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Thursday, October 18 at 7 PM in 
The Sam Lerner Center for Cul-
tural Arts at Shalom Park  

2017 James Beard Foundation 
“Outstanding Chef” Michael Sol-
omonov and James Beard award 
winning restaurateur Steve Cook 
put Israeli food on the American 
culinary map. As they launch 
their brand-new cookbook, Israe-
li Soul, they’ll join us for a savory 
conversation about their path to 
success, how they choose to give 
back, and, of course, how they 
landed on the perfect hummus 
recipe. 

Enjoy wine and light hors 
d’oeuvres from their latest cook-
book, which will be available for 
sale that evening, while learning 
more about the impact of Wom-
en’s Philanthropy in Charlotte.  

Tickets are $36 and can be 
purchased online at www.jew-
ishcharlotte.org. To learn more 
please contact Tair Giudice, Di-
rector of Education and Engage-
ment, at tair.giudice@jewishchar-
lotte.org or 704-944-6759. Y

A Taste of Israel: A Special Event with Jewish Federation’s 
Women’s Philanthropy

Michael Solomonov and Steve 
Cook.

As the Levine JCC Butterfly 
Project reaches its 10th anniver-
sary milestone year, its achieve-
ments and goals for the future 
continue to soar higher. We will 
celebrate our success on Sun-
day, October 14 and will feature 
Charlotte Ballet choreographer 
Jeanene R. Perry’s ballet, “Good-
night Day,” which was inspired by 
our workshop. We hope that you 
will be able to join us, enjoy the 
performance, and hear Jeanene’s 
story of how her son’s profound 
reaction to the workshop he at-
tended through school motivated 
their family to learn more about 
the Holocaust and ultimately in-
spired Jeanene to choreograph 
the ballet - performed by dancers 
who subsequently participated 

in a Butterfly Project workshop 
themselves. Note that seating will 
be limited, so we strongly encour-
age you to register early for this 
free event.

During the 2017-18 school 
year, we celebrated the comple-
tion of the Margaret and Lou 
Schwartz Butterfly Garden Holo-
caust Memorial with an inspiring 
film event, initiated a multi-year 
effort to create a streaming, virtu-
al workshop offering for schools 
too far from Shalom Park to at-
tend a traditional on-site work-
shop, and continued to provide 
impactful educational workshops 
to almost 6,000 participants annu-
ally.  Over the past ten years, we 
have educated just under 35,000 
participants – 17% of the world-

wide project’s total.   
However, statistics only 

scratch the surface of our story. 
The Butterfly Project’s real suc-
cess is in the depth of the im-
portant lessons we provide and 
the heartfelt, insightful reflection 
cards that our participants write. 
Reflections such as from 14-year-
old Sasha, who wrote, “Through 
this trip, I have learned to open up 
more to acceptance, because even 
though I am different, I some-
times can discriminate. I will, 
from now on, never discriminate 
on another solely on who they are. 
This experience has changed me 
greatly. Thank you.” And, from 
13-year-old Josh, who wrote, “I 
think that even though we live in 
a world full of hate, evil, and vi-
olence, somewhere in the eye of 
this great hurricane, there is hope, 
joy, and love for everyone. The 
problem is getting there.  And the 
Butterfly Project is bringing us a 
step closer.”

The Levine JCC Butterfly Proj-
ect began in 2008 with a small 
group of dedicated and passionate 
volunteers who had learned about 
the worldwide project begun by 
the San Diego Jewish Academy. 
The project’s goal is to paint 1.5 
million ceramic butterflies world-
wide in memory of the 1.5 million 
children who were killed during 
the Holocaust. During the next 
few years, our volunteers took 
butterflies and some short lessons 
into Charlotte area classrooms 
and other community organiza-
tions. In May of 2011, the Mar-
garet and Lou Schwartz Butter-
fly Garden Holocaust Memorial, 
containing approximately 2,800 
ceramic butterflies, was dedicat-
ed on Yom HaShoah – Holocaust 
Remembrance Day.

In November of 2011, the 
greatly enhanced Levine JCC 

Butterfly Project Workshop was 
brought home to Shalom Park. 
Multiple days a week, busloads 
of students from public and pri-
vate schools in Mecklenburg and 
surrounding counties attend a 
two and one-half hour field trip. 
During that time, the students 
hear the experiences of Holocaust 
survivor Suly Chenkin or Irving 
Bienstock, participate in an inter-
active, multimedia exercise using 
the Anti-Defamation League’s 
Pyramid of Hate, paint a ceramic 
butterfly memorializing a specific 
child who perished in the Holo-
caust, and visit the Margaret and 
Lou Schwartz Butterfly Garden 
Holocaust Memorial. 

Our effectiveness has not gone 
unnoticed. Teachers have been 
re-enrolling their schools for the 
coming year at an unprecedented 
rate, and we have received ex-

tremely positive teacher 
feedback and touching 
student reflections. The 
Butterfly Project has also 
been fortunate to receive 
grants from the Jewish 
Federation of Greater 
Charlotte and the United 
Way of Central Caroli-
nas.  

The Levine JCC But-
terfly Project is so very 
grateful to all who make 

this effort possible. These include 
the teachers who bring their stu-
dents to us, our approximately 50 
active, dedicated volunteers and 
staff who work countless hours 
to produce the workshops, and 
our wonderful donors without 
whom we could not achieve these 
outstanding results, all of whom 
should feel tremendous pride in 
what we are accomplishing to-
gether.

To ensure your spot at our free 
10-year anniversary celebration 
on October 14, please register at 
the LJCC Customer Service Desk 
at 704-366-5007. For more infor-
mation about the workshops or to 
volunteer, please contact Lori Se-
mel, Butterfly Project Supervisor, 
at butterflyproject@charlottejcc.
org.  Y

Ten Years of Soaring to New Heights

$4,078,781
Thank you to all our donors for your continued support. 

Together, we are powerful!

FEDERATION SURPASSES GOAL AND 
ACHIEVES HIGHEST ANNUAL CAMPAIGN EVER!!

See page 11 for the Jewish Federation’s Annual Listing of DonorsPRSRT STD
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Inspired by our tradition of 
tzedakah(righteousness/charity) 
and tikkun olam (repairing the 
world), the Jewish Federation’s 
Women’s Philanthropy is dedicat-
ed to the continuity, connectivity, 
and thriving future of our Char-
lotte Jewish community, Israel, 
and the Jewish people.
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By Jodi Werner Greenwald
Jenna Blum returns to Char-

lotte on October 21, and I couldn’t 
be more excited. Fifteen-plus 
years ago I studied novel writing 
with Jenna at GrubStreet writing 
center in Boston, where she still 
teaches today. I recall her being 
a supportive and approachable 
teacher, while also exuding bril-
liance and an air of super-cool-
ness. 

Jenna is a method writer. She 
immerses herself in her books’ 
time periods, which often include 
World War II. She wears her char-
acters’ clothes, eats their food, 
and listens to their music. She al-
ternates between two home bases: 
Minnesota, where she writes in 
seclusion, and Boston, where she 
revises her drafts, teaches writ-
ing, and markets her books. 

Themes of motherhood, Dias-
pora, and interfaith relationships 
permeate Jenna’s books. She in-
fuses her own family’s experienc-
es into her characters, and they 
feel real and engaging as a re-

sult. Jenna’s father was Jewish 
and wrote for CBS and the likes 
of Walter Cronkite. Her mother 
was younger than her father, not 
Jewish, and from Minnesota; she 
moved to New York to study pia-
no at Juilliard. 

In 2005, Hadassah awarded 
Jenna its prestigious Ribalow 
Prize for her first book, the New 
York Times bestselling novel 
Those Who Save Us. Jenna spoke 
about that novel at a Jewish Fed-

eration event 
here in Charlotte 
more than a de-
cade ago. In a 
recent conver-
sation with me, 
she made a point 
of saying how 
fond she was of 
her time here and 
how pleased she 
is to be returning.

I hope you’ll 
join me in wel-
coming Jenna 
back on October 

21 as she discusses her latest nov-
el, The Lost Family. I can attest to 
it being another page-turner.

Responses below have been 
edited for brevity.
A Peek inside Her Classes

“We do what I call Novelist 
Math, where we spend the first 
half of the workshop talking 
about things the reader picks up 
on – characters, writing and lan-
guage, details. And the second 
half I make the novelists crack 
that all open and write scenes on 
the board to see how the story is 
piecing together; because, that’s 
where 98% of novels fail.”
Writing Hacks

“I have a whole wall of writ-
er hacks when I’m working. My 
study looks like a mad person’s 
sanatorium because I have Post-
its up everywhere and image 
boards. I have one that said, ‘Cre-
ate something.’ One said, ‘Write 
now, fix later.’ That was super 
helpful. It doesn’t have to be per-
fect, it just has to be written. And 
this great quote from Erica Jong: 
‘I have learned that writing a nov-
el takes as long as it takes.’” 
Difficult Characters

“June was a difficult character 

to write, because I really liked 
her and no one else liked her. She 
was a combination of me and my 
mom. I know June makes some 
tough choices, but she’s realistic, 
and I certainly hope she is under-
standable if not likable. With all 
my characters, there are very few 
who are 100% good or 100% bad. 
June wants the feminist credo – to 
live her life and do her own thing 
– and she wasn’t raised in a time 
when she could do that. I felt for 
her. I like to write about all these 
emotional complications.”
Beginnings

“I wanted to start with Peter. 
His story was the genesis of the 
book. But every time I sat down 
to write about Peter, I would be 
thinking about Elsbeth. So, I 
wrote her whole section. And then 
June’s and then Peter’s. So I actu-
ally wrote the book backwards, 
which I don’t recommend. Some-
times, when you have characters 
who are very noisy, very emphat-
ic that they want to come out, 
then you have to do it their way. 
And then your job is to get them 
right. Which is why sometimes 
my characters are not likable. My 
job is not to make them likable, 
it’s to get them down as they real-
ly are. Which takes time.”
Favorite Part 

“Cooking. For this book in 
particular, because I invented 
the menu for Peter’s restaurant. 
I spent a whole summer kitch-
en-testing it. This is my fiance’s 
fault. He came in one morning 
and found me reading cookbooks 
because I was trying to put to-
gether Peter’s life as a chef. He 
said, wouldn’t it be amazing if 
your book had an actual menu 
since it’s set in a restaurant? And 
I thought, what a great procrasti-
nation device. I had the best time 
creating all the recipes and com-
ing up with the dishes and eating 
them.” 

Up Next
“The next book is a prequel/

sequel to The Lost Family. It will 
be a standalone novel. But I want-
ed to work with these characters 
again to show in a past storyline 
how democracy eroded in Germa-
ny as Hitler came to power; and, 
then, in the modern-day storyline, 
to show Peter Rashkin dealing 
with some of the consequences 
of his past, which literally come 
back to him. That’s all I can say 
without spoilers.”
On Writing

“I hate sitting down to write. 
It’s just dreadful to shut myself 
away. But, I love having written. 
And my favorite part is to read 
that night, on my phone in bed, 
scenes that I emailed to myself 
that I wrote that morning. Be-
cause, no matter how bad it is, 
something exists that did not ex-
ist when I woke up that morning. 
That is kind of amazing!”Y

Jodi Werner Greenwald is ed-
itor-in-chief of Ballantyne Mag-
azine. 

Write Now, Fix Later 
An Interview with Novelist Jenna Blum

Shabbat and Holiday Candle 
Lighting for October 2018

Monday, October 1, erev Simchat   
 Torah,  8:18 PM
Friday, October 5, 6:42 PM
Friday, October 12, 6:33 PM
Friday, October 19, 6:24 PM
Friday, October 26, 6:16 PM
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“On the Same Page: 
Chapter 1” 

with Jenna Blum
Sunday, October 21 

at 7 PM 
in the Sam Lerner 

Center for Cultural Arts
This event is free and 
open to the public, but 
registration is encour-

aged at www.jewishchar-     
lotte.org/CJE or contact 
Debby Block, Center for 

Jewish Education 
Program Coordinator, at 

704-944-6780 or 
debby.block@jewishchar-

lotte.org.

www.jewishcharlotte.org/CJE
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The KEYS to a successful 
real estate transaction...

Buying...Selling...Relocating...

Ann and Andrew
are your KEYS  

to the local
Jewish Community.

Ann Langman
704-502-4328 
ann.langman@allentate.com

Andrew Rosen
704-604-4756
andrew.r    osen@allentate.com

Experience and Commitment!

Serving the Charlotte  
community for over  
30 years.

You know

Find out how our extensive training and care philosophy help us make 
meaningful connections that lead to better, more engaging care. 

Start home care today.
hwcg.com/charlotte 
704.503.4660

where her glasses are when  

she misplaces them, how much  

she hates taking medicine, and  

her passion for cookies.

We’ll know that, too.

704.247.3033 
kgreenspon@windinsgroup.com

Greenspon & Associates is proud to 
announce its merger with Windermere 
Insurance Group. Since 1974, we’ve 
assisted clients with their group benefits, 
life & long term care insurance, annuities, 
business continuation planning,  
executive benefits, and 401(k) plans.

Our merger with Windermere enhances 
our ability to deliver an extraordinary 
level of service and expertise while also 
expanding our offerings to include  
property and casualty insurance.

Keith Greenspon
Advisor

A new home for the trusted service you 
expect from Greenspon & Associates 

Sue’s Book Shelf
By Sue Littauer

Shortly before the publication 
of his second novel Saving So-
phie, Ron Balson visited Char-
lotte as a guest of the Jewish Fed-
eration of Greater Charlotte. A 
Chicago attorney, Ron explained 
that his first novel – international 
bestseller Once We Were Brothers 
– was rejected by all publishers. 
After self-publishing the book 
and distributing copies to family 
and friends, Once We Were Broth-
ers sold over 100,000 copies by 
word of mouth before St. Mar-
tin’s Press acquired the rights. 
Now Ron’s highly anticipated 
fifth novel The Girl From Berlin 
is scheduled for publication later 
this month.

Catherine Lockhart, a Chica-
go attorney, and Liam Taggart, 
a top-notch investigator, team 
up in each of Balson’s novels to 
untangle the mysteries surround-
ing their clients’ cases. In The 
Girl From Berlin, we find Liam 
and Catherine in Tuscany after 
agreeing to help an old friend 
whose elderly aunt is being evict-
ed from her property. The only 
clues to this case are lodged in 
an old manuscript handwritten in 
German about the life of an ex-
traordinary young female violin-

ist during World War II. How are 
the lives of “the girl from Berlin” 
and the elderly Italian landowner 
connected?

The Girl From Berlin is a fast-
paced novel that will keep you 
reading into the wee hours. If you 
haven’t read Ron Balsom’s previ-
ous books, you’re in for a treat! 
The first four bestsellers - Once 
We Were Brothers, Saving Sophie, 
Karolina’s Twins and The Trust – 
can all be found at the Center for 
Jewish Education.

Talented novelist Jenna Blum, 
author of Those Who Save Us, 
will speak in Charlotte on Sunday, 
October 21 at 7 PM in the Lerner 
Center. She was the guest speaker 
at the Jewish Federation’s Spring 
Lecture in 2008, and returns on 
behalf of the CJE to talk about her 
new novel The Lost Family. 

The Lost Family is the story 
of chef and restauranteur Peter 
Rashkin whose first wife and twin 
daughters perished in the Holo-
caust. Peter’s current family – 
his much younger wife, troubled 
daughter and well-meaning elder-
ly relatives - form the backdrop of 
this new novel. 

These two novels of historical 
fiction have a common theme – 

“survivor syndrome.” In The Girl 
From Berlin, Ron Balson writes 
about “survivor syndrome” when 
he says, “Often, people who 
have endured…horrors suppress 
the memories and push them to 
the back of their consciousness. 
They have to get on with their 
lives, so they do not allow those 
painful memories to the surface. 
Children of survivors often talk 
about a psychological disconnect. 
Their parents don’t discuss those 
years with the family. It’s the el-
ephant in the room, but the door 
stays closed.” In our two novels, 
Peter Rashkin’s inability to talk 
about his “lost family” negatively 
influenced all those around him.  
And as we read about the lives of 
Ava Baumgarten and her family 
in Berlin, who are maneuvering 
through the horrors of Nazi Eu-
rope, we learn of selfless sacrific-
es that had far reaching effects on 
the next generation. 

Survivor syndrome isn’t lim-
ited to those who survived the 
Holocaust. Be on hand for our 
CJE Book Club on Wednesday, 
November 14th when we discuss 
Faithful by Alice Hoffman about 

a teenaged driver 
who survived a 
horrific accident 
only to experience 
years of psycho-
logical trauma. Y

Interested in keeping active and helping children 
and their families? PJ Library has the perfect volunteer 
opportunity for you. We need help at our monthly PJ 
Library family events.  

Bubbies may be asked to help with arts and crafts, 
registration, set up and even 
some organization. Our flex-
ible schedule meets your 
availability. Please say you’ll 
join our Bubbie Brigade.

For more information 
call Debby Block 704-944-
6780.Y 

Join the Bubbie Brigade!

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

 

Library 
Closed
Today!

Library Closed
Today!

Once Upon a Storytime
1:15 PM

Levine-Sklut Judaic 
Library

PJ Library Baby 
Storytime
11:00 AM

Levine-Sklut Judaic 
Library

Once Upon a Storytime
1:15 PM

Levine-Sklut Judaic 
Library

PJ Library Baby 
Storytime
11:00 AM

Levine-Sklut Judaic 
Library

PJ Library 
at the Farm
10:00 AM

Darby Acres Farm

Once Upon a Storytime
1:15 PM

Levine-Sklut Judaic 
Library

PJ Library Baby 
Storytime
11:00 AM

Levine-Sklut Judaic 
Library

On the Same Page, 
Chapter 1

Jenna Blum
7:00 pm

Sam Lerner Center

Once Upon a Storytime
1:15 PM

Levine-Sklut Judaic 
Library

PJ Library Baby 
Storytime
11:00 AM

Levine-Sklut Judaic 
Library

3

10

17

21 4 5

191814 15 16

8 97

232221

11 12

CJE CALENDAR: OCTOBER 2018

24

The Center for Jewish Education (CJE) enhances community engagement, 
promotes lifelong Jewish learning, and creates pathways to Jewish identity. 
LIBRARY HOURS:  Monday - Thursday, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm; 
  Friday, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm; and Sunday, 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Check out what’s happening this month at the CJE ? 

25 26
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wp
WOMEN’S
PHILANTHROPY

Unleash the power of

OCTOBER 18 | 7:00 PM
SAM LERNER CENTER FOR CULTURAL ARTS

Meet Chef Michael Solomonov & Steven Cook
Light Hors D’oeuvres and wine will be served. 
Book Sale and signing following the program.

Tickets: $36 per person
To learn more and to RSVP visit www.jewishcharlotte.org.

www.jewishcharlotte.org


The Charlotte Jewish News - October 2018 - Page 5

THE EXCEPTIONAL DIAMOND COLLECTION
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malakjewelers.com

Malak Jewelers
The Diamond Specialists 

- Since 1980 -
8042 Providence Rd, #1000

Charlotte, NC, 28277
704-341-1188

I AM THE ATACAMA SKY. I AM ONE OF ONE.

SYNAGOGUES           CONGREGATIONS  &
Join us for a grand Torah cele-

bration for kids and adults. Enjoy 
a delicious dinner in the Sukkah 
followed by dancing with the To-
rah and a special program for the 
kids. Simchat Torah is all about 
unbridled joy, which surpasses 
even the joy of Sukkot. The joy 
reaches its climax on Simchat 
Torah, when we celebrate the 

conclusion – and restart – of the 
annual Torah-reading cycle.  

Monday, October 1, 6:30 PM 
At the Ballantyne Jewish Cen-

ter, 8632 Bryant Farms Rd. 
Open to the community; free.
RSVP appreciated - Leah@

JewishBallantyne.com, 704-408-
1116.Y

Kids, build your very own 
menorah at Home Depot. We 
have a brand new design just 
for this year. 

Home Depot at the Prome-
nade on Providence, 5415 Bal-
lantyne Commons Pkwy, Char-
lotte, NC 28277

Sunday, October 28 
Choose your time: 2:30-3:30 

or 4–5.
Snacks will be served. 

This event is free with your 
registration. To register visit 
www.JewishBallantyne.com/
HomeDepot.

Please note, there is limited 
space available. 

Questions? Email Leah@
JewishBallantyne.com.

Sponsored by The Home 
Depot and The Ballantyne Jew-
ish Center.Y

Dancing with the STARS 
on Simchat Torah 

Build a Menorah at Home Depot 

Many of us have fond memo-
ries of going to Kadima, United 
Synagogue Youth, or B'nai Brith 
Youth Organization meetings as 
kids. We met lifelong friends, had 
sleepovers, performed mitzvah 
projects, and attended services 
together. For some of us, Jewish 
classmates were the norm, not the 
exception. In York County, SC, 
although the Jewish population 
is growing, our Jewish youth are 
often the only Jewish students in 
their classes or schools. Devel-
oping Jewish friendships can be 
difficult. At Temple Kol Ami, we 
feel it is important for our kids to 
develop a strong Jewish identity, 
and fostering Jewish friendships 
is key to this. We have decided to 
address this problem by starting 
our own youth group. The TKA 
Youth Group will give our kids 
the opportunity to socialize and 
have fun outside of the Temple/
Religious School environment. 
TKA is so committed to making 
sure our children know that they 
are not “alone” in York County 
that we have decided to subsidize 
all events — all Youth Group out-
ings will be fee for TKA mem-
bers.

The Youth Group is open to 
kids in 5th through 8th grades 
and will be led by our coordi-
nator Erin Roseman. The first 
event (details TBA) is scheduled 
for October 14. Future tentative 
dates are December 16, Febru-
ary 24, and April 28. At least one 
of the activities will include a 
mitzvah project. Keep an eye on 
the Temple Kol Ami calendar at 
www.templekolamisc.org for de-
tails, and feel free to contact Erin 
at rosemanerin@gmail.com for 
more information or to RSVP for 
an event.

Looking ahead to November, 
please mark your calendars to 
join us when Rabbi Bruce Aft 
will return to Fort Mill to lead us 
in both Kabbalat and Shacharit 
Shabbat services as well as Torah 
study the weekend of November 
2-3. Rabbi Aft comes to us from 
Congregation Adat Reyim in 
Springfield, VA and has been with 
us four times previously in the 

last few years. He has a devotion 
to Jewish learning and leads stim-
ulating Torah study. He has been 
well-received on all of his previ-
ous visits to Temple Kol Ami, and 
we are incredibly excited to wel-
come him back. For more infor-
mation, please check the Temple 
Kol Ami website. All events are 
free and open to the public.

Temple Kol Ami is a diverse 
and welcoming Reform Jewish 
congregation. We hold Friday 
night Shabbat services the 1st and 
3rd Fridays of each month in the 
beautiful sanctuary of Philadel-
phia United Church, 1691 SC-
160 in Fort Mill, SC. We would 
love to have you visit our con-
gregation and find out about our 
warm, family-oriented environ-
ment.Y

Temple Kol Ami Starting 
Youth Group

www.malakjewelers.com
www.templekolamisc.org
www.homeswithcachet.com


The Charlotte Jewish News - October 2018 - Page 6

Open House
Tuesday October 30 

9:15 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Check Us Out!You’re invited to

Stop in for your PRIVATE TOUR & find out what we are all about!

You’ve heard all about us.  

Now come see for yourself!

CJDS SETS THE STANDARD  
FOR ELEMENTARY EDUCATION  
BASED ON JEWISH BELIEFS 704.366.4558  |  CJDSchool.org

B”H

By Rabbi Judy Schindler
August 5 marked twenty years 

since I arrived in Charlotte. By 
sheer coincidence, I spent my 
twentieth anniversary of becom-
ing a Southerner immersed in a 
Hebrew Union College intensive 
graduate course on Southern Jew-
ry. I spent the week learning from 
scholars in Cincinnati, Atlanta, 
and Savannah about the critical 
role Southern Jews played in the 
development of America since 
Colonial times. 

Though it took me many years 
to embrace my new identity as a 
Southern Jew, I recommend that 
those of you who are transplants 
embrace that identity far sooner 
— for there is much of which to 
be proud. 

From the time of landing on 
Southern ports, Jews contributed 
medically. Dr. Samuel Nunez was 
the first practicing physician in 
Georgia, having arrived to Savan-
nah in 1733, just in time to stop 
a violent epidemic of dysentery. 
Virtually every Atlanta hospital 
had Jews involved in its creation. 

Jews contributed economical-
ly. While at first, James Ogletho-
rpe, the founder of the Georgia 
colony, was instructed by the 
British Trustees not to deed any 
land to Jews, their success in 
farming, trade, wine-making, 
and as soldiers convinced him to 
grant them property.

Jews contributed religiously. 
Among the houses of worship in 
Savannah, Mickve Israel stands 
as a historic and impressive 

building. Having just celebrated 
its 285th anniversary, the con-
gregation is valued. Throughout 
nearly three centuries, they have 
stood not alone but worked col-
laboratively with interfaith part-
ners. Similarly, The Temple in 
Atlanta in its 158 year history and 

our Temple Beth El in its 75 years 
have become known as beacons 
of interfaith partnership.

Jews of the South have pro-
vided moral leadership. Dr. Gary 

Zola, Executive Director of the 
American Jewish Archives (the 
largest free standing archives doc-
umenting the American Jewish 
experience in the world) shared 
recordings of Southern Rabbis’ 
clear words of courage.

