
OPPORTUNITY  GROWS HERE.



Welcome to Tisdale. Our fresh air, clean water, rich soil and 
wide open spaces provide the perfect backdrop to a great place 
to call home. We’re growing economically and thriving as an 
entrepreneurial industrial hub, but we’re never too busy to stop for 
coffee and conversation. 

Come enjoy our exciting new eateries and shops, a full complement  
of big city services and amenities, an active nightlife, recreational  
facilities, cultural institutions, historical museum, and nature trails 
with abundant lakes and outdoor spaces nearby. Our people are 
as diverse as our landscape – industrious, innovative and friendly.  
Young and old, contemporary or traditional, more people, families 
and businesses are joining our growing community. Pause, 
take a deep breath, and open your eyes to endless opportunity. 

A GREAT PLACE TO INVEST, WORK, PLAY AND RAISE A FAMILY.



Why Tisdale?
A thriving town in Saskatchewan’s heartland with a 
powerhouse agricultural sector, established manufacturing 
base and regional transportation infrastructure. A 
growing population – 4,700 in town and surrounding rural 
municipality, 30,000 within a 60 kilometre drive and over 
475,000 within a two-hour drive.

•	 Skilled	workforce
•	 Excellent	job	tenure
•	 Excellent	quality	of	life	
•	 Low	taxes
•	 Low	land	prices
•	 Available	land	for	industrial	&	commercial	development
•	 New	fully	serviced	industrial	park
•	 Excellent	infrastructure
•	 Generous	business	and	investment	incentives
•	 Fresh	air,	clean	water,	rich	soil	&	wide	open	spaces

Business-Friendly Environment
Tisdale is a business-friendly community that offers a range 
of municipal, provincial and federal incentive programs. 
There’s room to grow here – land prices are low and land is 
available for industrial and commercial development. The 
new, fully serviced industrial park is expanding the town’s 
capacity, diversifying the established retail and industrial 
service base.

Agricultural Powerhouse
Tisdale is located in the heart of Saskatchewan’s agricultural 
heartland. Area farmers are among Canada’s leading 
producers of cereal grains (wheat, barley, oats, rye), oilseeds 
(canola, flax) and pulse crops (lentils, peas).

Tisdale is the largest grain collection centre in Saskatchewan 
– 6 inland terminals located near town handle over 3.5 million 
tons of grain, pulse and specialty crops destined for export 
markets every year. 

A skilled labour pool –13% of working age 

adults in Tisdale have trades certification, 

29% have a college/technical diploma and 

19% have a university degree.
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Manufacturing Base
Agriculture breeds innovation, and innovation is the 
foundation of Tisdale’s success as a regional manufacturing 
base. Tisdale is home to internationally known 
manufacturers of grain and fuel storage, road building 
and	maintenance	equipment,	farm	implement	and	heavy	
equipment	sales	and	service.	The	supporting	services	
are all based here – construction, excavation, machining, 
fabrication,	truck	&	transport,	welding	and	more.

Grow or Locate Your  
Business in Tisdale
Tisdale offers companies looking to expand and grow 
their business a proactive tax environment, incentives and 
room to grow. Our established infrastructure and services 
are well-suited to businesses involved in agriculture, 
advanced	manufacturing,	industry	&	business	services,	
transportation,	distribution	&	warehousing	and	value-
added food processing. 

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION HUB 
Road – Tisdale’s strategic location at the intersection of 
Highways 3 and 35 provides north-south and east-west 
access to major markets. Traffic volumes currently surpass 
9,000 vehicles a day. 
Rail – Both national railways operate branch lines out 
of Tisdale: Canadian National (CN) Tisdale and Canadian 
Pacific (CP) Tisdale connect local business to international 
markets. 
Air – Tisdale’s community airport serves a large 
surrounding area. It has one paved 3,000-foot runway, one 
grass runway and a helipad.

A GREAT PLACE TO INVEST.



“It’s a relaxed pace, no rush hour, no 

rat race. There’s time and space to 

enjoy the good life – raise a family, 

build a business, become part of the  

community.” 

A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE.
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Between 1891 and 1911, immigration 

was responsible for Saskatchewan’s  

population growing by 1,125%.

A pioneer work ethic
Tisdale’s roots run deep. Aboriginal peoples – Canada’s  
First Nations – have hunted, fished and traded in the area for 
thousands of years. European explorers arrived in the 1600s 
and for 250 years, the fur trade flourished across the remote 
reaches of the northwest territory. As the fur trade declined, 
settlement increased. 

What began as a trickle of people in the late 1890s became 
a flood as the construction of railroads opened the door to 
immigration and investment. In 1901, Saskatchewan’s census 
population was just over 91,000; ten years later, it was nearly 
half a million (492,000), and ten years after that it was over 
three-quarters	of	a	million	(757,500).	

Many settlers chose the east central corner of the province, 
a sprawling expanse of mixed parkland and forest. A tiny 
settlement was established on the banks of the winding 

Doghide River in 1902. Two years later, the railway arrived  
and little Doghide was officially named Tisdale (in honor of  
a railway employee). 

As more people arrived, more acres were cleared and brought 
into cultivation. The land was fertile, ideal grain growing 
country. The “black soil zone” has since proven extremely 
versatile, allowing area farmers to diversify from cereals into 
oilseeds, pulses, forage and specialty crops. 

A new century
The pioneer work ethic continues to define Tisdale’s future. 
On the 100th anniversary of its founding, a second wave of 
immigration began to transform the town. English remains 
the dominant language, but you can also hear more than 
16 other languages, from Cree and French, to Ukrainian, 
Russian, German, Tagalog and Chinese. 

PEOPLE
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The town’s progressive, business-friendly focus is evident in 
the elected municipal government and in residents. Local 
entrepreneurs are building on the area’s strong agricultural 
and manufacturing base to create their own success. 
The average annual household income is $75,000 – but 
residents’ dollars stretch farther than in a larger city, thanks 
to more affordable housing, lower cost of living, excellent 
public health and education systems and first class 
recreation amenities.

POPULATION  
AT A GLANCE 

•		Tisdale’s	vibrant	lifestyle	is	reflected	in	its	balanced	population	
– half of residents are working age adults (20 to 64 years), while 
approximately	a	quarter	are	children	&	youth	(0	to	19	years)	and	
elders (65 years plus).

•		Tisdale’s	workforce	(ages	25-64)	is	well-educated	–	61%	have	
post-secondary training or education, including 13% with a 
skilled trade, 19% with a university degree and 29% with a 
college certificate or diploma.

Tisdale is a growing, young community 
where 51% of families have pre-school 
and school-age children at home.

*   Other Ukrainian
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•		History	is	repeating	itself,	as	newcomers	from	around	the	world	
come to Saskatchewan in search of opportunity and room to 
grow. Many have chosen Tisdale as their new home – evident in 
the many different languages spoken in the region. 

Other,	10%	

English,	90%	

2is34le	5678l496n	:;	<4in	=4ng84ge	

Other, 10%English, 90%

Tisdale Population by Main Language

0	to	19	years,	22%	 20	to	64	years,	50%	

65+	years,	28%	

45s6a7e	8o9:7a;o<	=y	>?e	

No	post-secondary,	
11%	

High	school,	29%	

Skilled	trades	
cer;<ca;on,	1=%	

>ollege	cer;<cate?
diploma,	28%	

University	degree,	
19%	

Disdale	EopFla;on	Gy	HdFca;on	



6     I N V E S T  T I S D A L E _ O P P O R T U N I T Y  G R O W S  H E R E

Cumberland College in Tisdale offers 

free adult English language classes to a 

growing immigrant population.

Life is good
Quality of life means many things. In Tisdale, it’s affordable 
housing, great neighbourhoods, excellent schools and 
health care. It’s year-round indoor and outdoor leisure 
amenities. It’s a relaxed pace, no rush hour, no rat race. 
There’s time and space to enjoy the good life – raise a  
family, build a business, become part of the community.

Everything You Need
Access	to	quality	education	is	part	of	our	heritage	in	
Saskatchewan. Tisdale has two public schools – Tisdale 
Elementary School, where approximately 350 children attend 
pre-kindergarten	through	Grade	5,	and	Tisdale	Middle	&	
Secondary	School,	where	approximately	450	children	&	
youth attend Grade 6 through Grade 12. Excellent student-
to-teacher ratios, comprehensive curriculum, extracurricular 
activities, scholarships and leadership opportunities help 
students grow into lifelong learners and engaged citizens. 

