
The Main Event, which marks
the beginning of the Jewish Fed
eration’s 2018 Campaign, was

held on Sunday, December 3,
2017. 

A crowd of over 440 Greater

Charlotte community members
packed into Temple Israel’s sanc
tuary. 

Keynote Speaker Ambassador
Dan Shapiro spoke at length about
his experience as the U.S. Ambas
sador to Israel from May of 2011
until the end of the Obama Ad
ministration in January of 2017.

Shapiro’s motivation for en
gagement with Israel is rooted in
his first trip there. When he was
four, his parents, who were aca
demics, took his family to Israel
for a sixmonth sabbatical. It was
1973, and his family stayed dur

ing the Yom Kippur
War. His memories
and emotions led him
to become a fluent
Hebrew speaker and
an American Jew
who closely follows
current events in Is
rael. 

As Ambassador,
he experienced many
highs and lows as he
was on the front lines
of navigating the
U.S.Israel relation
ship. It was true that
there was tension be

tween President Obama and
Prime Minister Netanyahu, he ad
mitted, but he was also in office
during times of incredible growth
in the relations between the two
countries. The third Memorandum
of Understanding was signed – an
agreement through which the U.S.
has promised to provide $38 bil
lion in security assistance to Israel
over the next ten years. This MOU
represents the largest U.S. aid
package ever. Shapiro was proud
of the increased communication
and collaboration between U.S.

and Israeli defense and intelli
gence communities. Both from
the stage throughout his time in
Charlotte, Dan Shapiro was spoke
highly of this Jewish community
and the leadership of our Federa
tion. 

The program started with Jason
Pressberg, Federation’s new Chief
Development Officer, welcoming
everyone. Main Event CoChairs
Risa Miller and Jeff Turk told
their personal stories of moving to
Charlotte and becoming involved
in Federation and many other
Jewish organizations. Both spoke
passionately about the growth of
Jewish life here and the need for
greater investment, commitment
and involvement moving forward. 

This year, Federation’s goal
for its Annual Campaign is the
largest in history – an audacious
goal of $4 million. After Risa
Miller announced the goal, Jeff
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Join us as we mark 70 years of
statehood by exploring Israel’s ex
traordinary people, culture, his
tory, and politics. Speakers,
performers, artists, and celebra
tions will showcase the complex
ity and diversity of contemporary
Israel in a series of programs de
signed to entertain, educate, and
inspire. We look forward to cele
brating Israel’s 70th birthday with
you.

The number 70 has always
been important throughout Jewish
tradition. When Jacob’s family
went down to Egypt, they num
bered “seventy souls.” Moses was
commanded to appoint 70 elders
to help him govern Israel. The
Midrash tells us that Torah is so
wonderfully multifaceted as to
have 70 “faces.” After the Tower
of Babel, humankind separated
into 70 nations, each with their
own language. 70, then, has a long
history of exemplifying both the
unity and the diversity of the Jew
ish experience. And now, we’re

thrilled to mark Israel’s 70th birth
day, a special occasion for the
global Jewish community to re
joice in 70 years of independence,
vitality, strength, and innovation.

To celebrate, we have a full cal
endar of events for our entire
community in store for you. Join
us for the most fun, exciting, and
thoughtprovoking Israel pro
gramming of the year. 

Let’s mark this moment, to
gether.

Thursday, January 25 at 7 PM 
Israel Story: Ancient Land,
Modern Tales 
A Live Multimedia Event
Halton Theater, CPCC Central
Campus 

“Israel Story,” the awardwin
ning radio show and podcast, that
public radio icon Ira Glass calls,
“the Israeli ‘This American
Life,’” is coming to Charlotte for
a special performance of its wildly
popular live show – “Roomies:
Stories of Living Together.” This

show is part of the Jewish Feder
ation’s celebrations of Israel’s
70th. 

In a blend of storytelling, orig
inal live music, video art, and
dance, the members of Israel’s
most popular podcast will share
tales of Israelis from all over the
country. 

You will hear about the fifty
yearlong friendship between
Moshe Dayan’s widow and Yasser
Arafat’s motherinlaw; about the

moment when sexy lingerie
threatened to topple the Israeli
government about a lonesoldier
boarding with none other than
Golda Meir; about Etgar Keret’s
subversive selfpromotion tactics;
about a narrowly missed opportu
nity to sign a regional peace
agreement in the days after the Six
Day War and more. 

“Israelis, we all know, are a na
tion of storytellers. So in many
ways our task was an easy one –
to shine a spotlight on the little
(and big!) dramas that comprise
Israeli life. Our primary goal is to
tell the story of a different, diverse
Israel: To amplify voices that are
rarely heard on the mainstream
media, to showcase, and celebrate
the plurality of local communities
and traditions. By bringing you
multifaceted narratives on
thoughtprovoking themes, “Israel
Story” aims to become a refresh
ing alternative.”  

Since their debut, “Israel
Story” has been featured in the

Times as well as The Atlantic,
Tablet Magazine, the Times of
Israel and Haaretz. “Roomies”
has already wowed audiences
across the US, including Manhat
tan, Chicago, Boston, New Or
leans, Baltimore, and Palo Alto,
among others.

Tickets are $10 and can be pur
chased online at: tix.cpcc.edu/. 

Wednesday, February 7 
at 7 PM
Changing Tides, of the Middle
East featuring Bret Stephens

See page 33.

Save the Date 
Tuesday, February 27 
Humans of Tel Aviv Photo 
Exhibit 

Inspired by the widely popular
blog Humans of New York, Israeli
photojournalist Erez Kaganovitz

Federation's Goal for the 2018 Annual Campaign is the Largest
in History  $4 Million
Join Us, and Be the Start of Something Powerful!

(Continued on page 3)

Main Event CoChair Jeff Turk, guest speake Ambas
sador Dan Shapiro, Main Event CoChair Risa
Miller.

(Continued on page 18)

Israel@70 Celebrations Continue on January 25 
Featuring Israeli Story 
An Unforgettable Blend of Storytelling, Live Music, and Dazzling Visuals 

www.tix.cpcc.edu/
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SHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTING

FOR JANUARY 2018

Friday, January 5, 5:07 PM

Friday, January 12, 5:14 PM

Friday, January 19, 5:20 PM

Friday, January 26, 5:28 PM

By Dale Polsky, Women’s 
Philanthropy, Chair 

“I would like to think that
someday, when our dreams have
been fulfilled, they will say that it
was women giving of their ideas
and resources that made the dif
ference.” Golda Meir

Women Philanthropists are sis
ters and daughters, mothers and
friends, at every stage of life and
career. We are a growing force
shaping our community, using our
influence to shape our community
like never before.

And the Federation’s Women’s
Philanthropy is the Jewish vehicle
by which we can harness this col
lective power to make the world a

better place. It is the way we can
come together to deeply under
stand the breadth of issues facing
our community and then roll up
our sleeves to effect change. 

Last spring, the Jewish Federa
tion unveiled its new and re
designed Women’s Philanthropy
Initiative, which provides women
with multiple opportunities to en
gage Jewishly, to connect with
each other, and to make a signifi
cant impact on our community.
This past November, we kicked
off our WP initiative with an event
featuring Israeli fashion house,
Maskit, and Megemeria Jewelry.
Over 150 women joined us that
evening to hear inspiration per

sonal stories from Israel, while
connecting with one another. 

Through your involvement in
Federation, you can make these
type of connections and have
meaningful conversations with
other Jewish women, who live in
our own community, across the
country, and around the globe.

Next, we will offer you the op
portunity to make a difference. On
Tuesday January 30, we will put
our values into action with our
tikkun olam literacy program.
These programs are open to all the
women in our community. 

We will then come together in

Women’s Philanthropy: How We
Connect, How We Make a Difference,
How We Give

We Think You will Look Good in Pearls 

Join the Federation’s new giving society – the 
Pearl Society. With a gift of  $180 to Federation’s 

Annual Campaign, you’ll become a member of  this
group of  inspiring women who, just like you, want to
make a difference. You’ll be invited to the Women’s

Spring event and will receive our beautiful Pearl 
Society necklace.

Our beautiful Pearl Society necklace was designed by
Sara Goldfine of  Goldfine Jewelry and is available 

for Pearl Society members. In keeping with our 
community’s tradition, the necklace is paid for by the 
Jewish Federation in recognition of  the outstanding

commitment of  our donors. 
Cultivate your spirit of  philanthropy. Add charms as
your commitment to the Jewish Federation grows. 
Enhance the beauty of  your Pearl Society necklace

with colored pearl charms. Individual charms can be 
purchased for $18.

(Continued on page 13)

Alison Lerner and Risa Miller wearing some
fashion items from Maskit

Stephanie Haynes, Sherry Kornfeld, Sue Littauer, and Randi Lan

For more pictures from the
Women’s Philanthropy event, 

turn to page 13.



Turk reflected on the impact
achieving this goal can have: “Can
you imagine what four million
dollars can do for this commu
nity? For our children and our sen
iors? For Jews in our own
community and around the world
who are vulnerable and struggling

to get by? To reimagine Jewish
education, create new pathways to
Jewish identity, and launch new
and innovative opportunities for
Jewish connections? The options
are limitless, but it will take all of
us to make these ideas and dreams
a reality.”  

For the second year in a row,
the Levine Leap was announced
as a philanthropic incentive. Any
one that “LEAPS” to Federation’s
next giving level will have their
gift generously matched by The
Leon Levine Foundation. When
asked, the audience responded by

generously donating $333,308 to
Federation’s 2018 campaign, in
cluding $16,540 eligible for the
Levine Leap. To learn more about
how you can take advantage of
this incredible opportunity, please
call Jason Pressberg in the Feder
ation office at 7049446758. 

Additionally, CoChairs Risa
and Jeff thanked The Leon Levine
Foundation for passing the $10
million mark in their cumulative

giving to support the important
work of the Federation. 

Thanks in large part to the hard
work of the CoChairs and Host
Committee, the event was an
overwhelming success, putting the
Federation in a strong position as
it seeks even greater resources to
support and grow Jewish life
throughout Greater Charlotte and
around the world. Y

The Charlotte Jewish News  January 2018  Page 3 

The KEYS to a successful 
real estate transaction...

Buying...Selling...Relocating...

Ann and Andrew
are your KEYS  

to the local
Jewish Community.

Ann Langman
704-502-4328 
ann.langman@allentate.com

Andrew Rosen
704-604-4756
andrew.r    osen@allentate.com

Experience and Commitment!

Serving the Charlotte  
community for over  
30 years.
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704.247.3033 
kgreenspon@windinsgroup.com

Greenspon & Associates is proud to 
announce its merger with Windermere 
Insurance Group. Since 1974, we’ve 
assisted clients with their group benefits, 
life & long term care insurance, annuities, 
business continuation planning,  
executive benefits, and 401(k) plans.

Our merger with Windermere enhances 
our ability to deliver an extraordinary 
level of service and expertise while also 
expanding our offerings to include  
property and casualty insurance.

Keith Greenspon
Advisor

A new home for the trusted service you 
expect from Greenspon & Associates 
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Main Event Was the Start of Something Powerful
(Continued from page 1)

Photos 
courtesy of

ArtShots 
Photography

Kirstin Baldwin, Justin Steinschriber, and Barry Bobrow.

BBYO volunteered to help with coat check. Left to right:
Mia Jackowitz, Justin Cohen, and Lauren Revenson

Lauren Althofer, Melanie Resnick, Joe and Marisa Zeib
ert

Carrie Rabinowitz, Adam and Wendy Petricoff

The program was followed by a delicious
dessert reception.

Gale Osborne, Rich Osborne, and David and Karen
Ransenberg

Ryan Israel, Nina Rose, Rachel Friedman, and Jonathan
Friedman

Members of the Jewish Council of Lake Norman with Ambassador Dan
Shapiro and Jason Pressberg,CDO of JFGC
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2018 LOCAL BENEFICIARY AGENCIES

ISRAEL AND OUR GLOBAL FAMILY

Ana Bonnheim 
Stephanie Gitlin

Deidre Grubb 
Jill Halverstam 

Jake House

Co-Chairs: Ron Townsend and Bill Zimmern
Jill Balick 

Ben Benson
Adam Bernstein
Bleema Bershad

Sara Kulbersh
Ross Levin
Risa Miller

Lindsay Muns
Steve Raphael

2018 IMPACT & INNOVATION 
FUND GRANTEES

Butterfly Project:  Develop a “Workshop in a Box” to extend the 
teachings of the Butterfly Project to schools beyond the greater 
Charlotte area

Global Day of Jewish Learning:  Collaborative celebration of 
community-wide Jewish learning and cultural experiences 

Jewish Community Refugee Initiative:  Welcoming the Stranger to 
the Table dinner event, with local refugee families and local Jewish families, 
in an effort to educate and engage the Jewish community around issues 
facing the local refugee population 

Jewish Family Services:  Community-wide initiative to raise awareness, 
educate, and train the community on the impact of mental health on 
individuals, families, and our community

NC Holocaust Foundation:  Three-day immersive workshop for NC 
public school teachers to visit the Holocaust Memorial Museum in 
Washington, DC to deepen their understanding of the Holocaust

Shalom Green:  Part-time staff person to manage operations for the 
community garden and environmental programming

Stan Greenspon Center for Peace & Social Justice:  Full or half-
day Holocaust Education programs designed for middle and high school 
students, intended to supplement the English or Social Studies curriculum.

Temple Beth El:  Build Jewish identity and engagement opportunities for 
the baby boomer and empty-nester populations

Temple Beth El, Temple Israel and the Levine JCC:  Part-time staff 
person to coordinate community social action projects and programs

Temple Kol Ami:  Innovate Jewish education and leadership through 
enhanced b’nai mitzvah training, religious school technology, and cultural 
programming

Temple Solel:  Sustain future generations of the South Carolina Jewish 
community by expanding child and adult educational and cultural 
programing

Uptown Chabad:  Provide networking and Jewish connections for Jewish 
young adults
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Last spring I was thrilled to
meet my favorite author Alice
Hoffman when she was the guest
speaker for the Jewish Federa
tion’s Annual Spring Lecture.
During her childhood, she was
often lonely and spent a lot of
time reading and visiting the pub
lic library. Something she said
that evening really struck me “…
the first time I felt the freedom to
make my own decisions was
when I selected my own books at
the library.” 

Such an interesting concept – I
guess that’s why I’ve always
loved wandering in libraries and
book stores, and why I can spend
hours sifting through suggested
reads on social media. Allowing
our children and grandchildren
the same opportunity to choose
books of their own liking is a gift
that will help them follow their
own paths as they learn and ex
pand their horizons.

