
Jews in Charlotte will usher in
the bright festival of Chanukah
with a grand Menorah lighting at
SouthPark mall on Tuesday, De
cember 12 at 5:30 PM.

The giant Menorah will be
placed at Circle Court inside the
mall. There will be holiday treats,
special children’s program along
with Chanukah games and music.

The Menorah will be
shaped in to a book case
with 8 stands plus the
Shamash. Participants
will bring new children's
books and toys to brighten
the lives of underprivi
leged children in the
Charlotte area. The books
and toys will be placed in
this unique Menorah be
fore the lighting.

A great car Menorah
parade will precede the
lighting ceremony and
will start at 5 PM from

Ohr HaTorah on Sardis Road
down Fairview Road. The parade
will feature music, a Friendship
Circle bus, unusual parade cars,
and lots of fun.

This Chanukah event is an
amazing opportunity for young
and old to display their Jewish
pride in a fun and exciting way.

To register for the parade (there
is a $50 fee to have a Menorah
outfitted on a car) and for more
info on this special holiday event
please visit our website at Chabad
center.org. Or call our office at
7043663984. Y

Only a few days remain until
The Main Event, the Federation’s
highest profile event of the sea
son…the event that kicks off our
community’s 2018 Annual Cam
paign. On Sunday, December 3,
please join us at Temple Israel,
7:30 PM, to hear Ambassador
Daniel Shapiro speak about the re
lationship between the United
States and Israel through his eyes. 

Drawing on his eight years as
Ambassador to Israel in the
Obama administration, and his
current vantage point from Israel
on the current administration, Am
bassador Shapiro reviews highs
and lows, busts some myths, and
gives a behindthescenes account
of IsraeliPalestinian talks, the
fight over the Iran deal, and the
many successes in U.S.Israel re
lations.  He analyzes prospects for
future bilateral cooperation, re
gional peace and security initia
tives, and some continued
dissonance between these two
close allies.

Main Event tickets are $36
each and are available online
at www.jewishcharlotte.org, by

phone at 7049446757, or at the
door on December 3. 

Goodness is not a single act.
It’s the sum of many parts. Which
is why Federation is always at
work, powering the Jewish com
munity in ways you might not
think of, in places you’d never
suspect. We’re there in times of
crisis, sowing the seeds of hope.
We’re there in quiet moments that
transform lives and strengthen our
legacy. Right now, thousands of
people need us in a multitude of
ways. This is your moment to
help. Join us at the Main Event,
and be the start of something pow
erful. You will also have the op
portunity to make your pledge to
the 2018 Annual Campaign.

For more information about the
Main Event, please contact the
Federation office at 7049446757
or info@jewishcharlotte.org. 

The mission of the Jewish Fed
eration of Greater Charlotte is to
raise and distribute funds to sup
port and enrich the lives of Jews
locally, nationally, in Israel and
worldwide. Through education,
planning and community building,

the Federation’s mission ensures
that Jewish values, goals, tradi
tions and connections are pre

served for current and future gen
erations. Y

www.jewishcharlotte.org
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Be the Start of Something Powerful
At the 2018 Main Event with Ambassador Daniel Shapiro

Giant Menorah Lighting at SouthPark to Begin with Colorful Car
Menorah Parade

For a 
complete 
listing of

community
Hanukkah

events, 
see page 18

Attaching the menorah to the top of a car.

The parade of menorahs heads to SouthPark Mall.
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www.chabadcenter.org
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SHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTING

FOR DECEMBER 2017

Friday, December 1, 4:53 PM

Friday, December 8, 4:53 PM

Friday, December 22, 4:58 PM

Friday, December 29, 5:02 PM

Our Jewish ancestors have a
long and rich history in the South
ern United States. Dating back as
early as the mid 1700s, the South
had two established synagogues.
Since the inception of the United
States as independent nation, the
Southern Jewish community had a
different American experience
than the Northern Jewish commu
nity, which contributed to varying
attitudes towards the Civil Rights
Movement.    

The differences between North
ern and Southern Jews during the
tumultuous 1960s are vividly por
trayed in the novel Home in the
Morning, the book selection of the
CJE’s premier One Book, One
Jewish Community. Author, Mary
Glickman, will share her story
with our community on Thursday,
December 7 at 7 PM in the Sam
Lerner Center for Cultural Arts in
Shalom Park. 

Mary Glickman is the author of
three books: Home in the Morn
ing, which has been optioned for
film; One More River, a 2011 Na
tional Jewish Book Award Finalist
and 2012 WLCJ Oprah Selection;
and her most recent, Marching to
Zion, published in 2013. Her
books, set in the South throughout
the 20th century, explore the inter
section of the Southern Jewish
Experience, the Civil Rights
Movement, and the confluence of
Jewish and African American

cultures.
We encourage our entire com

munity to read Glickman’s book
and then join the CJE on Decem
ber 7 for an enlightening discus
sion. This event is free and open
to all, however, RSVP is re
quested. For more information or
to RSVP visit www.jewishchar
lotte.org/cje. Y

SAVE THE DATE: 
Shalom Baby “Shower”

Sunday, January 7, 10–11:30 AM
LevineSklut Judaic Library

Swaddle up your little one and drop in at our community 

“Baby Shower.” If your family welcomed a baby in the past

year, we have a gift for you. Enjoy refreshments, collect swag

bags, and meet other families and their babies.

One Book, One Jewish Community:
Exploring Jewish History in the
South through Fiction 
Featuring Author Mary Glickman, Thursday, 
December 7, 7 PM 

Sunday, January 28

Book and Author Event
with Alexandra Silber

author of After Anatevka,
the sequel to 

Fiddler on the Roof

Todah Rabah to Our

Most Recent Donors

The Charlotte Jewish News thanks our most recent
donors for their generosity in helping us fulfill our
mission to continue publishing the latest information
about our community. Visit charlottejewishnews.org
to see our most updated information.

Grand Patron

Alan and Rosalie 

Blumenthal

Richard and Paula Klein

Rolfe Neill

Patron

Linda Isser

Janet Levy

Robert and Lisa Pharr

Linda and Morris Spil

Nancy Tarbis

Friend

Judith Coates

Frada Mozenter

Bennett Zipman

Subscriber

David and Janice Cantor

Ruth and Alan Goldberg

Linda Keitel

Audrey Madans

Ruth Melnicoff

Sharon Taubman

Save the Date

www.charlottejewishnews.org
www.jewishcharlotte.org/cje
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The KEYS to a successful 
real estate transaction...

Buying...Selling...Relocating...

Ann and Andrew
are your KEYS  

to the local
Jewish Community.

Ann Langman
704-502-4328 
ann.langman@allentate.com

Andrew Rosen
704-604-4756
andrew.r    osen@allentate.com

Experience and Commitment!

Serving the Charlotte  
community for over  
30 years.
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kgreenspon@windinsgroup.com

Greenspon & Associates is proud to 
announce its merger with Windermere 
Insurance Group. Since 1974, we’ve 
assisted clients with their group benefits, 
life & long term care insurance, annuities, 
business continuation planning,  
executive benefits, and 401(k) plans.

Our merger with Windermere enhances 
our ability to deliver an extraordinary 
level of service and expertise while also 
expanding our offerings to include  
property and casualty insurance.

Keith Greenspon
Advisor

A new home for the trusted service you 
expect from Greenspon & Associates 
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Josh Rubin’s Plumbing, LLC
LICENSED  BONDED  INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Layouts for slabs  Roughin and Finish
Water Heater Repairs and Replacement

Kitchen/Bath Remodeling
Toilets, Tubs, Faucets, Sink, and Disposal 

Repairs/Replacement
~ 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE ~

NC State Lic. #29197           SC State Lic. #M110508

7045174918

Sue’s Book Shelf
By Sue Littauer

I had the pleasure of meeting
two of the authors whose books I
am recommending this month:
Julia Dahl and Ronald Balson.
Their trips to Charlotte were co
sponsored by Tracy Brown,
through her membership in the
Jewish Book Council, and by the
Jewish Federation of Greater
Charlotte. 

Julia Dahl spoke to a small
group of women in an intimate
setting at Tracy’s house. At the
time, her first book Invisible City
had just been published. Like Re
bekah Roberts the central charac
ter in her books, Julia Dahl, who
lives in Brooklyn with her hus
band, describes herself by saying:
“I was born and raised in Fresno,
CA. I stumbled onto the staff of
my high school newspaper in
1994 and have been chasing sto
ries ever since.” As an investiga
tive reporter for a New York
newspaper, Julia’s character Re
bekah Roberts chases stories and
stumbles upon attentiongrabbing
mysteries to unravel.

The second author I had the
pleasure of meeting was Ronald
Balsom, a Chicago trial attorney,
an educator, and writer. His love
of history and his international
travels to the Middle East and to
Poland served as the stimuli for
When We Were Brothers, Saving
Sophie, and Karolina’s Twins.
Ron’s stories of how he published
his first book and anecdotes about
the real people who inspired his
books made for a very entertain
ing visit to Charlotte.

So, here are my recommenda
tions of the books I’ve read this
month that can all be found in the
Center for Jewish Education:

Conviction, Julia Dahl
New York City 1992: a year

after riots exploded between black
and Jewish neighbors in Brook
lyn, a black family is brutally
murdered in their Crown Heights
home. A teenager is quickly con
victed, and the justice system
moves on.

Twentytwo years later, jour
nalist Rebekah Roberts gets a let
ter: I didn’t do it. Frustrated with
her work at the city’s sleaziest
tabloid, Rebekah starts to dig. But
witnesses are missing, memories

faded, and almost no one wants to
talk about that grim, violent time
in New York City, not even Saul
Katz, a former NYPD cop and her
source in Brooklyn’s insular Ha
sidic community.

So she goes it alone. And as she
gets closer to the truth of that
night, Rebekah finds herself in the
path of a killer with two decades
of secrets to protect.

From the author of the Edgar
nominated Invisible City comes
another timely thriller that illumi
nates society’s darkest corners.
Told in part through the eyes of a
jittery eyewitness and the mas
sacre’s sole survivor, Julia Dahl’s
Conviction examines the power
and cost of community, loyalty,
and denial. (Amazon)

I read Conviction in one day –
I clearly could not put it down.
Conviction is the third Rebekah
Roberts mystery – although the
story stands alone, many of the
characters from her two previous
books (Invisible City and Run You
Down) are present. To fully un
derstand the relationships, my rec
ommendation would be to read all
three in order.

The Trust, Ronald H. Balson
The newest novel from Ronald

H. Balson, the international best
selling author of Once We Were
Brothers, finds private investiga
tor Liam Taggart in Northern Ire
land for an uncle’s funeral, only to
discover his death might not have
been natural.

When his uncle dies, Liam
Taggart reluctantly returns to his
childhood home in Northern Ire
land for the funeral, a home he left
years ago after a bitter confronta
tion with his family, never to look
back. But when he arrives, Liam
learns that not only was his uncle
shot to death, but that he’d antici
pated his own murder. In an aston
ishing last will and testament,
Uncle Fergus has left his entire es
tate to a secret trust, directing that
no distributions be made to any
person until the killer is found. As
his investigation draws Liam far
ther and farther into the past he
has abandoned, he realizes he is
forced to reopen doors long ago
shut and locked. Now, accepting
the appointment as sole trustee of
the Fergus Taggart Trust, Liam re

alizes he has stepped into the cen
ter of a firestorm. (Amazon)

I heartily recommend each of
Ron Balson’s previous books 
Once We Were Brothers, Saving
Sophie, and Karolina’s Twins.
And reconnecting with Balson’s
central characters Liam Taggart
and his attorney wife Catherine
Lockhart in The Trust is like vis
iting with old friends in this well
written, fastpaced novel. 

From Sand and Ash, Amy Har
mon

Italy, 1943 — Germany occu
pies much of the country, placing
the Jewish population in grave
danger during World War II.

As children, Eva Rosselli and
Angelo Bianco were raised like
family but divided by circum
stance and religion. As the years
go by, the two find themselves
falling in love. But the church
calls to Angelo and, despite his
deep feelings for Eva, he chooses
the priesthood.

Now, more than a decade later,
Angelo is a Catholic priest and
Eva is a woman with nowhere to
turn. With the Gestapo closing in,
Angelo hides Eva within the walls
of a convent, where Eva discovers
she is just one of many Jews being
sheltered by the Catholic Church.

But Eva can’t quietly hide,
waiting for deliverance, while An
gelo risks everything to keep her
safe. With the world at war and so
many in need, Angelo and Eva
face trial after trial, choice after
agonizing choice, until fate and
fortune finally collide, leaving
them with the most difficult deci
sion of all. (Amazon)

From Sand and Ash is beauti
fully written historical fiction that
puts the reader in the center of life
in war torn Italy during the 1940s.
Eva and Angelo’s passionate love
story is the backdrop by which the
reader learns of the courageous
acts of kindness exhibited by
many Jews and nonJews alike as
they sought to provide safety for
their fellow man. From Sand and
Ash is a story that will live within
you for years to come. Y

Sue Littauer is CJE’s Book
Club Coordinator

What’s next on my list? 
* Young Jane Young by Gabrielle Zevin, author of The Storied
Life of A.J. Fikry
* Strand of A Thousand Pearls by Dorit Rabinyan
* The TwoStoried House by Lynda Cohen Loigman
Stay tuned for reviews.

CJE Book Club News:
We meet in the Center for Jewish Education the third Wednesday
of each month from 10:30 AM–12 noon. Everyone is welcome.

* Wednesday, December 20: No Room for Small Dreams:
Courage, Imagination and the Making of Israel by Shimon Peres

For more information, contact 
sueb.littauer@jewishcharlotte.org. -Sue
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Have a Happy Chanukah. And share what it means to you. 
#ChanukahPublix



By Dedee Goldsmith, Director,
Jewish Preschool on Sardis

I’m not one to brag. I don’t like
to draw attention to myself. But to
the school I have the privilege of
working for? Now that is a differ
ent story. Recently, the Jewish
Preschool on Sardis inquired the
big “WHY” question of current
families and alumni. Why did you
choose JPS? I could not resist
sharing some of the heartwarm
ing, enlightening, and purposeful
reasons that our families shared

with us, their why. Thank you to
our families who gushed about
what we know to be the best kept
secret in Charlotte.

JPS infant family: “…it was
much easier to go back to work
knowing that she was in such
good hands. Nothing puts a bigger
smile on my fact than seeing her
playing with challah dough or
wearing a kippah for Shabbat.”

JPS parent of a 1 year old: “…
what stands out to me most is the
sense of community, love, and
family you feel from the moment
you walk through the door. Every
teacher knows my daughter and
knows who I am.”

JPS parent of a 1 year old: “We
know that even though he is not
with us during the work day, he is
having engaging and valuable ex
periences.”

JPS parent of a 2 year old: “To
me, JPS means a heimish commu
nity. Some of us are very different
flavors of Judaism, but we all
value each other and the sweet re
lationships our kids have to each
other.”

JPS parent of 1 and 3 year olds:

“JPS is fostering a community,
not just a school. JPS for us epit
omizes a school that is looking to
bring people together, while also
helping to provide a solid learning
foundation for our children. We
are so honored to be a part of the
school community.”

JPS parent of twin 4 year olds:
“I am a single mother, living far
from my family. Dedee and the
teachers have literally helped me
raise my twins; JPS is my village.
The director, teachers, and the of

fice managers go above and be
yond to take a sincere interest in
every child enrolled, recognizing
their special gifts with pure ac
ceptance.”

JPS Alumni: “JPS instilled a
sense of empathy, kindness, and
leadership in our kids that we wit
ness every day. JPS solidified our
connection to Charlotte and our
children’s love of Judaism.”

JPS Alumni: “JPS was one of
the best decisions we made when
moving to Charlotte over three
years ago. The warmth and qual
ity of the school and its programs
were apparent to us from the be
ginning. Our boys have fond
memories, lasting friendships, and
are active in the Jewish commu
nity.  We feel so fortunate to have
been a part of such a wonderful
school.”

