the 
past several years, to bring mam-
mograms to Shalom Park. This 
year we are very proud to bring 
the Novant Mobile Mammogra-
phy Unit in both the spring and 
fall. Mammograms are one of the 
best ways to screen for and diag-
nose breast cancer, and can often 
detect a breast lump before it can 
be felt. This is why mammograms 
are so important.

Is it time for your annual 
mammogram? Have you put off 
getting your first mammogram? 
The Novant Mobile Mammog-
raphy Unit will join Hadassah at 
Shalom Park on Monday, April 8 
from 9 AM-3 PM. Appointments 
are not required, but are strongly 

recommended. To reserve a time 
slot, call 704-384-7226. Screen-
ing mammograms are covered 
under most insurance plans as 
preventative care. Please bring 
your insurance card with you, and 
Novant will file a claim on your 
behalf. Don’t forget to stop by the 
Hadassah table in the lobby of the 
JCC for some snacks and learn 
about Hadassah Medical Orga-
nization’s latest breakthroughs in 
breast cancer research and care.

Please join us the following 
week for the annual Hadassah 
Passover Tasting Party on Fri-
day, April 12 at 11:30 AM. If you 
have never been to this event, you 
have been missing out. Join your 
Hadassah sisters for a fun lunch 
featuring Passover recipes from 
our own kitchens. Everybody 
has their favorite recipes and this 
will be the perfect opportunity 
to share yours. Decide what you 
would like to prepare (dairy or 
pareve salad, side, main dish, or 
dessert), but make sure it is ap-
propriate for Passover. RSVP to 

Lynda White (jwassoc@sprynet.
com) or Janice Bernstein (jan-
icegpb@gmail.com) by April 2 
and tell them what you are bring-
ing, then email them the recipe as 
a Word document or PDF attach-
ment. We will compile all the rec-
ipes, so you can leave with new 
inspiration for your holiday table. 
Prepare the recipe and then just 
come, share and enjoy.

Hadassah Charlotte would like 
to wish you peace, good times, 
good health and happiness on 
Passover and always. Shalom!Y

President’s Message

Now is the time for Charlotte 
Jewish community members to 
get your personal listings to us, 
so that we can include you in the 
2019-20 Jewish Community Di-
rectory put together with love by 
Hadassah Charlotte. Many thanks 
to the entire Directory commit-
tee: Jena Coen Gartner, Marci 
Goldberg, Marci Willenzik, Judy 
Kaufmann, Amy DeLoach, Bon-
nie Bonomo, Lynda White, Linda 
Reece, Sharon Goretsky, Dana 
Kapustin, and Tonya Meltsner for 
all of your help. There is a lot of 
work to be done, but we will look 
to you, the community, to help 
make sure all of the information 
is accurate.  Go to hadassah.org/
Charlotte and input your house-
hold and advertising informa-
tion so that we can include you 
in the 2019 Jewish Community 
Directory. If you are interest-
ed in advertising your business, 
this is a wonderful way to reach 
an audience of over 10,000 peo-
ple. Please do not assume that we 
have your correct information. 
The best way to ensure that you 
are listed in the directory is to 
submit your information on our 

website. Thank you and we look 
forward to a wonderful new year 
in Hadassah Charlotte.

Hadassah, the Women’s Zi-
onist Organization of America, 
Inc. (HWZOA), is the largest 
Jewish women’s organization in 
the United States. With 300,000 
members, associates and sup-
porters Hadassah brings Jewish 
women together to effect change 
and advocate on critical issues 
such as medical care, research, 
and women’s empowerment – 
meeting with elected officials on 
Capitol Hill and locally through 
its Day in the District Program. 
Through the Hadassah Medical 
Organization’s two hospitals, the 
world-renowned trauma center 
and the leading research facili-
ty in Jerusalem, Hadassah sup-
ports the delivery of exemplary 
patient care to over a million 
people every year. HMO serves 
without regard to race, religion, 
or nationality and earned a Nobel 
Peace Prize Nomination in 2005 
for building “bridges to peace” 
through equality in medical treat-
ment. For more information, visit 
www.hadassah.org.Y

Hadassah Charlotte 
2019-20 Charlotte Jewish 
Community Directory
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Why Hire a 
Salesman When
You Can Hire a
Sales Mensch?

w Free Market Analysis  w Free MEGA Open House
w Fire Me Guarantee

ANDY GRIESINGER 7042283318
www.SalesMensch.com

Dream Home Today. Dream Home Today. 
Your Home Tomorrow.Your Home Tomorrow.

CJDS welcomed over 150 
Special Friends to join CJDS stu-
dents for a musical performance 
and Jewish pride workshops. 
Lego blocks were used to make 
all types of Jewish models of 
menorahs, synagogues, tzedakah 
boxes, and Shabbat candlesticks.  
T-shirts, kippot, bracelets, and 
key chains were available for 
the students to personalize with 
their Jewish names and a special 
workshop was brought from New 
York on the writing of the Torah, 

Megillah, Mezuzah, and Tefillin. 
The guests and students learned 
how parchment was made, how 
the holiness of these ritual ob-
jects were maintained, and how 
to write on parchment with the 
same type of quill that the scribes 
use all over the world. A museum 
of various types of mezuzot, sifrei 
torah, tefillin (kosher and non-ko-
sher) were available for the guests 
to view and touch. This same ex-
perience was available on Sunday 
for 400 additional students from 

all of the religious schools in the 
Charlotte Metro area. Temple 
Beth El, Temple Israel, Temple 
Kol Tikvah in Lake Norman, 
Temple Emanuel from Gasto-
nia, Ohr Hatorah, and Ballantyne 
Jewish Center all participated in 
this amazing day. A Torah cookie 
was given as a treat to top off this 
experience that will hopefully 
help in lighting that Jewish spark 
for the Jewish children in our 
community.  Y

500 Children Celebrate Jewish Pride with CJDS

Asher Schreibman shows off his T-shirt.

Danica Isralow made a menorah 
out of legos.

Cornelius Zielinski practices 
writing like a Torah sofer.

Abby Sherman made a T-shirt with her Hebrew 
name on it.

Jewish Outreach Organization 
Wants to Help Families Obtain 
Jewish Education

It’s often all about the “Ben-
jamins” for Jewish parents con-
templating moving their children 
from free public schools to tui-
tion-funded Jewish day schools. 
Even if the family has been build-
ing a stronger commitment to 
Jewish practice, the financial cost 
of enrolling children in Jewish 
schools, especially Jewish high 
schools, can be daunting.

Oorah, the Jewish outreach 
organization, is ready to help. 
Oorah’s tuition assistance pro-
gram was designed to help finan-
cially strapped parents make that 
leap as part of its strong com-
mitment to supporting Jewish 
families in their journey to obser-
vance. 

“Funds are limited, and we 
can’t meet every family’s expec-

tations, but moving to a Jewish 
day school is a critical step for a 
family to make, and we do have 
financial resources to support that 
transition,” says 

“Thousands of children have 
benefited from this program over 
the years, and we work with Jew-
ish schools nationwide,” adds 
Rabbi Weinstein, Oorah Presi-
dent.

Interested families can apply 
for scholarships on the Oorah 
website, tuition.oorah.org. If the 
application is accepted, Oorah 
will provide financial assistance 
that may be renewed in subse-
quent years. These scholarships 
are not available for students 
currently attending Jewish day 
schools. 

Students who receive Oorah’s 
tuition assistance and complete 
their education at a Jewish high 

Oorah Offers Tuition 
Assistance to Support 
Children Moving From 
Public Schools to Jewish 
Day Schools

(Continued on page 14)

School newS
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More than 500 Passover 
Items in Store

NOW OPEN

Next to Party City s Across from Walmart Supercenter
1816G Galleria Blvd., Charlotte, NC s 7045638288 

Gleibermans.com

Gleiberman’s provides you with all 
your PESACH needs!

Matzah ~ Horseradish ~ Gefilte Fish ~ Cookies  
Cake Mixes ~ Macaroons ~ Candies ~ Baked Goods

Egg Noodles ~ Deli Products ~ Soft Drinks 
Candles ~ Cereals ~ Farfel ~ Matzah Meal 

Cleaning Supplies ~ Meats ~ Poultry
Plus Lots More!

Store Hours
Sunday  Thursday  10 AM to 6 PM

Friday  10 AM to 4 PM
Closed Saturday

Special Evening Hours by Appointment
Please call 

school are eligible to receive fur-
ther assistance to attend a post-
high school study program in 
Israel.

As part of its mission to en-
courage Jewish education, Oorah 
offers a menu of programs de-
signed to engage the entire fam-
ily. These include The Zone, 
subsidized summer sleepaway 
camps; ChillZone youth groups; 
and the TorahMates learning 
program. Information about 
other programs is available on 
Oorah.org.

Oorah is a multifaceted non-
profit organization offering so-
cial, educational, and religious 
services to thousands of families 
throughout the world. For de-
tailed information about specific 
programs, visit Oorah.org.Y

Day School 
Tuition 
Assistance
(Continued from page 13)

Music Comes Alive in JPS
The 3s did a special unit on 

music and are excited to share the 
details with you. We introduced 
music to our class by reading 
the book Meet the Orchestra by 
Ann Hayes. As we read the book, 
we talked about each instrument 
to see which ones the students 
were familiar with and which 
were new. We talked about the 
four sections of the orchestra and 
which instruments belong in each. 
We brought a lot of instruments 
in to our classroom to play and 
experiment with throughout the 
week – it was noisy and fun. Our 

students are now able to identify 
which sounds belong to which in-
struments. Did you know that the 
special wand the conductor waves 
is called a baton? The highlight 
of our music unit was when Ms. 
Cathy and her friend came in with 
their drum set(!!) and an acoustic 
guitar. They performed for us and 
then we got to play their instru-
ments. Drums are special because 
they help the keep the rest of the 
instruments on beat, and we prac-
ticed keeping a beat all together. 
We got to create our very own in-
struments for our class marching 

band, and then marched around 
our classroom with them. We 
love music and now have a great 
appreciation for instruments, the 
opera, and the orchestra.Y

Parker decorates her own electric guitar.

Testing out an acoustic guitar.

Our very own marching band.

Ms. Cathy and Tom performed for us.
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MEG D. GOLDSTEIN
ATTORNEY AT LAW

ESTATE PLANNING,
ESTATE AND TRUST ADMINISTRATION,

PRE-MARITAL AGREEMENTS,
CHARITABLE PLANNING AND ENTITIES,

GENERAL CORPORATE AND TAX,
BUSINESS SUCCESSION PLANNING

5960 FAIRVIEW ROAD, SUITE 400
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 28210

TEL: 704.523.2202    CELL: 704.756.3626
MGOLDSTEIN@MGOLDLAW.COM WWW.MGOLDLAW.COM

DEATH TAXES MAY NOT BE AN ISSUE
BUT YOUR LEGACY IS!

Join us for a movie and refreshments.    
This summer the SPFS will be opening 

its doors for the 9th summer to serve 75 
students from Huntingtowne Farms and 
Sterling Elementary schools that are from 
socio-economically disadvantaged back-
grounds. The goals of the SPFS are to 
provide a six-week program to facilitate 
literacy and character-building for these 
scholars. Preliminary research suggests 
these efforts are making a difference for 
participants in the Freedom School. With-
out summer programs like the SPFS, 75% 
of students from low income homes are 
estimated to lose 2-3 months of learning 
over the summer. In contrast, 90% of Free-

dom School scholars gained or maintained 
their reading ability. Each year SPFS hosts 
a movie night which serves as the largest 
fundraiser to support the summer scholars 
on our campus. 

This year’s movie, The Homestretch, 
follows three homeless teens as they fight 
to stay in school, graduate, and build a fu-
ture. Each of these smart, ambitious teen-
agers - Roque, Kasey, and Anthony - will 
surprise, inspire, and challenge audiences 
to rethink stereotypes of homelessness 
as they work to complete their education 
while facing the trauma of being alone and 
abandoned at an early age. http://www.
homestretchdoc.com.

Tickets are $10 in advance and $15 at 
the door and may be purchased online start-
ing now at: http://spfreedomschool.org or 
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/sha-
lomparkfreedomschool/236079.

Tickets may also be purchased in person 
at the LJCC front desk or call 704-366-
5007 starting in early April.Y

Shalom Park Freedom School Annual Spring Movie Fundraiser
Thursday, May 9, 7-9 PM, Sam Lerner Center for Cultural Arts – 
Shalom Park

By Becca Weiner
There’s a story about King 

Solomon, the 3rd King of Israel, 
who is famous for building the 
first Holy Temple in Jerusalem.

King Solomon goes around 
one day to see how everything 
is going. He goes up to a carpen-
ter, covered in dust and asks him, 
“What are you building?” The 
carpenter responds, “I’m making 
the most amazing ark out of the 
finest wood where the tablets will 
be stored.”

He then walks further and sees 
an artist working with the most 
beautiful, shiny gold and asks 
him what he’s doing. The artist 
responds that he’s creating the 
most magnificent menorah.

King Solomon continues to 
walk around and sees a weaver - 
who responds that he’s weaving 
the most gorgeous tapestries; the 
stonemasons are making beauti-
ful alters for sacrifices.

He then sees a bricklayer, deep 
in the ground, sweating in the hot 
sun and asks him what he’s doing. 
The bricklayer responds, “Me? 
I’m building the Temple!”

The carpenters, artists, weav-
ers and stonemasons are creat-
ing the beautiful accoutrements 
for the Temple, but without the 
bricklayer there would be nothing 
to decorate. The early childhood 
educators at the Charlotte Jew-
ish Preschool are the carpenters, 
artists, weavers, and stonema-
sons. We think of the beautiful 
ark the carpenter was making as 
Grandparent’s Day; the menorah 
represents our Latkes, Lights, and 
Love program during Chanukah. 
And the weaved tapestries - those 
represent our Passover Seder. 
These beautiful projects existed 
to beautify the Temple, just as our 
special days enhance the CJP ex-
perience for our students and their 
families.  

But, we are also the bricklay-
ers. It was the bricklayer who 
was doing the physical work of 
building the Temple. He’s doing 
the work that has to get done in 
order for the others to beautify 

the Holy Temple. Our work as 
“bricklayers” does not take away 
from the beauty or importance of 
our school’s special days. In fact, 
we just experienced our most suc-
cessful Grandparent’s Day in the 
10 years that I have been a part of 
the CJP family as we welcomed 
over 350 guests into our build-
ing; our age-level special days 
(Babies in the Booths, “Two” 
B’Shevat, and Three’s Kibbutz 
Day) have knocked it out of the 
park this year. This story sim-
ply reminds us of how important 
the day-to-day Judaic values we 
teach are, because without the 
brick foundation there would be 
no reason for tapestries and me-
norahs. Two such Judaic values 
at the core of Grandparent’s Day 
are l’dor v’dor (from generation 
to generation) and hachnasat or-
chim (welcoming visitors).

As the bricklayers, one of our 
jobs is to welcome people into 
our space each and every day, and 
not just on Grandparent’s Day or 
for other school-wide programs. 
When we make people feel wel-
come in our school we can really 
make a difference to families and 
parents. We have an open-door 
policy in our school - parents and 
guests are always welcome in 
our classroom, and we tell them 
that. But how do we show them 
that they are welcome and valued 
guests, and that their presence is 
an opportunity for us to deepen 
Judaic learning for our students? 

We welcome our students, 
their families, and our stakehold-
ers to the Charlotte Jewish Pre-
school, our metaphorical Temple. 
In this building we do holy work 
- we are bricklayers, deep in the 
ground, sweating in the hot sun, 
laying the foundation for Jewish 
lives. Everyone is welcome, but 
how can we can get you to feel 
and know just how welcome you 
are? Come visit us and find out.Y

L’dor V’dor and Hachnasat Orchim: The 
CJP Embraces Multiple Jewish Values to 
Welcome Grandparents on 
Grandparent’s Day
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RSVP by April 25 to www.nextgencharlotte.org 

Family Engagement

Questions:  Debby Block, CJE Program Coordinator 
   704.944.6780
   debby.block@jewishcharlotte.org

SHALOM BABY: WELCOME TO THE WORLD
April 28, 2019
3:30 pm
Levine-Sklut Judaic Library at Shalom Park
5007 Providence Road, Building C

If your family has welcomed a baby this past 
year, we have a gift for you! Swaddle up your 
little one and join us at our community baby 
“shower” and meet other families with infants. 

• Baby Swag Bags
• Refreshments
• Plus more....