That said, these are my recom
mendations of the books I’ve read
recently; they can all be found on
the shelves at the Center for Jew
ish Education:

The Rules of Magic by Alice
Hoffman

For the Owens family, love is a
curse that began in 1620, when
Maria Owens was charged with
witchery for loving the wrong
man. Hundreds of years later, in
New York City at the cusp of the
sixties, when the whole world is
about to change, Susanna Owens
knows that her three children are
dangerously unique. Difficult
Franny, with skin as pale as milk
and blood red hair; shy and beau
tiful Jet, who can read other peo
ple’s thoughts; and charismatic
Vincent, who began looking for
trouble on the day he could walk.
From the start, Susanna sets down

rules for her children: no walking
in the moonlight, no red shoes, no
wearing black, no cats, no crows,
no candles, no books about magic.
And most importantly, never,
ever, fall in love. But when her
children visit their Aunt Isabelle,
in the small Massachusetts town
where the Owens family has been
blamed for everything that has
ever gone wrong, they uncover
family secrets and begin to under
stand the truth of who they are.
Back in New York City, each be
gins a risky journey as they try to
escape the family curse.  (Google
Books)

The Rules of Magic is a prequel
to Alice’s Hoffman’s bestselling
novel Practical Magic, which be
came a motion picture starring
Sandra Bullock and Nicole Kid
man. The Rules of Magic will not
disappoint fans of the author’s use
of the supernatural, enchanting
but very real characters, lyrical
language, magical settings, and
passionate yet bittersweet love
stories. This is a beautiful book
that teaches us to live our lives to
the fullest and to take a chance on
love.

Young Jane Young by Gabrielle
Zevin

From the author of the interna
tional bestseller The Storied Life
of A. J. Fikry comes another novel
that will have everyone talking.
Young Jane Young is a smart,
funny, serious, and moving novel
about the myriad ways in which
roles are still circumscribed for
women, whether they are young
and ambitious interns; mothers at
tempting to steer their daughters
through a maledominated world;
political wives facing an ageold
knowledge that fidelity isn’t al
ways honored; or young girls feel
ing bold about their many choices

before they realize the gender re
strictions all around them.
Gabrielle Zevin captures not only
the double standards alive and
well in every aspect of life for
women but also the mood of our
recent highly charged political
season. (Amazon)

In Young Jane Young, Gabrielle
Zevin expertly tells the story of
“Avivagate” through the point of
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704.556.8322
Park Road

704.542.4242
Blakeney Village

704.541.0943
Arboretum

704.892.9020
Lake Norman

Join us for the

Sat FEBRuary 3RD

FREE ADMISSION!!!!

• Great prizes & giveaways
• Presentations on favorite 

destinations
• One-stop planning& 

• HUNDREDS of Vacation 
Opportunites
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Sue’s Book Shelf
By Sue Littauer

Please Note New Sunday Hours:

The LevineSklut Judaic Library at the 

CJE will now be open from 9 AM2 PM 

on Sundays.

(Continued on page 15)

www.malakjewelers.com
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JEFFERY A. DITESHEIM, MD, FACS
BOARD CERTIFIED PLASTIC SURGEON

Dr. Ditesheim is board certified by the American 
Board of Plastic Surgery, the only board recognized 
by the American Board of Medical Specialties. To 
become board certified, a physician must complete 
a minimum of 5 years of surgical residency training, 
including at least 2 years of training specifically in 
plastic surgery, as well as pass rigorous written and 
oral examinations.

In addition, Dr. Ditesheim is a Fellow of the American College of Surgeons, an 
honor reserved for surgeons who have demonstrated highest professional standards 
for competency, ethical conduct, and training.

Dr. Ditesheim’s ultimate goal is to make you happy, giving you the beautiful results 
you want by using the latest in plastic surgery techniques and technology. He 
believes this goal fundamentally starts with a strong patient-doctor relationship.

9336 Blakeney Center Drive, Suite 130
Charlotte, NC 28277

EMPOWERMD.COM 
704 -542 -8686

SPECIALIZES IN

LIPOSUCTION

TUMMY TUCK

MOMMY MAKEOVER

BREAST AUGMENTATION

BREAST LIFT

BREAST IMPLANT REVISION

BREAST REDUCTION

GYNECOMASTIA

RHINOPLASTY

FACELIFT

FAT GRAFTING

EYELID LIFT

NECK CONTOURING

BOTOX

Dr. Ditesheim really listened. He wanted to 
know what I wanted, rather than trying to 
convince me what my ideal body should 
look like.”
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Jewish Family Services

Dancing, candlelighting and live music were all part of the day,
as the children from CJP sang their hearts out while the older stu
dents from the Day School handdelivered homemade Chanukah
Cards.

What a joyous outing for all. Thank you Volunteers, partners and
sponsors! Y

Jewish Family Services 14th Annual Senior Adult Chanukah Luncheon

www.empowermd.com
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Since opening in July 2015, Levine Hearing has experienced a
warm welcome from South Charlotte. Across the street from the
Arboretum Shopping Center, Levine Hearing is owned and operated
by Madison Levine, a second generation Hearing Instrument
Specialist. Her mother started her clinic nearly 30 years ago in
Macon, Georgia, and Madison has modeled her own practice after
her mother’s, as an independent operation, with the focus on patient
care first.

Being independent means that Levine Hearing is not owned by
any hearing aid manufacturer, allowing Madison to choose the best
treatment plan and hearing devices to fit each patient's individual
needs and budget. She has accounts with all major manufacturers,
including Starkey, Resound, Phonak, Widex, Oticon, Unitron,
Rexton, Siemens and others. This makes it very simple for patients
to transition their care to her practice if they are moving to Charlotte
from out of town or if they are just looking to switch providers
locally. With the newest technology available, any of these brands
can be sold through Levine Hearing, but Madison makes selections
based on her patient's needs and budget.

Madison says that her goal is to be the most trusted hearing care
practice in Charlotte and she believes that starts with straightfor
ward advertising. Madison says, “I am building my practice on
happy patients, not on advertising gimmicks or flashy spending.”
Those savings are then passed on to her patients, who in turn refer
others to the practice. Patients are referring their friends because
the price, service and outcome have all resulted in that trust that
Levine Hearing is working so hard for. She goes on to say, “People
tell me all the time that they know someone who isn't happy with
their hearing aids and I just say...well, send them to me, because my
patients are happy!”

Levine Hearing’s online reviews (they are 5 stars across all sites
 just google “Levine Hearing”) reflect that Madison takes the time
to educate the patient on their test results and also on the whole
range of treatment options. She says that it is essential to get that
transparent advice so that a patient doesn’t choose the budget
option, only to realize it was a waste, or viceversa, to overpay when
a more affordable solution was within reach. Levine Hearing keeps
the focus on good customer service, excellent clinical care, and
reasonable pricing, to ensure that they will be around to serve
Charlotte for a very long time!

What Makes Levine Hearing Different?
By Madison Levine

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

704.540.3081
3121 Springbank Lane, #G

Charlotte, NC 28226 Maggie Page, Hearing 
Instrument Specialist

 FREE HEARING EXAM

 WE REPAIR ALL BRANDS

New Year, New You!
Free hearing evaluation or free cleaning of your current hearing aids*

HSA, FSA, and most insurance accepted
*With this ad

IN MEMORY OF
Evelyn Berger to Lance and

Leslie Berger from Paul and Lynn
Edelstein

Jay Menuskin to Terri Cathcart
from Paul and Lynn Edelstein,
Allan and Marcelle Oxman

Barbara Gerrard to David and
Sheryl Gerrard from Eric and
Susan Lerner

Faye Sinkoe to Beverly Grey,
Brenda Moore, and Louis Sinkoe
from Allan and Marcelle Oxman,
Kenneth and Lynn Sass, Gary
Silverstein, Michael and Beth
Cupp, Paul and Lynn Edelstein,
Alan and Ruth Goldberg,
Stephanie Haynes, Gary and
Donna Lerner, Howard and Julie
Levine, Steven and Susan Meyer,
Howard Olshansky, Eleanor Turk,
Ronald and Janice Weiner

Richard Albert Gugenheim to
Scott Gugenheim from Jonathan
and Stephanie Simon

Susan Klein to Josh Klein from
Richard and Janis Silverman

Edwina Leighton to Deborah
Leighton from Allan and Marcelle
Oxman

Celia Mandel to Mark and
Michael Mandel from Jullian and
Ann Mcgill, Sandra Weinstein,
Gary and Janie Levinson, Sarah
O’Koon, Cathy Slesinger

Maxine Silverstein to Gary Sil
verstein from Mark Fletcher

Stephanie Warshauer to Phil
Warshauer from Howard Olshan
sky

Eddie Grunberg to Robyn
Wolkofsky from Jonathan and
Stephanie Simon
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO

Harry and Gloria Lerner from
Paul and Lynn Edelstein, Edwin
and Jill Newman, Eric and Susan
Lerner
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO

Jan Weiner from Bruce Larowe
and Anita StraussLaRowe

Nora Wolf from Howard Ol
shansky Y

Donations to Jewish 
Family Services in 
November 2017

November 2017
Volunteers: Rick Abrams,

Nancy Bernstein,  Chaim Burke,
Suzy Catenazzo, Dan Coblenz,
Jennifer Collman, Andrea Cron
son, Shannon Crystal,  Rob Fried
man, Maggie Fogel, Mel Frank,
Neil Golub, Jennifer Golynsky,
Gail Halverson, Lori Jackowitz,
Bob Jacobson, Brooks Jaffa, Eric
Lerner, Gary Lerner, Matt Luft
glass, Frada Mozenter, Allan
Oxman, Vlad Plotkin, Barbara
Rein, Dana Rubin, Janice Shubin,
Bridget Siesel, Cindy Siesel,
Louis Sinkoe, Harry Sparks, Jeff
and Stacy Strauch, Sara
Stinemetz, Liz Wahls, Amalia
Warshenbrot, Jan Weiner, Mary
Wennen, Dori Whitman, Nancy
Wielunski

Food Pantry Donations: Bal
lantyne Jewish Center, Charlotte
Jewish Day School, Charlotte
Jewish Preschool, Jewish Pre
school on Sardis, Temple Beth El
and Temple Israel Congregants,
Shalom Park Community Gar
dens, Hannah Kaunitz Nancy
Kipnis, Florence Jaffa, Ceal
Slough

Hadassah Cooks: Phyllis
Berlin, Ilene Cantor, Sharon Ca
vanaugh, Gladys Cherny, Sara
Friedman, June Hirschman,
Sandy Hoagland, Fran Kaplan,
Judy Kaufman, Penny Krieger,
Andy McCleary, Lenore Rubin,
Fran Schuler, Joyce Stoll, Annie
Tran

Food Drives: The Kehillah
Class at Charlotte Jewish Pre
school Y

JFS
Monthly
Volunteers
and Donors

“There is an old

saying: If you wish

to find out whether

your motive is pure,

test yourself in two

ways: whether you 

expect recompense

from God or anyone

else, and whether

you would perform

the act in the same

way if you were

alone, unbeknown

to others.” 

 Bachya Ibn Pakuda,
“Duties of the the Heart”

Why Hire a Salesman When You 
Can Hire a Sales Mensch?

w Free Market Analysis

w Free MEGA Open
House

w Fire Me Guarantee

Sell Tomorrow.Call Today. 

ANDY GRIESINGER 4432998946
www.SalesMensch.com

Call Today. Sell Tomorrow.

Madison Levine, Board Certified 
Hearing Instrument Specialist
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Did you know that almost 49
million people in the U.S. suffer
from a mental illness in any given
year? That’s almost 20% of our
population. Our rate of suicide has
gone up every year since 1999. It
is now the second leading cause of
death for people aged 1024.
Every day an estimated 19–22 of
our veterans die by suicide. And
yet, we do not hear about people
who die by suicide. We see and
hear about homicides which ac
count for less than half of people
who die by suicide, according to
Mental Health America of the
Central Carolinas.

More than likely you have been
directly impacted by someone
with a Mental Health issue; either
yourself, a family member, co
worker or friend. And perhaps you
wanted to reach out but were at a
loss as to what to do. Many of us
are uncomfortable with the sub
ject of mental health and feel in
adequate in approaching someone
who we know may be in trouble.
Often times, those that are suffer
ing from a mental health condition
feel uncomfortable as well so no
one ends up talking about it. 

Mental Health is an issue im
pacting all facets of our society.

Financially speaking, serious
mental illness costs America
$193.2 billion in lost earnings
each year; while medically, mood
disorders, including major depres
sion and bipolar disorder, are the
third most common cause of hos
pitalization in the U.S. for both
youth and adults aged 18–44. Ac
cording to the Surgeon General,
mental and emotional wellbeing

is essential to overall health. Pos
itive mental health allows people
to realize their full potential, cope
with the stresses of life, work pro
ductively, and make meaningful
contributions to their communi
ties.  

And yet, of all adults with a
mental health condition, only 41%
received mental health services,
meaning, 59% went without nec
essary treatment. Perhaps it is due
to the stigma often associated with
having a mental health illness.

It is only natural to want to pro
tect those we love. “When chil
dren experience emotional trauma
early in life it can create a lasting
impact. These incidents and
events can yield tremendous con
sequences,” said Executive Direc
tor of Jewish Family Services of
Greater Charlotte, Howard Ol
shansky. “This is why it is vital for
us to start the conversation early
and keep the dialogue going,” he
said. 

Maybe someone you care
about has already been impacted
and you want to hear from some
one else who has met with success
in dealing with their illness. 

Are you interested in learning
more about how you can make a

difference?
Shalom Park will be offering

two workshops in January to in
crease awareness and understand
ing about the impact of Mental
Health and Suicide:

January 23  Coffee and Con
versation  Join a small group dis
cussion around the impact of
mental health, hear from someone
who has lived through the trauma

and learn how you can make a dif
ference in raising awareness and
eliminating the stigma the often
prevents someone from accessing
treatment.

January 26 – QPRQuestion,
Persuade, and Refer  Learn how

you can recognize the warning
signs of someone at risk of com
mitting suicide and what you
should do. This best practice of
suicide prevention offers insight
and skills to directly help some
one at risk of hurting themselves.

Both events are open to the
public. For more information or to
register for one of these programs,
call Jewish Family Services at
7043646594 or go to www.jf
scharlotte.org. Y
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Did you know we sell Life Insurance, too?  
Along with our tradition of excellence in Personal and Commercial

Insurance, we also offer a full line of  Life Insurance products to

meet your individual or business needs. 

Swimmer Insurance has been protecting our community with quality and affordable
insurance for families and businesses since 1953

www.swimmerinsurance.com

7043336694

725 Providence Road, Charlotte, NC  28207

Brian Meltsner, David Swimmer, and Craig Katzman

Call us to talk about it

Community News
Charlotte Jewish Community Offers Programs to Raise Awareness
about Mental Health

“I don’t believe in a monopoly. 

I think God loves all men. He has 

given many nations. He has given all

men an awareness of His greatness 

and His love. And God is to be found

in many hearts all over the world. 

Not limited to one nation or to one 

people, to one religion.” 

Abraham Heschel in an interview 
with Carl Stern in “Moral Grandeur”

www.jfscharlotte.org
www.creativeevnetsexpo.com
www.swimmerinsurance.com
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The Charlotte Jewish Film Fes
tival is pleased to announce the
lineup for its exciting 14th season
that will be taking place February
10–March 4, with a special kick
off event on Wednesday, January
17.  

A big thank you to Screening
CoChairs Judy Laxer and Jeff
Turk and Screening Committee
members Bunny Bramson, Jena
Coen, Charlie Gale, Bob Ecker,
Linda Hindel, Brian Imbrey, Dana
Kapustin, Bob Kipnis, Eric Laxer,
Ross Levin, Michael Lieberman,
Gale Osborne, Marcia Stern, and
Gail Vogel for putting together a
diverse and interesting 15 film
slate.

