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Editorials . . .

Wade H. Phillips

                        Opened Doors

The apostle Paul prayed for open doors for himself and his companions in the ministry, and 
encouraged others to pray for openings:

“Continue in prayer . . . praying also for us, that God would open to us a door of utterance,  
to speak the mystery of Christ . . .” (Col. 4.2-3).  

And the Lord opened doors for them to spread the Gospel of Christ and proclaim the message of Christ and the 
church (Eph. 5.29-32). And some of them were eff ectual openings (1 Cor. 16.9), including “[opening] the door of 
faith unto the Gentiles” (Acts 14.27; 15.4, 12). 

We have seen the Lord open doors recently for the church in several countries in answer to fervent prayer. These 
include Cuba in the Caribbean, Columbia and Paraguay in South America, and Pakistan in the Middle East (see 
pp. 14, 22, 24). We are also corresponding with other interested ministers and groups in several other countries. Our 
mission goal is “[every city and nation on earth]” (Mt. 24.14; 28.19-20; Mk. 16.15, 20; Lk. 4.43; 14.21).

We feel the weight of our calling to reach every nation with the Gospel of Christ and the message of the church: 
proclaiming loud and clear that it is the desire of the Lord for all to “come to repentance” (2 Tim. 2.25; 2 Pet. 3.9), 
and all who repent unite together [by solemn covenant] in one visible body of Christ, fellowshipping and walking 
and laboring together under the same banner, that is, under the same doctrine, government, discipline, and mission 
(1 Cor. 1.10; Eph. 4.11-16; Phil 3.16; see also Is. 52.8; 60.1-5; Jn. 10.16; 11.49-52; 17.20-23). What a glorious 
message and prophetic expectation!  Maranatha!    

March World Mission Drive

Speaking of reaching every city and nation with the Gospel and the church message, we appreciate more than words 
can express our churches and people laboring so diligently in the March Mission drive. We thank the Lord and our 
people for providing the funds to fulfi ll the mission that Christ has laid out for us: namely, to evangelize the lost, 
baptize penitent believers, and educate disciples in the “all things whatsoever” message that Christ commanded. 
The totals of the drive will be announced in the May edition of the paper. We are still pleasantly stunned and 
grateful for the outstanding total of the October drive—$126, 078.21. Praise the name of the Lord!

Honduran Pastor called Home

We regret to announce the passing of Blas Efrain Moncada Castro, a faithful minister in the 
church in Honduras, in Concordia, Olancho. Brother Blas had been ill for several months. 
The national overseer, Nolvin Hernandez, had contacted the International Offi  ces several 
times requesting prayer on his behalf and his family’s. But the Lord saw best to call him 
home. He died March 4, 2022. He was part of a large extended family there in the church in 
Olancho. The Moncada Castro family appreciates your continued prayers.

School of Ministry Institute 

There are high expectations for the upcoming sessions of the School of Ministry in California in April and  
Cleveland in May. The theme is “Exploring the Mysteries of Christ and the Church.”  From reports coming 
into the International Offi  ces, enrollments should be high, and the classes well attended. California school, April 
3-8. Cleveland school, May 1-13.
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Note: This is Chapter Five of the Presiding Bishop’s new edition of God, the Church, and 
Revelation which he wrote in 1985-86 for college level theological students. The updated 
edition will be in three volumes; the first should be available sometime this summer. 
Footnotes have been omitted for the sake of space.

Merry-Go-Round
of

Unsanctified Reason

Human Reason, unaided and unguided by the Holy 
Spirit and Holy Scriptures, has proven a few million 
times over of being incapable of generating or 
otherwise self-producing the infinite truth of God. 
Reason by itself heads straight for the human jungle 
of ideas, blind to the clear path laid before it in the 
Gospel: a path paved and prepared in “old time” by 
“holy men of God,” all of whom were inspired by 
the infinite Spirit himself (2 Pet. 1.16-21; see also 
2 Sam. 22.2; Acts 1.16; 3.18; 2 Tim. 3.15-17; 2 Pet. 
3.2).  Whether it be Babylonian cosmogony, Platonic 
dialogues, Antisthenes’ cynicism, Aristotelian 
biology and science, Pythagorean mathematics, 
Kantian epistemology, Lockian empiricism, 
Cartesian doubt, Voltairian political theories, 
Hegelian idealism, Heideggerian existentialism, or 
Freudian psychology, the end is always the same—
each a bridge that leads to nowhere, to a never-ending 
circle of philosophical wandering.

The world’s “great men” and “great books” 
are overrated, but the world loves to praise its 
own. Intellectuals and educated unbelievers 
glory in philosophical “romances” like Homer’s 
Iliad and Odyssey, Plato’s Ideas and Republic, 
Aristotle’s Metaphysics, Machiavelli’s The Prince, 
Hobbes’ Leviathan, Locke’s Essay Concerning 
Human Understanding, Descartes’ Discourse On 
Method, Pierre Bayle’s Dictionary, Denis Diderot’s 
Encyclopedia, Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason, 
Voltaire’s Essay on Customs, Montesquieu’s Persian 
Letters, Considerations and Spirit of Laws, Rousseau’s 
The Social Contract, Hegel’s Phenomenology of 
Spirit and Phenomenology of Mind, Sartre’s Path of 
Freedom and Being and Nothingness, Robert Owens’ 
The New View,  Dewey’s  The School and Society 
and The Child and the Curriculum, Huxley’s Brave 
New World, and a thousand other celebrated pieces 
of literature that excite and fascinate the impassioned 
minds of Adam’s race.

 In the end the results are always more or less 
the same: a circular path of endless ideas and 
figments of imagination, none of them revealing 
anything new under the sun [nil noui sub sole] 
(Eccl. 1.9), only old ideas modified to one degree 
or other to fit or express contemporaneous 
conditions and characteristics of a fallen world.

“Almost all new doctrines
are merely old heresies reborn.”

 
And this is true whether the ideas are 

political, cultural, religious, social, economic, 
philosophical, or educational in nature. One 
anticipates the other and the latter imitates the 
former. And many of the men who postulate 
these ideas admit this but are helplessly stuck 
in the rut of this circular path, as if they were 
trucks fitted to the rails. On this well-fixed track 
of God’s judgment, one philosopher corrects or 
modifies another, so he thinks, only to find that 
he has but fallen back on a former philosophical 
hypothesis which had pretended to correct the 
one immediately antecedent to itself; and thus, 
the newest view turns out to be but a new way 
of expressing an old view. These ideas from 
time to time speed up or slow down, but always 
remain on the same circular path, sometimes 
like a dog chasing its tail, sometimes like a dog 
barking at the moon. There is no stopping place 
on this track, and no hope of interrupting the 
monotonous, boring repetition of unsanctified 
reason’s dizzy cycle. Little wonder then that so 
many of these great minds end in depression, 
insanity, and suicide. 
       The Merry-Go-Round of finite reasoning 
is plainly illustrated in the philosophy of Karl 
Marx [1818-1883] who was influenced by 
the writings of G.W.F. Hegel [1770-1831], 
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especially his Phenomenology of Spirit and 
Phenomenology of Mind. Marx’s Communist 
Manifesto [1848] and Das Kapital [1867] 
were his major works. Hegel’s thought and his 
philosophical scheme [Hegelianism], which he 
denominated the “dialectic of history” gave 
Marx a general paradigm in which to develop 
his economic and material strategy, including 
justification for political and social revolution to 
achieve the telos, the elusive goal of materialistic 
equality. 
         Modern communism is of course the result 
of Marxism. Hegel’s dialectic of thought and 
reason in history, namely, thesis to antithesis to 
synthesis and then back to thesis, etc., developing 
always into a higher and better synthesis toward 
the “Absolute” was used by Marx to develop 
his materialistic and political version of it, 
including revolution as the natural course of 
things in the world. It embodied a “survival of 
the fittest” concept. Hegel, however, had seen 
historical development as the fulfillment of a 
mystical providence and “divine expression.” 
To him history was the self-manifestation of 
the Absolute Mind, a sort of abstract goddess of 
reason finding expression in man and the world.