In response to the 1958 bomb-
ing of Nashville’s JCC, Rabbi 
William Silverman spoke strong-
ly against violence aimed at in-
timidation: “I believe that any 
spiritual leader who does not 
speak forth and lead his congre-
gation on moral issues is not wor-
thy of being the Rabbi of this or 
any other congregation, — and I 
speak clearly and without equiv-
ocation that all may understand: 
together with the Central Confer-
ence of American Rabbis and the 
Union of American Hebrew Con-
gregations, I favor integration -- 
not only because I am a Jew, not 
only because my religious faith 
teaches that God is our universal 
Father, that all men are brothers, 
created in the divine image; that 

all men regardless of their faith 
or their race are endowed by God 
with equal rights.” 

Just four days after the 16th 
Street Church bombing in Bir-
mingham, AL, in 1963, Rabbi 
Milton Grafman included the four 
girls killed and others into his 
Kaddish recitation at Rosh Ha-
shanah services, “Let us bow our 
heads in silence. In memory of 
Denise McNair, Carole Robert-
son, Addie Mae Collins, Cynthia 
Wesley, James Robinson, Virgil 
Ware wantonly killed, insanely 
slain, brutally murdered, whose 
deaths we mourn, whose families 
we would comfort and the shame 
of whose murders we would and 
we must have our city [Birming-
ham] atone.”

As Southern Jews, we contrib-
uted civically, socially, political-
ly, and morally. We helped build 
cemeteries and benevolent societ-
ies, and the field of social work. 
We built social clubs and became 
freemasons, mayors, and state 
legislators. 

Most of all, as Southern Jews, 
we were crafters of American Ju-
daism. Of the first six Colonial 
Jewish congregations (in Provi-
dence, New York City, Philadel-
phia, Richmond, Savannah and 
Charleston), the Northern re-
mained Sephardic and traditional 
and the Southern became Reform. 
Our predecessors saw a need for 
innovation and modernization of 
worship and religious practice 
and thrived as a result. We sup-
ported American-trained rabbis 

who would become leaders of our 
anciently rooted people adapting 
to realities in new land. 

There are parts of our South-
ern Jewish past which cause us 
shame. There were Jews who 
were slave owners. There were 
Jews who supported segregation. 
Jews have always been part of the 
fabric of American society - for 
good and for bad. While some 
of our predecessors stood on the 
wrong side of history, far more 
contributed to creating a more 
just South as we continue to do 
today. Our Reform predecessors 
were partners in strengthening 
our country every step of the way.

Whether we have lived in 
Charlotte one year or our fam-
ily has been here one hundred 
years, we should be proud of the 
community roles we have played 
and contribute strongly to our 
community as proud Jews and as 
proud Americans.Y

Temple Beth El Follows Path of Three Centuries of Southern Jews

“From the time of 
landing on Southern 

ports, Jews 
contributed medically 

... economically 
... religiously.”

“While some of our 
predecessors stood on 

the wrong side of 
history, far more 

contributed to creating 
a more just South as we 
continue to do today.”

www.cjdschool.org


This November, Chabad of 
Charlotte will offer Wrestling 
with Faith, a new six-session 
course by the acclaimed Rohr 
Jewish Learning Institute (JLI), 
that openly addresses common 
challenges people have in their 
relationship with God.

Beginning Tuesday, October 
23, at 7:30 PM for the evening 
class and Wednesday, October 24, 
11 AM for the morning class, par-
ticipants in the course will grap-
ple with issues that many struggle 
with, including beliefs in Judaism 
that seem primitive or outdated, 
reconciling scientific findings 
with ideas that cannot be proven 
in a lab, and the role of religion 
regarding gender roles, relation-
ship choices, and other such con-
troversial issues.

“We recognize that almost ev-
eryone has some degree of skep-
ticism when it comes to religion,” 
says Rabbi Yossi Groner of Con-
gregation Ohr HaTorah, the eve-
ning JLI Instructor. “We’ve creat-
ed this course for participants to 
think critically about these chal-
lenges - to approach them with an 
array of insightful perspectives - 
so we can articulate our beliefs to 
ourselves and to the next gener-
ation with clarity and conviction.

“I like to think of this course as 
more of a journey, because, intel-
lectual questions aside, it’s most-
ly the deep emotional blockages 
that seem to hinder our relation-
ship with God. It’s not a polem-

ics course, but one that speaks to 
the inner struggles we experience 
and to the heart of the issues that 
concern us deeply,” said Rabbi 
Groner.

Wrestling with Faith explores 
questions such as: Why do I need 
God if I can live perfectly well 
without Him? Does God really 
care about the nuances of Jewish 
practice? Doesn’t the concept of 
“Jewish chosenness” seems rac-
ist? How can we relate to a loving 
and caring God amid the expe-
rience of tragedy and suffering? 
How do we reconcile compelling 
evidence for evolution and the 
age of the universe with a Bible 
that tells a different story? And: 
Is it even possible to develop a 
relationship with a God I cannot 
perceive with my five senses?

“People often deal with such 
issues by going on the defense,” 
explained Rabbi Zalman Abra-
ham of JLI’s New York head-
quarters. “In this course we stay 
away from that. Instead, we em-
brace the challenges wholeheart-
edly and seek a broader context 
through which to understand the 
issues.”

Jennifer Wiseman, an astro-
physicist at NASA and the direc-
tor of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science’s 
Dialogue on Science, Ethics, and 
Religion, commented about the 
course: “At a time when science 
and technology dominate the 
mechanics and framing of our 

modern lives, it is more 
important than ever to 
ask the bigger questions 
of life’s purpose and val-
ues. This course enables 
the seeker to embrace the 
achievements of modern 
science while seeking the 
higher gifts of wisdom, 
meaning, and a personal 
relationship with God.”

Like all JLI programs, this 
course is designed to appeal to 
people at all levels of knowledge, 
including those without any pri-

or experience or back-
ground in Jewish learn-
ing. All JLI courses are 
open to the wider Char-
lotte community.

The JLI has raised 
the bar of Jewish eru-
dition in Charlotte by 
examining important 
issues of Judaism in a 
deep yet comprehensive 

way. It has succeeded in demys-
tifying the complex and opening 
the doors to Jewish knowledge to 
the greater Charlotte community.

Rabbi Yossi Groner will lead 
the evening JLI classes, morning 
classes will be led by Rabbi Shlo-
mo Cohen. Each student will be 
provided with a textbook as well 
as online resources through the 
myJLI.com website. Fee for the 
course is $99 per single and $180 
per couple.

Interested in taking the course? 
Please call 704-366-3984 or visit 
www.myJLI.com for registration 
and for other course-related infor-
mation. JLI courses are presented 
in Charlotte as part of Chabad’s 
effort to raise the level of Jewish 
knowledge within our communi-
ty.Y
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COTSWOLD

Independent Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care

11945 Providence Road
Charlotte, NC 28277

(704) 246-3055
PROVIDENCE

Assisted Living & Memory Care 

5215 Randolph Road
Charlotte, NC 28211

(704) 495-6031

T O U R S  D A I L Y   |   W W W. WA L T O N W O O D . C O M   |   W W W. S I N G H J O B S . C O M

Independent Living | Assisted Living | Memory Care

With beautiful upscale communities located 
in your favorite neighborhoods, you’ll be closer to your 

loved ones than ever before. 

Visit a Waltonwood community
near you today!

WA LT O N WO O D S E N I O R L I V I N G

Bringing Families 
Together

New JLI Course Addresses Dissonance Between 
Religion and Western Values 

Just a short time ago it was the 
beginning of our year. Hopefully 
we haven’t already veered off the 
path and are staying the course. 
Being able to recount and recal-
ibrate our current course is such 
an opportunity. We don’t have to 
be like those who wait until lat-
er in life and realize they haven’t 
accomplished all they dreamt of. 
To modernize a Yiddish Proverb, 
“A person is not old until their 
regrets take the place of their 
dreams.” At any age, we can em-
brace our most Holy Days all year 
long as a time we redefined a new 
vision for our lives. It is a time to 
forgive. It is a time to dream. It is 
a time for tikvah or hope.   

A motivational business con-

sultant once asked, “Are you with 
people who will support your vi-
sion or goals? Do you have the 
right friends? Are you connect-
ed with the colleagues who will 
take you to the next level?” He 
proceeded to discuss that in most 
cases, we need to be prepared and 
willing to completely change in 
order to embrace new paths. Our 
Temple chose the name “Solel” 
because it means “pathfinder” 
and “trailblazer.”   It describes the 
pioneering spirit of our congre-
gants who are full of life, ideas, 
and goals.      

Recently a new Presidents’ 
Council was hosted by the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Charlotte 
and led by Alison Lerner. The first 

meeting was held and this group 
of local leaders described their 
organizations, what was working 
well, and potentially what areas 
they needed help or insight to im-
prove. It is an example how find-
ing opportunities to consult with 
like-minded people can be like 
an icebreaking vessel to provide 
safe passageways for other boats 
to follow. There will always be 
people who know more than we 
do. There will always be people 
who we can help.  This year make 
a goal to find one new person or a 
group of people who you can re-
late to and join together with and 
support each other.

Temple Solel Embraces the New Year 
Ahead

(Continued on page 19) 

www.myJLI.com
www.myJLI.com
www.waltonwood.com
www.singhjobs.com
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Experience endless freedom and a vibrant new lifestyle.
• Meet new friends and enjoy every day to its fullest with 

fun � tness classes, seminars, social events & more!
• Resort style amenities including on-site � tness center, 

heated pool, beauty salon and movie room
• Downsize, or as we like to call it, rightsize your life

55+ Active Adult Apartment Homes  

MOVE IN
NOW!

OvertureCotswold.com

4830 Randolph Road
Charlotte, NC 28211

Experience Overture
Visit Today!

Pre Leasing Specials End Soon!

704-228-9238

By Rabbi Chanoch Oppenheim, 
Charlotte Torah Center

This subject might make some 
people uncomfortable but it is a 
question I am often asked. When 
someone in the Jewish communi-
ty asks, it’s usually in response to 
a question asked by a non-Jew-
ish person at the office (and the 
Jewish person didn’t’ have an an-
swer). When a non-Jewish person 
asks me the question, it’s usually 
out of curiosity about something 
that seems so obvious that they 
can’t understand how someone 
could disagree. The question: 
Why don’t the Jews accept Je-
sus as the Messiah? Although 
people get fidgety and try to slip 
away from the situation, the an-
swer, like all others in the Torah 
and our heritage, is something for 
which we neither apologize nor 
evade. That being said, we are 
not here to disparage the beliefs 
of other people, especially those 
who do so much social welfare 
for the world, rather we just want 
to speak rationally and provide a 
safe space for the person’s ques-
tion. Here goes.

Judaism has three fundamental 
issues with Christian theology. 

1. Trinity. Jewish belief has 
never, will never, and does not 
believe that God has a human 
form. God is beyond space and 
time; God not taking a physical 
form is one of the central ideas in 
Judaism. Making a corporealiza-
tion of the Deity is a violation of 

a basic Jewish tenet.
2. Classical Jewish literature 

does not accept the notion of a 
second coming. Once messiah 
reveals himself, he will accom-
plish a designated mission of get-
ting the Jews back to Israel and 
rebuilding the Temple and estab-
lishing world peace. Jesus was 
crucified before he completed any 
of these things and therefore we 
cannot accept him as the Messiah. 
The way Christianity got around 
this was to develop the concept 
of a second coming in which he 
will complete his mission. Our 
version is that when the messiah 
comes, he is going to get the job 
done and that he is not coming 
back. 

3. Judaism is based on mitzv-
ot, i.e. proper conduct and good 
deeds (action). Christian theology 
(i.e. either Jesus, the apostles, or 
architects of the early Church) 
states that God abrogated and 
replaced His covenant. A major 
ramification of this is Paul’s inno-
vation that one gets redemption 
not by actions but by faith. That 
is a theological postulate that is 
inconsistent with Judaism. One 
might argue that this is Paul’s in-
novation not Jesus’, but the main 
point is that it is diametrically op-
posed to Judaism. 

There is nothing negative 
above these three points, they 
are merely meant to articulate 
why Jews have not historically 
accepted Jesus as the Messiah. 

At this point, one question is usu-
ally asked: Doesn’t the Old Tes-
tament predict the events of the 
New Testament? No, not if you 
read them in the original Hebrew 
or in accurate translations such as 
Artscroll’s Stone Edition or the 
Jewish Publication Society’s Eitz 
Chaim.  (This subject is too broad 
to discuss in the limited space of 
this article.)

So where does this leave us? 
What do Jews actually believe 
concerning the Messiah? Rabbi 
Jonathan Sacks, Britain’s former 
chief Rabbi, closed one of his 
talks on the subject with these 
words.

“Our task – to repeat – is to be 
true to ourselves and to be a bless-
ing to others; to bring forward the 
Messianic Age, the narrative of 
redemption, to do so by the ex-
ample of our lives and, through 
our lives, to reduce that disso-
nance … We bring Moshiach – 
we bring redemption – one day at 
a time, one act at a time, one life 
at a time – respecting the faiths of 
others because we are confident 
in our own; inviting others to join 
with us in building a world wor-
thy of being a home for the Di-
vine Presence. I have to tell you 
that although that is a lofty goal, 
… there is not one member of 
the Jewish world today that does 
not have an important and unique 
task in that process … And we 
are part of a people that we can 
be proud. That is what is bringing 

the Messianic moment closer, one 
day at a time.

“The Jewish Messiah does 
not come to atone for our sins, 
he instructs us how to live with-
out them and usher in an age of 
peace, something humanity with 
its own devices has failed to ac-
complish. At that time, … they 
shall beat their swords into plow-
shares, and their spears into prun-

ing hooks- Nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war anymore.” Y

Rabbi Journal II
Now, How Do I Answer That?

On Monday, August 
27, the Sisterhood of 
Temple Kol Tikvah spon-
sored a talk on “Human 
Trafficking In Our Com-
munity.”  

Bo Quickel, founder 
of Vigilante Truckers, 
spoke to our congrega-
tion and members of our 
community about human 
trafficking and sex slav-
ery.  

It was a revealing talk of the 
hideous crimes that plague our 
community and society. We were 
also privileged to have a new 
member of our congregation, 
Mindy Sanchez, who added to 
this conversation. Mindy is an 
Attorney and was a Professor of 
Criminal Procedure. 

If you would like more in-
formation regarding this topic, 
please visit VigilanteTruth.com.Y

Temple Kol Tikvah 
Sisterhood

Women’s News

www.vigilantetruth.com
www.overturecotswold.com
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Join Us for an Open House
TK/Kindergarten 
October 5, 2018  
9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Upper School 
October 12, 2018 
9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Register at CharlotteLatin.org/admissions

Traditional in design,  
innovative in implementation.

This is the Latin way. 
Charlotte Latin School was founded in 1970 
to create an inclusive environment where 

academic excellence is encouraged,  
leadership is cultivated, liberal arts are valued 

and phonics-based reading is essential.  
We have educated thousands of students in the 

importance of learning, citizenship, service to 
others, hard work and Honor Above All.

CharlotteLatin.org  |  704.846.7207

www.charlottelatin.org
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Whether you are interested in a breast lift, 
tummy tuck, or liposuction, our board-certified 
plastic surgeons can help you achieve the look 
you want. Take advantage of this offer* today 

by scheduling your FREE cosmetic consult. 

BREAST & 
BODY CONTOURING

$750 OFF

Head to toe. 
Love your look.

*Offer valid Oct. 15-Nov. 19, 2018.
Surgery must be completed within 

one month of booking.

5815 Blakeney Park Dr., Suite 100
Charlotte, NC 28277

704.542.2220

Only 5 
Minutes from 

Shalom 
Park

Reimagined
The Sanctuary 
ASSISTED LIVING

AT STONEHAVEN

704.233.3374

Combining the  
luxuries of home  

best-in-class care 
with

SanctuarySenior.com

 
Jewish ownership offers sensitivity to Jewish 

culture and interests. Our location - just 
minutes from the JCC - makes it an ideal 

choice for seniors looking to remain 
connected with the local Jewish community. 

-Lev Saks, Owner 
 
 
 

School newS
CJDS is starting out the new 

school year on a high, with in-
creased enrollment, strong ERB/
CTP4 test results, often outper-
forming the independent schools, 

a strong kindergarten class of 
21 sweet children, and devoted, 
loving, and skilled teachers. One 
would think that we would be sat-
isfied and bask in the good feel-

ing. We don’t rest on our laurels, 
because we know that educating 
children, especially Jewish chil-
dren carries a greater obligation. 
While we are mandated to teach 
reading, writing and arithmetic 
and more and to provide enjoy-
able experiences in a safe envi-
ronment, we must and cannot 
forget that we are charged with 
the responsibility to shape, feed, 

and nurture their souls. We can 
impact their emotional and social 
skills that make them who they 
are, that effect how they interact 
with others and that ultimately 
predict their future satisfaction 
and happiness.

CJDS approaches this task 
with a plan of action that you 
might call CJDS Strategic Plan 
2.0. Each year a motto or theme 
is planned so that all the activ-
ities, songs, and stories include 
this message. It starts out with a 
banner, a tag line, bulletin board, 
signs all over the school, and 
a song written specifically for 
the motto. Lessons on the mot-
to take place through games and 
activities, so that by the time the 

school year ends, every child 
from kindergarten on, can explain 
and demonstrate what the motto 
means to them.

“Empathy is our Superpower” 
is the motto that is guiding us this 
year. Although it is a concept that 
might be a bit deep for children, 
we have already seen results in 
the short time we have been at 
school.  

In addition, we have adopted 
the Responsive Classroom ap-
proach to classroom management 
by setting class rules where the 
students’ are the ones providing 
clarification to the rules. Be Re-
sponsible, Be Empathetic, Be 
Purposeful, Be Safe. What does 
that mean?  Too often, we adults 
think that our words are under-
stood by children and possible 
even adults. But, they’re not, and 
it is up to us to make meanings 
together with the person receiv-
ing our words. So, we asked the 
children what do these rules look 
like? What do they feel like? 
What do they sound like? Posters 
were designed and created by the 
students for all of the different 
spaces in the school such as the 
cafeteria, the hallways, the bath-
room, and the playground, so all 

the children in the school could 
be reminded of the rules and 
guidelines and understand what 
they really mean.  

For example, Be Safe (in the 
office) could mean stand away 

from the door because people are 
often coming in and out and do 
not realize you might be standing 
right near it. Be Purposeful (in the 
bathroom) might mean do what 
you have to do in the bathroom 
and leave. It is not a place to stand 
around doing nothing because it 
typically will lead to trouble. Be 
Empathetic (in the lunchroom) 
might mean don’t save seats be-
cause it might make someone 
feel unwanted. These were ideas 
that the children generated and 
illustrated on their posters show-
ing that they understood what it 
would take to build a respectful, 
caring, and loving community. 

We have introduced a song 
about empathy that we sing and 
could be heard playing in the 
morning. These are the lyrics that 
the kids sing and hear each day.

I don't know what it's like to be 
you. 

I don't know what you have to 
go through. 

But I can try to see the world 
through your eyes. 

Put myself in your shoes and 
empathize. 

Emphasize? No no no no 
Empathize. Not emphasize. 

But empathize. 
Entropy? No no no no 
Empathy Not entropy. But em-

pathy. 
Every story has more than one 

side. 
It's not about what's wrong or 

right. 
Who's to judge what's good or 

bad? 
What makes me laugh might 

make you mad. 
Let's try to make a deal. 
We'll listen to each other and 

see how the other feels. 
With empathy we can under-

stand. 
We can solve our problems and 

make amends. 

Can you imagine a world 
where we all see each other 
through these eyes? I would like 
to believe it is possible. We will 
start with the CJDS kids today.Y

Empathy is the Superpower at CJDS

Visitors to CJDS are greeted by this poster near the front door.

Students make their own posters with rules for being responsible, purposeful, 
safe, and empathetic.

www.ppsd.com
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Joshua Society
$10,000 - $24,999
Epstein, David.......................23,000
Osborne, Richard J...............19,000
Cohen, David I........................18,000
Levin,  Jerry..............................17,000
Edelstein, Paul.......................15,000
Lerner, Harry..........................15,000
Silverman, Marc H................15,000

Menachem Begin Society 
$1,000 - $1,799
Ackerman, Bernard
August, Stanley T.
Benjamin, Sanford P.
Gale, Charles
Greenman, Maxwell
Greenspon, Keith E.
Horwich, Joel
Karp, Edward
Levin, Norman
Levin, Ross C.

2018 MEN’S DONOR LIST

Yitzhak Rabin Society 
$1,800 - $3,599 
Abel, Robert M.
Anonymous
Bienstock, Irving

Theodore Herzl Society 
$5,000 - $9,999  
Baron, John
Baumstein, Michael
Berlin, Sanford
Bernstein, Sam
Borchardt, Michael
Gorelick, Jeff
Gorelick, Scott
Howard, Jonathan
Jacobson, David
Kipnis, Robert J.
Kulbersh, Jonathan
Lerner, Mark
Newman, Edwin
Segal, Melvin
Selkin, Robert P.
Vitner, Mark
Wise, Mort
Zimmern, Samuel H.

Comen, Robert
Farber, Larry D.
Finkelstein, Scott
Fleishman, Larry
Friedlander, Alan*
Goldberg, Alan S.
Goldberg, Jonathan M.
Goodman, Alvin
Goodman, Brett
Horwitz, Andrew
Jacobson, Robert A.
Kraus, Fred
Krusch, Alan R.
Lavitt, Arthur
Levi, David
Levine, Darin
Luski, Moses
Lyons, Jeffrey S.
Pake, Lee
Rosenthal, Rich
Roth, Arthur 
Salant, Rubin
Scharf, Michael
Schorr, Kenneth
Snitz, Arnold I.
Spangenthal, Selwyn
Tesch, Kirk
Usadi, Moshe
Worrel, Reid

Shomrim (Guardians) 
$100 - $364
Adams, Josh

Kaufmann, Stephen M.
Kavadlo, Eugene O.
Kirschner, Steve
Klein, Jeff 
Krefetz, David
Leder, Steven
Levine, Phil
Levinson, Adam
Levinson, Gary L.
Lewis, Herb
Lieberman, Michael J.
Lindner, Marshall*
Listhaus, Steven
Mandell, Howard
Margolis, Allan
Mays, Charles R.
Moskowitz, Scott
O’Connor, Greg
Olshansky, Howard
Oxman, Martin
Perlin, Mark
Pienkny, Stefan
Plotkin, Vladimir 
Raffler, Michael
Reifkind, Ian
Resnik, Mark
Rosenauer, Steve
Ross, Howard
Rutman, Leon
Sadri, Mike
Schwebel, Keith
Shearer, James N.

Annual Campaign

Int’l Leadership Reunion
$250,000 & Above
The Leon Levine Foundation 
         Leon   Levine.....................390,000
Levine, Howard..................350,000

Prime Minister’s Cabinet
$100,000 - $249,999 
Sklut, Eric R..........................210,000
Blumenthal Foundation
     Alan, Philip and Samuel
     Blumenthal.....................200,000 

King David Society
$25,000 - $99,999
Gorelick, William..................75,000
Schwartz, Larry.....................45,000
Luski & Associates................36,000
Bernstein, Donald................32,100 
Gorelick, Todd A...................30,500
Brown, Lawrence A..............30,000

Winer, Brad....................14,500
Berman, Philip..............11,000
Greenspon, Stan..........10,000
Gross, Richard...............10,000 
Kronovet, Alan..............10,000
Levinson, Hal.................10,000
Polsky, Larry...................10,000

Buric, John
Dumas, Frederick J.
Greenman, David
Greenman, Herb
Klein, Richard A.
Kossove, David
Kronovet, Neal E.
Lefkowitz, David
Lyons, Bennett
Ransenberg, David B.
Raphael, Steven
Rotberg, Michael H.
Shapiro, Marvin B.
Silverstein, Gary
Sklut, Mason
Starr, Gary
Steiner, Joseph
Taub, Neal
Valenstein, Robert S.
Worrel, Kim

Levinson, Ellis H.
Levy, Frederic E.
Levy, Samuel
Morse, Herb
Miller, Gerald
Musler, Jeffrey I.
Plepler, Andrew
Pressberg, Jason
Roth, Mark
Rousso, Harold
Seldin, Maury
Sheffer, Morris
Solomon, Arthur
Solomon, Philip J.
Steinberger, Norman
Van Glish, Michael L.
Weinstock, Barnet M.
Widis, Howard
Widis, Robert
Worrel, Kyle
Zucker, Joseph

Bonim (Builders)
$365 - $999 
Anonymous 
Balick, Craig C.
Berlin, Steven R.
Bernhardt, Brian
Blair, Peter
Blau, Barry
Bregman, Justin
Brodsky, Barry
Cojac, Stuart 

Alpert, Bruce
Anonymous
Barer, Harvey
Bernstein, Adam
Bograd, Edward
Braverman, Josh
Brightman, William
Brown, Eliot
Bryan, James
Corzin, Harvey
Dinerman, Michael
Doyle, Shannon
Eisner, Michael
Elman, William
Eraklidis, Jacob
Feldman, Elliott J.
Feldman, Josh
Freedman, Glenn A.
Gartner, Elliot W.
Gentile, Douglas K.
Goldfarb, Marty
Goldman, Henry
Goldsmith, Mark E.
Grifenhagen, William
Guller, Philip
Handelsman, Neil
Hitt, Randy
Huber, Thomas
Hurwitz, Jeffrey M.
Jacobs, Paul
Jacobston, Todd
Kantor, Bruce

LEGACY GIFTS: The following donors have created a lasting legacy to provide for future generations

The ANNUAL CAMPAIGN raises money to meet the 
needs of our beneficiaries at home, in Israel and in 70 
countries around the world.  
SUPPLEMENTAL GIFTS provide customized giving 
opportunities over and above Annual Campaign gifts 
to enable donors to maximize their giving potential and 
fulfill their philanthropic goals. 