The All Festival Pass will be
available for $110 ($183 value)
through January 7 and $140
starting on January 8. All Festival
Passes can be purchased at the
LJCC Customer Service Desk,
by calling 7043665007 or by
visiting charlottejewishfilm.com.
CJFF representatives will also be
in the lobby of the Levine JCC on
Sunday, January 7 and Sunday,
February 4 from 10:30 AM–12:30
PM.  

Here are a few highlights of our
exciting 15th season. For more
info, please see the enclosed quad
fold: 
Free Kick Off Event – Wednes
day, January 17– 7 PM at Lerner
Hall at Shalom Park

The docudrama In Our Hands
tells the story of the Battle of
Jerusalem in the SixDay War
through the eyes of the IDF’s 55th

Paratrooper Brigade, highlighting
their role in the liberation of
Jerusalem. This is a free event, but
reservations are required and can
be made on charlottejewish
film.com.  
Opening Night Celebration –
Saturday, February 10 – 7:15
PM at Temple Israel
($25.00)

Our Opening Night
is a Night of Comedy,
with two films.  

In The Chop, Yossi,
a charismatic Kosher
butcher, loses his job
and cannot find work
at other Kosher butch
ers, so he decides to
pretend to be Muslim
in order to get work
at a Halal butcher.

Humor Me is a
heartfelt fatherson
comedy about a strug
gling playwright who

is forced to move in with his
joketelling dad in an active sen
iors retirement community. Star
ring Elliott Gould and Jemaine
Clement (Flight of the Con
chords), written and directed by
Sam Hoffman (Madam Secre
tary), based on his web series Old
Jews Telling Jokes. Director Sam
Hoffman is scheduled to appear
and there will be a dessert recep
tion after the film. 
Wednesday, February 14 – 7:15
PM at Temple Israel ($11.00)

Sponsored by The Charlotte
Chapter of Hadassah, An Israeli
Love Story is set during the turbu
lent period of prestate Israel, and
is based on the true story of the
love affair between Pnina Gary
and Eli Ben–Zvi, son of Rachel
Yanait and Yitzhak BenZvi, the
Second President of the State of
Israel.  There will be an Israeli
wine and chocolate reception fol
lowing the film.
Thursday, March 1 – 7:15 PM at

Regal Ballantyne
($11.00)

Directed by Rene
Balcer (writer/pro
ducer of “Law and
Order”), Above the
Drowning Sea is a
wonderful documen
tary narrated by Ju
liana Marguiles.   At a
time when all doors
were closed to Jewish
refugees from Nazi
Europe, they found
sanctuary in Shanghai,
thanks to the interven
tion of Chinese diplo
mat Ho Feng Shan.

Director Rene Balcer is scheduled
to appear.  

Sunday, March 4 – 1 PM at
Regal Ballantyne ($11.00)

For our first FallFlicks film, My
Hero Brother, we were delighted
to bring Israeli director, Yonatan
Nir, and we are thrilled that he is
returning to Charlotte for his next
film, The Essential Link: the Story
of Wilfrid Israel. Wilfrid Israel,
played a key role in the Kinder
transport operation, using his
great wealth for the rescue of
many Jews during the
Holocaust. Director
Yonatan Nir is sched
uled to appear. 
Closing Celebration 
Sunday, March 4 – 4
PM at Regal Ballan
tyne ($15)

Cosponsored by
The Harvey B. Gantt
Center for African
American Arts and Cul
ture, our closing film is
Sammy Davis Jr., I’ve

Gotta Be Me. The first major doc
umentary to examine Davis’ vast
talent and his journey for identity,
this film features new interviews
with many celebrities and never
seen before photographs from
Davis’ personal collection. There
will be a reception following the
film. 

We are very excited about our
14th CJFF season; a special thank
you goes out to our community
partners, our corporate partners,
our patrons, our hard working vol
unteers and our loyal audience
members for making the CJFF a
wonderful community event that
is not to be missed. Please think of
some new friends or family that
you can invite to the film festival
this year. See you at the movies!Y

See You at the Movies!

Make Your Neighborhood School 

CJDS SETS THE STANDARD
FOR ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
BASED ON JEWISH BELIEFS

Now accepting
applications. 

Call or drop-in
for a tour.

704.366.4558 | CJDSchool.org

B”H

www.cjdschool.org
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The Rivlin Firestone Group

Life happens.
And you want to be ready when it does.

Let us help you connect your financial goals to what matters 
most

Getting to know you and what you care most about — planning for college, 
taking care of an elder family member, passing a legacy to future generations, 
buying a second home — is so important. Once we understand your priorities, 
together we can help you pursue the goals you’ve set for yourself and your 
family. Call to learn more today.

Merrill Lynch
13850 Ballantyne Corporate Place
Suite 100
Charlotte, NC 28277

704.341.5131

http://fa.ml.com/rivlin_firestone

Life’s better when we’re connected®

Michael N. Firestone, CFP®, 
CRPC®
First Vice President
Wealth Management Advisor
Senior Portfolio Advisor
NMLS#: 526532

Douglas H. Rivlin 
First Vice President
Wealth Management Advisor
Senior Portfolio Advisor
NMLS#: 526550
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By Lorrie Klemons, Hebrew
Cemetery Association, Publicity

Why do we celebrate trees?
What is the significance of such
celebration to us as a Jewish peo
ple? Are we commanded to cele
brate the actual tree? Perhaps it is
truly meant to be the celebration
of the wonders of the natural en
vironment that allow trees to grow
from simple tiny seeds into tall
and vast organic structures that
reach towards heaven.

The Torah teaches us that trees
are sacred. Fruit trees are never to
be cut down even as a spoil of
war. Saplings are not to be
touched at all during their first few
years of growth and development.
Why such reference? What does
God know about trees that per
haps we as humans have yet to
learn? Is it not enough that they
give us shelter from the rain, pro
tection from the sun, strong foun
dations for our homes, and
sustenance for our bodies? 

My husband and I owned a
backyard construction company
for twenty years. We primarily
used locally grown Southern Yel
low Pine for our projects. We
often felt guilty when we thought
about how many trees needed to
be cut down in order to build one
wooden project, even though we
knew that pine forests were re
planted on a cyclical basis. Our
young children would often ques

tion our environmentally “un
friendly” use of the forest. Over
the years, we resolved our guilt
through Torah study. We came to
realize that the true miracle of the
trees lies in the beauty and wonder
with which they feed our souls.
People flock to the mountains an
nually to catch a glimpse of the
magnificence of the fall foliage.
People love the first signs of
spring as plants turn green and
flowers renew their blooms. It is
an entire cycle of life. That won
drous natural phenomenon is but
one of God’s gifts to humanity. 

So, yes, while there is a time
for the cutting down of trees for
necessary human consumption,
there is also the time for the cele
brating of trees and the beauty,
comfort, outreach, protection,
sheltering, and sustenance they
offer us. Trees play a huge role at
the Hebrew Cemetery. For the
past several Tu BiShevat holidays,
the Charlotte basedTrees Char
lotte organization has come to the
cemetery and helped us plant trees
to beautify our sacred grounds.
Just recently, a magnificent Tree
of Life sculpture found a home in
our newly designated Silverman’s
Circle, both gifts from Mattye and
Marc Silverman, in memory of
their beloved son, David, who is
buried in our hallowed grounds. 

This year we will have another
program on January 28 at 2 PM.

We will be planting some trees,
learning about the significance of
the holiday in Israel, and every
body will be again invited to take
a tree of choice home. 

I invite you to witness the
beauty of the cemetery. I also in
vite you to be counted amongst
the 700+ other Charlotte families
that support the work of the He
brew Cemetery Association. For
more information about member
ship benefits, graves, prepaid fu
neral costs, endowments,
including the cemetery in your es
tate planning, and/or the Stein
berger Funeral Assistance Fund
which helps to fund markers for
the indigent in our community,
contact Cemetery Director, Sandra
Goldman at 704 5761859 or di
rector@hebrewcemetery.org.
Come visit the cemetery for a per
sonal tour

Directions to the cemetery:
Providence Rd. north into and
through uptown; right onto Gra
ham St; follow Graham for about
two miles; left at fork in road onto
Statesville Ave.; travel about ½
mile, cemetery will be on your
left. Y

January 31, Shevat 15, Is the Celebration
of Tu BiShevat  the New Year of the
Trees
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We thank the following indi
viduals/families who have in
formed our community in 2017,
through Foundation for the Char
lotte Jewish Community (FCJC)
or one of the ten Create Your Jew
ish Legacy community partners,
that they have created a legacy
gift to support the future of Char
lotte’s Jewish community or
added an organization to their ex
isting legacy plan. There are now

370 individuals/families through
out our Jewish community who
have included a local Jewish or
ganization in their legacy plans
creating 823 unique legacies.
Charlotte’s Jewish community
now has estimated future gifts of
more than $27 million.

We welcome our newest
donors into our community’s
Book of Life Society:

Our 2017 Jewish 
Community Legacy Gifts

Anonymous (1), Justin Bregman, Stephanie

and David Gitlin,  Barbara and David 

Goodman, Stan Greenspon, Jill and Marc 

Lipson, Linda McLendon, Gwen and Paul 

Orland, Marcelle and Allan Oxman, Cyndee

Patterson, Diggie and Lee Pesakoff, Larry and

Dale Polsky, Michael and Cheryl Rabinowitz, 

Elizabeth Ren and Michael Grunwald, Dan

and Toby Ruda, Steve and Emily Snyder, Amy

and Ross Udoff, Fred and Katie Valfer, Diana

Warth, Alexander Weinstein, Nora Wolf
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Providing Peace of Mind for Families...at Home

7046411132

Gaitway of Charlotte Provides
Expert Evaluation and Treatment

of Older Adults in the Home
Give the Gift of Safety This Year 
Consider a Home Safety Evaluation for your parents or 

treat yourself and ask for a gift certificate from your family. 

10% OFF Basic Home Evaluation 
with coupon code “holidays2017”

We provide private Physical and Occupational Therapy, 

Fall Prevention, Aging in Place Services as well as expertise in the 

management of those with Dementia.

Everyone wants to stay home – let us help you make that a reality

AVAILABLE SUBSIDIES FOR
JEWISH EXPERIENCES 

Gorelick Teens to Israel Fund: Subsidies are available to 
local Jewish teens ages 13 - 19 traveling to Israel on a 
Federation approved program

Gloria & Harry Lerner Family Fund: Subsidies are available 
to local Jewish young adults between the ages of 21-30 
traveling to Israel on a Federation approved program

Special thanks to Bill and Patty* Gorelick and Harry and Gloria Lerner
for their ongoing support and generosity.

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE.
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

Jewish Experience Fund: Need based subsidies are available 
for families meeting at least one (1) of the following criteria:

Household gross income not to exceed $75,000
Change in household circumstances within the last 6 
months necessitating financial assistance (ie: medical    
concerns, job loss, change in family status, etc.)
Multiple children attending camps and/or Jewish programs
Extenuating chronic family circumstances (ie: special 
needs children; disability, etc.)

For more information, please contact Jewish Family Services. 704.364.6594.

*of blessed memory

For more information about  Israel subsidies, please contact the Federation 
at 704.944.6757 or info@jewishcharlotte.org.

JEWISH 

p

AILABLEVVAAAV

aenrMultiple child
s, serns, job loconc
tasitsecths nenmo

Change in househo
s insorHousehold g

t leaatingeamilies meforf
:undFecwish ExperieneJ

EXPERIENCES

wish p

ORFE SUBSIDIES

eor J//oending camps andtt
c.)tetus,atsamilyfchange in

e (ie: medictanssising financial a
tses within the lactanscumrold ci

000,57$eedcxeotome notcn
wing crioollft one (1) of thes

avaerNeed based subsidies a

amsrogrp

ical    
t 6

eria:t
ailable

ogred pvortion apparedeF
ages 13eenstwishelocal J

uFaelro IsteensTTeelickrGo

oung aduywishelocal Jot
amy FernerLGloria & Harry 

noction, please aormfne iror moF

en; disrneeds child
onrting chaenutxE

aenrMultiple child

amrg
ael on aro Istelingvar3 - 19 t

tailablevaer: Subsidies aund

y

3-een the ages of 21wetbults

ailavaer: Subsidies aundFmily 

36.047es.camily ServiFwishet Jctan

c.)te, ytsabili
es (ie: specctanscumramily cific

wish peor J//oending camps andtt

o

30 
able 

94.5.664

cial
amsrogrp

or their ongoinffo
taPo Bill andttoskksSpecial than

edFael on aro Istelingvart
gy

t 704.944.6757a
tion about Ismaore infor morF

OM

tgene

OCC OOF WERWPOPHETH
 OF A OF AHTHGGRENTRSSTHET

of blessed

yy.ttytyosiosi
y and

rrong support and gene
Harelick and Harry and Glori

.

am

ry* Gottyt

amrrgog

.o

red povrtion apparde
g

.gg
ed

orelotott
t t

o@jewishchar7 or inf
e Ft the Ftacconon, please cael subsidiesr

*of blessed

ern

.

tion

PLE
YTMMUNI

OPLE.EA PA P

y

rnerLLia

y

aer

d memord memorryry

Our Vision
Inspired and guided by our tradition of tzedakah (righteousness/charity) and tikkun olam (repairing

the world), the Jewish Federation’s Women’s Philanthropy is dedicated to the continuity, connectivity
and thriving future of our Charlotte Jewish community, Israel and the Jewish people.

Women’s Philanthropy Upcoming Events
The Power of Women: Literacy and Tikkun Olam 
Tuesday, January 30, 8:3011:30 AM

Literacy is the foundation of all successful learning. Without reading, students do not have the
skills they need to be successful in their academic careers, and their life options are limited. Sadly,
according to the National Assessment of Educational Progress, only 40% of Charlotte’s third graders
can read on grade level. Once students start to fall behind in reading, they tend to fall faster and further
behind their peers with every year.

On January 30, we will start our day at 8:30 AM with a light breakfast and discussion with a staff
member from “Read Charlotte,” an organization founded in 2015 in collaboration with local business,
nonprofit, education, philanthropic, and civic leaders. Read Charlotte has set up a bold goal: to double
third grade reading outcomes over the next decade. Come and learn of ways you can be a part of that
change in our community. 

We will then divide into two groups to visit two of our community’s schools: Huntingtowne Farms
and Sterling Elementary. Volunteers at the schools will read with a young child or two, sharing their
attention, warmth, and enthusiasm about books. Additionally, the Federation will provide books as
gifts to the elementary school students with whom we will be reading and visiting that day. 

This program is free and open to all women in our community, however, space is limited and reg
istration is required by January 22. To register, go online to www.jewishcharlotte.org. For more in
formation, please contact Tair.giudice@jewishharlotte.org or 7049446759. 