Cumberland College offers a wide range of post-secondary 
training and education options. Students can take their first 
1–2	years	of	university	here,	everything	from	arts	&	sciences	
to pre-medicine. They are even options for completing 
online bachelor and master degree programs. Training in the 
skilled trades, certificate and diploma programs in business, 
computers,	nursing	&	early	childhood	education,	professional	
development courses, employment readiness, high school 
upgrading, personal interest – all are available here. 

Saskatchewan pioneered Canada’s public health system – a 
system now used as a model by countries around the world. 
Services are organized by region, and Tisdale is a major service 
centre in the Kelsey Trail Health Region. Amenities include a 24-
bed regional hospital, long-term care facility and community 
Healthplex. The Healthplex brings a variety of services together 
under one roof: walk-in medical clinic, optometrist, dental 
health clinic, chiropractic and massage therapy. 

COMMUNIT Y



•		The	dream	of	home	ownership	is	alive	and	well	in	Tisdale.	
Compare the average cost of a mid-level home in Saskatoon 
(Saskatchewan’s largest city) at $339,520 to the average cost of 
the same home in Tisdale, just two hours east, at $224,685. Real 
estate dollars go farther in Tisdale.

	•		Approximately	73%	of	Tisdale	residents	are	home	owners	who	are	
building	equity	and	future	security.	The	large	majority	(73%)	live	
in single detached homes. Other housing choices include semi-
detached duplexes and townhomes, condominiums and rental 
suites in large and small apartment blocks.

•		Tisdale’s	population	density	(number	of	people	per	square	
kilometer) proves there still are places in the world where you 
can	breathe	and	enjoy	a	quiet,	laid-back	life	in	a	safe,	friendly,	
connected community.

Tisdale is a safe, friendly community with excellent police, fire 
and EMS services. The town’s crime rate is one of the lowest 
in the northeast region. Policing is provided by the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP), Canada’s historic national 
police force. Other town services include accommodations, 
restaurants, banking, utilities, pharmacies, personal and 
professional services, real estate, grocery and retail shopping.

Let’s play
Tisdale residents love the laid-back lifestyle – the close-knit 
neighbourhoods, local shops and services, no traffic jams and 
easy access to everything. As a regional service hub, Tisdale 
packs in a lot of amenities. From the small town ambiance 
of the Falkon movie theatre, to the historic collections in the 
Tisdale	&	District	Museum,	to	first-rate	leisure	facilities,	there’s	
room to play in Tisdale.

Everything You Want
•  Tisdale RECplex  –  The RECplex is THE gathering place for 
arts	&	leisure	activities.	The	joint	use	facility	not	only	houses	
the high school, community college and Tisdale Community 
Library, it has a performance theatre, large indoor arena 
(home of the AAA Midget Hockey League’s Tisdale Trojans), 
six sheet curling rink with lounge, a 30-yard small bore 
shooting and archery range, a large auditorium/gymnasium 
with	a	fully	equipped	kitchen	(great	for	hosting	large	
events), as well as conference facilities and meeting rooms. 
Outdoor amenities include an outdoor rink, tennis courts, 
ball diamonds, football and soccer fields.

ROOM TO  DREAM

Population Density (people/sq.km.)

Average House Prices

 Saskatoon Tisdale  Regina

Single	detached	
home,	73%	

Small	apartment	
building,	12%	
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Large	apartment	
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Other,	4%	

Home	Ownership	
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Small apartment
building,12%
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home,7%

Large apartment
building, 4%

Other, 4%

Home Ownership

	$339,520		

	$224,685		
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•	 Aquatic Centre  – Next door to the RECplex, this outdoor 
facility is open all summer long. The six-lane pool has a 
one-metre diving board, zero-entry beach area and large 
whirlpool, plus change rooms and concession. The pool 
uses a solar power heating system. Programs include 
learn	to	swim	lessons,	lane	swims,	aquacize,	public	&	
family swims and private rentals. 

•	 Doghide River Trail  –  A beautiful four-season walking, 
cycling and cross-country ski trail in Kinsmen McKay Park. 
The 2 km trail winds along the Doghide River through a 
natural wetland with trout pond, observation deck and 
boardwalk, flower beds, rose pathway and sheltered 
gazebo overlooking the river.

•		Riverside Golf Course  –  Challenging nine-hole course 
overlooking the Doghide River, with gorgeous scenery, 
grass greens, tight fairways and water in play over much 
of the course. Bring your “A” game to post a great score or 
just bring your friends for a great round and then relax on 
the clubhouse deck. Amenities include a driving range, 
putting green, cart and club rentals, pro shop, clubhouse 
with licensed lounge and luncheon area.

•	 Tisdale Lions Campground  –  Conveniently located 
next to Kinsmen McKay Park and the golf course, 
the campground features spacious pull-through RV 
and tenting sites, basic (non-electric) to full hook-up. 
Amenities	include	a	concession/fast	food,	shower	&	
washroom facilities, wheelchair accessible facilities, 
picnic tables, firepits, and group camping. It’s pet-friendly 
and within walking distance to downtown shops and 
restaurants.

•		Tisdale & District Museum  –  Get a sense of life in a 
pioneer era settlement with a stroll through the Doghide 
River Village – see the old fire hall, log barn, general store, 
blacksmith shop, one-room school, 1920 Pearce House, 
church and more. The Station House, a replica of the old 
railway station, is home to a display on local bee farming. 
The	Heritage	Centre	houses	the	Dagg	family	antique	 
car collection.

•  Jones Wildlife Sanctuary Trails  –  A short 6.4 km 
drive southwest of Tisdale on Hwy 3 West, these self-
guided trails through wetland habitat offer excellent 
bird and waterfowl watching. Pick up a trail brochure 
at the Tisdale Museum. 1999 recipient of the Canadian 
Wildlife Federation’s Doug Clarke Memorial Award for top 
conservation project in Canada.



Claim to fame – Tisdale is the home

town of Brent Butt, comedian, actor, 

writer and star of the hit Canadian TV 

series Corner Gas.
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Tisdale’s low taxes, low land prices, access to 

industrial	 infrastructure,	 high	 quality	 of	 life	

and affordable living = one of  Canada’s most 

attractive investment locations.

A manufacturing base
Tisdale is a progressive community with a business friendly 
environment. An entrepreneurial spirit, aggressive incentive 
programs and clear business attraction strategy have seen 
Tisdale attract investment capital from around the world. 
The town’s office of economic development continues to 
focus on foreign direct investment to help grow the local 
economy. Target industries are agriculture, value added 
food	processing	&	products,	advanced	manufacturing,	
industrial	&	business	services,	and	transportation,	
distribution	&	warehousing.

The town’s strategic location at the junction of two 
highways and two rail lines – in the heart of the province’s 
most productive agricultural area – provides a solid 
foundation for local industry. Tisdale businesses and 
industries enjoy access to major North American trade 
corridors.

Land for Industrial & Commercial Development
•	5	acres	(2	hectares)	at	junction	of	Hwys	3	and	35
•	25	acres	(10	hectares)	in	Tisdale	Business	Park
•	40	acres	(16	hectares)	along	Hwy	35
•	150	acres	(60	hectares)	ideal	for	industrial	development
•	Access	to	industrial	infrastructure	–	gas,	power,	water

Attractive Incentive Programs
•	New	industrial/commercial	incentives
•	Existing	industrial/commercial	expansion	incentives
•	Customized	incentive	packages
•		Access	to	federal	&	provincial	programs	through	 

Invest Tisdale

Single Point of Contact for Investors
Invest Tisdale is a single point of contact for investors 
seeking to locate or grow their business in Tisdale.  

We help businesses innovate and compete in today’s fast-
paced, ever-changing economy. We open doors by offering: 

INDUSTRY



Located in northeast Saskatchewan, 

Tisdale is a major agricultural hub that 

exports agriculture products worldwide.