SHALOM BABY

This event is FREE, please RSVP By April 25 
to kara.culp@jewishcharlotte.org.
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704.366.4558  |  CJDSchool.org

CJDS SETS THE STANDARD  
FOR ELEMENTARY EDUCATION  

BASED ON JEWISH BELIEFS

See it for yourself!  
Give us a call or stop by and take a tour.

What are CTP4/ERBs? 
The Comprehensive Testing Program (CTP) is a rigorous 
assessment in areas such as reading, comprehension, 
vocabulary, writing, and mathematics. All CJDS 3rd – 5th 
graders take this exam every spring.

How do CJDS students outperform peers at 
other private schools year after year?
• Excellent teachers
• An advanced baseline curriculum
•  A customized educational approach that challenges 

and supports each pupil
•  The use of critical and higher level thinking for Project 

Based Learning and Judaic studies
•  A math curriculum that starts kindergartners at the first 

grade level and a gifted language arts program for all 
students in grades 3-5

CJDS Outperforms Independent  
Schools in Achievement Testing

CJDS Performance vs.  
Independent Schools*

CTP4 Subtest CJDS Independents

Verbal Reasoning 86 85

Reading Comprehension 85 83

Writing Mechanics 86 85

Writing Concepts & Skills 90 86

Quantitative Reasoning 91 90

Mathematics 1&2 93 90

 *percentile rank in 2017

We accept all Jewish students with a desire  
for an extraordinary educational journey.

Youth Visions

By Eliana Harr       
When I was a rising 4th grad-

er, my family moved to Charlotte 
from Long Island. We realized 
quickly how wonderful it is to 
be in such a united Jewish com-
munity like this one. From then 
on, I have always been involved 
in Jewish activities. I enjoy be-
ing with kids who I related to at 
Camp Mindy, Temple Israel Re-
ligious School, and Temple Israel 
youth group. 

Now that I am older, I have 
realized how much I value these 
experiences. Currently, I am in 
9th grade at Northwest School of 
the Arts. I love my school and the 
diversity there, but the hours and 
commute leave me very little free 
time. In the time that I do have, I 
choose to be active in everything 
that our amazing community has 
to offer. I really enjoy being part 
of the Jewish community because 
it allows me to connect with 
my Jewish identity and to make 
connections with people that I 
wouldn’t have otherwise known. 
These opportunities may not have 
been as important to me if I were 
still living in New York. I work 
as a madricha in the Temple Isra-
el Religious School for the Kin-
dergarten class, am involved in 
BBYO, and am on Student Coun-
cil at Hebrew High. This will be 
my 7th summer at Camp Mindy 
and I look forward to being an 

Why I Love Temple Israel’s USY Chapter

Front: Eliana Harr; center: Madison Harr, Hannah 
Sidranski, Mikayla Prushik, Anna Warshaw; rear: 
Alan Johnathan. Eliana Harr, Mikayla Prushik, Hanna Sidranski, 

Anna Warshaw, Madison Harr.

Back: Alan Johnathan, Anna Warshaw, Eliana 

Harr, Mikayla Prushik, Hannah Ross; front: Jil-

lian Baca-Duncan, Hannah Sidranski.

Back: Mikayla Prushik, Madison Harr, Levi Price, Anna 

Warshaw, Eliana Harr, Leah Harrison, Benjamin Grey-

ber; front: Max Pollack, Jonah Gorenstein.

Leah Harrison, Mikayla Prushik, Eliana Harr, 
Anna Warshaw, Madison Harr

(Continued on page 24)

Back: Madison Harr, Eliana Harr, 
Leah Harrison; front: Hannah Ross, 
Mikayla Prushik, Anna Warshaw.
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To  advertise, contact one of our sales 
representatives: 

Jodi Valenstein, 704-609-0950     
Pam Garrison, 704-906-7034

Dining Out, 
Catering 

& Hospitality

$2 OFF
Any Purchase 
of $10 or more

with this ad

Mike Sadri
Arboretum Shopping Center

7045415099
fax: 7045415989

Only 1 coupon per transaction. 
Expires 4/30/19

Hampton Inn & Suites SouthPark at Phillips Place, 
Charlotte, NC  28210    7043195700

www.hamptonsouthpark.com

SouthPark at Phillips Place

Where Families 
Come Together

w Featuring 124 beautifully decorated guest
rooms and suites conveniently located 

in Phillips Place
w Complimentary amenities include: 

Hot breakfast, internet access,
transportation to Shalom Park

w Hospitality Suite  
w Great Room: Special rates available for

Friday night dinner

For more information, contact:
Erin.Dennis@hilton.com

Photo courtesy of ArtShots Photography 

What happens when you take a 
group of teens to Kinetic Heights 
on a Saturday night in February? 
The Hebrew High 8th and 9th 
Grade Retreat!

This year’s retreat had a new 
twist. We moved the retreat off 
campus to provide new expe-
riences for students. Kinetic 
Heights provided so many new 
options. The goal was to learn 
how to work with, and rely on, 
your peers. All events of the re-
treat explored the idea of Kehillah 
(the importance of the communi-
ty in Judaism). Students worked 
with team leaders from Kinetic 
Heights who emphasized that re-
lationships are built on trust and 
trust is learned through relying 
on each other. This goal was ac-

complished through a series of 
obstacle courses where students 
worked as a team to get to the 
end. If a student had trouble, the 
other students came together to 
help that person reach the finish 
line. It didn’t matter who was in 
8th or 9th grade, who was athlet-
ic, who was tall or who was short. 
Everyone participating was an 
equal part of the group coming 
together to complete a common 
goal.

When students first arrived for 
the retreat they were quiet and 
split up into small groups made 
up of other students they knew. 
They didn’t want to be there but 
their parents made them come. 
They were not motivated to par-
ticipate. Then, little by little, they 

started to gravitate towards each 
other, to reach out for help and 
to build their community. What a 
transformation to observe. Every 
student had an incredible time, 
learned incredible lessons, and 
became closer to other incredible 
teens.

The pictures speak volumes. 
We truly are a community at He-
brew High.

Are you interested in learning 
more about Hebrew High? Come 
learn more and experience He-
brew High at our Open House – 
Wednesday, April 10 from 7-9 
PM.  Open to all interested teens 
and families. To learn more, visit 
www.hebrewhigh.org.Y

Hebrew High 8th and 9th Grade Retreat

“You may be free from sin, but if 
your body is not strong, your soul 

will be too weak to serve God aright. 
Maintain your health and preserve 

your strength.” 
–Baal Shem Tov, The Hasidic Anthology
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Episode Topics:

• Social Action Opportunities
• Jewish Holidays
• Community Events
• Personal Stories & More

With so much programming going 
on within the Jewish community 
JPOD Charlotte aims to educate 
and inform you each week, so you 
can get involved in programs that 
YOU feel passionate about.  

Listen 
on your way to  

work, school or the 
gym once a week for 
just a few minutes to 

learn about the  
opportunities and  

stories available in 
your Jewish backyard. 

A Weekly Jewish  
Community Podcast  

hosted by Emily Russell

To listen visit www.charlottejcc.org/JPOD   
or subscribe on iTunes or Stitcher

BBYO Declares “It’s Our Turn” at International Convention
At a moment in history where 

teens are revolutionizing their 
role as societal changemakers 
and declaring that age is not and 
should not be the defining factor 
of leadership, over 3,000 teens 
from 40 countries convened in 
Denver, CO over President’s 
weekend to declare, it’s “Our 
Turn” at BBYO’s International 
Convention. This monumental 
event, offered a myriad of op-
portunities for Jewish teens to 
connect with their peers, grow 
as leaders, and redefine how they 
are valued and viewed. Charlotte 
BBYO was excited to send 56 
teens to International Convention 
this year.

Here is what some of our teens 
had to say about their experience:

“Sitting on the plane on the 

way to a new state and going 
somewhere where I did not know 
anyone and would be the young-
est was a little nerve-wracking. 
By the second day of my journey 
at IC, I realized that going to Den-
ver, CO was the best decision of 
my entire life. Between making 
new friends, hanging out in the 
lobby, educational programs, and 
the trips to some of Denver’s fin-
est, IC 2019 was a homerun.” – 
Yarden Asofsky, 9th grade

“This year, I participated in my 
third International Convention in 
Denver and I absolutely loved it. 
Listening to people different from 
yourself and experiencing new 
things are the best ways to learn. 
This year’s IC did a fantastic job 
of highlighting those things. IC is 
such an amazing experience and 
I definitely left more empowered 
and confident as a leader thanks 
to the interesting programming 
and inspiring speakers.” – Abby 
Meyer, 12th grade

In total, more than 5,500 of 
the Jewish community’s top teen 
leaders, educators, thought and 
business leaders, and philanthro-
pists from around the world came 
together in Denver for one of the 
largest Jewish communal events 
of the year. Delegates heard 
from and met inspiring speak-
ers, expanded their leadership 

skills, served the local commu-
nity, learned together, celebrated 
Shabbat, had access to exclusive 
music performances, and did their 
part to strengthen the Jewish fu-
ture.

Among the many that ad-
dressed the crowd at IC were: 
Jared Schutz Polis (Governor of 
Colorado); Chelsea Handler (co-
median, actress, and activist); 
Fred Guttenberg (activist, Orange 
Ribbons for Jamie); Max Green-
field (actor and producer); Adam 
Rippon (Olympic Medalist and 
LGBTQ activist); Katy Koob 

(Vice President, Brand Partner-
ships, Refinery 29); and Cory 
Gardner (U.S. Senator R-CO).

BBYO IC 2019 also served as 
the launch point for a historic an-
niversary celebration as the Order 
of the B’nai B’rith Girls (BBG) 
turns 75 this year. Celebrations 
throughout IC recognized wom-
en who have made an impact in 
their communities and the world, 
and there was multiple content 
sessions focused on topics such 
as women’s empowerment, lead-
ership training, gender equali-
ty, and women’s rights. Female 
leaders, mentors, and activists 

who spoke on these tracks includ-
ed Sarah Hurwitz (former head 
speechwriter for First Lady Mi-
chelle Obama); Brittany Packnett 
(activist, educator, and writer); 
Stephanie Wittels-Wachs (ac-
tress, activist, and author); Jen-
nifer Rubin (opinion writer for 
The Washington Post), and many 
others. 

BBYO also announced that 
Chicago business leader and 
philanthropist, Ted Perlman, and 
his wife, Harriette, pledged $25 
million to accelerate BBYO’s ini-
tiatives for young Jewish women 

Sophie Levy and Abby Meyer

Emily Ganem, Isis Stamm, and 
Yarden Asofsky

Check out our prices at 
www.charlottekosherwine.com 

Kosher for 
Passover 
Wines 

(Continued on page 25)
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YOM HA’ATZMAUT FESTIVAL

Tuesday, May 7

12:00 - 3:00 PM  
Shalom Park
Israel Independence Day

Commemorate and Celebrate 

For more information visit www.jewishcharlotte.org or call 704.944.6757

Israeli food, music, children’s 
activities, crafts and more.....

YOM HAZIKARON
Israel Memorial Day
6:30 PM, Memorial Ceremony 

Sam Lerner Center 
for Cultural Arts 

Sunday, May 19
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Learn about the Charlotte Jewish Community 
while meeting new friends! 

Questions???? Call Kara Culp, 704.944.6858 
kara.culp@jewishcharlotte.org or  

Susan Lerner, 704.944.6741, susan.lerner@charlottejcc.org 

SUNDAY, APRIL 14, 2019 
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 
WEINBERG CENTER

at the Levine Jewish Community Center

“NEWCOMER SCHMOOZE” 
New City, New Friends, New Way of Life 

Sponsored by 
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Friendship Circle Inaugurates Junior Teen Friends
Junior Teen Friends is de-

signed for boys and girls in 7-8th 
grade. Its purpose is to provide 
them with a meaningful way of 
empowering themselves as they 
learn from and give to others.

The focus was on learning all 
about challenges and virtues of 
individuals with special needs. 
They learned all about Autism 
from Dr. Frank Gaskill, Cerebral 
Palsy from Lari Massachi, and 
Down Syndrome from our very 
in- house expert Sophie. Com-
pletion Awards were presented 
by Friendship Circle’s President 
(and Art Instructor), Amy Seitlin. 

Congratulations to Isaiah 

Abrams, Joshua Freedman, 
Shayne Goldstein, Ester Mano-
im, Toryn Nichols, Rachel Potier, 
Noah Semel, Molly Stone, and 
Haily Turtz on successfully com-
pleting the Junior Teen Friends 
Sensitivity Education Course.

Friendship Circle pairs local 
teens and children with special 
needs for weekly visits; the ba-
sis of our genuine friendships. 
Through a broad range of activi-
ties and events, Friendship Circle 
creates an atmosphere of accep-
tance, recognizing that all people, 
regardless of the obstacles and 
challenges they may experience, 
are sacred, worthy of love, and 

have something to contribute.
To learn more visit www.

FriendshipCircleNC.org.
Friendship Circle is a Benefi-

ciary Organization of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Charlotte. Y

Friendship Circle’s Junior Teen Friends Learning How Autism is a Gift with 
Dr. Frank Gaskill of Southeast Psych.

Jewish Family Services
Volunteers Are the Backbone and Heart 
of Jewish Family Services
By Sheryl Gerrard, JFS Senior 
Outreach Specialist

Each year over 2,000 hours 
are logged in by Jewish Family 
Services volunteers of all ages 
who make a world of difference 
for our clients, our agency and 
the Greater Charlotte community. 
Their dedication and commitment 
make it possible to provide our 
special brand of care to those in 
need.  

In recognition of April being 
Volunteer Appreciation Month, 
JFS would like to celebrate all 
of our volunteers who help with 
fundraising, board governance, 
administrative tasks, like data en-
try and filling in at the reception 
desk, delivering groceries and 
holiday goodies to homebound in-
dividuals, and staffing our senior 
adult events and celebrations, not 
to mention the folks who show up 
regularly for our volunteer-run 
Food Pantry, where you can find 
these worker-bees  collecting, or-
ganizing and preparing bags of 
groceries and personal care items 
for the 500+ food pantry visits 
each year. 

And are you aware that JFS 
also provides a strong presence 
in the lives of homebound senior 
adults throughout Greater Char-
lotte through our Volunteer Visits 
program?  

Each month, volunteers spend 
an average of 37 hours visiting 
older individuals in their own 
homes or in senior living com-
munities. Last year, 87 home-
bound and/or isolated senior 

adults received visits, 
many conducted by 
volunteers who receive 
training from the JFS 
Senior Outreach Spe-
cialist and Community 
Liaison. These folks 
serve as an extension 
of JFS in the commu-
nity. Very often these 
volunteers, serving as a 
trusted “friend” are the 
first to become aware 
of potentially danger-
ous changes in the se-
nior adult’s health or 
living situation, which 
then allows JFS staff to 
take appropriate action 
to ensure the senior’s 
safety and well-being. 

Studies have shown 
that isolation and feel-
ings of loneliness can 
put seniors at increased 
risk of high blood pressure, de-
pression, dementia, malnutrition, 
and other harmful health issues. 
Knowing this, we felt it was im-
portant to spotlight how JFS does 
its best to ensure that the old-
er adults in our community are 
being supported and impacted 
by our services. Another recent 
study from the AARP Public Pol-
icy Institute, Stanford University 
and Harvard, Medicare spends an 
estimated $6.7 billion more each 
year on seniors who have little 
contact with others. JFS’ one-to-
one visits can help homebound 
senior adults to feel less isolated 
and more connected to the Jewish 
community.

Connections made between 
JFS volunteers and the senior 
adults they visit can have positive 
outcomes for all involved. Volun-
teers who regularly visit a senior 
often develop close relationships, 
which can be as rewarding for the 
volunteer as for the senior. One 
volunteer described the senior 
adult she visits as “delightful; she 
is always glad of my visits and I 
have developed a great affection 
for her.” Visits often include sim-
ple pleasures like playing board 
games, taking walks together, 
looking through photo albums, 
reminiscing about treasured Jew-
ish holidays of yesteryear, or just 
sharing a cup of tea and talking. 

Volunteer visits help the senior 

adults in unexpected ways too, 
like restoring purpose or self-con-
fidence in the older adult who 
often has information and expe-
rience that could be beneficial 
for a younger person, whether by 
explaining how to improve one’s 
tennis serve or fill out a job ap-
plication, or by providing an un-
derstanding of a historical event 
based on first-hand knowledge. 