Save the Date
March 8: The Power of Women: Philanthropy and Tzedakah 

A recognition event for women who make a gift of $180 or more to the Jewish Federation’s Annual
Campaign. Join us as we celebrate the power and generosity of these women and their commitment
to our community.

the spring of 2018 to celebrate the
women who are guided by our
Jewish tradition of Tzedakah and
make a meaningful gift to the
Federation’s Annual Campaign.
Our spring event will be open to
women making a gift at the Pearl
Society giving level of $180 or
more. By participating in the Fed
eration’s Annual Campaign we
have the opportunity to impact the
issues that are so important to us,
and to inspire others to do the
same. This is how we give. 

Goodness is not a single act.

It’s the sum of many parts. Which
is why we are presenting you with
multiple opportunities to get in
volved and make a difference. We

hope you will join us for one or
both of our upcoming events and
be the start of something power
ful.Y

Women’s Philanthropy
(Continued from page 2)

Charlotte Margolis, Lynne Sheffer, and Lyba Rousso

Daniel Sahalo of Megemeria

The evening’s models, Heather Rousso, Lyba Rousso, Sharon Fargian,
Rebekah Rubenstein, and Linda Goldsmith with Sharon Tal of Maskit.

Liz Naman, Tal Stein, and Stephanie Mathless
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5960 FAIRVIEW ROAD, SUITE 400
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 28210

TEL: 704.523.2202 w FAX: 704.496.2716
MGOLDSTEIN@MGOLDLAW.COM w WWW.MGOLDLAW.COM

MEG D. GOLDSTEIN
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

ESTATE PLANNING,
ESTATE AND TRUST ADMINISTRATION,

PRE-MARITAL AGREEMENTS,
CHARITABLE PLANNING AND ENTITIES,
GENERAL CORPORATE AND TAX LAW,

BUSINESS SUCCESSION PLANNING

New York, NY – The Central
Conference of American Rabbis
(CCAR) Press is releasing
Recharging Judaism: How Civic
Engagement is Good for Syna
gogues, Jews, and America, a new
book that explores how advocat
ing for social justice and partici
pating in civic engagement
strengthens Jewish communities.  

This timely collection uses real
examples from both small and
large congregations across the
country to show how Jewish com
munities can engage and make a
real difference on issues such as
the global refugee crisis, environ
mentalism, and interfaith rela
tions. In addition to insightful
anecdotes, Recharging Judaism
provides a framework for syna
gogues and Jewish organizations
to strengthen their communal
bonds by making social justice
central to their mission, and offers
concrete ways for synagogues to
achieve success. 

Recharging Judaism also in
cludes three “Reflections” essays
on how working for social justice
can reinvigorate synagogues,
American Jews, and the United
States as a whole. These essays
are authored by Rabbi Jonah Dov
Pesner, Director of the Religious
Action Center of Reform Judaism;
Meir Lakein, Director of Organiz
ing at JOIN for Justice; and Ruth

Messinger, Global Ambassador
and former President of American
Jewish World Service (AJWS). 

“American Judaism has a long
and rich tradition of social justice
advocacy and civic engagement,
and those values are especially
important in today’s world,” says
Rabbi Hara Person, Publisher of
CCAR Press. “This book is an es
sential guide for congregations
and Jewish communities nation
wide to take on the evermore ur
gent work of tikkun olam,
repairing the world.” 

Written by Rabbi Judith

Schindler and Judy SeldinCohen,
Recharging Judaism also includes
a foreword from Dr. Susannah
Heschel, the Eli Black Professor
of Jewish Studies at Dartmouth
College. 

“Synagogues across the coun
try must continue to lead the
charge for the commitment to so
cial justice within the Jewish com
munity,” says Rabbi Steven A.
Fox. Chief Executive of CCAR.
“Recharging Judaism provides
congregations nationwide with a
resource to organize, mobilize,
and use civic engagement as an
opportunity to express and reflect
the core values of Judaism.”
About the CCAR Press

CCAR Press is the primary
publisher of the Reform Move
ment and a division of the Central
Conference of American Rabbis.
Since 1889, CCAR Press has pro
vided essential resources for the
Jewish community of today and
tomorrow.  Through CCAR Press,
and its new imprint Reform Ju
daism Publishing (RJP), CCAR is
the source for liturgy, sacred texts,
educational materials, apps, and
other content for Reform rabbis,
cantors and educators; Reform
congregations and Jewish organi
zations; Reform Jews; and the
wider Jewish community. Y

Social Justice, Civic Engagement Keys to
“Recharging Judaism”
New Volume Provides Examples of Successful Jewish
Advocacy Efforts, Guide for Future Work

Here’s what people are saying about “Recharging 
Judaism”:

“This book is a guide and an inspiration for Jews in this troubled time, showing

us how to be agents of change in a world that is crying out for justice. In Peter,

Paul, and Mary, it was our deep civic engagement, expressed in our songs and in

our actions, that united us and guided us through the lifechanging, painful, glori

ous struggles of the Civil Rights Movement, the AntiVietnam War Movement,

and movements beyond. As a Jew and an activist, if I could have one wish fulfilled,

it would be that Judaism would indeed be recreated accoarding to the precepts of

this book. I have no doubt that if this were to occur, it would usher in a golden era

 not only for Jews but for all those inspired to follow this crucially important

path, now more than ever.” Peter Yarrow, Singer, Songwriter, and Activist

“Yes! Rabbi Judith Schindler and Judy SeldinCohen have provided exactly what

we need: real, thoughtful, handson opportunities for Jewish communities to make

concrete change in America. As we read in Deuteronomy, pursuing justice is an

eternal religious obligation for the Jewish people. If there was ever a time when

we were called to that obligation, it is now.” Rabbi Rachel Timoner, Senior Rabbi,
Congregation Beth Elohim, Brooklyn, NY

“Recharging Judaism is a welcome addition to the growing literature on Jewish

social justice. Perhaps the book’s greatest contributions are the innumerable ex

amples provided of rabbis and lay leaders throughout the country who are taking

on significant social policy issues through voluntarism and advocacy. In so doing,

these leaders are exciting interest in Jewish life among Jews who might otherwise

remain unengaged, and they are fulfilling one of the core purposes of Judaism.” 

 Rabbi Sid Schwarz, Judaism and Justice: The Jewish Passion to Repair the World;

Founding Rabbi, Adat Shalom Reconstructionist Congregation, Bethesda, MD
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9502 Providence Road, Charlotte, NC 28277   |   704-846-7207   |   CharlotteLatin.org

Charlotte Latin School is an 
independent, non-sectarian, 

coeducational, college-preparatory 
day school for students in transitional 
kindergarten through twelfth grade.

Women’s
News

Hadassah Charlotte is proud to

introduce Debra Van Glish and

Shelly Steiner as our Big Reveal

CoChairs for Celebrate the TaTas

2018. Debra brings with her years

of event planning experience in

the Jewish community and be

yond. A native of Charlotte, she

has a strong connection to our or

ganization as she was gifted a life

time membership to Hadassah

many years ago by her Aunt, Joan

Ruby, who lives in Richmond,

VA, an active member of Hadas

sah locally and nationally. Shelly

comes to us from New Jersey,

where she was very active in the

Jewish community. She is a new

lifetime member who attended the

Celebrate the TaTa’s event in

2017 and is excited about con

tributing to our TaTa experience. 

Our first meeting of the Cele

brate the TaTas planning commit

tee will be January 24 at 11 AM.

If you are interested in participat

ing, please click here or email

dkapustin@hadassah.org for

more information. You won’t

want to miss out on this opportu

nity to participate in our breast

cancer fundraiser. 100% of our

proceeds are donated to Hadassah

Medical Organization’s breast

cancer research efforts. As al

ways, we will be painting our

TaTas in September 2018, we will

provide our community with the

opportunity to get a mammogram

at Shalom Park, and we will enjoy

a fun, social gathering in late Oc

tober, the Big Reveal. Y

2018 
Celebrate
the TaTa’s 
Join Us

view of five very engaging
women. After reading and loving
both The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry
and Young Jane Young, I am ea
gerly awaiting Gabrielle Zevin’s
next novel.
The Two Family House by
Lynda Cohen Loigman

Brooklyn, 1947: in the midst of
a blizzard, in a twofamily brown
stone, two babies are born min
utes apart to two women. They
are sisters by marriage with an
impenetrable bond forged before
and during that dramatic night;
but as the years progress, small
cracks start to appear and their
once deep friendship begins to
unravel. No one knows why, and
no one can stop it. One misguided
choice; one moment of tragedy.
Heartbreak wars with happiness
and almost but not quite wins.

From debut novelist Lynda
Cohen Loigman comes The Two
Family House, a moving family
saga filled with heart, emotion,
longing, love, and mystery.
(Goodreads)

In the library, I have a sign on
my recommended book shelf that
says “Curl Up with a Good
Book.” The Two Family House is
definitely one of those books that
falls into this category. This fam
ily drama is predictable but the
characters are well developed and
stay with you long after you turn
the last page. Y

Sue’s Book Shelf
(Continued from page 5)

What’s New in the CJE Library?
Going Into Town, Roz Chast

Dinner at the Center of the Earth, Nathan
Englander

The Weight of Ink,
Rachel Kadish

Five Carat Soul,
James McBride

The Book of 
Separation, 
Tova Mirvis

Please join us for our next
CJE Book Club Meeting: 

All Who Go Do Not Return
by Shulem Deen

Wednesday, January 17; 

10:30 AM–12 noon

www.charlottelatin.org
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www.nextgencharlotte.org


By Megan Harkavy, Director,
Consolidated High School of
Jewish Studies

I am thoroughly excited to
begin my tenure as the Director of
Consolidated High School of Jew
ish Studies (otherwise known as
Hebrew High).

Originally from Baltimore, I re
cently moved to Charlotte with
my husband, Andy Harkavy, the
Director of Congregational En
gagement at Temple Beth El and
our sevenmonth old son, Eli. I
earned a Master of Arts in Jewish
Communal Service from Balti
more Hebrew University and a
Master of Social Work from the
University of Maryland, School of
Social Work. Recently, I was the
Director of Jewish Student Life at
the Hillel Foundation at Miami
University of Ohio and a Hebrew
High School teacher at Kulanu in
Cincinnati. I have extensive expe
rience working with Jewish teens
and college students and I am pas
sionate about working with them
on their own personal Jewish jour
neys.

Once I begin, I will oversee all
aspects of the school and work
closely with the Hebrew High Ad
visory Board, clergy, the Jewish
Federation of Greater Charlotte,
and the parents and teachers at
Hebrew High to envision and cre
ate unique and exciting opportu
nities which engages Jewish youth
within the Charlotte Jewish com
munity. Hebrew High will con
tinue to be the place to be on
Wednesday nights, but under my
leadership, we will be exploring
new and innovative ways to learn
and experience Jewish life. I look
forward to connecting with the
Temple Beth El and Temple Israel
teens as well as to engage nonaf
filiated teens to help inspire and
enrich their Jewish journey and
help be a resource for them to
have an active Jewish life. I am
excited to work with our dynamic
teachers and to work with them to
create new and innovated ways to
teach.

My overarching goal for every
Hebrew High student is to em
power them to lead active Jewish
lives by connecting every day val
ues with Jewish values. We will
accomplish this through hands

onlearning that can help the
greater community. Hebrew High
needs to be FUN. Overscheduled,
stressed out, and pressure are just
a few things that teens constantly
may feel. Hebrew High needs to
be a safe space where they can es
cape from the everyday stresses of
life as a teen and also serve a valu
able purpose to make them want
to attend.

It will be important to focus on
the holistic experience by creating
an individual focus for each grade.
These will include:
Y 8th grade – welcoming new
students to our holy community
Y 9th grade – help them transi
tion smoothly into High School
Y 10th grade – empower these
students to focus on their com
munal responsibility
Y 11th/12th grade – prepare
these students for the real world
after high school

It is also imperative to engage
with students before they are in
8th grade so they can become ex

cited about their Jewish future. I
plan on being present in both con
gregations, both religious schools,
and across Shalom Park so I am a
familiar, friendly face. I look for
ward to visiting classrooms, youth
group events, community pro
grams, and more so I can meet
teens, parents, partners, and chil
dren. In addition I want to meet
teens where they are, provide
meaningful Jewish experiences,
and provide an exciting Jewish
opportunity for learning and
growth.

I can be reached at mharkavy@
shalomcharlotte.org.Y
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Youth Visions
A New Era at Hebrew High Begins

Andy, Megan, and Eli Harkavy

“It’s absolutely 

incumbent on Jewish

women to protest

and to withdraw

their support from

any Jewish 

organization that

doesn’t take action

against sex and race 

discrimination.”

 Betty Friedan in Anne
Stone, “Betty Friedan at 55,”

Lilith 1, No. 1 (1992): 41

www.charlotteprep.org
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You know

Find out how our extensive training and care philosophy help us make 
meaningful connections that lead to better, more engaging care. 

Start home care today.
hwcg.com/charlotte 
704.503.4660

where her glasses are when  

she misplaces them, how much  

she hates taking medicine, and  

her passion for cookies.

We’ll know that, too.
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On Friday, December 8, Char
lotte BBYO participated in BBYO
Global Shabbat along with hun
dreds of communities around the
world. This year’s Global Shabbat
theme, “Love Thy Neighbor,” was
highlighted by guest speaker,
Alina Gerlovin Spaulding. Alina
shared her personal story of her
family coming to the America
from the former Soviet Union in
1970s. The central theme of
Alina’s story is the support her
family received from the JDC
(Joint Distribution Committee)
throughout their journey to get
settled and begin their new life in
America. Alina credits the JDC
and the global Jewish commu
nity’s support in helping her be
come the woman she is today.
Special thanks to our incredible
teen leaders, Sophie Levy, Eddie
Horwitz, Maya LapidotBoaz,

Karli Silver, and Ben Petricoff,
who worked tirelessly with our
song leader, Rachel Wolman, to
plan an incredible evening for
over 125 people. 

Charlotte BBYO will hold its
annual Sweetheart Beau Dance on
Saturday, January 27 from 811:30
PM in Lerner Hall. This year’s
theme is “A Night Under the
Stars” and dress is semiformal.
All Jewish teens, 9th–12th grades,
are invited to attend, along with
8th graders that have joined
BBYO. Early bird pricing is $40
through January 21 and $45 from
January 22–25. Teens can pay $45
at the door cash or check. The
nonmember price is $50. To reg
ister for SHB dance go to
www.bbyo.org/shb/. For more in
formation about BBYO please
call 7049446734 or email char
lotte@bbyo.org.Y

BBYO Global Shabbat
Recap 
Sweetheart Beau Dance January 27

Left: Some of BBYO’s
newest members.

Right: Global Shabbat
Leaders  Eddie Horwitz,
Maya LapidotBoaz, So
phie Levy, Karli Silver,
Alina Gerlovin Spauld
ing, Rachel Wolman, and
Ben Petricoff

Left: BBYO parents and staff at
Global Shabbat.

founded Humans of Tel Aviv in
2012. The project aims to show
the authentic cultural and human
diversity of Tel Aviv and the
country of Israel. 

Tel Aviv is by far one of the
most multicultural cities in the
word. Listen as Erez shares what
he has learned after photograph
ing 1,000 life stories. The amaz
ing social fabric of Tel Aviv will
be unraveled for you by the life
stories of the different Humans
who participated in this project.