JPS Teachers are also feeling
the love; here are a couple
thoughts from the staff.

“The best part of our job is to
witness the growth and confi
dence at graduation of these stu
dents as they complete their
preschool journey.  JPS gives us

the resources we need
to do our jobs to the
fullest. We love JPS.”

“JPS exudes a
level of love and
unity that is felt the
moment you enter,
causing it to immedi
ately stand out among
other preschools. The
celebration of each
individual child is
first and foremost,
and you witness the
interactions among
the staff with children
and their families.
JPS shares the same
qualities of a loving
and giving family,

which is why I consider it my
pleasure and privilege to be a part
of this school/family community.
It’s my home away from home.”

Enrollment for the 20182019
school year begins January 8,
2018 for current JPS families and
January 15 for the community at
large. Please contact us at 704
3648395 to schedule your tour or
for more information about JPS
programs. Y
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Why Hire a Salesman When You 
Can Hire a Sales Mensch?

w Free Market Analysis

w Free MEGA Open
House

w Fire Me Guarantee

Sell Tomorrow.Call Today. 

ANDY GRIESINGER 4432998946
www.SalesMensch.com

Call Today. Sell Tomorrow.

School
Why Choose the Jewish Preschool on
Sardis?

Doing a science experiment.

Brandon lights the menorah.

704.556.8322
Park Road

704.542.4242
Blakeney Village

704.541.0943
Arboretum

704.892.9020
Lake Norman

GIVE THE GIFT 
OF TRAVEL
Call  to learn how your holiday gift can 

turn into priceless memories!
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THE GIFFT
TRAVVELAAV

T
LOF T

CaCall toto leaearnrn ho
tuturnn intntoto pr

TRAVVVELRAAAVAV
owow yoyour holiiddayay gififtft caca
rricceceleessss meeemorrieiesess!

L
an 

www.malakjewelers.com
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JEFFERY A. DITESHEIM, MD, FACS
BOARD CERTIFIED PLASTIC SURGEON

Dr. Ditesheim is board certified by the American 
Board of Plastic Surgery, the only board recognized 
by the American Board of Medical Specialties. To 
become board certified, a physician must complete 
a minimum of 5 years of surgical residency training, 
including at least 2 years of training specifically in 
plastic surgery, as well as pass rigorous written and 
oral examinations.

In addition, Dr. Ditesheim is a Fellow of the American College of Surgeons, an 
honor reserved for surgeons who have demonstrated highest professional standards 
for competency, ethical conduct, and training.

Dr. Ditesheim’s ultimate goal is to make you happy, giving you the beautiful results 
you want by using the latest in plastic surgery techniques and technology. He 
believes this goal fundamentally starts with a strong patient-doctor relationship.

9336 Blakeney Center Drive, Suite 130
Charlotte, NC 28277

EMPOWERMD.COM 
704 -542 -8686

SPECIALIZES IN

LIPOSUCTION

TUMMY TUCK

MOMMY MAKEOVER

BREAST AUGMENTATION

BREAST LIFT

BREAST IMPLANT REVISION

BREAST REDUCTION

GYNECOMASTIA

RHINOPLASTY

FACELIFT

FAT GRAFTING

EYELID LIFT

NECK CONTOURING

BOTOX

Dr. Ditesheim really listened. He wanted to 
know what I wanted, rather than trying to 
convince me what my ideal body should 
look like.”
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By Carolyn Stone
I have three sons, and I moved

to Charlotte three years ago. I
went through the Kindergarten
search process when my middle
son, Avi, was at CJP a couple
years back. The most important
criteria for me was finding a
school with stellar academics to
keep Avi challenged. I was look
ing at Independent schools and
gifted magnet programs. A friend
of mine urged me to look at CJDS.

I vividly remember sitting
down with Mariashi Groner and
Mandy Difillipo, Director and As
sistant Director at CJDS, for the
first time. I think my jaw fell to
the floor as they explained to me
that through a combination of
constant pretests and assess
ments, CJDS students are contin
uously challenged at their own
level, with customized math,
spelling, and reading curriculum.
And that this customization ex
tends into their second language
studies, where students develop an
extremely strong command of the
written and spoken Hebrew. Mari
ashi casually mentioned to me that
they have a spreadsheet that they
are always updating to track
where every single student is aca
demically so that she, Mandy, and
grade level teachers can work to
gether every month to create
learning plans to challenge and
support every single student to
reach their maximum potential.

That spreadsheet put me over the
edge. Shortly after our meeting,
Avi was enrolled in kindergarten
at CJDS and my oldest son, who
was at that time finishing 3rd
grade at PDS, was enrolled for 4th
grade at CJDS. Two years later I
couldn’t be happier with my deci
sion, and I cannot wait for my
youngest son to start here soon.

Year after year, CJDS students
outperform Independent school
students in nearly every section of
the CTP IV and ERB, a standard
ized national test given to 3rd5th
graders. Unlike other Independ
ents, CJDS doesn’t use the cogni
tive or achievement exams to
determine if a child will be admit
ted. They only use these assess
ments to guide them on the
journey of educating the child. So
how can this be? How can the
scores be so high? While we could
potentially attribute this feat to a
great gene pool, I think it is clear
that CJDS’ investment in its teach
ers and faculty, and the endless at
tention to the individual student,
results in exceptional academic
success. 

My husband and I place a great
amount of importance on diversity
and realworld experience. When
we moved to Brazil nearly six
years ago, we sent our oldest son
to a Brazilian school, taught fully
in Portuguese, over the American
and British private options. It was
a fantastic experience. I love the

fact that CJDS uses Project Based
Learning which involves hands
on problem solving, integrating
art, technology, science, and so
cial studies; I love that I can walk
the halls of CJDS and interact
with kids who fluently speak He
brew, Russian, Spanish, and Por
tuguese and come from culturally
diverse families; I love that 10 to
20% of our families are interfaith
and that we are socioeconomically
diverse. CJDS teaches its students
about what we all have in com
mon while celebrating what
makes us different. I encourage
you to come meet our students
and spend time with them. Every
time I am in a classroom or at a
lunch table, I am blown away by
their confidence, kindness, and re
spect for one another. Good luck
with your journeys and please feel
free to reach out to me with any
questions.

By Rose David
Choosing the right school for

our children is such an important
decision in many families' lives.
For those of us who are lucky
enough to have school choices, we
put so much weight into finding
“the right” school for our kids.
Some people say it's all up to the
parents, or the child’s ability, or
the afterschool programs you
choose for them. I want to tell you
that while those are certainly a
huge part, the actual school they

attend for seven or eight hours
daily makes an enormous differ
ence. 

My daughter Sarah is in first
grade  her first year at CJDS.
Having come from an incredible
program at The Jewish Preschool
on Sardis, we were aware of the
beautiful outcome of an integrated
Judaic and academic program.
However, we had made sure to
purchase a home in an area zoned
for one of the highestranked pub
lic schools, and we were commit
ted to trying it out and just
supplementing whatever (if any
thing) was lacking. We also
wanted diversity, a touch of the
“real world,” etc. She started
kindergarten and did well. She is
sensitive, a rulefollower, an avid
reader, and a little shy. Her teacher
always commented on what an
asset she was to the class and what
a great example to her peers (I
suspect because she sat quietly
and did her work, always worried
about having consequences in the
classroom discipline chart). She
was happy enough and trudged
along. She was a little bored but
made friends and did her job.
After many emails and requests
on our part, she finally got her
reading level assessed during the
month of November, at which
time they decided she needed to
go to the Extra Challenge class for
Reading and Math starting in De
cember. She took a big yellow

school bus every day and ate
lunch at in a bustling cafeteria. It
was normal. It was fine. But we
knew we wanted more for her and
her little brothers.

When I ran into Gale, the De
velopment Director for CJDS, and
told her how we were feeling, she
reached out and told us about the
new confidential affordability pro
gram at CJDS and about the excit
ing new Vitner scholarship. We
decided to apply. We found that
while it is a definite financial in
vestment, there is nowhere we
would rather put our money. Due
to our involvement and volun
teerism in the Charlotte Jewish
community, we were given this
generous award and we were able
to make the switch without any
hesitation. CJDS has a new af
fordability program for middlein
come families, so I urge you to
talk to Gale if that’s a concern that
could prevent you from applying.

Before school even began, my
husband Daniel and I met with
Mariashi Groner and Mandy Di
Filippo (the Director and Assistant
Director) to go over Sarah’s test

Two Families Explain Why You Should Check Out the Charlotte 
Jewish Day School

(Continued on page 14)

www.empowermd.com


Mental illness is so common
that a recent study claims that it’s
a life that has not been impacted
by mental illness that is the real
anomaly. According to a study of
individuals ages 11–38, only 17%
indicated no history of a mental
health illness with 41% having
had a mental health illness that
has lasted for many years. And yet
people who are impacted by men
tal health issues often feel like
they are different from everyone
else. 

According to the World Health
Organization, depression, not can
cer or chronic pain, has been the
leading cause of disability world
wide for many years. Even more
concerning is that rates of depres
sion are not going down. From
20052015, the rate of depression
actually increased by 18%. Why
is that? If so many people are suf
fering and there are so many re
sources available why is that
number not coming down? Could
it be the shame and stigma sur
rounding having a mental health
diagnosis? If so, the question be
comes: How do we change the
way society thinks and responds
to the issue of mental health? 

Knowing that kids and teens,
moms and dads, really “normal”
people, are suffering, was unac
ceptable, so the leadership of the
Charlotte Jewish community got
together and decided they needed
to do something about it. “Every
day at JFS we see people strug
gling with mental health issues.
However, too many people live
with the belief that it is a weak
ness to seek out help for emo
tional problems. Society has
created this misconception that
we should be able to manage our
emotions by ourselves. We need
to change that perception. Most
mental health issues, like depres
sion, have a physiological cause
and need to be treated just like
high blood pressure or diabetes.”

Encouraging conversation sur
rounding mental health and the
impact it has on our daily lives is
the first step in removing the
shame and stigma often felt by
those who experience a chronic
emotional situation or a mental
health crisis. Opening dialogue
and arming parents and teens, pro
fessionals and nonprofessionals
with information is one of the
goals of a new Mental Health Ini
tiative embraced by the leadership
of the Charlotte Jewish commu
nity. This yearlong learning cam
paign, that kicks off this month
and really ramps up in early 2018
is aimed at not only raising aware
ness about mental health and
emotional wellbeing, but it also
provides real life tools so friends,
neighbors and coworkers can
guide someone to the resources
available in our community.   

Community forums, movie
nights, events designed to encour
age teens to open up and discuss
what has generally been a taboo
subject are slated for this cam
paign. Small group conversations

offered in a comfortable, safe
space, workshops giving parents
the skills to be able to identify the
warning signs of suicide along
with many other trainings for the
community as well as those work
ing at Shalom Park are all a part
of the plan. “It is our hope and
goal to get people talking, to get
people engaged and once they are
engaged, empathetic and compas
sionate to ensure those that need
assistance seek help.”

The message is that it is ok to
talk about depression, anxiety,
stress, or mood disorder. Mental
health matters just as much as
physical health and perhaps a
greater understanding will lead to
a healthier community. 

With the support of the Jewish
community leadership, JFS is col
laborating with agencies such as

the Mental Health Association to
bring a diversity of events to this
Mental Health Initiative to raise
awareness and empower each
other to strengthen the emotional
wellbeing of our community.

Be on the lookout for sched
uled trainings and events sur
rounding this Campaign. For
more information about Mental
Health and/or this Initiative check
out the Mental Health Initiative
page at www.jfscharlotte.org or
call JFS at 7043646594 if you or
someone you know is in need of
services. Y
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Since opening in July 2015, Levine Hearing has experienced a
warm welcome from South Charlotte. Across the street from the
Arboretum Shopping Center, Levine Hearing is owned and operated
by Madison Levine, a second generation Hearing Instrument
Specialist. Her mother started her clinic nearly 30 years ago in
Macon, Georgia, and Madison has modeled her own practice after
her mother’s, as an independent operation, with the focus on patient
care first.

Being independent means that Levine Hearing is not owned by
any hearing aid manufacturer, allowing Madison to choose the best
treatment plan and hearing devices to fit each patient's individual
needs and budget. She has accounts with all major manufacturers,
including Starkey, Resound, Phonak, Widex, Oticon, Unitron,
Rexton, Siemens and others. This makes it very simple for patients
to transition their care to her practice if they are moving to Charlotte
from out of town or if they are just looking to switch providers
locally. With the newest technology available, any of these brands
can be sold through Levine Hearing, but Madison makes selections
based on her patient's needs and budget.

Madison says that her goal is to be the most trusted hearing care
practice in Charlotte and she believes that starts with straightfor
ward advertising. Madison says, “I am building my practice on
happy patients, not on advertising gimmicks or flashy spending.”
Those savings are then passed on to her patients, who in turn refer
others to the practice. Patients are referring their friends because
the price, service and outcome have all resulted in that trust that
Levine Hearing is working so hard for. She goes on to say, “People
tell me all the time that they know someone who isn't happy with
their hearing aids and I just say...well, send them to me, because my
patients are happy!”

Levine Hearing’s online reviews (they are 5 stars across all sites
 just google “Levine Hearing”) reflect that Madison takes the time
to educate the patient on their test results and also on the whole
range of treatment options. She says that it is essential to get that
transparent advice so that a patient doesn’t choose the budget
option, only to realize it was a waste, or viceversa, to overpay when
a more affordable solution was within reach. Levine Hearing keeps
the focus on good customer service, excellent clinical care, and
reasonable pricing, to ensure that they will be around to serve
Charlotte for a very long time!

What Makes Levine Hearing Different?
By Madison Levine

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

704.540.3081
3121 Springbank Lane, #G
Charlotte, NC 28226 Maggie Page, Hearing 

Instrument Specialist

Madison Levine, Board Certified 
Hearing Instrument Specialist

 FREE HEARING EXAM
 WE REPAIR ALL BRANDS

Hear for the Holidays!
Free hearing evaluation or free cleaning of your current hearing aids

Use your HSA or insurance benefit before the end of the year and remember 
hearing aids are tax deductible as a medical expense.