•	Assistance	accessing	provincial	and	federal	programs
•	Liaison	with	provincial	and	federal	partners
•	Investor	partnering	assistance
•	Personal	care	in	the	provision	of	turnkey	services
•	Recruitment	assistance	and	immigration	services
•		Sourcing	of	realtors,	developers,	contractors,	shippers	 

and utilities

You’re in good company
Tisdale has a strong manufacturing foundation. Major 
players	include	Westeel,	a	leading	manufacturer	of	liquid	
storage tanks and currently the largest manufacturer of 
ULC approved fuel tanks in Canada. Capital I industries is a 
leading manufacturer of road building and maintenance 
equipment,	and	works	collaboratively	with	Irving’s	Machine	
Repair to provide fabrication and general repairs, hydraulic 
cylinder manufacture and repair and A-line boring services.

Finning, the world’s largest CAT dealer, offers everything 
from	fork	lifts	to	heavy	equipment	rentals.	John	Bob	
Farm	Equipment	offers	new	and	used	agricultural	and	
forestry	equipment.	Both	companies	provide	sales	and	
onsite service, both are located on Hwy 3. Tisdale is home 
to a range of support services – construction, excavation, 
machining,	fabrication,	truck	&	transport,	welding	and	
more. It is also the only location in the northeast where 
businesses can get specialized services, such as electric 
motor and diesel engine repair.

Agencies & Supports
•		Newsask Community Futures: Provides economic 

development and specialized services to entrepreneurs 
through business counseling, loan programs and business 
information. cfsask.ca/newsask

•		Northeast Newcomer Services: A welcome 
centre for newcomers to the Tisdale area, offering 
information, resources and referral services. 
northeastnewcomerservices.com

•		Farm Credit Canada (FCC): Canada’s leading agriculture 
lender, with a healthy loan portfolio of more than $28 
billion. The Tisdale office serves the northeast region, 
providing flexible, competitively priced financing, 
management software, information and knowledge 
specifically designed for the agriculture and agri-food 
industry. fcc-fac.ca/en/about-fcc

•		Saskatchewan Agriculture, Tisdale Regional Office: 
Provides agriculture producers and industry in north east 
Saskatchewan access to Ministry staff, information and 
resources. The team includes regional specialists in crops, 
forage, livestock and farm business management. 
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The Global Transportation Hub (GTH) is  
Canada’s only self-governing inland port 
authority offering reliable transportation to 
move products from truck to train to ship.  
Tisdale, Saskatchewan is proud to partner 
with the GTH and help connect the world to 
Tisdale’s rich agricultural resources.

Breaking down barriers
The GTH is the only self-governing inland port in North 
America offering easy shipping access to markets across 
the continent and around the world. Companies need a 
home that recognizes the opportunities and challenges in 
breaking new ground, smoothing regulatory hurdles and 
making long-term growth an achievable dream. Through 
affordable land and purpose-built infrastructure, we are 
exploring new ways to create value by bringing together 
partners in agriculture, transportation and industry.

Strategically located at the heart of North American trade 
routes, the GTH is also Saskatchewan’s only Foreign Trade 
Zone (FTZ), giving investors single-window access to 

Canada’s duty and tax relief programs including:

•	Duty deferral: duties are waived up front or rebated later
•		Sales tax relief: exemption from federal and provincial 

sales tax
•		Exporters of processing services: relieves participants 

of obligation to pay federal and provincial sales tax on 
imports belonging to non-residents
•		Export distribution centre: imported goods processed 

to add limited value before exporting exempt from federal 
and provincial taxes
•	 Customs bonded warehouse: sales tax and duty-free 

storage/distribution facilities

GLOBAL TRANSPORTATION HUB
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Tisdale is connected to  
Canada’s Premier Inland Port

TISDALE
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Centrally located between Canada’s 

largest sea ports, the GTH is ideal for 

companies	 requiring	 quick	 turnaround	

and efficient transportation to markets 

across the globe. 

A place to grow
Like the GTH, Tisdale is exploring new partnerships in the 
global agri-food supply chain. We are the largest grain 
collection centre in Saskatchewan, and a major hub for 
pulse and specialty crops. Our location within a three-
hour drive of the GTH gives processors access to key food 
ingredients fresh from the field.

GTH Benefits 
•		Direct	access	to	CP	Rail’s	intermodal	facility	and	 

worldwide container system
•		Efficient	infrastructure	designed	to	meet	the	needs	of	

heavy-haul transportation and logistics operations
•		Logistics	community	made	up	of	long	and	short	haul	

transport companies, processing, warehousing and 
distribution businesses
•		Ready-to-develop	greenfield	land	close	to	the	world’s	
most	reliable	supply	of	high-quality	grains,	oilseeds,	pulses	
and livestock
•		Reliable,	affordable	utilities	(including	access	to	 
high-quality	municipal	water)
•			Relationships	with	industry-leading	research	facilities	and	

agriculture groups
•		Some	of	the	most	competitively-priced	industrial	land	in	

western Canada
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In 2017, Saskatchewan exported $13.6 billion 

in agricultural products to countries around 

the world. That included $3.6 B in canola 

seed, $1.7 B in canola oil, $1.2 B in lentils,  

$1.2 B in durum and $1 B in dry peas. 

Saskatchewan is #1
Tisdale is located in the agricultural heartland of 
Saskatchewan, the world’s leading exporter of lentils,  
peas, canola, oats and durum wheat. Last year, our province 
exported agricultural products to markets around the  
world, including a dozen markets with more than $200 
million in sales.

40% of Canada’s 
farmland
Saskatchewan is feeding the world. Our province has 
18.9 million hectares of cultivated farmland—that’s more 
than 40% of Canada’s total farmland. This vast, productive 
land base is supported by an extensive transportation 
infrastructure and irrigation capacity, as well as a 
collaborative approach to crop development research. 
Opportunities in food, crop and beverage processing are 
as wide as our prairie sky. There is tremendous potential 
for pulse processing, as well as strong potential in meat 
processing and slaughtering, grain-based products, organic 
food, animal feeds and functional foods.

AGRI-VALUE ADVANTAGE

Tisdale is part of Saskatchewan’s
Agri-value Advantage

Value of Saskatchewan’s 2017 Agri-food Exports (in $ billions)

 Lentils Dry Peas Canola Seed Canola Oil Canola Meal Oats Durum 

 

$1.2
$1.0

$3.6

$1.7

$0.7
$0.3

$1.2
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Tisdale is a major contributor to 

Saskatchewan’s international reputation 

for	 consistently	 supplying	 high-quality	

food and ingredients. 

Competitive 
environment
•		10%	refundable	tax	credit	for	research	&	 

development expenditures
•		6%	provincial	sales	tax	–	the	lowest	rate	of	all	 

provinces with a sales tax
•		6%	refundable	investment	tax	credit	on	manufacturing	
and	processing	equipment
•		2%	small	business	tax	for	Canadian-controlled	 

private corporations
•		Corporate	income	tax	rate	as	low	as	10%	on	

manufacturing and processing profits – one of the  
lowest in Canada
•		No	corporate	capital	tax	for	general	corporations
•		No	health	premiums	levied
•		No	payroll	tax
•		Provincial	tax	exemptions	for	eligible	machinery,	
equipment	and	materials	used	in	the	 
manufacturing process
•		Tax	incentives	for	innovation,	value-added	 

processing and manufacturing hiring 

Invest in Saskatchewan
The Saskatchewan Commercial Innovation Incentive (SCII) 
is the first “patent box” style incentive of its kind in North 
America. Eligible corporations can reduce their provincial 
corporate income tax rate to 6% for a period of either  
10 or 15 consecutive years.

The Saskatchewan Value-Added Agriculture Incentive (SVAI) 
provides a 15% non-refundable and non-transferable tax 
credit for new or existing value-added agriculture facilities 
that make a minimum capital investment of $10 million to 
expand productive capacity.

The Manufacturing and Processing Exporter Tax Incentive 
provides non-refundable tax credits to eligible corporations 
that	expand	the	number	of	M&P-related	full-time	
employees above the number employed in 2014.
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Saskatchewan is one of Canada’s top  

agri-food exporters. Over the last decade, 

the province has export over $110 billion 

in agricultural sector goods to countries 

around the world.

Canada’s best producers
Saskatchewan is one of the most diversified agricultural 
producers in the world, and the land around Tisdale reflects 
this	diversity.	Year	after	year,	producers	deliver	high	quality	
cereals (wheat, durum, oats, barley, rye), oilseeds (canola, 
flax), pulse crops (lentils, peas), forage and specialty crops 
(canary seed, faba bean, hemp). 