Sunday, April 22
Israel Independence Day 
Festival 

Join us for an afternoon of
food, fun and games in honor of
Yom Ha’atzmaut. Y

(Continued from page 1)

Federation 
Presents 
Israel @ 70 

www.homeswithcachet.com
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We offer a variety of services including:
COSMETIC SURGICAL PROCEDURES
• Breast Surgery • Liposuction 
• Body Contouring • Tummy Tuck    
• Facial Surgery    

COSMETIC SKIN TREATMENTS
• Botox  • Micro-Needling  
• Juvéderm (full product line) • Restylane (full product line)  
• Kybella 

LASER & OTHER SKIN TREATMENTS
• Acne Therapy • Psoriasis Laser Therapy
• Dermatitis Therapy • Rosacea Therapy
• Eczema Therapy  • Spider Vein Therapy 
• Laser Hair Removal  • Vitiligo Laser Therapy

SKIN CANCER MAINTENANCE
• MOHS Micrographic Surgery
 • Photodynamic Therapy
• Skin Cancer Screenings 
• Treatment of Melanoma 
• Treatment of Skin Cancer
 

Schedule your appointment today 
at either Charlotte office:

Piedmont Plastic Surgery & Dermatology is one 
of the largest regional practices specializing in 
plastic surgery, dermatology, and skin cancer 
care. With 8 regional offices, we are proud to 
serve the skin health care needs of Charlotte 

and its surrounding areas.

Medical and Cosmetic 
Skin Care for all ages

704.344.8846 
309 S. Sharon Amity Rd.

Suite 200 
Charlotte, NC 28211

704.542.2220 
5815 Blakeney Park Dr.

Suite 100
Charlotte, NC 28277
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&SYNAGOGUES CONGREGATIONS

Havurat Tikvah will hold a
community Shabbat service on
January  13, 10 AM, at Avondale
Presbyterian Church, Vanguard
Classroom, 2821 Park Rd. Fol
lowing services kiddush, along
with challah and blessings, will be
held.

The congregation continues its
monthly third Wednesday minyan
on January 17 at the Saxe resi
dence.

On January 27, the congrega
tion will hold an Israeli film night
at 7:30 PM at a member’s home.
See the calendar for more details.

Havurat Tikvah is a warm, sup
portive and nurturing Jewish Re
constructionist congregation with
Shabbat services and a full spec
trum of holiday observances, as
well as religious educational op
tions for both adults and children.
We are a diverse group of fami
lies, singles, and Jewish and inter
faith couples who participate in
projects that promote social jus
tice.

We value and depend upon
member participation and leader
ship for our religious services,

spiritual growth and governance.
Havurat Tikvah is an affiliate

of the Jewish Reconstructionist
Communities, in association with
the Reconstructionist Rabbinical
College.

For more information on up
coming services, programs, mem
bership or other queries, call
9802255330, write to Havurat
Tikvah, P.O. Box 12684, Char
lotte, NC 28220, email member
ship@havurattikvah.org or visit
havurattikvah.org. Havurat Tik
vah is also on Facebook at
facebook.com/groups/havurattik
vah/.Y

Havurat Tikvah Kicks Off
2018 with Services, Film

January 12 at the Blooming
Einsteins venue, Temple Solel is
kicking off 2018 by having a spe
cial “first annual” Community
Shabbat in Fort Mill, SC. The pre
oneg will begin at 7 PM followed
by a Shabbat service led by Jew
ish Musical group The Ruach. All
are welcome to come and experi
ence this unique approach to wor
ship and enjoy an evening
together in friendship. Please tell
your Jewish and interfaith friends
and neighbors of all ages. Temple
Solel is able to sponsor this free

event through the generous sup
port of local business owners and
through the help of the newly re
ceived 2018 Impact and Innova
tion Fund provided by the Jewish
Federation of Greater Charlotte.
We are very grateful to those who
partner and are friends with us.
Let’s grow that circle even bigger
in the spirit of Tikkun Olan to
gether. For more information visit
our website at: www.tem
plesolelsc.org, find us on Face
book, or call 8036199707. Y

Temple Solel Holds 
Community Shabbat

Like us on Facebook: Charlotte Jewish News

www.facebook.com/charlottejewishnews
www.ppsd.org
www.havurattikvah.org
www.facebook.com/groups/havurattikvah/
www.templesolelsc.org
www.davidsltd.com
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Josh Rubin’s Plumbing, LLC
LICENSED  BONDED  INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Layouts for slabs  Roughin and Finish
Water Heater Repairs and Replacement

Kitchen/Bath Remodeling
Toilets, Tubs, Faucets, Sink, and Disposal 

Repairs/Replacement
~ 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE ~

NC State Lic. #29197           SC State Lic. #M110508

7045174918

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered
through representatives of Lincoln Financial Services,
member SIPC. Lincoln Financial Services and 
L2 Financial are not related. LFS1568750081116

Larry Horowitz, CLU, ChFC

L2 Financial
15720 Brixham Hall Ave., Ste 575

Charlotte, NC 28277
7046097505    larry.horowitz@skype  

www.L2financial.com

Helping in the CREATION, PRESERVATION 
& DISTRIBUTION of your Estate

By Jill Blumenthal
Recently, I invited a friend to

join me at a Shabbat service. He
declined my invitation, explaining
that at the last service he’d at
tended, the rabbi had referred to
political events in the sermon. My
friend said, “There’s too much po
litical talk  I want my rabbis to
give sermons on Torah, not the
political issues of the day.”  

My friend is far from the only
person who wishes current events
would remain out of our worship
services. I understand that feeling
 after all, there are days that I,
too, need a service to offer sanc
tuary from the stresses of our bit
terly divided world. 

But I also remember the words
of Deuteronomy 16:20: “Tzedek,
tzedek tirdof! Justice, justice you
shall pursue!” These words com
mand us as Jews  all Jews, not
just Reform Jews  to open our
eyes to the pain in this world and
to act. We’re taught that we are
God’s partners, and through
tikkun olam, repair of the world,
we can fulfill the role God envi
sions for us.  

Social action projects play an
important role in tikkun olam.
This is why Temple Beth El mem
bers gather canned goods for LIB
ERTY’s food drive at the High
Holidays, volunteer as tutors at
Sterling Elementary, sign up for
Mitzvah Day, and perform other
good deeds in Shalom Park and
our greater Charlotte community.  

But I would suggest that good
deeds alone can’t make our world
a fairer, more just place. Our Jew
ish community doesn’t exist in a
vacuum  we are a part of a city,
state, and nation whose laws, reg
ulations, and spending affect how

we educate our children, maintain
public safety, conserve our natural
resources, and care for our most
fragile people. Jewish tradition
demands that we pay attention to
the world outside our synagogues
 the Babylonian Talmud empha
sizes that our sanctuaries and
places of prayer should have win
dows so we can see outside (Be
rachot 34b). Scholars interpret
these Talmudic words as a sign
that Judaism requires us to look
not only inward but also outward,
engaging with the world beyond
the Jewish community.

As much as we may be tempted
to shut our eyes, sometimes we
need our leaders to connect our
traditions to the events that shape
our society. Sometimes, as indi
viduals, in small groups, and even
as an entire congregation, we need
to say, “This [domestic violence,
lack of affordable housing, etc.] is
wrong, and we need to work to
gether to change it.”  

Moreover, in the Mishneh
Torah, Maimonides argues that
the highest form of Tzedakah is
helping another person find a job
(Laws of Charity, 10:714). To
me, this suggests that Jews should
advocate for policies to prevent
poverty and other forms of suffer
ing in addition to volunteering and
donating tzedakah. Do we want to
feed the hungry, or do we want to
prevent as many people as possi
ble from experiencing hunger at
all?  

I believe that the separation of
church and state is essential, and I
believe in respecting the diversity
of our membership’s beliefs. I also
think that there is a big difference
between being political and being
partisan. Being political means
engaging in the civic life of our

community; reflecting on current
issues and expressing our voices
as involved citizens. In contrast, a
congregation behaves in a partisan
matter when its leadership directs
members to vote for a specific
candidate or party. 

We can’t avoid that we, the
members of Temple Beth El, live
in a political world. Sometimes
it’s important not just that we buy
toys for Sterling students through
our Giving Tree, but also that we
consider demanding that our gov
ernment provide effective policies
and funding for all of Sterling’s
students to succeed. Social justice
has a role in our congregation 
even in our sanctuary.

In October 2017, our new
Community Organizing Team
started holding smallgroup listen
ing sessions, trying to learn what
issues most concern our members.
We hope to uncover common
themes so that we can hold a con
gregationwide conversation in
the spring: How can the 3,000
plus members of Temple Beth El
act work together and improve our
world? If you would like to learn
more about this effort or partici
pate in one of these conversations,
please contact Rabbi Dusty Klass
at 7043661948 or rabbiklass@
templebethel.org and put #TBER
ace&Justice in the subject line of
your email.

Jill Blumenthal is the 2017
2019 chair of the Tzedek Council,
Temple Beth El’s committee fo
cused on social justice and ac
tion.Y

Social Justice and Action at 
Temple Beth El 

Shabbat Shirah falls this year
on January 27, and Tu BiShevat –
The New Year for trees, falls on
January 31. To combine this dou
ble celebration, Ohr HaTorah will
host a family Shabbaton on Fri
day, January 26.

The Family Shabbaton will fea
ture a gourmet meal along with a
colorful fruit display to honor the
fruits that praise the Land of Is
rael. There will also be a wine bar
for the adults featuring an array of
new Israeli wines which have just
arrived on the American market.

The Shabbaton will include fun
activities for children, as well as
adults, who will discover some of
the unique rituals associated with
the holiday of Tu BiShevat and
why we humans celebrate the
New Year for trees.

The Shabbaton will be held on
Friday, January 26 and will begin
at 5:30 PM with services and can
dle lighting followed by Shabbat
dinner at 6:45 PM. The cost for
the Shabbaton is $20 per person
or $54 per family. To reserve,
visit the payment page at
www.chabadnc.org or mail a
check to 6619 Sardis Road, Char

lotte, NC 28270. For more infor
mation, please call 7043663984
or email: info@chabadnc.org. Y

Shabbat Shirah
Tu BiShevat Shabbaton on Friday,
January 26

There ’s  a  lo t  to
love  here .

©2017 Brookdale Senior Living Inc.  All rights reserved. BROOKDALE SENIOR LIVING and 
BRINGING NEW LIFE TO SENIOR LIVING are the registered trademarks of Brookdale Senior Living Inc.

Bringing New Life to Senior Living® brookdale.com

117708  CB

Brookdale Carriage Club Providence
Independent Living  |  Assisted Living
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care 
Rehabilitation & Skilled Nursing
5800 Old Providence Road
Charlotte, North Carolina 28226
(704) 365-8551

Brookdale Charlotte East
Independent Living
Assisted Living
6053 Wilora Lake Road
Charlotte, North Carolina 28212
(704) 537-8848

Sometimes innovation is 
about seeing the world in 
a new way, not looking at 
a screen. 

At Brookdale, we are changing 
perceptions of aging. Actually, 
we’re doing more than that. 
We’re celebrating aging by 
redefining what it means to  
live well. 

Call to schedule a personal visit 
or join one of our upcoming 
Technology Classes.

CALL TODAY!
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The rise of the internet, social
media, and smart phones has com
pletely changed the way we relate,
interact, and communicate with
one another, and it’s high time that
we reclaim this lost art.

Welcome to the new, upcoming
JLI course of Charlotte, starting
the 3rd week of January. This ex
citing new JLI six week course
will let participants explore how
we communicate and how to build
relations in today’s tumultuous
times by discovering the true art
of communication and getting a
deeper insight into who we really
are today as a people in the 21st
century.  

In Jewish philosophy, commu
nication is more than just a tool; it
is who we are. Humans in Ju
daism are defined as communica
tive beings with a communicative
soul, and aligning ourselves with
this soul is our purpose of being.

Effective communication im
proves the way we do business;
the way we conduct our domestic
lives and our relations with friends

and acquaintances; and the way
we share our deepest emotions,
thoughts, and inspirations.

Despite the many volumes of
selfhelp literature and the profu
sion of courses on this topic, there
is more to be said. Communica
tion: Its Art and Soul, by the Jew
ish Learning Institute (JLI),
distills ancient Jewish wisdom
and couples it with the latest de
velopments in psychological re
search in the quest to find the
secrets behind healthy and effec

tive communication. 
Communication: Its Art and

Soul predicates its examination of
mundane conversation and dia
logue on the back of a hallowed
principle: the injunction to love
your fellow as yourself. 

Communication requires us to
inhabit the reality of another, to
enter their mind and identify with
their perspective, no matter how
foreign it may seem. Thus, loving
our fellow as ourselves, that great
principle of the Torah, is the

bedrock upon which good com
munication is built. This course
aims to construct a coherent vi
sion of what is worth saying and
then to provide practical knowl
edge of how to go about saying
it—as timely a pursuit today as al
ways.

Join us for this fascinating six
week course that could change
your attitude in how to relate to
people in a real and productive
way and give some of us a gen
uine perspective on selfaware

ness. The evening class begins on
Tuesday, January 23, 7:30–9 PM
and the morning class begins on
Wednesday, January 24, 11 AM –
12:30 PM. The class runs for
six consecutive Tuesdays and
Wednesdays respectively. The fee:
$99 (textbook included) or cou
ples discount $180. For more in
formation, please visit myjli.com
or call our office at 704366
3984. Y

Are We Communicating? 
New JLI Course Being Introduced in Charlotte  Communication: Its Art and Soul

Five Years of CGI Ballantyne
Camp Gan Israel Ballantyne began the summer of 2014 with just 25

campers per week but lots of energy and excitement. We have now
grown to over 110 campers from ages 3–11. 

Get ready for our fifth summer of awesome CGI Fun. Our camp is
part of the fastest growing network of Jewish day camps in the world.
Camp Gan Israel enjoys a wellearned reputation as a trend setter in
Jewish camping with innovative ideas and creative programs being in
troduced continuously. Your child will wait all year to come back to
camp. Campers enjoy a wide range of exciting activities and field trips
in a warm, caring environment, cultivating pride and love for the Jewish
heritage.

The mission of CGI is to instill Jewish values in children of all Jew
ish backgrounds and all levels of observance. Our camp program and
activities are imbued with Jewish ambiance and culture. Challah bak
ing, stories, Israeli dance, drama, Jewish and Hebrew songs, group dis
cussions, and beautiful Jewish crafts combine to create an atmosphere
of joy, fun, and spirit in each child that attends. This is all part of the
unique Gan Israel experience. We have brought it all here. Allow your
child to experience the magic. This summer, enroll your child in Camp
Gan Israel. 

Four weeks of nonstop fun: June 25–July 20
Sign up for single weeks or all four and save! 

Our campers are divided into three main groups:
Mini CGI (Preschool), Ages 35
Junior CGI, Rising KRising 3rd Grade
Senior CGI, Rising 4thRising 6th Grade
Visit www.CGIBallantyne.com for more details and information. Y

Happy campers at CGI Ballantyne.

www.myjli.com
www.CGIBallantyne.com
www.joinedineducation.org
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Come see how children

at Charlotte 
 Jewish Preschool!