Jewish Family Services

Mental Illness is “Normal” – Yes, You
Read That Right

www.jfscharlotte.org


HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
Evelyn and Isaac to Ivy

Berman from Tair and Chris Giu
dice

Richard Bressler from Mark
and Harriet Perlin

Ruby Bryant from Lynn and
Myron Slutsky 

Moris Spil from Melvin and
Caren Frank

Becca Stern from Jason and
Karen Spiegler

Sandra Weinstein from Stuart
and Carolyn Hennes

IN MEMORY OF
Your Aunt Alice to Fred Buc

from Lynn and Myron Slutsky
Rosalynn Schiff to Susan Force

and family from Steven and Susan
Meyer

Your mother Harriet to Barbara

Halperin from Lynn and Myron
Slutsky

Celia Mandel to Mark Mandel
and Michael Mandel from Audry
Borgenicht, Harry and Ruby
Bryant, Doris Cohen, Debbie and
Michael S. Berman, Stuart and
Jodi Cohen, Elaine and Randy
Cuthbertson, Lynn and Myron
Slutsky, Melinda Whitman, Mr.
and Mrs. Fritz Goulding, Wesley
Henry, Rosalie and Thomas
Kingsley, Susan Lent, Jack and
Alison Levinson, Ellen Priest,
Paul and Patrica Sykes

Your mother Bernice to Sherry
H. Mandel from Lynn and Myron
Slutsky

Maxine Silverstein to Gary Sil
verstein from Ellen and Shel
Goldstein, Lynn and Myron Slut
sky, Barnet and Harriet Weinstock

Stephanie Warshauer to Philip
and Beth Warshauer from
Jonathan and Jennifer Collman,
Paul and Lynn Edelstein, Maggie
Fogel, Eric and Susan Lerner,
Gary and Donna Lerner, Matthew
Luftglass and Meg Goldstein,
Steven and Susan Meyer, Gary
Silverstein

MAZEL TOV ON
The birth of your grandson to

Andrew and Tamara Cohen from
Allan and Marcelle Oxman

The birth of your grandson to
Alan and Pearl Mann from Paul
and Lynn Edelstein, Allan and
Marcelle Oxman

The birth of your grandson to
Berta Straz from Allan and Mar
celle Oxman

The birth of your greatgrand

son to Simon and Mary Wo
jnowich from Paul and Lynn Edel
stein, Allan and Marcelle Oxman

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO
Philip and Barbara Guller

from Linda Ashendorf

IN APPRECIATION OF
Mezuzah Men to Barry Kle

mons and Marc Titlebaum from
Adina Barkinskiy

Your friendship to Margie Sigal
from Adina Barkinskiy

IN HONOR OF
Baby Jack to Becca and Jeffrey

Stern from Austin and Marissa
Karp Y
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Like us on Facebook: Charlotte Jewish News

Donations to Jewish Family Services in October 2017

Volunteers: Rick Abrams,
Chaim Burke, Suzy Catenazzo,
Dan Coblenz, Jennifer Collman,
Andrea Cronson, Shannon Crys
tal, Sheryl Effern, Rob Friedman,
Maggie Fogel, Mel Frank,  Neil
Golub, Jennifer Golynsky, Gail
Halverson, Bob Jacobson, Brooks
Jaffa, Eric Lerner, Gary Lerner,
Matt Luftglass, Frada Mozenter,
Allan Oxman, Vlad Plotkin, Bar
bara Rein, Dana Rubin, Janice
Shubin Cindy Siesel, Louis
Sinkoe, Harry Sparks, Jeff and
Stacy Strauch, Sara Stinemetz,
Liz Wahls, Amalia Warshenbrot,
Mike Weinberg, Jan Weiner, Mary
Wennen, Dori Whitman, Nancy
Wielunski

Food Pantry Donations:
Charlotte Jewish Day School,
Charlotte Jewish Preschool, JCC
Youth Soccer, Jewish Preschool
on Sardis, Temple Beth El and
Temple Israel High Holiday Food
Drives, Shalom Park Community
Gardens

Hadassah Cooks: Phyllis
Berlin, Nadine Bernstein, Cathy
Bogus, Ilene Cantor, Sharon Ca
vanaugh, Gladys Cherny, Sara
Friedman, Sharon Goretsky, June
Hirschman, Sandy Hoagland,
Fran Kaplan, Judy Kaufman,
Penny Krieger, Shelley Leibman,
Andy McCleary, Phyllis Romaine,
Lenore Rubin, Fran Schuler, Roz
Snyder, Joyce Stoll

Special Recognition: Moishe
House Staff for sorting pantry do
nations Y

JFS
Monthly
Volunteers
and Donors
for October
2017

“The 
commandment to
be charitable is in

its weight as 
much as all the

rest of the 
commandments 

in total … 
Those who give
charity in secret
are greater than

Moses.” 
–Talmud: Bava Batra 9b

www.facebook.com/CharlotteJewishNews
www.charlotteprep.org


It is our role at the Foundation
for the Charlotte Jewish Commu
nity (FCJC) to collaborate with
you and your professional advi
sors to assist with your planning.
Our goal is to help you accom
plish your goals. If you’re happy,
we’re happy.

As we enter the month of De
cember with 2018 lurking around
the corner, many of us find this a
good time for planning and often
meet with our professional advi
sors. These meetings may involve
a review of our investments or
allow us to finalize our tax plan
ning. It’s also a time when many
of us review our charitable plans
for the year understanding that it’s
the last chance to make tax de
ductible gifts before the December
31 deadline. 

There are many options avail
able to you and perhaps even more
than you are aware.  FCJC can be
of assistance by: 

* Providing access to our phil
anthropic expertise; 

* Offering a variety of vehicles;
and 

* Collaborating with our Foun
dation For The Carolinas col
leagues.

“Opening our donor advised
funds at FCJC was the first step in

bringing clarity to our charitable
planning,” says Barbara and
David Goodman. “The ability to
give appreciated investments and
the ease in making charitable gifts
from a donor advised fund drove
this decision.”

Each of us has a unique set of
goals and motivations. For this
reason, we assist individuals and
families in developing plans that
are customized for them.  

“My donor advised fund suits
my needs in many ways,” says
Laura Milgrim. “It allows me to
consolidate my charitable giving
and, at the same time, provides an
opportunity to invest assets for
growth. It’s very flexible for my
current use, and it will provide my
children with resources to support
their favorite charities in the fu
ture.”

As the calendar begins to turn,
please take the time to give us a
call to assist you.  

To learn more about FCJC and
set up a time for us to visit with
you please contact Phil Warshauer
(7049734544 or pwarshauer@
charlottejewishfoundation.org) or
Nancy Kipnis (7049734554 or
nkipnis@charlottejewishfounda
tion.org). Y
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ENHANCED IMAGES COSMETC SURGERY CENTER

REVEAL
a more beautiful

YOU
A wide array of nonsurgical 

and surgical procedures whether
it’s your face, skin, body, or

breasts. 

We Provide Plastic Surgeons
Certified By The American
Board Of Plastic Surgery 

SMART LIPO
Buy One Area 
Get One Area 

FREE

10352 Park Rd, Charlotte

7042959099

Did you know we sell Life Insurance, too?  
Along with our tradition of excellence in Personal and Commercial

Insurance, we also offer a full line of  Life Insurance products to

meet your individual or business needs. 

Swimmer Insurance has been protecting our community with quality and affordable
insurance for families and businesses since 1953

www.swimmerinsurance.com

7043336694

725 Providence Road, Charlotte, NC  28207

Brian Meltsner, David Swimmer, and Craig Katzman

Call us to talk about it

Community News
FCJC Offers a Helping Hand with 
YearEnd Planning

“To give away money is an easy matter and in anyone’s power, but to decide to whom
to give it, when to give, and to give for the right motive and in the right way, is neither

in everyone’s power nor an easy matter. Hence, it is that such excellence is rare,
praiseworthy, and noble.”  Aristotle

“Most people worry about their own financial
needs and their neighbor’s soul. 

Better they should worry about their neighbor’s 
financial needs and their own souls.” 

–Rabbi Israel Lipkin Salanter

Nancy Kipnis Phil Warshauer

www.swimmerinsurance.com


The 31st Annual Meeting of the
Sandra & Leon Levine Jewish
Community was held October 17.
The evening began with a beauti
ful cocktail celebration honoring
Capital Campaign Donors and
Distinctive Members. Elise
Kosofsky, event chair, welcomed
everyone.  

Peter Blair gave an inspiring
D’Var Torah to over 130 guests
and staff members, reminding
them of all the things that bring
our community, our kehillah, to
gether, especially during the chal
lenging times our JCC has faced
over the past year.  

The Outgoing Board Directors,

Julia Greenfield, Scott Gorelick,
Don Herbstman, and Robert
Valenstein, were honored for their
service to the LJCC.  

Elise thanked Nominating
Committee members Judy Au
gust, Jennifer Collman, Julia
Greenfield, Don Herbstman, Julie
Levine, and Robert Valenstein for

their success in selecting a strong
slate of candidates. 

The slate of Officers and Direc
tors were presented to and unani
mously approved by the general
membership; Officers Jeff Turk
(President), George Cronson
(Treasurer), Rick Abrams (VP),
Raizel Kahn (VP), Elise Kosofsky
(VP), Gabe Mathless (VP), and
Jon Simon (Past President) and
Directors Lauren Althofer, Brian
Bernhardt, Ellen Goldberg*,
Todd Gorelick, Jon Kulbersh, Lisa

Strause Levinson*, Staci Mond,
Michelle Perlmutter, Ed Pizer*,
Steven Rogelberg, Andrew Rosen,
Rebecca Stern, David Van Glish,
Chip Wallach, and Evan Weiss
(*New Directors).

Jon Simon, outgoing President,
thanked his family, Board, LJCC
Staff, and CEO for their support
and welcomed the “changing of
the guard.”  He noted his twoyear
goal to position our agency to
carry on the values that guided
past leaders of our community 

community mindedness, integrity,
accountability, innovation, and
sustainability.                                                  

Jon celebrated the accomplish
ments of the LJCC Board of Di
rectors during his term as they

transitioned a new CEO, success
fully completed a Capital Cam
paign, established a Governance
Committee, completed the new
Outdoor Aquatics Complex, en
hanced donor stewardship, up
dated the LJCC bylaws, re
established a standing Finance
Committee, strengthened partner
ships with Charlotte community,
broadened outreach through the
Butterfly Project and CJFF, and
established a new Cultural Arts
Department. Jon also celebrated

that LJCC membership has
eclipsed 10,000 individuals for the
first time. 

Jeff Turk, incoming President,
thanked his family for their en
couragement and faith in him. He
spoke of his excitement to work
with everyone to deepen and
broaden the community impact of
the J and his belief that we are
stronger as a community when we
have robust programming for all
members of our community. He
noted the value of dialogue and re

spectful conversation, community,
growth of our physical, mental,
and spiritual health and our shared
values.    
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Levine JCC 2017 Annual Meeting

Incoming President Jeff Turk, CEO Peter Blair, and Immediate Past
President Jon Simon

Attendees enjoy the premeeting cocktail reception.

(Continued on next page)

Jon Simon, Julie Rizzo, Jen Lahn, Larry Polsky, Dale Polsky, and Peter Blair.

Ideal Diamond Specialists
Since 1977

Celebrating 40 Years
of Excellence

4310 Sharon Road, Suite T09, Charlotte, NC  28211
in The Village at SouthPark, Just Two Doors Down from Crate & Barrel

7043646543    DAVIDSLTD.COM

www.ppsd.com
www.davidsltd.com


Peter Blair, CEO, thanked
South State Bank for their title
sponsorship of the Annual Meet
ing and the community for their
guidance in helping him achieve
his vision noting that we have an
even stronger JCC because of the
time we have taken to develop
shared values for the future. He
noted the community challenges
we faced and how we responded
by gaining resolve from one an
other  saying “no” to hate and
“yes” to diversity. 

Program Service Awards were
presented to Bob Ecker, Ellen
Goldberg, Michael Lieberman,
Jeff Turk (CJFF), and Janette
Schwartz, Linda Schwartz (But
terfly Project). Dale and Larry
Polsky, Volunteers of the Year,
were recognized for their leader
ship of the 2017 Levine JCC Kids
Triathlon in support of the Levine
Children’s Hospital ASAP and Pe
diatric Rehabilitative Services
programs. The Kids Tri has grown
from raising $39,000 (2012) to
$93,000 (2016). Dale and Larry
agreed to become Honorary
Chairs and set their sights on mak
ing a much deeper and broader
impact. Through their leadership,
fundraising efforts in 2017 topped
$180,000. Dale and Larry’s im
pact will be felt for many years
across many families.  

Gabe Mathless, Board Director,
received the coveted President and
Executive Director’s Award for
laying the groundwork for a sus
tainable and meaningful tomor

row. Gabe was the consummate
leader this past year. If there was
a task to be completed, a charge at
hand, a difficult decision to be
made, or a challenging conversa
tion to take place, Gabe was at its
center. He did a masterful job
chairing the Governance Commit
tee and championed the rewriting
and updating of the bylaws. His

tireless efforts and dedication
were unsurpassed and his commit
ment will ensure our community’s
strong future.

Peter expressed his apprecia
tion for the value and commitment
of the staff and presented awards
to the following:

Outstanding Employee 2017:
Kristi Fallowes, Member Account

Services.
Anniversaries: Jessie

Cohen, Marisa Jackson, and
Susan Gundersheim (five
years) and Linda Dabak (10
years). Y
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COTSWOLD

Independent Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care

11945 Providence Road
Charlotte, NC 28277

(704) 246-3055
PROVIDENCE

Assisted Living & Memory Care 

5215 Randolph Road
Charlotte, NC 28211

(704) 495-6031

T O U R S  D A I L Y   |   W W W. WA L T O N W O O D . C O M   |   W W W. S I N G H J O B S . C O M

from your friends at Waltonwood Senior Living

Happy Hanukkah

Levine JCC Annual Meeting
(Continued from previous page)

www.homeswithcachet.com
www.waltonwood.com
www.singhjobs.com


Hadassah is making it easier
than ever to order your 2018 card. 

New: This year you will re
ceive an email confirmation of
your order by February 1, 2018,
direct from the National Mah
Jong League, if you include your
email address with your check.    

New: Your check must be ac
companied by a separate piece of
paper that includes the following
information: name, address,
phone number, and email address
(for order confirmation). If you
simply enclose a check in an en
velope, we have no record of your
order after your check is de
posited.

We process your order, but
your card and newsletter come di
rectly from the National Mah
Jong League. In return for our
help, the NMJL makes a donation
to Hadassah.  

You can order your card now.
No need to wait for the Mah Jong
League paperwork.  

Remember: Make your check
out to Hadassah and include the
information below on a separate
piece of paper

Regular Print Card: $8; Large

Print Card: $9
Two ways to order: Mark your

order envelope to Madeline Aron
and drop off at the JCC front desk,
or mail in to Madeline Aron, 4940
Hardison Road, Charlotte, 28226.

Orders must be received by
January 15, 2018.

The following information
must be included on a separate
piece of paper, in addition to your
check: name, address, telephone
number, email address, number of
large print or regular size cards or
dered. Y

By Sandra Goldman, Director,
Hebrew Cemetery Association

We are creatures of habit. Each
day we wake up on the same side
of the bed, we eat the same type

of breakfast, we sit in the same
car, and we take the same route to
work. As the season is changing
once again, we are reminded that
the year is nearly over and soon

we will be entering a new one that
is full of opportunities. But life
throws curveballs and sometimes
it gets us really good and unpre
pared. So as the months move on,
there is one thing only few like to
talk about: end of life decisions
and the preplanning of a funeral.
Many of us continue to procrasti
nate to make these final arrange
ments and not too many
remember that Jewish Law actu
ally emphasizes that we should
prearrange our final resting
places and be buried in a Jewish
cemetery.

We cannot underscore enough
how important it is to make those
arrangements. We seek to honor
the traditions of your family by
providing a deeply personal expe
rience. Planning your burial or
making your loved one’s burial
arrangements is a responsible, yet
difficult decision. We guide fami
lies through the Jewish burial
planning process in order to pro
vide a meaningful and personal
funeral service that carries cul
tural, religious, and familial tradi
tion to honor the deceased.

First of all for $72 per year one
can become a member of the

cemetery – yes, there is a mem
bership fee because we are a com
munity cemetery that is not
attached to one specific temple.
For two cents a day, one becomes
eligible for member pricing and is
able to save nearly 30% on the
price of plots and service fees.

Members pay $1,800 for a plot.
The grave site can either be paid
in full or over two years, interest
free with a minimum of quarterly
payments. This alone is a savings
of $1,000. The additional perpet
ual care fee and the actual burial
costs may also be prepaid or
taken care of at the time of need. 

Now is the perfect time to
make your preplanning arrange
ments. Nine months ago we
opened parts of our newest two
sections; a continuous traditional
all Jewish section and a commu
nity interfaith section. Choose
your preferred location from over
200 gravesites. You may select a
plot that is closer to shade trees,
next to the path leading to the me
morial building, near the hillside
or toward the back of the property.
Act now while premium sites are
still available. Keep in mind that
the price that you pay now

through preplanning will be guar
anteed no matter when you actu
ally will need your final resting
place.

Give the final gift and plan
ahead so that your family can
focus on the one and only thing
they should concentrate on when
a loved one passes: grieving.