George and Andrea Cronson
Arlene and Gary* Davis

Michael and Jill Dinerman
David and Aleen Epstein

David and Stephanie Gitlin
Meg D. Goldstein and Matthew Luftglass  

Milton and Arlene Goldstein
Leon and Jennifer Golynsky

Michelle Goodman
William and Patty* Gorelick

Marcelle Gorelick
Todd and Stacy Gorelick
Danny and Fay Green* 

Stanley Greenspon
Josh and Jodi Greenwald

Bonnie Hart
Stephanie Haynes

Andy and Christy Horwitz
Joel Horwich

Jonathan Howard

Donald and Susan Jacobs
Robert and Leola* Jacobson

Florence Jaffa
Andrew and Dana Kapustin

Robert and Nancy Kipnis
Richard and Paula Klein

Barry and Lorrie Klemons
Jamie and Elise Kosofsky

Alan Kronovet and Cary Bernstein
Eric and Susan Lerner

Gary and Donna Lerner
Harry Lerner

Mark and Alison Lerner
Jerry and Barbara Levin

Ross C. Levin
Julie Lerner Levine

Leon and Sandra Levine
Ellis Levinson

Hal and Holly Levinson
Sam and Linda Levy

Anonymous (10)
Stanley and Judy August

Amy Augustine
Craig and Jill Balick
John and Gail Baron

Sanford and Lois Benjamin
Brian and Glenda Bernhardt
Andrew and Elka Bernstein

Donald and Barbara K. Bernstein
Sam and Nancy Bernstein

Martin Birnbaum
Barry and Lisa Blau

Jill Blumenthal
Lee Blumenthal

Michael and Lenora Borchardt
David and Bonnie Bornstein

Justin Bregman and Diana Warth
Larry and Tracy Brown

Richard and Suly Chenkin
Steven and Olivia Cohen

Wendy W. Cohen* 

Marc and Laura Lewin
Sue Littauer

Abe and Rose Luski*
Scott and Pam Menaker

Laura Milgrim
David and Risa Miller
Ed and Jill Newman
Richard J. Osborne

Floyd and Brenda Patten
Dale S. Polsky

Jason Pressberg and Casey Topol
Steve and Melissa Raphael

Anita “Neet” Rounds
Andrew and Jennifer Rosen
Marvin and Elaine Schefflin

Michael* and Sara Schreibman
Larry Schwartz
Melvin Segal 
Linda Seigel
Amy Seitlin

Robert and Stacey Selkin
Louis Sinkoe and Kevin Levine
Michael and Anne Sinsheimer

Eric and Lori Sklut
Ira and Stacey Slomka

Steve and Emily Snyder
Joseph and Renee Steiner

Lisa Strause Levinson
Stephanie Townsend
Jeff and Karen Turk

Ross and Amy Udoff
David and Debra Van Glish

Michael and Judie Van Glish
Liz Wahls

Mark Weintraub
Elizabeth Star Winer
Kim and Sue Worrel

Joe and Marisa Zeibert
Sam and Emily Zimmern
Bill and Angie Zimmern

Gorelick, William and Patty*
Greenspon, Stanley
Gross, Richard and Annette
Hader, Stephen and Susan
Handelsman, Neil and Sharyn
Kipnis, Robert and Nancy
Kronovet, Alan and Bernstein, Cary
Kulbersh, Jonathan and Sara
Lerner, Harry and Gloria
Lerner, Mark and Alison
Levin, Jerry and Barbara
Levine, Daniel and Leigh
Levine, Helene

Anonymous
Augustine, Pat and Amy
Baron, John and Gail
Baumstein, Michael and Meredith
Berkman, Milton and Arlene
Berman, Phil
Bernstein, Donald and Bobbi
Bernstein, Sam and Nancy
Blumenthal Foundation  
     Alan, Philip and Samuel Blumenthal 
Blumenthal, Lee
Borchardt, Michael and Lenora

Seigel, Linda
Selkin, Robert and Stacey
Sheffer, David and Julie
Silverman, Marc and Mattye
Sklut, Eric and Lori
The Leon Levine Foundation
     Leon and Sandra Levine 
Van Glish, Michael and Judie
Vitner, Mark and Amy
Winer, Brad and Liz
Worrel, Kim and Sue
Zimmern, Sam and Emily

Levine, Howard and Lerner Levine, Julie
Levinson, Hal and Holly
Luski & Associates  
    Isaac and Sonia Luski
    and Luski Family 
Michel, Gary and Jodi 
Miller, David and Risa
Newman, Ed and Jill
Osborne, Richard J.
Polsky, Larry and Dale
Raphael, Steve and Melissa
Sandler, Bernie and Susan
Schwartz, Larry

Brown, Larry and Tracy
Cohen, David I.
Cohen, Jeff and Seldin-Cohen, Judy
Cohen, Steven and Olivia
Davis, Arlene
Edelstein, Paul and Lynn
Epstein, David and Aleen
Gitlin, David and Stephanie
Goldstein, Stuart and Shari
Gorelick, Jeff and Bari
Gorelick, Rael and Gabrielle
Gorelick, Scott and Dana
Gorelick, Todd and Stacy

MAJORS DONORS: Donors who contribute  a minimum gift of $10,000 per household

*of blessed memory

*as of September 14, 2018

*of blessed memory

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE. THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

*as of September 14, 2018TOTAL ANNUAL GIVING

$3,773,950 annual campaign   

$304,831 supplemental gifts
$4,078,781*

The JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER CHARLOTTE and its beneficiary agencies would 
like to thank you, our compassionate and loyal donors, who gave so generously to the 
2018 Annual Campaign. This year, we have achieved the highest-ever level of annual giving 
-- $4,078,781* and still counting!! YES, TOGETHER OUR COMMUNITY IS POWERFUL!

We take seriously our responsibility to ensure that needs are met to create a stronger, 
more vibrant Jewish community and to foster and strengthen our connection with Jews 
here in Charlotte, Israel and around the world. On behalf of the people we help and the 
community we serve, thank you. 



ILR Lion of Judah 
$250,000 and above  
The Leon Levine Foundation 
                                               Sandra     Levine.........................390,000

Prime Minister’s Council 
$100,000 - $249,999
Sklut, Lori L.....................................170,000

Emerald Lion of Judah 
$25,000 - $35,999  
Lerner Levine, Julie........................33,500
Gorelick, Patty*................................25,000

Sapphire Lion of Judah 
$18,000 - $24,999  
Blumenthal, Lee...............................23,500
Gorelick, Stacy..................................20,000
Seigel, Linda.....................................18,194
Augustine, Amy...............................18,000

Ruby Lion of Judah
$10,000 - $17,999
Bernstein, Barbara K.......................16,500
Brown,Tracy .....................................15,000
Handelsman, Sharyn.....................14,500
Winer, Liz Star...................................14,500
Epstein, Aleen..................................11,000
Worrel, Sue........................................10,218 
Gitlin, Stephanie..............................10,200 
Baron, Gail.........................................10,000
Berkman,  Arlene.............................10,000
Davis,  Arlene.....................................10,000
Levine, Helene.................................10,000
Levinson, Holly................................10,000
Polsky, Dale.......................................10,000
Silverman, Mattye B.......................10,000
Van Glish, Judie K............................10,000

Lion of Judah 
$5,000 - $9,999  
Anonymous
August, Judy H.
Baumstein, Meredith
Bernstein, Cary
Bernstein, Nancy
Bershad, Bleema
Blau, Lisa
Borchardt, Lenora
Dawson, Amy
Ditesheim, Dana
Edelstein, Lynn
Fisher, Nicki Beth
Gordon, Toby
Gorelick, Bari
Gorelick, Carol
Gorelick, Dana
Gorelick, Marcelle
Halverstam, Jill
Hart, Bonnie F.
Jaffa, Florence
Kipnis, Nancy L.
Kosofsky, Elise
Kulbersh, Sara
Lerner, Alison R.
Lerner, Gloria
Levin, Barbara B.
Margolis, Charlotte
Michel, Jodi
Newman, Jill
Plaus, Jenny
Pransky, Baila
Raghavan, Judy
Raphael, Melissa
Rounds, Anita “Neet”
Sandler, Susan G.
Selkin, Stacey
Shapiro, Anita S.
Strause Levinson, Lisa
Suris, Shana
Vitner, Amy
Zimmern, Emily

Pomegranate Society
$1,800 - $4,999  
Agisim, Debbie
Anonymous
Balick, Jill R.
Bensinger, Stephanie
Bernhardt, Glenda
Blumenthal, Jill 
Brown, Melanie
Chenkin, Suly
Dinerman, Jill
Dumas, Marcella 
Gale, Caren
Goldsmith, Blair Sklut
Goldsmith, Linda L.
Gross, Annette
Grubb, Deidre
Halperin, Lauren
Haynes, Stephanie
Hirschmann, Harriet

Pearl Society
$180 - $1,799
Abel, Ann
Abel, Janet
Ackerman, Sarah
Ackerman, Teri
Alley, Cheryl
Andrews, Amy
Andrews, Bette
Anonymous  
Baumgarten, Ann
Benjamin, Lois
Berenfeld, Andrea
Bernstein, Laura
Bienstock, Lillian
Blanco, Jeanette
Blenner, Sherry
Bottner, Ellen
Bradlow, Julie
Brodsky, Karen
Cauley Forsythe
   Law Group PLLC 
Cernyak-Spatz, Susan
Cherny, Gladys
Coen, Jena
Cojac, Lynne
Damstetter, Mary
Dasteel, Lisa
DeLoach, Amy
Felt, Emily
Fox, Nadine
Frank, Shirley
Gartner, Peggy
Gelber-Beechler, Edie
Gentile, Paula
Goldberg, Ruth
Golynsky, Jennifer
Greenman , Susan
Greenspon, Roslyn
Guller, Barbara
Gunsher, Susan
Handler, Lori
Hoody-Russell, Emily
Hopkins, Vicki
Huber, Jeanne
Jackson, Tamika
Johnson, Chelsea
Kabat, Andrea
Kaller, Judy
Kantor, Louise
Kaplan, Marcia
Kaplan, Sis
Karp, Arlene*
Kaufmann, Judy
Klass, Dusty
Klein, Paula
Kraus, Marilyn
Kronovet, Gail
Krusch, Claire
Kurti, Esther
Kushner, Laya
Langman, Ann
Lash, Carole
Lebet, Edith
Lefkof, Amy

2018 WOMEN’S DONOR LIST Hollander, Andrea
Horwitz, Christy
Kirschner, Joan
Lachow-Blumberg, Sharon
Lavitt, Julie
Levi, Michelle
Levine, Jayme B.
Littauer, Sue
Luski, Sonia
Menaker, Elise K.
Milgrim, Laura
Muns, Lindsay
Nevid, Elyse
Pake, Wendy
Patterson, Cyndee
Porter, Debbie
Ransenberg, Karen
Rosen, Elizabeth J. 
Rosenthal, Jenny
Rotberg, Heidi L.
Rousso, Lyba
Schanzlin, Stacey
Schindler, Judy
Schorr, Jane
Schreibman, Sara
Sheffer, Lynne
Sherman, Lauren
Spector, Rachel
Stern, Barbara
Stiefel, Lorin Silverman
Tangalos, Bonnie
Udoff, Amy
Valenstein, Ellie L.
Van Glish, Debra
Vogel, Lisa
Wilson, Bonnie
Zander, Rachel 

Ilan Ramon Society 
New Gifts  
Altschuler, Sandy
Bagli, Leia
Barer, Michele
Beattie, Terri
Bensinger, Stephanie
Bershad, Bleema
Broads, Marsha
Buller, Lillian
Carney, Eliza
Chanland, Danielle
Clare, Cynthia
Cronson, Deena
Davis, Laurie
Davis, Sarah
Doty, Michele
Filkoff, Roselle
Firestone, Lisa
Fish, Alexis
Fox, Marlo
Gorkin, Devorah
Handy, Sandra
Hersch, Melanie
Hollander, Andrea
Kaplan, Sarah
Karro, Barbara
Kornsgold,  Helene
Koss, Jennifer
Kreitman, Stephanie
Kronovet, Zoe
Lefitz, Alex
Leibold, Rachel
Lipow, Michele
Madsen, Jill
Marmor, Jan
Masingo, Leslie
McDaniel, Monica
Miller, Charlotte
Muns, Lindsay
Naman, Liz
Novick, Amy
Perrin, Lauren
Phillips, Wendy
Price, Jacklynn
Ren,  Elizabeth
Renaldo, Claire
Resnick, Melanie
Rose, Jan
Sherman, Lauren
Sherman, Rhoda
Sidoti, Lana
Siegel, Brooke
Spatz, Renee
Spector, Sharon
Stern, Barbara
Sternstein,  Carole
Stone, Carolyn
Sussman, Lauren
Topol, Casey
Udoff, Amy
Van Glish, Debra
Watson, Estee
Zachary, Sally
Zeibert, Marisa

Silverstein, Marc
Stolar, Richard
Sweet, Richard S.
Wallas, Jonathan P.
Warshauer, Tom
Weisblat, Howard
Wise, Stephen
Yesowitch, Brian

Chaverim (Friends) 
$1 - $99
Abraham, Benjamin
Allweil, Jack
Anonymous
Bagdan, William
Bennett, Monty
Bockenek, Joshua A.
Brandt, Neal
Brown, Evan
Chase, Ira
Cormack, Ryan
Deitchman, Rick
Domashevskiy, Anatoliy
Eggert, Jeffrey
Fish, Benjamin
Freiberg, Joe
Friedman, Robert
Gellman, Burton
Greenberg, Daryl
Hirschl, Matt
Johnson, Phillip
Kahn, Sherman
Kanner, Landon
Katowitz, Harvey
Kutcher, Justin
Labovitz, Mel
Mandell, Ross A.
Moskowitz, Will
Ormand, Mitch
Ostrow, Steven
Parton, Jay
Pearlman, Joseph
Perlman, David
Polizzi, Chris
Rauch, Marshall
Richman, Matthew
Rotchild, Hagay
Rousso, Michael
Safran, Joel
Schrader, Joseph R.
Schrader, Robert
Sherbal, Barry
Simmons, Richard
Stanton, Daniel
Stone, John
Townsend, Dennis
Wallach, Chip
Wallens, Peter
Weinberg, Michael
Weiss, Robert

Ilan Ramon Society 
New Gifts
Anonymous 
Benjamin, Daniel
Brackett, Joseph
Cohanpour, Daniel
Flitton, Adam
Freeman, Dan
Gordon, Barry
Halperin, Jeffrey
Larick, Robert
Levinson, Lucky
Lieberman , Jesse
Lopez, Fernando
Mandell, Adam
Morse, Herb
Nathan, James
Neisler, David
Peitzman, Chuck
Pressberg, Jason
Rogat, Al
Rose, Edward
Rubin, Ari
Spevak, Ernest
Weinberger, Roy
Wernikoff, Alex
Wicentowski, Robert
Wolf, Robert

A NOTE TO 
OUR DONORS:

You deserve
 to be properly

and accuarating 
recognized.

If you find an error 
in your listing, please 

contact 
our office at 

704.944.6757.

* deceased

Chaverim (Friends) 
$1 - $99 
Amato, Yvonne
Anonymous
Aronson, Sylvia
Baer, Maddy
Barbee, Lynne
Beeri, Limor
Berlin, Kathy
Berman, Bonnie
Biller, Irina
Borgenicht, Audry
Brandt, Felicia
Braverman, Gabrielle
Brodie, Maureen
Brooks-Lemkin, Gail
Bursch, Karen
Carr, Caren
Cassell, Julie
Chatham, Emily
Cochran, Allyson
Cohen, Laureen
Cohen, Lesley
Cooper, Andrea
Dabak, Linda
Darienzo, Beverly
Davis, Rachel
Degros, Annie
Diamond, Megan
Doliner, Lila
Dubroff, Marjorie
Dunn, Arlene
Felner, Amy
Fine, Amy
Fischer, Sandy
Fishman, Jackie
Gargano, Vicki
Garner, Stephanie
Gelber, Loren
Gelfand, Carole
Gersh, Laurie
Glass, Nancy
Goldstein, Margi
Greenberg, Beverly
Grey, Anita
Haloulos, Tahis
Halperin, Charlotte
Hargus, Maxine
Hart, Michele
Haynes, Annette
Helman, Barbara
Helms, Emily
Helton, Rachel
Herman, Barbara
Hochberg, Cheryl
Hoffman-Shure, Susan
Houston, Joy
Jayson, Irene
Kahan, Marci
Kalik, Alyson
Katz, Lita
Katz, Sharon
Kavadlo, Alice M.
Kugelmass, Sharon P.
Labovitz, Karen
Langbert, Barbara
Leavitt, Robin
Lebold, Marcia
Ledyard, Shoon
Lerner, Randee
Levin, Betty
Lieberman, Mona
Lipman, Helen
Macioge, Beth
Marsh, Karen
Marx, Lenore G.
Marx, Lisa
Maurice, Beverly
McCleary, Andrea
McManus, Peggy
Melnicoff, Ruth F.
Milgrim, Debbie
Millen, Elaine
Miller, Eleanor
Miller, Elinor
Miller, Emi
Moats, Jean E.
Moskowitz, Harper
Moskowitz, Stacy
Murchison, Gail
Myers, Ellen
Nameroff, Evelyn
Neale, Marcy
Osovski, Yael
Persson, Angie
Richman, Lisa
Richman, Sarah

Shomrim (Guardians)
$100 - $179
Bamford, Rebecca
Beiser, Amy
Bograd, Roberta
Boyd, Sharon
Bramson, Bernice
Breiding, Laura
Cooper, Barbara
Coplon, Dorothy
Crown, Pamela
Dermack, Ellen
Emery, Diane
Feldman, Sandra
Frank, Mimi
Freedman, Marissa
Freeston, Leigh Anne
Friend, Sandra
Gleiberman, Rhoda
Goldberg, Resa
Goldman, Judy
Goldsmith, Dedee
Gordan, Mary
Gordon, Nadine
Grifenhagen, Gloria
Gunsher, Anna
Hooven, Brandi
Karacaova, Rona
Klein, Carol
Koenigsberg, Melinda
Lampert, Marcia
Lederer, Dale
Lind, Claire
Lindner, Faylinda
Marshall, Karen
Milner, Susan
Ochs, Kathryn
Perlin, Harriet
Rizzo, Julie
Rosen, Pamela
Rosenfeld, Marisa
Rothkopf, Mary
Scheer, Marsha
Solomon, Marcia
Sperry, Jennifer
Stein, Maddy
Turk, Eleanor
Vogel, Gail
Walter, Lauren

Riss, Debbie
Ritter, Carol A.
Roberts, Jodi
Rock, Marie
Roode, Karen
Rose, Nina
Rubin, Lenore
Salam, Dianne
Scher, Dorothy
Schirok, Terry
Schrader, Sally
Schuler, Fran
Schwartz, Marge
Shapiro-Rieke, Daisy
Shub, Toni
Sigal, Margie
Smolen, Betty
Snitz, Ginger 
Solomon, Carol
Squires, Wendy
Stanton, Ruth
Stinemetz, Sara
Stoner, Barbara
Sutker, Renee
Sztarkman, Helen
Tanenbaum, Kara
Taylor, Lesley
Trapani, Lori
Tyndall, Amy
Van Glish, Melissa
Wallsh, Bonnie
Weiner, Jordana
Weiner, Rebecca
Williams, Virginia
Wise, Andrea
Wolf, Nora
Yudell, Nancy

Lefkowitz, Janet
Levine, Alyssa
Levy, Janet
Levy, Linda
Lewis, Natalie
Lipsitz, Penny
Lopez, Emily
Luski, Frances
Madans, Audrey
Martin, Cheri
Menaker, Tamera
Miller, Charlotte
Mond, Staci
Morris, Michelle
Moskowitz, Marnie
Norman, Judith
Nove, Eva
Osborne, Gale
Parker, Vicki
Pawlyk, Shelley
Peck, Adina
Plepler, Claudia
Radiloff, Mona
Raffler, Dena
Rein, Barbara
Rodgers, Roberta
Romanoff, Nancy
Rosenthal, Pearl
Roth, Terri
Rousso, Heather
Ruff, Ellen
Schwartz, Eileen
Seigel, Tammy
Seldin, Rachel
Shapiro, Dorothy
Sklut, Barbara
Sosnik, Carolyn
Spangenthal, Cheryl
Steiner, Renee
Stickler, Marsha
Straz, Berta
Sweet, Arlene
Tache, Julie
Tanenbaum, Linda
Timperio, Haley
Torcellini, Patty
Travis, Irene
Usadi, Rebecca
Warth, Diana
Weinstock, Harriet
Wilson, Kelly Ann
Wojnowich, Lori
Zander, Berry

Weinstein, Sandra
Wieder, Joan
Wilkoff, Margaret
Woodman, Ilene
Zimmerman, Melissa
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Turk, Jeff and Karen
Weiner, Ronald and Janice
Weinrib, Nick and Cathleen
Wernikoff, Stuart and Erin

Menachem Begin  Society 
$1,000 -  $1,799  
Anonymous 
Batt, Sam and Rubina
Belinkie, David and Pam
Benson, Douglas and Tara
Brackis, Jonathan and Anne
Capps, Earl and Greta
Cigler, Michael and Jordan
Cohen, Michael and Mollie
Collins, Kenneth and Mary
Collman, Jonathan and Jennifer
Cooper, Ivan and Roz
Couchenour, Brad and Rachel
Cronson, George and Andrea
Cronson, Harry and Ruth
Culbreth, Charles and Toba
Denenberg, Michael and Elaine
Dermack, Andrew and Julie
Ezarsky, Barry and Mary Ellen
Feit, Seth and Carrie
Fellman, Herb and Sinai, Laura
Fisher, Jonathan and Julie
Freedman, Mark and Debbie
Gaines, Roger and Kelly
Glaser, Rick and Reich, Ellen
Golembe, Barry and Trish
Golynsky, Leon and Jennifer
Greene, Adam and Nicky
Greene, Rick and Donna
Greenspon, Burt and Donna
Grubb, Clay and Deidre
Grunwald, Michael and Ren, Liz
Hennes, Michael and Wendy
Hennes, Neil and Susan
Jervis, Wheeler and Lisa
Kadis, Jeffrey and Shauna
Klein, Robert and Moira
LaRowe, Bruce and 
     Strauss-LaRowe, Anita
Levine, Miles and Debbie
Levinson, Jack and Alison
Lord, Harrison and Annie
Maniloff, Gary and Karen
Mathless, Gabe and Stephanie
Naman, Jeremy and Liz
Neuwirth, Zeev and 
     Davidson, Lisa
Pesakoff, Lee and Diggie
Pharr, Robert and Lisa
Powell, Stephen and Penni
Roochvarg , Elias and Linda
Rosen, Mark and Helene
Rubin, Ilya and Chantal
Rusgo, Edwin and Leslie
Schilian, Marc and Jodi
Shapiro, Harold and Patricia
Simon, Jon and Stephanie
Teich, Steven and Chipps, Esther
Titlebaum, Marc andCheri
Townsend, Ronald and Renee
Van Glish, David and Debra
Warshauer, Phil and Beth
Williams, Chris and Marcie
Ycaza, Fernando and Courtney
Zaidman, Jeff and Amanda

Bonim (Builders) 
$365 - $999   
Alexander, Aaron and Liza
Althofer, Eric and Lauren
Amo, Anthony and Brooke
Anonymous 
Aron, Alan and Madeline
Ballard, Dave and Kim
Bantit, Stuart and Ellie
Baum, Allen and Stacy
Benjamin, Aaron and Tania
Benson, Benjamin and Tiz
Bernanke, Seth and 
     Goldberg, Ellen
Birenbaum, Marc and Jana
Box, John and Shari
Cohen, Andrew and Tamara
Cohen, Stuart and Jodi
Dippold, John and Talli
Doline, Robert and Stacy
Dranove, Jason and Rebecca
Ecker, Robert and Christine
Fisher, Lewis and Janice
Fosnaugh, Adam and 
     Roginsky, Rina
Frankenberg, Brett and Sara
Friedman, Jonathan and Rachel
Friedman, Steven and Lisa 
Goldfarb, Dana and Leslie
Goldman, Jeff and Beth