LEARN
GROW

CONNECT

CJP is dedicated to instilling  
within each child an excitement 
towards learning, and a joyful  

feeling toward Judaism.

704-944-6776  •  www.charlottejewishpreschool.org

Come 
on in!

5007 Providence Road  
Suite 109 • Charlotte

Friday,  
January 19th

9:30am
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By Ari Rubin
Many refer to Charlotte as a

transient city. Thanks to the Up
town Chabad, hundreds of Jewish
young professionals have a com
munity to connect with and a
place to truly call home. Motti and
Chaya Groner (CoDirectors at
Chabad Young Professionals –
Uptown Charlotte) possess an in
satiable drive to constantly grow
and strengthen this community
through Shabbat dinners, holiday
parties, social learning classes,
and more. Chabad Young Profes
sionals has given me so much in
the last two years. I’ve met some
of my best friends, celebrated hol
idays, and strengthened my Jew
ish identity  through an avenue
that fosters personal, professional
and social growth.

When Motti and I met in Octo
ber 2015, I was immediately en
grossed in his ideas to create a
strong Jewish community for
young professionals in Charlotte.
Those ideas became a reality
faster than we expected; Chabad
Young Professionals has engaged
over 331 unique attendees over
the past two years and over 1000
total attendees this past year.
Whether it’s a homemade Shabbat
dinner, a rooftop Hanukkah soirée
at Fahrenheit, or social learning,
Chabad appeals to all types of
Jews.

Like several Charlotte trans
plants, I’m rarely able to travel
home for the holidays due to my
work schedule. Since I’m not

ready to join a Temple, Chabad
has created the perfect medium to
attend services and celebrate the
holidays in Charlotte with other
likeminded Jews. Chabad pro
vides a place to light the menorah,
eat apples and honey, dress up for
Purim, and indulge in truly great
holiday traditions. When I prac
tice these familiar customs, it feels
like I’m not too far from home
after all.

Motti and Chaya open up their
home about twice a month, where
they welcome everyone for Friday
night Shabbat meals. Crowds of
friends join in for these wonderful
nights. While the menu rotates
and never ceases to amaze, the
gefilte fish, matzo ball soup,
baked chicken, hummus, and
fresh challah coupled with amaz
ing conversation leaves you feel
ing warm and fulfilled leading up
to the weekend. Dinners average
a crowd of 21 people looking to
relax over good food, wine, and
discussion after a long workweek. 

I’ve attended many events, but
I would have to say my favorite is
the annual kickoff party. With the
purchase of an event ticket (with
early bird specials as cheap as
$18), guests get access to an open
bar and delicious food at a private
venue. The event takes place in
late August/early September and
welcomes all of those new to
Charlotte, while also providing an
opportunity to make friends and
learn more about the Jewish com
munity. 

Aside from the delicious food
and outstanding social events,
Chabad provides invaluable busi
ness events that are designed for
young Jewish professionals.
These events are fantastic for
those looking to advance their ca
reers through knowledgeable
CEO insight and connections with
industry peers. Past speakers in
clude Richard Osborne (Former
CFO of Duke Energy), Mark Vit
ner (Senior Economist at Wells
Fargo), and David Miller (Co
Founder of AvidXchange).

I have watched Chabad Young
Professionals of Charlotte benefit
our community for two years.
Each event I attend brings to
gether familiar and new faces, all
connected by our identity and
common traditions. Motti and
Chaya Groner carved out an ex
ceptionally special place for

Chabad Young Professionals in
Charlotte. Be sure to reach out to
them if you’re new to Charlotte or

searching for a Jewish community
to join. Y

Uptown Chabad – the Place for Young Jewish Professionals

“Friendship among young people, friendship that is

completely independent, is one of the purest elements

in a man’s soul ... Happy is the man who is privileged

to have it in his youth, for it will be a blessing to him

all the days of his life.” 
Chaim Nachman Bialik, in Mordechai Ovadyahu, “Bialik Speaks”

Uptown Chabad hosts a get together for young Jewish professionals.

www.charlottejewishpreschool.org
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www.templeisraelnc.org
www.templeisraelnc.org


www.charlottejcc.org
www.charlottejcc.org
www.charlottejcc.org/teamcarolina
www.charlottejcc.org


www.facebook.com/levinejcc
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An inclusive and dynamic Reform Jewish congregation   •   1,100 families strong

Always a warm welcome. 

Stay up to date with everything at Temple Beth El – follow us on Facebook and visit our website.

5101 Providence Road   |   Charlotte, NC 28226   |   704.366.1948   |   templebethel.org 

COMMUNITY

Sheva Shabbaton (7th Grade Religious School class retreat) was a huge success!

Discovered Traditions specializes in  
unique gifts for any occasion, and offers  
gift registries for wedding, B’nei Mitzvah,  
new home and baby, especially helpful  
for out-of-town family members.

Discovered Traditions is open 10:00 am to 3:00 pm Monday through Friday, 
before and after Friday night services, and 9:00 am to 1:00 pm on Religious 
School Sundays. Proceeds support the Temple Beth El Religious School.

LEARNING

The Jewish Prophets Through the Lens of the Black Church
Tuesday evenings: Jan. 9, 16 and 23 at 7:00 pm
Get a new perspective on the Jewish prophets with Reverend Rodney S. Sadler, Jr., PhD.

Hands On Judaism
Tuesday evenings: Jan. 9, 16 and 23 at 7:00 pm
Learn to make Judaism come alive in your home with Susan Jacobs, Director  
of Education.

21st Annual Comparative Religion Series:  
“What Does God Want and Who Speaks for God?”
Tuesday evenings starting Jan. 30 at 7:00 pm 
Religious leaders of different faiths offer their points of view. The event is free and 
open to the community.

WORSHIP

Justice Shabbat
Friday, Jan. 12 at 6:00 pm 
Join Temple Beth El and NFTY-SAR teens for an uplifting service and call  
to justice. Guest Speaker: Charlottean of the Year 2016, Toussaint Romain.

First Fridays:  
5:30 pm SongFest, 6:00 pm Family Shabbat, 8:00 pm Community Shabbat

All other Fridays: 6:00 pm Community Shabbat Service

Saturdays: 11:00 am Shabbat Morning Worship

Please check our website for weekly service times and details.

Brotherhood/Sisterhood Winter Luau 
& Silent Auction
Saturday, Jan. 20 at 7:00 pm 
Join Brotherhood and Sisterhood for food, music, a fabulous silent auction, 
games, contests, prizes and a traditional Hawaiian Luau show including hula 
dancing. Save the date and check the TBE website for RSVP information.

A group of 27 Temple Beth El clergy, staff, and congregants 
attended the Union for Reform Judaism Biennial in Boston. 
Rabbi Asher Knight, Dr. Laura Bernstein, Rabbi Judy Schindler 
and Judy Seldin-Cohen, Andy Harkavy, Rabbi Ana Bonnheim  
and Holly Levinson were presenters.

Are you interested in Temple Beth El membership or  
learning more about what makes our congregation unique?  
Contact Candace Naliboff, Director of Member Services at 
704.749.3068 or cnaliboff@templebethel.org.
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The past 12 months have been
another year of growth and
change for Temple Kol Ami of
Fort Mill, SC. As we look back at
2017, we have so much to be
grateful for at TKA. From spiritu
ally meaningful High Holiday
services to culturally enriching
programs such as our Havdalah
concert with The Ruach and an Is
raeli Chanukah dinner featuring
Yafo Kitchen to Torah study and
excellent Jewish education at our
Religious School, we have created
amazing memories and strength
ened the Jewish community of
York County, SC. 

This past year marks a full year
of rabbinic leadership at Temple
Kol Ami. It has been wonderful to
have Rabbi Ana Bonnheim to lead
us in Kabbalat Shabbat services
monthly and we look forward to
another year under her guidance,
making Friday nights an enhanced
learning and spiritual experience.
Rabbi Bonnheim will be with us
the following dates in early 2018:
January 5, February 2, March 16,
and April 13. We look forward to
an expanding role for Rabbi
Bonnheim as we plan for her to
visit our religious school in the
coming year.  

In regards to our Religious
School, 2017 was another banner
year for TKA. There are 45 stu
dents enrolled, being taught by a
staff of 14 volunteers including
four madrachim. There were three
B’nei Mitzvah in 2017, and we
are excited for another four com

ing in 2018. What makes all of
this so remarkable is the dedica
tion of our 100% volunteer staff.
Educating our next generation is a
top priority at Temple Kol Ami,
and our Temple members have re
sponded to this need with great
enthusiasm. Learning Hebrew,
holidays, and history is just part of
the TKA Religious school experi
ence. Creating Jewish friendships
and bonds is another important as
pect that has been fostered at
TKARS. We are thrilled to once
again have been awarded a grant
from the Jewish Federation of
Greater Charlotte Impact and In
novation Fund which we intend to
use to continue to build the Reli
gious School and enhance our stu
dents’ educational journey.

Finally, 2017 saw a change in
locale for Temple Kol Ami. After
seven fantastic years at Unity
Presbyterian Church, we moved
to our new spiritual home at
Philadelphia United Methodist
Church. We have felt so wel
comed in our new home and are
on our way to creating more mem
ories and writing new chapters in
our history. We started off with
our annual Friendsgiving Shabbat
when we gathered to give thanks
and enjoy a Thanksgivingstyle
Shabbat dinner that was thor
oughly enjoyed by the 65 congre
gants in attendance. 

As we look back at 2017, Tem
ple Kol Ami can be proud of all
we accomplished in the past year.
We look forward with great antic

ipation to what 2018 holds for our
small but growing congregation.
If you live in the Greater York
County/South Charlotte area,
Temple Kol Ami may be the Jew
ish home for you. For more infor
mation, please check out our
website www.templekolamisc.org
or follow us on Facebook (Temple
Kol Ami). Feel free to attend any
of our Shabbat services which are
generally on the first and third Fri
days of each month. We hope to
meet you in 2018. Y

The Year in Review at Temple Kol Ami

From kids to adults, everyone enjoyed Friendsgiving Shabbat at TKA

Members of Temple Kol Ami enjoying Friendsgiving Shabbat

www.templekolamisc.org
www.jpsonsardis.org/register


We received this essay in the
mail from a former student who is
now in fourth grade in Colorado.
I’m sure you can imagine how the
teachers and staff at the school
felt. We wanted to pass on that
feeling to you.  

The Charlotte Jewish Day
School
By Mia Ashar

CJDS. The Charlotte Jewish
Day School was one of the most
important places in my life. I
loved CJDS but did not realize
how much it meant to me. As
some people say, you never know
what you have until it’s gone. In
this case, it’s true. CJDS was one
of the most important places in
my life, with good teachers, great
friends, and learning what most
kids don’t. This made CJDS the
perfect place for me.

At CJDS I had the best teachers
in the world. They were the clos
est thing to a mother after my real
mother, aunt, and grandmother.
My firstgrade teacher, Mrs.
Jadyn, helped me understand my
worst subject, math. My second
grade teacher, Mrs. Felter, in
spired me to write stories, essays,
and poems. And my thirdgrade
teacher, Mrs. Ribreau, urged me to
write my first story and now I
have accomplished five stories
and I am working on three new
books. I am very fond of the
teachers I had at CJDS. They
made a big great change in my
life.

Learning what most kids don’t
was a giant part of CJDS. In

CJDS, learning possibilities
stretched longer than big, taller
than huge, and farther than the
end. We learn extremely excellent,
advanced English and CJDS not
only taught English but also
taught Hebrew which is a big plus
if you are Jewish like me. If you
move to Charlotte, North Car
olina, try sending your kid to the
Charlotte Jewish Day School.

I found my best friend from
CJDS even before I had started. I
was in tennis camp and I met a
girl. She was one of my best
friends for a long time. We had al
most no arguments for three years
in a row. And yes, time flies by,
friendships change, but not this
one. A couple of times she moved
down to second best friend but the
bond between us was unmistak
able. In these three years I realized
how important a friendship could
be and I never imagined if one,
just one, would turn its back on
me. That never happened in
CJDS. Almost any friendship you
make will never be lost. Thanks to
CJDS, now I know a friendship
can be one of the most important
things someone can have in a life
time. I realize that whenever I
look back on the best school I
have ever been to, a place in my
heart expands. I have a very spe
cial place in my heart that expands
every year, month, weekday, hour,
minute, and second that I spent in
CJDS.  Again, as some people say,
you never know what you have
until it’s gone.Y
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The following individuals/families are in the Book of 
Life Society and have granted us permission to share 
with you that Charlotte Jewish Preschool has been 
included as a beneficiary of their legacy gift.

Anonymous*
Susan and Benjamin Aizenman
Anthony and Brooke Amo
Brian and Glenda Bernhardt
Andrew and Elka Bernstein
Susan P. Bessey
David and Bonnie Bornstein
Michael and Karen Coates-

Traynor
Jennifer and Jonathan Collman
Andrea and Jeremy Davids
Jill and Michael Dinerman
Dale Lederer

Elissa and Joshua Levine
Staci and Darren Mond
Marcelle and Allan Oxman
Rachel and Darren Pierce
Elizabeth Ren and Michael 

Grunwald
Julie and Scott Rizzo
Renee and Philip Schreibman
Allen Sherman and Suzy Savod
Jonathan and Stephanie Simon
Anne and Mike Sinsheimer
Ruth Ann and Tom Smith
Steve and Emily Snyder

Stephanie and Steven Starr
Joseph and Renee Steiner
Mike and Andie Taylor
Amy and Ross Udoff
Amy and Mark Vitner
Janice and Ronald Weiner
Evan and Debby Weiss
Eric and Joanna Wisotsky
Marisa and Joe Zeibert 

*Donors who wish to remain
  anonymous

LEGACY
DONORS

704.973.4544 • charlottejewishfoundation.org

To learn how you can create your own Jewish legacy, contact 
Phil Warshauer (704) 973-4544 or Nancy Kipnis (704) 973-4554.

A supporting organization of Foundation For The Carolinas
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School
Former Student Reminisces About Her Days at The Charlotte Jewish
Day School

Mia

Todah Rabah to Our

Most Recent Donors

The Charlotte Jewish News thanks our most recent
donors for their generosity in helping us fulfill our mis
sion to continue publishing the latest information about
our community. Visit charlottejewishnews.org to see
our most updated information.