We are here to assist with cre
ating a budget, selecting a grave
site, or referring you to a funeral
home or monument company. We
will help you throughout the en
tire process to personalize the fu
neral service, whether it is a
modest, intimate gravesite gather
ing or a service in our memorial
building to bring together friends
and the entire family.

To schedule an appointment or
to receive further information
about preplanning, please contact
Sandra Goldman at 704576
1859 or director@hebrewceme
tery. org. Y
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5960 FAIRVIEW ROAD, SUITE 400
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 28210

TEL: 704.523.2202 w FAX: 704.496.2716
MGOLDSTEIN@MGOLDLAW.COM w WWW.MGOLDLAW.COM

MEG D. GOLDSTEIN
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

ESTATE PLANNING,
ESTATE AND TRUST ADMINISTRATION,

PRE-MARITAL AGREEMENTS,
CHARITABLE PLANNING AND ENTITIES,
GENERAL CORPORATE AND TAX LAW,

BUSINESS SUCCESSION PLANNING

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered
through representatives of Lincoln Financial Services,
member SIPC. Lincoln Financial Services and 
L2 Financial are not related. LFS1568750081116

Larry Horowitz, CLU, ChFC

L2 Financial
15720 Brixham Hall Ave., Ste 575

Charlotte, NC 28277
7046097505    larry.horowitz@skype  

www.L2financial.com

Helping in the CREATION, PRESERVATION 
& DISTRIBUTION of your Estate

PrePlanning is Easy and Affordable

Women’s News
Order Your 2018 Mah Jong Card Now
Through Hadassah

Hadassah CharlotteHadassah Charlotte
Area Jewish Area Jewish 
Community Community 
DirectoriesDirectories
are Still are Still 
Available Available 
at Shalomat Shalom
Park FrontPark Front
DeskDesk

Temple Israel Sisterhood is supporting Mathilde’s Mention

ables by collecting new and nearly new bras (must be washed)

of all sizes and types as well as packages of new women’s un

derwear and feminine hygiene products. They will be sorted and

bagged during Yom Gemilut Hasadim (A Day Performing Acts

Of Loving Kindness) at Temple Israel on Sunday, January

14, 2018. This  project will benefit the Salvation Army’s Center

of Hope Shelter and Crisis Assistance Ministry in Charlotte.

Temple Israel Sisterhood’s 

Mathildes Mentionables Project
In Conjunction with Support the Girls

In 2017 the Women’s League for Conservative Judaism (WLCJ) began a new social

action effort called Mathilde’s Mentionables (in honor of their founder Mathilde

Schechter) which collects new and gently used undergarments for women in need

through the Support The Girls organization. 

Donation drop offs can be made at Temple Israel the Week of January

8 or prior to, by contacting Chair, Hilary Rosenbaum at 

7043210625 or emailing CoChair, 

Gail Weinstein Halverson at gailandnorman14@gmail.com.

We greatly appreciate your support! 
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Your children should 
live and be well.

www. .com

Call us today for 
your complimentary 

consultation.

704-412-4200

Help set them up for a successful future with 
leadership skills, career clarity and the 
all-important communication/people skills.

By Dana Kapustin, President,
Charlotte Chapter of Hadassah

Celebrate the TaTas includes
the Mammovan at Shalom Park,
The Painting Days, the Soccer
Tournament, and the Little Reveal
Luncheon. On September 1718,
we painted TaTas, at the The Mc
Dowell Arts Center. On October
78, we gathered in WintonSalem
for the Women’s Soccer Tourna
ment (see Talia’s recap below).
We welcomed the Novant Mam

movan to Shalom Park on Octo
ber 16. We are thrilled to reach out
to our community and help pro
vide this service, as it is a quick,
easy, and convenient way to take
care of our TaTas. On October 25,
Amy Rosewater welcomed us into
her home for a beautiful evening
of education, friendship, and wine
and cheese. We learned about
Hadassah Medical Organization,
recognized our donors, and shared
in a beautiful evening. (See

Heidi’s recap below.) On October
26, we enjoyed lunch at our Little
Reveal Luncheon and auction,
where we were thrilled to exceed
our fundraising goals and catch up
with our friends, as the luncheon
was sold out. The photographs of
our painted TaTas were beauti
fully created by local artists who
donated their time to this worth
while cause. (See Marci’s recap
below.) Y

Celebrate the Tatas: Events, Programs,
Information, and Fund Raising for
Women

By Talia Goldman, CoFounder
of Celebrate the TaTas

They said Hurricane Nate
would make it pour, and it did.
They said it would be humid, and
it was. 

We said the tournament would
be amazing, and it was. 

The Fourth Annual Celebrate
the Tatas Soccer Tournament for
Women Champions took place
October 78 in Hine Park Soccer
Fields, WinstonSalem. Eight
teams representing three southern
states arrived on the wet fields
clad in the uniforms that they
hoped would win them the cov
eted Pink Bra Kick Ass Award,
given to the team with the most
spunk. 

The competition, fierce and
competitive, evoked much cheer
from the sidelines as the athletes
slid, tackled, and scored goals.
Lunches were served to everyone

on the field including coaches,
referees, players, and their fami
lies. The donations from Chick Fil
A, Whole Foods, Brixx Pizza, and
Mozzarella Fellas were responsi
ble for keeping everyone’s bellies
full. 

Dr. Chere Gregory, President of
Women’s Health and Wellness,
Novant Health, delivered opening
remarks. Novant Health secured a
breast feeding room for nursing
women and Novant Physical
Therapists tended to multiple in
juries. 

For the third year in a row, our
incredible photographer, Andrew
Bowen from Greensboro, volun
teered his time and talent to cap
ture the women on and off the
field. And the weekend just kept
getting better. Saturday night,
over 150 folks dined together in
celebration of the tournament and
in sheer determination to raise

funds for breast cancer research. 
A big thank you to NC Adult

Soccer for having the faith to join
forces with Charlotte Hadassah, to
the hotel where we all stayed, to
the restaurants that allowed us to
share meals and stories, to Dr.
Gregory for her opening remarks
and closing ceremony, to the few,
but powerful volunteers who set
up tents and goals and lined the
fields, to the referees who made
donations, to the Wake Forest
contingency that arrived early and
stayed late, to Novant Health
whose incredible employees
asked if there was more they
could do, to the husbands and
partners that cheered for the ath
letes, and to the amazing children
who had the opportunity to watch
their mothers be superstars on and
off the fields.

With wishes for a happy,
healthy, and cancer free year.Y

Celebrate the Tatas Soccer Tournament

By Heidi Rotberg
Raise a Glass to Hadassah was

held on Wednesday, October 25,
at the home of Amy Rosewater.
Hadassah National Vice President
Carol Ann Schwartz spoke to the
20 women attending. While
everyone enjoyed wine and a se
lection of appetizers, Carol Ann
discussed the many ways Hadas
sah promotes Zionism, medical
research, health and wellbeing.
Support of Hadassah through an
nual giving programs such as
Keepers of the Gate and Chai So
ciety were highlighted. Hadassah
Charlotte members who come to
gether as activists, volunteers, vi
sionaries, and fundraisers were
recognized. Please contact any
member of the Hadassah Char
lotte Board to
find out how you
can contribute
your time and en
ergy and be a part
of this wonderful
organization and
group of amazing
women.Y

Raise a
Glass to
Hadassah By Marci Goldberg

October 26 was a busy day for
Charlotte Hadassah. The Cele
brate the TaTas season concluded
with the “Little Reveal,” our
highly successful, completely
sold out celebration at Mag
giano’s South Park. The jam
packed afternoon included a wine
pull, a live auction, and a deli
cious lunch.

Carol Ann Schwartz, a Vice
President of National Hadassah,
shared exciting news with the
group about the great progress
that Hadassah Medical Organiza
tion is making in combatting
Breast Cancer. The highlight of
the afternoon was the introduction
of our four honorees, all of whom
have battled this terrible disease
firsthand, and have shown amaz
ing courage and grace while doing
so. They are: Denise Abadi,

Marisa Jackson, Bev Moseman,
and Shannon Carney. Their pres
ence was an inspiration to all in
attendance.

The committee, chaired by
Marci Goldberg, Penny Krieger,
and Roz Cooper, would like to
thank all of the outstanding vol
unteers, donors, and sponsors for
helping to make the event such a
rousing success. Special thanks to
Steve Turner of J.O.C. Auctions
for his lively presentation of our
auction items. Thanks to all of
you, Charlotte Hadassah will be
donating $35,000 to help find a
cure for Breast Cancer. 

To donate, become involved, or
for further information regarding
Celebrate the TaTas 2018, please
email celebratethetatas2017@
gmail.com or visit www.cele
bratethetatas.com.Y

Hadassah’s Little Reveal –
Fun for a Cause

Members of Hadassah “raise a glass” to Cele
brate the Tatas.

Mary Casner and Sharon Goretsky at Mag
giano’s for The Little Reveal

Providing Peace of Mind for Families...at Home

7046411132

Gaitway of Charlotte Provides
Expert Evaluation and Treatment

of Older Adults in the Home
Give the Gift of Safety This Year 
Consider a Home Safety Evaluation for your parents or 

treat yourself and ask for a gift certificate from your family. 

10% OFF Basic Home Evaluation 
with coupon code “holidays2017”

We provide private Physical and Occupational Therapy, 
Fall Prevention, Aging in Place Services as well as expertise in the 

management of those with Dementia.

Everyone wants to stay home – let us help you make that a reality

www.celebratethetatas.com
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9611 Idlewild Road, Charlotte, NC  28227

LET US SOLVE YOUR AUTO 
REPAIR PROBLEMS
Honest w Trustworthy w Reasonable 

Transmissions Rebuilt Expertly 
at Fair Prices

NCDMV Inspections Available.  RU Due?

704-228-0020

CREECH CAR CARE CENTERS, INC.

I wish everyone a Chanukah full of happiness and light!

Youth Visions

Our “Better2Gether” intergenerational class is in
full swing again this year, under the expert leadership
of veteran teacher Amy Montoni.  The focus this ses
sion, is on Jewish liturgy as poetry and artistic inspi
ration.  Students (both teen and adult) have tried their
hands at reimagining the prayers that are the founda
tion of our faith. Below is one sample of their in
spired and perceptive work.

On Rosh HaShanah it is written …
On Yom Kippur it is sealed …

Who will thrive and who will strive
Who will hear and who will be deaf
Who will see and who will be blind

Who will be part of the miracle of the sky and 
who will be in the dark of a dark night
Who will be touched by spirit and who 

will be passed over
Who will find meaning in their life and 

who will still be lost
Who will the music reach and who will 

not be reached
Who will stagnate and who will create

Who will believe and who will lose faith

This beautiful and thoughtful version of the “Un
etaneh Tokef” prayer written by Jeff Schwartz (one
of our seniors) is a perfect example of the quality of
work produced by the group.  

To make the class even more exciting, the group
is once again being mentored by the “Black Ink
Monks,” a spoken word poetry team sponsored by
Johnson C. Smith University.  We thank them for
bringing their enthusiasm and expertise to our He
brew High poets.

Exciting initiatives like “Better Together” and
great Jewish opportunities are the hallmark of He
brew High.  It’s not too late to have your teen join
the fun and learning that is Hebrew High.  For more
information call 7049446782 or email
rcooper@shalomcharlotte.org.Y

Hebrew Highlights

Students of all ages come together in Hebrew High’s Bet
ter2Gether class.

Join Charlotte BBYO for the
community Shabbat event of the
year. Teens and families are in
vited for a Shabbat experience led
by our teen leaders and song
leader, Rachel Wolman. We will
also hear from Alina Gerlovin
Spaulding, one of the most
soughtafter speakers in the Jew
ish community. This event is open
to all 8th12th graders and their
families. Please email char

lotte@bbyo.org to let us know
you are coming. We look forward
to seeing everyone on Friday, De
cember 8 from 79 PM in Gore
lick Hall. Y

BBYO Shabbat Experience with Alina
Gerlovin Spaulding

Alina Gerlovin Spaulding

results. The amount of informa
tion they were able to glean from
this was astounding to us, and is
testament to the level of experi
ence and skill these incredible ed
ucators have. They already knew
her before school even started. It
is not an exaggeration to say that
each child gets a tailormade edu
cational program to maximize
their strengths and develop their
weaknesses in any aspect  aca
demic, social, etc. Staff have
weekly discussions about the chil
dren, and parents get progress re
ports every three weeks.

The projectbased learning ap
proach (PBL) is so refreshing to
hear about, especially after piles
of daily worksheets with very lit
tle context, or talk about rankings
derived from stressful standard

ized tests. All the kids at CJDS
work under a “gifted” curriculum
in grades 35 and most end up
matriculating in honors and talent
identification programs after
wards. They are immersed in a
duallanguage curriculum, learn
ing a second language that pro
duces truly bilingual children.

During the first few weeks of
school, when friends and family
asked about how Sarah was doing
at her new school, I would get
goosebumps and a get a little
choked up just explaining the dif
ference in her. She had been
happy enough before, but now she
is beaming. She is challenged, re
warded, and nurtured. She has
made some sweet little friends and
reconnected with some of her pre
school buddies. She absolutely

adores her teachers. She is getting
the “more” that we wanted for her.
Our afterschool discussions are
now about what fun thing they did
in class, or what game they played
at recess or in math. It is never
about which friend got in trouble,
or which color she managed to
stay on in the discipline chart.
She’s coming out of her shell here
 no one believes me that she used
to be shy.

We are definitely sending our
twins Noah and Jacob here next
year for kindergarten. Their sister
often reminds them how lucky
they are that they’ll get to be at
CJDS for an extra year. I do have
to say though, that big yellow
school bus sure was convenient.Y

Choosing the Charlotte Jewish Day School
(Continued from page 6)

I wish everyone a Chanukah full of happiness and light!



Get ready to celebrate
Chanukah with Temple Kol Ami
of Fort Mill, SC. At TKA, we be
lieve that the Festival of Lights
deserves a whole lot of love. We
will start off with a Shabbaton
weekend December 89 when
Rabbi Matt Dreffin from the Insti
tute of Southern Jewish Life will
be with us to lead us in a weekend
of prayer, study, and cultural en
richment. A Florida native, Rabbi
Dreffin grew up at Camp Cole
man, the Reform movement’s
summer camp in Georgia. He at
tended Tulane University, earning
a degree in studio arts and win
ning the award for most outstand
ing glass art student. After
graduating in 2005, he had to
leave for a few months because of
Hurricane Katrina, then returned
to New Orleans as assistant studio
manager for Studio Inferno. Two
years later, he went to Hebrew
Union CollegeJewish Institute of

Religion in California, earning a
Master’s in Hebrew Letters in
2010 and a Master’s in Jewish Ed
ucation in 2011. He received his
ordination in May 2013 and has
served at the ISJL in the rabbinic
and education services depart
ments since then. Rabbi Dreffin

will lead Friday night Shabbat
service starting at 7 PM at
Philadelphia United Methodist
Church in Fort Mill, followed by
Torah study at PUMC at 10:30
AM on Saturday, December 9.
That evening, the community is
invited to join us for an Israeli
Chanukah Havdalah, complete
with Israeli food and sufganiyot.
Festivities start at 6 PM and will
be held in the Fellowship Hall at
PUMC. For more details, please
consult our website at www.tem
plekolamisc.org. Temple Kol Ami
is pleased to be able to sponsor the
Shabbaton through a grant from
the Jewish Federation of Greater
Charlotte Impact and Innovation
Fund. All events are free and open
to the public. 

The following week, Rabbi
Ana Bonnheim will be with us on
December 15 to lead our congre
gation in a Chanukah Shabbat. We
will light our menorahs together
as a community and commemo
rate the miracle of Chanukah. A
delicious oneg will follow featur
ing everyone’s Chanukah favorite,
latkes. Once again, all are wel
come to join us for an evening of
meaningful prayer and celebra
tion.