During the month of April 
and all year long, JFS would like 
to express appreciation for our 
volunteers and all the important 
things they do. We are grateful 
for our volunteer visitors, those 
providing general administrative 
tasks, our Food Pantry organiz-
ers, our JFS Board, Mitzvah bas-
ket designers, and the countless 
of volunteers and organizations 
who assist with the Jewish and 
cultural celebrations JFS hosts. 
We could not have the impact we 
do. It is through the kindness and 
generosity of these individuals 
that we are able to create that spe-
cial interaction that enriches the 
lives of those we touch. 

If you are in need of a volunteer 
visit or becoming a JFS volunteer 
in any capacity, please contact 
our office at 704-364-6594 or go 
to jfscharlotte.org. Y

Voluntering in the food pantry.

Getting ready to hand out Passover 
bags.
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Pricing Codes:      M=Member     B=Benefactor     NM=Non-Member

www.charlottejcc.org    •     704-366-5007

LJCC Department Directory 
Please contact us if you have questions!

Membership
Susan Lerner  704-944-6741
susan.lerner@charlottejcc.org

Early Childhood 
Patty Torcellini  704-944-6891
patty.torcellini@charlottejcc.org

K-5th Grade Programs
Mitch Ormand  704-944-6733
mitch.ormand@charlottejcc.org

Adults & Seniors/Oasis
Jill Lipson  704-944-6792
jill.lipson@charlottejcc.org

Wellness & Fitness
Jenny Crow  704-944-6870
jenny.crow@charlottejcc.org

Sports
Stephanie Garner  704-944-6743
stephanie.garner@charlottejcc.org

Aquatics / Swim Team
Joshua Steinberger  704-944-6746
joshua.steinberger@charlottejcc.org

LJCC Tennis / CRUSH
Greg O’Connor  704-944-6748

gregory.oconnor@charlottejcc.org

Visual/Performing Arts
Susan Gundersheim  704-944-6778
susan.gundersheim@charlottejcc.org

J-Childcare
Amie Gray  704-944-6726
amie.gray@charlottejcc.org

Social Action
Julie Rizzo  704-944-6730
julie.rizzo@charlottejcc.org

Sandra and Leon Levine Jewish Community Center
5007 Providence Road  |  Charlotte, NC 28226
704-366-5007 |  charlottejcc.org  |  facebook.com/levinejccApril 2019

7 weeks – 7 years old
Children will enjoy a nurturing environment to explore 
and have fun with crafts and activities, while parents 
workout. 
Mon-Fri AM .................... 8am-1pm
Mon-Thu PM .............4pm-7:30pm
Saturday ...................... 12pm-3pm
Sunday ......................8:30am-2pm
Per Hour:    M/$4.50      NM/ $5.50

Grades K-5th
A great, supervised space for your elementary age 
child to have fun and hang out with friends, while you 
workout! 
Sundays, 8:30am–1pm 
Location: Check with LJCC Customer Service
M/$2/hour
NM/$5.50 per hour 
Reservations Required! 704-366-5007, or visit  
LJCC Customer Service.
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like us!    •    facebook.com/levinejcc

SHIIP  
Seniors’ Health Insurance  
Information Program
Free Medicare Counseling Available year  
round! Please call Senior & Adult Director 
Jill Lipson at 704-944-6792 for information

Teens
Summer Employment Opportunities
•   Lifeguards 
Competitive pay, flexible schedule, paid lunch, great 
working environment. The LJCC offers American 
Red Cross® Lifeguard Training Courses and job 
placement after completion.
704-944-6746 or joshua.steinberger@charlottejcc.org 
• Summer Camp Counselors
Fun filled environment and membership privileges
Preschool through Teen Camp counselor positions 
available.
Half Day • 8:30am-1:30pm or
Full Day • 8:30am-4:30pm
704-944-6738 or mark.didonato@charlottejcc.org

A Taste of Teen Camp 
Rising 4th,5th and 6th Grade
A new week-long introduction to the Teen Camp 
experience. Campers will enjoy  activities on and off 
campus and partake in a community service project. 
August 19-23
M/$400   NM/$450
704-944-6739 or michelle.rusgo@charlottejcc.org

Adults
Oasis Book Club
April’s Book: Defending Jacob, by William Landay
Monday, April 29, 1-2pm
FSP Boardroom
Free

The Power of Aging
Discover and uncover the basic physical, emotional,
cultural, and social needs which the aging experience
challenges you with on a daily basis. Life can be
exciting, purposeful and meaningful! Meets once per
month on Tuesdays. A collaborative program between 
LJCC’s Senior & Adult Department and First Hand 
Success’ Lorrie Klemons, RN, MSN.
Tuesday, May 14 
What are the Gifts You Bring to This World?
9:15–10:15am
FSP Board Room 
Free
704-944-6753 or sharri.benjamin@charlottejcc.org

JMemory Café
Caring for a family member with mild to moderate 
dementia? Come with them to the JMemory Café.
Socialize, meet new friends, engage in activities 
together and just have fun. A light breakfast will be 
served. 
The purpose of the program: 
•  social engagement & 

discussion
•  a safe environment that is 

relaxed and non-judgmental
• enjoy music, art, and more
Meets twice every month: 
2nd & 4th Thursdays • 10am–12pm
Weinberg Senior Center
704-944-6792 or jill.lipson@charlottejcc.org

Tai Chi/Qigong 
Adults 50+ 
Improve your strength, balance and flexibility  
through this gentle form of fitness. 
Tuesdays, 11:45am–12:45pm (all levels)
Swimmer Family Aerobics Studio 
Oasis/M/$30 B/$20 NM/$42 per month 
Drop-in fee: M/B/$12 p/class NM/$14 p/class
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IN MEMORY OF
Barbara Valenstein Jarrell to 

Linda Bogin and Robert and Ellie 
Valenstein from Shelton and El-
len Goldstein

Marlen Goldsticker from Sam 
and Nancy Bernstein

Edward Dordick to Fran Dor-
dick from Sam and Nancy Bern-
stein

Rhoda Gleiberman from Paul 
and Lynn Edelstein, Shelton and 
Ellen Goldstein

Ralph Rabinowitz to Robert 
and Lynn Gleiberman from Shel-
ton and Ellen Goldstein

Walter Klein to Richard and 
Paula Klein from Matthew Luft-
glass and Meg Goldstein

Howard Levinson to Marc 
Levinson from Steven and Susan 
Meyer

Sonia Luski to Frances Luski, 
Isaac Luski, and Robert and El-
lie Valenstein from Shelton and 
Ellen Goldstein, Paul and Lynn 
Edelstein

Simon Wojnowich to Alan and 
Pearl Mann, Harold and Lyba 

Rousso, Mary Wojnowich, and 
Rose Zimmer from Shelton and 
Ellen Goldstein, Bob Jacobson, 
Thomas Diamond, David Kro-
novet, Scott and Marnie Moskow-
itz, Sam and Nancy Bernstein, 
Joel Cohen, Stuart and Ellen Fli-
gel, Merle Henderson, Alvin and 
Helene Levine, Soloman Rousso, 
Gary Chadwick, Jeffrey Cohen, 
Beth Shepherd

Sandy Bogner to David and 
Risa Miller from Paul and Lynn 
Edelstein

Janet Hartman to Roberta Rod-
gers from Mark and Alison Lern-
er, David and Risa Miller

Doris Rousso to David Rous-
so and family, Harold and Lyba 
Rousso, Paul and Joy Rousso, 
and Steven Rousso from Matthew 
Luftglass and Meg Goldstein, Mr. 
and Mrs. Joel Hirsch, Sam and 
Nancy Bernstein, Sandra Melnick 
Seitz

Don Levy to Harriet Shulmeis-
ter from Sandra Weinstein

Robert Steven Stern to Ken-
neth and Marcia Stern from Har-

riet Meetz
MAZEL TOV ON

The birth of your daughter and 
granddaughter to Yoni and Jes-
sie Cohen and Susan and Donald 
Jacobs from Shelton and Ellen 
Goldstein

The birth of Sophia Leah to 
Stuart and Jodi Cohen from Sam 
and Nancy Bernstein

The opening of the new loca-
tion of Gleiberman’s Gourmet to 
Jeff and Marcia Gleiberman from 
Leonard and Karen Fox

The birth of Oliver Josef Gold-
smith to Jeff Goldsmith, Mark 
and Linda Goldsmith, Barbara 
and Jerry Levin, Sandra and Leon 
Levine, and Eric and Lori Sklut 

from Shelton and Ellen Gold-
stein, Jonathan and Stephanie Si-
mon, Paul and Lynn Edelstein

The birth of your grandson and 
son to Susan and Donald Jacobs 
and Robby and Jessie Sachs from 
Shelton and Ellen Goldstein

Mason and Bashi’s engage-
ment to Eric and Lori Sklut from 
Leonard and Karen Fox
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO

Leon Golynsky from Jill Blu-
menthal

Brett Goodman from Seth 
Goodman

Marty Husney from Alan and 
Madeline Aron

Ellie Loewensteiner from Ja-
son and Karen Spiegler

Joshua Loewensteiner from 
Aaron and Liza Alexander, Jill 
Blumenthal, David Cohen, Gene 
Cook, Rebecca Dranove, Leon 
and Jennifer Golynsky, Josh and 
Jodi Greenwald, Andrew and Jen 
Rosen, Adam and Sari Rosen-
berger, Stuart and Teresa Singer, 
Jason and Karen Spiegler
IN APPRECIATION OF

Andrew Kapustin from Phillip 
and Marci Goldberg
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO 

Robert and Joyce Stoll from 
Rebecca Usadi
WISHING A FULL AND 
SPEEDY RECOVERY TO

Michael Van Glish from Paul 
and Lynn Edelstein, Leon and 
Jennifer Golynsky, Stuart and 
Carolyn Hennes Y

Donations to Jewish Family Services in February 2019

Order Your
Wine in Time
for Passover!

Vintner Wine Market has an 
extensive selection of kosher
for Passover wines from
around the world.

Temple Israel USY Chapter
(Continued from page 17)

Month of February 2019
Volunteers: Rick Abrams, 

Madeline Aron, Linda Babich, 
Ana Bonheim, Bill Brightman, 
James Bryan, Suzy Catenazzo, 
Dan Coblenz, Andrea Cronson, 
Sheryl Effren  Maggie Fogel, 
Mel Frank, Rob Friedman,  Neil 
Golub, Jennifer Golynsky, Gail 
Halverson, Bob Jacobson, Brooks 
Jaffa, Micah Knight, Stephanie 
Kreitman, Wendy Kweskin, Mar-
cia Lampert, Eric Lerner, Gary 
Lerner, Adam Levy, Kim Levy,  
Matt Luftglass, Harriet Meetz, 
Frada Mozenter, Harry Ruben-
stein, Linda Safir, Fred Shpor-
er,  Janie Shubin, Louis Sinkoe, 
Mason Sklut, Harry Sparks, Liz 
Wahls, Amalia Warshenbrot, Jan 
Weiner 

Comedy Night Committee 

Volunteers: Suzy Catenazzo, 
Andrea Cronson, Maggie Fogel, 
Jodi Greenwald, Kevin Levine, 
Adam Levy, Adina Loewenstein-
er, Staci Mond, Debbie Porter, 
Fred Shporer, Alan Sussman, 
Amy Udoff, Anna Valdman, Liz 
Wahls, Becca Weiner, Sherri 
Zimmermann

Meal Prep by Circle of Gen-
erous Hearts: Barbara Abrams 
,Phyllis Berlin, Ilene Cantor, 
Sharon Cavanaugh, Gladys Cher-
ney, Denise and Bob Cooper, 
Sara Friedman, Donna and Burt 
Greenspon, June Hirschmann, 
Johnson and Wales, Fran Kaplan, 
Judy Kaufmann, Penny Kreiger, 
Harriet Meetz, Helene Rivlin, 
Fran Schuler, Eileen Schwartz,  
Roz Snyder, Marcia Stern, Amy 
Strasser, Shayna Strasser, Robin 

Zimmerman
Food Pantry Donations: 

Madeline Aron, Hannah Kaunitz, 
Wendy Kweskin, Gleiberman’s, 
Maureen McMannus, Eric Stein, 
Full Scale Productions, Charlotte 
Jewish Preschool, Charlotte Jew-
ish Day School, Jewish Commu-
nity Center Members, Hebrew 
High, PJ Library, Temple Israel 
and Temple Beth El Congregants, 
Shalom Park Community Gar-
dens

Food Drives: JCC Cub Scout 
Pack 163 (David Lintz), Ellie Lo-
weinsteiner in honor of her 5th 
birthday

Mitzvah Basket Donation: 
Yami Siesel in honor of Jakes 
Siesel’s Bar Mitzvah Y

JFS Monthly Volunteers and Donors

LIT (Leader-in-Training). 
My newest and most exciting 

position is serving as the Presi-
dent of our newly formed Tem-
ple Israel USY chapter (United 
Synagogue Youth). As a mem-
ber of the United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism (USCJ), 
Temple Israel is giving Charlotte 
Jewish youth access to Jewish 
activities with peers from across 
our Southeastern region and all 
over the country. Along with our 
new Youth Director, Alan Johna-
than, and our Board, including 
Madison Harr (Communications 
VP), Anna Warshaw (Social Ac-
tion/Tikkun Olam VP), Hannah 
Sidranski (Membership VP), and 
Mikayla Prushik (Religious Edu-
cation VP), we are building our 
chapter and really enjoying it. We 
recently had the opportunity to 
re-name our chapter and decided 
on Ir Ha-Malka, The Queen City. 

We are a part of the HaNegev 
Region of USY which includes 
Florida, Georgia, Alabama, Mis-
sissippi, Tennessee, Southern 
North Carolina, South Caroli-
na, Arkansas, Barbados, Puerto 
Rico, and Cuba. We are looking 
forward to attending conventions 
throughout the region. We also 
now have access to exciting sum-
mer travel programs including 
cross country, to Israel and more.

Our chapter recently repre-
sented Charlotte at the NC Teen 
Shabbaton in Durham. This was 
such a great experience. Over 
the weekend, we participated in 

pluralistic activities with teens 
from NFTY, USY, and BBYO. 
We celebrated Shabbat togeth-
er with Friday night dinner and 
participated in different choices 
of Shabbat services. We spent 
Shabbat engaging in various Jew-
ish programming, including a 
discussion on “Judaism Today,” 
where we talked about what our 
Jewish priorities were. We end-
ed Shabbat with Havdalah and 
ice skating. Pictured below are 
some members from our chapter 
with friends we have made from 
across NC. 

The Temple Israel youth 
groups include Mahar, for the 
3rd-5th graders, Kadima, for the 

6th-7th graders, and Ir Ha-Malka 
USY, for the 8th-12th graders. 
Temple membership is not re-
quired for participation. We wel-
come all Jewish kids and teens. 
Some of the events that we have 
had locally include a Secret Ha-
nukkah Harry night and a Mall 
Scavenger Hunt. On April 14, we 
are having a Chocolate Seder. All 
Jewish teens are welcome. Please 
register for this event at templeis-
raelnc.org.

Follow us on Instagram!-@ir-
hamalka_usy

Check out our website!- https://
irhamalkausy.weebly.com/

If you are interested in USY 
or have any questions, contact 
me (elianajharr@gmail.com) or 
Alan Johnathan (ajohnathan@
templeisraelnc.org). Y

Pearl Society
(Continued from page 3)

Liz Ren and family

opportunity for women to be rec-
ognized as philanthropic donors 
in the Jewish community. Spend-
ing time with like-minded women 
who donate their time and money 
to the worthy mis-
sion of education 
and community 
building makes 
the experience fun 
and rewarding. 
I am especially 
excited about our 
upcoming event 
on April 11,” Liz 
continues, “as the 
world increasing-
ly expects gen-

der balance, this is an incredible 
opportunity to define ourselves 
as leaders in the community and 
take the time to enjoy each other 
and pie.” Y
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community news
By Mitch Rifkin

The North Carolina Council 
on the Holocaust is the only or-
ganization mandated by the state 
to educate North Carolinians, 
primarily public school students 
and teachers, on the history and 
lessons from the Holocaust.

Recently I asked a survivor 
what the Council could do for her 
– and she responded, “Teach the 
children.” She said she wanted 
children to be educated on what 
happened during the Holocaust 
along with the more general con-
cepts of genocide, anti-Semitism, 
stereotypes, and propaganda.

This is a challenging endeavor 
for educators as there are fewer 
survivors to share their stories. 
So who will be there to make 
sure that the educating of children 
happens? Who will make sure 
that the survivors’ stories are not 
forgotten? Who will be there to 
debate the deniers? 