       This abstract or metaphysical idealism of 
Hegel was, however, too frigid and indifferent 
for Marx who pretended to be concerned for the 
sufferings and injustices of “the masses” and for 
individuals per se [and perhaps he was in some 
twisted way]. In any case, he developed his 
philosophy and system of human emancipation. 
Marx said that philosophers only “interpreted” 
history in one way or another, whereas he 
intended to “change” history. He thus envisioned 
himself more as an activist than idealist. The 
bondage of humanity (the proletariat) had to 
be freed from the bourgeoisie, aristocrats, and 
capitalists. The chains of economic determinism 
had to be broken in favor of a brotherhood and 
equality of all men. 

Although biblical themes (freedom, 
salvation, millennialism) were taken up by Marx, 
designed to parallel his system. He nevertheless 
wrote his philosophy in nontheistic, secular 
language; whereas Hegel’s scheme embodied 
theological and philosophical terms, though 
blasphemously twisted to fit his new [actually old] 
philosophical view of “Christianity.”    

     Marxism, overall, was an eclectic philosophy 
derived from Cartesian dualism, Locke’s 

empiricism, Hegel’s dialectic in history, and 
other philosophical schemes of the Renaissance 
and Enlightenment. It was the spirit of the age 
and consistent with the general “progress” of 
intellectualism in the eighteenth- and nineteenth 
centuries. It was, in fact, a natural intellectual 
product of the Enlightenment. Darwin’s theory also 
developed out of the prevailing spirit of this age.

       Descartes [Cartesian methodology], Locke 
[epistemology], and other seventeenth- and 
eighteenth- century philosophers, including Hegel, 
denied original sin. Their philosophical schemes 
thus prepared the way for Hegel to purport the 
highest ideal of man working its way out in history 
as a fleshly expression of the Absolute Mind. This 
idealism led Hegel to think of man ever evolving into 
a better representation of himself in the collective 
form of the political state. Nevertheless, the very 
essence of Hegel’s idealistic philosophy prevented 
a final fulfillment of itself in concrete form, and 
this inherent weakness in Hegelianism frustrated 
the more fascinating side of it. To get around this 
philosophical predicament, Hegel contradicted his 
system by supposing that his historical idealism 
would culminate in some way in the nineteenth 
century. Hegel’s egocentricity had a special bias 
for his native Germany and for the time in which 
he himself lived: preparing the ground as we shall 
see for the coming of Adolph Hitler and the fascist 
dictators in the twentieth century.

       The spirit of Napoleon [1769-1821] and 
the various methods of tyranny around the world 
greatly excited the mind and passions of Hegel. He 
seems to have had a psychological quirkiness that 
made him long to be dominated by violent political 
power. (Hegel had seen Napoleon at the university 
of Jena in 1806). Napoleon, on the other hand, 
was doubtlessly a product of the revolutionary 
and antinomian spirit which ruled the day in 
Europe, England, and America. Hegel fantasized 
about the perfection of a man like Napoleon—a 
brilliant world ruler but with a center in Germany. 
Hegel thus anticipated, and in some way helped 
to produce Adolf Hitler and Aryanism. Indeed, 
Hegelianism was a link which tied together a 
philosophical revolutionary chain to the modern 
forms and ideas of despotic governments and 
fascist states, in which nationalism is believed to 
be the same as the individual will, and especially as 
it may be personified in a world dictator and tyrant. 
In any case, one may readily see that Hegel was far 
removed from universal truth [which he fancied] and 
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subjected rather to the temporal powers and regional 
spirit of his small geographic place and short period 
of time. His life and circumstances were a flagrant 
and embarrassing contradiction of his philosophy.   

       Notwithstanding, Hegel’s historical idealism 
became full-blown in Karl Marx’s materialistic 
symbol of it. Accordingly, the ideal of the good 
in man would eventually succeed in fulfilling 
the materialistic ideal in the form of a socialistic, 
egalitarian state. Marxism thus anticipated a 
“millennium” [reminiscent of the Third Reich] 
based on the ideal of “dialectic materialism” and 
the “classless state.” This, however, was to be 
achieved by human perseverance through political 
activism, revolution, and war. The result would 
be world communalism, egalitarianism, and 
materialism—a so-called altruistic ideal fulfilled 
but without spiritual regeneration through the 
blood of Christ and graces of the Holy Spirit: in 
a word, a Christless utopia, a sort of Kingdom of 
God without God. It was therefore antichrist! 
For Marx, the primary and greatest need of 
man was natural and physical, not spiritual; 
and he proceeded from this false premise and 
interpretation of history to develop his philosophy. 

       Little illustration would be required here 
to show that Marx’s philosophy as well as almost 
all the philosophies that appeared in the Age of 
Enlightenment were actually “old hat,” merely 
revisiting the primal superstitions of tribal 
ancestors which they shamelessly bellowed out 
in their ignorance. Their conceits and imbibing of 
the spirit of antichrist blinded them to the utter 
foolishness of their intellectual ramblings.

       Machiavelli, Rousseau, Hegel, Marx, and 
others like them, only serve to prove our point 
of the hopeless futility of human reason without 
regeneration and biblical revelation. The merry-
go-round goes on and on, hopelessly revolving 
but never fulfilling the misconceived ideals of its 
passengers. These philosophers get on one horse 
of the merry-go -round and ride it up and down 
and round and round, sometimes switching to a 
different horse but inevitably repeating the same 
up and down and circular motion, only slightly 
adjusted: for they fail to realize that all the horses 
are connected to the same axle and thus are bound 
to the same monotonous motion and circular-
fixed merry-go-round. Only a child or fool 
imagines and believes that the horses are real and 
free. Nevertheless, many philosophers play their 

silly games of reason, and flatter themselves by 
supposing they have invented or discovered “some 
new thing” (Acts 17.21). Eventually, however, 
the merry-go-round wears out and comes to a 
stop according to the Divine Purpose. It may be 
seen here also that Hegel’s epistemological and 
historical formula of thesis, antithesis, synthesis 
does not hold true in the end. Instead of an ever-
rising, improving synthesis, as Hegel supposed in 
his philosophical dialectic, there has been rather 
an ever-rambling on of man’s intellectual and 
practical predicament, which inevitably spirals 
down-hill into chaos and destruction. Ironically, 
this is the very thing we see unfolding in history 
looking through the lens of God’s prophetic Word. 
In the end of history, rebellious mankind is not 
saved and caught up triumphantly in union with 
the Absolute Mind [“God”] but cut off from the 
Absolute and cast into everlasting darkness and 
the lake of fire (Rev. 21.7-15).      

       The same is true with the theory of 
evolution. Though there are many theories, the 
theory harbored by the Roman Catholic Church 
(RCC) is basically theistic evolution mixed with 
other liberal ideas based on the presumption that 
all living things evolved from basic matter and 
reached its pinnacle in man [perfectly imaged in 
Jesus Christ]. But all mankind will continue to 
evolve [progress] into an ever more perfect human 
society [through good works] culminating in the 
ideal of the “body of Christ.” 

The universe is thus a progressive 
manifestation of a universal consciousness—a 
pantheistic or panentheistic idea, similar to the 
ideas postulated by Hegel on the one hand and 
process theologians on the other. The creation 
story in Genesis 1.1–3.24 is accordingly allegorical, 
illustrating how God chose to create the world 
and man through an evolutionary process. The 
self-contradiction of this whole hypothesis is that 
mankind has not progressed in moral goodness 
or in Christlikeness but rather has gradually 
degenerated: and we are assured according to 
God’s prophetic Word that this degeneration 
will continue until Christ appears at His second 
coming with all the holy angels and saints of God 
to bind Satan and defeat the antichrist powers and 
set up His millennial Kingdom on earth.