Crop diversification combined with vast stretches of fertile 
land, advanced farming technologies and sustainable 
farming practices makes Saskatchewan Canada’s leading 
agri-food exporting province. In 2016, the province 
exported $14.4 billion in agricultural sector goods to 
countries around the world. Top 5 export markets are 
the	United	States,	China,	India,	Japan	and	Mexico.	But	
Saskatchewan agricultural products are exported to nearly 
two dozen other countries around the world as well.

Sustainable Production
The Tisdale area has a long history of successful crop 
production. It is a major producer in all three categories – 
cereals, oilseeds and pulse crops. The community’s central 
location in Saskatchewan’s agricultural heartland, its grain 
handling and crop processing facilities and its regional road 
&	rail	transportation	infrastructure	have	made	the	town	a	
focal point for agriculture.

Producers in the Tisdale area know how to make good 
use of the short but intense growing season. They are 
well-educated, innovative and tech-savvy. They were early 
adopters of GPS technology and continue to put advanced 
technology to work in their fields. Many are farming land 
settled by their great, great grandparents in the early 1900s. 

Many area farmers are graduates of the University of 
Saskatchewan’s highly regarded College of Agriculture and 
Bioresources. They use their degrees and their expertise 

AGRICULTURE



•		Global	population	growth,	rising	incomes	in	developing	countries,	
ongoing urbanization – all are driving growing demand for food. The 
UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) estimates that agricultural 
production must increase 60% by 2050 to meet growing demand.
•		Increasing	per	capita	incomes	are	driving	increases	in	meat	

consumption. Over the next 10 years, world meat consumption 
(poultry, beef, veal and pork) is projected to grow 1.6% every year. 
Increased meat consumption, in turn, drives increased demand for 
high protein feed – cereals and oilseeds. 
•		In	response	to	growing	global	demand,	Saskatchewan’s	agri-food	

exports have doubled and then doubled again over the last 10 years. 
Agri-food exports (cereals, oilseeds, pulses and live cattle) hit a record 
high in 2015.

to produce safe, sustainable crops for food, feed, fuels and 
pharmaceuticals. The result is a diversified crop base, high 
quality,	high	yield	crops,	and	sustainable	dryland	farming	
practices that ensure the land is healthy and productive for 
future generations.

A Grain Handling Hub
Tisdale is the largest grain collection centre in Saskatchewan. 
North America’s leading grain handling companies all operate 
here. There are 6 inland terminals–Viterra Valparaiso and 
Viterra	Tisdale,	Richardson	Pioneer,	Louis	Dreyfus,	Parrish	&	
Heimbecker and The Scoular Company. Together, they handle 
approximately 3.5 million tons of grain and process up to 
100,000 metric tonnes of pulse and specialty crops a year. This 
makes Tisdale a regional destination for cereal, oilseed, pulse 
crop and specialty producers.

FOOD FOR A  
GROWING  WORLD

“A farmer in 1900 produced enough food 

to feed 10 people, but today’s average 

farmer feeds more than 120.”

Saskatchewan Agri-Food Exports, 2005-2015 (CDN$ Billions)

 2005 2006  2007 2008 2009  2010  2011  2012  2013  2014  2015 2016

	$3.7		
	$4.9		

	$6.4		

	$9.3		 	$8.3		 	$8.3		
	$10.2		 	$11.1		 	$11.7		

	$13.0		
	$15.1		 	$14.4		

2005	 2006	 2007	 2008	 2009	 2010	 2011	 2012	 2013	 2014	 2015	 2016	

Saskatchewan	Agri-Food	Exports,	2005-2016	(CDN$	Billions)	
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In 2016, the world relied on  
Saskatchewan for … 

• 66% of canary seed exports

 • 62% of lentil exports

 • 45% of pea exports

• 34% of oat exports

• 32% of durum exports

• 30% of canola meal exports

• 28% of flaxseed exports

• 24% of canola seed exports

• 21% of canola oil exports

    T ISDALE CROPS – A CLOSER LOOK.



Cereal crops are members of the grass family grown for their  

edible starchy seeds. Saskatchewan is an important producer of cereal crops,  

including wheat, barley, oats and rye. 

Oilseed crops are grown primarily for the oil contained in the seeds. The oil  

content of grains such as wheat is only 1-2%, compared to about 40% for canola.

Pulse crops are members of the family Leguminosae or Fabaceae 

such as peas and lentils. They are low carbon, water-efficient crops that enrich the 

soil where they are grown.

Specialty crops add value to Saskatchewan’s agriculture sector. From honey  

to canary seed, alfalfa to faba beans, specialty crops showcase the province’s  

remarkable agricultural diversity.

SPECIALTY CROPS

PULSES

OILSEEDS

CEREALS
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Cereals – wheat, durum, oats, barley – are some of the world’s 
most important food sources. Demand is growing, especially in 
developing countries where increasing income is leading to more 
diverse diets and increased meat consumption. By 2030, the FAO 
estimates the world will need to produce an extra billion tonnes of 
cereal crops each year. Tisdale area farmers are doing their part to 
meet growing demand. The town is located in the heart of one of the 
province’s most productive cereal growing regions, with yields well 
above provincial averages. 

•			World	demand	for	wheat	and	coarse	grains	(including	corn,	
sorghum,	barley	&	oats)	has	steadily	risen	since	1960s.	
Forecasts call for increased demand through 2030.

 

Global demand for cereal crops is expected to 

grow 1.2% a year to 2030. To meet demand, the 

FAO estimates the world will need to produce 

an extra billion tonnes of cereals a year. 

CEREALS
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Wheat
The World’s Favourite Food
Wheat is the world’s dominant crop. It is grown on more 
acres than any other crop, and the global wheat trade 
is bigger than all other crops combined. Over the next 
15 years, wheat consumption is expected to increase in 
all regions, including major wheat producing countries 
like Egypt, Mexico and Brazil. Wheat’s popularity is based 
on its high protein content, excellent nutritional profile, 
adaptability to different growing environments and the  
fact it’s easy to store, transport and process for use in a  
wide variety of foods.

Tisdale has been one of Saskatchewan’s most productive 
wheat growing regions for almost a century. Year after 
year,	farmers	in	the	region	produce	high	yield,	high	quality	
durum, spring and winter wheat destined for markets 
around the world. In 2016, the Tisdale region realized 
45.5 bushels/acre of spring wheat, making it one of the 
province’s top 10 wheat producing regions.

Italy Loves Saskatchewan Durum
Amber-coloured durum (triticum durum), the hardest 
wheat variety grown in Saskatchewan, is milled to produce 
high	quality	semolina	used	to	make	premium	pasta,	
bread and couscous. Italy is a major destination, as pasta 
companies demand the high gluten strength characteristic 
of Saskatchewan durum. But North Africa also loves our 
durum – Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia all buy Saskatchewan 
durum to satisfy domestic demand for couscous. 

In the Tisdale area, farmers work closely with the Canadian 
Grain	Commission	to	produce	high	quality	durum	crops.	
Research and field trials have led to the development of 
new varieties over the last 50 years, while strict grading 
and handling systems ensure Saskatchewan durum meets 
customer	expectations	for	quality.

Bakers Bake More with Spring Wheat 
Canada is the world’s largest exporter of non-durum wheat 
(triticum aestivum) – and Tisdale area farmers are among 
the country’s most reliable growers, particularly of spring 
wheat. Hard red spring wheat has excellent milling and 
baking properties. It is high in gluten protein and rich in 
nutrients. Flour made from hard red spring wheat absorbs 
more water than lower protein flours, which means bakers 
can bake more loaves compared to using the same amount 
of other flours. Breads, rolls, bagels and other goods made 
with hard red spring wheat are moister, softer and have a 
longer shelf life. 

•		Saskatchewan	grew	almost	all	(84%)	of	the	durum	and	over	a	
third (38%) of the non-durum wheat exported by Canada in 2016.
•		Italy,	Algeria	and	Morocco	are	the	top	export	markets	for	

Saskatchewan durum, a hard, high protein, amber-coloured grain 
widely used in premium pastas and couscous. 
•		The	United	States	and	Japan	are	the	biggest	export	markets	for	

Saskatchewan’s non-durum wheat, including high protein hard 
red spring wheat.
•		Despite	the	whims	of	weather	and	the	uncertainties	of	climate	

change, Tisdale area farmers have proven themselves reliable 
producers of hard red spring wheat.  