In North Carolina, public 
school teachers across the state 
have had the North Carolina 
Council on the Holocaust avail-
able to them since 1981. The 
Council is a state agency within 
the North Carolina Department of 
Public Instruction composed of 
24 volunteer members appointed 
by the General Assembly and the 
Governor.  

As an active member of the 
Council, I wish we could have 
done a better job in keeping all 

informed of the accomplishments 
of the Council. We do not have 
a physical presence at Shalom 
Park and our members are lo-
cated throughout the state so our 
involvement is statewide. We do 
participate with the Jewish Fed-
eration of Greater Charlotte, the 
Butterfly program, the Temples, 
and the Greenspon Center for So-
cial Justice.

What do we do? The Holocaust 
Council is a specialized resource 
for public school teachers to as-
sist them how to teach the Holo-
caust to their students. Approxi-
mately nine teacher workshops 
every year are offered across the 
state that includes researched in-
formation and best practices in 
the teaching of the Holocaust and 
the related concepts of tolerance 
and democracy. These workshops 
are free to teachers with substi-
tute teacher pay included and are 
held not only in the most popu-
lated areas, but also in the most 
rural counties in our state. Recent 
workshops have been provided to 
teachers in places such as Yanc-
ey, Transylvania, and Haywood 
counties; the next workshop is 
scheduled in McDowell County. 

The Holocaust Council pro-
vides a teacher resource guide 
that includes the stories of Holo-
caust survivors who have lived or 
who are currently living in North 
Carolina, a website with help-
ful information and resources, a 

speakers bureau of survivors and 
children of survivors, traveling 
exhibits, plays, lending libraries, 
classroom materials, and a state 
commemorative program held 
every year in Raleigh. Teachers 
also can attend a four-day, three-
night bus trip to the Holocaust 
Museum in Washington, DC, 
with workshops included, during 
the summer at no cost to them.  

The result of this work has cre-
ated a network of teachers across 
the state who are now advocates 
for doing exactly what had been 
asked – “Teach the Children.”             

This year will be the third bus 
trip sponsored by the North Car-
olina Holocaust Foundation in 
partnership with the Charlotte 
Jewish Federation, the Green-
spoon Center, and our benefactor, 
Stan Greenspon.

The North Carolina Council on 
the Holocaust is also the state’s 
first responder to Antisemitic and 
hate crimes occurring within the 
school systems of North Caroli-
na. In the months of November 
and December alone the Council 
responded to nine such incidents.    

The Holocaust Council is 
funded by the State of North Car-
olina annually, but only receives 
$31,000 a year. It is obvious that 
this is far from being enough to 
support the nine workshops and 
the other programs and services 
the Council provides. 

The Holocaust Foundation 

supports the Holocaust Council 
by providing additional funds to 
support programs. The Holocaust 
Foundation receives donations 
through contributions from the 
Jewish Federations, private foun-
dations, and donors. The dona-
tions come primarily from Jew-
ish organizations and individuals 
around the state.  

So what can you do? You can 
become a “friend” of the Coun-
cil, attend meetings, learn more 
of the programs that are planned, 

become a donor to the North 
Carolina Holocaust Foundation, 
and advocate to organizations of 
which you are a member to also 
give. Any contribution will be 
very appreciated.

Please support our efforts 
through the Foundation, a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization. The 
mailing address is N.C. Holo-
caust Foundation, 5704 Crooked 
Stick Trail, Raleigh, NC 27612. 

Teach Your Children

(Continued on page 28)

CJP is a partnership of Temple Beth El, Temple Israel & Levine JCC

and teens. The gift, one of the 
largest single commitments to 
a youth-serving organization in 
modern history, will provide im-
mediate resources for BBYO to 
launch and expand new programs 
and provide endowment funding 
that will support such activities in 
perpetuity.

With a nearly 300% surge in 
attendance since 2013, IC contin-
ues to demonstrate the increased 
demand by teens for high-quali-
ty Jewish experiences with their 
peers. This year’s convention 
theme, “Our Turn,” speaks to 
today’s vital need and incredible 
opportunity for young people to 
be significant forces of change 
as they lead in their communities 
and society.

IC 2019 offered a range of pro-
gramming throughout the week-
end that focused on empowering 
teens to collaborate to bring new 
ideas to fruition, including over 
50 direct service projects and 
leadership labs at sites through-
out the Denver area. The con-
ference showcased the diversity 
of the BBYO community, with 
240 international delegates from 
40 countries attending the iconic 
event. For the first time, delegates 
from Costa Rica, the 50th coun-
try to join BBYO’s global move-
ment, attended the conference, 
enhancing BBYO’s celebration 
of global Jewish culture in a way 
that only BBYO is poised to do. 

For more information or ques-
tions about BBYO email or call 
Lauren Revenson at lrevenson@
bbyo.org or 704-944-6734.Y

BBYO
(Continued from page 19)
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THE   ROSE   ROOM  - Women   Of  Temple   Israel    GIFT  SHOP
GIFT SHOP HOURS 
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Tuesday – Thursday:  10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Friday - 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Special appointments outside normal business hours are 
available. Please contact Tess Berger (704) 488-3842 
or Cindy Jennes (704) 443-7643. 

Stop by and see our expanded 
product selection (including 

Passover items) and let us help you 
find that perfect gift for simchas, 

holidays & more! 
Proceeds support Temple Israel,  

the Women of Temple Israel,  
Temple Israel Youth Programs,  
and Social Action Initiatives. 

אין כמו בבית
Ayn k’mo babayit – there’s no place like home.

The Hebrew word for home, bayit, transcends the brick and mortar  
structure, as it also describes a state of mind. Temple Israel is not only  
a gathering place, but it is a place to engage with Judaism and to  

transform your life through Torah, worship and acts of loving kindness. 

Our egalitarian kehillah kedosha was founded in 1895 by visionaries  
and is continued today by visionary lay leaders, clergy, and  

professional staff who want to help you find a sacred and safe  
place to connect to each other and to Judaism. Won’t you join  

us on this journey? Temple Israel….our house, your home.

Save The Date:
Rabbi Murray Ezring  

Celebrating 25 Years of  
Service and Leadership

May 31 – June 1
Details coming soon…

TORAH  TOTS 
SHABBAT SERVICE & ONEG
Friday, April 12 (5:45 p.m.)
Come welcome in Shabbat with Rabbi Kornsgold and Miss 
Nancy with songs, prayers and movement!

PASSOVER FREEDOM TRAIN
Sunday, April 28 (10-11:30 a.m.)
Come celebrate Passover (and our 

freedom) with Torah Tots! The morning will include fun 
rides on the trackless “Freedom Train,” special holiday  
art projects, and a delicious “Kid”-dush snack.  
Cost: $10/family. Register at templeisraelnc.org

YOUTH
KADIMA BONIM / USY GESHER OUTDOOR 
LASER TAG
(6th-12th Grades)
Sunday, April 28 (12:30-3 p.m.)
Get ready for an epic laser tag battle! Come 
join Kadima Bonim and USY Gesher for an 
afternoon of OUTDOOR laser tag. Pizza lunch 
will be provided. Cost: $18/TI-Y Members; $25/
Non-Members. RSVP on the calendar event at 
templeisraelnc.org, by April 24.

YOUNG  PROFESSIONALS
SPRING PARK DAY
Sunday, April 28 (12:30 p.m.)
Location: Latta Park
Join Torah on Tap for a cookout in the park.  
We will be proving hot dogs and veggie burgers. 
Bring your own sports equipment. NO COST, but 
please RSVP at templeisraelnc.org to guarantee  
we have plenty of food!

EMPTY  NESTERS
EMPTY NESTERS: A CONVERSATION WITH THE CANTOR
Wednesday, April 17 (7 p.m.)
Location: Boardroom
Join the Empty Nesters at Temple Israel for an in-depth conversation with  
Cantor Shira Lissek. We will begin at 7 p.m., attend Minyan together at  
7:30 p.m., then continue our conversation directly after.

SOCIAL  ACTION
LUNCH FOR THE MEN’S SHELTER OF CHARLOTTE
Sunday, April 14 (10 a.m.-1 p.m.)
Please join us as we prepare and serve lunch for over 100 guests of the Men’s 
Shelter at 1210 North Tryon. We will be cooking and serving a healthy meal and 
providing necessities. To volunteer for/donate to this meaningful event, please 
contact: Jonathan Berger at jbergertisa@gmail.com or 704-995-1732.

PASSOVER SERVICE SCHEDULE 2019/5779  
THURSDAY, APRIL 18
Search for Hametz  
(at home) 

 FRIDAY, APRIL 19 
Fast of the First Born 
Siyyum Bekhorim (study 
session), followed by 
breakfast, 7:30 a.m.
(Office Closes, 1 p.m.) 
Candle Lighting, 7:41 p.m. 
No Evening Service  
First Seder 

SATURDAY, APRIL 20  
1st Day Pesach 
Shabbat/Pesach Morning 
Service, 9:30 a.m. 
Pesach Evening Service, 
5:30 p.m. 
Temple Israel 2nd Night 
Community Seder, 6 p.m. 
(by reservation only)
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 21
2nd Day Pesach 
Pesach Morning Service 
9:30 a.m. 
Minyan, 5:30 p.m. 

MONDAY, APRIL 22 
Hol Ha’Mo-ed Pesach 
Minyan, 7:30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 23 
Hol Ha’Mo-ed Pesach 
Minyan, 7:30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24 
Hol Ha’Mo-ed Pesach 
Minyan, 7:30 p.m. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 25 
Hol Ha’Mo-ed Pesach 
Minyan, 7:30 a.m. 
Pesach Evening Service, 
7:30 p.m. 

 

FRIDAY, APRIL 26 
7th Day Pesach 
(Office closed) 
Pesach Morning Service, 
9:30 a.m. 
Shabbat/Pesach Evening 
Service, 6:15 p.m. 
Candle Lighting, 7:31 p.m. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 27 
8th Day Pesach 
Shabbat/Pesach Morning 
Service (Yizkor), 9:30 a.m. 
Minyan, 5:30 p.m. 
Passover ends/Havdalah, 
8:47 p.m. 

*All Candle Lighting Times 
are based on GPS location 
for Temple Israel.

Community  
Seder
2nd Night

LED BY CANTOR SHIRA LISSEK

Saturday, April 20 (6 p.m.)
LEON & SANDRA LEVINE SOCIAL HALL

Please join us this Passover for our annual 2nd Night  
Community Seder, led by Cantor Lissek. The Seder will be  

musical, engaging and fun for the entire family! Dinner  
(a 5-Course Meal, with wine) will be catered by Izzy’s Catering.  

Cost: $36/adult; $18/child (3-12 years old); Free/age 2  
and under. Space is limited. Register at templeisraelnc.org.
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Registration Going On Now!
SPRING PROGRAMS  •  SUMMER CAMPS

ALL AGES

ONLINE: charlottejcc.org
CALL: 704-366-5007

VISIT: LJCC Customer Service Desk
How To Register

Since 2014, Charlotte has been 
home to a Moishe House. For 
more than five years, somewhere 
in Charlotte’s city limits, a group 
of three to five Jewish 20-some-
things, called ‘“residents,” lived 
together and, in exchange for a 
modest rent subsidy, program-
ming budget, and support from 
Moishe House staff, created one 
to two programs a week for their 
Jewish peers across the Queen 
City. 

So last year, when one group 
of Moishe House Charlotte res-
idents was moving on and there 
wasn’t another group of young 
leaders who were just right for 
this unique task of building and 
leading community, Moishe 
House decided to take a new 
approach and move forward 
with just two residents - Ari 
Rubin and Debra Lipson.

“It’s been extremely re-
warding to see how many 
friends we’ve made and real-
ly good connections and re-
lationships we’ve fostered,” 
Lipson said of their time as 
residents. “We were able to 
engage so many people that 
it was really fantastic and 
something that exceeded our 
expectations.”

Since opening, Lipson and 
Rubin have created 37 programs 
with more than 250 unique young 
adults participating. From themed 
Shabbat dinners to bagel-filled 
holiday break fasts to volun-

teering with organizations in the 
community to hosting meaningful 
discussions about current events, 
Moishe House Charlotte has con-
sistently created a home away 

from home for young Jewish pro-
fessionals, and their house in the 
Sedgefield neighborhood.

Beyond just leading excellent 
Moishe House programming, 
Rubin and Lipson, and their 

“Moishe cat roommates” Frank-
ie and Luna, said they’ve been 
proud to be members of the larger 
diverse and active Charlotte Jew-
ish community. Rubin said they 
thought there was something for 
everybody, regardless of their 
Jewish background.

“All of the different agencies 
[in Charlotte] cater to different in-
terests,” Lipson said. “I didn’t re-
alize the scope of all of the events 
and offerings in our community.”

And beyond just their impact 
as residents of a Moishe House 
in Charlotte, Lipson and Rubin 
are also leaving a lasting legacy 
on the organization as a whole. 
They’ve proven that a Moishe 
House led by just two people - 

instead of the typical three 
to five - can be impactful in 
their community. Based off 
their success, Moishe House 
has launched its next phase of 
growth around the world, pi-
loting a new approach called 
“Moishe Pods,” which are 
Moishe Houses led by two 
residents.

Moishe House, which hap-
pens to also house its East 
Coast Headquarters in Char-
lotte, currently has more than 
100 Moishe Houses in 25+ 

countries around the world, in ad-
dition to Moishe House Charlotte, 
and its newer counterpart, Moishe 
House Charlotte - NODA. But in 
many cities where there is po-
tential to open a Moishe House, 

there are obstacles. 
Sometimes, the size 
of the Jewish popu-
lation just isn’t large 
enough to sustain a 
house. Sometimes, 
there are challenges 
finding the right group of resi-
dents. And sometimes, a tight and 
increasingly expensive real estate 
market makes it difficult to find 
a house or apartment that can fit 
a full group of three to five res-
idents.

Lipson and Rubin proved, 
through their year as a two-person 
house, that two people are capable 
of creating and sustaining mean-
ingful Jewish community. Begin-
ning in 2019, Moishe House of-
ficially launched the Moishe Pod 
concept, and so far, four Moishe 
Pods have opened, with nearly a 
dozen more cities on the horizon 
to open a Pod within the year. 

“It’s exciting for sure,” said 
Rubin of their role as pioneers in 
a new aspect of Moishe House 
programming. “It’s cool to see 
what we did blowing up.”

And while Rubin and Lipson’s 
tenure as Moishe House residents 
will come to an end it April, they 
aren’t completely done with their 
role as leaders and community 
builders in Charlotte. They’re 
moving to a new apartment Up-
town and will now be Moishe 
House Without Walls hosts, and 
continue to create Jewish pro-
gramming on a smaller scale out 

of their home several times a year.
Moishe House is the global 

leader in peer-led Jewish young 
adult engagement. Every year, 
tens of thousands of young Jews 
experience innovative, engaging, 
exciting Jewish programming 
through Moishe House initiatives. 
Programming at Moishe House 
Charlotte is is made possible 
by generous local support from 
the Jewish Federation of Great-
er Charlotte, the Leon Levine 
Foundation, and many individual 
supporters, including the young 
adults participating. Charlotte is 
also home to one of three main 
offices for the organization’s 
global work. You can learn more 
at www.moishehouse.org. Y

Moishe House Charlotte Residents Leaving Legacy 
of Fun and Hospitality

Fourth of July celebration.

Pizza and parsha.

Debra Lipson and Ari Rubin.
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Spring is a season filled with 
things to do. Basketball playoffs, 
spring cleaning, gardening and 
yardwork, and school breaks fill 
our days and our calendars. At the 
Stan Greenspon Center for Peace 
and Social Justice at Queens Uni-
versity of Charlotte the story is 
the same. Our days are full of life 
and activity.

In March, we welcomed a team 
from Father Patrick Desbois’ 
Yahad-In-Unum to the Queens 
University campus for a two-day 
teacher workshop about The Ho-
locaust By Bullets. The educators 
spent 16 hours learning about 
the methodology of extermina-
tion used before the gas cham-
bers were built at the Nazi death 
camps. They wrestled with the 
difficult truths associated with the 
Einsatzgruppen (special SS and 
police units) as they exterminat-
ed tens of thousands of innocent 
Jewish men, women, and children 
literally face-to-face. Participants 
left the seminar deeply moved and 
ready to bring these difficult les-
sons to their students. Thanks to 
Novant Health and The Schwartz 

Family for their generous support 
of this event.

We also joined the Queens 
University Community for a 
showing of Raise the Roof, a 
documentary film that follows 
artists Rick and Laura Brown as 
they restore one of the greatest 
wooden synagogues of 18th cen-
tury Poland. Rick and Laura were 
on hand after the film to discuss 
the process of how a team of art-
ists, historians, architects, Jewish 
scholars, and others came togeth-
er to reconstruct this lost piece of 
history. 

