


While Foster City may technically be a 
small city, at only four square miles and 
32,000 residents, we are diverse, bold, 
innovative, and have a big vision for the 
future. We are committed to investing in 
our infrastructure, local businesses, and 
citizens in innovative ways that improve 
the quality of our community.  

Welcome to the City of Foster City. The perfect combination 
of a strong business economy, beautiful community amenities, 
a highly-skilled workforce and strategic location, is what makes 
Foster City the jewel of the San Francisco Bay Area. Located 
in San Mateo County mid-way between San Francisco and San 
Jose, with close proximity to three major airports, Foster City 
is a thriving city with a strong, diverse community that is ready 
for your business. We invite you to explore our vibrant city by 
the Bay that boasts a stunning lagoon system, award-winning 
homes, and a thriving tech and biotech industry. 
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Foster City
by the numbers

$1,636,200
Median Home Value

(2017 Zillow Home Value Index)

$129,733
Median Household Income

(2016 American Community Survey)

Foster City has a highly-educated, 
diverse population with disposable 
income and high property values.

White
45.5%

Asian
45%

 Hispanic  6.5%
Black  1.9%

 Other  1.1%

(2010 Census Data)

Ethnicity Breakdown

Bachelor
35.3%

Graduate/Professional
34.1%

Some College
13%

High School
11.5%

Associate  6.1%

(2016 American Community Survey)

Higher Education Breakdown

(2010 Census Data)

Age Breakdown

20 to 64 years
62.6%

< 5 years  6.8%

5 to 19 years
17.2%

65+ years 
13.4%
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Foster City supports 
its diverse, modern 
business community

We are focused on driving Foster City forward 
by prioritizing an emphasis on business growth, 
job creation, and partnerships. We will work with 
you to help your business achieve its potential. 
At the heart of this strategy is a City Council that 
encourages bold-thinking leadership by working 
together e�ciently and e�ectively. Our goal is to 
enhance the lives of those who live, work, and 
play in Foster City.

Several global Fortune 500 companies call Foster 
City their home, including VISA, the IBM Innovation 
Center, and pharmaceutical giant Gilead Sciences. 
However, it’s not just the titans who call Foster City 
home. Many innovative, tech leaders have established 
thriving businesses in Foster City. 

Foster City businesses have a competitive advantage, 
drawing on a highly-skilled and educated labor force, 
local service industries that support and benefit the 
business community, and being located in one of the 
most diverse, tech-savvy, culturally vibrant, and 
environmentally friendly areas in the country.

1
Your business
is our business

What is 
Foster City?
As envisioned by 1950’s real estate magnate, T. Jack 
Foster, Foster City is a planned community, filled with 
neighborhoods that age well over time and property that 
continues to command high value. Foster City was designed 
with a keen eye toward the future, a smart mix of residential 
and commercial, interspersed throughout by one of the best 
Park systems in the San Francisco Bay Area.

A Secure City
Foster City consistently has the lowest violent and property 
crime rates compared to other cities of similar size in 
California. In 2017, Foster City was named the 63rd Safest City 
in America and the 8th Safest City in California. When it comes 
to emergency response times and operational e�ciency, our 
Fire Department is rated among the best in our region. 

A Vibrant City
In its 4.2 square miles, Foster City features 218 acres of park 
space and amenities in 24 beautiful parks. Park amenities 
include beaches, sports facilities, public art, walking trails, and 
o�-leash spaces. In addition to developed park space, Foster 
City is well known for its undeveloped wildlife habitat and 
stunning waterways that provide recreational opportunities 
and sweeping views. The City boasts safe streets for both 
pedestrians and biking. Foster City is located an easy drive 
from some of the most scenic open spaces in the world, with 
world-class views of the ocean, bay and peninsula. 
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Ensuring your success
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City Council

Catherine Mahanpour
Mayor
cmahanpour@fostercity.org
(650) 286-3501

Sanjay Gehani
Vice Mayor
sgehani@fostercity.org
(650) 286-3505

Dante Hall
Interim City Manager
dhall@fostercity.org
(650) 286-3214

610 Foster City Boulevard
Foster City, CA 94404
fostercity.org
(650) 286-3200

Richa Awasthi
Councilmember
rawasthi@fostercity.org
(650) 286-3504

Jon Froomin
Councilmember
jfroomin@fostercity.org
(650) 286-3502

Sam Hindi
Councilmember
shindi@fostercity.org
(650) 286-3503

City Sta�

City Hall



Department contacts
City Manager’s Department
(650) 286-3220 manager@fostercity.org