WHEAT
FAST FACTS:

 “Italian pasta companies demand the 

high gluten strength characteristic of 

Saskatchewan durum.”

Tisdale (Crop District 8a) Wheat Yield (Bushels/Acre)

	$1,164		
	$567		

	$932		 	$1,230		 	$1,323		
	$1,899		

	$1,729		
	$1,713		

	$1,859		
	$2,030		 	$2,036		

	$2,201		

2009	 2010	 2011	 2012	 2013	 2014	

Saskatchewan	Wheat	Exports	(CDN$	Millions)	

Durum	 Non-durum	wheat	

 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2016

Saskatchewan Wheat Exports (CDN$ Millions)

	$1,164		
	$567		

	$932		 	$1,230		 	$1,323		
	$1,899		 	$1,255		

	$1,729		
	$1,713		

	$1,859		
	$2,030		 	$2,036		

	$2,201		

	$1,705		

2009	 2010	 2011	 2012	 2013	 2014	 2016	

Saskatchewan	Wheat	Exports	(CDN$	Millions)	

Durum	 Non-durum	wheat	

44.6	

33.0	
43.6	

38.6	

52.2	
46.8	 45.7	 45.5	

2009	 2010	 2011	 2012	 2013	 2014	 2015	 2016	

Tisdale	(Crop	District	8a)	Wheat	Yield	(Bushels/Acre)	

 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
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Oats
Heart Healthy Diets Spur Demand
Canada is the world’s largest exporter of oats (avena 
sativa), and Saskatchewan is Canada’s biggest source 
of oat exports. Province-wide, farmers grew 60% of 
Canada’s oat exports in 2016 (or 34% of the world’s oat 
exports). The Tisdale area was the #3 oat growing region 
in Saskatchewan, producing 16% of the province’s crop in 
2016. Tisdale area farmers are also the most productive, 
with consistently higher yields than provincial averages.

Oat production in Saskatchewan has grown steadily  
over the last decades, but the sharp increase in recent 
years is largely attributed to increasingly health conscious 
consumers discovering the superior nutritional profile 
of oats. Oats are a good source of vitamins, minerals and 
antioxidants, as well as a soluble fibre called beta-glucan, 
which helps lower blood cholesterol and regulate blood 
sugar levels. 

Barley
Food, Feed & Malt
Barley (hordeum vulgare) is an unsung hero in 
Saskatchewan’s increasingly diverse cereals sector. A 
traditional crop, it has been grown on the prairies since 
the earliest settler days and remains a strong performer in 
the Tisdale area. Saskatchewan is second only to Alberta 
in annual barley production, as well as a major grower of 
malting barley.

Barley’s popularity lies in its versatility – it is used 
worldwide in livestock feed, in malt products and in 
human food. General purpose barley is grown mainly 
for livestock feed in both domestic and export markets. 
Its high starch and protein content contributes to finely 
textured, white-marbled meat products, something 
consumers around the world prefer. The top export 
destinations for Saskatchewan feed barley are China,  
the	United	States,	Japan,	Colombia	and	Saudi	Arabia.

•		Tisdale	farmers	are	among	the	province’s	best	oat	producers.	
In 2016, growers in the Tisdale area realized 104.4 bushels/acre 
compared to 94.0 bushels/acre province-wide.
•		Saskatchewan	grew	60%	of	the	oats	exported	by	Canada	in	2016,	

as well as 47% of barley exports and 33% of rye exports.
•		The	United	States	is	the	biggest	market	for	Saskatchewan	oat	

exports, with roughly a million tonnes heading south every year. 
Last year, Ecuador, Peru and Mexico were the fastest growing 
markets for Saskatchewan oats.

•		The	Tisdale	region	is	also	a	reliable	barley	producer,	with	annual	
yields consistently near or above provincial averages. 
•		Barley	is	the	second	most	widely	grown	cereal	crop	in	Canada.	

Saskatchewan produces nearly half (47%) of Canada’s barley 
exports. 
•		China,	the	United	States	and	Japan	are	our	top	three	export	

markets. Major export markets for Saskatchewan malt include 
the	United	States,	Japan,	South	Korea	and	China.

OATS
FAST FACTS:

BARLEY
FAST FACTS:

Oats Yield (Bushels/Acre)

Barley Yield (Bushels/Acre)

 2013 2014 2015 2016

	$103		
	$68		 	$69		 	$69		 	$57		 	$74		

	$101		

	$238		
	$203		

	$150		
	$254		

	$172		
	$233		 	$182		

	$230		
	$203		 	$231		

	$234		
	$243		

	$341		
	$286		

2009	 2010	 2011	 2012	 2013	 2014	 2016	

Saskatchewan	Oats,	Barley	&	Malt	Exports	(CDN$	Millions)	

Malt	 Barley	 Oats	

95.3	 87.8	 87.4	 94.0	

117.2	
104.0	 101.6	 104.4	

2013	 2014	 2015	 2016	

Oats	Yield	(Bushels/Acre)	

Saskatchewan	 Tisdale	Area	(Crop	Region	8a)	

 2013 2014 2015 2016

66.6	
54.2	 59.2	

69.8	70.1	

51.9	
67.2	 65.6	

2013	 2014	 2015	 2016	

Barley	Yield	(Bushels/Acre)	

Saskatchewan	 Tisdale	Area	(Crop	Region	8a)	

 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2016

Saskatchewan Oats, Barley & Malt Exports ( CDN$ Millions)

	$103		
	$68		 	$69		 	$69		 	$57		 	$74		

	$101		

	$238		
	$203		

	$150		
	$254		

	$172		
	$233		 	$182		

	$230		
	$203		 	$231		

	$234		
	$243		

	$341		
	$286		

2009	 2010	 2011	 2012	 2013	 2014	 2016	

Saskatchewan	Oats,	Barley	&	Malt	Exports	(CDN$	Millions)	

Malt	 Barley	 Oats	

27.2	
21.4	 22.8	

27.0	
23.7	 23.2	 24.8	

20.3	

2013	 2014	 2015	 2016	

Flaxseed	Yield	(Bushels/Acre)	

Saskatchewan	 Tisdale	Area	(Crop	Region	8a)	

27.2	
21.4	 22.8	

27.0	
23.7	 23.2	 24.8	

20.3	

2013	 2014	 2015	 2016	

Flaxseed	Yield	(Bushels/Acre)	

Saskatchewan	 Tisdale	Area	(Crop	Region	8a)	Saskatchewan Tisdale Area (Crop Region 8a)

27.2	
21.4	 22.8	

27.0	
23.7	 23.2	 24.8	

20.3	

2013	 2014	 2015	 2016	

Flaxseed	Yield	(Bushels/Acre)	

Saskatchewan	 Tisdale	Area	(Crop	Region	8a)	

27.2	
21.4	 22.8	

27.0	
23.7	 23.2	 24.8	

20.3	

2013	 2014	 2015	 2016	

Flaxseed	Yield	(Bushels/Acre)	

Saskatchewan	 Tisdale	Area	(Crop	Region	8a)	Saskatchewan Tisdale Area (Crop Region 8a)
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Canada’s Newest Superfood 
Health Canada recently approved a claim that allows barley 
growers and marketers to state that eating barley as part 
of a healthy diet helps reduce two types of bad cholesterol 
– LDL (low density lipoprotein) and non-HDL (non-high 
density lipoprotein). Bad cholesterol is a known risk factor 
for heart disease. Barley is also high in fibre and a good 
source of vitamins, minerals and antioxidants. It is lower 
in	fat	and	calories	than	an	equal	serving	of	other	ancient	
grains,	including	quinoa	and	brown	rice.	

Barley & Beer
The global beer industry is expected to grow 6% by 2020 
(7.3% in the Asia Pacific region alone). That’s good news 
for Saskatchewan’s barley growers, since malt barley is 
the key ingredient in beer production. The prairie climate 
(cold winters and warm summers) is well-suited to growing 

barley, and successful barley breeding programs at the 
University of Saskatchewan have led to the development  
of superior barley varieties that can be malted directly  
from the combine, reducing the chance of spoiling.