In addition, we brought the Be-
coming One Human Family pro-
gram to two high schools and one 
middle school, provided 10 pre-
senters for the Rowan-Salisbury 
third annual WWII and Holocaust 
Symposium, and collaborated 
with the Charlotte Mecklenburg 
Public Library in teaching MAUS 
to incarcerated youth.

Looking ahead to April, things 
do not slow down one bit. 

The Becoming One Human 
Family Program is scheduled for 
five more schools. 

We have two incredible pro-
grams scheduled in partnership 
with Centropa, the Levine Jewish 
Community Center, and the Hanns 
Seidel Foundation of Washington 
and Munich. Through a Deutsch-
land Jahr 2019 
grant of the German 
Embassy in Wash-
ington, we will host 
two days of lecture 
and film. On April 
16, a session titled 
“Germany Today, 
Facing the Past and 
the Future of Mem-
ory” will take place 
at the Sam Lerner 
Center for Cultural 
Arts at the Levine 
JCC at Shalom 
Park. On April 17, 
we invite educators 
and the community to join us for 
“Teaching the Past in the Future, 
A View from Greensboro and 
Charlotte, Vienna and Munich” in 
Ketner Auditorium on the Queens 
University of Charlotte campus. 
Visit our website for more infor-
mation. 

We end our month with a 
one-of-a-kind event: A NC Pre-

mier of the film Close to Evil, 
followed by international author 
and speaker, Alexandra Senfft. 
Close to Evil traces the journey 
of one Holocaust survivor as he 
reaches out to the daughter of 

a Nazi who worked at the camp 
where many of his family mem-
bers were killed. Along the way, 
he meets Alexandra. Alexandra 
is the granddaughter of a Nazi. 
Hanns Elard Ludin was Alex-
andra’s maternal grandfather. 
Ludin joined the Nazi party and 
the SA-storm troopers in 1931 
and became the German envoy 

to Slovakia. He was found guilty 
of being directly involved in the 
deportation of some 70,000 Jews. 
He was hanged for war crimes 
in 1947 in Bratislava, Slovakia. 
Alexandra speaks about the last-

ing legacy of silence on 
the descendants of Nazi 
perpetrators as well as 
the need to seek for-
giveness and reconcil-
iation. For more infor-
mation and to register, 
please visit our website: 
StanGreensponCenter.
org.

This event is made 
possible by the gener-
osity of our sponsors:

John and Gail Bar-
on, Larry and Stacy 
Brown, Stu and Lynne 
Cojac, Jeff and Dana 

Ditesheim, Howard and Merridith 
Glazer, Eric and Judy Laxer, Ed 
and Debora Pizer, and Gennaro 
Vitale and Susan Schall of World 
Night Club. 

We are expecting a large turn-
out for this event, so please RSVP 
to Talli Dippold, dippoldt@
queens.edu.Y

Spring into Learning

Alexandra Senfft

“Curiosity has its 
own reason for 
existing. One 

cannot help but 
be in awe when he 
contemplates the 

mysteries of 
eternity, of life, 

of the marvelous 
structure of 
reality. It is 

enough if one 
tries merely to 
comprehend a 

little of this 
mystery every 

day. Never lose a 
holy curiosity.” 

–Albert Einstein

A tuition-free school of choice for 
families looking for an academically 

challenging, globally-minded 
environment that focuses on building 

21st century skills, emphasizing 
research, critical thinking and problem 
solving abilities across all disciplines in 

a hands-on setting

“Best decision we 
ever made! Tha 
curriculum to the 

teacher and all the 
extras make the 

school top notch.”  
- UDS Parent

Tired of redistricting and overcrowding at your public school?  
Looking for a challenging curriculum and tight-knit community  

your family can grow with?

Welcome to Union Day School
•  K-8 Charter School, adding one grade annually (K-6 in 2019-20)

•  Hands-on learning through an Inquiry and Project-based Approach
•  Rigorous Curriculum: Singapore Math©, Handwriting Without Tears©, AIG program,

Unique “School in the Woods” outdoor learning, Before and After  
Care and Enrichment Programs, and much more!

•  International Baccalaureate (IB) curriculum in grades 6-8

2019-2020 Application opens
January 1st

3000 Tilley Morris Rd, Weddington NC, 28104
uniondayschool.com | 704-256-1495

Signup Now for Weekly Tour and  
Information Session¸

You may also contact me at 704-
607-3936 if you have questions 
or want to get involved.  

Let us all do our part so that 
the hope of the survivors of the 
Holocaust can be realized. Help 
us honor the wishes of the Holo-
caust survivors by “Teaching the 
Children.”

Please visit the Council’s web 
site for more information; www.
ncpublicschools.org/holocaust- 
council.Y

Teach
(Continued from page 25)
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This Earth Day Shalom Green 
encourages you to start a new tra-
dition: make an Earth Day Reso-
lution. Like the time we spend at 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
searching our souls for ways to 
improve ourselves in the New 
Year, this Earth Day we chal-
lenge everyone to commit to one 
or two personal actions that can 
help realize Tikkun Olam, an ac-
tivity that improves the world.
Reduce:

* Plastic bags are among the 
12 items of debris most often 
found in coastal cleanups, ac-
cording to the nonprofit Center 
for Marine Conservation. Bring 
your own shopping bags to the 
grocery store. If you are like us, 
sometimes you forget to grab 
your reusable bags so keep some 
in the trunk of your car or hang 
them by your front door.

* Reduce food waste. Accord-
ing to the U.N. Food and Ag-
riculture Organization, 30% of 
food is wasted globally across the 
supply chain, contributing 8% of 
total global greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Consider composting food 
scraps in a home composter and 
try shopping for small amounts of 
produce twice a week to reduce 
spoilage.

* Cut down on your meat con-
sumption. Livestock rearing is a 
major source of greenhouse gas 
emissions. Cutting back goes a 
long way toward helping the en-
vironment, as does choosing meat 
and dairy products from organic, 
pasture-raised, grass-fed animals. 
Start with “meatless Monday,” 
and someday you may find your-
self eating “meat free most days.”
Vote with your dollars:

* Buy more organic foods. 
Purchasing organic food sup-
ports a healthier food economy 
and switching to an organic diet 
reduces exposure to pesticides. 
As a start, check out lists of con-
ventional produce that contain 
the most pesticide residues and 
replace those with organic. Food 
Safety Magazine refers to these 
as the Dirty Dozen.

* Be mindful about what you 
buy. Support companies who are 
certified B Corporations or certi-
fied Green Businesses. Look for 
ecolabels like Fair Trade, Forest 
Stewardship Council, and Energy 
Star.

* Send a regular donation to an 
environmental group whose sus-
tainability goals align with yours.

* Switch out chemical clean-
ers and sprays at home. Research 
alternatives to chemical clean-
ers and make your own using 
non-toxic substitutes like baking 
soda and vinegar whenever pos-

sible.
Enjoy nature and encourage 
natural habitats:

* Consider planting bee and 
butterfly friendly flowers this 
spring. Plant a tree near your 
house. Reduce irrigation needs at 
home by reducing turf grass area 
and planting trees and shrubs that 
are native or adaptive species for 
our region.

* Volunteer with Shalom 
Green. Join one of our action 
committees or attend one of our 

monthly garden work days.
Know the Issues and Advocate:

* Learn about environmental 
issues, study the research, and 
take a stance. In our part as ten-
ders and tillers of the world, roles 
assigned to humanity in the first 
chapters of Genesis, we cannot 
simply accept the destruction of 
our environment and its effect on 
human health.

* Vote with our planet’s future 
in mind. Steeped in a long tradi-
tion of environmental steward-

ship, Jewish sources offer insights 
for policy making on contempo-
rary issues. Judaism emphasizes 
our need to preserve our natural 
resources and generate new ones 
for future generations. 

Small changes can make a big 
difference. From all of us at Sha-
lom Green, let’s make every day 
Earth Day.

If you have an idea for an ar-
ticle, please email info@sha-
lomgreenCLT.org

If you are interested in learn-

ing more about Shalom Green, 
visit our website at www.sha-
lomgreenCLT.org. 

Like us on Facebook. Follow 
us on Twitter and Instagram @
ShalomGreen_CLT.Y

Bal Taschit and Beyond: Make an Earth Day Resolution

Legacy
Donors

The following individuals/families are in the Book of 
Life Society and have granted us permission to share 
with you that Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte 
has been included as a beneficiary of their legacy gift.

704.973.4544 • charlottejewishfoundation.org

To learn how you can create your own Jewish legacy, contact 
Phil Warshauer (704) 973-4544 or Nancy Kipnis (704) 973-4554.

A supporting organization of Foundation For The Carolinas

Anonymous* (8)
Ann and Bob Abel
Judy and Stan August
Amy Augustine
Jill and Craig Balick
Gail and John Baron
Sanford and Lois Benjamin
Brian and Glenda Bernhardt
Andrew and Elka Bernstein
Bobbi and Don Bernstein
Cary Berstein and Alan Kronovet
Nancy and Sam Bernstein
Martin Birnbaum
Barry and Lisa Blau
Jill Blumenthal
Lee and Alan Blumenthal
Philip Blumenthal
Michael and Lenora Borchardt
David and Bonnie Bornstein
Justin and Diana Warth Bregman
Tracy and Larry Brown
Suly and Richard Chenkin
Steven and Olivia Cohen
Wendy Williams Cohen (OBM)
Andrea and George Cronson
Arlene and Gary (OBM) Davis
Jill and Michael Dinerman
David and Aleen Epstein

Eric and Susan Lerner
Gary and Donna Lerner
Harry Lerner
Barbara and Jerry Levin
Ross C. Levin
Julie Lerner Levine
Leon and Sandra Levine
Ellis Levinson
Hal and Holly Levinson
Lisa Strause Levinson
Sam and Linda Levy
Laura and Marc Lewin
Sue and Michael Littauer
Rose (OBM) and Abe (OBM) Luski
Scott and Pamela Menaker
Laura Milgrim
Risa and David Miller
Edwin and Jill Newman
Richard J. Osborne
Marcelle and Allan Oxman
Brenda and Floyd Patten
Larry and Dale Polsky
Jason and Casey Pressberg
Steven and Melissa Raphael
Andrew and Jennifer Rosen
Anita Rounds
Marty and Elaine Schefflin
Mike (OBM) and Sara Schreibman

Barry and Mary Ellen Ezarsky
Stephanie and David Gitlin
Meg D. Goldstein and Matthew Luftglass
Milton and Arlene Goldstein
Jennifer Cohen Golynsky and Leon Golynsky
Barbara and David (OBM) Goodman
Michelle Goodman
Bill and Patty (OBM) Gorelick
Marcelle Gorelick
Todd and Stacy Miller Gorelick
Fay (OBM) and Dan (OBM) Green
Keith Greenspon
Stan Greenspon
Jodi and Josh Greenwald
Bonnie Hart
Stephanie Haynes
Joel K. Horwich
Christy and Andy Horwitz
Jonathan M. Howard
Donald L. and Susan Sachs Jacobs
Robert and Leola (OBM) Jacobson
Florence Kaufman Jaffa
Dana and Andrew Kapustin
Nancy and Robert Kipnis
Paula and Richard Klein
Lorrie and Barry Klemons and Family
Elise and Jaime Kosofsky
Alison and Mark Lerner

Larry Schwartz
Melvin Segal
Linda C. Seigel
Amy Jill Seitlin
Bobby and Stacey Selkin
Louis Sinkoe and Kevin Levine
Anne and Mike Sinsheimer
Lori and Eric Sklut
Ira and Stacey Slomka
Steve and Emily Snyder
Joseph and Renee Steiner
Stephanie Townsend
Jeffrey and Karen Turk
Amy and Ross Udoff
David and Debra Van Glish
Judie and Michael Van Glish
Liz Wahls
Mark Weintraub
Elizabeth Star Winer
Kim and Sue Worrel
Robert (OBM) and Anne Yudell
Marisa and Joe Zeibert
William and Angela Zimmern
Emily and Samuel Zimmern
Mildred Zuckerman
*Donors who wish to remain anonymous
OBM - Of Blessed Memory

For the first time ever, the Jew-
ish community of the greater Lake 
Norman region has its own news 
publication. Produced by the 
Jewish Council of Lake Norman, 
the Lake Norman Jewish News 
provides up-to-date information 
relevant to the local Jewish com-
munity. In addition to area Jewish 
news, this publication highlights 
the various events offered to the 

community, such as Jewish holi-
day gatherings, speaking events, 
performing arts engagements, 
and many others. 

In the last decade, the Lake 
Norman population has seen a 
significant growth with many 
Jewish families and individuals 
moving to the area. At the present 
time, the Lake Norman region is 
estimated to be home to 3,000 in-

dividuals, and growing.  
Sponsored by the Greater 

Charlotte Jewish Federation, the 
Jewish Council has been working 
with the two synagogues in Da-
vidson and Statesville, the GCJF, 
JCC, Hadassah Lake Norman, 
Hillel at Davidson College, ISJL, 
as well as other organizations, to 
provide programs and activities 
that would enhance Jewish life 

in the Lake region. The news-
letter helps in promoting these 
programs and reaching out to the 
Lake Norman Jewish population.

For more information about 
the Jewish Council of Lake Nor-
man, go to www.JewishCouncil-
ofLakeNorman.org. 

To subscribe to the Lake Nor-
man Jewish News or see the cur-
rent and past issues, click “Com-
munity Newsletter.”

The Jewish Council of Lake 
Norman welcomes inputs from 
the community.  Send email to 
Secretary@jclkn.org.Y

Jewish Council of Lake Norman Launches 
Its Community Monthly Newsletter
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Join our family
Give us a call (704) 364-8395   or visit jpskids.org

ב״ה

A Licensed Five-Star Preschool, NC Division of Child Development A project of Chabad of Charlotte

Deanna and Stephanie with their son Seth

What families say about JPS

To say that JPS is the second family we 
always dreamed Seth would have is 
simply an understatement. Seth's 
connection to his teacher is genuine and 
full of love.

Watching our son singing Shabbat 
songs and eating challah brings tears to 
my eyes, knowing that he will have the 
same experiences I had as a child.

My wife and I find ourselves at a loss 
when trying to articulate the peace we 
have knowing that our son is a student 
at JPS. We are eternally grateful for them.”

Deanna Haynes

“

By Lorrie Klemmons
It is the Hebrew month of Nis-

san and Passover is upon us. Pass-
over is our story of redemption 
and the Exodus from Egypt began 
our journey towards peoplehood. 
We weren’t a Jewish people until 
we received the 10 Command-
ments and Torah at Mount Sinai. 
It was at Sinai that we officially 
became the “Chosen People” 
when we agreed to accept the 613 
commandments in the Torah that 
God commanded of us. It was at 
that point that we learned about 
what it meant to be Jewish. What 
it meant to be Kosher. How we 
were supposed to observe the 
Sabbath. How we were supposed 
to take of each other and how to 
treat the stranger among us. It was 
at Sinai that we Jews received the 
message that we were to deliver 
to the world - to do good and to 
be righteous. This message is the 
premise of our Torah’s teachings.

Our journey towards people-
hood wasn’t an easy one. There 
were many trials and tribulations 
along the way. There was much 
bickering and much sinning. It 
took 40 years of wandering in 
the wilderness and the passage of 
an entire generation to become a 
righteous people worthy of en-
trance into the Promised Land. 
We have been struggling for that 
righteousness and fighting for 
that land ever since.

As we left Egypt, our future 
was unimaginable. We had no 
way of knowing what lay ahead 
of us. We had no way of know-

ing what we would encounter or 
whether we would survive, but 
the time was at hand and we had 
no choice but to place our faith in 
Moses and forge forward into the 
unknown.

Many of us today live our 
lives just like that. We have no 
idea what the future will bring. 
We just know that we must have 
faith in a bright tomorrow. And 
we forge forward towards a bet-
ter life … a better opportunity … 
a better future. That has become 
increasingly difficult to do in 
these days of world turmoil and 
unrest. The future is unpredict-
able, and sometimes even gloomy 
and scary. Yet, we forge forward, 
trying to make each day a day of 
significance and a day of hope.  
We place our faith in a God who 
at times seems to ignore our cries 
and our suffering. The human 
spirit, however, has the innate 
ability and unbelievable fortitude 
to soar higher and higher even in 
the most dire of circumstances. 
We rise to the occasion. We reach 
for the stars. We believe in the 
power of hard work and embrace 
a belief in something that is so 
much greater that we could ever 
be. We send out our message of 
goodness and righteousness to the 
world.