If you live in York County or
the Ballantyne area, Temple Kol

Ami might be the place for you.
We are a warm and inclusive Re
form congregation comprised of
Jews from diverse backgrounds.
We hope to see you soon at our

new home, Philadelphia United.
For more information about TKA,
please check out our website or
give us a call at 8037010149.Y
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You know

Find out how our extensive training and care philosophy help us make 
meaningful connections that lead to better, more engaging care. 

Start home care today.
hwcg.com/charlotte 
704.503.4660

where her glasses are when  

she misplaces them, how much  

she hates taking medicine, and  

her passion for cookies.

We’ll know that, too.
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&SYNAGOGUES CONGREGATIONS
Join Temple Kol Ami for Shabbaton and Chanukah Celebrations

Rabbi Matt Dreffin

1900 Selwyn Avenue
Charlotte,NC 28274
StanGreensponCenter.org

Jewish Studies at Queens University of Charlotte 
Invites You Back to School

English 251: Topics in 

Cultural Studies –

“Secret Identities: 

Diversity and 

Popular Culture”

Professor: Dr. Mike Kobre, 

MFA, PhD

The Dana Professor of English

Wednesdays, 6:009:30 PM

January 10 through April 18

Cost: $300

“It wasn’t Krypton that Superman re

ally came from,” the cartoonist Jules

Feiffer once wrote, “it was planet

Minsk or Lodz or Vilna or Warsaw.” The creation of firstgeneration American Jews

whose parents had emigrated from Eastern Europe, Superman (who’s an illegal im

migrant himself) is only one example of how diversity shaped American popular cul

ture. In this course, we’ll examine how American culture reflects—sometimes in

disguised ways—the diversity of American society. Our primary focus will be that

most despised and unruly of junk mediums, the comic book, but we’ll also consider

Hollywood films and rock ‘n’ roll music. Our cast will include Superman, Captain

America, various Hollywood filmmakers, and Chuck Berry’s “BrownEyed Hand

some Man.” This course counts for the Jewish Studies minor.

The Bible: Who’s In

and Who’s Out

Spring Semester

Professor: Rabbi Judy

Schindler, MAHL

Sklut Professor of Jewish 

Studies and Director of the 

Stan Greenspon

Center for Peace and Social Justice

Wednesday, 12:302:00 PM  Eight week community course

January 24 through March 21 (No class on March 7)

Cost: $136 Please feel free to bring your lunch to class!

This class is a continuation of the fall semester, however newcomers are welcome!

Optional review of fall semester on January 17

What does the Bible say about identity and diversity, inclusion and exclusion, power

and privilege, rights and responsibilities, exile and home? How are modern issues of

diversity addressed in ancient texts? How do the writings of the Hebrew Bible

influence society today in addressing issues of difference such as country of origin,

socioeconomic, sexual orientation, race, and age? While people from many walks of

life make claims to what the Bible says, the Bible is not univocal.

Registration is open. Seating is limited.

For information please contact Talia Goldman at GoldmanT@Queens.Edu

www.templekolamisc.org
www.stangreensponcenter.org


www.jewishcharlotte.org
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REGISTER NOW FOR WINTER  
& SPRING CLASSES 

FOR ALL AGES!
No Joining Fee 
Dec 15 – Jan 31
charlottejcc.org

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

Havurat Tikvah will welcome
artisan Kate Kaplan for an after
noon of jewelry crafting on
December 3, 1 PM, at Strawberry
Hill Clubhouse, 5101 Strawberry
Hill Dr.

Kaplan will bring all the ele
ments for participants to use to
create a Chanukah gift item for
someone special. Snacks will be
provided. Seating is limited to 12
and an RSVP is required. Email
info@havurattikvah.org to learn
more.

Enjoy the Chanukah holiday
with Havurat Tikvah as it cele
brates the Festival of Lights with
a Chanukah party on December
17, 4 PM, at Avondale Presbyte
rian Church, MacLean Fellowship
Hall, 2821 Park Rd., followed by
a Kosher/dairy/veggie/parve/nut
free catered supper. Participants
are asked to bring their candles
and menorahs to light.

The congregation continues
its monthly third Wednesday
minyan on December 20 at the
Saxe residence.

Havurat Tikvah is a warm, sup
portive and nurturing Jewish Re
constructionist congregation with
Shabbat services and a full spec
trum of holiday observances, as
well as religious educational op
tions for both adults and children.

We are a diverse group of fami
lies, singles, and Jewish and inter
faith couples who participate in
projects that promote social jus
tice.

We value and depend upon
member participation and leader
ship for our religious services,
spiritual growth, and governance.

Havurat Tikvah is an affiliate
of the Jewish Reconstructionist
Communities, in association with
the Reconstructionist Rabbinical
College.

For more information on up
coming services, programs, mem
bership or other queries, call
9802255330, write to Havurat
Tikvah, P.O. Box 12684, Char
lotte, NC 28220, email member
ship@havurattikvah.org or visit
havurattikvah.org. Havurat Tik
vah is also on Facebook at
facebook.com/groups/havurattik
vah/.Y

Havurat Tikvah Gets
Crafty and Set for Latkes By Rabbi Asher Knight

Go outside and look at the
moon on the first night of
Chanukah (the night of December
12). If the weather cooperates, you
will notice the moon beginning to
look like a crescent. If you look at
the moon on the following nights,
you will see it getting smaller and
smaller. There will be no moon in
the night’s sky from the 5th
through 7th nights of Chanukah. 

The rabbis of Talmud taught
that the proper way to light the
chanukiah is to kindle one candle
on the first night and progres
sively increase the number of can
dles on the following nights. As
our world gets darker we purpose
fully replace the mounting gloom
with the illumination of the
chanukiah. As Jews, we add our
own light in place of the vanishing
glow of the moon.

In today’s world, it is a rarity to
just stop and look at the phases of
the moon. There is the light of our
smartphones, computers, televi
sion screens (sometimes on at the
same time), chores to accomplish,
lunches to pack, dinner to prepare
or cleanup, laundry to fold, and
off to bed. Chanukah invites us to
slow down and to bring some joy
and spiritual focus to our lives.
How so?

The same rabbis that encour
aged us to increase the light of the
chanukiah, also taught us that we
can’t multitask with the lights of
the chanukiah. The Chanukah
lights are not to be used for any
thing other than celebrating the
holiday. In our world of beeping
and buzzing distractions and
multitasking upon multitasking,
the ancient rabbis encourage us to
give ourselves the gift of our focus
and presence. 

Take time to put away or si
lence that which disturbs you from
being most present with yourself,
with your family and with your
friends. Give yourself the gift of

your undivided attention and pres
ence. Chant the blessings. Light
the candles. Look into the bright
goodness of the light. Sing some
songs – even if you aren’t that
great at singing. Taste each bite of
oily deliciousness. Take notice of
the blessings of life and appreciate
the miracles you have in your life.
Even amidst the darkness of the
December nights, the possibility
of Chanukah is that each night,
our lives may grow in joy, holi
ness, and gratitude.

Go outside and look at the
moon on the last night of
Chanukah (the night of December
19). If the weather permits, you
will notice a small sliver of light
from the new moon. On subse
quent nights, you will see the
moon getting fuller. This should
remind us that darkness is tempo
rary and that we can partner with
God. We have the power to light
our lives and souls and to bring
blessing into a darkened world.
And God’s gift of Shalom, of
peace, will ultimately illuminate
our lives and the lives of those we
love. Happy Chanukah. Y

The Goodness of the Light

Rabbi Asher Knight

www.havurattikvah.org
www.facebook.com/groups/havurattikvah/
www.charlottejcc.org
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www.templeisraelnc.org
www.charlottejcc.org
www.JewishBallantyne.com
www.templeisraelnc.org
www.charlottejcc.org
www.theuptownchabad.com/dreidels
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www.chabadnc.org
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www.JewishBallantyne.com
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On January 1215, the Queen
City and Shalom Park will have
over 250 Jewish visitors.  Hosted
by Temple Beth El and LIBERTY
(Temple Beth El’s Senior Youth
Group), 9th12th grade Jewish
teens and youth professionals
from Alabama, Georgia, Florida,
North Carolina, South Carolina,
and Tennessee, will spend Martin
Luther King, Jr. Weekend in Char
lotte. As hosts of the North Amer
ican Federation of Temple Youth
 Southern Area Region (NFTY
SAR) Winter Kallah, Temple Beth
El’s 8th grade youth will also have
the opportunity to experience the
true meaning of community.  

The LIBERTY Board and
NFTYSAR Board are planning
justicethemed programs for this
weekend while the Youth Engage
ment Committee is supporting
this effort with their time and en
ergy.  Many Temple Beth El fam
ilies will open their homes to host

teens while others will donate
time to volunteer throughout the
weekend.  This event will require
full community involvement and
we appreciate all participation to
ensure that NFTYSAR teens
leave Charlotte with a memorable,
lasting impression.Y

NFTYSAR Winter Kallah is Coming to Charlotte January 1215

Register for Winter Camp 
www.CGIBallantyne.com 

December 25-29
Choose your days or the entire week.

Join us for an unbelievable ex
perience and help us light a giant
Chocolate Menorah at Stonecrest.
Bring your family and friends for
an amazing Chanukah night in
cluding games, activities, crafts,
hot drinks, doughnuts, and latkes. 

Wednesday, December 13, 
5:30 PM 

The Fountains Plaza at
Stonecrest Shopping Center

Children’s activities will begin 
at 5 PM

This event is Free.

Visit www.JewishBallantyne. com for more details.Y

Light a Chocolate Menorah at Stonecrest

Giant Gelt Drop and Menorah Lighting
in Waxhaw

Yes! Jewish people live in
Waxhaw, too! Join us for our
third annual menorah lighting in
Waxhaw. This year we have a
new twist with a giant chocolate
gelt drop. 

Thursday, December 14
Downtown Waxhaw, 

E. North Main St. at the 
Overhead Bridge

5 PM Children’s Activities
begin, 5:30 PM Menorah
Lighting and Gelt Drop

This event is free and open to
the community.

For more info visit www.Jew
ishBallantyne.comY

Temple Beth El’s LIBERTY at Fall Kallah 2017.

www.JewishBallantyne.com
www.JewishBallantyne.com
www.bfjcs.org


Pricing Codes:      M=Member     B=Benefactor     NM=Non-Member

www.charlottejcc.org    •     704-366-5007

Sandra and Leon Levine Jewish Community Center

5007 Providence Road  |  Charlotte, NC 28226
704-366-5007 |  charlottejcc.org  |  facebook.com/levinejccDecember 2017

DECEMBER HOLIDAY HOURS

Sunday, December 24: 7am–5pm

Monday, December 25: 10am–5pm

Sunday, December 31: 7am–5pm

Monday, January 1: 10am–5pm

7 weeks – 7 years old
Children will enjoy a nurturing environment to explore 
and have fun with crafts and activities, while parents 
workout. 
Mon-Fri AM .................... 8am-1pm

Mon-Thu PM .............4pm-7:30pm

Saturday ...................... 12pm-3pm

Sunday ......................8:30am-2pm
Per Hour:    M/$4.50      NM/ $5.50

Grades K-5th
A great, supervised space for your elementary age 
child to have fun and hang out with friends, while you 
workout! 
Sundays, 8:30am–1pm 

Location: Check with LJCC Customer Service
M/$2/hour

NM/$5.50 per hour 

Reservations Required! 704-366-5007, or visit  
LJCC Customer Service.
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like us!    •    facebook.com/levinejcc

LJCC Department Directory 
Please contact us you have questions!

Membership
Susan Lerner  704-944-6741
susan.lerner@charlottejcc.org

Early Childhood 
Patty Torcellini  704-944-6891
patty.torcellini@charlottejcc.org

K-5th Grade Programs
Mitch Ormand  704-944-6733
mitch.ormand@charlottejcc.org

Teen Programs
Jessie Cohen  704-944-6739
jessie.cohen@charlottejcc.org

Adults & Seniors/Oasis
Jill Lipson  704-944-6792
jill.lipson@charlottejcc.org

Sports
Stephanie Garner  704-944-6743
stephanie.garner@charlottejcc.org

Aquatics / Swim Team
Joshua Steinberger  704-944-6746
joshua.steinberger@charlottejcc.org

LJCC Tennis / CRUSH
Greg O’Connor  704-944-6748

gregory.oconnor@charlottejcc.org

Visual/Performing Arts
Susan Gundersheim  704-944-6778
susan.gundersheim@charlottejcc.org

J-Childcare
Amie Gray  704-944-6726
amie.gray@charlottejcc.org

Social Action
Julie Rizzo  704-944-6730
julie.rizzo@charlottejcc.org

Teens
Mitzvah Program
6th–8th Grade
Join other teens as we volunteer to do our part in 
Tikkun Olam, “healing the world”. We will collaborate 
with community service organizations and other 
Jewish Agencies to promote community engagement 
and build partnerships. This is a great way to earn 
community service hours. Pizza lunch is included. 
Drop-off and pick-up at the Teen Lounge. Registration 
required. 
December 20, 10am–1pm 

Making holiday baskets for our community 

workers and Bright Blessings
M/$5   B/Free   NM/$8

Adults
Judaism for the Curious 
Are you curious about Judaism? Throughout the 
coming year the Oasis Senior Enrichment Program 
will be offering monthly classes on Judaism designed 
to educate, motivate, and inspire you to live life with 
the use of timeless Jewish wisdom. Rabbi Oppenheim 
will explore a different topic each month.  
December: What Judaism says about Money
Monday, December 4 • 1-2pm

FSP Board Room • FREE

704-944-6753 or sharri.benjamin@charlottejcc.org 

Escape Room Adventure
Your group has only sixty minutes to explore the 
space around you, find items and use logic to 
solve puzzles, uncover secret doorways, overcome 
obstacles and reach your goal.RSVP and pay by Mon, 
12/4, via online registration, or call 704-366-5007. 
Thursday, December 7

6:30pm - Light Dinner

7:30-8:30pm - Codescape Escape Room
933 Louise Avenue, #201, Charlotte, NC 28204
M/$34    B/$32    NM/$36

704-944-6753 or sharri.benjamin@charlottejcc.org 

The Charlotte Jewish Film Festival 
in conjunction with the Oasis Senior 
Enrichment Program presents Jewish 
American Soldiers: Stories from WW II
This documentary tells the 
stories of Charlotte-area 
Jewish American World War II 
veterans. It explores their unique 
experiences of being Jewish 
soldiers at a time when Jews 
were outcasts around the world, 
including in America.
Monday, December 11

1pm • Lerner Hall 
FREE, but you must register to attend by calling and 
leaving a message at 704-944-6735.
704-944-6753 or sharri.benjamin@charlottejcc.org 

SHIIP  
Seniors’ Health Insurance  
Information Program
Free Medicare Counseling Available year  
round! Please call Senior & Adult Director 
Jill Lipson at 704-944-6792 for information

Tai Chi/Qigong 
Adults 50+ 
Improve your strength, balance and flexibility through 
this gentle form of fitness. 
Tuesdays, 11:45am–12:45pm (all levels)

Swimmer Family Aerobics Studio 
Oasis/M/$30    B/$20    NM/$42 per month 

Drop-in fee: M/B/$12 p/class    NM/$14 p/class

Senior 
Enrichment

704-944-6792 • jill.lipson@charlottejcc.org

Monthly Field Trips • Game Days
Painting & Exercise Classes

Educational Seminars • Kosher Lunches
Monthly newsletters with activities
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TORAH TOTS SHABBAT SERVICE
Friday, December 8, 5:45pm
Join Temple Israel and Miss Nancy as we welcome  
in Shabbat on the second Friday evening of each  
month with songs, prayers and movement followed  

YOUTH
GESHER: SECRET HANUKKAH HARRY LOUNGE NIGHT
(8th-12th Grades) Wednesday, December 13, 6:00-7:00pm

YOUNG ADULTS
4rd Annual VODKAS & LATKES PARTY
Saturday, December 16, 8:00pm
Join Torah on Tap as we cram eight crazy nights into one fun 

SOCIAL CLUB
ANNUAL SOCIAL CLUB HANUKKAH LUNCHEON 
Sunday, December 10, 12:00pm 
(Leon & Sandra Levine Social Hall)

SOCIAL ACTION
MEN’S SHELTER OF CHARLOTTE HOLIDAY DINNER
Sunday, December 24

 

 

TEMPLE ISRAEL HOLIDAY COLLECTION DRIVES
December 1 - 13

LIFELONG LEARNING
TORAH CHAI: The Living Torah
Wednesday, December 6, 7:00 – 9:00pm 

ALTERNATIVE SERVICES
JAVA N’ JEANS
Saturday, December 2, 9:30am

SHABBAT BLESSINGS 
Saturday, January 6, 9:30-10:30am

EVENTS
HANUKKAH, HOOPS & HORNETS!