Fall Rye
Small Crop, Big Returns 
Compared to other cereals, fall rye (secale cereale) is a 
small crop in Saskatchewan. Still, the province generally 
seeds more acres than anywhere else in Canada. Tisdale 
area farmers seed fall rye in late August and September 
to provide fall and winter ground cover, followed by early 
spring pasture and forage. Rye grain grown in the region is 
marketed for use in the livestock feed industry, in the flour 
milling industry and in the distilling industry. The United 
States	and	Japan	are	the	biggest	export	markets.

Saskatchewan is the world’s largest 

oats exporter, supplying over a third 

(34%) of world exports in 2016. 
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The heart of the grain belt.

Saskatchewan grew almost all (84%) 

of the durum wheat exported by 

Canada in 2016.
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Saskatchewan produced 81% of the flax-

seed, 57% of the mustard seed and 51% 

of the canola exported by Canada in 2016.

Oilseeds are Saskatchewan’s #2 agricultural export, topping 
$3 billion annually in recent years (not including canola 
seed). Worldwide, the oilseeds sector has expanded at 
almost double the pace of agriculture as a whole. The 
FAO expects global per capita consumption of oilseeds 
to continue increasing at an even faster pace than cereals 
through 2030. The northeast crop region, with Tisdale at 
its heart, has a 50-year history as one of province’s most 
productive oilseed growing regions. 

Canola
Canada’s Most Valuable Crop
Canola is a Canadian innovation developed in the 1970s from 
rapeseed (brassica napus) to create an edible oil product low 
in erucic acid. Today, it is Canada’s most valuable crop and 
Saskatchewan’s top export commodity. Tisdale area farmers 
were among the first to grow canola, and the area continues 
to be a major canola producing region. 

The exceptional value of canola lies in its diversity. 
Saskatchewan’s export of raw canola seed is approaching 
$3 billion a year. Annual exports of canola oil, a value-
added product created at canola crushing plants across the 
province (including one in the northeast region), topped 
$1.6 billion in 2016. Exports of canola meal, a byproduct 
of the canola oil crushing process that is used as protein in 
animal feed, have increased exponentially since 2009, and 
are now nearing the $1 billion mark.

The Healthiest Oil
Canola oil is low in saturated fat (“bad” fat) and high in 
mono-unsaturated fat (“good” fat). It is also a source of 
omega-3 fatty acids, antioxidant vitamin E and phytosterols, 
which can help lower cholesterol levels. Added together, 
this nutritional profile makes canola oil one of the heart-
healthiest cooking oils on the market today. 

OILSEEDS

Mexico

Colombia
Peru

United Kingdom

China
Japan

South Korea
United States
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United Arab Emirates
India
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Bangladesh

Vietnam

Australia

Belgium
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Consumer & Commercial Uses
Canola oil is a versatile consumer product. It has a light flavor, 
smooth texture and high smoke point, making it ideal for 
stir-frying, sautéing, deep-frying and baking as well as in 
salads, dressings and more. Commercial uses of canola oil are 
just as diverse. Special formulations have been developed for 
use in confectionery, commercial frying and packaged food 
industries. Canola oil is also used in the manufacture of inks, 
biodegradable greases, pharmaceuticals and even cosmetics.

Flaxseed
Fibre-licous
Flax (linum usitatissimum)	is	a	tried	&	true	crop	grown	across	
Saskatchewan. In the Tisdale region, its beautiful blue flowers 
provide a scenic contrast to the sunny yellow of flowering 
canola. Flaxseed is consumed as whole or ground seed and 
as an oil. It has a mild nutty flavour, is high in fibre and a good 
source of plant-based protein, omega-3 fatty acids and lignans 
(antioxidants). The health benefits of incorporating flaxseed 
in the diet include lower cholesterol levels, lower risk of heart 
disease and improved digestive health. 

Omega-3 Enriched Foods
North American consumers are gobbling up omega-3 enriched 
eggs from supermarket shelves. The nutritionally-enhanced 
eggs are the result of adding flax to poultry diets. Flax is 
also being added to milk, margarines and yogurts to create 
omega-3 enhanced foods. Even pet food manufacturers are 

CANOLA
FAST FACTS:

The word “canola” is used worldwide, 
but it is actually an acronym developed 
by the Rapeseed Council of Canada in  
the 1970s that stands for CANada, Oil, 
Low Acid.

 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2016

Saskatchewan Canola Exports (CDN$ Millions)

•		Saskatchewan	grew	over	half	of	the	canola	exported	by	Canada	
in 2016, including 52% of canola seed, 51% of canola meal and 
49% of canola oil. The combined value of Saskatchewan canola 
•		Since	2009,	the	volume	of	Saskatchewan’s	canola	exports	has	

grown at an exponential rate – canola seed by 95%, canola oil by 
252% and canola meal by 941%. 
•		Tisdale	area	canola	yields	are	consistently	at	or	above	provincial	

averages. 

Growth in Canola Export Volumes (Thousand Tonnes)

Canola Yield (Bushes/Acre)

 Canola Meal  Canola Oil Canola Seed

 2013 2014 2015 2016

	$89		 	$295		 	$461		 	$600		 	$687		 	$788		
	$931			$482		

	$921		
	$1,622		 	$1,669		 	$1,459		 	$1,291		

	$1,695		
	$1,503		

	$1,658		

	$2,162		
	$2,715		

	$2,056		
	$2,543		

	$2,933		

2009	 2010	 2011	 2012	 2013	 2014	 2016	

Saskatchewan	Canola	Exports	(CDN$	Millions)	

Canola	Meal	 Canola	Oil	 Canola	Seed	

438	 472	

3,317	

1,863	
1,234	

4,777	

2,676	
1,576	

5,491	

Canola	Meal	 Canola	Oil	 Canola	Seed	

Growth	in	Canola	Export	Volumes	(Thousand	Tonnes)	

2009	 2014	 2016	
   2009 2014 2016

38.7	

36.5	

Tisdale	Area	(Crop	Region	8a)	 Saskatchewan	
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using flaxseed to create omega-3 enhanced dog and  
cat foods, and livestock producers are adding flax to 
animal feed to increase the content of healthy fats in  
meat products.

Car Doors to Fine Floors
Flax has a broad range of industrial uses. Linseed oil is 
made from flax. Linoleum flooring is made by processing 
linseed oil into a thick cement, then mixing it with pine 
resin and wood flour to form sheets. Flax is a major 
ingredient in oil-based paints, varnishes and stains. The 
strong, short fibres from the stems of flax plants are used 
in the manufacture of fine bond papers, car door panels, 
plant pots and mats. The Flax Council of Canada continues 
to	invest	in	R&D	to	explore	more	industrial	uses	for	flax.	

Mustard
The Savoury Spice
Saskatchewan grows over half of the mustard exported  
by Canada every year. It is a specialty crop in the Tisdale 
area, where it is used in crop rotations to disrupt pest 
and	weed	cycles,	improve	soil	quality	and	diversify	farm	
production revenues.

Three types of mustard are grown in Saskatchewan: mild 
yellow mustard (sinapsis alba) and the spicier brown and 
oriental mustards (brassica juncea). Yellow mustard is the 
most popular type in North America, where it is used 
in traditional hot dog mustard, mayonnaise and salad 
dressings as well as in prepared foods as a binding agent 
and emulsifier. The United States is the biggest consumer 
of Saskatchewan’s yellow mustard. 

Europe is the main market for Saskatchewan brown 
mustard. Belgium, Germany, France and the Netherlands 
prefer the darker, spicier brown mustard for condiments 
such	as	Dijon	mustard.	Japan	and	South	Korea	import	
Saskatchewan-grown oriental mustard for use in hot, 
spicy condiments and in some areas as a spicy cooking oil.

•			Saskatchewan	produced	the	lion’s	share	(81%)	of	Canada’s	
flaxseed exports in 2016. 
•		The	majority	of	Saskatchewan’s	flaxseed	exports	go	to	China,	the	

United States and Belgium. Other markets include South Korea, 
Vietnam,	Japan,	Colombia,	Mexico,	Taiwan	and	Peru.
•		Tisdale	area	flaxseed	yields	are	consistently	at	or	above	provincial	

averages.