Over 650 Jewish families in 
the Charlotte area have added 
to their own personal righteous-
ness by becoming members of 
the Charlotte Hebrew Cemetery. 
You are invited to join the ranks 
of these righteous Jews who sup-

port the holy work of the Hebrew 
Cemetery Association, helping us 
maintain the holiness and sanctity 
of the only Jewish cemetery in the 
city. For more information about 
membership benefits, graves, pre-
paid funeral costs, endowments, 
and/or including the cemetery in 

your estate planning through a 
legacy gift, contact Cemetery Di-
rector, Sandra Goldman at 704-
944-6854 or director@hebrew-
cemetery.org. 

Visit our cemetery website 
at http:/www.hebrewcemetery.
org.Y

Hebrew Cemetery Association

Bowling off some steam for the ZABS crew.

ZABS After Hours Named in Memory of 
Mark Gale O.B.M.  

ZABS Talent Showing off their mini 
golfing skills.

Life is not just about what we 
do from 9-5 (or 10-6 in our case). 
There needs to be life after work 
and that’s why we’ve created 
ZABS After Hours, an opportu-
nity for our employees, trainees, 
and coaches to spend time enjoy-
ing fun activities together. These 
monthly events help strengthen 
social skills in a more casual en-
vironment and offer 
the opportunity for 
our ZABS Talent 
to meet and min-
gle with those who 
work different shifts 
or on different days. 

Events vary each 
month and include 
dinner and an ac-
tivity. So far we’ve 
enjoyed painting, a 
movie, playing fa-
vorite board games, 
cooking, arcades, 
and a bowling trip.  

Mark Gale, of blessed memo-
ry, was a great fan of this program 

and the social opportu-
nities ZABS Place was 
creating for individuals 
like his grandson Jona-
than, a ZABS employee. 
It is now our honor to 
dedicate the ZABS After 
Hours program in memo-
ry of Mark Gale O.B.M. 

ZABS Place is a thrift 

boutique that trains and employs 
young adults with special needs. 

Or as we like to say “Special Tal-
ents.” To learn more visit www.
ZABSPlace.org 

ZABS Place is a beneficiary of 
the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Charlotte. Y
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As our aging population con-
tinues to grow, so do the chal-
lenges associated with getting 
older. As people age, their day-
to-day life struggles often become 
exaggerated. Suddenly, things 
that weren’t a thought become a 
challenge. Physically it becomes 
painful to take out the trash, plant 
this year’s garden, or even walk 
up the steps. 

Before long things escalate. 
Health issues arise. Work be-
comes unmanageable. Adjust-
ments need to be made to live on 
a fixed income. Driving becomes 
dangerous. Friends, family, even 
spouses die.

Loneliness, anxiety and de-
pression sets in.

This is not an uncommon sce-
nario. In fact, one in five people 
over the age of 55 suffer from a 
mental health issue. And men 
over the age of 80 have the high-
est rate of suicide of any age 
group. And seniors have the high-
est rate of suicide attempts actual-
ly resulting in death.

According to Howard Olshan-
sky, Executive Director of Jewish 
Family Services, “We have seen a 
significant increase in the number 
of seniors struggling with men-
tal health issues.” However, ac-
cording to Olshansky “there are 
numerous barriers for seniors to 
access treatment. There are phys-
ical barriers like health and trans-
portation. There are also limited 

providers who can bill Medicare, 
the primary insurer for seniors 
and there is still stigma of getting 
help for a Mental Health issue. 
Older adults grew up in a culture 
where therapy was frowned upon. 
It was not seen as a disease that 
needed treatment and accessing 
help for depression or anxiety 
was just viewed as a weakness”. 

Stan Greenspon recognized 
the problem and wanted to help. 
“I know personally the struggle 
of dealing with a mental health 
issue,” acknowledged Stan. “And 
I see friends and peers in the com-
munity who are struggling with 
the similar issues and I just felt 
compelled to try and help in some 
way.”

Stan approached JFS to see 
how he could help. According to 
Nicole Levine, Program Manager 
for JFS, “Even if we could get our 
seniors to agree to therapy, we are 
currently limited in our capacity 
to provide the service. Because 
Medicare has such restrictions 
on who can provide therapy, 
only one of our licensed thera-
pists is able to bill for the service 
and that person already has a full 
caseload.”

This gave Stan an idea that 
has resulted in the Stan Green-
spon Program for Senior Mental 
Health and Wellness. Stan offered 
JFS a match challenge. He agreed 
to match up to $10,000 to fund 
support for therapy services for 

seniors. “This was huge for JFS,” 
stated Olshansky. “Through the 
generous support of Stan and the 
donors who supported this match 
challenge, JFS has not only been 
able to raise the funds that will 
allow JFS to utilize any of our 
therapists to treat our seniors and 
not have to worry about billing 
for their treatment but the match 
also raised awareness regarding 
the mental health needs of seniors 
in our community.” 

If you know a senior who is 
struggling with a mental health 
issue join Stan in his vision to en-
sure they get the help they need 
by contacting Jewish Family Ser-
vices at 704-364-6594.Y

Therapy Needs of Seniors Gets Support from Stan Greenspon

KIDS AGES 5-14

Help Out. Do Good. Feel Good.

=

REGISTRATION  
GOING ON NOW 

at www.ljcckidstri.org 

Benefiting Pediatric   
Rehabilitative  Services at:

“Tri” for a cause on June 2 at 2pm

8th Annual Levine JCC

In March, two area synagogues 
hosted The Ruach. On March 15, 
the band was at Temple Kol Ami 
in Fort Mill and then at Temple 
Emanuel in Gastonia on March 
22. The Ruach Shabbat Experi-
ence is always engaging, spiritu-
al, and fun. People can’t help but 
move to and be moved by The 
Ruach’s music and their unique, 
uplifting way of celebrating 
Shabbat. “I love The Ruach be-
cause the music moves my soul 
(and hips!). The energy provides 
a perfect beginning for Shabbat,” 
says Andrea Cronson who rarely 
misses The Ruach when they are 
playing in the Charlotte area.

Those who regularly join The 
Ruach Community for The Shab-
bat Experience know that the 
band usually includes a song or 
two that connects The Experi-
ence to a theme. The theme for 
March was pretty easy: Purim! 
There is a spirit of liveliness and 
fun on Purim that is unparalleled 
on the Jewish calendar. If there 
were ever a time to “let loose” 
and just be Jewish, this is it. So, 
at each of the March Experiences 
the band let loose by telling the 
story of Purim using the song, 
“You’re No Good” by Linda 
Ronstadt. Everyone joined in the 
chorus, “You’re no good, you’re 
no good, you’re no good, Haman, 
you’re no good!” By the end of 
the song groggers were spinning 
wildly each time Haman’s name 
was said. 

Mark your calendars for these 
upcoming Experiences:

April 26 – The Shabbat Expe-
rience at The Rabbit Hole, Pla-
za-Midwood, Charlotte

May 24 – The Shabbat Expe-
rience at Davie Park, Charlotte 
with BBQ from award-winning 
Chef Robert “Ernie” Adler

June 21 – The Shabbat Expe-
rience at Heist Brewery, NoDa, 
Charlotte

September 30 – The Rosh Ha-
shanah Experience, The Fillmore, 
Charlotte, NC

If you’d like to be added to The 
Ruach’s distribution list and stay 
informed about upcoming Expe-
riences, email the.ruach.band@
gmail.com. Also, to learn more 
about The Ruach, “like” the band 
on Facebook, and follow them on 
Instagram @the.ruach.new.jew-
ish.music and Twitter @TheRu-

achSpirit.
The Ruach is a 501(c)(3) 

non-profit organization whose 
mission is to spread the joy of Ju-
daism through new Jewish musi-

cal experiences that are meant to 
create and maintain personal con-
nections and, inspire and engage 
people to embrace the religion 
and all that it has to offer. The Ru-

ach is: Nancy Nagler Good, lead 
vocals and rhythm guitar; Peter 
Levinson, lead guitar and man-
ager; Dan Ruda, bass guitar and 
backing vocals; Franklin Kaunitz, 

violin and backing vocals; How-
ard Swartz, percussion; Rick Lip-
son, drums; and David Armbrust, 
percussion and backing vocals.Y

Temples Kol Ami and Emanuel Cast Their Lots and Host The Ruach 
Shabbat Experience in March
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May 5, 12 noon-3 PM at Temple 
Kol Tikvah, 605 South Street, 
Davidson, NC

The council is made up of 
Congregation Emanuel in States-
ville, Temple Kol Tikvah in Da-
vidson, the Lake Norman Chapter 
of Hadassah, and a few indepen-
dent board members, along with 
generous funding from the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Charlotte 
to bring Jewish cultural events to 
the area. 

The third annual Lake Norman 
Jewish Council Deli Fest is still 
about the food. Kosher-style, au-
thentic, traditional, delicious Jew-
ish deli favorites. It is going to be 
bigger and better than last year. 
Enjoy a New York kosher-style 
deli sandwich of corned beef or 

pastrami with coleslaw and pick-
le. Add a nice hot potato knish 
from Brooklyn. The Kosher Box 
offers a Hebrew National hot dog, 
soda, and chips, perfect for kids 
of all ages. 

10% off all preorders now 
through April 7. Simply preorder 
with payment then pick them up 
at the special VIP event day pre-
order station. New: Gift orders 
available.

You can either eat-in or take-
out your deli delights. 

But that is not all. A special 
appearance by Steven Lee Wein-
traub. The well-known teacher 
of traditional Yiddish dance at 
festivals around the world will 
perform a few solo favorites and 
then have the crowd join in for 

some lively comradery.
Just for kids – pickle, water-

melon, and hot dog eating con-
tests. Prizes and bragging rights. 
Children will be grouped by ages. 
Register by 1 PM.

Do you think your favorite ku-
gel recipe is prize worthy? Reg-
ister for the Huntington Learning 
Center Kugel competition on line 
by April 22 and bring your best 
dish ready to eat, on the day of the 
event, no later than 12:15 PM.

Visit the website and become a 
sponsor along with others. There 
are many ways to show your sup-
port to make a positive impact 
that strengthens the community 
through a deeper appreciation of 
the Jewish culture. For more in-
formation, preorders, and Kugel 

Competition registration, vis-
it: http://www.jewishcouncilo-
flakenorman.org,

Save the date and bring your 
family and friends for tons of fun 
and food.Y

Lake Norman Jewish Council to Hold the 3rd Annual Deli Day

Spring is in the air, people are 
beginning to venture outside and 
exciting things are on the BJH 
Foundation calendar including 
the 2019 BJH Foundation Sum-
mit, April 30 – May 1 at Temple 
Beth El.

Engage with current, past, and 
future grantees along with friends 
of BJH Foundation at the summit. 
This year’s program will empha-
size “Helping Your Organization 
Succeed in Providing Programs 
and Services for Jewish Adults in 
the Carolinas.”

Featured speakers include:
Rabbi Judith Schindler, Rab-

bi Emerita of Temple Beth El, 
currently, Associate Professor of 
Jewish Studies and Director of the 

Stan Greenspon Center for Peace 
and Social Justice at Queens Uni-
versity of Charlotte.

Michael Marcus, an expert 
on Jewish aging international-
ly. He led grant making in aging 
for the Harry and Jeanette Wein-
berg Foundation (the largest US 
funder in the aging field). Mi-
chael is principal of Consultants 
for Community Resources. 

Ron Manheimer, President of 
BJH Foundation. He is the found-
ing director of UNC Asheville’s 
NC Center for Creative Retire-
ment (now Osher Lifelong Learn-
ing Institute). He is editor of The 
Second Middle Age: Looking Dif-
ferently at Life After 50 and many 
other books and articles on aging 

and lifestyle choices. Ron is ex-
perienced in both grant writing 
and as a grant evaluator.

The 2019 BJH Foundation 
Summit is an opportunity for 
professionals working with the 
Jewish senior population to net-
work with leaders from North and 
South Carolina. Previously fund-
ed programs include Temple Beth 
El - S.P.I.C.E., Sandra and Leon 
Levine Jewish Community Cen-
ter – Oasis, Jewish Family Ser-
vices of Charlotte - Mental Health 
and Case Management programs, 
and a socialization program at 
Temple Kol Tikvah.

This summit is a special oppor-
tunity for many Jewish organiza-
tions a rare chance to sit down 

and talk with peers. They learn 
about different and innovative 
ways to enhance the lives of Jew-
ish Seniors in the Carolinas. 

Over the past twelve years 
BJH Foundation has awarded 
$2.4 million in grants for pro-
grams focused on the Jewish se-
nior population to a multitude of 
nonprofit organizations. Awards 
for the 2019 (thirteenth annual) 
grant cycle will be announced in 
July 2019.

BJH Foundation strives to help 

all Jewish seniors age gracefully 
by awarding grants for programs 
connecting Jewish seniors, some 
with varying degrees of mental 
and or physical health issues, to 
needed life improving services in 
North and South Carolina. For ad-
ditional information regarding the 
2019 BJH Foundation Summit or 
other matters, contact Wendee 
Cutler, wcutler@bjhfoundation.
org or 336-854-8400.Y

2019 BJH Foundation Summit

Passover

By Allen B. Saxe
The Passover Seder begins 

with, “Let all who are hungry en-
ter.”

Our home in Milwaukee was 
open to all the family. My Uncle 
Sol returned from WWII close to 
the time I was born. He returned 
with malaria and came to live 
with us.

Holidays were celebrated at 
our house. For the High Holy 
Days, the house was the meet-
ing place as well as the resting 
place between services. On holi-
days, the family would gather for 
wonderful meals. However, my 
mother, Jessie, had her rules. Our 
house was kosher so everything 
was prepared in our kitchen.

Pesach was especially festive. 
My mother had everything orga-
nized.

The dining room table was ex-
panded with all the leaves. Card 
tables were set up in the adjoining 
living room. Our Passover Seder 
was spectacular.

My mother’s brother Dave 
would arrive intermittently. He 
had a troubled marriage and for 
years he would show up to stay 
with us. I loved Uncle Dave. He 
looked like all his brothers except 
he had red hair. When he showed 
up I was always excited and he 
generously gave us our first AM-
FM radios, electric blankets, and 

plenty of chazarai.
My cousin Rhoda then came 

to live with us. She attended the 
University of Wisconsin-Milwau-
kee and needed a place to stay. 

Rhoda and I were always close, 
and having her come to stay with 
us gave me a big sister, a great 
family storyteller, and a link to 
the world of college.

My memories of our home in 
Milwaukee are reflected in my 
attitudes to home. Our home in 
Dilworth has always been a cen-
ter for Shabbat and holidays. We, 
too, have opened our house to 
family. Our niece Shelly came 
from Israel to study here and stay 
with us. For Pesach the house is 
full. Shabbat is regularly a time 
for family and friends.

For years, I wanted my moth-
er to live with us. Finally in 1993 
she agreed. 

I arranged for her move. We 
found her a wonderful apartment.

On the last day of her life, I 
was with her when the medics 
took her on out of the apartment 
to the hospital. She turned to me 
from the gurney and gave me her 
last instructions, “Allen, be sure 
the back window is closed and the 
doors are locked.”

In the late 1980s, a diverse 
group of Jews created Havurat 
Tikvah. Each year I remind those 
on Yom Kippur that the doors 
would remain open during Kol 
Nidre so that even late comers 
could enter. In 2008, I created 
the Dilworth Soup Kitchen which 
would be open to all and where 
the food would be as good as Jes-
sie’s.

As Passover begins, let us all  
announce that our doors  and 
hearts will remain open to all.Y

Allen B. Saxe is the founder of 
the Dilworth Soup Kitchen and a 
member of Havurat Tikvah.

House and Home

By Andrew Silow-Carroll
(JTA) - Every year at Pass-

over, many Jews enjoy inviting 
non-Jewish guests to the Seder, 
the big family meal during which 
they recount the tale of the Exo-
dus. Such invitations are extend-
ed in a tradition of interfaith co-
operation and the conviction that 
at least one person at the table 
should actually enjoy himself.

For non-Jews who might be in-
timidated by attending their first 
Seder, we offer the following tips 
on Seder customs and ways to 
avoid what Yiddish-speakers call 
a “tsimmes.”

Tip #1: Avoid the tsimmes. 
The word is Yiddish slang for a 
fracas, but is also the name of a 
casserole made of sweet potato, 
carrots, dried fruit, honey, and 
brown sugar. It has been known 
to induce diabetes between the 
soup course and the drive home.