 
 

 

CANTOR & FRIENDS
Sunday, December 10, 2:00pm
(Morris & Sylvia Speizman Sanctuary)

TEMPLE ISRAEL HANUKKAH CELEBRATION & DANCE
Saturday, December 16 (Leon & Sandra Levine Social Hall)
6:00 pm
6:15 pm

7:00 pm

8:00 pm

TEMPLE ISRAEL REDEDICATION CEREMONY & HANUKKAH CELEBRATION
Sunday, December 17, 9:30am (Morris & Sylvia Speizman Sanctuary)

FAMILY DINNER & MOVIE NIGHT
Thursday, December 28
5:00pm – Dinner (Leon & Sandra Levine Social Hall)
6:00pm - Movie

THE  ROSE ROOM - TI  SISTERHOOD  JUDAICA  GIFT  SHOP
HANUKKAH BEGINS TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12

Sunday: 9:00am -12:30pm 
Tuesday - Thursday: 10:00am - 1:00pm 
Friday: 11:00am - 1:00pm 
Special appointments outside normal business 

 

 

NEW TIME!

NEW TIME!
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See Atlanta Fine Artist Steve
Steinman’s latest metal sculp
tures at Gallery 72, Marietta
Cobb Museum of Art and Atlanta
HartsfieldJackson International
Airport

Where others see trash, Steve
Steinman sees the potential for
fine art. Refinding beauty in re
cycled industrial machine and au
tomotive parts, his unique
sculptures – many three to seven
feet or more in height – make a
statement on the negative impact
resulting from man’s pursuit of
manufacturing for mass con
sumerism, which continues to
threaten the planet. Drawing on
individual shapes from all manner
of metal junkyard scraps, each
piece provides a metaphor on the
need for recycling and reuse to re
duce pollution.

The culmination of two years
of prolific work, Steinman’s “re
cycled” sculptures can be seen in
multiple venues beginning this
fall, with oneman shows at
Gallery 72 until January 19, 2018;
and the Marietta Cobb Museum of
Art, January 13–March 25, 2018.
Select pieces will also be on dis
played in the “Georgia Artists
Exhibition” at Atlanta’s Harts
fieldJackson International Air
port, January–December 2018. 

“We are excited about Steve
Steinman’s upcoming show at
Gallery 72 as it aligns with At
lanta’s interest in becoming a
more sustainable community. It’s
a winwin for the city,” said Kevin

Sipp, project coordinator, Gallery
72, City of Atlanta, Mayor’s Of
fice of Cultural Affairs. Steve has
contributed so much to the art cul
ture in Atlanta. This is a prime op
portunity to showcase his work
and his legacy.”

Steinman explains that his lat
est work is all about educating and
creating awareness on the need to
recycle what would otherwise be
considered debris. “As a dispos
able society, it is easier to throw
things out than to fix them,” he
said. “Recycling is a positive way
to offset the damage. My work fo
cuses on the art of reuse, renewal,
and recycling to reinforce this
message.” 

Straddling a tension between
finished and unfinished, he notes
that each of his “Trash” sculptures
convey an energy that pulses
through the bent and crusted metal
scraps. “The art is energetic,
emerging out of twisted chaos into
three dimensional drawings in
space. Each conveys a feeling of
its past life, with the metal joining
together into visual excitement.
This energy is felt by each object’s
position relative to another, often
in large unified circles to illumi
nate the transition from junk to
beauty while examining society’s
demise into a disposable culture
based on wastefulness and urban
sprawl.

“As a sculptor, I’m fascinated
by the challenge of creating an en
tirely unique piece of art from a
random collection of discarded

and often commonplace objects,”
he explained. “My work speaks to
our current culture, which is as
immensely rich in trash as it is
treasures.  As society overwhelms
its landfills with items that could
be reused we squanders the oppor
tunity to make new items, placing
a sizeable strain on resources and
mankind’s quality of life.”

Wellknown in the Atlanta art
scene, Steinman has created nu
merous highlyvisible, thought
provoking sculptures throughout
the city over the course of his ca
reer. For the 1996 Atlanta
Olympics he was commissioned
to design and create “Endless
Journey,” a colorful, intricately
textured wall sculpture that lines
the Metro Atlanta Rapid Transit
Authority (MARTA) Buckhead
rail station and platform. A series
of repeating patterns, it covers the
equivalent of two football fields
and took five years to complete. In
addition, he was commissioned by
the Atlanta Bar Association to cre
ate a “Monument to Slain Police
Officers,” which is located in At
lanta’s Woodruff Park.

Along with sculpting, Stein
man also is a fine art photogra
pher, capturing images that often
reflect the ironies of life. For in
stance, a recent exhibition titled,
“China: Tradition and Change,”
included images of Buddhist
monks on cell phones, illustrating
the juxtaposition between old and
new Chinese culture. 

For more information on the

work of Steven Steinman, contact
the artist at artzone234@
yahoo.com or call 404808
3343.Y

Transforming Trash into Beauty

“Pathfinder.”

“Abstract Fountain,” photography

Above: “Counterpose”

www.joinedineducation.org
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An inclusive and dynamic Reform Jewish congregation   •   1,100 families strong

Always a warm welcome. 

Stay up to date with everything at Temple Beth El – follow us on Facebook and visit our website.

5101 Providence Road   |   Charlotte, NC 28226   |   704.366.1948   |   templebethel.org 

COMMUNITY

Youth Havdalah-ween 

10th Grade Confirmation Class is a 
year-long exploration of what it means 
to be a Jewish teen. At a special Shabbat 
service in the spring, an outstanding 
Jewish ambassador from the class will be 
presented with the Michelle Miller Award 
for Jewish Commitment.

Discovered Traditions is the place for unique 
Chanukah gifts for all ages. We have a  
tremendous selection of menorahs and 
dreidels, in addition to beautiful accessories 

to set the perfect holiday table. Gift wrapping is always free!

Discovered Traditions is open 10:00 am to 3:00 pm Monday through Friday, 
before and after Friday night services, and 9:00 am to 1:00 pm on Religious 
School Sundays. Proceeds support the Temple Beth El Religious School.

HAPPY CHANUKAH!

LEARNING

Navigating Aging with Understanding:  
Fundamentals of Caregiving 
Sunday, Dec. 3 at 10:30 am
Join us for an informative class covering issues related to aging with a panel of experts.

Temple Beth El Book Club
Sunday, Dec. 17 at 11:00 am 
This discussion of A Horse Walks into a Bar, by Israeli author David Grossman, will be 
facilitated by Dr. Racelle Weiman, Scholar on Holocaust, Genocide and Global Studies.

WORSHIP

Chanukah Shabbat Service followed by Chanukah Dinner
Friday, Dec. 15 at 6:00 pm

Congregational Shabbat Service
Saturday, Dec. 16 at 11:00 am

First Fridays:  
5:30 pm SongFest, 6:00 pm Family Shabbat, 8:00 pm Community Shabbat

All other Fridays: 6:00 pm Community Shabbat Service

Saturdays: 11:00 am Shabbat Morning Worship

Please check our website for weekly service times and details.

Brotherhood Brunch
Sunday, Dec. 10 at 10:00 am 
Join us for this breakfast program with Charlotte City Council member,  
Edmund H. Driggs. RSVP by Dec. 6.

Sisterhood Chanukah Brunch & Gift Exchange
Sunday, Dec. 10 at 11:00 am 
We will provide the latkes, all the trimmings, and drinks; you bring a potluck  
item to share and a gift to exchange! RSVP by Dec. 5.

The Porch: Southern Fried Chanukah
Saturday, Dec. 16 at 5:00 pm
Celebrate Chanukah with delicious foods, holiday fun and games.  
Havdalah is at 6:30 pm. RSVP by Dec. 13.

S.P.I.C.E. Chanukah Program 
Monday, Dec. 18 at 11:00 am 
Cantor Mary Rebecca Thomas will talk about “Light and Darkness in Jewish Music,” 
followed by a luncheon and a S.P.I.C.E. surprise. RSVP by Dec. 13.

Global Day of Jewish Learning
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REGISTRATION  
BEGINS!

Sun, January 7 – Members Only
Mon, January 8 – Online Available 
Thu, February 1 – Non-Members 

Flag Football  
Lacrosse - All-Sports  
Soccer - Basketball  

Tennis

Plus–
LJCC SPECIALTY 

SPORTS CAMPS

 704-366-5007
charlottejcc.org/camps

Camp Mindy 2018

A Chai Summer…  
Growing for 18 Years!

Preschool • K-5th • Teens
Full-day • Half-day
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By Edmon J. Rodman
Los Angeles (JTA) — In the

weeks before Chanukah, with an
ticipation of the holiday brightly
filling my mind, the darkening
news of rising antiSemitism in
the U.S. began to filter in. As I
pictured our menorahs burning in
their usual place — the front win
dows of our home — a warning
light began to blink.

Though Chanukah represents a
victory of light over darkness —
by the Maccabees over the Seleu
cid Empire, which resulted in the
rededication of the Second Tem
ple — recent events were causing
me to rethink our window meno
rah lighting, turning me toward
sharing our menorah kindling
with only family and friends.

But, surprisingly, like finding
an extra Chanukah candle in the
box, a new U.S. Chanukah
postage stamp depicting a lit
menorah in a window was an un
expected source of inspiration.

For 17 years we’ve lived on a
block where there are no other
Jewish families. We’ve proudly
placed our menorahs — whether
lit by candle or by bulb — in our
front windows, publicizing the
miracle of the holiday both to our
neighbors and ourselves. Saying
the blessings and lighting the can
dles is a mitzvah, according to the
Talmud, and by doing so, we were
also recognizing the blessing of
our freedom of religion and ex
pressing our Jewish identity.

In fact, it wasn’t really
Chanukah for me until I walked

outside and, looking at the lit
menorah emanating from my
own window, affirmed that we
had arrived to this time once
again.

Why was I worried now?
Since the previous Chanukah,
nothing had changed in our
multiethnic and multidenom
inational neighborhood, a place
where nonJewish neighbors
have wished me “Happy
Chanukah” and at Passover
“gut yontif.” But in the uncer
tain light of political change in our
country, I was worried about what
was emerging from the shadows:
antiSemitic iconography online,
attacks on Jewish journalists, the
reemergence of Jewish conspir
acy stories, Jewish college stu
dents being confronted with
swastikas. Was this a wise time to
let our light shine?

Helping to banish my second
thoughts, however, was that new
stamp. The design — a traditional,
branched menorah shown burning
in a window against a background
of falling snow — seemed innocu
ous enough, even unseasonably
fanciful if you live in California,
like me. But there it was, a gov
ernmentissued reminder that in
the window, where your neighbors
can see it, is the place from which
your menorah should send out its
glow.

Even so, a statement released
by the Postal Service with the
issue of the new stamp renewed
my concerns when it reminded me
that “at times in history when it

was not safe for Jewish families to
make a public declaration of faith,
the menorah was set instead in a
prominent place inside the home.”
Though the statement went on to
say that “today in the U.S., many
families have renewed the tradi
tion of displaying the menorah in
windows during the holiday,” I
still wondered if “today” was one
of those “not safe” times in his
tory.

Was it a good time to draw the
light safely in and bring the flick
ering candles into the kitchen? 

After all, that’s the way my
mother, who grew up in the Bronx
borough of New York City in the
1930s, when antiSemitism in
America was on the rise, did it in
our home.

What was I afraid of? It wasn’t
as if I’m expecting a replay of the
now famous Billings, MT, inci
dent in 1993, when, according to
JTA, “a brick was thrown through
the bedroom window of a five
yearold Jewish boy, Isaac
Schnitzer, who was displaying a

Chanukah menorah.”
But in an AntiDefamation

League report about antiSe
mitic incidents issued before
the presidential election, Cali
fornia was cited in 2015 as the
state with the secondhighest
level of antiSemitic incidents.
Adding to my sense of Jewish
déjà vu, after the election, in
midNovember, the ADL’s na
tional director, Jonathan Green
blatt, had announced at the
organization’s yearly confer

ence that the American Jewish
community had “not seen this
level of antiSemitism in main
stream political and public dis
course since the 1930s.”

What these statistics chal
lenged, I realized, was not my
faith that miraculous things can
happen, like a single cruse of oil
burning for eight days, but my
faith in another kind of miracle —
freedom of religion and American
pluralism.

After national calls to deport
Muslims, a recent spike in hate
crimes in New York — with the
majority of incidents directed at
Jews — and closer to home, re
ports last year of a Jewish student
at UCLA being harassed because
of her identity, I realized that the
menorah burning in the window
isn’t just a message to fellow Jews
— it’s a signal to any person that
this was a free and safe place for
anyone to openly identify and
show his or her beliefs. If I, or
anyone, were to light one candle
at Hanukkah in full view of neigh

bors, it wouldn’t be, contrary to
the song, not just for the Mac
cabee children — it would be for
all.

It doesn’t make any difference
which side you were on in the re
cent election. What must be de
cided is how with candles, oil, or
electric bulbs we would vote now.
Recalling that my mother’s par
ents, Joseph and Rebecca, had
been strangers here about a cen
tury ago, I felt that the welcoming
menorah light represented the
freedom for which they had left
everything behind. Plus, the act of
putting our menorahs in the win
dow would be an opportunity to
rekindle the core Jewish belief of
welcoming the stranger.

To push back the shadows,
won’t you join me in a Chanukah
show of light? Help light the way
for us, and for others: During the
eight nights of Chanukah, place
your menorah where passersby
can see it. Take a photo or selfie,
and post it on social media with
the hashtag #menorahinthewin
dow. Share the city, town, or place
where you are, and let us know
why you are doing it.

The strength of what we can do
as a community — that is a mira
cle, too. Y

(Be safe with your menorah,
light it away from anything that
can catch fire and do not leave it
unattended. Edmon J. Rodman is
a JTA columnist who writes on
Jewish life from Los Angeles.
Contact him at edmojace
@gmail.com.)

Why I Light My Menorah in the Window — and You Should, Too

The 2016 US Postage stamp with a
menorah in a window.

www.charlottejcc.org/camps


By Cnaan Liphshiz
(JTA)  If a Polish ultranation

alist student intended to delegit
imize his university’s main
Chanukah event, his plan seems to
have backfired.

On the Facebook invitation for
a Chanukah event at the Univer
sity of Warsaw, Konrad Smu
niewski inveighed against “Jew
communists” and called Judaism
a “criminal ideology” of “racism,
xenophobia and hatred.”

His posts, however, generated
a backlash that propelled the nor
mally modest Chanukah party at
the university’s Judaic Depart
ment into the spotlight — garner
ing coverage in the Polish media
that was highly critical of Smu
niewski’s remarks and leading to
a doubling in attendance at the
event the following day.

“I cannot accept this sort of be
havior, which I do not under
stand,” said Asia Bakon, 19, who
is studying the history of arts and
Hebrew, though she is not Jewish.