Communications/City Clerk Department
(650) 286-3250 clerk@fostercity.org

Community Development Department – Building Division
(650) 286-3227 building@fostercity.org

Community Development  Department – Planning Division
(650) 286-3225 planning@fostercity.org

Financial Services Department
(650) 286-3262 finance@fostercity.org

Fire Department
(650) 286-3350 fire@smcfire.org

Human Resources Department
(650) 286-3205 hr@fostercity.org

Parks & Recreation Department
(650) 286-3380 recreation@fostercity.org

Police Department
(650) 286-3300 police@fostercity.org

Public Works Department
(650) 286-3270 publicworks@fostercity.org
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We’re here to help

Foster City Business Assistance Programs
The City was the first in San Mateo County to partner with Kiva, the world’s first 
online micro-lender, to bring 0% interest loans to Foster City’s small business 
community. Kiva – San Jose & Peninsula launched in November of 2017 and is 
designed to help small and micro entrepreneurs realize their ideas without 
breaking the bank. Go to sustainable.fostercity.org/kiva to learn more about 
this exciting partnership.

Foster City Chamber of Commerce
The Chamber is Foster City's largest and most vibrant business network. The 
Chamber partners with more than 300 member business organizations and the 
City’s nearly 20,000 employees to support local business, promote commerce, 
and cultivate a vibrant economy. Chamber partners include businesses of 
every size, industry and neighborhood across the city and region. Visit 
fostercitychamber.com for more information about how the Foster City 
Chamber of Commerce can help your business.

Small Business Administration
At the regional level, The U.S. Small Business Administration has delivered 
millions of loans, loan guarantees, contracts, counseling sessions, and other 
forms of assistance to small businesses. With o�ces located in San Mateo, 
they are ready to help local business succeed. Visit sba.gov to learn more.
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Foster Square

What is Foster Square?
The Foster Square project is 15 acres of new mixed use neighborhood with 
senior oriented housing, neighborhood retail/commercial, and community 
amenities that will serve as a focal point and gathering place for the entire 
Foster City community.

Vibrant public spaces and a unique Town Square setting for 
Foster City residents of all ages to enjoy

An innovative venue for festivals, events, and a farmers’ market

An opportunity to retain retail tax dollars and create new taxable 
properties

A variety of senior housing residential living choices to provide an 
opportunity for aging residents to remain in Foster City: market rate 
for sale, rental, and assisted living

Enhanced connections for both pedestrians and vehicles 
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Atria: Assisted and Independent Living (rendering)
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Foster Square

Town Square/Plaza
Located adjacent to the parking lot and Foster City 
Boulevard, and between the Assisted Living and 
A�ordable Apartment Buildings, a public gathering 
place or “Town Square/Plaza” is designed to activate 
the retail center and provide a vibrant venue for 
City-wide events, festivals, and farmers’ market 
opportunities. Special attention to pedestrian amenities 
and scale, paving, seating, flush curbs at key locations 
and well defined entries will enhance the experience 
and promote activity. A stand-alone single story 1,000 
square foot retail pavilion building will be constructed 
within the Town Square to further activate the space. 
The Town Square will be privately owned and 
maintained.

Shell Gathering Space
Located adjacent to Shell Boulevard, an approximately 21,500 square foot space will act as a 75 foot 
building setback from Shell Boulevard and an activity space. Together with Central Street, this will create 
the opportunity to extend special events from Leo Ryan Park to the Town Square. The new open space 
amenities of Foster Square will complement the existing community assets on all sides (City Hall, Library, 
Community Center, Recreation Center, PJCC and Leo J. Ryan Park), and will add to the existing synergy, 
creating a dynamic hub for the community in the center of the City. As residents flow between the active 
plazas within Foster Square and the adjacent facilities, this vibrant space will come to life as a complete 
leisure experience.

Shell Boulevard in Foster Square (rendering)

New building at Foster Square (rendering)
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…a mix of neighborhood retail around 
a unique Town Square setting…“ ”
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