Only Christ and His power to “renew 
our mind” in the Holy Spirit can free our 
minds and hearts from the merry-go-round of 
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fallen reason and moral depravity; and only the 
revelation of God in Sacred Scripture can guide 
the philosopher’s impotent reason and deceitful 
heart into the knowledge of the truth. Human 
reason without spiritual regeneration and biblical 
revelation always winds up back at its starting 
point, still lost and groping in darkness, for reason 
without grace will not admit to its infirmity and 
corrupt nature and refuses to repent. Accordingly, 
it endeavors impulsively time and time again in 
search of some intellectual fantasy only to return 
to its original fallen state. So it is with Hegel’s 
synthesis; it is an idealistic illusion: for in every 
age of history the world has always wound up 
back at the original fallen thesis, not a higher 
thesis: and man is the worse for it, not the better. 
Real progress without Christ is an illusion, a 
vain and puffed-up deceit conjured up by corrupt 
minds. Only when sanctified by grace and led and 
guided by the Holy Spirit, and instructed by the 
Scriptures, can reason be redeemed and, as such, 
proceed prudently and joyfully to find its way to 
perfection in God’s eternal Kingdom.

 
DISTORTED CONFIDENCE IN REASON

       Wesleyan scholar, Adam Clarke, has blessed 
us with his commentary of the Bible; yet the 
influence of Rationalism which prevailed in his 
day is apparent in his excessive dependence on 
reason. He purports, for example, that the Genesis 
serpent is an ape because it seems more reasonable. 
Later, he rejects the literality of the celestial city, 
New Jerusalem, because its dimensions and 
majestic construction do not seem logical. But 
his views in these instances are more the product 
of rationalistic philosophy than Bible theology. 
This kind of inordinate love for reason supplants 
an element of faith necessary to please God 
(Heb.11.6). It produces twisted interpretations of 
Scripture. While faith is substantiated by facts, yet 
the facts are derived from the One who transcends 
our ability to understand Him and His eternal 
plan fully [especially on this side of glorification]. 
God’s ways and purposes are beyond our ability 
to find them out fully (Job 11.7-12; 37.23-24; 
Is. 55.8-9). The magnificence of His creativity 
staggers our retarded [fallen] intellects; we should 
therefore “fear” [reverence] Him and His Word. 
Clarke would have done well to have weighed 
the wise counsel of his contemporary, Abraham 

Lincoln, “I am profitably engaged in reading 
the Bible. Take all this book you can by reason 
and the balance by faith, and you will live and 
die a better man. It is the best book which God 
has given to man.” Immanuel Kant hits the target 
in this respect, saying, “You do well to base your 
peace and piety on the Gospel, for in the Gospels 
alone is the source of deep spiritual truths, after 
reason has measured out its territory in vain.”
    

Sophisticated, worldly-wise,
I searched for God and found Him not, 
Until one day, the world forgot,
I found Him in my baby’s eyes.

  —Mary Afton Thacker

REASON INSUFFICIENT

The fact that professed atheists, agnostics, 
and skeptics are perceived by the world to be 
among the greatest and most rational intellectuals 
is enough to prove that naked reasoning is 
insufficient to know and extrapolate the truth, for 
if reason were indeed sufficient, there would be no 
atheists, agnostics, and skeptics. It is not too much 
to say, in fact, that fallen reason is inclined away 
from the truth, being infected with sin and spiritual 
rebellion (Mt. 16.23; Rom. 88.7; 1 Cor. 1.19-21; 
2.14). Unregenerate reasoning will indeed make a 
fool of its servant. For as we have seen, some of 
the world’s most celebrated thinkers and logicians 
have postulated some of the most preposterous 
and foolish notions.

Reason is a God-given faculty of the 
mind, to be sure, but some mysteries transcend 
human reason; this, however, does not mean 
that God’s mysteries are unreasonable. The three 
divine persons in one Godhead, the Incarnation 
of the Son of God, and the virgin birth of Christ 
transcend human comprehension because they are 
beyond normal human experience. Confessing the 
existence of God may be a rational assumption 
but perceiving that same God to be three distinct 
persons in one nature and Divinity is a mystery 
hidden from the reason of man; so also, the 
Incarnation, Virgin Birth, and many of the miracles 
that Jesus’ performed. Faithless reason, covered in 
darkness, blinded by Satan and sin, simply cannot 
fathom Jesus’ power to instantaneously turn water 
into wine or to multiply five loaves of bread and 
two small fish, enough to feed between five and 
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fifteen thousand people. Yet the fact of the Trinity, 
the Incarnation, and the Virgin Birth, and miracles 
were apparent in the illustrious life of Christ and 
His teachings. 

No reasoning based on ontological, 
cosmological, teleological, or other rational 
arguments, either latent in man’s innate 
consciousness or perceived by the senses, a priori 
or a posteriori, could arrive at the revelation of 
the Trinity nor comprehend the mystery of the 
Gospel. One God in three Persons is altogether a 
biblical revelation beyond the rational capability 
of man to comprehend it or even to speculate 
about the possibility of it. There is a not a trace of 
the concept of the Trinity [three distinct persons in 
one divine nature] in the history of pagan religion, 
nor even among the patriarchs and prophets in 
the Old Testament. Indeed, it was condemned 
by the Jews as idolatry and a blasphemous 
abomination when Jesus proclaimed that He and 
His Father and the Holy Spirit inhered together 
in an indivisible oneness. It was unintelligible to 
them. It is conceivable that a posteriori reasoning 
or even intuition can lead one to accept the idea 
of monotheism and even the Being of God, 
but never to the co-equality, co-eternalness, 
consubstantial, indivisible three-in-oneness of 
the Godhead. Again, no religious philosophies or 
pagan myths parallel the Trinity. Hegel’s “three 
beat movement in the self-manifestation of the 
Absolute” misses the mark in one way, as much 
as the triadic gods of polytheistic religions in 
another, much as they seek to relate to the divine. 
We simply accept the revelation of Scripture 
regarding many of the hidden mysteries of God 
and go forward in faith on the promises of Him 
“with Whom we have to do.” It is said that even 
Hegel in his more sober moments on his deathbed 
would have no other book read to him but the 
Bible. He confessed that in the Holy Scriptures he 
found what reason could not discover.

Much as reason has its function in the 
development of Christian epistemology, yet 
without the aid of biblical revelation and the Holy 
Spirit it goes astray, often taking its victim down 
a path that ends in vile distortions of truth and 
holiness. Thus, the apostates are described by the 
apostle in Rom. 1.21-32. 

“Because that, when they knew God, 
they glorified him not as God, neither 
were thankful; but became vain in their 

imaginations, and their foolish heart was 
darkened. Professing themselves to be 
wise, they became fools, and changed the 
glory of the uncorruptible God into an 
image made like to corruptible man, and to 
birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping 
things. Wherefore God also gave them up 
to uncleanness through the lusts of their 
own hearts, to dishonor their own bodies 
between themselves: Who changed the truth 
of God into a lie and worshipped and served 
the creature more than the Creator, who is 
blessed forever. Amen. For this cause God 
gave them up unto vile affections: for even 
their women did change the natural use into 
that which is against nature: And likewise 
also the men, leaving the natural use of the 
woman, burned in their lust one toward 
another; men with men working that which 
is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that 
recompence of their error which was meet.  
And even as they did not like to retain God 
in their knowledge, God gave them over to 
a reprobate mind, to do those things which 
are not convenient; Being filled with all 
unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, 
covetousness, maliciousness; full of 
envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; 
whisperers, Backbiters, haters of God, 
despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of 
evil things, disobedient to parents, Without 
understanding, covenant-breakers, 
without natural affection, implacable, 
unmerciful: Who knowing the judgment of 
God, that they which commit such things 
are worthy of death, not only do the same, 
but have pleasure in them that do them” 
(see also Deut. 4.16-18; Ps. 106.20; 2 Kg. 
17.15-16; Jer. 2.5, 11; Eph. 4.17). 