Bakon said she and approxi
mately 40 other nonJewish stu
dents came to the Chanukah party
for the first time this year “mainly
out of solidarity over these hateful
comments” by Smuniewski.

In a country where many left
wing liberals are accusing the
rightist government of main
streaming xenophobia since its
rise to power last year, the antiSe
mitic views expressed by Smu
niewski  a devout Catholic and
Donald Trump fan who studies
history at the university  were
particularly shocking to some of
his critics because he couched
them in pseudoacademic lan
guage.

“The phrase ‘Jew communists’
is a scientific term. What’s offen
sive about it?” Smuniewski told
the Gazeta Wyborcza newspaper,
which many consider Poland’s
daily of record, in a 600word ar
ticle on the incident published
Wednesday.

Radio Zet, Warsaw’s first pri

vate radio station — its share of
the national listenership is approx
imately 16% — also reported on
the controversy.

In a statement on its website,
the university said that a discipli
nary committee is reviewing Smu
niewski’s remarks following
complaints.

To Bakon, Smuniewski’s deci
sion to publish hate speech under
his own name, and to then defend
it in the national media, is typical
of what she described as how ris
ing nationalism in Poland is em
boldening racists.

“I’m afraid this is connected to
how nationalism has grown in
Poland over the past four, five
years,” she told JTA. “I see it as
connected to events in Poland and
around the world.”

Wojciech Karpieszuk, a jour
nalist who covered the story for
the leftleaning Gazeta Wyborcza,
concurred.

“In my opinion this is related.
The rightwing populism is on the
rise in Poland now,” he told JTA.
“And rightwing populists are
more open to share with their
views.”

Karpieszuk also said the inci
dent touched a nerve at Warsaw
University because of antiSemi
tism there in the 1930s and during
Poland’s communist years.

The incident is unusual because
it involves Poland’s topranked
university, but it comes amid a
string of racist incidents in recent
months, including the burning of
a haredi Orthodox Jew effigy at an
antiimmigration protest last year
in the city of Wroclaw.

In its October report on hate
crimes in Poland last year, the Eu
ropean Tolerance Center reported
a decline in the prevalence of anti
Semitic discourse in Poland. Yet
Poland’s Never Again Associa
tion, which tracks racist and xeno
phobic incidents in the country,
revealed in September that it was
getting reports of 10 racism inci
dents daily, whereas this used to
be the weekly tally less than two
years ago.

Amid rising tensions over im
migration into the European
Union by Muslims and fear over
Russian expansionism, racist inci
dents recorded this year in Poland
included the beating of a Syrian
man on a Warsaw street; the bar
ring of a black child from a play
ground in a town southeast of the
capital and the formation of vigi
lante patrol groups to guard
against possible illegal immi
grants in Lodz, according to the
Financial Times.

Government data show that
962 hate crimes were investigated
in Poland last year  a 38% in
crease over 2014, the Financial
Times reported in September.

“All too often we are disap
pointed by the lack of reaction to
antiSemitism,” said Michael
Schudrich, the chief rabbi of
Poland, who also attended the
Chanukah event at the university. 

“This time the reaction was
quick and very clear in its con
demnation of antiSemitism. I am
moved by the reactions of the uni
versity and of the students. All of
Europe can learn from this re

sponse on how you can and must
fight against antiSemitism and all
forms of hatred.”

In Poland, there are some who
connect the country’s hate crime
problem with the political rhetoric
of several of its leading politi
cians.

“Everything started with the
electoral campaign” last year,
Adam Bodnar, Poland’s commis
sioner for human rights, told the
Financial Times. He was referring
to the 2015 elections that ended
with an upset victory for the na
tionalist conservative Law and
Justice party under President An
drzej Duda.

“At that time those were not
only  statements but also demon
strations, hate speech, increase of
hate on the internet,” Bodnar said.

These included remarks by
Jaroslaw Kaczynski, a former
prime minister and leader of
Duda’s party, who warned that ac
cepting Muslim refugees would
“threaten Poland’s security.” This
was a refined version of his re
marks from before last year’s
elections — that immigrants could
bring “parasites” and “diseases.”

Zbigniew Ziobro, the country’s
justice minister, meanwhile has
said the Law and Justice party is
the only defense against “Islamic
districts in Poland.”

In July, Duda said at the com
memoration of the Kielce
pogrom, an outbreak of violence
against Poland’s Jewish commu
nity in 1946, that in Poland “there
is no place for any kind of preju
dice, no place for racism, xeno
phobia, antiSemitism.” Also last
year, he said antiSemites are “an
insult” to nonJews who risked
their lives in Poland to save Jews

from the Holocaust — a group
also known as Righteous Among
the Nations.

His government is responsible
for directing unprecedented atten
tion and honors for thousands of
righteous gentiles, of which
Poland has the highest number of
any other country. Under Duda,
Poland and Israel have pursued
even friendlier ties.

But also under Duda, Holo
caust revisionism has taken root in
some of the country’s highest of
fices.

Defense Minister Antoni
Macierewicz, whom the Anti
Defamation League last year said
demonstrated “profound and vir
ulent antiSemitism” by defending
the “Protocols of the Elders of
Zion” forgery, claimed in July that
Russians were responsible for the
killings of Jews that mainstream
historians attribute to Poles and
Ukrainians.

And Jaroslaw Szarek, the pres
ident of Poland’s Institute of Na
tional Remembrance, said over
the summer that the perpetrators
of the Jedwabne massacre of
Jews, which has been widely ac
cepted as having been perpetrated
by Poles, “were the Germans, who
used in their own machine of ter
ror a group of Poles.”

Meanwhile, Jan Gross, the Pol
ishAmerican Jewish historian, is
under a criminal investigation
opened against him this year for
saying that Poles killed more Jews
during the Holocaust than Poles
killed Germans. The probe was
opened following complaints
against Gross that alleged he
broke a law that criminalizes in
sulting “the honor of the Polish
Nation.”

Yet despite all these issues,
“Poland is one of the best – if not
the best – nations in Europe in
which to be Jewish today,”
Matthew Tyrmand, a columnist
and son of the wellknown Polish
Jewish writer Leopold Tyrmand,
wrote in a recent oped, which the
Warsaw Point published in April.

“In today’s Poland, violent
antiSemitic acts are few and far
between,” he noted, adding: “In
most large Polish cities there are
now active synagogues, nonsec
tarian Friday night Sabbaths, lec
tures, and the wearing of Jewish
symbols such as the Star of David
have become de rigueur.” Y
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Your Partners in Philanthropy

We at Foundation for the Charlotte Jewish 
Community welcome the opportunity to assist you. 

In partnership with Foundation For The Carolinas, 
we offer customized charitable solutions such as 
Donor Advised Funds and Endowments to make 

your philanthropic vision a reality.

Call Phil Warshauer or Nancy Kipnis to get started.

Let us help you 
Create Your Legacy

with straightforward charitable giving strategies to 
implement now or through your estate.

FCJC Executive Director Phil Warshauer and Create Your Jewish Legacy 
Coordinator Nancy Kipnis, with the support of the FFTC team.

www.charlo�ejewishfoundation.org | ���������	��

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

In Warsaw, Students Flock to Chanukah Event Following Classmate’s
AntiSemitism

Rabbi Michael Schudrich, right, speaking to students at the Judaic De
partment’s Chanukah event at the University of Warsaw, December 20,
2016. (Courtesy of Schudrich)

“In a country where many
left-wing liberals are accusing

the rightist government of
mainstreaming xenophobia,

the anti-Semitic views 
expressed by Smuniewski

were particularly shocking to
some of his critics.”

www.charlottejewishfoundation.org
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By Lior Zaltzman 
New York (JTA) — Ever since

I moved here from Israel, every
late November felt like the begin
ning of a monthlong assault.
Every store, business and doctor’s
office blared Christmas songs,
streets were decorated with osten
tatious light shows and seemingly
everything became green and red
— which, as an art school grad, I
found personally offensive to my
design sensibilities. 

Then there were the Christmas
sweaters. I admit I have a love of
tacky knitwear — but I couldn’t
get behind these garish monstrosi
ties that flaunted a holiday that I
didn’t celebrate but couldn’t es
cape from. 

So I was thrilled when, three
years ago, I saw a friend at a holi
day party wearing a cozy sweater
with a familiar pattern on it —
dreidels with Hebrew letters, per
fectly if garishly designed. I ran
across the room and accosted her.
“Where did you get that
sweater?!” 

That was the beginning of my
love affair with Chanukah
knitwear. I now have about half
dozen Chanukah wearables. My
favorite is a cardigan called “The
Spinster,” the same one I saw at
that party, with big, nostalgic
corozo buttons. Yes, I have way
more sweaters than I probably
need, but I treasure them. They
feel like my armor in the war that
Christmas seems to be waging
against me every time the holiday
season comes around. 

Since then, the Chanukah
knitwear market has grown
significantly. While there are
fewer Chanukah sweaters than
the Christmas variety — for
obvious reasons —  nowadays
you can find everything from
cute cardigans at Target done
up with chanukiot and boxed
gifts to more controversial
pieces, like the borderline
misogynistic one sold (and
later pulled) at Nordstrom.
There’s an abundance of
cheap, cheerful Chanukah op
tions on Etsy — heck, even
Whoopi Goldberg jumped on
the Chanukah sweater bandwagon
last year with a cutesy, bejeweled
octopus design. 

The Chanukah sweater, like
Americanstyle Chanukah itself, is
a custom that expanded in a “what
about us?” reaction to Christmas
celebrations. “Ugly Christmas
sweater parties” have been a thing
since the early 2000s, although it
wasn’t until a decade later that
Time magazine noted the trend in
an article declaring that “the tops
are bigger than ever, but in a very
hipstery, ohsoironic way.” 

That first Chanukah sweater I
spotted was the brainchild of Carin
Agiman, a graphic designer in Cal
ifornia. In 2012, she launched a
Kickstarter campaign to fund Gelt
fiend, a sweater line featuring
highquality Chanukah knitwear
with smart designs. 

“I had spent the previous
Chanukah looking for Chanukah
sweaters to wear to ugly Christmas

sweaters parties because I couldn’t
quite stomach the idea of wearing
a Christmas sweater,” Agiman told
me. “I didn’t want to be that per
son who just waited for someone
else to make the thing that I really
wanted, so I took the money from
my tax refund and had samples
made at this factory in L.A.” 

Agiman then put together a
photo shoot with the sweaters
called Santa’s first Chanukah, as
sembled a video and launched her
Kickstarter campaign. She got full
funding, over $20,000. 

She worked with a California
based manufacturers, making sure
every little detail was perfect. 

“You’re dealing with these huge
machines, if you want the pattern
to land in the right place, that takes
a lot of work,” she said. Many of
the sweaters were inspired by mid
century designs, and everything
from the fit to the names, like
“Spinmaster,” were meticulously
crafted. 

Agiman saw her ideal client
as “Someone who cares about
the quality of the things they
buy and they wear,” she said.
“They want something that’s
clever and not so obvious,
someone who is really into
being Jewish and the cultural
aspect of it, not necessarily re
ligious.” 

But her customers ended up
being more eclectic than she
expected — she got quite a few
orders from Orthodox Jews,
and from nonJews, too. Even
Matisyahu reportedly has a
sweater, she said. 
Agiman kept the business going

for four years — three years as a
side gig, and then, in 2015, as a
fulltime job. But despite the pos
itive response to her designs, she
couldn’t make Geltfiend a viable
business. 

By the end, Agiman said, “I
think we sold over 5,000 sweaters,
over $400,000 worth of sweaters,”
yet “we barely broke even.” 

“I felt proud of it,” she added.
“I gave it all that I had. It felt like
a good note to end things on. I’d
rather do something that I love and
then let it go.” 

Making sweaters is a compli
cated business. Unlike tshirts,
which you can design and manu
facture in a matter of days,
knitwear is usually manufactured
overseas and in big quantities.
There are mandatory minimums.
It’s hard to get a business off the
ground. But one Jewish sweater
maven managed to get it done. 

A year before Agiman launched
her line, Evan Mendelsohn, a
lawyer, and his friend Nick Mor
ton, an endodontist, founded a
sweater company called Tipsy
Elves. 

“We’d always enjoyed dressing
up and wearing fun holiday
clothes and we realized there was
no one making fun apparel,”
Mendehlsohn said. So, they de
cided to launch their own holiday
clothes company. That year, they
sold 5,000 sweaters, he said. 

The next year, Mendehlson quit
his job. You may have guessed by
the name — Tipsy Elves doesn’t
just peddle Chanukah wares. It
sells Christmas sweaters — lots
and lots of ridiculous Christmas
sweaters. But they make
Chanukah sweaters, too. This sea
son, they have about six of them.
Including one that you might rec
ognize as the one Seth Rogen wore
in the film “The Night Before.” 

Unlike Agiman and me — who
are Chanukah purists —
Mendehlsohn has a much more
lighthearted approach to the holi
day sweater dilemma. 

“My dad is Jewish and my
mom is Catholic, so I was raised
doing a little bit of both,” he said. 

As for Agiman — who’s still
shipping leftover Geltfiend stock
via Amazon — she’s kept the
Chanukah spirit alive: “The food
is my favorite, the sufganiyot, the
latkes, the gelt!” she said. “I think
I’m just really really in love with
that.” Y

Chanukah Sweaters are Now a Thing — and I Love Them 

Whoopi Goldberg designed a collection of
holidaythemed sweaters for Lord & Taylor.
(Twitter)

www.jpsonsardis.org


By Andrew SilowCarroll
Birmingham, England (JTA) 

If you think the United States
overdoes Christmas, you haven’t
been to London in December.

The main drags are a riot of
Christmas lights and gewgaws,
the pubs overflow with midday
revelers starting the week before
and the Christmas shopping is no
less intense at Selfridge’s and Pri
mark than it is at WalMart and
Macy’s.

And unlike the United States,
the country — including public
transportation and most attractions
 shuts down on Christmas Eve,
and even the day before that.

All of which leaves a Jewish
resident or visitor with two
choices: Happily indulge in all the
frenzy of the Dickensian holiday,
or get out of town.

The 3,000 or so Jews attending
the Limmud Conference in Birm
ingham chose the latter.

The weeklong festival of Jew
ish learning features hundreds of

classes taking place in a vast hotel
space, and discussion, study ses
sions and performances going on
into the night. I’ve described it as
a sort of Jewish Brigadoon, an in
tense shtetl that pops up once a
year in the British hinterlands
(sorry, Birmingham) and is seem
ingly over as soon as it begins.

The U.K. version is the flagship
of a largely volunteerrun network
that stages conferences in 84 com
munities in 44 countries. I’ve met
Limmud organizers here from
Chile, Russia, China, and at least
three big U.S. cities  New York,
Miami, and Seattle. It’s a crazily
heartening enterprise, allowing
one to imagine that if thousands
and thousands of Jews of all ages
and backgrounds and ideologies
all over the world can gather
under one roof to celebrate with
and learn from one another, things
can’t be all that bad.

Of course, nothing is as good as
it seems. Far fewer Orthodox Jews
than liberal and progressive Jews

attend Limmud, and hardly any
rabbis representing Britain’s dom
inant Orthodox United Syna
gogue, let alone its growing haredi
population, take part. It was big
news a few years ago when the
current chief rabbi, Ephraim
Mirvis, agreed to attend, and this
week he gave two wellreceived
presentations. His predecessor,
Jonathan Sacks, declined to take
part when he was chief rabbi, and
other Orthodox rabbis have com
plained that Limmud’s open door
policy lets in heretical ideas.

The irony, of course, is that in
a country in which Jews are less
than 1% of the population, some
build bridges, some put up walls,
and some have boundaries that
they won’t cross over.