Try to get a seat at the main 
table and not at the card table sur-
rounded by folding chairs. This is 
known as the “Children’s Table,” 
or if the children are all grown, 
the “Cynical Cousins’ Table.”

Do not refer to the holiday as 
“The Passover.” No Jew since Je-
sus has ever called it “The Pass-
over.”

The heart of the Seder is the 
communal reading of the Hagga-
dah, which tells the story of the 
Jews’ liberation from Egypt in 
the same way that your hairdress-
er tells you about her weekend 
at Cabo: She’ll eventually get to 
the point, but not without a few 
digressions.

You may be asked to read a 
passage from the Haggadah. Do 
not feel intimidated; there is no 
way you’ll do this any worse than 
the people sitting at the Cynical 
Cousins Table.

You’ll notice that the center-
piece of the Seder table is a plate 
containing the following foods: 
a charred piece of meat, a black-
ened hard-boiled egg, a wilted 
lettuce leaf, and a glob of what 
looks like industrial spackle. Do 
not eat any of these delicacies, no 
matter how tempting they appear.

Passover tells a specifically 
Jewish story, but its messages of 

Don’t Eat Off the Seder 
Plate, Plus Other Tips for 
Non-Jews Attending Their 
First Seder

(Continued on next page)

“Members of Israel’s Cabinet once suggested to Golda Meir, 
then Minister of Labor, that a curfew be imposed on women 
because of a growing number of assaults taking place on the 
streets. Mrs. Meir objected: “Men are attacking women, not 
the other way around. If there is going to be a curfew, let the 

men be locked up, not the women.” 
–Frances Klagsbrun, Voices of Wisdom
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By Andrew Silow-Carroll
(JTA) - The 30-day period be-

tween Purim and Passover is of-
ten fraught, especially for Jews 
- especially if, against all sound 
advice, they insist on hosting a 
Passover Seder. To ease the chal-
lenging process of planning and 
preparing the festive meal, we 
offer this handy Passover count-
down checklist:

30 days out (the day after 
Purim): Begin going over your 
invite list for the Seder. Parents, 
siblings, and their kids, check. 
Widowed Aunt Fay? Of course. 
But Cousin Eric? A nice guy, but 
how did he vote?

27 days out: Think about clear-
ing out cabinets to make way for 
Passover food.

24 days out: Continue think-
ing about clearing out cabinets to 
make way for Passover food.

23 days out: Throw out Pass-
over food still crowding the cab-
inet from last year: the bottle of 
off-brand ketchup still three-quar-
ters filled, one jar kosher le Pe-
sach duck sauce, one carton glu-
ten-free “panko” matzah crumbs, 
two boxes of Streit’s matzah you 
bought last year on the second-to-
last day of Passover worrying that 
you’d “run out.”

22 days out: Clear out last of 
cabinets to make room for Pass-
over food.

21 days out: Announce to fam-
ily that no more non-Passover 
food will be purchased between 
now and the holiday. Start plan-
ning pre-Passover meals based on 

the crap you have on hand: freez-
er-burned hamburger meat, bags 
of stale macaroni, whatever that 
thing is in the Tupperware.

20 days out: First Passover 
shopping trip: condiments, tea 
bags, tomato sauce, tuna fish, 
shelf liner, grape juice, off-brand 
ketchup, kosher le Pesach duck 
sauce, one carton gluten-free 
“panko” matzah crumbs, potato 
vodka. Total bill: $347.71.

18 days out: Begin planning 
menu: Search online for new 
Passover recipes. Brisket with 
horseradish gremolata? Skillet 
roast chicken with fennel, pars-
nips, and scallions? Braised lamb 
shanks with dates, tangerines, and 
baby onions? Check the number 
of steps and ingredients for each 
recipe, gasp, then agree to make 
the same three things you’ve been 
making for the past 19 years.

17 days out: Cousin Eric calls 
asking if he can bring a date — 
someone he met at a “political 
rally.” For a “very famous politi-
cian.” Uh-oh.

16 days out: Second Passover 
shopping trip: macaroons, Pass-
over cake mix, soda, jars of ge-
filte fish, paper plates and dispos-
able utensils, matzah meal, wine, 
almonds and walnuts, jarred 
horseradish, cottonseed oil, may-
onnaise, potato vodka. Total bill: 
$740.

5 minutes later: Return to 
grocery store for your free five 
pounds of matzah, per coupon. 
Reduce grocery bill by $20.97.

10 minutes later: Return again 

to grocery store to buy one pound 
of gluten-free shmurah matzah 
for Aunt Fay. Increase grocery 
bill by $67.26.

14 days out: Ask spouse to 
bring up kosher dishes, Seder 
plate, and Haggadahs from the 
basement.

13 days out: Ask spouse to 
please bring up kosher dishes, 
Seder plate, and Haggadahs from 
the basement.

12 days out: Ask spouse to 
please bring up kosher dishes, 
Seder plate, and Haggadahs from 
the basement - goddammit.

10 days out: Finalize guest 
list. Finalize menu. Longingly pe-
ruse ads in Jewish newspaper for 
weeklong Passover cruises.

7 days out: Last shopping be-
fore Passover: beef, chicken, fish, 

produce, milk, cheese, parsley, 
shank bone, eggs, chocolate-cov-
ered matzah, potato vodka. Total 
bill: You don’t wanna know.

5 days out: Clean and kasher 
sink, counters, stove, oven and 
refrigerator. Begin cooking Seder 
side dishes.

5 days out: Inform family that 
Passover rules already apply in 
kitchen: no bread, pasta, beer, or 
everyday tableware or cutlery. 
When they ask what they are sup-
posed to eat, reply “improvise.”

3 days out: Ask spouse to bring 
up table leaf from the basement. 
Begin vacuuming and cleansing 
all surfaces with the care normal-
ly given to sterilizing microbio-
logical laboratories. Longingly 
peruse ads in Travel + Leisure 
magazine showing non-Jewish 
couples on Caribbean vacations.

2 days out: Ask spouse to bring 
up table leaf from basement, god-
dammit. Set table.

1 day out: Cousin Eric calls. 
It’s off with his plus-one - he 
can’t date a “RINO” who thinks 
Rachel Maddow “sometimes 
makes some good points.” Panic.

Seder day: Welcome parents, 
siblings, their kids, Aunt Fay and 
Cousin Eric. Ask your young-
est to recite the Four Questions, 
which he does perfectly, which is 
less impressive than it might seem 
when you remember that he’s 23. 
Read Haggadah. Eat festive meal. 
Welcome Elijah. Ignore Cousin 
Eric.

1 day after: Vow never to do 
this again.

2 days after: Agree to do this 
again next year.Y

The Last Passover Countdown Checklist You Will Ever Need

“10 days out: 
Finalize guest 
list. Finalize 

menu. 
Longingly 
peruse ads 
in Jewish 

newspaper for 
weeklong 
Passover 
cruises.”

faith and liberation are universal. 
There is no reason for you as a 

gentile to feel judged or looked-
down upon. Unless you are Egyp-
tian, then hoo-boy.

One of the evening’s high-
lights is the singing of “The Four 
Questions.” In this ancient recita-
tion, the youngest guest inquires 
about the unusual customs per-
formed only during the Seder: for 
example, eating matzah, dipping 
our food and reclining on pillows. 
You’ll notice that no one ever an-
swers the questions. Welcome to 
my childhood.

About that matzah: To com-
memorate the haste in which they 
left Egypt, Passover requires that 
Jews only eat this cracker made 
from wheat that in its journey 
from field to supermarket has not 
been allowed to rise or acquire 
any discernible flavor. When 
“tasting” your first piece, remem-
ber to nod and smile and keep a 
full glass of water or other liquid 
nearby.

Do not compare matzah to a 
communion wafer, unless you 
actually enjoy long awkward si-
lences.

During the Seder, guests are 
each required to drink four cups 
of wine. This sounds like more 
fun than it is: The cups are par-
celed out over about eight hours 
and typically contain kosher 
wine.

Yes, there are good kosher 
wines. But at $40 a bottle, they 
are kept for special occasions.

You are right, Passover is a 
special occasion. I meant special 

occasions where there aren’t 18 
guests required to drink four cups 
of wine. What am I, a Rothschild?

Another highlight of the Sed-
er is the singing of “Dayenu,” a 
Hebrew word meaning, roughly, 
“We would have been satisfied” - 
leading many scholars to suspect 
it couldn’t have been written by 
a Jew.

After plowing through the 
Haggadah and eating various 
combinations of symbolic foods, 
it is now time for the festive meal. 
Congratulations! You made it. 
You’re almost home. (Unless, 
of course, your hosts are obser-
vant Jews, when the reading of 
the Haggadah will pick up again 
right after dessert. No, I’m not 
kidding.)

The festive meal will often be-
gin with a serving of something 
called “gefilte fish.” This is some-
times referred to as “carp pâté,” 
but only by people who have nev-
er seen or tasted pâté. 

When “tasting” your first 
piece, remember to nod and smile 
and keep a full glass of water or 
other liquid nearby.

In addition to gefilte fish, you 
can expect to encounter other 
unfamiliar foods at the table: 
charoset, cholent, chamin, keshk, 
machmar, gribenes, holishkes, 
bimuelos, kneidlach, mandelbrot, 
teiglach, and halek. Most of these 
taste a lot better than they sound. 

Except gefilte fish. Gefilte fish 
tastes exactly the way it sounds.

After dessert, the children 
will either hide or find a piece of 
matzah known as the “afikomen” 

and then engage in an aggressive 
bargaining session with their par-
ents over its return. One pink-
faced uncle may joke, “No won-
der we’re so good at business.” 
Do not laugh at this joke.

As the Seder moves toward 
its conclusion, someone will 
open the front door and invite the 
prophet Elijah to join the Sed-
er. Considering Elijah has been 
dead for 3,000 years and there 
are millions of Jewish households 
making the same request, you 
might find yourself thinking this 
is implausible. And I might find 
myself thinking, “Really? More 
implausible than Santa Claus or 
the Easter Bunny, wiseguy? Do 
you think you’re better than us?” 
Of course, I will have had at least 
three cups of wine at this point.

The Elijah ceremony also in-

cludes the recitation of a rather 
angry prayer that begins, “Pour 
out Your wrath upon the nations 
that do not recognize You.” It 
sounds pretty bad, but first you 
must consider what the late Jew-

ish historian Salo Baron once said 
about the impact of persecution 
on the collective Jewish self-con-
sciousness and - wait. I can’t do 
this. It’s pretty bad.

Can I get you another cup of 
wine?

At this late point, many Jewish 
families like to joyously sing a 
song called “Chad Gadya,” which 
is about a dead goat, a beaten dog, 
an injured cat, a slaughtered ox, 
and a visit by the Angel of Death. 
It is a children’s song. One pink-
faced uncle may joke, “No won-
der we’re so screwed up.” 

Do not laugh at this joke.

The Seder now concludes with 
everyone saying “Next year in 
Jerusalem!” to which your host-
ess may respond, “Next year at 
somebody else’s house!” You 
may now get up from the table 
and -- hey, come back! You for-
got your coat!Y

(Andrew Silow-Carroll is the 
editor in chief of JTA.) 

Tips for Non-Jews Attending Their First Seder
(Continued from previous page)

“The festival meal will 
often begin with a 

serving of something 
called ‘gefilte fish.’ 
This is sometimes 
referred to as ‘carp 
pate,’ but only by 
people who have 

never seen or tasted 
pate. ... When tasting 

your first piece, 
remember to nod and 
smile and keep a full 

glass of water or other 
liquid nearby.”
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By Cnaan Liphshiz 
Enschede, Netherlands (JTA) 

- For most matzah bakeries, Pass-
over is their lifeline and only 
claim to financial viability.

After the weeklong holiday, 
during which Jews are command-
ed to consume matzah to com-
memorate their ancestors’ hurried 
flight out of Egypt, demand for 
the famously tasteless cracker 
drops sharply.

Except, that is, in the Nether-
lands.

A centuries-old and proud 
Jewish community here has made 
matzah a household product that 
is sold in supermarkets and con-
sumed year-round by millions of 
non-Jews who swear by it as their 
breakfast bread of choice.

That’s one reason why Pieter 
Heijs, a co-owner of Hollandia 
Matzes in this eastern city, is 
probably the only matzah maker 
in the world who braces for loss-
es, not earnings, during Passover.

Almost all the profits of his 
matzah bakery - the only one in 
Holland - comes from sales to 
non-Jews of a product that lacks 
the “kosher for Passover” certifi-
cation. However, for four weeks 
ahead of Passover, Hollandia 
also produces kosher-for-Pass-
over matzah, which “costs more 
to make than what we get for it,” 
Heijs said.

The factory, which produces 
about 40 million matzah crack-
ers annually, also makes small 
amounts of shmurah matzah - a 
specialty variant that is even 
costlier because of its stringent 
adherence to the kosher rules. 
To prevent even the hint of leav-
ening, the wheat and flour never 
come into contact with moisture 
from the time of the harvesting 
until the dough is kneaded and the 
sheets are baked.

Still, Heijs remains committed 
to making matzah that is kosher 
for Passover.

“It’s a matter of tradition, and 
it means a great deal to me,” said 
Heijs, who is not Jewish. “Even 
if it comes at the expense of our 
profit margins, we will contin-
ue to produce Passover kosher 

matzah for as long as we can.”
The losses, however, are 

dwarfed by the boom in Hol-
landia’s sales during Easter, 
which often coincides with Pass-
over. On the Christian holiday, 
millions of Dutch buy and eat 
matzah as part of a nationwide 
tradition that testifies to centuries 
of Jewish influence on the general 
population.

A liberal nation that was home 
to one of Europe’s most illustri-
ous Jewish communities before 
its near annihilation by the Nazis 
and their collaborators during the 
Holocaust, the Netherlands has 
other examples of interfaith bor-
rowings (take the oliebol, a deep-
fried winter snack in Holland that 
many trace back to the Chanukah 
doughnut called sufganiyah).

Such carryovers were perhaps 
possible in the Netherlands partly 
because many Protestant Chris-
tians here emphasize the Hebrew 
Bible over the New Testament. 
But Heijs said “it’s because 
Dutch Jews were so integrated 
into the fabric of society.”

The matzah became a year-
round household food in recent 
decades as supermarkets replaced 
smaller grocery stores, accord-
ing to Jonah Freud. He published 
a book in 2012 about the Dutch 
Jewish cuisine based on her re-
search for the Jewish Historical 
Museum of Amsterdam.

“I think it may be connected 
to how matzah is perceived as 
healthy,” Freud said.Heijs con-
curs.

“Many of our clients want 
matzah because it’s such a pure 
product,” he said. “No additives, 
no preservatives, highly nutri-
tious. What more can you ask of a 
health food?”

In an overture to the health-
food crowd, one of the first 
moves by Heijs and his business 
partner, Udo Karsemeijer, who 
also is not Jewish, after they 
bought Hollandia in 2004 was to 
add an organic matzah product to 
the lineup. It includes matzahs in 
two sizes, a whole wheat variety, 
and one with spice herbs.

Hollandia now exports prod-

ucts to Scandinavia, Germany, 
and even France, where several 
matzah bakeries compete for a 
market with 500,000 Jews.

Heijs and Karsemeijer bought 
the Hollandia factory from a Jew-
ish family named Woudstra. The 
founding family built the facto-
ry in Enschede because it had a 
large Jewish community, and be-
cause of the arrival to the eastern 
Netherlands of thousands of Jews 
who fled the Nazis in nearby Ger-
many.

When the Nazis invaded in 
1940, the Woudstras went into 
hiding and the Nazis closed down 
Hollandia.

Before the invasion, the Neth-
erlands had several matzah bak-
eries, according to the Dutch 
Bakers’ Museum. Among the 
best known and oldest was the De 
Haan bakery in the picturesque 
fishing village of Marken, north 
of Amsterdam. It operated only 
ahead of Passover, and after the 
baking of the last matzah each 
year, De Haan employees would 
march to music through the vil-
lage dressed in white sheets and 
ceremoniously extinguish the ov-
ens.

One of the production line ma-
chines inside Hollandia, a state-
of-the-art factory with 18 employ-
ees who work year-round inside a 
three-story building, dates back 
to 1924. Inside the room where 
it now operates, the local Jewish 
community briefly ran a Jewish 
school for the children who were 
expelled from the general educa-
tion system under the Nazis.

The factory reopened after 
World War II, during which the 
Germans killed 75% of the pre-
war Dutch Jewish population of 
100,000. The community never 
replenished its numbers.