  Regarding the virgin conception and birth 
of Christ: in the course of human history no person 
had ever been conceived in the womb of a virgin 
without the seed of a man fertilizing the egg. Even 
the myths of pagan deities required some god or 
goddess to copulate with humans or with other 
gods or goddesses to produce a Hercules or a 
Cupid.   

Jesus Christ, the personification of 
heaven-sent Truth, became an observable fact 
in the flesh and comprehensible to some degree 
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in that manifestation. Yet our hope in this 
incomprehensible fact is based entirely on faith 
and the revelation of Scripture. For which of us 
in this generation, or previous generations going 
back to Christ’s ascension to the Father, have seen, 
touched, and walked with Jesus during His earthly 
sojourn? None of us! We simply stand by faith on 
the sacred record of His witnesses—Matthew, 
John, James, Peter, Paul, et al. (Jn. 15.27; Acts 
9.3-5; 1 Pet. 2.16; 1 Jn. 1-3). The inspired writers 
of the Bible wrote as they were infallibly guided 
by the Holy Ghost (2 Pet. 2.19-21), and we have 
received in faith their testimony. And we have the 
witness of the Holy Spirit who testifies of Him 
(Jn. 14.26; 15.26; 16.12-16), and our conscience 
also bears witness in the Holy Ghost (Jn. 8.9; 
Rom. 2.15; 9.1; 2 Cor. 1.12; 5.11; et. al). Though 
the finite grope for the Infinite, yet He remains a 
mystery self-disclosed only to the degree of these 
two Revealers: Holy Scripture and the Holy Spirit 
operating through faith.

REASON SUBSERVIENT TO FAITH

Again, we esteem the value of human 
reason. We merely put reason in its proper place, 
subject to faith in Christ and His Word. Augustine 
(354-430) was right in subordinating reason to 
faith. Fides proecidit intellectum (“Faith must 
exist before one can understand”). Anselm (1033-
1109), too, asserted, Credo ut intelligam (“I 
believe in order to understand”). There is a way, 
of course, in which knowledge is also basic; for in 
the depths of our psyche and soul there is a kind 
of mutual correspondence of faith and knowledge. 
Peter Abelard (1079-1142) was a rising star on the 
eve of the Scholastic period of Christian history. 
He was bent more toward the priority of logic and 
philosophy than faith but concluded in his Sic et 
Non [“Yes and No”] that faith, revelation, church 
tradition, and reason have reciprocating roles in 
determining truth. “For by doubting we come 
to inquiry, by inquiry we discover the truth.” 
While we can agree with Abelard that there is 
much to commend in critical thought in its place, 
yet it is plain in the Scriptures that salvific truth 
cannot be discovered at all by unsanctified reason; 
it must be revealed by the grace of God through 
faith. And this fact substantiates our argument 
that Scripture is the foundation and final arbiter 
of truth as interpreted and understood by the God-
appointed authority of the church. 

 While we may doubt denominational 
or personal interpretations of the Scriptural 
revelation, we cannot doubt the revelation itself, 
without resulting wholly to reason, which we have 
already shown is prone to error. “It seems to me” 
is sometimes a world apart from “it is written.” 
Everywhere in Scripture we learn who and what 
God is by the Holy Spirit and the Holy Scriptures 
through faith. In this process there is a priority 
of faith; the transforming power of the new birth 
comes by faith, not reason! “For by grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: 
it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man 
should boast” (Eph. 2.8-9). And again, “For unto 
us was the gospel preached, as well as to them: 
but the word preached did not profit them: not 
being mixed with faith in them that heard it” 
(Heb. 4.2).  In consideration, the Hebrew writer 
declares that “Through faith we understand . . .”
(11.3); and thus Peter: “add to your faith . . .
knowledge” (2 Pet. 1.5). We may conclude then 
that knowledge must be qualified by faith to affect 
a truthful understanding of God and salvation. 
Therefore, although reason cannot be abandoned 
nor depreciated in its created function, it must be 
regenerated and made subservient to faith.

We have seen then that reason cannot be 
of any eternal value to us beyond its context in 
faith. One is born-again simply by responding 
in faith to the call of God in “repentance and 
believing in the Gospel” (Mt. 4.17; Mk. 1.15; 
Acts 11.17-18). Faithless and unsanctified 
reasoning has in fact precipitated the modern era 
of higher criticism: a heresy inflamed by scholars 
and faithless intellectuals who contradict biblical 
infallibility and inerrancy; charging that the Bible 
is unreliable and cannot be trusted. While we 
agree that no version or translation of the Bible is 
infallible or inerrant, as we will notice in the next 
chapter, yet the perfect and infallible Word of God 
may be discerned and identified by searching and 
studying the multiplicity of ancient manuscripts 
and papyri fragments, and by comparing noble 
versions of the Bible. This is the duly ordained 
work of God’s church and in large part the reason 
it is called the “pillar and ground of the truth.”     

Faith comes by “hearing the Word of 
God,” not by listening to Adamic reasoning, 
which is confused with sin and subject to the 
deceptions of the devil (Gen. 3.1-7; 2 Cor. 
4.4;11.2-3; 2 Thess. 2.3-12). Again, we assert that 

Cont’d on p. 12



Ladies RetreatLadies RetreatLadies Retreat was held this year in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee at the Black 
Fox Lodge. It was planned and directed  by Pam Jones, International Ladies 
Ministries director. The theme was “In the Eyes of the Lord.” The service 
opened Friday night with warm greetings from Julie Steele, wife of the State 
Overseer, and Dale Phillips, wife of the Presiding Bishop. Summer Wilson 
conducted a devotional and Shelby Erwin led in worship, which ushered in the 
presence of God. Guest speaker, Lyresa Embry Ashley, then preached a message 
about having God’s favor. The service concluded with the women praying 
for one another. Food and fellowship followed, which included the women 
participating in a game of “Sister Feud” led by Wanda Busbee and 
Alice Jones.

Saturday morning devotional was led by Kim Erwin. She emphasized that 
confirmation of our salvation must come from God not man.  She encouraged us 
to have a relationship with our Creator and to know our worth in His eyes. Three 
special classes filled the afternoon.  Babs Sullivan taught about “The Promise”; 
Victoria Green, “The Treasure”; and Marie Llaneza, “The Covenant.” All three 
classes were engaging and enlightening, and encouraged us to go deeper in our 
walk with the Lord. Afterward the ladies enjoyed more food and fellowship. 

Saturday evening devotion was led by Wilma Carter. She put on an inspirational   
demonstration of how Queen Esther was chosen and favored by the King. 
Worship lead again by Shelby and Chrystal Martinez blessed everyone with a 
special song on the flute. We then received a special greeting by our Presiding 
Bishop, Wade Phillips, and our guest speaker concluded the service with a 
message on how we should rejoice (Phil 4.4). She emphasized that we should  
ask God for what we need, and  be thankful that we have the ability to ask and 
pray. She encouraged us to lay aside the weight that slows us down and to finish 
the good fight. She instructed us further to humble ourselves before the Lord 
so that we may receive what we need from Him (1 Pet. 5.6). Following the 
message, the altars were filled with women crying out to the Lord to meet their 
needs. Many walked away full of joy and unspeakable glory!

Sunday morning was the last session of our retreat. Holly Drake led in a 
devotion focused on our walk with God (Lk. 9.23-25, 62). Kari Snyder sang 
a special under God’s anointing: “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus.” Our director, 
Sister Pam, then gave us the final challenge to keep our focus on God. She 
encouraged us to look fully into the face of Jesus (2 Cor. 4.6) and called upon 
the ministers to come forward and anoint and pray over the prayer cloths. Each 
lady was encouraged to take a prayer cloth for herself and others who may have 
special needs. The altars were again filled with women of all ages praying over 
the cloths for friends and family members. The Holy Ghost filled the room as we 
worshipped and made our request known to the Lord. 