In the new era of Brexit and
Trump, talk of walls and bridges
was prevalent throughout the
week. A full day of classes and
events was devoted to the U.K.
Jewish community’s role in relief
for refugees, including Afghans,

Syrians, and Yazidis. I was a
speaker at three sessions where
worried audiences wanted to
know more about Trump and his
threats to disengage from global
affairs and free trade. Liberal Jews
here are as aghast over Brexit and
their country’s retreat from Eu
rope as their counterparts in the
United States are over Trump.

Mirvis articulated the emerging
new world order in a lecture titled
“Inward or outward? Judaism in
our divided world.” The chief
rabbi insisted the new political
fault lines are not left versus right
or East versus West, but particular
versus universal. Trump, Brexit,
and the emergent European na
tionalists represent a tendency to
throw up walls when it comes to
immigration, trade, and culture.
The debate, Mirvis said, is ulti
mately about whether societies are
willing to embrace other cultures
and allow them to permeate their
own, thereby creating something
new.

Jews, meanwhile, have always
personified the struggle between
the particular and the universal. 

The Jewish way, he said, is to
“swim against the current” and
maintain distinctions by “doing
our own thing.” At the same time,
tradition enjoins us to engage with
the wider world, under the essen
tial Torah teaching that “every sin
gle human being is created in the
image of God.”

The impulse to reach out was
celebrated on a field trip Wednes
day to a mosque, church, and Sikh
temple in Birmingham’s famously
multicultural Lozells and Hand
worth neighborhoods. The Board
of Deputies, British Jewry’s rep
resentative body, arranged the trip
for about 15 Limmudniks. A local
interfaith council trains members
of faith communities as tour
guides and ambassadors.

At the vast Guru Nanak
Nishkam Sewak Jatha, or Sikh
temple complex, on Soho Road, a
volunteer, Ajit Singh, explained
the basics of a faith born in India
only 547 years ago and invited us
to hear their scripture being
chanted in the Gurudwara, or
main sanctuary. In the New Testa
ment Church of God, as sleek and
modern as a corporate auditorium,
Annette Robinson spoke of the Ja
maican immigrants who brought
their West Indian Pentacostalism
to the damp and chilly Midlands.
And at the imposing Lozells Cen
tral Mosque, a guide named Hus
sein spoke of the immigrants who
made Birmingham a center for
Pakistani and Muslim life in Eng
land. The region has some 1,000
mosques, he claimed; by contrast,
Birmingham has 2,000 Jews and
three main synagogues.

Each of the houses of worship
was a haven of calm in what
looked like a gritty part of town;
each of the guides spoke of the in
evitable racism and distrust they
have encountered as immigrant
communities and religious and
racial minorities. Each insisted
that religion was the answer, not
the cause, of what ails this “di
vided world.”

When asked, inevitably,
whether moderate Muslims have
done enough to denounce the ji
hadists, Hussein quietly deflected
the question.

“That’s why people like us are
so committed to building
bridges,” he said.

In his talk Monday, Mirvis also
spoke of bridges, saying voters in
Europe and the United States are
being given the choice between
“drawbridge up and drawbridge
down.” He suggested that political
leaders learn from the Jewish im
perative to cultivate one’s own
culture and distinctiveness while
learning to look outward.

But he also took aim at his own
community, and any Jewish com
munity, that includes exclusionists
who are only pious in the ways
they deal with each other.

“If your hesed (lovingkindness)
only extends to those within your
inner circle,” Mirvis said, para
phrasing the founder of the Gerer
Hasidic movement, “or God for
bid you are racist, that is a treif
[unkosher] way of life.”Y
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LEGACY
DONORS

Our gratitude and thanks to our precious Legacy Donors who have 
made a commitment to ensure the continued and expanded growth of 
our educational and enriching programs which are vital to the quality of 
Jewish life in the greater Charlotte region. The donors listed below have 
given permission to publicize their names with the hope of encouraging 
you to join them. We invite you to be part of this great heritage legacy. 
Please contact Rabbi Shlomo Cohen at 704-366-3984.

With thanks and appreciation,

Lubavitch of North Carolina and Congregation Ohr HaTorah

704.973.4544 • charlottejewishfoundation.org

To learn how you can create your own Jewish legacy, contact 
Phil Warshauer (704) 973-4544 or Nancy Kipnis (704) 973-4554.

A supporting organization of Foundation For The Carolinas

Anonymous (13)*

Susan and Benjamin Aizenman

Yvonne Amato

Bernard and Leah G. Amler

Alan and Madeline Aron

Robert Berman

David and Bonnie Bornstein

Barry H. Brodsky

Chaim and Hannah Hawkins Burke

David and Janice Cantor

Suly and Richard Chenkin

Aharon and Mintza Leah Cohen

Brian and Sonia Cohen

Rabbi Shlomo and Yiska Cohen

Steven and Ellen Block Englehardt

David and Aleen Epstein

Loren Leah Gelber

Goodlyn Gelper

Meg D. Goldstein and Matthew 

Luftglass

Ronald and Mary Kantor

Paula and Richard Klein

Lorrie and Barry Klemons Family

Elise and Jaime Kosofsky

Judy and Eric Laxer

Eric and Susan Lerner

Barbara and Jerry Levin

Elissa and Joshua Levine

Jennifer Monroe

Eva Nove

Gale Osborne

Nadine and Arthur Oudmayer

Debora and Ed Pizer

Dena and Michael Raffler

Fern T. Sanderson

Lisa and Fred Shporer

Sheldon and Randy Sperling

Philip and Lauren Stark

Mike and Andie Taylor

Harold and Cynthia Turtletaub

Debra and David Van Glish

Judie and Michael Van Glish

Maor and Amy Waizman

*Donors who wish to remain anonymous                              
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$2 OFF
Any Purchase 
of $10 or more

with this ad

Mike Sadri
Arboretum Shopping Center

7045415099
fax: 7045415989

Only 1 coupon per transaction.
Expires 1/31/18

“A SouthPark Tradition 
of Excellence”

Hampton Inn & Suites SouthPark at Phillips Place, 
Charlotte, NC  28210    7043195700

www.hamptonsouthpark.com

SouthPark at Phillips Place

Where Families 
Come Together

w Featuring 124 beautifully decorated guest

rooms and suites conveniently located 

in Phillips Place

w Complimentary amenities include: 

Hot breakfast, internet access,

transportation to Shalom Park

w Hospitality Suite  

w Great Room: Special rates available for

Friday night dinner

For more information, contact:
Erin.Dennis@hilton.com

Photo courtesy of ArtShots Photography 

DINING OUT, CATERING & HOSPITALITY
To  advertise, contact one of our 

sales representatives: 
Jodi Valenstein, 704-609-0950
Pam Garrison, 704-906-7034

Happy
Chanukah

RESIDENCE INN BY MARRIOTT® 
CHARLOTTE SOUTHPARK

6030 Piedmont Row Drive South  |  Charlotte, NC 28210 
T 704.554.7001  |  residenceinncharlotte.com

SPACE FOR THE MEMORIES
More space means more fun. At Residence Inn® we have suites with full kitchens, 

complimentary breakfast, wifi, swimming pools and space so that everyone in the family

can stay for the big events. It’s not a room, it’s a Residence.®

OFFER RATE:
Book 1014 rooms and receive a special rate of $119 for a Studio and 

receive a complimentary upgrade to a One Bedroom Suite.

Book 15+ rooms and receive a special rate of $109 for Studio Suites 
and receive an upgrade to a One Bedroom Suite.

Pick up 20+ rooms and you will receive a complimentary hospitality 
area for your group,

www.residenceinncharlotte.com
www.hamptonsouthpark.com
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Make Your Neighborhood School 

CJDS SETS THE STANDARD
FOR ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
BASED ON JEWISH BELIEFS

Now accepting
applications. 

Call or drop-in
for a tour.

704.366.4558 | CJDSchool.org

B”H

By Victor Wishna
(JTA) — What better time than

Chanukah to curl up with a good
book than when the weather out
side is frightful, but the latkes are
so delightful?

So, in the spirit of Chanukah,
whether you’re looking to rededi
cate yourself to literature or just
find the right gift (or eight) for a
favorite fervent reader, here is the
only wish list you need. 

You’re welcome.

The Bed Moved (Knopf) 
By Rebecca Schiff

Sex and death? Just two of the
topics that Schiff explores with
wit and warmth in what the New
York Times Book Review has
called a “stellar” debut short story
collection that reads like “an Amy
Schumer sketch as chewed up by
Andrea Dworkin.” Twentythree
pithy selections overflow with
Schiff’s fictionalized, millennial
observations and sometimes pain
induced humor from situations as
diverse as geology camp, a “cloth
ing optional resort,” a funeral, and
an old bat mitzvah video — not to
mention more than one reflection

on what it means to be “Jewish
ish.”

Flying Couch: A Graphic Mem
oir (Black Balloon Publishing) 
By Amy Kurzweil

Another debut — this one with
illustrations and plenty of heart.
With words and images, Kurzweil
weaves her own comingofage
asanartist tale into the stories of
her psychologist mother and her
grandmother, a survivor who es
caped from the Warsaw Ghetto.
What results are portraits — liter
ally — of three remarkable and
very different women linked by a
common legacy. As Holocaust lit
erature goes, this is a bold and cre
ative addition to the cannon, as
well as an original reflection on
the power of memory and the
meaning of family.
Judas (Houghton Mifflin Har
court) 
By Amos Oz, Translated by
Nicholas de Lange

The newest novel from the 77
yearold icon of Israeli literature
provocatively revisits the story of

the Crucifixion in a way that re
moves the stain from the title
character and embeds within it a
mid20th century narrative about
a young Bible scholar. Oz’s prose,
as captured in English by de
Lange, illuminates an exquisite
comingofage romance that also
manages to comment on the ori
gins of Zionism, the perception of
the Israeli left, and what it truly
means to be a traitor.

Moonglow (Harper Books) 
By Michael Chabon

Inspired by his own grandfa
ther’s deathbed recollections and

confessions, the bestselling au
thor of Telegraph Avenue has
crafted what the book’s own blurb
touts as “a work of fictional non
fiction, an autobiography wrapped
in a novel disguised as a memoir.”
Via the narrator — a fictionalized
version of himself — Chabon pro
pels readers from the prewar Jew
ish slums of South Philadelphia
through the darkness and light of
a rapidly advancing 20thcentury
America. It’s a meticulously re
searched but completely imagined
tale that is ultimately about the
power and danger of keeping se
crets and telling lies.

My Own Words (Simon &
Schuster) 
By Ruth Bader Ginsburg, with
Mary Hartnett and Wendy W.
Williams

Long before she became “The
Notorious RBG,” Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg was a relentless
legal trailblazer. My Own Words is
a collection of writings and
speeches — dating all the way
back to eighth grade — by the first
Jewish woman appointed to the

Supreme Court (in 1993), and in
cludes her thoughts on everything
from gender equality and her Jew
ish identity to her relationship
with her colleagues and passion
for opera. Ginsburg penned a new
foreword for the book, and each
chapter is introduced by her offi
cial biographers, Hartnett and
Williams — whose own volume
won’t be released until after Gins
burg leaves the court.

The Resistible Rise of Benjamin
Netanyahu (Bloomsbury USA) 
By Neill Lochery

Lochery, a professor of Middle
Eastern and Mediterranean studies
at University College London, of
fers the first booklength profile in
English of Israel’s current and po
tentially longestserving prime
minister — if he can hold out until
2018, that is. If there is a central
premise to the narrative that traces
Netanyahu’s career and the issues
he has confronted, it’s that his
often polarizing leadership is
marked not by successes but by

Eight Books for Eight Nights of Chanukah

(Continued on next page)

www.cjdschool.org
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survival. Based on 25 years of re
search and reporting, the book
also examines how the nonstop
news cycle has transformed Is
raeli politics, how the U.S. role
has changed in the Middle East —
and the critical part the telegenic,
Americanized Bibi has played in
it all.

The Undoing Project (W.W.
Norton & Company) 
By Michael Lewis

We human beings like to trust
our gut. But thanks to the research
of Israeli psychologists Daniel
Kahneman and Amos Tversky,
our assumptions about our deci
sionmaking processes in uncer
tain situations have been radically
undone, changing how we think
about how we think. 

Kahneman and Tversky’s work
gave rise to the field of behavioral
economics, advances in medicine
and new approaches to govern
ment regulation. Lewis — the
bestselling author of Moneyball,
The Blind Side and The Big Short,
among others — chronicles the

remarkable relationship of these
two remarkable men, a story that
rises from the ranks of the Israeli
military to the highest echelons of
American academia.

The Waiting Room (Harper
Perennial) 
By Leah Kaminsky

Yet another spectacular fiction
debut: Kaminsky’s first novel re
lates a notsotypical day in the
life of a young Australiaborn Is
raeli doctor named Dina, the
daughter of two Holocaust sur
vivors whose ghosts have, it
seems, passed their trauma onto
her. What unfolds is a moving
psychodrama, as Dina finds her
self caught between the horrors of
the past, the threats of imminent
terror attacks on supposedly safe
Haifa, the pressures of profes
sional medicine and the uncertain
future that faces her family, in
cluding a young son and a daugh
ter on the way. Yes, all in one
day.Y

Eight Books for Eight Nights
(Continued from previous page)

By Ronnie Fein 
(The Nosher via JTA)  My

mother was a firstclass baker, and
there were always homemade
goodies for dessert at our house.
So when I went away to college
and needed a nosh to remind me
of home, I went to a nearby bak
ery for a little something. 

It was mostly good: Chinese
cookies, hamantaschen, babka.
But the kichels? Not so much. Not
only were my mother’s kichels
world class and nearly
impossible to top, but
what the bakery called
kichel wasn’t at all what
I was used to. 

Bakery kichels, as I
learned, are thick, bow
tieshaped pastries that
are sometimes sprinkled
with sugar. They can be
crumbly and dry, or hard
and dry, depending on
the bakery. They are the
kind of cookie a kid, es
pecially one who’s
homesick, would never
choose. Especially a kid
whose mother made
worldclass kichels. 

Here’s why my mom’s
kichels were so amazing: They
were soft and crispy at the same
time, and they would melt in your
mouth before you even had a
chance to chew or even realize
they were on your tongue. They
were paper thin but developed air

bubbles that were fun to pop with
my front teeth, especially because
a feathery dusting of confection
ers’ sugar would fall from the top
of the bubble into the crevice and
give a faint but definite sweet to
all parts. 

We didn’t need milk to dunk
and soften these kichels. They
were as light as a helium balloon;
fried (it is Chanukah, after all) but
never greasy, sugar sprinkled but
never cloying. 

The big trick for fabulous
kichels is rolling the dough as thin
as possible. It takes some time and
patience, but the result — crispy,
puffy, delightfully light cookies
with just a sprinkle of sifted con
fectioners’ sugar — is so worth it. 

Ingredients: 
1 c. allpurpose flour 
1/8 t. salt 
2 lg. eggs, beaten 
1/4 t. white vinegar 
Vegetable oil for deep frying 
Confectioners’ sugar 

Directions: 
Place the flour and salt in a

bowl. Add the beaten eggs and
vinegar and mix thoroughly till a
smooth dough has formed (you

can use an electric mixer
or food processor). Let the
dough rest, covered with
plastic wrap, for at least 30
min. Roll out portions of
the dough on a lightly
floured surface till the
dough is very thin, almost
like paper. Cut the dough
into squares or rectangles
or odd shapes. Heat about
2” vegetable oil in a deep
saute pan (or use a deep
fryer) over med.high heat
till the oil reaches about
375 degrees (a bread
crumb or tiny piece of
dough will sizzle quickly
when you drop it into the
oil). Drop the cutouts, a

few at a time, into the oil (they
will puff up) and cook briefly on
both sides till they are crispy and
faintly browned. Drain on paper
towels. Sift confectioners’ sugar
on top. Makes 30. Y

Jewish Bow Tie Cookies: An Old World
Treat of Fried Dough 

www.charlottejewishpreschool.org
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