Grand Patron
Bob and Beth Davis
Burton Greenspan
Penny Krieger

Patron
Donald H. and Barbara K. 
Bernstein Family Foundation

Judy Morganstein
Morris and Linda Spil

Friend
Bob and Ann Abel
Beverly Darienzo
Bob Jacobson
Michael and Roberta McGinley
Karen Rubin
Robert Stoll

Subscriber
Stuart and Lynne Cojac
Marla Drucker
Harold and Sandra Greenblatt
Susan Jensen
Ed and Arlene Karp
Alla Mogilevsky
Michael and Heidi Rotberg
Mike Shrago
Richard and Janis Silverman

www.charlottejewishfoundation.org
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$2 OFF
Any Purchase 
of $10 or more

with this ad

Mike Sadri
Arboretum Shopping Center

7045415099
fax: 7045415989

Only 1 coupon per transaction.
Expires 2/28/18

“A SouthPark Tradition 
of Excellence”

Hampton Inn & Suites SouthPark at Phillips Place, 
Charlotte, NC  28210    7043195700

www.hamptonsouthpark.com

SouthPark at Phillips Place

Where Families 
Come Together

w Featuring 124 beautifully decorated guest

rooms and suites conveniently located 

in Phillips Place

w Complimentary amenities include: 

Hot breakfast, internet access,

transportation to Shalom Park

w Hospitality Suite  

w Great Room: Special rates available for

Friday night dinner

For more information, contact:
Erin.Dennis@hilton.com

Photo courtesy of ArtShots Photography 

DINING OUT, CATERING &
HOSPITALITY

To  advertise, contact one of our sales representatives: 
Jodi Valenstein, 704-609-0950
Pam Garrison, 704-906-7034

Happy 2018! While January is
the beginning of the calendar year
and the middle of the winter, the
Jewish Preschool on Sardis is ex
cited to announce our registration
for our Summer 2018 programs
and our 20182019 school year.
Beginning January 8, JPS will
open registration to our currently
enrolled families and on Monday,
January 15 registration will open
to the general community.  

If you are still thinking about
preschool options and would like
a personal tour of our part day or
full day programs for ages six
weeks through five years, call our
office to schedule a time that is
convenient for you at 704364
8395 or email us at dedee@jpson
sardis.org.  

Why do our families choose
JPS? We asked and they an
swered. Here are a few of their
thoughts….thank you to our lov
ing and supportive families.

Y “JPS is fostering a commu
nity, not just a school. JPS for us
epitomizes a school that is look
ing to bring people together, while
also helping to provide a solid
learning foundation for our chil

dren. We are so honored to be a
part of the school community.”

Y “We chose JPS because of
the warm, intimate feeling of the
school and it has become our
daughter’s home away from
home. We appreciate the true
sense of community. I feel confi
dent leaving her in great hands
every day  she is not only happy,
but also growing by leaps and
bounds. I love the blend of Jewish
learning and life skills, and see
the day through her eyes.”

Y “What stands out to me is
the warmth, love, and community
you feel from the moment you
walk through the door.”

Y “JPS was one of the best de
cisions we made when we moved
to Charlotte. The quality and
warmth of the school and its pro
grams were apparent to us from
the beginning.”Y

Registration Opens for
Jewish Preschool on Sardis

Ava and Ariella look at the pictures on the menorah.

Leah and Eliza are so happy that they became friends at JPS.

Please 

visit our 

wonderful

advertisers!

www.hamptonsouthpark.com
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By Brooke Amo, Director, Char
lotte Jewish Preschool

Come and learn about what
makes the Charlotte Jewish Pre
school stand out from all the rest
on January 19 at our Open House.

Mission: Our mission is to pro
vide young children with a secure
and loving atmosphere in which to
grow, develop a positive self
image, and learn the joy of Jewish
life.
1. Teachers

The CJP family is made up of
54 dedicated nurturing and knowl
edgeable teachers and staff. Our
family feel is evident in 650 total
years of experience averaging
12.5 years per person. Our staff is
committed to providing a premier
early childhood education experi
ence through a Jewish lens, best
teaching practices, professional
ism, and most importantly nurtur
ing your child’s development. Our
teachers continuously sharpen
their teaching practice by partici
pating in professional develop
ment opportunities. They aim to
stay current on latest trends, re
search, and best practice. This
year we were fortunate enough to
send eight teachers to the National
Association for the Education of
Young Children’s Conference
(NAEYC). 
2. Facilities/Environment

The CJP is conveniently lo
cated on the Shalom Park campus.
The Shalom Park campus brings
the Charlotte Jewish communi
ties’ resources together and ulti
mately benefits all of our children

and families. From our very own
CJP garden, 23 classrooms, access
to the Center for Jewish Education
for storytelling and library, JCC
gyms and splash park, to Temple
Beth El and Temple Israel for
Shabbat programs. Our children
have the facilities and re
sources of this 54acre
park at their fingertips.
This ensures that our
children are always en
gaged in hands on learn
ing experiences.
3. Curriculum

Our approach to learn
ing and early childhood
development is multidisciplinary,
holistic, studentcentered, and de
livered through a Judaic lens. At
CJP, we know that children begin
to learn and understand the world
around them best through play
and experiential learning. Pre
school children learn by doing,
touching, tasting, hearing,
smelling, experimenting, and
wondering. Our emergent curricu
lum is designed to respect each
child as a unique individual, to
foster the diverse ways in which
they develop and learn, and to cre
ate a nurturing environment.

Our developmentallyappropri
ate goals are based on the North
Carolina 

Foundations for Early Learning
and Development. These goals
serve as tools within our curricu
lar framework to support our
teachers in facilitating a student
centered, inquirybased learning
environment that is focused on

providing appropriate learning
goals and opportunities within
specific stages of development.
4. Enrichment/ Special Days

Story time, Judaica classes,
Gym, Gross Motor, Music, and
our Growth through Gardening

program are specials that
the children participate in
each day. Our children
love to explore all aspect
of learning such as the
arts, sciences, kinesthetic,
and the Judaica. We are
fortunate to have a team of
experts working with our
children to create hands on

learning that goes beyond the
classroom. Staff and parents work
tirelessly to bring Judaic values,
themes, and learning to life. To do
this, we have many special days

throughout the year that offer con
venient ways for parents and other
family members to partner with
us. Each age group has a special
day where we invite all to come
together and share a Judaic expe
rience with their child. In addi
tion, we have many school wide
events that that make learning and
being part of this community rich
in tradition, and most importantly,
fun. Listed below are some of the
special days that our children par
ticipate in. These special days are
a joy to share with our families
and CJP community. 

Babies in the Booth
“Two” BiShevat

Trip to Israel
Pajama Day 

Purim Parade
Grandparents’ Day

Sederim
Latkes, Lights, and Love,

Picnic and Pals 
Thanksgiving Feasts 

5. Community
The CJP is a place where you

can come and connect with other
young families. You will find that
CJP facilitates friendships, tradi
tions, and a foundation for Jewish
life. Many of our families find a
home away from home within our
school, and also the greater
Shalom Park community.

Come and visit us, walk
through our halls and classrooms
to feel the warmth and joy that our
staff, parents, and most impor
tantly the children create every
day at the CJP. See you January
19.Y

Top Five Reasons Why Is CJP the Place to Be

We are thrilled to announce our
program Defining Zionism. This
event will be held in two parts, 
the first in collaboration with the
Charlotte Jewish Film Festival,
and the second featuring bestsell
ing author Francine Klagsbrun, as
she discusses her book Lioness,
Golda Meir, and the Nation of Is
rael and Ambassador Judith Var
nai Shorer, Consul General of
Israel to the Southeast. The goal
of this program is to discuss the
relevance of Zionism and its sig
nificance for our Jewish commu
nity in 2018. Our local chapter

was awarded a grant from Na
tional Hadassah which will help
defray some of the costs of this
program. We are hoping that the
community will help sponsor our
efforts, as this is a program open
to the entire community, as we
discuss Zionism and its relevance
today. 

Part 1 will be held on February
14, as we partner with the Char
lotte Jewish Film Festival. The
film, An Israeli Love Story, will
be shown at Temple Israel. Hadas
sah will sponsor a wine and
chocolate reception following the

film. (See page 10 for more infor
mation.)

Part 2 of this series will be on
March 18 at 4 PM, as we wel
come Francine Klagsbrun, and the
Ambassador Shorer. Our goal is to
highlight Zionism at the time of
the creation of the state of Israel
pre1948, in addition to the role of
Golda Meir’s role in Zionism. The
Consul General will highlight Zi
onism today. A discussion and
book signing will follow this
event. 

We look forward to an exciting
and impactful event.Y

Hadassah Presents “Defining Zionism”

www.charlottejcc.org


By Michael Brown
(JTA) — Trees have sto

ries, and Israel’s trees have
lots of stories. Scattered
throughout the country, scores
of ancient and historic trees
help shed light on fascinating
aspects of Israeli history, from
the biblical to the modern,
that are often overlooked by
the average tourist.

As we approach Tu BiShe
vat — the new year for the
trees on the Jewish calendar
falls on January 31  this year 
now is the perfect time to visit
some of these magnificent
trees.

The five trees below, all
easily accessible, are worth
seeking out on your next tour
of the Jewish state. They’re a
mixed lot  some are associ
ated with famous figures, oth
ers are impressive in size,
some are just plain old — but all
are worth checking out.
Baha’u’llah’s Grove

The Baha’i Gardens complex is
the most widely recognized land
mark in the city of Haifa — it’s
also a World Heritage Site. The
extensive complex of buildings,
terraces, and gardens was devel
oped in stages, beginning with a
simple, onestory building in 1909
to the completion of the site in
2001.

This monumental project began
with a simple stroll. In 1891, the
founder of Baha’i, the religious
leader Baha’u’llah, and his son as
cended a mountainside near Haifa
and, as the story goes, the two
men walked until they came to a
clump of cypress trees. There, Ba
ha’u’llah pointed out to his son
the site that would serve as the
permanent resting place of the
Bab, the prophet who heralded the
arrival of the Baha’i faith. He de
clared his mission in Persia in
1844, but because of his religious
teachings he was executed there in
1850, at the age of 31. The Bab’s
remains were brought to the Holy
Land in the late 1890s and perma
nently laid to rest on Mount
Carmel in 1909.

This resting place — the Shrine
of the Bab, at the center of metic
ulously maintained gardens — is
a major pilgrimage site for Baha’i
worldwide. Nine terraces have
been landscaped above and nine
terraces prepared below. The orig
inal clump of cypress trees can
still be plainly seen today, little
changed as they appeared over
100 years ago. They are a re
minder of the place where the
founder of the Baha’i religion
stood and first designated the lo
cation of this magnificent site.
Einstein’s Palm

The TechnionIsrael Institute of
Technology is an internationally
recognized institute of higher ed
ucation located on a sprawling
campus at the edge of Haifa. Few
realize that the original institution
began in the Hadar neighborhood,
in midtown Haifa, at the begin
ning of the 20th century. Its aim
was to foster scientific and techni
cal education in the region. The
impressive original building in
which the Technion began now
houses the Israel National Mu
seum of Science, Technology, and
Space.

In 1923, Albert Einstein and his

wife, Elsa, visited the Technion,
which was still a work in progress
at that time. In honor of the visit,
they were invited to plant two
palm trees, which still flank the
original building. In 2007, Lokey

Park was on the new Technion
campus on Haifa’s outskirts, and
the treeplanting tradition was re
newed: Visiting Nobel laureates
like the late Elie Wiesel have been
invited to plant a tree in the park,

as was the late Israeli Presi
dent Shimon Peres.

A visit to Einstein’s palm
helps unveil the story of this
institution and the important
part it played in the develop
ment of the country.
Methusaleh Tree

In southern Israel, on the
grounds of Kibbutz Ketura,
stands a palm tree surrounded
by a small enclosure. It is not
a particularly impressive tree
in appearance, but the story
behind it is remarkable. The
tree — named Methuselah,
after the oldest person in the
Bible — has been brought to
life from a 2,000yearold
seed recovered from Masada
during excavations in the
1960s. The seed, a remnant of
the famous Judean date palm
that went extinct around the
time of the Crusades, was

sprouted in 2005.
The tree is a male. As it reaches

maturity, its pollen will be used
with other trees to help produce
the same (or similar) variety of
date eaten in ancient times.

King George Sycamores
Tel Aviv has experienced ex

plosive growth since it was estab
lished in 1909, obliterating most
signs of the original landscape.
Even so, in the heart of the
bustling metropolis, near the ex
pansive Meir Park, six ancient
sycamores fill a narrow traffic is
land in the middle of busy King
George Street, just north of Boro
chov Street. These impressive
trees are vestiges of the native
vegetation of Tel Aviv — in the
1920s, when the street was first
being paved, the traffic island was
created to preserve the trees.

A photo that has been widely
published in books and online
shows a man leaning against the
trees in 1921, when the area was
still undeveloped. In the mid
1930s, the municipality of Tel
Aviv presented a plan to uproot
the trees in order to widen and
straighten the road. Many local
residents vigorously opposed the
idea — therefore the trees remain
for us to enjoy and help us visual
ize an earlier version of the land,
before it was a city.
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Feb. 11 • 7:15pm
Temple Israel

Feb. 14 • 7:15pm
Temple Israel

Feb. 18 • 2:00pm
Regal Ballantyne

Feb. 18 • 7:15pm
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Feb. 15 • 7:15pm
Temple Israel

Feb. 17 • 7:15pm
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For Tu BiShevat, Five of Israel’s MustSee Trees

(Continued on page 35)

A palm planted by Albert Einstein and the trees in the Baha’i Gardens are among the most
spectacular to see in Israel. (Elaine Solowey/Margaux Stelman/Courtesy of the
Technion/Courtesy of Mikveh Israel Visitors Center/Courtesy of Bahai World Centre)

www.charlottejewishfilm.com
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REGISTRATION  
BEGINS!

Sun, January 7 – Members Only
Mon, January 8 – Online Available 
Thu, February 1 – Non-Members 

Flag Football  
Lacrosse - All-Sports  
Soccer - Basketball  

Tennis

Plus–
LJCC SPECIALTY 

SPORTS CAMPS

 704-366-5007
charlottejcc.org/camps

Camp Mindy 2018

A Chai Summer…  
Growing for 18 Years!

Preschool • K-5th • Teens
Full-day • Half-day

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

TSIGRE   

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

NOTIAATTR   

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

raurbe, FuhT
yraunan, JoM
yraunan, JuS

GEB
TSIGRE   

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

sMemberrs-noNNoy 1 –r
eblleallaiilaaivvaAenliinnOy 8 – 

yllynOsMemberrsy 7 – 
!SNGI

NOTIAATTR   

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

suuslluPPl
LJCC

TS
LJJCCCC SPSP

s–uuslluPPl

SPORTSSPSPOPORORTRTTS
LJCC SPLJJCJCCCC

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

TY PEPECECICIAALTTTYC
AMP
ALLLTLTLT

AMPSS CAMAMPMPSPSS CS C
PECIAL

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

th5KlhP

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

Th

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

Lac

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

SiiaaihhaCChAA roor ffogg nngowiinrroGGr

th5- KK- •loohcesrP
flaH•ayd-lluF

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

r…eerummmeS …r
r 18 s!rrsaareeaYYe

nseeTTe•h
aydf-

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

enTTe
Soc

Lac

ejccharlott
704-3

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

nnis

ampsg/c.orcc
366-5007

  

 
 

  
  

  

  
  

By Edmon J. Rodman
Los Angeles (JTA) — For the

last three years, I’ve celebrated Tu
BiShevat — the Jewish New Year
of the Trees — by organizing a
participatory Seder in a nearby
canyontop park.

The Seder usually includes
about 10 to 15 people from my
group, the Movable Minyan — a
small, layled, independent con
gregation that needs every mem
ber’s active participation in order
to thrive. We meet in the parking
lot, and from there, bags of Seder
supplies in hand, we take a short
hike up past oak trees to a chapar
ralcovered hill with a panoramic
view of the San Fernando Valley.