Seventy-nine ladies attended and participated in the retreat; they ranged in ages 
between 14 and 90. We especially missed three mighty women for the Lord 
who were unable to attend this year: Donna Pounders, Faye Davis, and Sandra 
Moore. But they sent greetings and assured us of their prayers for the meeting. 
The youth were engaged throughout the retreat and participated in classes, 
worship, and skits. They were also active in the altars, seeking for a deeper walk 
with God. Following the last service on Sunday morning, Elizabeth Brewer 
tarried at the altar until she was baptized with the Holy Ghost and fire, evidenced 
by speaking in tongues, and Amanda Hall was sanctified by the power of God. 
It was a blessed weekend that strengthened and encouraged the women of Zion 
to remain faithful in the eyes of the Lord!

Activity: “Sister Feud”

Devotions
and Skits

Laughter and
“hand-laughter”

First-Timers10
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for reason to be profitable and edifying, it must 
be instructed, guided, and governed by Scripture. 
For reason, like all else that is human, has fallen 
and can be redeemed only through faith and the 
regenerating power of the Holy Spirit. Again, 
reason is not necessarily hostile to faith, it is 
merely incompetent. Our whole system of religion 
is therefore called the faith, not the reason. The 
moment our faith becomes altogether intellectually 
comprehensible it will cease to be the faith of the 
Gospel. This is not to contradict what has been 
said about intellectual responsibility, but merely 
to point out that while the mind [intellect] is a 
necessary component in salvation, it has its limits; 
whereas revelation, as it has been expired from 
the mouth of God, that is, from His very essence, 
is perfect (Mt. 4.4; 5.48; 1 Tim. 3.16; see also 2 
Sam. 22.31; Ps. 18.30; 19.7; 50.2).

LOVE A NECESSARY INGREDIENT

Reason must also, above all, be tempered 
by love to be profitable, for the New Testament is 
founded on agape, the love of God! Yes, we are saved 
by faith, but it is “faith that worketh by love” (Gal 
5.6). The hidden mysteries and truths of the Gospel 
are brought to light through the special ingredient 
and operations of love. Otherwise, the true light of 
the Gospel remains veiled. Love is “shed abroad 
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost” (Rom. 5.5), and 
its dynamic power illuminates our understanding, 
enabling us to discern and feel the truth. For “love 
rejoices in the truth” (1 Cor. 13.6). Paul thus 
advises Timothy on this wise: “Now the end of 
the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, 
and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned” 
(1 Tim.1.5); which is to say, all theology which is  
profitable for salvation ends in love and holiness.

Let Him lead thee blindfold onwards,
Love needs not to know;
Children whom the Father leadeth
Ask not where they go.
Though the path be all unknown, 
Over moors and mountains lone.

   —Gerhard Tersteegen

Love enlightens hearts. This was the missing 
ingredient in the so-called Age of Enlightenment. 
Reason eclipsed love as well as faith. That’s why 
the Enlightenment was not enlightenment at all! 

It was a misnomer. For love, not reason, gives us 
assurance that “we know” God and are saved. The 
seed of salvation is first planted in the heart, not 
the head. “For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth confession 
is made unto salvation” (Rom. 10.10; and again, 
“That if thou . . . shalt believe in thine heart that 
God raised [Jesus] from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved” (v. 9).  

The apostle John says, “But whoso keepeth 
his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: 
hereby we know that we are in him” (1 Jn. 2.5). 
And again, “And we have known and believed the 
love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that 
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him” 
4.16). Reason therefore must be conditioned by 
love and faith. If our affections toward God are not 
right, neither will be our theology. We learn more 
and deeper by the heart than by the brain. Johann 
Neander’s [1789-1850] motto is adequate: Pectus 
est quod theologum facit [“It is the heart that 
makes [moves] the theologian”]. But it is the heart 
also that makes the Christian. Blaise Pascal [1623-
1662] and the whole Pietistic movement in the 
seventeenth- , eighteenth- ,  and nineteenth centuries 
were in agreement with Neander on this point. 
Pietism influenced the Mennonites, Brethren, Dutch 
Reformed, and the Moravians, the latter of whom 
in turn influenced the great John Wesley [1703-
1791] and the holiness movement in the eighteenth-, 
nineteenth-, and early twentieth centuries. And 
this is our heritage in Zion Assembly. Our faith 
[and religion] is of the heart, which conditions our 
intellect and reason.  

THE UNREGENERATE MIND

The philosophies of men only echo or 
express the thoughts of their minds, and all men are 
philosophers and theologians in one way or other. 
Therefore, if their minds are unregenerate, they 
can only conjure such thoughts as are predicated 
on and prejudiced by the fallen nature. Since the 
mind is a marvelous creation of God, magnanimous 
in its ability to think, then it only follows that if 
it is unregenerate, it will produce a multiplicity 
of unregenerate ideas, concepts, inferences, 
assumptions, and principles. This is true also 
regarding biblical interpretation. Interpretation by 
an unregenerate person becomes rather legislative 
than judicious. There is an irresistible tendency 

Cont’d from p. 9
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in the fallen nature to prejudice the Divine truth 
with deceit and error. The mind follows the heart 
in this instance: “the heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked: who can 
know it? I the Lord search the hearts, I try the 
reins, even to give every man according to his 
ways, and according to the fruit of his doings”
(Jer. 17.9-10).  

The Fall of man does not impair the mind’s 
ability to think, or else it could not come to the 
knowledge of the truth. But the Fall and original sin 
impairs the mind from thinking rightly; it subjects 
and limits the mind to the degenerate experience 
and therefore dictates and governs its decisions 
and actions. The Fall affected and impaired the 
mind in a similar manner to how an electric 
circuit is disconnected from its power source. It 
is analogous to a blown circuit: it is dead-ended 
and needs to be restored and repaired. Even when 
the circuit is restored [by analogy, regenerated], 
sometimes it develops a short circuit or side circuit 
which deflects most of the power current, and, 
as such, prevents the appliance or the receptacle 
from functioning properly—that is, at full power. 
In this case one might say, by analogy, the circuit 
needs to be sanctified, that is, fully or perfectly 
restored. When a circuit is blown, the only solution 
is to replace the circuit with new wires or a new 
breaker, however the case may be. 

Fallen man is found to be in such a helpless 
predicament. His only salvation is to become “a 
new creature” in Christ, “born again,” in which 
“old things pass away, and all things become 
new” (Jn. 3:3-8; 2 Cor. 5.17; 1 Pet. 1.23). The 
believer is transformed by the “renewing of 
. . . [his] mind” (Rom. 12.2), which happens 
simultaneously with the new birth (Lk. 10.27; 
Rom. 7.23-25; 1 Thess. 5.23). (Here the “mind,” 
Gk. nous, is distinguished from the “heart” [Gk. 
kardia], as understanding is distinguished from 
emotions/affections. And here “salvation” is an 
interesting term. Its etymology is derived from 
the Gk., soteria, which translated into the Latin, 
salvatio, denoting to salvage or to restore what has 
been lost, as in a shipwreck; to save from ruin and 
destruction. Now this is explained in view of what 
has been said about a new creature in Christ. One 
is not a new creature in an absolute sense, that is, 
he still has his intellect, heart, body, etc., but now 
the heart and mind are renewed in justification 
and holiness, and there is the promise also that 

in the resurrection, the body will be renewed and 
glorified (Rom. 8.18-23). The believer is by faith 
reborn, recreated, transformed, regenerated, 
sanctified. Thus, what was lost in Adam is restored 
and saved from destruction in Christ. Through 
Adam’s transgression, all men inherit the “old 
man,” that is, the nature or body of sin; whereas 
in Christ, the “new man” is “put on” and the old 
“put off” or “crucified” (Rom.5.8-21; 6.6; Gal 
2.20; 5.24; 6.14; Eph. 4.22-24; Col. 3.8-12).