FLAXSEED
FAST FACTS:

Eating 75 mL of ground whole flaxseed a 

day helps reduce blood cholesterol levels, 

a major risk factor in heart disease. 
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•		Saskatchewan	produced	the	majority	(57%)	of	Canada’s	mustard	
exports in 2016. The United States continues to be the biggest 
export market, but Saskatchewan-grown mustard is also in 
demand in European Union countries.

MUSTARD
FAST FACTS:

Yellow mustard is a low calorie, no 

cholesterol source of protein, omega-3 

fatty acids and essential minerals. 

 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014  2015 2016

160.6	
134.3	

103.2	
82.7	

117.3	
138.6	

91.5	

162.3	

47.7	 47.7	
26.8	 35.9	 37.2	

59.4	
31.9	

71.6	

2009	 2010	 2011	 2012	 2013	 2014	 2015	 2016	

-./0.12345.6	7/.	89:4;1.	<=/1.;>	?;@>=2A@6	BC3@=/.6>	C@664/D	

Saskatchewan	 Alberta	

160.6	
134.3	

103.2	
82.7	

117.3	
138.6	

91.5	

162.3	

47.7	 47.7	
26.8	 35.9	 37.2	

59.4	
31.9	

71.6	

2009	 2010	 2011	 2012	 2013	 2014	 2015	 2016	

-./0.12345.6	7/.	89:4;1.	<=/1.;>	?;@>=2A@6	BC3@=/.6>	C@664/D	

Saskatchewan	 Alberta	

Saskatchewan Mustard Exports (CDN$ Millions)

I N V E S T  T I S D A L E _ O P P O R T U N I T Y  G R O W S  H E R E   2 9  



3 0     I N V E S T  T I S D A L E _ O P P O R T U N I T Y  G R O W S  H E R E

Pulses are Saskatchewan’s #3 agricultural export, with value 
more than doubling from $1.4 billion in 2012 to $3.4 billion in 
2016. Growing populations and increasing demand for plant-
based protein is driving demand, particularly in India, China and 
Turkey. In response, Tisdale area farmers have made lentils and 
peas a regular part of their cereal-oilseed-pulse crop rotations.

The value of pulses to the Tisdale area extends beyond farm 
income and export revenues. Including pulses in a crop 
rotation helps break disease and insect cycles. The key benefit 
is that pulses are nitrogen-fixers – they absorb nitrogen 
from the air and add it back into the soil. This replenishes 
the soil, especially after a cereal crop. Research has shown 
that planting wheat the year following a pulse crop leads to 
increased	wheat	quality	and	yield.	

Protein basket of the world
A half century ago, Saskatchewan was known as the 
“breadbasket of the world” because of its world dominance in 
wheat exports. Today, the province is becoming known as the 

“protein basket of the world” because of its world dominance 
in pulse exports. Saskatchewan grew 98% of Canada’s lentil 
exports and 94% of Canada’s pea exports in 2016, for a total 
value of $3.4 billion. . 

•		Since	2009,	the	volume	of	Saskatchewan’s	lentil	exports	has	
grown more than 60%, while the volume of pea exports has 
grown by approximately 15%.

•		The	value	of	Saskatchewan	lentil	and	pea	exports	has	also	
increased – by over 100% for lentils and 68% for peas.

•		India,	Turkey,	the	United	Arab	Emirates,	Egypt,	Sri	Lanka	

In 2016, Saskatchewan grew 62% of the 

world’s lentil exports and 45% of the 

world’s pea exports.
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and Pakistan are key markets for Saskatchewan lentils. 
India, China, Bangladesh, the United States, United Arab 
Emirates and Cuba are key markets for Saskatchewan peas.

 
 

Field Peas
Demand for Pea Protein Soars 
Pea (pisum sativum) is a cool season pulse crop well-suited 
to soil and growing conditions in the Tisdale area. Green 
and yellow peas are the most common types of peas grown 
in the area. Some are grown for feed, providing livestock 
with digestible protein, energy, amino acids and lysine. 

But the food market is the key focus for Saskatchewan-
grown peas. Traditionally, dry peas have been sold, whole or 
split, direct to consumers or processed to make flour, starch 
and fibre, which food manufacturers use in everything from 
baking mixes to processed meats. In recent years, however, 
a new market has emerged for pea fibre, pea starch and 
especially pea protein, concentrate and isolate. This market 
is growing exponentially, spurred by soaring demand for 
gluten-free vegan protein and meat substitutes in North 
America, Western Europe and even China.

Lentils
Better than Steak?
Lentils (Lens culinaris) are often part of crop rotations in 
the Tisdale region. Lentil was one of the first domesticated 
crops, and it continues to be part of daily diets in India, 
Turkey and the Middle East. But this ancient food is also 
an increasingly popular choice among health-conscious 
consumers in western Europe and North America.

Lentils are a good source of dietary fibre, protein and 
complex carbohydrates, but are low in fat and calories. They 
are gluten-free, with a low glycemic index that makes them 
suitable for diabetics. According to the Canadian Lentils 
website, combining lentil with a whole grain in a vegetarian 
diet	provides	the	same	quality	protein	as	meat.

•		Even	with	annual	temperature	and	precipitation	fluctuations,	
Tisdale area growers realize reliable pea yields.

PEAS
FAST FACTS:

FAST FACTS:

•		The	protein	content	of	lentil	is	comparable	to	steak	–	there	 
are 26 grams of protein in a 100 g serving of lentils compared  
to 27 grams of protein in a 108 g serving of steak. This high 
protein content makes lentil an important food option in 
vegetarian diets.

LENTILS

From	 January	 2006	 through	 December	
2016, over 4,922 products containing pulse 
ingredients were released in North Ameri-
ca, driven by increasing consumer demand 
for nutrient dense and gluten-free foods.

The global pea protein market is expected 
to expand at roughly 9% to 13% annually 
until the mid-2020s. 

FAST FACTS:
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Honey
Canada’s 2nd Largest Honey Producer
Every year, Saskatchewan exports more than 3,551 tonnes 
of honey valued at over $11.3 million to countries around 
the world. A large portion of this honey crop comes from 
the Tisdale area. The honey produced in the Tisdale area is 
used to make Canada No. 1 White Honey, which is known 

around	the	world	for	its	quality,	smooth	taste	and	 
creamy white colour.

Honey	is	a	natural	source	of	food	energy.	Just	one	
tablespoon contains 17 grams of easy-to-digest 
carbohydrates, plus vitamins (notably B5, thiamin, niacin, 
riboflavin, pantothenic acid) and trace levels of essential 
minerals (calcium, copper, iron, magnesium, manganese, 
phosphorus, potassium, sodium, zinc). But honey also 
has remarkable antibacterial, anti-fungal and antioxidant 
properties. This is leading to a growing number of uses for 
honey in cosmetics and nutraceuticals. 

Honey Bees as Crop Pollinators
Bees are nature’s best pollinators – and a critical part of a 
healthy ecosystem. Prairie farmers recognized early on that 
thriving bee populations increase crop yields. Tisdale area 
beekeepers keep honey bee colonies and alfalfa leafcutter 
bee colonies. Both types of beekeepers offer managed 
pollination services – services that are vital to successful 

Diversity is the key to Tisdale’s agricultural 
success. In addition to cereals, oilseeds and 
pulses, the Tisdale area is a leading producer 
of honey, alfalfa, canary seed and other 
specialty crops.

HONEY,	FORAGE	&	SPECIALTY	CROPS
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pollination of alfalfa, canola oil and hybrid canola seed 
crops. Every year, it is estimated that honey bee pollination 
contributes over $1.5 billion to the value of canola and $9.4 
million to the value of alfalfa seed produced in Canada.

Alfalfa
Canada’s Largest Exporter of Alfalfa Feed & Seed
Alfalfa (medicago sativa) is a high protein legume crop 
used as forage around the world. When cut at the flower 
bud stage, the protein content can be over 25%. It’s ability 
to fix nitrogen makes it an integral part of sustainable 
farming practices in the northeast region. The Tisdale area 
in	particular	is	well	known	for	the	excellent	quality	and	 
yield of its alfalfa crops. Farms in the area grow alfalfa for 
both feed and seed. 

Nearby processing plants turn fibrous alfalfa leaves and 
stems into dehydrated (‘dehy’) alfalfa meal, pellets and 
cubes, which are sold as high protein livestock feed 
to markets across Canada and around the world. Area 
producers also grow alfalfa seed for export – Saskatchewan 
is a major player in the global alfalfa seed industry, and 
growers in the Tisdale region account for a large portion of 
alfalfa seed acreage in Canada. Major export markets for 
Tisdale	alfalfa	are	the	United	States,	China	and	Japan.