This is no ordinary picnic. For
the Seder, in addition to plates,
cups, and Haggadot to explain
everything (what Jewish event
would be complete without a
book?), you need two different
colors of wine or juice — the
change in color representing the
changes in season.

We also bring specific fruits,
each representing of one of the
four levels of existence that the
kabbalists of Safed, who created
the Seder, taught that we live on
simultaneously: “assiyah,” doing;
“yetzirah,” formation; “briyah,”
creation, and “atzilut,” nobility.
(Assiyah, for example, includes
actions like repairing the world.
It’s represented by foods with a
tough outer shell and a soft inside,
like walnuts or pomegranates,
which symbolize our physical ex
teriors and our inner spiritual

lives.)
My part, aside from bringing a

bag of kumquats from a tree in our
yard — representing creation,
which calls for fruit that can be
eaten whole — has been to lead
the Seder. It’s not too hard, con
sidering we have an easytouse
Haggadah called “Branching
Out,” published by the Jewish Na
tional Fund. But with the New
Year of the Trees fast approaching
— this year it’s celebrated on Jan
uary 31 — the Haggadah was be
coming the same old fruit salad.

Inspired by the trees, I thought
it was time show a little growth in
my Tu BiShevat celebration.
Even though there’s been so little
rain in Southern California, the
trees continued to grow — I
wanted to see growth in our min
yan as well. Yes, a few more peo
ple would be nice. 

But, more significantly, I
wanted to find a way to better ap
preciate what each member
brought to the table both at the
Seder itself and, more broadly, to
our yearround community.

While attending the Federa
tions of North America’s General
Assembly November 2015, I was
handed a book called the “Tu Bi
Shevat Companion” at a booth
sponsored by Livnot U’Le
hibanot.  The Israelbased organi
zation (which means “to build and
to be built”) seeks to inspire
young Jews — and, apparently,
older people like me — to “ex
plore their heritage and spiritual
ity.” I had slipped the softcover in

my bag, and there it remained
until I started thinking about the
Tu BiShevat approach.

“Today, we start our feast with
seven species [shivat haminin],
which are the fruits that the Land
of Israel is famous for,” the chap
ter about the Seder began. My
Haggadah also mentioned them:
barley, dates, figs, grapes, olives,
pomegranates, and wheat. A
woman who comes to my Seder
every year bakes her signature
“seven species muffins,” which
are surprisingly good considering
that the list of ingredients sounds
like something from a TV cooking
competition.

Still, I thought the seven
species could provide a rich
metaphor for our indie group, and
I hoped find another, nongastro
nomical way to relate to them.

Reading the “Companion”
(available free online), I learned
the date, for example, demon
strated that the Jewish value of
“inclusiveness” can be “extracted
from the palm tree.”

“The palm tree has nothing
wasted from it,” the Haggadah
notes. The dates are eaten; young,
unopened branches are used at
Sukkot for the lulav; the trunk
fibers are “used to make rope.” 

Similar to the palm tree, con
cluded this “minidrash” on trees
and people, “the people of Israel
have no person wasted.”

As I read, the myriad personal
and communal connections to Tu
BiShevat  began to flower.

Each of the seven species was
presented with “spiritual in
sights,” something our congrega
tion strives for in our Torah

discussions. There were also
openended questions like, “What
in your opinion is the best way to
be connected to the continuity of
our people’s heritage without los
ing our personal uniqueness?”

The more I read, the more the
Haggadah seemed to be talking to
my minyan. Each of the species
was presented in the context of a
physical and spiritual connection:
The olive tree, for example, has
multiple trunks, like a family.

After all, at nearly 30 years old,
our minyan was a kind of family,
with each member keenly aware
of others’ growth and setbacks
over the years. With our back
grounds varying from secular to
Orthodox, our diversity was our
strength — though sometimes it
resulted in intense debate over the
group’s course.

Moved by this reverie of con
nectedness — and awakening to
the possibilities a new depth of
meaning of Tu BiShevat for our
group — I felt compelled to con
nect with the book’s author,
Shlomo Tal.

Tal spoke with me from Safed,
where Livnot U’Lehibanot is
based, and where the custom of a
Tu BiShevat Seder began more
than 300 years ago. He asked me,
when I looked at the Tu BiShevat
Seder table, “Which fruit smiles at
you?”

At first, the question brought to
mind the old California Raisins
commercials. But then I realized
he was asking which fruit I would
like to eat first.

For me, that “smiling fruit” was

On Tu BiShevat, Seeds of Growth and Change

The Movable Minyan celebrating its outdoor Tu biShevat seder. (Edmon J.
Rodman)

(Continued on page 35)

www.charlottejcc.org/camps
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Wednesday, February 7, 2018 
7:00 p.m. Dessert Reception | 7:30 p.m. Program

Sam Lerner Center for Cultural Arts at Shalom Park
5007 Providence Road • Charlotte

BRET STEPHENS

featuring

Changing Tides

The New York Times

BRET STEPHENS joined the New York Times as a columnist 
and associate editor in April 2017. Prior to that he had been 

The Wall Street Journal, as 
well as the paper’s deputy editorial page editor. Still prior 
to that, he was editor-in-chief of The Jerusalem Post, a 
position he assumed in 2002 at the age of 28. Bret was born 
in New York and raised in Mexico City. He is the author of 
“America In Retreat: The new Isolationism and the Coming 
Global Disorder,”which Niall Ferguson called a “shrewd, sharp 
and shamelessly unfashionable defense of American power 
as a force for good.” He has won numerous awards and 
distinctions, including the 2013 Pulitzer Prize for distinguished 
commentary. Bret was educated at the University of Chicago 

and the London School of Economics. He lives in Manhattan with his wife Corinna, 
a classical music and opera critic for the Times, and their three children.

of the

For security purposes, advance registration is required. 
To register, please visit:

www.aipac.org/Charlotte
or

www.jewishcharlotte.org/jcrc

The Pro-Israel Lobby
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By Shaul Goldstein
Jerusalem (JTA) – The rabbinic

tract Midrash Kohelet Raba tells
us that when God created Adam,
He took him to see each and every
tree and plant, telling him to
“make sure you do not degrade
and spoil my planet – for if you
do, there will be none to come
after you and restore it.”

From the biblical injunction to
protect natural woodland, even
while laying siege to an enemy
city, the rabbis of the Talmud de
rived the prohibition of gratuitous
waste and destruction.

And the biblical story of
Noah’s ark can be seen as the ear
liest recognition of humanity’s re
sponsibility to safeguard
biodiversity from the conse
quences of human wrongdoing.

Protection of the environment
is an authentic and significant
Jewish value with deep roots in
our tradition. So why isn’t the na
tional movement of the Jewish
people thought of in ecological
terms as much as political ones?

There was a time when envi
ronmentalism was considered an
integral part of the larger Zionist
project. In Israel’s early days,

planting trees, particularly on Tu
BiShevat, was an iconic Zionist
activity. We still owe a great debt
to the forestation projects under
taken by those early pioneers,
both as forerunners to Israel’s
worldrenowned (and much
soughtafter) techniques of com
bat desertification and for its con
tribution to the ethos of “making
the desert bloom.”

But from the point of view of
contemporary conservationism,
the mass introduction of insuffi
ciently diverse, nonlocal cultivars
is outdated. Moreover, over the
years, “green Zionism” has de
clined in prominence, giving way
to other causes and concerns.

There is no better time than Tu
BiShevat, the traditional New
Year of the Trees that begins on

the evening of January 30, to re
mind ourselves that safeguarding
Israel is as much an ecological
cause as a political one. It’s time
to restore ecoZionism to its right
ful place in the fabric of Jewish
life.

It begins with young American
Jews, who must begin thinking of
the fallow deer, the griffon vul
ture, and the Arabian oryx as part
of their patrimony just as they do
the Western Wall and Masada.
They must come to appreciate the
complex challenges facing Israel
in balancing environmental con
cerns with the needs of economic
and social development, all within
the constrained geographical lim
its of a tiny country. Finally, they
must engage in ecological ac
tivism, whether it is rescuing sea
turtles or reintroducing biblical
wildlife species or preserving the
fragile ecosystems of sand dune
ridges.

EcoZionism can help advance
other important social goals as
well. It can foster deeper relations
between Israeli experts and their
colleagues overseas by sharing
best practices and accumulated
knowledge and expertise. Envi

ronmental education of young Is
raeli children, especially those
from underprivileged back
grounds, can be a journey of em
powerment: Respect for and
dedication to Israel’s natural treas
ures can nurture a sense of respon
sibility and selfworth that make
the difference between delin
quency and civic virtue.

Similarly, joint JewishArab
youth activities in nature protec
tion and ecology can break down
barriers and foster coexistence –
not only between the participants
and the landscape that surrounds
them, but also among the different
communities that make up the tap
estry of modern Israel.

No less important, in an in
creasingly polarized and divisive
public sphere, where ideological
fissures threaten to rend asunder
longstanding bonds within and
among Jewish communities, a re
newed pledge to the survival of

the landscapes and habitats with
which the Jewish people have
been collectively entrusted has the
potential to create a sense of unity
where there might otherwise be
discord and strife.

To paraphrase the writer Ahad
Ha’Am, we may find that more
than we protect the environment,
the environment protects us.

Tu BiShevat can be so much
more meaningful than the ex
change of driedfruit baskets (typ
ically imported from Turkey or
Morocco). It can sound the rally
ing call for a renewed communion
between the Jewish people and the
land of Israel.

I believe this communion must
be an important part of the future
partnership between Jewish com
munities in America and in Israel,
and it is an honor for me to call
out to all those who would make
it so.Y

(Shaul Goldstein is the director
general of the Israel Nature and
Parks Authority.)
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JANUARY 25
2018

FRIDAY & SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 2 & 4

WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY 7

FEBRUARY 27
2018

SUNDAY
APRIL 22

THURSDAY
APRIL 26

israel @ 7

Join us as we mark 70 years of 
statehood by exploring Israel’s 
extraordinary people, culture, history, 
and politics.  Speakers, performers, 
artists, and celebrations will showcase
the complexity and diversity of 
contemporary Israel in a series of 
programs designed to entertain, 
educate, and inspire. 

We look forward to celebrating Israel’s 70th birthday with you!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

ISRAEL STORY: ANCIENT LAND, MODERN TALES
AN UNFORGETTABLE BLEND OF STORYTELLING, LIVE MUSIC 
AND DAZZLING VISUALS, PORTRAYING THE INTRICACIES 
‘OF ISRAELI SOCIETY AND SHOWCASING ITS RICH PLURALITY.
MODELED AFTER NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO’S “THIS AMERICAN LIFE”
7:00 PM | HALTON THEATER, CPCC CENTRAL CAMPUS

CJDS ISRAEL FAIR
EXPERIENCE THE HISTORY, CULTURE AND SITES OF ISRAEL
FRIDAY: 10:30 - 11:30 AM AND SUNDAY: 8:30 AM - 1:00 PM
SAM LERNER CENTER FOR CULTURAL ARTS

AIPAC AND FEDERATION EVENT 
FEATURING BRET STEPHENS
AMERICAN JOURNALIST, EDITOR AND POLITICAL COMMENTATOR
7:00 PM DESSERT RECEPTION | 7:30 PM PROGRAM
SAM LERNER CENTER FOR CULTURAL ARTS

HUMANS OF TEL AVIV PHOTO EXHIBIT
THE AMAZING SOCIAL FABRIC OF TEL AVIV IS UNRAVELED IN A
PHOTO COLLECTION BY FEATURED PHOTOGRAPHER 
EREZ KAGANOVITZ

ISRAEL INDEPENDENCE DAY FESTIVAL  
AN AFTERNOON OF FOOD, FUN AND GAMES 
IN HONOR OF YOM HA’ATZMAUT

ISRAEL ART GALA  
SAFFRAI ISRAELI ART SHOW & GALA
7:00 PM | TEMPLE ISRAEL

Tu BiShevat and the Case for EcoZionism

Jewish teens planting trees in a Tu BiShevat event organized by the Keren
Kayemet LeIsrael in Israel’s Ben Shemen forest, February 6, 2012. (Omer
Miron/Flash 90)

“Protection of 

the environment 

is an authentic 

and significant

Jewish value 

with deep roots in

our tradition.”

“ ... we may find

that more than 

we protect the 

environment, 

the environment

protects us.”
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Netter’s Banyan Tree
Just north of Holon, the

Mikveh Israel Agricultural
School sits like a peaceful green
oasis within the greater Tel Aviv
metropolitan area. The school
was established in 1870 and nur
tured the first generations of Is
raeli agriculturalists. Perhaps not
surprising, the school’s grounds
and extensive botanical garden
boast a plethora of impressive
trees.

But a visitor’s first stop should
be the magnificent banyan tree
located near the school’s syna
gogue. The tree was planted in
1888 by Charles Netter, the
school’s founder and first head
master. This fascinating tree is a
forest all to itself — thick aerial
roots have formed alternate
trunks in an everwidening circle
that today encompasses approxi
mately a quarter of an acre. Over
the years, cuttings were taken
from the tree — and so it is also
the parent of many other beautiful
banyan trees located throughout
the country.

So next time you visit Israel
and pass by a gnarled, ancient
tree, take a moment to reflect on
the story behind it. Maybe the
tree was planted by early Jewish
colonists working for the Turkish
authorities, or maybe it has out
lived centuriesold towns or vil
lages that once existed on the
spot. 

Or perhaps it served as a land
mark in an otherwise barren
countryside — one that’s now
crowded with buildings and auto
mobiles. Every tree has a story.
You just have to ask.Y

Five Israel Must
See Trees
(Continued from page 31)

the pomegranate — and for Tal as
well. For him, the ruddy fruit with
an unexpected interior represented
the “ability to see beyond” the
outer covering. The pomegranate
suggested to him a way to look
past the “bitter rind” of some peo
ple that we must “unpeel in order
to discover” the sweetness inside.

For Tal, the seven species are a
way to remind us that community
consists of many different kinds of
people, each with something to
give.

“There is no personal growth
without community, and there is
no community without every indi
vidual going through personal
growth,” he said.

Inspired by our conversation, I
considered each of the seven
species. I realized how, in addition
to being an earthy bond with Is
rael, they could foster an organic
connection to diaspora communi
ties — even in L.A., which is so
dispersed that it’s almost a dias
pora within a diaspora.

It’s with this seed of insight that
I hope to grow our Tu BiShevat
Seder and our grassroots commu
nity.Y

(Edmon J. Rodman is a JTA
columnist who writes on Jewish
life from Los Angeles. Contact him
at edmojace@gmail.com.)

Seeds of Growth
and Change
(Continued from page 32)

Ballantyne Jewish Center Menorah
Lightings for Chanukah 2017

Over 200 people came to light a 12 foot
chocolate menorah at Stonecrest (in the freez
ing cold!)

Rabbi Levin welcomes the
crowd in Waxhaw.

Giant Gelt Drop at Waxhaw

www.jfscharlotte.org


www.overtureprovidence.com
www.overturecotswold.com