Without the government of God and His 
Written Word, the unregenerate mind may conjure 
up an almost infinite number of misconceptions 
and evil imaginations (Gen. 6.5; 8.21; 2 Cor. 
10.5). There seems to be no bottom to the mind’s 
degenerate capability (Rom.1.21-25) nor its 
prideful inclination to wander away from the 
revelation of God and His truth recorded in Holy 
Scripture. This is evidenced in history by the 
plethora of manufactured gods [millions of them!] 
and the apparent bottomless pit of immoral and 
vile affections (vv. 26-32). It is apparent also in the 
endless number of deviations and bewitchments of 
human “wisdom” set forth by vain philosophers, 
scientists, and intellectuals. These extend back 
to the earliest “thinkers” following the Fall of 
man to the venerated philosophers of Greece: 
Thales, Anaximander, Anaximenes, Anaxagoras, 
Archelaus, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Diogenes, 
and on to Voltaire, Berkeley, Hume, and Kant, to 
Sarte, Russell, and other renown atheists in the 
twentieth century. The enchantments and idolatry 
of human “wisdom” is evidenced in the histories 
of Sumer, Babylon, Egypt, Persia, India, China 
and elsewhere in the East, to Greece, Rome, 
Europe, America, and the whole western world. 

The thoughts of each vain philosopher and 
intellectual intersect with others from time to time, 
sometimes overshooting the runway that leads to 
the Truth, sometimes falling short of the runway; 
and in either case ending in no truth at all. And 
this is said not so much to dishonor these men or 
human cultures, but to show the inadequacies of 
reason and especially fallen reason. The skeptic, 
Pierre Bayle (1647-1709), was right in this regard: 

“Our Reason is capable of nothing but 
the creation of universal confusion and 
universal doubt: it has no sooner built 
up a system than it shows you the means 
of knocking it down. It is a veritable 

Cont’d on p. 16
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Josύe Hernandez (right) 
administering the covenant to 
Pastor Daniel Gonzalez Oliva 

Pastor Oliva and wife, 
Suset Jimenes Ciriano

Josύe and his wife, 
Claudia, along with 
Pastor Oliva visiti ng 

local families

NowNow
 in in

 Cuba Cuba

Zion

Congregati on

A door opened for the church in February on the beauti ful island of Cuba. Pastor Daniel Gonzalez Oliva 
reached out via the internet and contacted one of our ministers, Leyre Josύe Hernandez, pastor of the 
Lancaster church in southern California. This led to some warm fellowship and several conversati ons 
about the church: her vision, teachings, and mission in the world. These exchanges were made in 
counsel with the Presiding Bishop. Aft er a few weeks. Pastor Oliva expressed his desire to unite with 
Zion; Brother Hernandez was then sent to Cuba by the Presiding Bishop to minister and receive 
Brother Oliva and his congregati on into the church. Brother Hernandez arrived in Cuba on March 2, 

2022, ministered for a few days, and  set the church in order 
on March 6 with nine members. The church is located in 
Marti lla, near Havana. Brother Oliva was appointed pastor 
and Jose Buena Ozala, clerk and treasurer.

Pastor Oliva taking others into the church
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Exciting News in Nigeria

The theme was “Solve it with Greater Mercy.“ Many ministers were on program, including Bishop Akanbi 
Taiwo, Bishop Elijah Adebowale, Bishop Aderibigbe Babatunde, Pastor Timothy Gbadebo, Bishop Yomi 
Adekunle and others. Our focus in this revival was to plead to God to show us mercy during difficult 
times, when sin is  increasing, and when people are falling from grace and the fear of God. The revival 
emphasized the need to restore the life of people and show them the way back to God, and to deliver them 
from the forces of darkness. The final day of the revival lasted all-night. Bishop Yomi Adekunle ministered 
deliverance and healing to over hundred people as they reconsecrated their lives to Christ. Many received 
their healing; a woman, Mrs Victoria, who was deaf and dumb received her healing that night. She heard 
and spoke that same night. There was a great encounter with Christ when the choir brought down the 
presence of God through  praise & worship. All the brethren were blessed! It was a great revival which will 
not be soon forgotten because the Holy Spirit dwelt among His people. Some of the Bible verses cited in 
the revival included Rom.5.8-10, 1 Pet.2.24-25, Phil. 4.19, Luke 13.11-13, and 2 Cor. 8:8-9.

RevivalMarch 2-4, 2022
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Penelope, who unpicks during the 
night the tapestry that she has woven 
during the day. Accordingly, the best 
use that one can make of philosophical 
studies is to recognize that it is a way 
that leads astray, and that we ought to 
look for another guide, which we shall 
find in the Light of Revelation.”

Even the sanctified mind falls short and 
cannot be fully trusted, for it computes in part 
what is fed to it through its empirical nature 
and the fallen world around it. The truth is often 
confused or influenced by reason and/or sensual 
perception. While our senses and sanctified 
experiences are a necessary category in the 
development of our epistemology, helping us to 
“come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 
2.4), yet they are far from infallible. Neither the 
intelligence of man nor the artificial intelligence 
of technology and machines are a sufficient guide 
to establish our rule of faith and discipline in 
God’s church. In the final analysis, we need the 
special revelation of the Scriptures: for not only 
can we not fully trust the information of our 
senses (1 Cor. 2.9-16; 2 Cor. 5.7; 2 Pet. 1.16-19; 
Rom. 7.13-23), but also interpretations which 
emerge from our rationalizations. All the avenues 
of man’s understanding fall short of their ability 
to perfectly understand and compute truth. This 
becomes most apparent in view of our glorious 
God who “[dwells] in the light which no man can 
approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor 
can see . . .” (1 Tim. 6.16). His ways and thoughts 
are simply too high for us: 

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith 
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher 
[light years higher!] than the earth. So 
my ways [directions] are higher than 
your ways, and my thoughts [purposes/
intentions] than your thoughts” (Is. 55.8-
9; see also Job 11.7-12; 33.12-13; 35.1-
16; 36.22, 26; Eccl. 3.11; Rom. 11.33). 

God is all-knowing and all-wise, which, by 
definition, means He has never learned anything. 
All He knows now He has always known. And He 
knows all things absolutely, comprehending all 
of creation in an indivisible moment. “Man can 

count the seeds in an apple, but only God knows 
how many apples are in a seed.” “He telleth 
[counts] the number of the stars . . . [and] calleth 
them all by name” (Ps. 147.4); not a sparrow 
[insignificant as it may be], falls to the ground 
without the Father’s knowledge of it (Mt. 10.29; 
Lk. 12.6); He knows the number of hairs on the 
head of each person [more than eight billion heads 
now] and keeps track of all, though the number 
is constantly changing from moment to moment 
(Mt. 10.30; Lk. 12.7). He comprehends all things 
visible and invisible; His eyes pierce the darkness 
of the habitation of demons and peers deeply 
into the hearts and minds of men. He knows the 
thoughts of all men, their needs and wants, their 
past and future, their works [good and evil], their 
individual steps and ways through life, and the 
end of each man. And all this knowledge He has 
known from eternity (Job 31.4; Ps. 33.13-15; 
556.8; 104.24; 139.1-4; Is. 44.28; 46.9-10; Mal. 
3.16; Mt. 6.8; Acts 2.23; 15.8, 18; Rom. 11.33; 
Heb 4.13; Rev. 1.8; 2.2, 9, 19). No wonder the 
psalmist in awe exclaimed, “Such knowledge is 
too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain 
unto it” (Ps. 139.6). 

Still, God shares His secrets and mysteries 
with His church: even the “hidden wisdom, 
which God ordained before the world unto our 
glory” (1 Cor. 2.7). “Surely the Lord God will 
do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his 
servants the prophets” (Amos 3.7). And in the 
New Testament He has revealed the secrets of 
His eternal kingdom to His apostles, who laid 
the foundation of the church upon the terms of 
the New Covenant (Eph. 2.20; 3.4-10; see also 
Mt. 26.28; 2 Cor. 3.6; Heb. 7.22; 9.15-17). The 
church is therefore “the pillar and ground of the 
truth” (1 Tim. 3.15), and as such, is “a dreadful 
[reverential/awesome] place!” (Gen. 28.17). 
He has given divine “authority” and “the keys 
of the kingdom” to His saints, but especially to 
His church, the body of Christ—the corporate 
fellowship of His people (Mt. 16.19; Lk. 1.38; 
Dan. 7.18, 22, 27).