Coates, Richard and Judith
Coen, Stephen and Susan
Cohen, David and Bridget
Cohen, Jeffrey and Marsha
Cohen, Mark and Paige
Cohen, Ron and Jessica
Cole, Mark and Samantha
Collin, Charles and Terri 
Cooper, Micah and Alicia
Culp, Brandon and Kara
Cygielman, David and Myka
Cyzner, Ronnie and Lisa
Daitch, Matthew and Jessica
Davis, Michael and Eileen
DeGroot, David and Donna
Delfiner, David and Nancy
Dennis, Patrick and Laurie
Deutsch, Lance and Lenore
Diamond, Lee and Jane
DiDonato, Mark and Ariel
DiPaolo, George and Stephanie
Drechsel, Robin and Rebecca
Duller, James and Melissa
Edwards, Eddie and Kim
Effren, Donald and Sheryl
Elliott, Marc and Monique
Epstein, Mark and Kelly
Eshet, Nachum and Mary
Estroff, Simon and Susan
Ezring, Murray and Barbara
Fargian, Shai and Sharon
Felder, Alec and Nancy
Felson, Michael and Marilyn
Fermaglich, Michael and Lauren
Fine, Steve and Nancy
Fischer, Danny and Fayne
Fischer, Joal and 
     Langsam, Deborah
Foster, Timothy and Jacinda
Fox, Dale and Lyn
Fox, Leonard and Karen
Frank, Alain and Afflerbach, Audrey
Frank, Steve and Barbara
Freeman, Jeff and Betsy
Freiberg, Richard and Miriam
Frumkin, Brian and Louise
Garfinkle, Stephen and Lisa
Gartner, Geoffrey and Meredith
Geller, Lee and Wendy
Gerrard, David and Sheryl
Glauberman, Viktor and Julia
Glazer, Howard and Merridith
Glick, Chuck and Dayle
Gold, Mickey and Dawn
Goldstein, Craig and Michal
Gonedes, Andrew and Jaime
Good, Mark and Nancy
Goodman, Barry and Michelle
Goozner, Alan and Bradley, Terry
Goretsky, Michael and Sharon
Grainada Builders, Inc.
Green, Harris and Billie
Groner, Yossef and Mariashi
Gross, Ted and Susie
Grossman, Steve and Magdalena
Hahn, Andrew and Sheryl
Hamilton, Chris and Liz
Hankin, Rock and Lisa
Hargett, Dale and Cathy
Harr, Graig and Samantha
Hellinger, Solomon and Mary
Herbstman, Donald and Shevi
Herman, Gerald and Ronni
Herson, Matt and Jane
Hirsch, Darren and Andrea
Hirschmann, June and Paul
Hitt, Brian and Deborah
Hoagland, Steven and Sandy
Hochberg, Alan and Sari
Hooker, William and Judith
Hubara, Ofer and Tara
Husney, Martin and Roz
James, Richard and Terri
Jampol, Steve and Pat
Jennes, Marlin and Cindy
Jewel, Gerald and Lisa
Kanofsky, Robert and Camille
Kaplan, Joel and Amanda
Kaplan, Morton and Mary
Karlin, Jon and Teri
Karp, Austin and Marissa
Karp, Nils and Carol
Katz, Seth and Crystal
Katz, Peter and Erica
Keeling, John and Kelly
Kent, Eric and Susan
Kirchenbaum, Brad and Michelle
Kirsch, Ivan and Carolin
Klibanova, Michael and Vera
Klirs, Elisha and Tracy
Kolodny, Scott and Chrysanthe
Korman, Michael and Phyllis

2018 FAMILY DONOR LIST

Theodore Herzl Society
$5,000 - $9,999 
Anonymous
Baldwin, Kirsten and Steinschriber, Justin
Catenazzo, David and Suzy
Garfinkel, Steven and Darcy
Lerner, Eric and Susan
Lerner, Gary and Donna
Levy, Adam and Kimberly
Menaker, Scott and Pam
Menaker, Steve and Polly
Miller, David and Judy
Nalibotsky, Albert and Janice
Patten, Floyd and Brenda 
Philipson, Stephen and Laura
Shelton Gorelick Family Foundation
     in memory of Shelton Gorelick
Silver, Milton and Karen
Singer, Stuart and Teresa
Slomka, Ira and Stacey
Stein, Bob and Maxine
The Swimmer Family 
Wasser, Steven and Linda
Zimmern, Bill and Angie

Abraham and Sarah Society 
$3,600 - $4,999
Anonymous 
Golder, Kenneth and Tammy
Goodman, Scott and Rebecca
Jackowitz, Ken and Lori
Kosofsky, Jaime and Elise
Laxer, Eric and Judy
Levin, Ross and Jennifer
Levinson, Peter and Cynthia 
Spiegler, Jason and Karen

King David Society
$25,000 - $99,999   
Miller, David and Risa..............................................36,018
Anonymous...........................................................25,000

Joshua Society
$10,000 - $24,999
Cohen, Jeff and Seldin-Cohen, Judy..................18,000
Berkman, Milton and Arlene.................................10,000
Cohen, Steven and Olivia.......................................10,000
Goldstein, Stuart and Shari...................................10,000
Gorelick, Rael and Gabrielle..................................10,000
Hader, Stephen and Susan ...................................10,000
Levine, Daniel and Leigh.......................................10,000
Michel, Gary and Jodi..............................................10,000
Sheffer, David and Julie..........................................10,000

Yitzhak Rabin Society 
$1,800 - $3,599   
Abrams, Scott and Shari
Anonymous  
Berger, Jonathan and Tess
Bernstein, Andrew and Elka
Bierer, Jeff and Lee
Brenner, Saul and Martha
Cohen, Bruce and Elizabeth
Cohen, Joel and Paulette
Davis, Robert and Elizabeth
Fishkin, Glenn and Roni
Fligel, Scott and Sarah
Fligel, Stuart and Ellen
Gerger, Zach and Pili
Goldstein, Slade and Stacey
Greenwald, Josh and Jodi
Gromet, Matthew and Schultz, Phyllis
Hennes, Stuart and Carolyn
House, Jacob and Betsy
Isser, Robert and Linda
Kahn, Ronald and Kutchei, Dalya
Kapustin, Andrew and Dana
Katzman, Craig and Cindy
Kelso, II, William and Marcie
Klarberg, Dov and Keren
Klemons, Barry and Lorrie
Levine, Jonathan and June
Levine, Joshua and Elissa
Marshall, Barry and Linda
Marx, Eugene and Amy
Mesoznik, Adrian and Andrea
Oxman, Allan and Marcelle
Pizer, Edward and Debora
Rimler, Lee and Irena
Rosen, Andrew and Jennifer
Schapiro, Gerald and Barbara
Schwartz, Jared and Diane
Schwartz, Jason and Jennifer
Schwartz, Zack and Rose, Sara
Simon, Paul and Marcia
Sinkoe, Louis and Levine, Kevin
Sinsheimer, Michael and Anne
Stern, Kenneth and Marcia
Stone, Ryan and Sivonne
Strause, Leonard and Judi
Taback, Adam and Robin

Goldman, Steven and Talia
Goldstein, Matthew and 
     Morganstein, Barrie
Goldstein, Shelton and Ellen
Gottheim, Alan and Merle
Granow, Robert and Nanci
Greenblatt , Barry and Karen
Greenfield, Sam and Abbe 
Hirschman, Joel and Sandra
Hockfield, Steven and Sharon
Iagnocco, Michael and Jodie
Jacobs, Kurt and Marcie
Kahn, Brian and Raizel
Kanterman, Edward and Susan
Kaplan, Gary and 
     Miles-Kaplan, Laura
Keller, Joe and Marguerite
Klipper, Harvey and Barbara
Knight, Asher and Bonnheim, Ana
Koss, Michael and Jennifer
Kunkes, Glenn and Ellie
Kushner, Howard and Mary Jean
Kweskin, Joel and Wendy
Levinson, Dan and Stacy
Lewin, Marc and Laura
Lindner, Andrew and Gwendolyn
Liss, Donald and Ellice
London, Richard and Marianne
Manoim, Albert and Inna
Marco, Leonard and Judy
Massachi, Jon and Dina
Mogilevsky, Mikhail and Alla
McManus, Mark and Cindy
Mond, Darren and Staci
Mond, Jered and Elizabeth
Montoni, Jeff and Amy
Moore, Matthew and 
     Thomas, Mary
Musa, Greg and Margaret
Natt, Alec and Jo Ann
Newman, Michael and Jennifer
Nicholson, Torey and Kendall
Nussbaum, Tzvi and Lauren
Orland, Paul and Gwen
Pearlman, Guy and Audrey
Perlmutter , Barry and Michelle
Petricoff, Adam and Wendy
Putterman, Paul and Claire
Reich, Barry and Laura
Reichard, Joel and Wendi
Rifkin, Mitchell and Tonda
Rish, Carlos and Bitar, Nayla
Rodgers, Austin and Roberta
Rosen, Douglas and Marlene
Rosen, Butch and Shirley
Schneider, George and Lois
Seitlin, Lawrence and Stephanie
Serbin, Richard and Francie
Shem-Avi, Yossi and Surratt, Cathy
Silton, Richard and Debbie
Silverman, Richard and Janis
Sokolowicz, Marc and Shari
Stark, Philip and Lauren
Stern, Jeffrey and Rebecca
Stoll, Robert and Joyce
Sussman, Alan and Denise
Turtletaub, Harold and Cynthia
Turtz, Evan and Brenda
Vogelhut, Mark and Rhea
Voncannon, Bob and Zelda
Weiss, Evan and Debby
Willenzik, Rick and Marci
Wisotsky, Eric and Joanna
Wojnowich, Marc and Kim
Wolff III, Charles and Karen
Yaffe, Michael and Nancy
Zeibert, Joe and Marisa

Shomrim (Guardians)
$100 - $364   
Aaron, Nelson and Carol
Abroms, Robert and Susan
Anonymous 
Baron, Jeff and Melanie
Baumgarten, Michael and Meryl
Becker, Alan and Lillian
Ben Shabat, Miro and Naama
Berliner, Adam and Shannon
Bernhardt, Robert and Barbara
Bigger, Jr., Richard and Margaret
Block, David and Debby
Bornstein, David and Bonnie
Brooks, Adam and Marissa
Brown, Justin and Rachel
Brown, Matthew and Margie
Bruck, Hyman and Susan
Callif, Marvin and Sera
Cantor, David and Janice
Cantor, Sheldon and Lauren
Chernotsky, Harry and Elaine
Choffin, Matthew and Amy
Cline, Scott and Printz, Lara

Krause, Uri and Etti
Krusch, David and Jaime
Kugel, David and Ronnie
Kushner, Gary and 
     Travis-Kushner, Laurie
Kwiatkowski, Bill and 
     Bamford, Michelle
Lahn, Jon and Jennifer
Lawrence, Jared and Elizabeth 
Lecker, David and Judi 
Leibman, Lawrence and Shelley
Lepow, Steve and Linda
Levin, Binyamin and Ilana
Levin, David and Brenda
Levin, Yisrael and Leah
Levine, Brandon and Renee
Levine, Eric and Nancy
Levine, Peter and Yvonne
Lewis, Bob and Sandra
Lidz, Robert and Inta
Liebstein, Bennett and Marjorie
Linch, Mark and Braun, Nancy
Lipson, Rick and Ellen
Liss, Ronald and Frances
Livchin, Eugene and Serafima
Loewensteiner, Joshua and Adina
Lord, Richard and Nikki
Malkin, Steve and Sandra
Malter, Ira and Nathalie
Malton, Mark and Roberta
Mandell, Joel and Ellen
Mann, Alan and Pearl
Markiewitz, Robert and Kelly
Martin, Curtis and Ilana
McGinley, Michael and Robbie
Meier, Daniel and Susie
Minchew, Ed and Jo
Minchew, Matt and Summer
Multer, Martin and Elsa
Neumann, Howard and Vicki
Nichols, Matthew and 
     Burton-Nichols, Katrina
Nordan, Phillip and Dianne
Norman, Michael and Judith
Orenbach, Ken and Sydor, Chris
Oringel, Joe and Susie
Oudmayer, Arthur and Nadine
Pearce, Ted and Mindy
Pesakoff, Bobby and Beth
Peter, Alexander and Zielinski, Sigrid
Philpott, Ben and Mae
Pinion, George and Jody
Plotkin, Marc and Laine
Poler, Milton and Gene
Pollack, Matthew and Rebecca
Polsky, Jonathan and
     Lindenbaum, Joanna
Post, Jonny and Libby
Rabiner, Ed and Ruth
Rabinowitz, Michael and Cheryl
Raznick, Alan and Jan
Reif, Michael and Susan
Rippner, Ronald and Megan
Robins, Dennis and Gina
Rogelberg, Steven and Sandra
Rogovin, Tina and Rick 
Rose, Nicholas and Leigh
Rose, Peter and Monica
Rose, Stanley and Louise
Rosenberger, Adam and Sari
Rosenfeld, Marshall and Barbara
Rosewater, Jim and Amy
Ruda, Dan and Toby
Russ, Donald and Frances
Safir, Jay and Amy
Salam, Scott and Heather
Samarel, Matt and Fran 
Sass, Kenneth and Lynn
Schefflin, Marty and Elaine
Schewitz, Clive and Andrea
Schneider, Paul and Cathy
Schneiderman, Michael and Anna
Schreibman, Philip and Renee
Schwartz, Alan and Bette
Schwartz, Chris and Alexis
Schwartz, Jeffrey and Marsi
Schwartz, Tyson and Susan
Segal, Richard and Malia
Seidler, Howard and Andrea
Sepkowitz , Warren and Mary Lynn
Serbin, Scott and Candice
Sherman, Allen and Savod, Suzy
Sherman, Eric and Linda
Shields, Michael and Jaquie
Siegel, Brian and Meri
Simon, Murray and Linda
Smith, Thomas and Ruth Ann
Solender, Michael and 
     Meetz, Harriet
Sorell, Vali and Kim
Sparks, Harry and Laurie
Steinman, Norman and Jean
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CORPORATE MATCHING GIFTS
The Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte wishes to thank the following companies 

for matching their employee gifts in support of the 2018 Annual Campaign:

Ally Bank
American Endowment Foundation

Bank of America
Barings, LLC

Foundation For The Carolinas 
Microsoft
UBS
United Technologies

Supplemental Giving provides customized giving opportunities over 
and above Annual Campaign gifts, enabling donors to maximize 

their giving potential and fulfill their philanthropic goals.  
In 2018, Supplemental Giving totaled $304,831

SPONSORS AND SUPPLEMENTAL GIFTS

In addition, we thank the following donors who augmented our campaign 
through their generous matching gifts totaling $63,000.

The Leon Levine Foundation
     Leon and Sandra Levine............................................................Levine Leap Matching Gift

Larry Schwartz  .........................................................................................Campaign Matching Gift

Bernstein Leadership Group.........................................Donald and Barbara K. Bernstein 

Birthright Israel..........................................................................The Leon Levine Foundation 

Blumenthal Educator Resource Center.....................................Blumenthal Foundation

CBI LU40 Program.............................................................................Steve and Olivia Cohen 

Donations for Israel.................................................................................................Anonymous 

Gorelick Teens to Israel.................................................................................. William Gorelick 

Impact Fund.............................................................................................Larry and Dale Polsky

Impact Fund........................................................................................Blumenthal Foundation

Jewish Community Refugee Initative...........................................................David I. Cohen

PJ Library..................................................................................Harold Grinspoon Foundation 

PJ Library...............................................................................Jewish Council of Lake Norman 

PJ Library.........................................................................................................Brad and Liz Winer 

PJ Carolina Connectors.......................................................Harold Grinspoon Foundation

Women’s Philanthropy............................................................Carolina Facial Plastics PLLC

Center for Jewish Education Children’s Room Campaign

Center for Jewish Education Friends Campagin

“All Jews are responsible for one another”
                    - Parashat Behar Bechukotai

כל ישראל ערבים זה לזה

WWW.JEWISHCHARLOTTE.ORG

Chaverim (Friends) 
$1 - $99   
Abramsky, Sidney and Pearl
Adamo, Joe and Nancy
Ader, Harris and Fogel, Maggie
Adler, Robert and Marina
Aizenman, Benjamin and Susan
Aizenman, Haim and Iris
Andrews, Marc and Amy
Anonymous  
Auron, Marshal and Kathy
Avraham, Tamir and Patricia
Bahl, Dheeraj and Sharma, Atika
Bass, Ira and Linda
Berendt, Larry and Rachel
Berger, Jeff and Helene
Berman, Adam and Ivy
Berman, Robert and Nancy
Birnberg, Todd and Donna
Bitton, Michael and Lauren
Bloom, Mark and Nan
Bock, Thomas and Tahseen
Braverman, Howard and Mollie
Brock, Ginger and Boone, Katie 
Brown, David and Susan
Campbell, David and Rachel
Carney, Richard and Eliza
Carney, Bill and Rochelle
Cheng-Hsiang, Jerry and 
     Yin, Emily
Coen, Andrew and Lily
Cohen, Aaron and Marsha
Cohen, Brian and Sonia
Cohen, David and Rachel
Cohen, Geoffrey and Janine
Cohen, Harvey and Yolanda
Cohen, Jacob and Betty 
Cohen, Shlomo and Yiska
Dale, Richard and Ellen
David, Daniel and Rosie
Dillhyon, Michael and Ilene
Dinkin, Andy and Leslie
Dropkin, Dave and Kathe
Eisberg, Stewart and Arlyne
Emery, Brian and Marla
Engelhardt, Steven and Ellen
Fernbach, Don and Renie
Flash, Michael and Renee
Fuerstman, Jacob and Hunter
Gabrieli, Haim and Sylvia
Gamlin, David and Andrea
Garten, Albert and Phyllis
Gitlitz, Jerry and Amanda
Goldberg, Phil and Marci
Goldberg, Sam and Barbara
Goldfarb, Barry and Janet
Goldman, Yaron and Sandra
Goldstein, Erin and 
     Vestal, Amanda
Golembe, Brett and Nena
Golub, Neal and Joy
Gordon, Jason and Doris
Gordon, Michael and Heidi
Gran, Marc and Melissa
Groner, Bentzion and Rochel
Groner, Mordechai and Chaya
Grossman, Jack and Kristi
Gudkov, Alexander and
     Matreycheva, Elena
Hackman, Allen and Shari
Hampton, Ron and Janet
Hendler, Marvin and Marlene
Hochman, Michael and
     Mannelin-Hochman, Rachel

Shomrim (Guardians)
$100 - $364
Blau, Benjamin

Chaverim (Friends)
$1 - $99  
Baumstein, Jacob
Baumstein, Sam
Blau, Kate
Spiegler, Sarina
Tamarkin, Samira

2018 CHILDREN’S DONOR LIST

* deceased

Ilan Ramon Society
New Gifts
Lopez, Sofia
Pressberg, Ethan
Pressberg, Logan
Spiegler, Benjamin
Spiegler, Ethan
Tamarkin, Asher

Houser, Lindsey and Alison
Hudson, Jeremy and Andrea
Hyman, David and Brigitte
Jackson, Jeff and Marisa
Jacobs, Julian and 
     Sherman, Janna
Jaffa, Brooks and Rupal
Josipovich, Nir and Julie
Kaplan, Andrew and Laurie
Kaplan, Jonathan and Jennifer
Katz, Ken and Kimberly
Kelly, Chris and Dubey, Marissa
Ketover, Craig and Susie
Korta, Luke and Amy
Kosofsky, Zack and Busman, Tara
Lamparello, Andrew and Amy
Lauer, Harvey and Sandra
Lederer, Eric and Tracey
Leonard, Barry and Sherri
Levine, Justin and Nicole
Levine, Zack and Shelley
Lipson, Marc and Jill
Lumelsky, Greg and Lena
Lyons, Andrew and Courtney
Malar, Glenn and Karen
Marder, Eric and Susan
Margolis, Lawrene and Sheila
Martin, Tim and Ellen
Meyer, Steve and Susan
Me-Zahav, Menahem and Malka
Milbrod, Garry and Jackie
Moore, Stephen and Debora
Moreland, Ted and Lisa
Morganstein, Mel* and Judy
Moskowitz, David and Karen
Nachshon, Amnon and Tammy
Neiss, Aaron and Allison
Neumann, Rodd and Marissa
O'Brien, Edward and Lisa
Olinger, Scott and Betsy
Para, Chris and Jody
Paul, Frank and Ruth
Pepper, Steve and Marsha
Pernick, Jeffrey and Katy
Phillips, Stephen and Barbara
Polk, Sam and Aileen
Pollack, Nicholas and Martha
Reider, Scott and
     Ordan-Reider, Matti
Resnik, Alan and Ana
Richeson, Adam and Melissa
Rocha, Frankin and Carrie
Rosen, Morrie and Phyllis
Rosenberg, Leroy and Cheryl
Rothberg, Jeffrey and Robin
Rubin, Brian and Laura
Saxe, Allen and Jessica
Schoenbrun, Scott and Diane
Shakhnovich, Vladimir and Nonna
Shaw, Jonathan and Bonnie
Shraga, Jonathan and Barbara
Shubin, Alan and Janice
Siegel, Robert and Carol
Skodnick, Joel and Mary
Slonim, Mark and Lisa
Snyder, Scott and Amy
Solar, David and Sara
Stein, Eric and Laura
Stein, Michael and Tal
Stein, Michael and Janna
Stone, Arnie and Helaine 
Tal, Doron and Jennifer
Tannenbaum, Perry and Sue
Thrope, David and Beth
Turtletaub, Philip and Diana
Vorst, Menachem and Rochele
Wadsworth, James and Shirlee
Waufle, Erik and Beth
Weinberg, Herman and Ellen
Weiner, Donald and Ilene
Weiner, Robert and Epstein, Carol
Weinstein, Leonard and Amy
Weinstein, Michael and 
     Curry, Kathleen
Whipkey, Dan and Faye
Zevon, Robert and Ronnie

Ilan Ramon Society
New Gift
Anonymous    
Baucom, Darius and Madeline
Baum, Michael and
     Hadary, Smadar
Charlotte Jewish Preschool  
Cobe, Russell and Mara
Cronson, Harry and Ruth
Eisenberg, Gordon and Endratni
Fox, James and Micki
Friedlander, Spencer and Nathalie
Friedman, Robert and Sara
Harkavy, Andy and Megan

Stern, Gary and Lora
Stiefel, Roger and Susan
Stier, Michael and Robin
Strunk, David and Nancy
Sugar, Jared and Jenny
Tanenbaum, Jason and Jamie
Tart, Jeremy and Shpritz, Lisa
Tepper, Harry and Kathy
Traw, Russell and Alyson
Vinnik, Michael and Michelle 
Waizman, Maor and Amy
Warshaw, David and Kathy
Weber, Richard and JoAnne
Weill, Gregory and Jessica
Weiner, Steve and Barbie
Weiss, Binyomin and Chanie
White, James and Lynda
Whitman, Scott and Dori
Wilkoff, Evan and Kimberly
Wine, Mark and Wendy
Wolkofsky, Evan and Robyn
Wolochwianski, Enrique and Tania
Wolpa, David and Sharp, Danielle
Wood, Reid and Debbie
Zaidman, Steven and Marsha

Hoffman, Joel and Jamie
Kamp, Matthew and Brandi
Lucas, Brandon and Stephanie
Needell, Jim and Katie 
Newman, Robert and Cheryl
Palash, Ross and Jillian
Portnoy, Gedahlia and Leah
Press, Dave and Laura
Richek, Jeff and Beth
Rubenstein, Dan and Leah
Rubenstein, Harry and Rebekah
Rudick, Brian and Marni
Sachs, Daniel and Randi
Schilian, Marc and Jodi
Schultz, Matthew and Kimberly
Slutsky, Brian and Dori
Snyder, Steven and Emily
Stadiem, Raymond and Rocka, Agata
Umansky, Gerald and Norma

A NOTE TO 
OUR DONORS:

You deserve to be properly
and accuarating recognized.

If you find an error 
in your listing, please 
contact our office at 

704.944.6757.

www.jewishcharlotte.org
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Why Hire a 
Salesman When
You Can Hire a
Sales Mensch?

w Free Market Analysis  w Free MEGA Open House
w Fire Me Guarantee

ANDY GRIESINGER 7042283318
www.SalesMensch.com

Dream Home Today. Dream Home Today. 
Your Home Tomorrow.Your Home Tomorrow.

By Emily Snyder
The Jewish month of Tishrei is 

traditionally a month of new be-
ginnings. We see it in our neigh-
borhoods, as children gather on 
the corner and hop on the big 
yellow school bus. We see it as 
we drive to work or school, and 
notice more cars on the road. We 
see it at home during bedtime and 
wake up — new routines and new 
schedules. We see it in our Jew-
ish lives as we get ready to say, 
L’Shana Tova to our family and 
friends. We order a round challah 
and shop for special yummy treats 
that happen only at the beginning 
of the year. 

As we welcome all our fami-
lies into the building, we see new 
beginnings too. We have 64 new 
families joining our community, 
we have 13 new staff members, 
and we even have two additional 
classrooms. September is special 
a month where our students get to 
start fresh and continue their Jew-
ish preschool journey. 

At The Charlotte Jewish Pre-
school, we look at all things 
through Jewish values. The value 
of limud, learning, is something 
we focus on all year, especially 
during the days leading up to the 
Jewish New Year. It is a time for 
learning by reflecting on our past 
year, and making goals for the 
New Year. Our students, families, 
and staff focus on limud as they 
too reflect and look forward. 

Our students are given the 
opportunity to practice limud 
through provocations set up in the 
main lobby and in the classrooms. 
Provocations provoke thoughts, 
discussions, questions, interests, 
creativity, and ideas. Over the past 
year, we have been exploring open 
ended activities that elicit creativ-
ity and individual thought, as well 
as how to set up intentional prov-
ocations. Many of our staff mem-
bers had the opportunity to attend 
the Paradigm Project Conference 
in Pennsylvania last spring, where 
experts in the field of early child-
hood education lead workshops 
that trained our teachers to be 
fluent in making the classroom 
environment and center activities 
as meaningful as possible. If you 
walk into our main lobby you will 
see an invitation for our families 
to learn about themselves and the 

coming year as they experience 
“Rosh Hashanah on a table.”