By then, however, matzahs 
had developed a non-Jewish fol-
lowing.

The eye-catching and in-
stantly recognizable packaging 
of Hollandia matzah boxes - an 
orange-colored octagonal card-
board box with a nifty camera-ap-
erture opening – was a marketing 
coup cooked up by the Woud-

stras, Heijs said.
The matzah became even bet-

ter known to the Dutch immedi-
ately after the war because the 
Hollandia factory received gener-
ous subsidies under the Marshall 
Plan for financial aid to rebuild 
war-torn Europe, according to 
Heijs.

He said the funding was meant 
also as a gesture acknowledging 
Jewish suffering during the Holo-
caust.

“But it was also a practical de-
cision: Matzah requires no eggs, 
no salt, no sugar – all commodi-
ties that were in very short supply 
immediately after the war,” Hei-
js said. Whatever the reason, he 
added, the reality was that Hol-
landia was “one of the first bak-
eries that were restored” after the 
war, thus entrenching its status as 
a household brand.

Heijs, 55, remembers enjoying 
Hollandia matzah as a boy ahead 
of and also directly after Easter.

“I understand that matzah is 
not considered a delicacy exact-
ly among Jews, who substitute 
bread for matzah for [eight days] 
each year,” he said. “But for us, 
who had it in addition to every-
thing else, it was a treat that went 
very well with chocolate and but-
ter.”

Karina Ahles-Frijters, who 
lives in Hilversum, near Amster-

dam, wrote in 2016 on her parent-
ing blog Trotsemoeders that her 
three children like to experiment 
with matzah toppings (her eldest 
prefers whole wheat matzah with 
butter and sugar-coated anise 
seeds, she wrote). One day a year, 
the Hollandia factory is open to 
anyone interested in making their 
own matzahs.

But not everyone is a fan of the 
matzah.

“Frankly I couldn’t tell you 
why so many Dutchmen like 
matzah - I don’t think it’s tasty 
at all,” said Roger van Oordt, the 
director of the Netherlands-based 
Christians for Israel group, which 
organizes matzah-baking activ-
ities in solidarity with Israel and 
the Jews. “If I have to think about 
eating nothing but matzah for two 
weeks, it makes being Christian 
look easy.”

Although he is not Jewish, 
Heijs regards matzah as much 
more than a commodity.

“After 14 years of making 
matzahs, of course I developed 
friendships and bonds with many 
Jewish people,” said Heijs, who 
on Passover eve this year will at-
tend his first seder dinner with his 
wife at the invitation of a Dutch 
Jewish community in northern 
Holland. “But matzah is part of 
the Dutch story regardless.”Y

How Matzah Became a Household Item for Non-Jews in the 
Netherlands

Pieter Heijs showing one of the products of his Hollandia Matzes factory in 
Enschede, the Netherlands, March 19, 2018. (Cnaan Liphshiz)

By Lisa Keys
(Kveller via JTA) – Yes, I’m 

Jewish. 
And I love it. 
But I also have some serious 

Easter candy envy.
I still remember one glorious 

Passover Seder as a kid, when as 
a prize for finding the afikomen, 
my grandfather gave my sister, 
my cousins, and me a Cadbury 
Creme Egg. 

In my childhood mind, this 
was infinitely cooler than the sil-
ver dollars he usually gave us.

The years (um, make that de-
cades …) ticked by. 

My love of candy continued 
unabated. 

Meanwhile, I grew up and 
started hosting Passover Seders 
of my own. 

Scarfing down Easter candy 
and having a Seder happened ev-

ery spring, without fail. 
But they happened 

independently of one 
another.

Enter the amazing 
internet phenomenon of 
the Peeps Skillet S’mo-
res, circa 2016. I some-
how found it online, 
and my sister — once a 
member of a Peeps fan 
club — had the brilliant 
idea to serve it for the 
Seder. 

Passover dessert has 
never been the same.

For the uninitiated, Peeps Skil-
let S’mores are pretty much ex-
actly what they sound like: They 
are the sticky, sweet goodness 
everyone loves about s’mores, 
but cooked and served in an in-
door-friendly skillet. 

And instead of boring old 

marshmallows, the melty mess 
of chocolate is topped with those 
pretty, pastel-colored Peeps.

I’ll pause to acknowledge here 
that, yes, Peeps aren’t kosher for 
Passover. (In fact, they’re not ko-
sher at all.) 

But for a not particularly ob-

servant family like 
mine — and one in 
which a majority of 
us have sweet teeth — 
serving the Peeps Skil-
let S’mores at our Pass-
over Seder has made 
at least some of our 
dreams come true.

(Fun fact: Peeps are 
made by Just Born, 
the makers of one of 
my all-time favorites, 
Hot Tamales, a fami-
ly-owned company in 
Pennsylvania with deep 

Jewish roots.)
Unlike complicated Passover 

desserts like flourless cakes, the 
Peeps Skillet S’mores couldn’t 
be easier to make: You basically 
heat some whipping cream and 
pour it in a skillet. Add chocolate 
and decorate with Peeps. Stick 

the whole pan in a hot oven and, 
within minutes, you’ve got your-
self some toasty spring sweet-
ness.

These Skillet S’mores are de-
signed for dipping: You’re sup-
posed to dip graham crackers into 
the skillet.But — c’mon, people! 
— it’s Passover. 

Serving graham crackers at a 
Seder would be insanely inappro-
priate. So instead we use matzah. 

The bland crunchiness of the 
bread of affliction is the perfect 
complement to the super-sweet, 
sticky, literal “hot mess” that is 
the Peeps Skillet S’mores.

Try it — you’ll like it. 
Chag sameach and Happy 

Peepster!Y
(Lisa Keys is the editor of 

Kveller.)

The Ultimate Passover Dessert is Made with Peeps 

Photo courtesy of Teresa Boardman, Flickr
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By Debra Nussbaum Cohen
New York (JTA) — I have 

roamed the Metropolitan Muse-
um of Art’s Egyptian wing many 
times, marveling at sarcophagi, 
statues of Horus and Ra, and por-
traits of young men on ancient 
panels who gaze back at visitors, 
looking shockingly familiar and 
contemporary. But on a Sunday 
just before Passover, I viewed the 
artifacts as I’d never before seen 
them: through the lens of the Ex-
odus story, which we retell each 
year through reading the Hagga-
dah.

Nachliel Selavan, a Jewish ed-
ucator and self-taught museum 
guide whose specialty is look-
ing at Jewish texts and history 
through ancient artifacts, guided 
a group of about 20 through the 
Egypt section, pausing at stat-
ues, carvings and the Book of the 
Dead scroll. Before setting off 
he distributed source sheets with 
canonical Jewish texts in Hebrew 
and English. For more than two 
hours Selavan connected items 
and ideas mentioned in the texts 
with the artifacts on view.

Selavan had us look at a pas-
sage from Deuteronomy in which 
Moses details what will befall the 
Israelites if they don’t live up to 
their end of the covenant with 
God.

We looked through cases at 
the Met displaying little replicas 
of Egyptian life discovered in 
the tombs of embalmed rulers, 
intended to accompany the de-
ceased on their journeys to the 
afterlife. 

In the Bible, the Israelites are 
told they will be flattened by in-
sufferable ailments and curses, 
and that the Lord will “will bring 
you back in boats to Egypt,” so 
undesirable they can’t even sell 
themselves back into slavery. Se-
lavan pointed inside one of the 
ancient dioramas to show what 

those boats would 
have looked like.

“The Jewish peo-
ple and Tanach do 
not exist in a vacu-
um,” Selavan, using 
a term meaning the 
Hebrew Bible, said 
after the tour. “Un-
derstanding the con-
text for the text is key 
to our identity. Arti-
facts help us realize 
that ‘oh wow, these 
were real people.’

“What was daily 
life like for regular 
Philistines or regu-
lar Israelites? What 
were they seeing as 
they traded and mingled with an-
other culture? When you see ma-
terial culture like this, it makes it 
real.”

Selavan brought us to several 
examples of reliefs carved with 
the names of the Egyptian rul-
er, or paro/pharaoh, noting how 
important names were to them. 
In Hebrew, he noted, the Book 
of Exodus is known as Shemot, 
or names, which begins with the 
names of the sons of the patriarch 

Jacob, who went with their 
own families down to Egypt with 
their father.

“It was very interesting to see 
actual artifacts, representations 
of words we see in the Torah,” 
said Lori Leifer, 37, a Yiddish 
singer and computer database 
programmer who describes her-
self as Conservadox. She heard 
about the tour through Chulent, 
a WhatsApp group for Jews who 
have left Orthodox communities. 
Everyone else on the tour ap-
peared to be Orthodox, including 
several haredim.

The Exodus tour is one of five 
Jewish tours Selavan offers at the 
Met through his company, To-
rah Intermedia. Another focuses 

on artifacts from the time of the 
Maccabee revolt and oriented 
toward Chanukah. More Pass-
over-themed tours are planned for 
the festival’s intermediate days.

“When you’re able to not just 
learn a text but see the stuff it’s 
talking about, the learning goes to 
a whole other level,” said Rabbi 
Ethan Tucker in an interview.

Tucker is the president and 
rosh yeshiva of Hadar, the egali-
tarian Torah learning center based 
in Manhattan. Last year Hadar 
brought its 45 summer fellows to 
the Met for a tour with Selavan. 

They were studying Avodah 
Zara, a Talmud tractate on idol 
worship, and saw examples of 
what the Talmud discusses.

“It was great to go around with 
someone with knowledge of Jew-
ish sources and material sources 
on display at the Met,” Tucker 
said. “I found it to be very enrich-
ing. One of the struggles of being 
in a culture so focused on text is 
you can forget texts are talking 
about things in the real world. For 
institutions centered on the beit 
midrash [study hall], to get out 
into a museum raises the quality 
and intensity of the experience.

Selavan is one 
of a handful of 
individuals and 
companies that of-
fer private Jewish 
tours at major art 
museums.

David Thomas, 
associate coordi-
nator of groups 
and visitor ser-
vices at the Met, 
said the museum 
does not share the 
number of tours 
led by outside 
guides like Sela-
van.

“I’m not aware 
of any other tour 

guides who offer Jewish-themed 
tours, but there may be some,” 
Thomas said. “Many synagogues, 
universities and other Jewish or-
ganizations also bring groups.”

Selavan grew up the son of a 
rabbi/tour guide/archaeologist 
in the Jewish Quarter of Jerusa-
lem’s Old City, and was educated 
at yeshivas. He discusses refer-
ences from Mishna comfortably 
with a Satmar Hasid on his tour 
but dresses more like a Brooklyn 
hipster. Asked how he identifies 
religiously, Selavan replied, “I’m 
on the Orthodox spectrum but not 
sure where I fit.”

Like the Met’s galleries, Se-
lavan’s journey took a winding 
route. After yeshiva Selavan, now 
34, began teaching the Brazilian 
martial art capoeira around Israel. 
At 25, he earned an undergradu-
ate degree at a Jerusalem teach-
ers’ college and in 2013 came to 
the United States to teach.

In his second year teaching 
Bible at the Netivot Montessori 
Yeshiva in East Brunswick, NJ, 
he took fourth-graders to see the 
Met’s exhibit “From Assyria to 
Iberia.” Another visitor, over-
hearing him, asked if he read Ar-

amaic and led him to the Tel Dan 
stele, a 2,800-year-old inscribed 
stone on loan from the Israel Mu-
seum. Reading what turned out 
to be paleo-Hebrew, Selavan was 
struck by the power of seeing the 
earliest known reference to “Beit 
David,” the seat of the Davidic 
dynasty, which is his hometown.

“Then people started asking 
me questions,” Selavan said.

At the start of the 2016-17 
school year, he started networking 
with other Orthodox yeshivas to 
lead tours and quickly expanded 
into leading adults. Last summer 
he took about 20 groups through 
the Met, he said, and now leads 
synagogue and Hillel groups as 
well. He gave a Jewish tour of 
Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts 
to members of an Orthodox syna-
gogue in suburban Newton, and is 
now planning to do the same with 
area day school groups.

Selavan lives in Crown 
Heights, the Brooklyn headquar-
ters of the Chabad-Lubavitch 
movement, and is finishing up 
a long-distance master’s degree 
program in Jewish education at 
the Hebrew University of Jerusa-
lem and enrolling in a Jewish his-
tory master’s program at Yeshiva 
University.

On the Passover tour, as the 
group approached the Temple of 
Dendur, the massive sandstone 
shrine set in a grand sunlit interior 
plaza, Selavan pointed out a repli-
ca crocodile in the surrounding 
moat. He noted that the Hebrew 
term “taneen,” found in Ezekiel 
and Exodus, is generally translat-
ed as “serpent,” but more likely 
meant crocodile, as they infested 
the Nile.

“My dream is to do things like 
this with museums around the 
world,” he later told JTA. “In 
Spain, London, France and so on. 
And to live in Jerusalem.”Y

A Tour Guide Uncovers Passover Secrets in the Met Museum’s 
Egyptian Wing

By Shannon Sarna
(The Nosher via JTA) - Break-

fast can be hard during Passover 
— no oatmeal, no toast, and 
certainly no pancakes. (No, the 
boxed kind do not count.) I like 
making eggs or matzah brei or 
even shakshuka. But I am always 
looking for something a little 
different to serve as a satisfying 
breakfast or portable lunch.

This veggie “kugel” crust is all 
those things: great for vegetarian 
lunch, it’s healthful, packed with 
tons of veggies, and it’s a super 
satisfying breakfast. I use spinach 
in the filling, but you could just as 
easily use kale, broccoli, squash, 
or any other quiche filling you 
like. Just make sure if you use a 
frozen vegetable to thaw com-
pletely and remove the excess 
water.

Make sure to grease your 
springform pans for easy baking. 
This recipe yields two 8” quich-
es — ideal for eating all week, or 
serving for guests.

Ingredients:
For the crust
1 lg. sweet potato
1 russet (Idaho) potato
1 med. zucchini
2 lg. eggs
1/2 c. matzah meal
1/2 t. salt

For the filling
6 lg. eggs, at room temperature
2 c. heavy cream or half and half
6 oz. (around 2 c.) frozen spinach, 
thawed and drained well
2 c. shredded cheddar or gruyere 
cheese plus extra
1/2 t. salt
1/4 t. pepper

Directions:
To make the crust, coarsely 

grate the potato, sweet potato, 
and zucchini using a hand grater 
or in a food processor. Add to lg. 
bowl and mix with eggs, matzah 
meal, salt, and pepper. Preheat 
oven to 400 F. Grease two 8” 
springform pans. Spoon veggie 
mixture into bottom of pans and 
gently push all along the bottom 
of the pan and up the sides a little 

to form crust.  Place in fridge for 
5-10 min. Bake crusts for 10-15 
min., till crust just starts to brown 
and crisp around the edges. While 
crust is baking, prepare filling by 
whisking eggs and heavy cream 
(or half and half) in a lg. bowl. 
Add spinach, cheese, salt, and 
pepper.  Pour half the mixture 
into one prepared crust, the other 
half into other crust. Top with a 
sprinkle of additional shredded 
cheese, a few dabs of butter, and 
thick sea salt if desired. Reduce 
oven temperature to 375 degrees 
and bake another 25-30 min., or 
till the middle of the quiche has 
puffed slightly. Allow to cool 
slightly. Serve warm or at room 
temperature. Can be prepared 1-2 
days ahead of time.Y

(Shannon Sarna is the editor of 
The Nosher.)

The Nosher food blog offers a 
dazzling array of new and classic 
Jewish recipes and food news, 
from Europe to Yemen, from 
challah to shakshuka and beyond. 
Check it out at www.TheNosher.
com.

Quiche With Veggie Crust Recipe for Passover

Selavan wants to give his tours combining Jewish text and ancient arti-
facts at museums around the world. (Debra Nussbaum Cohen)

“This veggie ‘kugel’ crust is all 
those things: great for vegetarian 
lunch, it’s healthful, packed with 
tons of veggies, and it’s a super 

satisfying breakfast.”



There are 

lots of 
ways 

 to eat matzah.

And lots of ways to be 
part of Federation. 

To make matzah taste better — you can try hundreds of things. To make someone’s life better — try Federation.

This year while you renew the meaning of Passover with friends and relatives at your own table — you can also make a 
difference in lives throughout our community. Just a small gift to the Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte can go a long 

way in making this Passover different and more meaningful for others in Charlotte, Israel and around the world. 

IT ALL STARTS WITH YOU.  YOU MAKE EVERYTHING WE DO POSSIBLE!

www.jewishcharlotte.org