“Henceforth I call you not servants; for 
the servant knoweth not what his lord 
doeth: but I have called you friends; 
for all things that I have heard of my 
Father I have made known unto you” 
(Jn. 15.15). 

Cont’d from p. 13
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As such, the church is a divine institution, 
authorized to act for Christ until He returns to 
rapture His perfected bride away (Mt. 16.19; 
18.17; Mk. 13.34; Lk. 19.13; Jn. 20.23; Acts 1.14-
26; 6.1-7; 15.1–16.5; 1 Cor. 5.4-13; 2 Cor. 5.18-
20; Eph. 5.27; 1 Thess. 4.16-18; Rev. 19.7-8; 21.2, 
9-10). This function of the church is an important 
component in our epistemological scheme in Zion 
Assembly. But of this we will elaborate more fully 
in the next chapter. 

THE EFFECTS OF MAN’S SINFUL 
PREDICAMENT

The infection of sin and the curse of God 
deformed the world: made it into a “waste howling 
wilderness” (Gen. 3.1-15; Deut. 32.10). Driven 
out of paradise in Eden, man suddenly found 
himself in a hostile environment, alienated from 
God (Gen. 3.23-24; Jer. 2.5-6; Hos. 13.5-8). The 
disorder in the universe and now the sinful nature 
in man placed him in an eccentric predicament, 
causing his conceptions and perceptions of reality 
to be blurred. His fall dislocated him; he discovered 
himself on the wrong side of the interface of glory. 
As such, he could not delineate the proper order of 
things, physical nor metaphysical, much less the 
spiritual things of God. [“Think not thy wisdom 
can illume away the ancient tanglement of night 
and day”]. See Job 37.1–42.17; 1 Cor. 1.1–2.16). 

Man lives with the phenomena of light, 
time, space, and gravity, but he does not 
understand them. Yet, to deny them is absurd. 
The idealist denies their reality, the nihilist 
their relevance, the pessimist their benevolence 
and worth, and the skeptic the certainty of their 
existence or purpose. But the “great minds” who 
espouse these twisted ideas also in one way or 
another deny the atmosphere with the very air 
they breathe from its reality. Hear the apostle’s 
refutation and rebuke of the ancient philosophers, 
“. . . the world by wisdom knew not God” (1 Cor. 
1.21) and “Where is the disputer of this world?’’ 
(v. 20). Only the disputers are gone; the irrefutable 
world remains. 

“We are the victims of a mental or 
moral astigmatism, which sees a single 
point of truth as two. We see God and 
men, divine sovereignty and human 
freedom, Christ’s divine nature and 

Christ’s human nature, the natural 
and the supernatural, respectively, as 
two disconnected facts, when perhaps 
deeper insight would see but one”
(A.H. Strong: Systematic Theology).

We conclude then that only the infinite 
mind of God sees and comprehends all things in 
their totality: their internal and external relations 
and workings and their correspondence with each 
other. Our whole finite system of understanding 
must ultimately yield in faith to the biblical 
revelation, that we may finally “[acknowledge] the 
mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ” 
(Col. 2.2) and thereby attain to “justification” in 
His sight (Rom. 1.17; 5.1; Gal. 3.11; Is. 32.17; 
Hab. 2.4).

PLAIN AND SIMPLE GOSPEL 

We do not agree with those who suppose 
great knowledge to have begun in Babylon or Egypt 
and passed from there to Greece and thence to Rome 
and Byzantium. Our conviction is that the fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of “knowledge” and 
“wisdom” (Prov. 1.7; 15.33). We hold that spiritual 
knowledge is superior knowledge, and begins with 
a knowledge of God through regeneration and 
the government of His revealed Word. Further, we 
hold that all knowledge and certified truth outside 
the Bible is never contradictory to the Bible. 
We contend therefore that spiritual knowledge 
began with Noah and continued afterwards 
with Abraham (this side of the Flood) and was 
articulated by the law given to Israel through  
Moses which more clearly guided and directed 
the lives and thoughts of His people (Ex. 19.7-
9; 20.1–31.18; Gal. 3.19–4.7). As such, it was a 
“schoolmaster to bring us to Christ” (Gal. 3.24). 

The law was fulfilled and perfected by 
the incarnate Word, Christ Jesus (Jn. 1.1-14), 
transmitted through God’s church and left in 
the custody of the church subsequently to the 
Ascension. Moreover, this knowledge and wisdom 
disappeared both subjectively and objectively 
in proportion to the church’s falling away and 
apostasy in the early centuries of Christianity 
and began to reappear again in its fullness and 
purity during the Radical Reformation among 
the Anabaptists, Moravians, et al.] beginning 
in the sixteenth century. The lives and works of 
the scattered heroes of the Dark- and Medieval 
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Ages are also acknowledged here: who resisted 
the heresies and idolatrous practices of Roman 
Catholicism, many of whom were martyred for 
holding to their faith and walking in the light 
of the fundamental truths of salvation. In the 
end, however, spiritual knowledge will find full 
fruition and demonstration in proportion to the full 
restoration and perfection of God’s church (Eph. 
1.10; 4.11-13; 5.26-32; Rev. 19.7-8). This will 
be especially in evidence during the millennium 
(Is. 2.2-4; 11.9. 11-16; 26.2; 29.17; 30.23-26; 
33.13.24; 35.1-10; 51.3; 60.1-22; 61.4-5; 62.10; 
65.17-25; 66.17-24; Eph 3.9-10; Rev. 20.1-7; see 
also Mt. 5.5; 19.28; 20.20-23; 25.34; Lk. 12.32; 
19.16-19; 22. 29-30; Jn. 14.2-3; 1 Cor. 6.2-3; 2 
Tim. 2.12; Rev. 2.26-27; 3.21; 5.10; 12.5; 19.15; 
20.4-7; 21.42-27; 22.5; Jer. 31.12; Ezek. 28.26; 
47.12; Dan. 7.13-14, 18, 22, 27; Hos. 2.21-23; 
Joel. 2.18-26; 3.16-21; Amos 9.14; Micah 4.2-3; 
Zeph. 3.12; Zech. 2.11; 8.22-23; 9.10; 14.17-19).
    How much value is there, therefore, in 
contemplating all the paganistic and dizzy-headed 
imaginations held in the philosophies of the ancients 
and the “great minds” of the Enlightenment and 
the liberal views boldly postulated by modernists 
in the last century? How much time should we 
spend contemplating pantheism, panentheism, 
deism, skepticism, pessimism, idealism, realism, 
nominalism, empiricism, rationalism, Platonism, 
Stoicism, Hedonism, Epicureanism, Aristotelianism, 
Thomism, Calvinism, Neoplatonism, scientism, 
existentialism, materialism, phenomenalism, 
humanism, relativism, pragmatism, sophism, or 
the far Eastern idolatries and notions of Taoism, 
Brahmanism, Sikhism, Buddhism, the “Four Noble 
Truths,” Nirvana, Transcendentalism, Karma, 
samsara, Dharma or Early Church heresies such 
as Gnosticism, Patrapassianism, monothelitism, 
monophysiticism, Apollinarianism Nestorianism, 
Eutychianism, Pelagianism, or the relatively recent 
Western theological notions such as Barthianism, 
personalism, positivism, syncretism, liberalism, 
postliberalism, postmodernism, positive thinking, 
the “God above God” doctrine, the “God is Dead” 
craze, demythologization, and the seeming endless 
whims of existential and mystical ideas, all of which 
contradict or transcend traditional theism and the 
biblical revelation of salvation and the Gospel of the 
Kingdom of God? How much time must be spent 
on the “babblings” and “vain jangling” of men and 
their endless conjectures, presumptions, guesses, 