Last month, as we learned 
about Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur, we asked our students 
to notice their feelings, say “I’m 
sorry” when we make mistakes, 
reflect on the year we’ve had, and 
make goals for the year ahead. 
This year we are asking our staff 
to do the same. This month at Col-
laborative Team Planning, a time 
when age-alike teams of teachers 
get together with the Curriculum 
Coordinator to plan for the month 
of instruction, our staff members 
took time to reflect on their year, 
and think about what they would 
like to change for the year ahead. 
Using the Hillel International 
“Ask Big Questions” guide, our 
staff read a poem by Marge Piercy 
and were asked to discuss what 
images the poem conjured, what 
resonated with them, and most 
of all, what the world needs from 
them this year. 

At the end of the day, we as 
adults are no different than chil-
dren when it comes to identifying 
our feelings and challenging our-
selves to think about the future. 
It is hard to look inside ourselves 
and make big changes. While 
we may be busy running around 
classrooms setting up centers, 
typing lesson plans and imputing 
them into Himama, giving out 
nutritious snack and making sure 
they don’t interfere with any al-

lergies, and all the countless tasks 
preschool teachers do throughout 
the day, it is worth it to stop, think 
about our personal and profes-
sional lives, and make promises 
to ourselves about the upcoming 
year.Y

Learning and Reflection for All through the Holiday Season

Emily Snyder

Our school year at JPS, which 
has experienced 35% enrollment 
growth, started off with a bang, 
with many new children and staff 
members to welcome to our ev-
er-growing family. School has 
been filled with the sounds of 
children learning and playing and 
we are so excited for what this 
year has in store for them. With 
Rosh HaShanah arriving the same 
time as the new school year, we 
spent the first week of school pre-

paring by listening to the shofar, 
baking sweet round challah, and 
tasting apples and honey - yum! 
We just know that this year will 
be a sweet one.

From the JPS family to yours, 
we wish you a sweet new year.Y

A New Year Begins at JPS

Josh Rubin’s Plumbing, LLC
LICENSED  BONDED  INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Layouts for slabs  Roughin and Finish
Water Heater Repairs and Replacement

Kitchen/Bath Remodeling
Toilets, Tubs, Faucets, Sink, and Disposal 

Repairs/Replacement
~ 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE ~

NC State Lic. #29197           SC State Lic. #M110508

7045174918

Shout out to Paige 
Rabinowitz, JPS alumnus, 

who filmed and produced our 
Orientation video! Check it 

out at jpskids.org.

www.jpskids.org
www.doorsteppharmacist.com
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Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered
through representatives of Lincoln Financial Services,
member SIPC. Lincoln Financial Services and 
L2 Financial are not related. LFS1568750081116

Larry Horowitz, CLU, ChFC
L2 Financial

15720 Brixham Hall Ave., Ste 575
Charlotte, NC 28277

7046097505    larry.horowitz@skype  
www.L2financial.com

Helping in the CREATION, PRESERVATION 
& DISTRIBUTION of your Estate

The Shalom Park Freedom 
School wrapped its 8th summer 
nurturing up to 80 elementary 
school aged scholars per day. This 
six-week literacy, cultural en-
richment, and character building 
program was enhanced with field 
trips that included: Ray’s Splash 
Planet, Kate’s Skating Center, 
Shrek performance at CPCC the-
ater, Morrison Library, Levine 
Museum of the New South, bowl-
ing, Discovery Place, and Field 
Day at Providence Day School.

On-campus enrichment oppor-
tunities included performances 
and activities such as: the Char-
lotte Symphony program, Israeli 
culture, puppetry, chess, gar-
dening, swim lessons, rocketry, 
Zumba, a magician performance, 
mindfulness classes, a book fair, 
and Pippin play performance. 
A very special thank you to:

*All of our agency partners 
who provided facilities, staff 
time, and funding: Levine JCC, 
Temple Beth El, Temple Israel, 
the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Charlotte, Foundation of Shalom 
Park, the Center for Jewish Ed-
ucation, Jewish Family Services, 
and the Charlotte Jewish Day 
School.

*40 Teen Board members 
served as volunteers and men-
tors for our scholars full-time for 

a two-week period. In addition 
to volunteering, the teen board 
members were in charge of fund-
raising enough money to support 
one scholar through the six-week 
program. Many of these students 
completed the inaugural leader-
ship program as well which in-
volved nightly “homework” and 
thoughtful responses to readings 
and videos that related to their ex-
periences with the scholars.

*175 volunteers from the com-
munity helped make SPFS a suc-
cess – many of these volunteers 
were weekly reading buddies. 
Other volunteers served as field 
trip chaperones, and activity as-
sistants. Our Harambee readers 
started off each day with great 
books, engaging our scholars.

*College student Servant 
Leader Interns and our Site Co-
ordinator (Crystal Edwards) who 
are instrumental in facilitating ex-
citement with learning and com-
bating summer reading loss in our 
scholars.

*Izzy’s Catering for preparing 
breakfast and lunch for our schol-
ars to be able to learn with full 
bellies every day.

*The leadership of the SPFS 
committee Co-Chairs Margaret 
Musa and Annie Lord and all of 
their dedicated committee mem-
bers.

Would you like to become in-
volved in SPFS? Please contact 
co-chairs Margaret Musa (mmu-
sa@carolina.rr.com) or Annie 
Lord (anniehlord@gmail.com) 
for information about committee 
opportunities. Stay connected 
all year long by following up on 
Facebook (Shalom Park Freedom 
School) or visiting our website 
www.spfeedomschool.org.

Looking to make a tax deduct-
ible donation before the end of 
2018? 

If you choose to donate online, 
in the gift information section, 
please indicate you would like 
your gift to go towards the Sha-
lom Park Freedom School site:  
http://spfreedomschool.org/do-
nate-now/.
To donate by mail:

Please make checks pay-
able to Freedom School Part-
ners, Inc. Please note Shalom 
Park Freedom School in the 
memo. Then mail to Shalom Park 
Freedom School, PO Box 2612, 
Matthews, NC 28106. You may 
also drop your donation off with 
the front desk in the Levine Jew-
ish Community Center at 5007 
Providence Road in Charlotte. 
Please write “Attn: Shalom Park 
Freedom School” on the enve-
lope.Y

It’s a Wrap! Shalom Park Freedom School 
Summer 2018

Scholars holding up their favorite books.

Scholars at Field Day 2018

Scholars engaged in horticulture.

Teen Board members gather before the scholars arrive for breakfast and Ha-
rambee.

www.spfreedomschool.org/donate-now


The Charlotte Jewish News - October 2018 - Page 17

Jewish Family Services

Domestic violence occurs in 
millions of households every day, 
and a huge number of these inci-
dents go unreported. Violence in 
the home affects everyone with-
in the household, whether or not 
family members are victims of the 
abuse themselves, and it extends 
well beyond the confines of the 
home, affecting neighbors, fam-
ily, friends, coworkers, and the 
community at large. Very often, 
people in abusive relationships 
can’t or refuse to accept that they 
are victims of abuse. Particularly 
in the absence of physical abuse, 
it may be difficult to identify con-
trolling behaviors, put-downs, 
and emotional manipulation as 
the ongoing abuse that it is. 

As we try and raise awareness 
in October, Domestic Violence 
Awareness month, consider these 
national statistics:

* A woman is assaulted or 
beaten every nine seconds.

* 1 in 3 women — and 1 in 4 
men — have been in abusive rela-
tionships, and 1 in 5 women and 1 
in 7 men have faced severe phys-
ical violence.

* 20 people are abused by an 
intimate partner every minute, 
adding up to 10 million each year.

* More than 200,000 phone 
calls are placed to domestic vio-
lence hotlines every year.

Many believe that abuse does 
not happen in the Jewish commu-
nity, yet according to the largest 

survey of its kind, The Jewish 
Women’s Aid Study, one in four 
(26%) of the Jewish women and 
17% of the male respondents in-
dicated that they had been abused. 

A third of those surveyed ad-
mitted that they thought abuse 
in the Jewish community would 
not be the same as the rest of so-
ciety, but actually, the number of 
Jewish women abused is actually 
2% higher than the national aver-
age. The study looked at all sects 
across the religious spectrum, 
from very liberal to the strict Or-
thodox.  

Emma Bell, executive director 
of JWA, said: “There is a shock-
ing, unacceptable level of domes-
tic abuse in the Jewish communi-
ty and this shows that we are not 
immune. We routinely hear from 
the community that ‘surely we're 
not the same.’”

The majority of those inter-
viewed by JWA said that the vi-
olence had caused them to feel 

more distant from their religion. 
“I just felt cut off from the Jewish 
community because of all this,” 
one woman said. “And it still 
hurts.”

Domestic violence includes 
physical, psychological, finan-
cial or emotional abuse and 
can include dictating religious 
observance, withholding mon-
ey, threatening to hurt or kill, 
stalking, threatening messages, 
or belittling someone so they feel 
worthless.

It’s not easy to know what to 
do when someone you care about 
is in an abusive relationship. We 
must all do our part by abandon-
ing false beliefs, embracing a cul-
ture of safety, and supporting the 
victims we know. 

For the Jewish communi-
ty in Charlotte, Jewish Family 
Services is a primary resource 
to reach out for support and as-
sistance. JFS has staff who are 
licensed therapists, have been 
trained and certified by the North 
Carolina Coalition Against Do-
mestic Violence and are experi-
enced in responding and serving 
victims who have been abused. 
Together, we establish a plan that 
ensures the safety of the adult be-
ing abused and the children in the 
home and connects them with the 
internal and community resourc-
es needed to heal from the trauma 
they have experienced. 

No one should have to suffer 

from physical or emotional abuse. 
If you are interested in learning 
more about how you can raise 
awareness about Domestic Vio-
lence or you know someone who 
is being abused, call JFS at 704-
364-6594, or contact the 24/7 Na-
tional Domestic Violence Hotline 
at 800-799-7233.Y

Are Jews Really Victims of Domestic Violence?
Show Your 

Support and 
Wear Purple 

on October 18

charlottecountryday.org
(704) 943-4530

Open House Dates:
October 4
(Junior Kindergarten – Kindergarten)

October 11
(Junior Kindergarten – Grade 4)

November 1
(Grades 9 – 12)

Ready to learn. Ready to succeed. 
Ready for whatever life has in 
store for me. Country Day Ready.

Ready. For. 
Anything.

www.charlottecountryday.org
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Hampton Inn & Suites SouthPark at Phillips Place, 
Charlotte, NC  28210    7043195700

www.hamptonsouthpark.com

SouthPark at Phillips Place

Where Families 
Come Together

w Featuring 124 beautifully decorated guest
rooms and suites conveniently located 

in Phillips Place
w Complimentary amenities include: 

Hot breakfast, internet access,
transportation to Shalom Park

w Hospitality Suite  
w Great Room: Special rates available for

Friday night dinner

For more information, contact:
Erin.Dennis@hilton.com

Photo courtesy of ArtShots Photography 

Dining Out, 
Catering 

& Hospitality

Dining Out, 
Catering 

& Hospitality
To  advertise, contact one of our sales 

representatives: 
Jodi Valenstein, 704-609-0950     
Pam Garrison, 704-906-7034

$2 OFF
Any Purchase 
of $10 or more

with this ad

Mike Sadri
Arboretum Shopping Center

7045415099
fax: 7045415989

Only 1 coupon per transaction. 
Expires 11/30/18

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
Bette Bober from Irving and 

Lillian Bienstock
Carolyn Hennes from Gloria 

Goldberg
Karen Knoble from Lee Bier-

er, Andrea Cronson, Marnie Mos-
kowitz, Marci Willenzik, Dru 
Doutherty, Lawrence Fleishman, 
Susan Meyer, Jason and Karen 
Spiegler, Liza Wahls and David 

Weinrib, Ronald and Jan Weiner
Nate Lowensteiner from Aus-

tin, Marissa, Zev, and Oren Karp

IN MEMORY OF
Matt Sidoti to David and Suzy 

Catenazzo from David and Risa 
Miller

Susan Roen Patterson to Es-
telle Rosen from Pearl Rosenthal

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO
David and Marion Kronovet  

from Gloria Goldberg 
Gary and Donna Lerner from 

Lynn and Paul Edelstein

WISHING A FULL AND 
SPEEDY RECOVERY TO

Bonnie Natal from Leonard 
and Karen Fox Y

Donations to Jewish Family Services in 
August 2018

August 2018
Volunteers: Rick Abrams, 

Linda Babich, Ana Bonheim, 
James Bryan, Chaim Burke, Suzy 
Catenazzo, Dan Coblenz, Joelle 
Cohn, Andrea Cronson, Sheryl 
Effern, Maggie Fogel, Mel Frank, 
Rob Friedman, Neil Golub, Jen-
nifer Golynsky, Lori Jackow-
itz, Bob Jacobson, Brooks Jaffa, 
Judy Lauer, Eric Lerner, Gary 
Lerner, Matt Luftglass, Harriet 
Meetz, Frada Mozenter, Janice 
Nalibotsky, Karen Knoble, Bar-
bara Rein, Harry Rubenstein, 
Linda Safir, Fred Shporer, Janice 

Shubin, Louis Sinkoe, Mason 
Sklut, Harry Sparks, Liz Wahls, 
Amalia Warshenbrot, Jan Weiner, 
Dori Whitman, Nancy Wielunski

Meal Prep by Circle of 
Generous Hearts: Phyllis Ber-
lin, Gladys Cherny, Sara Fried-
man, Gail Green, Dona and Burt 
Greenspon, Fran and Roy Kaplan, 
Judy Kaufman, Penny Krieger, 
Shelley Leibman, Lois Mazer, 
Harriet Meetz, Fran Schluer, Ei-
leen Schwartz, Roz Snyder,  Mar-
cia Stern, Joyce Stoll, Lindsay 
Strasser, Shayna Strasser

Food Pantry Donations: Bon-

nnie Bonomo, Miriam Gold, Mr. 
and Mrs. Herbstman, Lori Jack-
owitz, Robbie McGinley, Emma 
Miller, Temple Beth El and Tem-
ple Israel Congregants, Shalom 
Park Community Gardens

Special Thanks for Contri-
butions to Rosh Hashanah Hol-
iday Bags: Suzy Catenazzo, Kar-
en Knoble and Janice Shubin for 
baking rugulah, Charlotte Jewish 
Day School students for making 
cards and apple drive, Ron Nadel 
(Golden Grains Baking Compa-
ny) for donation of challah. Y

JFS Monthly Volunteers and Donors

Youth Visions
We hope everyone had a fun 

and restful summer. We had many 
Charlotte teens take part in BBYO 
summer experiences throughout 
the summer from Wisconsin to 
Pennsylvania to Canada and Isra-
el. Two of our young leaders who 
participated in Chapter Leader-
ship Training Conference (CLTC) 
were excited to share their expe-
rience:

“This past summer I attended 

CLTC in Wisconsin. During my 
time there I developed new lead-
ership skills to bring home to my 
chapter, as well as use outside of 
BBYO. I also met over 100 new 
friends that I became super close 
with and had the best time of my 
life. CLTC was such an amazing 
experience and I wouldn’t trade 
the memories that I made for 
anything.” – Daniel Pearlman 
(10th grade)

“Upon arriving at the air-
port for CLTC in Wisconsin, 
I immediately became part of 
a family of 112 other Jewish 
teens from all over the world 
who became my best friends 
within minutes. In those 12 
days, I learned more about 
my own abilities, my role as a 
leader and my Jewish identity 
than I ever imagined I could in 
such a short amount of time. 
I was exposed to everything 
from leadership strategies to 
cultures in countries where 
my friends were from Hunga-
ry and Russia, and even got to 
participate in (and win) Mac-
cabiah. To be immersed in an 

environment surrounded by 
so many others who share my 
passions and goals allowed 
me to grow so much as an 
individual and make incredi-
ble friends. I’m eager to ap-
ply everything I gained from 
CLTC to my chapter at home 
and my life this year.” – Oliv-
ia Potier (10th grade)

We are always welcom-
ing new teens into BBYO. 
We have our new member 
weekend coming up October 
21-23 in Greensboro, NC. 
To sign up visit: https://ti-

nyurl.com/easternmitait. This is 
a great opportunity to meet Jew-
ish teens from all over VA, NC, 
SC, and GA. Teens will celebrate 
Shabbat, learn about BBYO and 
meet friends that will last a life-
time. For more information email 
lrevenson@bbyo.org or call 704-
944-6734. Y

Welcome Back to BBYO

Daniel Pearlman and a new friend.

Olivia Potier and a new friend.

www.tinyurl.com/easternmitait
www.hamptonsouthpark.com


In 2 Kings 13 in the JPS Tana-
kh 1917  - “Even while dying, El-
isha tried to advise Joash, the king 
of Israel, and said, ‘Put thy hand 
upon the bow’; and he put his 
hand upon it.” Then it describes 
how Elisha laid his hands upon 
the king’s hands and told him to: 

“‘Open the window eastward,’ 
‘Shoot’; and he shot.” Elisha tells 
the king this act was symbol-
ic of the victories he would win 
against the Arameans. In the end 
of the account, the king was told 
to take the arrows and smite the 
ground with them. He stopped 
striking the ground at three times 
instead of smiting the ground 
more. Elisha explained he would 
only be victorious three times 
now instead of five or six times. 
He was the king of Israel and fell 
short.  We make choices. We all 
fall short.       

It might be good we don’t real-
ly know how many times we may 
have stopped right before a poten-
tial victory. It might surprise many 
to hear that Michael Jordan is 
quoted saying, “I’ve missed more 
than 9,000 shots in my career. I've 
lost almost 300 games. Twen-

ty-six times, I’ve been trusted to 
take the game-winning shot and 
missed. I've failed over and over 
and over again in my life.” Thom-
as Edison said it a different way, 
“I have not failed. I’ve just found 
10,000 ways that won’t work.”   

Two witty Yiddish Proverbs 

designed to make us think, but 
smile at the same time: “If you 
ever need a helping hand you'll 
find one at the end of your arm” 
and “If you have nothing to lose, 
you can try everything.” Elie Wi-
esel said it best though, “There 
are victories of the soul and spirit. 
Sometimes, even if you lose, you 
win.”

Pictured is an ancient map of 
Israel. It looks like it was created 
after the path over land and sea 
were experienced and even imag-
ined. Instead of using someone 
else’s map, let’s try making one 
based on our own unique and spe-
cial discoveries.

Cross the border and meet up 
with some of the South Carolina 
Jewish Community’s trailblazers 
at Temple Solel at Shabbat ser-
vices 7 PM the second and fourth 
Fridays of each month. We hope 

to meet you soon in the communi-
ty room at St. Philip Neri Catho-
lic Church, 292 Munn Road, Fort 
Mill. For details, call 803-619-
9707 or visit www.templesolelsc.
org or Temple Solel SC on Face-
book.Y
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Welcome Home to Windsor Run
Announcing the grand opening of Windsor Run, Mecklenburg County’s 
most anticipated new retirement community, featuring:

Resort-style amenities including a pool and � tness center.

Stylish apartment homes for contemporary living.

Delectable dining at multiple on-site restaurants.

On-site medical center and a future continuing care neighborhood for 
your changing health care needs.

Don’t wait to learn more. Call 1-800-583-9680 for your free brochure 
or to schedule a personal visit.

12
93
31
21
-C
JN

NOW OPEN
Distinctive retirement living in Matthews.

Matthews

WindsorRunCommunity.com

Jennifer Sawyer is from Bed-
ford, VA and loves teaching at 
Hebrew High because she get to 
see so many kids she taught at 
TBE. This year, she is looking 
forward to deep, meaningful dis-
cussion and fun, hands-on activ-
ities. This will be Jenn’s second 
year teaching at Hebrew High.

Sam Swire grew up in Port-
land, OR and is in his third year 
teaching at Hebrew High. He 
loves working at Hebrew High 
because the content he covers 
challenges the teens to rethink 
what they know through a new 
lens. 

Rabbi Helene Kornsgold is 
originally from Philadelphia and 
likes being part of the students 
continued Jewish journey and is 
looking forward to connecting 
with them. She is beginning her 
third year at Temple Israel as the 
Director of Congregational Edu-
cation and second year teaching 
at Hebrew High. 

Betsy Olinger, from Atlanta, 
is looking forward to her seventh 
year of teaching at Hebrew High. 
She loves posing tough questions, 
entertaining informed and re-
spectful discussion, and laughing 
and bonding with our emerging 
adults. 

Rob Sisson is originally from 

Western NY and has been teach-
ing Hebrew High for nine years. 
He loves sharing Judaism with 
the students. 

Jake Kalik is so excited to 
be teaching his first year of He-
brew High. Originally from Los 
Angles, Jake is excited to teach 
because not only is it a continu-
ation of his own Hebrew High 
journey, but it’s also a time for 
him to move into a new capacity 
as a future teacher. He is looking 
forward to developing relation-
ships with students and teachers 
and learning from everyone how 
to be the best Jewish professional 
he can be.

Amy Montoni, originally from 
Boston, has been teaching at He-
brew High for close to 14 years. 
She loves teaching because she 
think teenagers are the most in-
teresting and wonderful people. 
She adores watching them change 
and grow, think and consider. She 
hopes to help her students get a 
clearer understanding of their 
place in both the Jewish world 
and the world-at-large.  

Marci Goldberg, from East 
Meadow, NY, has been teaching 
at Hebrew High for 13 years. She 
loves all the personalities blend-
ing together to make her class in-
teresting. She is excited for chal-

lenging her students to appreciate 
Judaic art. 

Howard Seidler is originally 
from the Catskill Mountains, and 
has lived in Charlotte for 24 years 
and 11 of them at Hebrew High. 
He loves teaching because he en-
joys watching the students grow 
up and loves the energy the stu-
dents bring. 

Jason Shechter is from CA 
and is excited to be teaching his 
first full year at Hebrew High. He 
likes teaching because it makes 
him feel connected to the Jew-
ish community in Charlotte. He 
is looking forward to exploring 
some big challenges with his stu-
dents and finding ways to tackle 
them. 

Janice Zacks is from Montreal, 
and is in her second year at He-
brew High. She enjoys sharing 
her love for cooking and seeing 
the teens enjoy learning how to 
cook and bake. She looks forward 
to continuing teaching Jewish 
recipes to the next generation and 
incorporating more Jewish learn-
ing about Kashrut.  

Donna DeGroot loves teaching 
Hebrew for Credit. She is from 
NC but has spent some time in 
Israel, perfecting her accent. She 
has been teaching at Hebrew 
High for 15 years and has been 

teaching the Hebrew class for 
seven years. 

Avital Stone is our newest 
Hebrew High teacher. She just 
moved to Charlotte from NY and 
is very excited to be teaching 
Hebrew I for in the Hebrew for 
Credit Class. 

Rabbi Murray Ezring is from 
Rock Island, IL and has been 
teaching at Hebrew High for the 
past 25 years. Most recently, he 
has been focusing his time in 
the Temple Israel’s Confirmation 
class.  

Rabbi Asher Knight is origi-
nally from Denver, and has been 
teaching at Hebrew High for the 
last three years. He has been very 
involved in the Temple Beth El 
8th/9th Grade core class as well 
as the Post-Confirmation class.   

Rabbi Dusty Klass is from Se-

attle, and has been teaching at He-
brew High for the last three years. 
She has been an integral thought 
partner and teacher of the Temple 
Beth El 8th grade Core and 10th 
grade Confirmation. 

Cantor Mary Thomas is from 
Bayonne, NJ and has been part 
of Hebrew High for 11 years in 
varying capacities. She is thrilled 
to be back more regularly to help 
teach the Temple Beth El 9th 
grade Core class. Y

Meet Our Hebrew High Teachers 

The New Year at Temple Solel
(Continued from page 7)

Ancient map of Israel.

www.templesolelsc.org
www.windsorruncommunity.com


BBYO proudly announces 
the establishment of the Stepha-
nie Louise Warshauer Memorial 
BBYO Travel Fund. The fund 
will provide scholarships for 
BBYO members to participate in 
BBYO travel experiences. The 
first scholarships will be available 
for the summer of 2019.  

The fund honors and memo-

rializes Stephanie Warshauer, 
z”l, daughter of Phil and Beth 
Warshauer and Alisa Ostwalt (of 
blessed memory). Stephanie was 
tragically killed on Yom Kippur 
of last year when her car was 
struck by another car that was be-
ing chased by police. She grew up 
in Greensboro and was an active 
member in her local BBYO chap-

ter, Etta Spier BBG. A graduate 
of Page High School and Western 
Carolina University, Stephanie 
had a passion for travel and ad-
venture. She traveled throughout 
the country and internationally to 
Israel on Birthright, South Afri-
ca, Ireland, Dominican Repub-
lic, Mexico, and several times to 
Montreal. 

Through her involvement in 
BBYO, Stephanie created strong 
bonds and friendships with her 
peers in Eastern Region BBYO 
(North Carolina and Southern 
Virginia). The Eastern Region 
BBYO staff remember her affec-
tionately. “Stephanie always had 
a smile on her face, a passion for 
being Jewish and loved spending 
weekends with her community at 
BBYO conventions,” said Ellen 
Goldstein, her BBYO Regional 
Director. Ricki Gray, the former 
Greensboro BBYO City Director 
feels "Stephanie added her zest 
for life and to BBYO in every-
thing she participated in. Bonds 
of friendships made were just a 
natural for her positive and out-
going personality!"

The fund was established as a 
result of the outpouring of emo-
tion and generosity by the many 
people who were touched by 
Stephanie’s life.   This included 
personal friends, family friends 
and relatives from Greensboro, 
Charlotte, and beyond.  