Alfalfa Needs Bees
Alfalfa and honey production go hand-in-hand. In fact, 
alfalfa honey is one of the most popular varieties thanks to 
its creamy texture, taste and colour. But while honey bees 
are great at collecting alfalfa nectar for honey, they are not 

•	Saskatchewan	is	Canada’s	2nd	largest	honey	producer	
(accounting for 25% all of honey produced in Canada) and the 
country’s third largest honey exporter. 
•		Tisdale	has	been	a	major	honey	producer	since	the	1940s,	

and honey continues to be an important part of the region’s 
diversified agricultural base. 
•		The	world’s	2nd	largest	honey	bee,	located	at	the	intersection	

of Highways 3 and 35, pays tribute to Tisdale’s history as a major 
honey producing area.
•		Long,	warm	summer	days	and	rolling	fields	of	alfalfa	and	

canola maximize honey yield – the average yield per hive in 
Saskatchewan is twice the world average.

•		Saskatchewan	is	Canada’s	largest	exporter	of	processed	 
alfalfa meal, pellets and cubes.
•		Saskatchewan	is	also	Canada’s	largest	exporter	of	alfalfa	

seed, averaging 17.8 million lbs a year. The northeast region 
surrounding Tisdale is one of the best forage-producing areas 
in the province. Long-term average yields are 1.6 tons/acre 
compared to the provincial average of 1.38 tons/acre.
•		It	takes	approximately	20,000	alfalfa	leafcutter	bees/acre	to	

pollinate Saskatchewan’s large-scale alfalfa crops. Saskatchewan 
leafcutter bees generate another $10 to $15 million in export 
revenue per year.
•		Researchers	are	using	fractionation	to	explore	alfalfa’s	value	 

as a source of enzymes, fibre and protein.

ALFALFA
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so good at pollinating Saskatchewan’s large-scale alfalfa 
crops. Alfalfa leafcutter bees were imported from Europe 
to help pollinate the growing alfalfa acreage. Today, many 
farmers in the Tisdale area keep leafcutter bee colonies to 
pollinate their alfalfa crop.

Canary Seed
The World’s Leading Exporter
Nutty and nutritious, canary seed is poised to become 
Canada’s next gluten-free, high protein food snack. 
Canary seed (Phalaris canariensis) is an annual grass first 
introduced to Saskatchewan farm producers in the 1970s. 
The northeast proved an excellent growing region, and 
today the Tisdale area is a leading canary seed producer 
and exporter. 

Innovation Opens New Markets
For years, canary seed was used exclusively for 
birdseed. In 2016, canary seed was approved for human 
consumption by Health Canada and the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration. Food grade canary seed is different than the 
traditional canary seeds grown around the world. Bird feed 
uses ‘itchy’ varieties – the seeds have tiny hairs at the base. 

Research at the U of S Crop Development Centre led to the 
development of a ‘hairless’ or glabrous variety in the 1990s. 
The hairless variety has the same high protein of regular 
canary seed, but is less irritating to the skin, eliminates the 
need for oiling and polishing in processing, and takes up 
less volume in shipping containers. The big news is that 
hairless varieties are approved for human food, opening 
new consumer markets for growers and processors.

A New Gluten-Free, High Protein Food
Canary seed is gluten-free and high in protein. Its nutty 
flavour makes it an attractive cereal grain option for the 
consumer market. Canary seed flour can be used to make 
bread, cookies, cereals and pastas, while whole seeds can 
be used in nutrition bars or sprinkled on salads, stir fries 
and more.

Faba Beans
A Nutritional Powerhouse
Faba bean (Vicia faba) is another member of the legume 
family that is well adapted to the cool, moist growing 
conditions of northeast Saskatchewan. It was first 
introduced to the province in 1980. Since then, the U of S 
Crop Development Centre has introduced six varieties.

Faba bean is an excellent nitrogen-fixer, making it 
environmentally beneficial in crop rotations. Producers 
in the Tisdale area grow two types of faba bean – tannin 
varieties for human consumption and low (or zero) tannin 
varieties for animal feed. Egypt is the main export market 
for locally produced tannin varieties

Industrial Hemp
The All-in-One Crop
Hemp (Cannabis sativa) is well suited to growing 
conditions in the Tisdale area, but it’s versatility is 
what attracts producers. Hemp has been grown for 
oil, seeds and fibre for 10,000 years. Whole hemp 
seed is approximately 45% oil, 35% protein and 10% 
carbohydrates and fibre. This nutritional profile is building 
markets for Saskatchewan-grown hemp seed in the food 
industry – hemp is used in energy bars, protein powders, 
flour, even beer. Hemp oil is used in salad dressings, 
dietary supplements and spreads, as well as in cosmetics, 
paints, lubricants and more. 

Hemp fibre is strong, lightweight and has excellent 
absorbency as well as anti-mildew and anti-microbial 
properties. Saskatchewan-grown hemp fibre is exported 
for use in the U.S. and European auto industry to make 
car panels. Other industrial uses include fabric, insulation, 
carpeting, paneling, animal bedding and landscape mulch.



•		Saskatchewan	produces	over	90%	of	Canadian-grown	canary	
seed and is the world’s leading canary seed exporter.
•		Approximately	28%	of	the	canary	seed	grown	in	2016	was	the	

hairless type (approved for human consumption) and 72% was 
the conventional canary seed.
•		Saskatchewan	exports	canary	seed	to	markets	around	the	world.	

Top export countries are Mexico, Belgium, Indonesia, Spain, 
Columbia, Italy and the United States.

 

•			Faba	bean	is	gluten-free,	low	in	fat,	high	in	protein,	a	good	 
source of fibre and packed with nutrients, including thiamin, 
vitamin K, vitamin B6, potassium, copper, selenium, zinc, iron  
and magnesium. It can be shelled and eaten raw, or boiled,  
stir-fried or roasted.

•		Saskatchewan	producers	account	for	approximately	a	quarter	 
of all hemp cultivation licenses in Canada.
•		Canada	is	currently	the	only	country	in	North	America	where	

cultivation of industrial hemp is legal. Because it belongs to  
the same family as marijuana, Canadian producers must have  
a license to grow industrial hemp. 

CANARY SEED
FAST FACTS:

FABA BEANS
FAST FACTS:

INDUSTRIAL HEMP
FAST FACTS:
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TISDALE  SASKATCHEWAN CANADA

OPPORTUNITY  GROWS HERE.
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TISDALE
1 - R.C.M.P.
2 - Hospital / HealthPlex
3 - Fire Department

SCHOOLS
4 - Tisdale Middle and 
      Secondary School
5 - Tisdale Elementary School

CHURCHES
6 - Immaculate Conception R.C.
7 - St. Matthew’s Anglican
8 - Christ Lutheran
9 - Christian Fellowship
10 - St. Paul’s United
11 - Pentecostal Tabernacle
12 - Community Bible Church
13 - Salvation Army

HOTELS
14 - Beehive Hotel
15 - Tisdale Hotel
16 - Canalta Hotel

MOTELS
17 - Park Hotel

PARKS/RECREATION
18 - St. Therese Park
19 - Kinsmen Park
20 - Lions Spray Park
21 - Memorial Park
22 - Recreation Complex
        Arena, Curling, Shooting Range, Auditorium,
        Theatre, Meeting Rooms & Conference Facilities
23 - Kinsmen-Lions Rink
24 - Fairgrounds
25 - Tennis Courts
26 - Tisdale Riverside Golf Club
27 - Swimming Pool
28 - Kay Montgomery Park
29 - Kinettes Park

HALLS
30 - Civic Centre
31 - Seniors Hall
32 - Legion Hall

POINTS 0F INTEREST
33 - Cemetery
34 - Newmarket Place
35 - Museum
36 - Lions Campground
37 - Megan Landing 
        Business Park

37
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Tisdale is conveniently located in  

the heart of North East Saskatchewan. 
We are a full service community with  

all the amenities of a larger centre  

but with the charm of a small town.

TOWN OF TISDALE 901 - 100 ST. TISDALE, SK, S0E 1T0 +13068732681
INVEST@TISDALE.CA