“We continue to be over-
whelmed by the outpouring of 

emotion and the number of peo-
ple who loved Steph” said Phil 
Warshauer. “It would be very 
pleasing to Stephanie to know 
that through this fund others will 
be able to have the opportunity to 
establish BBYO friendships and 
perhaps travel abroad.”  

For more information on the 
scholarships, please email east-
ern@bbyo.org or call the Eastern 
Region BBYO office - 704-944-
6734. Additional donations to 
the Stephanie Louise Warshauer 
Memorial BBYO Travel Fund 
can be made through the Eastern 
Region BBYO Office, 5007 Prov-
idence Road, Suite 106 Charlotte, 

NC 28226 or https://bbyo.org/do-
nate.Y
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charlotte concerts, color, to come

community news
Travel Fund Established in Stephanie Warshauer’s Memory

Stephanie Warshauer z”l

Stephanie on her Birthright trip.

Sunday, October 14 • 3pm  
Margaret & Lou Schwartz Butterfly Garden

Gorelick Hall at Shalom Park

of Central Carolinas, Inc.

Event is FREE but kindly RSVP:  
704-366-5007

SPACE IS LIMITED:
Please Register Early!

     Please  
Celebrate 
With Us!

10 YEAR  
ANNIVERSARY EVENT

• Charlotte Ballet Performance
Inspired by a student’s participation  

in a Butterfly Project workshop.

• Garden Ceremony
        ...and more!

www.bbyo.org/donate
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THIS WATCH 
DOESN’T HAVE A BRAIN.

IT HAS GUTS.

Born in modern day Lvov, 
Poland, Emanuel Ax moved to 
Winnipeg, Canada, with his fam-
ily when he was a young boy. Ax 
was the only child of two Holo-
caust survivors who married after 
their original spouses had died in 
concentration camps. “I was their 
new life,” he says. Before the 
war, Ax’s father, Joachim, stud-
ied voice in Vienna. Ax himself 
recalls, “When I was 6, I heard 
a recording of Rubinstein play-
ing a Chopin concerto with the 
Philadelphia Orchestra. From 
that moment, I decided that was 
the greatest thing you could do in 
life.”

His studies at the Juilliard 
School were supported by the 
sponsorship of the Epstein Schol-
arship Program of the Boys Clubs 
of America, and he subsequently 
won the Young Concert Artists 
Award. Additionally, he attend-
ed Columbia University where 
he majored in French. Mr. Ax 
made his New York debut in the 
Young Concert Artists Series, and 
captured public attention in 1974 
when he won the first Arthur 
Rubinstein International Piano 
Competition in Tel Aviv. In 1975, 
he won the Michaels Award of 
Young Concert Artists followed 
four years later by the coveted 
Avery Fisher Prize. 

Always a committed expo-
nent of contemporary composers, 
with works written for him by 
John Adams, Christopher Rouse, 
Krzysztof  Penderecki, Bright 
Sheng, and Melinda Wagner al-
ready in his repertoire, most re-
cently he has added HK Gruber’s 
Piano Concerto and Samuel Ad-
ams’ “Impromptus.”

A Sony Classical exclusive 
recording artist since 1987, re-
cent releases include Mendels-
sohn Trios with Yo-Yo Ma and 
Itzhak Perlman, Strauss’s Enoch 
Arden narrated by Patrick Stew-
art, and discs of two-piano music 
by Brahms and Rachmaninoff 
with Yefim Bronfman. In 2015, 

Deutche Grammophon released 
a duo recording with Perlman of 
Sonatas by Faure and Strauss, 
which the two artists presented on 
tour during the 2015/2016 season.  

Ax has received GRAMMY® 
Awards for the second and third 
volumes of his cycle of Haydn’s 
piano sonatas. He has also made 
a series of Grammy-winning re-
cordings with cellist Yo-Yo Ma of 
the Beethoven and Brahms sona-
tas for cello and piano. His other 
recordings include the concertos 
of Liszt and Schoenberg, three 
solo Brahms albums, an album 
of tangos by Astor Piazzolla, and 
the premiere recording of John 
Adams’s Century Rolls with the 
Cleveland Orchestra for None-
such. In the 2004/05 season, Ax 
also contributed to an Internation-
al EMMY® Award-Winning BBC 
documentary commemorating the 
Holocaust that aired on the 60th 
anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz. In 2013, Mr. Ax’s re-
cording Variations received the 
Echo Klassik Award for Solo Re-
cording of the Year (19th century 
music/Piano).

A frequent and committed 
partner for chamber music, he has 
worked regularly with such art-
ists as Young Uck Kim, Cho-Li-
ang Lin, Ma, Edgar Meyer, Peter 
Serkin, Jaime Laredo, and the late 
Isaac Stern. 

Ax resides in New York City 
with his wife, pianist Yoko Noza-
ki. They have two children, Jo-
seph and Sarah. He is a Fellow 
of the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences and holds honorary 
doctorates of music from Skid-
more College, Yale University, 
and Columbia University. For 
more information about Ax’s ca-
reer, please visit www.Emanue-
lAx.com.

Charlotte Concerts has pre-
viously brought Emanuel Ax to 
Charlotte during the 1997-1998 
and 1999-2000 seasons. 

Thursday, October 18 7:30 PM 
(Concert Preview begins at 6:55 

PM), Halton Theater, Central 
Piedmont Community College

Ticket Link: https://tickets.
vendini.com/. Y

Pianist Emanuel Ax to Play in Charlotte
October 18, 7:30 PM, Halton Auditorium, CPCC

At right, Emanuel 
Ax.

Below: Emanuel 
Ax during a 

performance.

Could you be mi sing 
h lf the conv rs tion? 

704-540-3081
Across from the Arboretum
3121 Springbank Lane, #G

Charlotte, NC 28226

Come in today!

Madison Levine | Board Certified Hearing Instrument Specialist | Owner

w Free hearing evaluation w Demo hearing aids in the office
w All brands repaired & serviced

Isaac Saul is the 110 Pound 
Rock Climber! 

See his youtube video at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=7oYeKKQRT48&t=204s

www.youtube.com/watch?v=7oYeKKQRT48&t=204s
www.tickets.vendini.com
www.davidsltd.com
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Join us and bring your friends and family to any of these events 
as we connect with our neighbors beyond Shalom Park!

DATE:  WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2018 

Breakfast: 7:45 – 9:30 am
  Temple Israel and Myer Park United Methodist Church 
	 	 Location	TBA

Lunch: 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm
	 	 Jewish	Federation	and	Simmons	YMCA
	 	 6824	Democracy	Drive,	Charlotte,	NC	28212	

Dinner:  6:30 – 8:15 pm
	 	 Temple	Beth	El	and	Friendship	Missionary	Baptist
	 	 Location	TBA

 

REGISTER AT WWW.JEWISHCHARLOTTE.ORG

On The Table Charlotte is a day when residents from all over 
Mecklenburg County come together to share meals, ideas and 

perspectives	on	the	challenges	that	directly	affect	our	community.		

This year we are exploring the history of segregation and how
 its legacy continues to impact our community. 

For more information visit http://www.onthetableclt.org

All of the 400 seats of the In-
finity Ballroom were filled for 
The Rosh Hashanah Experience, 
the first ever alternative High 
Holy Day service led jointly by 
The Ruach and Rabbi Rachel 
Smookler. Rabbi Smookler got 
things started by saying, “Wel-
come to the most non-traditional, 
traditional service you’ve ever 
attended. It’s okay to clap, sing 
along, enjoy … and let the spirit 
move you.”

More than half of the roughly 
1 hour and 45 minute service was 
made up of music, most of it mod-
ern and much of it written by The 
Ruach. Nearly all of the words of 
the songs came from prayers and 
liturgy found in a traditional Rosh 
Hashanah morning service. Most 
of the tunes were easy to pick 
up and because the words were 
familiar; people could, and did, 
sing along with the band.

Joining the band as backup 
singers for The Rosh Hashanah 
Experience were acclaimed jazz 
and gospel singer, Dawn Antho-
ny, and her two daughters, Faith 
and Christian.

Remarks from those who were 
there included, “That was the 
most enjoyable and meaningful 
High Holy Day service I’ve ever 
attended,” to, “I didn’t expect 
to be moved like I was,” and, “I 
feel more connected to the Jew-
ish community than I’ve felt in a 
while.”

These comments mirror the 
mission and attitude of The Ru-
ach which is to spread the joy of 
Judaism through Jewish spiritual 
and cultural musical experiences. 
Nancy Nagler Good, lead singer, 
rhythm guitarist and co-founding 
member of The Ruach, offered 
this about The Ruach: “We want 
each of our Experiences to touch 
peoples’ hearts and minds while 
creating a sense of community. 
If we can get folks just one step 
closer to being nicer human be-
ings or feeling better about them-
selves then that’s what we’re all 
about.”

In addition to the modern 
music there were traditional ele-
ments including a Torah service, 
a shofar service where anyone 
who showed up with a shofar 

could participate and, of course, 
the Rabbi’s sermon which was 
both reflective of the solemnity of 
the day and relevant for today’s 
world.

“We sensed there might be a 
need for alternative Jewish wor-
ship in Charlotte, but we were 
amazed at how many people 
came and the wide range of their 
ages,” said Peter Levinson, lead 
guitarist and co-founding mem-
ber of The Ruach. 

The Rosh Hashanah 
Experience was made 
possible by a generous 
grant from The Mar-
shall Rauch Founda-
tion.

If you would like to 
know more about The 
Ruach and where else 
they will be playing, 
like them on Facebook 
@theruachband, or fol-
low them on Instagram 
@the.ruach.new.jew-
ish.music and Twitter @TheRu-
achSpirit, or contact them at the.
ruach.band@gmail.com.Y

The Rosh HaShanah Experience Was a Huge Success

Photos courtesy of 
David T. Foster III

“If a composer does 
not write from the 
heart, he simply 

cannot produce good 
music. I never had 
a theory in my life. 

I get a musical idea 
for a composition, 
I try to develop a 

certain logical and 
beautifulconception 

and I try to clothe it in 
music which exudes 
from it naturally and 

inevitably. I write what 
I feel in my heart and 
what finally comes on 
the paper is what first 
coursed through every 

fiber of my body.”

 – Arnold Schoenberg in Great 
Jews in Performing Arts 

www.jewishcharlotte.org
www.onthetableclt.org
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Have you wondered what hap-
pens to that bruised peach you 
just put back in the fruit bin at 
the grocery store? What is the 
truth about “sell by” dates on 
products such as milk, cheese, 
and packaged cold cuts? In the 
US, we throw away about 40% 
of our food every year and 90% 
of food waste winds up in land-
fills. There are multiple environ-
mental impacts stemming from 
food production and subsequent 
food waste, such as methane gas 
production and excessive water 
usage. This global problem exists 
at all stages of food production 
and consumption, but there are 
food suppliers and farmers tak-
ing steps to combat this epidem-
ic. Taking small steps to make 
changes in our lives at home and 
how we shop is easier than you 
might think.

To get you started, Shalom 
Green and Levine JCC Cares are 
joining forces to bring the film 
Wasted! The Story of Food Waste 
to the community for viewing and 
a panel discussion on October 16 
from 7–9 PM at the Lerner Cen-
ter for Cultural Arts. Admission is 
free, but registration is requested 
by visiting the LJCC desk or by 

calling 704-366-5007. Education-
al handouts will be available with 
tips for reducing food waste.

Wasted! aims to change the 
way people buy, cook, recycle, 
and eat food. Through the eyes of 
chef-heroes Anthony Bourdain, 
Dan Barber, Mario Batali, Massi-
mo Bottura, and Danny Bowien, 
audiences will see how the most 
influential chefs make the most of 
every kind of food, transforming 
what most people consider scraps 
into incredible dishes that create a 
more secure food system. Wasted! 
exposes the criminality of food 

waste and how it’s contributing 
to climate change and shows us 
how each of us can make small 
changes – all of them delicious – 
to solve one of the greatest prob-
lems of the 21st century. 

A panel discussion will follow 
the film screening. The panel will 
be moderated by David Rosen-
thal, current Temple Israel Pres-
ident and Shalom Green Trea-
surer. Panelists include Cantor 
Mary Thomas, Temple Beth El, 
Jerry Lanuzza, Dean of Culinary 

Education, Johnson and Wales 
University and Robert Bren-
ner, Associate Professor, Food 
and Beverage Consultant also at 
Johnson and Wales. 

If you have an idea for an ar-
ticle, please email info@sha-
lomgreenCLT.org

If you are interested in learn-
ing more about Shalom Green, 
visit our website at www.sha-
lomgreenCLT.org

Like us on Facebook.  Follow 
us on Twitter and Instagram.Y

Bal Tashchit and Beyond

Joe Buchanan, one the hottest 
names on today’s Jewish music 
scene, is coming to Charlotte, 
courtesy of The Ruach, Char-
lotte’s only band playing mod-
ern Jewish music. He will lead 
an original Shabbat experience 
at The Rabbit Hole in the Pla-
za-Midwood section of Charlotte 
at 6:30 PM on Friday, November 
9.  Admission is free.

Texas born Buchanan, a Jew 
by choice, has been a rising star 

within the Jewish music circuit 
bringing a country twang to He-
brew prayer. His music is a blend 
of southern soul and country 
charm that he calls Jewish Amer-
icana. His Shabbat services in-
clude his original music, as well 
as personal stories about life and 
his journey to Judaism. 

Joe discovered Judaism seven 
years ago. He describes the dis-
covery as a homecoming and a 
personal testament to belief. Joe’s 
debut album, Unbroken, features 
songs in both Hebrew and En-
glish. The album is a “story about 
finding faith and standing tall,” 
Joe says, “and choosing to be 
chosen.”

When he’s not at home writ-
ing new music or hosting Jewish 
Rock Radio’s Emerging Artist 
Showcase (which has included 
The Ruach), Joe tours around the 
country playing Shabbat services 
and concerts. He's been featured 
at numerous conferences and fes-
tivals, including 2017 URJ Bien-
nial and the Atlanta Jewish Music 
Festival. The goal of his music 
is to help drive connection to the 
thing that connects us all and to 

hold the door for other seekers. 
It's music that highlights humani-
ty and the Holy.

Joe has a unique ability to 
not only express his own faith 
through music and storytelling, 
but to also deeply inspire others. 
You won’t want to miss this un-
forgettable Shabbat experience.

For more information about 
this Shabbat Experience email 
the.ruach.band@gmail.com. 
Also, to learn more about The 
Ruach and other Shabbat Experi-
ences, like the band on Facebook, 
and follow them on Instagram @
the.ruach.new.jewish.music and 
Twitter @TheRuachSpirit.Y

Joe Buchanan To Lead 
Shabbat Experience on 
November 9

Did you know we sell Life Insurance, too?  
Along with our tradition of excellence in Personal and Commercial

Insurance, we also offer a full line of  Life Insurance products to
meet your individual or business needs. 

Swimmer Insurance has been protecting our community with quality and affordable
insurance for families and businesses since 1953

www.swimmerinsurance.com

7043336694

725 Providence Road, Charlotte, NC  28207

Brian Meltsner, David Swimmer, and Craig Katzman

Call us to talk about it

www.shalomgreenCLT.org
www.campbarney.org/infosessions
www.campbarney.org
www.swimmerinsurance.com
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Quack, 

 

Moo!
Sunday, October 14
10:00 am

Darby Acres Farm
9396 Hutchinson Lane, Charlotte, NC

$10 per person
(children under 2 are free)

Register online at 
www.nextgencharlotte.org

Be kind to animals.
It’s a Jewish thing!

Activities will include:
n Tour of the farm
n Feed the animals
n Music
n Craft 
n Snack

neigh
PJ Library invites you.....

Questions??? Contact Debby Block  |  debby.block@jewishcharlotte.org  |  704.944.6780

www.nextgencharlotte.org
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D ON ’ T M IS S H U N DR E D’ S OF LU X U RY VAC AT ION 
OPP ORT U N I T I E S U N DE R ON E RO OF!

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 11,  2018 |  2PM-5PM
BALLANT YNE HOTEL CHARLOT TE

R S V P AT  8 0 0 . 3 4 3. M A N N(62 6 6)  OR
W W W. M A N N T R AV E L S .C OM

MANN TRAVELSSignature Experiences Show

Two Programs to Celebrate the Second Anniversary of the Stan 
Greenspon Center for Peace and Social Justice

Upon the recommendation of 
the Solid Waste Association of 
North America (SWANA), Prin-
cipal Ivan Cooper was invited by 
the U.S. Consulate General Jeru-
salem to participate in a public di-
plomacy program on public-pri-
vate partnerships (P3s), 
infrastructure management, 
and water/wastewater man-
agement, distribution, and 
regulation in the Palestinian 
Authority (PA) territories re-
garding the sale and reuse of 
treated wastewater. Ivan was 
the sole representative from 
the U.S. for the program. 

The establishment of P3s 
for wastewater is part of a 
strategy for supporting the 
PA in building credible in-
stitutions of governance, 
building confidence in pub-
lic administration, and being 
a good neighbor for Israel 
(note: if the PA was able to 
properly treat its wastewater 
instead of sending it to Israel, 
it would lessen some water-fo-
cused tension). This mission 
was considered a high priori-
ty by the White House as it is a 
major U.S. priority to help move 
the Palestinian economy from its 
current state of excessive donor 
dependence to a model of health 
and sustainable private sector-led 
investment, growth, and job cre-
ation.

According to a recent study, 
there are currently a number of 
wastewater treatment plants in 
various stages of development 
in the West Bank, but a regula-
tory framework for P3s is need-
ed to govern the sale and reuse 
of the wastewater. The eventual 
adoption of P3s could benefit the 
Palestinian people by providing 

a more efficient system for wa-
ter distribution in a region where 
water scarcity issues are a major 
health, sanitation, and security 
issue.

During his stay in the Middle 
East in July, Ivan worked with the 

Office of the Quartet, the Pales-
tinian Water Authority, the World 
Bank, representatives of both the 
Dutch and German governments, 
numerous other Palestinian Min-
istries, farmers, and business 
people to share his expertise. In 
addition, he reviewed a number 
of wastewater treatment facil-
ities and reuse sites, and made 
an overview presentation to the 
PA, various ministers, and other 
stakeholders. Ivan presented on 
current conditions, observations, 
suggestions for improvements, 
and a possible path forward to-
ward water independence, P3s, 
waste conservation, organization-
al structure, funding, and related 

topics in the West Bank and Gaza. 
The voyage was a very successful 
diplomatic effort.

To see Ivan's full presentation 
to the PA, click https://www.face-
book.com/USConGenJerusalem/
videos/10156434079939333/.Y

Ivan Cooper Represents US in Middle East 
Diplomacy Program

Ivan Cooper speaks on wastewater issues in the PA while in Jerusalem.

By Talli Dippold
In Hebrew, each letter corre-

sponds to a number. The letter bet 
represents the number two which 
is the anniversary the Stan Green-
spon Center for Peace and Social 
Justice at Queens University of 
Charlotte is celebrating this fall. 
The Hebrew letter bet has great 
symbolism. It is the first letter 
of the Torah as in the word bere-
ishit meaning “in the beginning.” 
It is the first letter of the word 
brachah which means “blessing” 
and opens most words of Hebrew 
prayer.

One month ago, the Stan 
Greenspon Center celebrated its 
second anniversary. We are taking 
this fall to reflect on our begin-
nings and to reflect on our bless-
ings. We have learned a lot and 
grown over the past two years. 
We are looking forward to an in-
credible year ahead of touching 
and transforming thousands of 
lives as we support teachers and 
students in expanding their Holo-
caust and human rights education. 

Our anniversary is also time of 
gratitude as we thank all of those 
who have supported us during 
our inaugural years. We could 
not have achieved such success 

without our invaluable sustainers. 
We are especially grateful to Stan 
Greenspon and his family for his 
vision that allowed the Center to 
flourish over the past two years.

In the spirit of our second an-
niversary, we would like to high-
light two remarkable programs 
and initiatives that go hand in 
hand.

On December 13, we will be 
hosting a reading of an original 
play written by Charles LaBorde, 
directed by Dennis Delamar and 
produced by Three Bone Theater 
– all luminaries of the Charlotte 
theater community. The script, 
adapted from Dr. Susan Cernyak-
Spatz’s autobiography Protective 
Custody Prisoner: 34042, cap-
tures riveting experiences of her 
Auschwitz-Birkenau internment 
as well as the eventual libera-
tion of this well-known Charlotte 
Holocaust survivor. The evening 
will celebrate all of our Charlotte 
community’s more than three 
dozen Holocaust survivors and 
the successes of our first two 
years. Please save the date and 
plan on joining us for refresh-
ments following the reading. The 
second anniversary celebration is 
made possible through the gener-

osity of Pinnacle Financial Part-
ners and the support of Jewish 
Family Services of Charlotte.

As we know, sadly, we are 
losing many of our survivors — 
and with them, we are losing the 
firsthand recollections of their ex-
periences. It is our responsibility 
as a community to capture their 
testimony and become their voice 
when they are no longer with 
us. Time and time again we hear 
from our educators that the most 
impactful programs involve hear-
ing from a witness. Short of not 
being able to hear from the survi-
vors themselves, we are creating 
an opportunity to hear from their 
descendants, of which I am one. 
All four of my grandparents are 
survivors. 

The Stan Greenspon Center, 
in partnership with the Museum 
of Jewish Heritage, is thrilled 
to offer their Heritage Testimo-
nies® Program here in Charlotte 
starting in November. With the 
trained help of the Greenspon 

Center staff, participating second 
and third generation descendants 
will create presentations that can 
be used to help school groups and 
other audiences connect with the 
history and messages of the Ho-
locaust. Elie Wiesel said, “When 
you listen to a witness, you be-
come a witness.” The Greenspon 
Center is honored to be part of 
keeping the message of the survi-
vors alive for future generations. 

For more information on either 
of our second anniversary pro-
grams, or to apply to the Heritage 
Testimonies® Program for sec-
ond and third generation descen-
dants, please contact Talia Gold-
man at goldmant@queens.edu. 
Space will be limited and there 
will be an application process.

As we move forward, we invite 
you to join us for one of our nu-
merous lectures or courses, for a 
Shabbat dinner, tour, or at one of 
our many events.  To see all that 
we have to offer, visit StanGreen-
sponCenter.org.Y

More from The 
Greenspon Center

TGIF Torah Yoga
Rabbi Judy Schindler, Sklut 
Professor of Jewish Studies 

with Shelley Bear and Aly 
Faber, RYT Yoga Instructors 
Friday mornings, October 

26, November 30, December 
7, January 25, February 22, 

March 22, April 12, 
10:40-11:40 AM

Location: Queens University 
Levine Center for Wellness 
Free and open to the public 

Art of Ethical Speech
Dr. Marcy Goldstein 

Option #1 - Four session 
evening course 

Tuesday evenings, October 2, 
9, 16, and 30, 7 to 9 PM 

Cost: $125 

Option #2 - One-day retreat 
Sunday, January 13, 2019 

from 10 AM-6 PM Cost: $125
All classes/lectures/programs 

will be held at Queens 
University, 1900 Selwyn Ave, 

Charlotte, NC 28274. 

1900 Selwyn Avenue, Charlotte,NC 28274      StanGreensponCenter.org

Jewish Studies at Queens University of Charlotte
September Community Course Offerings

#MeToo: Sexual 
Misconduct in the 
Hebrew Bible
Sklut Community Lecture 
Rabbi Judy Schindler, Sklut 
Professor of Jewish Studies
September 26, 2018, 
5:306:30 PM
Free and open to the public

The #MeToo Movement has brought to light
just how widespread and systematic sexual mis
conduct has been.  Rabbi Schindler will examine
women’s voices – both silenced and amplified – in
the Hebrew Bible and in Rabbinic texts. She will
explore the silencing of women in traditional Jew
ish texts and elevate those female voices that speak
boldly as she empowers women of today, and the
men who stand by them, to be cocreators of a re
ality where equality and safety are protected. The
lecture is in honor of Lori and Eric Sklut who have
generously established the Sklut Professorship of
Jewish Studies at Queens University. 

From Marches to Movements: 
Foundations of Social Change
Third Annual Advocacy Education Program 
(eight sessions)
Queens University Professors and Charlotte 
Community Leaders
Session One  Preyer Lecture with Dr. Robin 
Kelley of UCLA, Saturday, September 15, 
6:30 PM
Sessions Two through Eight, Monday evenings,
October 8November 19, 6:308:00 PM
Cost: $25

Drawing on the richness of Queens’ faculty and
community leaders who are experienced with so
cial justice, social change, and organizing, this
year’s program will provide the tools that are
needed to move from marches to movements in
order to create sustainable social change.  Topics
include: foundations of social justice, the political
process, the role of the law in social change, com
munity organizing, the rhetorical strategies of so
cial movements, and digital communications and
social change.

For more information, please contact Talia Goldman, goldmant@queens.edu

www.stangreensponcenter.org
www.facebook.com/USConGenJerusalem/videos/10156434079939333/
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Pricing Codes:      M=Member     B=Benefactor     NM=Non-Member

www.charlottejcc.org    •     704-366-5007

LJCC Department Directory 
Please contact us you have questions!

Membership

Susan Lerner  704-944-6741
susan.lerner@charlottejcc.org

Early Childhood 

Patty Torcellini  704-944-6891
patty.torcellini@charlottejcc.org

K-5th Grade Programs

Mitch Ormand  704-944-6733
mitch.ormand@charlottejcc.org

Adults & Seniors/Oasis

Jill Lipson  704-944-6792
jill.lipson@charlottejcc.org

Sports

Stephanie Garner  704-944-6743
stephanie.garner@charlottejcc.org

Aquatics / Swim Team

Joshua Steinberger  704-944-6746
joshua.steinberger@charlottejcc.org

LJCC Tennis / CRUSH

Greg O’Connor  704-944-6748
gregory.oconnor@charlottejcc.org

Visual/Performing Arts

Susan Gundersheim  704-944-6778
susan.gundersheim@charlottejcc.org

J-Childcare

Amie Gray  704-944-6726
amie.gray@charlottejcc.org

Social Action

Julie Rizzo  704-944-6730
julie.rizzo@charlottejcc.org

Sandra and Leon Levine Jewish Community Center
5007 Providence Road  |  Charlotte, NC 28226
704-366-5007 |  charlottejcc.org  |  facebook.com/levinejccOctober 2018

7 weeks – 7 years old
Children will enjoy a nurturing environment to explore 
and have fun with crafts and activities, while parents 
workout. 
Mon-Fri AM .................... 8am-1pm
Mon-Thu PM .............4pm-7:30pm
Saturday ...................... 12pm-3pm
Sunday ......................8:30am-2pm
Per Hour:    M/$4.50      NM/ $5.50

Grades K-5th
A great, supervised space for your elementary age 
child to have fun and hang out with friends, while you 
workout! 
Sundays, 8:30am–1pm 
Location: Check with LJCC Customer Service
M/$2/hour
NM/$5.50 per hour 
Reservations Required! 704-366-5007, or visit  
LJCC Customer Service.

register for  

FALL programs

Online at charlottejcc.org OR
Call 704-366-5007 OR  
Visit the Levine JCC  

Customer Service Desk

For holiday
hours + schedules
please visit our website at 

www.charlottejcc.org

OCTOBER
HOLIDAY HOURS

Monday, October 1 
1:00pm-6:00pm  
Shemini Atzeret

Tuesday, October 2 
1:00pm-9:30pm

Simchat Torah

6 months - 2 years (Parent Assisted, Swim diapers required)
Sundays, 9-9:30am / 4:30-5pm 
September 16 – December 9 (12 classes)  
M/$174   B/$109   NM/$222

Infant & Toddler 
SWIM LESSONS 

www.charlottejcc.org
www.facebook.com/levinejcc
www.charlottejcc.org
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like us!    •    facebook.com/levinejcc

Early Childhood
Kids’ Night In / Parents’ Night Out at the J
7 Weeks – 12 Years
Kids enjoy a night in here at the J with pizza, themed 
crafts and a movie while you enjoy a night out. 
Saturday, October 20
5:30-8:30pm
1 child $25
2 children $50
3 children $65

Teens
JForce Youth
Grades 5-10
Designed for the athlete or non-athlete, and consists 
of an overall fitness program designed to improve 
body strength and endurance, speed and agility. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays
5:30-6:10pm
M/$140    B/$110    NM/$170

Adults
LJCC Wine and Cheese Tasting Night  
at Seaboard!
Adults 50+
Bring a friend; meet a friend! Join members of  
the LJCC, and enjoy 5 different cheeses paired  
with 5 different wines. Space is limited, so don’t  
miss out. RSVP with payment online or at the front 
desk by Sunday, October 28.
Thursday, November 1 • 6-7pm
M/$35   NM/$40
Location:  Seaboard Brewery, Taproom & Winery
213 North Trade Street, Matthews, NC 28105
704-944-6753 or sharri.benjamin@charlottejcc.org. 

Tai Chi/Qigong 
Adults 50+ 
Improve your strength, balance and flexibility  
through this gentle form of fitness. 
Tuesdays, 11:45am–12:45pm (all levels)
Swimmer Family Aerobics Studio 
Oasis/M/$30 B/$20 NM/$42 per month 
Drop-in fee: M/B/$12 p/class NM/$14 p/class

www.facebook.com/levinejcc


Hey, Charlotte, have you heard of 
Moishe House? 

Moishe House is the place where young adults in their 
20s come together to create vibrant communities. 

We offer three programs each month ranging from 
Jewish Culture and Holiday, Tikkun Olam, Jewish 
Learning, and Social Programs. Check us out on 
Facebook to keep up with our upcoming prgrams, 

www.facebook.com/MoisheHouseCharlotte/.
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Does your teen seem overly 
stressed? Have you ever thought 
of them as a “worry wart”? Do 
they get anxious about situations 
that you think are really not that 
important? What you may be ob-
serving are symptoms of an anx-
iety disorder. While it is normal 
for most of us, including teen-
agers, to worry, roughly 31% of 
teens in the US experience ex-
treme symptoms that constitute 
an anxiety disorder. For these 
teens, the symptoms go beyond 
the occasional sleepless night or 
emotional outburst.

Anxiety disorder is the most 
common mental health issue in 
the US. 20% of teens suffer from 
either depression or anxiety and 
with today’s world of social me-
dia and bullying, teenagers are 
feeling more vulnerable and more 
pressure to “fit in” and the preva-
lence of anxiety disorders contin-
ues to rise.

On October 21, as part of the 
Mental Health Initiative, Jewish 
Family Services and the Levine 
Jewish Community Center will 
host a screening of a new docu-
mentary, Angst, about teen anx-
iety.  Angst is a 56-minute film 
and virtual reality experience that 
explores anxiety, its causes, ef-
fects, and what we can do about 
it. Angst features candid inter-
views with kids and young adults 
who suffer, or have suffered, from 

anxiety and what they’ve learned 
about it. The film includes dis-
cussions with mental health ex-
perts about the causes of anxiety 
and its sociological effects, as 
well as help, resources and tools.

Following the screening of 
Angst, a local panel comprised of 
professionals along with a parent 
and teen who have experienced 
anxiety disorders will share their 
experiences and impressions of 
the film. If you are a parent or 
a professional that works with 
youth, this is a film that must be 
seen. 

For more information or to re-
serve your seat, call JFS at 704-
364-6594 or go to the JFS website 
at jfscharlotte.org. Y

Documentary “Angst” 
Helps Teens Recognize and 
Deal With Anxiety

Comedian Aaron Friedman Returns to Lake Norman 
Area

The Jewish Council of Lake 
Norman is excited to welcome 
back comedian, Aaron Friedman 
on Saturday, October 13 for an-
other side-splitting performance. 

Aaron will take the stage at 
7:30 PM at Congregation Eman-
uel, 206 Kelly Street, States-
ville. Doors will open at 6:30 
PM. There will be alcoholic and 

non-alcoholic beverages for sale 
in this nightclub-style setting. 

For those of you already fa-
miliar with Aaron’s comedy, 
you know it will be an evening 

of laughter for teens and adults. 
If you haven’t heard of Aaron, 
you will definitely want to hear 
the Winner of The Jewish Week’s 
“Funniest Jew in NY” contest 

(2011). The Jewish News said, 
“Aaron Friedman mines his years 
as a Hebrew school teacher and 
b’nai mitzvah tutor for his act.” 
Aaron is a graduate of JTS/Co-
lumbia, has worked at Camp 
Ramah-Nyack, and performs 
at shuls and university Hillels 
across 18 different states. 

Aaron has been called “spot-
on” with his holiday and Hebrew 
School reminiscences. Even if 
you aren’t Jewish, Aaron will still 
make you laugh; however, if you 
are Jewish, you are guaranteed 
great laugh out loud comedy.Y

www.facebook.com/MoisheHouseCharlotte/
www.jfscharlotte.org
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 A worldwide cultural event to celebrate our shared heritage.  
	 	 	 	Welcome Breakfast
	 	 	 	Keynote Speaker, Justice Richard Bernstein
	 	 	 	PJ Library Activity
	 	 	 	Jewish Adult Learning & Cultural Arts Workshops
	 	 	 	Lunch & Tikkun Olam Projects
	 	 	 	Free babysitting (must register in advance)

For details and registration visit, www.jewishcharlotte.org/GDJL

In partnership with  
numerous Charlotte  

Jewish organizations.

Community Wide Free Event

Sunday,  
November 12
8:30am – 1pm
Shalom Park
All events are free

This program is supported by a  
JFGC Impact & Innovation Grant.

GLOBAL DAY OF 
JEWISH LEARNING

 For one day, communities around the world will share  
Jewish dialogue and exploration, celebrating all that unites us.  
	 	 	    Continental Breakfast
	 	 	    Keynote Speakers: Authors Tal Keinan and Aryeh Green
	 	 	    PJ Library Activity
	 	 	    Jewish Adult Learning Workshops
	 	 	    Lunch 
	 	 	    Free babysitting (must register in advance)

For details and registration visit, www.jewishcharlotte.org/GDJL

Sunday,  
November 11
9am – 2pm
Shalom Park
All events are free

 A worldwide cultural event to celebrate our shared heritage.  
	 	 	 	Welcome Breakfast
	 	 	 	Keynote Speaker, Justice Richard Bernstein
	 	 	 	PJ Library Activity
	 	 	 	Jewish Adult Learning & Cultural Arts Workshops
	 	 	 	Lunch & Tikkun Olam Projects
	 	 	 	Free babysitting (must register in advance)

For details and registration visit, www.jewishcharlotte.org/GDJL

In partnership with  
numerous Charlotte  

Jewish organizations.

Community Wide Free Event

Sunday,  
November 12
8:30am – 1pm
Shalom Park
All events are free

This program is supported by a  
JFGC Impact & Innovation Grant.

GLOBAL DAY OF 
JEWISH LEARNING

www.jewishcharlotte.org/GDJL
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Call Phil Warshauer or Nancy Kipnis to learn more.
www.charlottejewishfoundation.org | 704.973.4544

“Opening our donor advised fund at the 
Foundation for the Charlotte Jewish 

Community was the first step in bringing 
clarity to our charitable planning. The 

ability to give appreciated investments and 
the ease in making charitable gifts from a 
donor advised fund drove this decision.”

-Barbara and David Goodman

Amplify
ImpactYour

with a Donor Advised Fund

"One Simchat 

Torah evening, 

the Baal Shem 

Tov himself 

danced together 

with his 

congregation. 

He took the 

scroll of the 

Torah in his 

hand and 

danced with it. 

At this moment, 

one of his 

disciples who 

was intimately 

acquainted with 

his gestures, 

said to his 

companions: 

‘Now our 

master has laid 

aside the 

visible, 

dimensional 

teachings, and 

has taken the 

spiritual 

teachings unto 

himself.’” 
-- Martin Buber, 

Tales of the Hasidim

www.charlottejewishfoundation.org
www.celebratethetatas.com
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WWW.JEWISHCHARLOTTE.ORG

Jewish
Community
Relations
Council

The lecture is free and open to the public.
For more information, please contact Laurel Grauer, Director of Community Relations 

& Israel Affairs, 704.944.6751 or laurel.grauer@jewishcharlotte.org.

DAVID 
MAKOVSKY*

One of America’s leading experts on Israel

7:00 pm  
Sam Lerner Center 

for Cultural Arts

JCRC FALL LECTURE

*David Makovsky is the Ziegler distinguished fellow at The Washington Institute and director of the Project on the Middle 
East Peace Process. He is also an adjunct professor in Middle East studies at Johns Hopkins University's Paul H. Nitze 
School of Advanced International Studies. In 2013-2014, he worked in the Office of the U.S. Secretary of State, serving as a 
senior advisor to the Special Envoy for Israeli-Palestinian Negotiations.

Author of numerous Washington Institute monographs and essays on issues related to the Middle East Peace Process and 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. He is also co-author, with Dennis Ross, of the Washington Post bestseller Myths, Illusions, and 
Peace: Finding a New Direction for America in the Middle East as well as the soon to be released Fateful Choices. 

The role of the JCRC includes promoting and cultivating positive relations between the Jewish 
community and the Charlotte community at large, participating in the improvement of our local and 
global communities and encouraging engagement with and fostering a strong relationship between 

the local Jewish and greater Charlotte communities and Israel.

OCTOBER 4, 2018

www.jewishcharlotte.org
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Five local Jewish organiza-
tions have recently received es-
tate gifts to support the future of 
Charlotte’s Jewish community. 
Gifts from the estate of Abraham 
“Abe” and Rose Luski were dis-
tributed to support the Founda-
tion of Shalom Park, Jewish Fed-
eration of Greater Charlotte, the 
Hebrew Cemetery Association, 
Temple Israel, and the Levine 
Jewish Community Center. Rose 
Luski passed away on September 
15, 2016 and Abe, two months 
later on November 20. They were 
both 89 years old.  

"Mom and Dad loved their 
family, their yiddishkeit, and 
their Jewish community,” said 
Rabbi Jacob Luski, on behalf of 
the Luski family. “It is befitting 
that on their passing, they support 
their beloved Charlotte Jewish 
community as they generously 
did throughout their lives. They 
set a beautiful example for their 
children, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren.”

The Jewish Federation of 
Greater Charlotte also received 

a gift from the estate of Mil-
dred “Mickey” Zuckerman, who 
passed away in York, PA on May 
9, 2016 at the age of 99. Mickey 
was predeceased by her husband, 
Milton Zuckerman. Y

Local Organizations Receive Legacy Gifts

Abraham and Rose Luski

“My parents who 
came from another 
country sought to 

make the Israel of 
their imagination, 
drawn from the 
descriptions in 
the Bible, their 

physical homeland. 
In somewhat the 

reverse way, 
I sought to give my 
real and tangible 

homeland the added 
dimension of 

historical depth, to 
bring to life the 

strata of the past 
which now lay 

beneath the desolate 
ruins and 

archaeological 
mounds - the Israel 
of our patriarchs, 

our judges, our kings, 
our prophets.” 

-- Moshe Dayan, 
Lving with the Bible

Kristallnacht 80th 
Anniversary 

Commemoration 

November 7, 7 PM
Temple Israel

www.pajamawalk.com
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SERVICES AND PROGRAMS FOR FAMILIES WITH 
PRESCHOOLERS ARE OFFERED THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.
Monday, October 1
Erev Simchat Torah Celebration & Dinner (5 p.m.)
Friday, October 12
Torah Tots Shabbat Service & Oneg (5:45 p.m.)

YOUTH
USY GESHER LOCK-IN 
(ALL 8th-12th Grade Teens)
Saturday, October 13 (7:30 p.m.) – Sunday, October 14 (8 a.m.)
Location: Sam Lerner Center at Shalom Park
The night begins with Havdallah, then on to games, movies, and a nosh. A light 
breakfast will be served. Cost: $20/ TI-USY Members; $30 Non-Members.
Register at templeisraelnc.org by Monday, October 8.

YOUNG   PROFESSIONALS
JEWS, BOOS, AND BREWS 
Thursday, October 18 (7:30 p.m.)
Location: Catawba Brewing Co (933 Louise Ave #105)
Come join Torah on Tap for some fall-inspired brews and boos at Catawba 
Brewing Co. Light snacks will be provided. 

Social Club
BUTTERFLY PROJECT 10 YEARS CELEBRATION 
Sunday, October 14 (3 - 5 p.m.)
Our very own Irving Bienstock will be honored with a special ballet, performed  
by The Charlotte Ballet, in Gorelick Hall at Shalom Park. There is no charge for  
this program, but reservations are required. To RSVP, please call the LJCC at  
704-366-5007.  

LIFELONG   LEARNING
THE ETHICAL LIFE: JEWISH VALUES IN AN AGE OF CHOICE 
Wednesdays, October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, and November 14
7-9 p.m. (with break for Minyan)
Location: Leon and Sandra Levine Social Hall 
This program (in two parts, to be offered in both the fall and spring 2019) will 
offer a distinctive approach to Jewish ethics, bringing the wisdom of our classical 
Jewish texts to bear on the unique challenges of our day. Cost: $36/Temple 
Israel congregants and $54/general admission. For additional details, visit 
templeisraelnc.org. 

UPCOMING    EVENTS
TEMPLE ISRAEL BOOK CLUB: 
Rescheduled Date:
Monday, October 15 (7 p.m.)
Location: TI Boardroom
Dr. Jay Jacoby, distinguished professor of literature and yearly guest at the 
Temple Israel book club, will lead the club discussion of “A Replacement Life”  
by Boris Fishman. For additional information contact Linda Levy (704) 366-6362, 
levyollie@aol.com or visit templeisraelnc.org.

HOLIDAY SERVICES
Erev Simchat Torah Celebration 

Monday, October 1
5-5:30 p.m. - Torah Tots Simchat Torah

5:30-6:15 p.m.- Spaghetti Dinner (reservations closed)
6:15-7:15 p.m. - Dancing with the Torah Celebration

7:15 p.m. - Ice Cream Dessert Party and Adult Bar 
Please join us for music, dancing, and celebrations with the Torah! 

Simchat Torah Services
Tuesday, October 2

9:30 a.m. – Morris & Sylvia Speizman Sanctuary

*Kiddush Luncheon following services is sponsored by: The Aaron 
Gleiberman Simchat Torah Celebration Fund

 

80th
 ANNIVERSARY of 

KRISTALLNACHT
NIGHT of the BROKEN GLASS

COMMEMORATION 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2018 
7 P.M.

Temple Israel

SAVE THE DATE

THE   ROSE   ROOM  - Women   Of  Temple   Israel    GIFT  SHOP
GIFT SHOP HOURS 
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Tuesday – Thursday:  10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Friday - 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Special appointments outside normal business hours are 
available. Please contact Tess Berger (704) 488-3842, Shellie 
Barer (516) 375-4708 or Cindy Jennes (704) 443-7643

Proceeds support Temple Israel, Women of Temple Israel,  
Temple Israel  Youth Programs, and Social Action Initiatives. 

STOP BY AND SEE OUR EXPANDED PRODUCT 
SELECTION AND LET US HELP YOU FIND THAT 
PERFECT GIFT FOR SIMCHAS, HOLIDAYS & MORE! 

Cantor Shira Lissek
Sunday, October 28, 2018, 4 p.m.

TEMPLE ISRAEL CELEBRATES THE INSTALLATION OF

 חזן שירה תמר

 Join Cantor Lissek as she celebrates with a  
Concert Extraordinaire with her mentors and friends.: 

Cantor Azi Schwartz, Park Avenue Synagogue, NYC
Cantor Alisa Pomerantz, President of the Cantors Assembly

Cantor Leon Lissek, Cantor Emeritus, B’nai Amoona, St. Louis
Beth Styles, Producer/Composer/Artist

Cantor Laurie Akers, Congregation Or Shalom, Vernon Hills
Monty Bennett, Music Director, Temple Israel, Charlotte  

Open to the public and free of charge.
Join us for a champagne reception immediately following the concert.

* Babysitting is available with RSVP for children 7 weeks  
through 8 years old (limited space).

Temple Israel has received a Legacy Gift from 
the estate of  Abraham “Abe” & Rose Luski. 

We are grateful to Abe & Rose for their  
decades of service and dedication to  

Temple Israel during their lives and we deeply 
appreciate their continued generosity.

www.templeisraelnc.org
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2018
7:30 PM

CONCERT PREVIEW: 6:55 PM

HALTON THEATER
CENTRAL PIEDMONT COMMUNITY COLLEGE (CPCC)

1206 ELIZABETH AVENUE, CHARLOTTE, NC

EMANUEL AX
world-renowned pianist

By Brian Yesowitch, Hilbert 
Fuerstman Historical Chair

I would first like to ask ev-
eryone who is reading this to go 
immediately to www.hebrew-
cemetery.org and sign up to be a 
member of the Charlotte Hebrew 
Cemetery Association. Don’t ask 
questions. Don’t ponder if you’ll 
be buried in Charlotte. Don’t 
worry if you don’t belong to a 
synagogue or temple in Charlotte. 
Consider it your “goal of the day.” 
It’s $72 annually and you will re-
ceive some benefits and discounts 
I’ll cover later in this article.

In August, my family observed 
a Jewish ritual that is unique to 
Jewish religious practice. We held 
an “unveiling ceremony” for my 
aunt’s cemetery headstone. My 
aunt, Janice Newman, lost a nine-
month bout with stage four lung 
cancer that had metastasized to 
her bones. It was a difficult situa-
tion for all of us as she was much 
loved by her family and friends. 
The funeral last September was 
heartbreaking and now we were 
to return to the cemetery to unveil 
the stone and prepare for the first 
yahrzeit, which her immediate 
family will observe in September 
on the one-year anniversary of 
her death.

Lexington, KY is a wonderful 
college town that has a Jewish 
Federation, two synagogues, as 
well as a Chabad organization 
affiliated with the University of 
KY, a Jewish summer camp, and 
a Jewish food festival.  However 
there is no Jewish cemetery. The 
historic Lexington Cemetery, 

near Rupp Arena, home of the 
Kentucky Wildcat men’s bas-
ketball team, is the final resting 
place of many notable Kentucki-
ans. Mary Todd Lincoln, the KY 

born wife of our 16th President 
is buried there. Statesman Henry 
Clay, legendary basketball coach 
Adolph Rupp, and even actor 
Jim Varney (most famous for the 

“Ernest” movies) 
as well as a who’s 
who of thorough-
bred horse breed-
ers, owners, train-
ers, as well as other 
politicians, actors, 
businessmen, and 
women are also 
buried in the Lex-
ington Cemetery. 
Imagine my inter-
est and enthusiasm 
when I learned that 
there were two Jew-
ish sections in this 
historic cemetery.

The Jewish peo-
ple of Lexington 
and their temples 

(if they are affiliated) as well 
as the funeral homes make ar-
rangements with the Cemetery 
directly. Other than their Rabbi 
(if they are affiliated), there are 
no Jewish professionals involved 
with the process. The Lexington 
Cemetery also doesn’t take into 
consideration families with a fi-
nancial need. These are just a few 
of the reasons I feel we in Char-
lotte are fortunate to have our 
Charlotte Hebrew Cemetery. In 
1867, a dozen or so Jewish fam-
ilies decided they wanted to be 
a community and create the first 
Jewish community institution in 
Charlotte. They created a ceme-
tery to inter Jewish people from 
Charlotte, Gaston County, Iredell 
County, Statesville, Mocksville, 
and many communities in neigh-
boring South Carolina as well. It 
was their intent to have a place for 
every Jew in town to be buried.

Our Charlotte Hebrew Cem-
etery Association follows their 
same model today.  We have a 
modest annual dues payment 
of $72. Our cemetery is mem-
ber based – and we don’t dictate 
which synagogue or temple the 
member should belong to. It may 
be that you have connections to 
synagogues in other cities. We 
don’t discriminate in that manner. 
Nor do we discriminate based 
on finances. In 2012, with coop-
eration from Jewish Family Ser-
vices and the Charlotte area syn-
agogues and clergy, we petitioned 
the Jewish Federation to create 
the Jewish Funeral Assistance 
Fund. Along with our Norman 
Steinberger Funeral Assistance 
Fund, we now have a robust sup-

port structure that uses the profes-
sional services and experiences of 
Charlotte Jewish Family Services 
to direct Federation funds desig-
nated specifically for financial aid 
for funerals as well as contribu-
tions from area clergy to provide 
the same standard of dignified 
care and comfort to families in 
their time of loss – regardless of 
their ability to pay “full price” 
for a funeral. Our “assisted” fu-
nerals are undistinguishable from 
our other funerals. We don’t have 
a “paupers’ section” as the other 
cemeteries have. We work with 
the families and provide support 
and guidance because our com-
munity is blessed to have a Jewish 
funeral support system that our 
Director Sandra Goldman leads 
with compassion and yiddishkeit.  

Please contact Sandra Gold-
man at 704-576-1859 or direc-
tor@hebrewcemtery.org for more 
information about being a mem-
ber, funeral pre-planning, finan-
cial aid for funerals, volunteering 
at the cemetery, or designating 
the Hebrew Cemetery as a benefi-
ciary of your will or estate. Please 
join us and help us accomplish 
our mission of providing respect-
ful and dignified Jewish funerals 
for all Charlotte area Jewish peo-
ple.Y

The City Without a Jewish Cemetery

The headstone of Brian Yesowitch's aunt, Janice New-
man, is in the newer Jewish section of the Lexington 
Cemetery in KY.

Rabbi David Wirtschafter leads the family of Janice Newman in prayer 
at the unveiling of her headstone on August 19.

www.charlotteconcerts.org
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Stay up to date with everything at Temple Beth El – follow us on Facebook and visit our website.

5101 Providence Road   |   Charlotte, NC 28226   |   704.366.1948   |   templebethel.org 

WORSHIP

Drop by to see our unique  
merchandise by new designers and 
artisans arriving daily.

Discovered Traditions is open 10:00 am to 3:00 pm Monday—Wednesday  
and Friday, before and after Friday night services, and on Religious 
School Sundays. Proceeds support the Temple Beth El Religious School.

LEARNING

Temple Beth El offers unique educational opportunities for the lover of learning 
in your family. Find out more about our adult education programs and register 
at www.templebethel.org.

October 2018 Adult Learning Events
The Art of Chanting the Torah  
with Cantor Mary Rebecca Thomas 
4 Saturday mornings starting Oct. 6
Learn Torah trope, a system of musical grammar that brings meaning, structure, 
and beauty to the way that we read and chant from our Torah each week.

Elements of Judaism with Betsy Olinger and Sara Bryan 
7 Tuesday evenings, starting Oct. 9
An introductory course to Jewish thought, belief, and practice designed for anyone 
who wants to reinforce or establish a foundation in understanding Judaism. 

The Many Meanings of Israel  
with Temple Beth El’s Rabbi Emerita, Rabbi Judy Schindler, 
Sklut Professor of Jewish Studies
3 Wednesday evenings starting Oct. 17
The term “Israel” has many meanings. Join Rabbi Judy Schindler as we  
explore the meaning of the people, land, and dream of Israel, 70 years after  
the founding of the modern state. 

Sage: Seeking Jewish Wisdom with Rabbi Asher Knight 
7 Daytime Sessions Starting Monday, Oct. 22
This year’s Sage will explore the ideas of Jewish identity that have shaped  
our people and we will consider how our ideas of Jewish identity will affect  
our people’s future.

More Programs in October
Same Stories, Different Texts: The Hebrew Bible  
and the New Testament 
8 Wednesday afternoons starting Oct. 3

TBE Bends Toward Justice  
(#TBERaceandJustice Learning Series)
Wednesday, Oct. 10

Torah Study meets weekly

 Uptown Study, SouthPark Study, TBE Book Club,  
SPICE Programs all meet monthly

Join our vibrant Jewish community today.  
Contact Candace Naliboff, Director of Member Services at 704.749.3068 
or cnaliboff@templebethel.org.

An inclusive and dynamic Reform Jewish congregation   •   More than 1,200 families strong

Always a warm welcome. 

Celebrating Shabbat
First Fridays
5:30 pm   SongFest
6:00 pm   Family Shabbat Evening Service 
8:00 pm   Shabbat Evening Service

All other Fridays
6:30 pm   Shabbat Evening Service

Saturdays
11:00 am   Shabbat Morning Service

Simchat Torah Festival Service with Yizkor
11:00 am Monday, Oct. 1

Please check www.templebethel.org for service times and details.

www.templebethel.org
www.templebethel.org
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CJP is a partnership of Temple Beth El, Temple Israel & LJCC

Your Annual Fund Contributions  
Elevate Our Ability To...
LEARN – Professional development  
for our staff & special programs for our children.

GROW – Infrastructure and technology 
improvements for our school.

CONNECT– Stronger relationships  
with our families, staff & community members.

PLEDGE ONLINE AT:  charlottejewishpreschool.org704-944-6776

2018-2019 Annual Fund  
Going on Now!

By Sarah Rudolph 
(Kveller via JTA) - There 

seems to be a widespread mis-
conception in the Orthodox world 
that the upcoming holiday of Sim-
chat Torah is a “men’s holiday.” 

I can understand the confusion, 
stemming from what we celebrate 
and how we celebrate it. 

Simchat Torah has evolved as 
a celebration of the annual cycle 
of weekly Torah readings —read-
ings that in Orthodox shuls oc-
cur purely on the men’s side of 
the mechitza, or divider. And we 
celebrate it by taking all the To-
rah scrolls out of the ark — also 
on the men’s side — and danc-
ing seven circuits, or hakafot, 
with them. There is much joyful 
singing, generally in a masculine 
timbre, and the dancing men take 
turns holding the heavy scrolls. 

With so much action naturally 
taking place on the other side, I 
can understand — sort of — why 
things tend to be much less live-
ly on my side of the mechitza. 
Depending on the community, 
the women might dance, but it is 
rarely as exuberant, as populated 
or as sustained as the men’s danc-
ing. My childhood memories of 
the holiday involve a core group 
of women who enjoyed dancing 
and would try to get things going, 
while most of the women might 
join for a few minutes in between 
their primary activities of chat-
ting, chasing sugared-up children 
(did I mention excessive candy 
often plays a role in the celebra-
tions?) and watching the men. 

From what I have experienced 
and heard since, my shul was fair-
ly typical, though in many places 
the women don’t dance at all — 
or even show up. 

My husband likes to tell of the 
girl he once dated who was sur-
prised at the suggestion that she 
might go to shul on Simchat To-
rah. 

“Why would I go?” she asked. 
“I have no one to watch.” 

For her, I think, it was accepted 
as a matter of course that dancing 
on Simchat Torah is what men do, 
and she wouldn’t have ever imag-
ined that she could — or should 
— have a part in it. 

For others, the questions 
around women and Simchat 
Torah are more fraught — and 
many focus on the Torah scrolls 
themselves, arguing that if the 
women can’t dance with a To-
rah, then they feel excluded, like 
their dancing is pointless. Indeed, 
in more recent years, as this sort 
of discomfort with gender dis-
parities has increased, many rab-
bis have concluded that there is 
no real halachic problem with a 
woman carrying a Torah scroll, 
and in some shuls a scroll or two 
will be passed to the women’s 
side for the dancing. 

This is the part where I have a 

harder time understanding. 
So often I hear some version of 

either, “My rabbi lets the wom-
en have a Torah, so the women’s 
dancing is nice,” or “The women 
in my shul don’t have a Torah, so 
it’s lame; they just stand around 
talking and watching the men 
dance.” 

It is really easy to blame the 
men and the rabbis. It is real-
ly easy to say, “If only we were 
granted equal rights and could 
dance with a Torah scroll, we 
would dance and celebrate, too.” 
It is really easy to say, “I’m not 
going to shul if the women are 
just going to sit around schmooz-
ing and watching the men. It’s a 
men’s holiday; I don’t feel a part 
of it.” 

It’s really easy to say those 
things, but if I may be frank, I 
think it’s all baloney. We have 
an equal right to Torah. I’m not 
talking about holding the scroll; 
that, to my mind, is secondary. 
The real point is that we have 
an equal right to rejoice in our 
sacred heritage. Nobody is mak-
ing us chat; ultimately, no one is 
stopping us from dancing. If it’s 
a men’s holiday, that is because 
we let it be. We can unite and 
take back Simchat Torah. We can 
choose to dance. 

And we don’t need a scroll to 
do it. 

What are we dancing for, after 
all? 

On Simchat Torah, I dance for 
the concept of Torah, not the ob-
ject. I dance for myself and my 

love of Torah study. I dance for 
the joy of the completed cycle of 
reading, and I dance for the joy of 
beginning all over again. I dance 
because I will shortly have tears 
in my eyes, like I do every year, 
as I listen to the account of Mo-
ses’ death in the last few verses of 
the Torah. I dance because I will 
shortly be awed, as I am every 
year, when we begin again and 
read, “And it was evening, and 
it was morning, one day.” The 
very beginning of everything; 
something, where there had been 
nothing. 

I, too, can make something 
from nothing, in my own little 
way. I can walk into a women’s 
section full of schmoozing wom-
en and wild kids, grab some hands 
and create a circle of joy. I can re-
joice in Torah, and nothing — no 
object or lack of it, no mechitza, 
no rows of chairs presenting a lo-
gistical challenge — will stop me. 

I only hope, this year, the oth-
er women on my side get up and 
dance, too. Y

(Sarah Rudolph lives in Cleve-
land with her family. She has 
been teaching Jewish text stud-
ies for over 10 years to students 
ranging from elementary school 
to retirement age.)

Simchat Torah Doesn’t Have to be a “Men’s Holiday” 

Photo courtesy of Kveller.com.

www.charlottejewishpreschool.org
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By Penny Schwartz
Boston (JTA) – From an Afri-

can warthog to swinging orang-
utans, animals from all corners 
of the planet are featured in two 
stories among a new crop of chil-
dren’s books at the Jewish New 
Year that also includes a lyrical 
poem of the biblical story of cre-
ation and a magical story about an 
ordinary shoebox.

And a bonus: An illustrated 
picture book tells the story of Re-
gina Jonas, the German Jewish 
girl who followed her dream to 
become the first woman ordained 
as a rabbi.

Young ones can get a jump 
start on the new year by turning 
the pages on these entertaining 
and informative reads.

Shani’s Shoebox
Written and illustrated by Ri-
nat Hoffer; translated (from 
Hebrew) by Noga Applebaum
Green Bean Books; ages 4-8

Prepare to be enchanted. 
Shani’s Shoebox, a gently rhym-
ing poem-story for Rosh Hasha-
nah by the award-winning Israeli 
illustrator and children’s author 
Rinat Hoffer, will kick off the 
Jewish New Year on the right 
foot.

Shani’s “abba,” the Hebrew 
word for dad, surprises her with 
a pair of shiny new red shoes for 
Rosh Hashanah. Naturally she 
tosses aside the ordinary looking 
shoebox.

“It was only a box after all, 
nothing more,” she says.

But on Yom Kippur, Shani finds 
the box hidden behind stuffed ani-
mals and the next day crafts it into 
a sukkah. During Chanukah, a cat 
discovers the discarded box and 
uses it to stay warm in the winter. 
Season to season, the box takes 
on a magical quality, turning up 
in new guises and with new uses 
throughout a year’s worth of Jew-
ish holidays.

The next Rosh Hashanah, 
when Shani’s father fills the box 
with a new pair of shoes — this 
time they are blue — Shani is re-
minded of the year’s adventures.

Hoffer’s colorful, animated il-
lustrations draw in readers with 
vibrant energy. In one scene, as 
the family prepares the house 
for Passover, Shani is on a stool 
cleaning a mirror and her dad is 
sweeping. It’s refreshing to have 
a children’s story that depicts a 
father in everyday roles more 
commonly associated with moms, 
like buying shoes for his kids and 
cleaning the house.

Where’s the Potty on This Ark?
Kerry Olitzky; illustration by 
Abigail Tompkins
Kar-Ben; ages 1-4

Even on Noah’s Ark, the ani-
mals need to use the potty. Young 

kids will be delightfully surprised 
with this inventive spin on the 
biblical story of Noah, from the 
Book of Genesis. As Noah and 
his wife, Naamah, greet each of 
the animals onto the ark, Naamah 
makes sure they are comfortable.

“Be careful not to hit your head 
on the ceiling,” she warns.

The ark comes well designed, 
with big potties for the elephants 
and little ones for smaller friends. 
When a baby raccoon needs to 
use the bathroom, Mother Hen 
patiently guides the young one to 
learn how. The animals offer an 
empathetic lesson in taking care 
of one’s body, complete with a 
prayer. And off they sail on the 
ark as the rains begin.

Kerry Olitzky’s simple, light-
hearted prose is paired well with 
Abigail Tompkins’ playful illus-
trations. The book makes a time-
ly read during the High Holidays 
because the story of Noah is read 
in synagogues on the second 
Shabbat following Simchat To-
rah, when the cycle of reading the 
Torah begins anew.

Who’s Got the Etrog?
Jane Kohuth; illustrations by 
Elissambura
Kar-Ben; ages 4-8

In this brightly illustrated story 
for Sukkot, Jane Kohuth weaves 
a playful folk-like tale told in 
simple poetic verse. In her rural 
village in Uganda, under a bright 
and full milk-bowl moon, Auntie 
Sanyu is preparing for the fall 
harvest holiday when Jews build 
a hut called a sukkah where they 
eat, welcome guests, and some-
times even sleep. Kids follow 
Auntie Sanyu as she decorates 
her sukkah and places a lulav, the 
bunch of green palm branches, 

and a bright yellow etrog, the lem-
on-like fruit, on a tray to be used 
in the holiday rituals by Auntie 
Sanyu’s animal guests.  But Wart-
hog loves the etrog so much, he 
doesn’t want to hand it over to the 
lion, parrots, or giraffe. A young 
girl named Sara intervenes.

The story comes to life in Elis-
sambura’s boldly colored, strik-
ing collage-style illustrations. 
The back page explains the his-
tory of the Ugandan Jewish com-
munity called the Abayudaya, 

and a glossary explains about the 
sukkah and lulav and terms like 
“Oy,vey!”

Regina Persisted: An Untold 
Story
Sandy Eisenberg Sasso; illus-
trated by Margeaux Lucas
Apples & Honey Press; ages 7-12

These days, when Jew-
ish-American kids attend syna-
gogue during the High Holidays, 
it’s not that unusual to have a fe-
male rabbi leading the congrega-
tion. Older kids may be fascinat-
ed to learn about Regina Jonas, 
the German Jew who in 1935, 
against many odds and strict gen-
der roles, became the first woman 
ordained as a rabbi.

In this illustrated biography, 
which garnered a starred review 
from Kirkus, Sandy Eisenberg 
Sasso traces how Jonas persisted 
until religious authorities finally 
allowed her to take the exam to 
become a rabbi.  Margeaux Lu-
cas’ illustrations capture the peri-
od, with drawings of Berlin life. 

New Children’s Books: A Magical Shoebox and Animals from 
Everywhere   

(Continued on page 39)

Legacy
Donors

Anonymous* (3)
Sanford and Lois Benjamin
Bobbi and Don Bernstein
Barry and Lisa Blau
Jill Blumenthal
David and Bonnie Bornstein
Sera and Marvin Callif
David and Aleen Epstein
Jacob M. and Hunter K. Fuerstman
Sandra Goldman
Mark and Linda Goldsmith
Meg D. Goldstein and   

Matthew Luftglass
Bill and Patty (OBM) Gorelick
Jake Jacobson
Nancy and Robert Kipnis
Lorrie and Barry Klemons and Family

Barry Bobrow and Karen Knoble
Elise and Jaime Kosofsky
Eric and Susan Lerner
Harry and Gloria Lerner
Barbara and Jerry Levin
David and Brenda Levin and Family
Louis Sinkoe and H. Kevin Levine 
Howard and Julie Lerner Levine
Leon and Sandra Levine
Eric Levinson
Lisa Strause Levinson
Michael Littauer
Annie and Harrison Lord
Rose (OBM) and Abe (OBM) Luski
Peggy and John (OBM) McManus
Paula Sigal Musler
Marcelle and Allan Oxman
Albert Rogat

Estelle and Murray (OBM) Rosen
Fern T. Sanderson
Marty and Elaine Schefflin
Marc and Mattye Silverman
Gary and Maxine (OBM) Silverstein
Marcia and Paul Simon
Lori and Eric Sklut
Philip and Lauren Stark
Stephanie and Steven Starr
Norman Steinberger
Jeffrey and Karen Turk
Amy and Mark Vitner
Nora Wolf 
Brian Yesowitch Family
Barbara and Herman Ziegler
*Donors who wish to remain anonymous
OBM - Of Blessed Memory

The following individuals/families are in the Book of 
Life Society and have granted us permission to share 
with you that Hebrew Cemetery Association has 
been included as a beneficiary of their legacy gift.
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To learn how you can create your own Jewish legacy, contact 
Phil Warshauer (704) 973-4544 or Nancy Kipnis (704) 973-4554.
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By Cnaan Liphshiz
Amsterdam (JTA) — My wife 

and I were married roughly 5,000 
diapers ago, and she’s still wait-
ing for me to propose.

I know this because she re-
minds me every anniversary.

To be clear, ours was no shot-
gun wedding. Iris and I were 
hitched in a civil marriage in Hol-
land five years ago — a whole-
some two years before our first 
child arrived.

But issues persist with my mar-
riage proposal in 2013. Iris claims 
that I mumbled, over scrambled 
eggs, “So, like, do you want to 
get married or something?” But I 
think we had pancakes that day.

What she’s owed, I guess, is 
one of those orchestrated pro-
ductions involving playful deceit, 
an airplane banner and a seaside 
kneel to the sounds of saxophone 
played by a hired musician who 
pops out of nowhere at exact-
ly the right time along with two 
cameramen and a boom operator.

But for a fuss-averse pragma-
tist like me, such affairs feel far 
too unnatural.

Which is why it may seem a bit 
strange that I am arranging (if you 
can call it that: with less than a 
week to go, I have no ring) a sec-
ond wedding ceremony. This time 
it’s with a rabbi, huppah, ketubah 
— the whole shebang.

And it’s all at my insistence.
To be honest, it makes no sense 

to be doing it now, when we al-
ready have our hands full with 

two small children. Or at all. 
While we are both Jewish ac-
cording to halachah, Orthodox 
law, neither of us observe its 
laws. We don’t even believe in 
God, let alone what Orthodox 
Judaism says are God’s rules 
for matrimony.

But after some soul-search-
ing over Rosh Hashanah, the 
Jewish New Year, I realized 
that my desire for a Jewish 
wedding is rooted in a grow-
ing uncertainty — that of be-
longing to a persecuted people 
whose own identity and place 
in Europe, and Israel, are being 
redefined rapidly.

Essentially, I want to have an 
Orthodox wedding and a ketubah 
— a Jewish religious marriage 
contract — to guarantee our chil-
dren’s eligibility for becoming 
card-carrying members of any 
stream of Judaism, and for re-
maining Israeli citizens.

As things stand today, they al-
ready qualify as both even though 
their parents don’t have a ketu-
bah, which in Judaism is optional 
anyway. (In halachah, a man and 
woman technically need neither 
ketubah nor wedding ceremony 
to be husband and wife – cohab-
itation is enough to seal a mar-
riage, although the practice was 
discouraged by the rabbis.)

Our kids can obtain Israeli 
passports because I am a citizen.

And because my wife is Jew-
ish according to halachah (her 
mother had an Orthodox conver-

sion before my wife was born), 
our son and daughter meet the 
definition of who is a Jew under a 
matrilineal standard accepted by 
all streams.

But amid radicalization in 
Orthodox circles in Israel and 
beyond, there seems to be little 
guarantee that this will be the case 
20 years from now. Our ketubah 
may therefore shield our children 
from scrutiny and complications.

In 2016, for example, an Or-
thodox rabbinical court in the 
Israeli city of Petach Tikvah 
retroactively declared a woman 
non-Jewish. She had undergone 
an Orthodox conversion overseen 
by Haskel Lookstein – one of the 
most highly regarded Orthodox 
rabbis in North America. Never-
theless, the Chief Rabbinate has 
begun to treat all conversions per-
formed in America as suspect, as 
JTA has reported.

Amid this war among Ortho-
dox rabbis, can anyone guaran-
tee that hardliners won’t move 
to disqualify as Jews those who 
were born to converts? Or, for 
that matter, a Dutch Jew whose 
parents never bothered to get 
married in a Jewish ceremony?

Consider the case of Yossi 
Fackenheim, the 39-year-old 
son of the late Holocaust sur-
vivor and Reform rabbi Emil 
Fackenheim. In 2009, an Or-
thodox dayan, or rabbinic 
judge, in Jerusalem retroac-
tively declared null and void 
the younger Fackenheim’s Or-

thodox conversion to Judaism in 
Canada at the age of 2. The stated 
reason: The convert did not lead 
an Orthodox observant lifestyle.

Fearing this radicalization, I 
want to make sure our son and 
daughter have documentation to 
escape such injustice, for exam-
ple, if and when they choose to 
marry Jewishly.

Deeper under the surface, 
though, there are other concerns 
driving me to retie the knot.

In the eight years that have 
passed since I moved to the 
Netherlands, dark clouds have 
gathered over Western Europe, 
making it increasingly inhospita-
ble to Jews. Against a backdrop 
of anti-Semitic conspiracy theo-
ries and smears, violence against 
Jews is making a huge comeback 
in this part of the world.

In Amsterdam, where we live 
and enrolled our children in a 

heavily guarded Jewish kinder-
garten, a Syrian asylum seeker 
last year vandalized a kosher 
restaurant while waving a Pal-
estinian flag to protest President 
Donald Trump’s moving of the 
U.S. Embassy in Israel to Jerusa-
lem.

In Antwerp, where I some-
times spend Rosh Hashanah with 
my relatives, an Arab driver is be-
lieved to have tried to run over a 
Jew and his son while they were 
walking to synagogue earlier this 
year. In 2014, an Islamist alleged-
ly murdered four people at the 
Brussels Jewish museum.

In France, a jihadist killed a 
rabbi and four children at a Jew-
ish school in 2012. Another Mus-
lim fundamentalist murdered four 
Jews at a kosher store in 2015. 
And in 2014, gangs of rioters at-
tacked at least nine synagogues in 
that country as payback for Isra-
el’s war on Hamas.

Even Britain, which many lo-
cal Jews have long thought of as 
a safe haven, is seeing the resur-
gence of anti-Semitism, including 
inside the Labour Party under its 
populist far-left leader, Jeremy 
Corbyn.

A future here is becoming in-
creasingly difficult to imagine for 
our children, to whom I speak in 
Hebrew and whom I often sing 
to sleep by butchering Naomi 
Shemer’s Zionist song about Je-
rusalem, “Yerushalaim Shel Za-
hav.”

I Don’t Believe in God — But This Is Why I’m Having an Orthodox 
Wedding

(Continued on page 39)

Cnaan Liphshiz and wife Iris celebrating 
their wedding in the Netherlands, July 2, 
2013. (Courtesy of Liphshiz)
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CHARLOTTE JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL
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The simple story of a boat,  
a cloud, the sun, and water. 
Little people and their loved 
one experience the story  
together through their senses. 
Designed for ages 0-3.Gorelick Hall at Shalom Park

Several scenes convey the young 
Regina as a kind of Disney-like 
Belle, greeting peddlers at the 
market, and clutching a book, 
daydreaming, as she crosses the 
street.

The afterword tells of the trag-
ic ending of Jonas’ life in 1944, 
where she was killed in the Nazi 
death camp at Auschwitz. It 
would be nearly 30 years later 
until another woman, the Amer-
ican Sally Priesand, is ordained, 
in the Reform movement. Today 
there are nearly 1,000 women 
rabbis around the world, among 
them the book’s author, who 
herself was a trailblazer as the 
first woman to be ordained as a 
rabbi in the Reconstructionist 
movement. Eisenberg Sasso also 
is the award-winning author of 
the best-selling children’s book 
“God’s Paintbrush.”

A Moon for Moe and Mo
Jane Breskin Zalben; illustrat-
ed by Mehrdokht Amini
Charlebridge; ages 3-7

In this gloriously illustrated, 
uplifting story for these times, 
two boys — one Jewish and one 
Muslim — from Brooklyn’s Flat-

bush Avenue meet at a Middle 
Eastern grocery shop. It’s a rare 
year when Rosh Hashanah and 
Ramadan coincide in the fall. As 
their mothers shop, the boys run 
through the aisles, overflowing 
with spices, fruits, olives, and 
sugar-dusted candies, causing mi-
nor mischief and striking up the 
beginnings of a friendship. As 
the endearing story unfolds, the 
friendship blossoms and inspires 
their families to celebrate togeth-
er.

Jane Breskin Zalben, an 
award-winning author, adds to 
her considerable collection of en-
gaging stories that have enlivened 
the Jewish holidays for a genera-
tion of readers — “Beni’s Family 
Treasury” and “Pearl’s Passover,” 
among others. Mehrdokht Ami-
ni’s colorful collage illustrations 
burst off the page and bring the 
bustling neighborhood to life. 
Back pages explain the holidays 
and include recipes for each.

And There Was Evening and 
There Was Morning
Harriet Cohen Helfand and El-
lan Kahan Zager; illustrations 
by Ellen Kahan Zager
Kar-Ben; ages 3-8

The story of Creation unfolds 
in lyrical rhyming couplets in this 
day-by-day biblical interpretation 
that introduces young kids to the 
Jewish origin story of how the 
world came to be. On day one, 
God brought light from darkness: 
“Our beautiful world was under-
way.”

In this retelling, God is referred 
to in gender-neutral language. 
Older kids will be engrossed with 

Kahan Zager’s detailed illus-
trations, which are drawn using 
Hebrew letters and words. The 
back page is a simple illustrated 
dictionary of Hebrew and English 
words.

The Creation Book
Chani Gansburg; illustrated by 
Dena Ackerman
Hachai Publishing; ages 2-6

Bold, bright illustrations will 
dazzle young readers in this story 
of Creation told in lively rhyming 
couplets that evoke each day’s 
creation. The double-page spread 
for day five is a swirl of crea-
tures from the oceans and sky: 
“Fins and scales. Flapping tails. A 
school of fish. A pod of whales.”

Verse and art are well paired in 
this story, which is geared to fam-
ilies in the haredi Orthodox com-
munity, using the word Hashem, 
for God, with the He pronoun.Y

Israel must remain a fortress 
that’s open to them.

By Israeli law, they are enti-
tled to citizenship as my children 
even if they weren’t Jewish. But 
laws can be changed — and by 
the same group of people who 
are retroactively declaring people 
non-Jewish.

Granted, these are pretty som-
ber motives for getting hitched. 
But after studying our ketubah 
with our rabbi, I feel entitled to 
some pessimism.

“It’s basically a prenup,” the 
rabbi told me about the text writ-
ten on parchment, which states 
the man is responsible for the 
woman’s well-being and speci-
fies what alimony he’d pay her if 
he divorces her. “Nobody likes a 
prenup, so I don’t call it that. And 
it contains some rosy talk about 
the joys of marriage. But make 
no mistake, this document is 
about what happens if it all goes 
wrong.”

Then there’s the fact that as 
Jews, we’re told to remember the 
destruction of the Temple in Jeru-
salem when we wed. That’s why, 
traditionally, Jewish men break a 
glass under the huppah, or cano-
py.

Living as a Jew in Europe, a 
graveyard for 6 million Holocaust 
victims, destruction is never too 
far from my mind.

Such pessimism also extends 
to Israel, where despite phenom-
enal successes and inspiring ex-
pressions of unity, polarization 
in society has joined neighborly 

hostility as a major threat to a vi-
able future in a homeland for all 
Jews.

Still, I think of our Jewish wed-
ding also as acknowledgment and 
appreciation of the tremendous 
privileges with which I’ve been 
blessed and seek to preserve.

The first is living with the best 
partner I could’ve hoped for. The 
second is our children’s place in 
the world’s only Jewish country. 
In joy and in sorrow, in sickness 
and in health, and hopefully long 
after death does us part.Y

Orthodox Wedding
(Continued from page 38)

New Books
(Continued from page 37)
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