theories, hypotheses, postulations, etc., which 
they boldly and arrogantly propagate before it is 
to the detriment and expense of the Truth and the 
plain and simple Gospel of Jesus Christ? Need we 
become knowledgeable of all things and everybody, 
to a more or lesser degree, to be better suited for 
our vocation and divine calling in God’s church? 
This is the contention of some who argue that it is 
consistent with apostolic admonitions to know how 
“to give an answer to every man that asketh . . . 
[us] a reason of the hope that is in . . . [us]” (1 
Pet. 3.15), and how to become “all things to all 
men, that [we] might by all means save some” 
(1 Cor. 9.19-23). These Scriptures are thus 
interpreted to mean that the more we know about 
these ancient heresies and modern philosophies 
and theological conceits and fantasies, the better 
we are prepared to argue the cause of Christ, and 
to convince gainsayers. Should we therefore read 
and study the whole Book of Mormon to refute 
the Mormons on their own ground? Or should 
we rather proclaim Christ on His ground and 
devote ourselves to the everlasting Word of God 
which alone possesses power to convict and save 
sinners, and to encourage and guide born-again 
believers into the “all things” of Christ (Mt. 
28.19-20; Eph. 4.11-16; Col. 1.28; 1 Pet. 2.1-2; 
2 Pet. 1.2-11; 3.18)? Someone has reasoned that 
the most effective means to recognize counterfeit 
money is simply to know the prominent markings 
of real money. Once one has a keen eye for a duly 
authorized minted five-dollar bill, he will quickly 
recognize the counterfeit.  

The result from the erroneous theory 
mentioned above is almost invariably to the 
detriment of the truth and effective evangelism. 
For to expand one’s knowledge into so many 
and varied fields of knowledge requires in most 
cases one to limit or minimize his/her knowledge 
of the Word of God. It is in almost all cases a 
“knowledge [that] puffeth up” (1 Cor. 8.1) rather 
than knowledge that builds up the character and 
spirituality of sincere believers and the body of 
Christ. It is “wisdom that descendeth not from 
above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish [demonic]” 
(Jas. 3.15; note also vv. 16-18) This is the context 
in which the apostle Paul says, “But we preach 
Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling 
block, and unto the Greeks foolishness” (1 Cor. 
1.23). We do not argue the Gospel but proclaim 
it! (Is. 49.2; 61.1-2; 1 Cor. 2.1-5; 2 Tim. 3.14-17; 
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4.2-4 and cp. 1 Tim. 4.6-7; 2 Tim. 2.15-17; Titus 
1.3). It has its own power! (Hos. 6.5; Jer. 23.29; 
Heb. 4.12). Precious time and energy are wasted 
on following philosophical rabbit trails and 
chasing intellectual vapors [the “wisdom of men,” 
vv. 20-30]. If one studies for four hours, and he 
divides those four hours giving two to Aristotle, 
one to Voltaire, and one to the apostle John, he has 
at least sacrificed John and at the most, cheated 
him. Indeed, the apostles warned against this very 
thing: 

“Beware lest any man spoil you through 
philosophy and vain deceit, after the 
tradition of men, after the rudiments of 
the world, and not after Christ” (Col. 2.8). 

“But though we, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gospel unto 
you than that which we have preached 
unto you, let him be accursed. As we said 
before, so say I now again, If any man 
preach any other gospel than that which 
ye have received, let him be accursed” 
(Gal. 1.14-15; see also 1 Tim. 1.4-7; 
2 Tim. 4.3-4; Titus 1.14). 

Upon further observation it may be noted 
that many of them who boast of great knowledge 
can hardly squeeze enough out of their great 
intellects and reservoirs of knowledge to name 
the prophets, much less expound upon them with 
any depth. They can expound the philosophies of 
Thales, Hume, Kant, Russel, and Sarte, but they 
cannot quote the names of the twelve sons of 
Jacob or the twelve disciples of Christ, much less 
expound upon their significances. They can quote 
the exact date of the Crimean War or George 
Washington’s birthday, but they do not know even 
the millennium of which Hosea preached. They 
know full well the birthplace and philosophy of 
John Locke, but they do not know even the town 
in which Jesus was reared, much less expound 
upon His doctrine. In recent years, we have been 
secularized to the extent that we feel good about 
token Bible studies and devotions, though they 
lack passionate meditation and consecration. We 
are in a battle for the souls of men and our own, 
yet we avoid or procrastinate the very “Word of 
life” that can save souls (Jn 5.39, 45-47; 2 Tim. 
2.15; 3.15-17; Jas. 1.21).

Again, we are not suggesting that we should 
wallow in ignorance of all knowledge and reality 
not explicitly revealed in Scripture. We are merely 
pointing out that for knowledge or ideas to be trusted 
and spiritually edifying, they must be tempered 
and governed by Scripture, and in any case not 
contradict the Scriptural revelation. But see, if the 
Bible is the ultimate standard of truth, how will we 
know to judge other sources of information if we do 
not become intimately acquainted and “thoroughly 
furnished” with Holy Scripture? (2 Tim. 3.14-17).

“Study to shew thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to 
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth. But shun profane and vain 
babblings: for they will increase unto 
more ungodliness. And their word will eat 
as doth a canker: of whom is Hymeneus 
and Philetus; Who concerning the faith 
have erred . . . and overthrow the faith 
of some . . .  But foolish and unlearned 
questions avoid, knowing that they 
gender strifes . . . In meekness instructing 
those who oppose themselves; if God 
will peradventure give them repentance 
to the acknowledging of the truth . . .” 
(2 Tim. 2.15-25)

It is realized of course that our present 
thesis is to some degree relative. Christians are in 
the world and thus become unavoidably occupied 
in the secular system of the world, whether it 
be relative to education, politics, government, 
law enforcement, or any one of a thousand other 
vocations. Obviously, there is a place and time 
for the study of world history, world religion, the 
humanities, classics, politics, government, and 
all the fields of law and science. Nevertheless, 
Christians, and especially ministers, should not 
become preoccupied with secular systems and 
disciplines nor “entangled with the affairs of this 
life” (2 Tim. 2.4); but rather use them merely for 
a means to an end (1 Cor. 7.31): the end being 
always to establish the will of God as revealed 
in His Word. Again, Christians would do well to 
infiltrate the world—its highways and byways, its 
institutions and academies, and thereby heal much 
of the world’s sin-sick condition. But Christians 
must be clear in their mission and sober in their 
affection to accomplish this, for the inevitable 
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tendency is for Christians to become subverted by 
worldliness instead of converting it to godliness! 

As lay workers, and especially ministers 
in the Lord’s Zion, should we not be careful to 
specialize in knowing the Holy Scriptures and 
devoting most of our time and energies to the 
study of the Sacred Revelation, and most of what 
time is left to the implementation and commission 
of that revelation? Should we be embarrassed 
because we do not know the essence of Voltaire’s 
philosophy (infidelities and deistic doubts) or 
Shakespeare’s sonnets (which in many instances, 
fluctuate between homosexual and heterosexual 
passions)? Or should we feel consoled by the fact 
that we have diligently and prayerfully studied the 
Word of God “to show ourselves approved unto 
God, workmen that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2.15)? 
Without question, the latter is justified. Hear the 
apostle: “For I determined not to know anything 
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified” 
(1 Cor. 2.2). Nowhere are we eternally judged 
for what Aristotle or Confucius had written, but 
everywhere we are  judged by the Word of God (Rev. 
20.12-15; 22.18-19). Jesus sternly reprimanded 
the Sadducees for supplanting the authority of 
Scripture with tradition and unsanctified reason: 
“Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the 
power of God” (Mt. 22.29; also Mk. 12.18).

AIMLESS INTELLECTUALIZING

Most modern theologians and philosophers 
in their study of God, and God’s relation to man, 
transcend the Bible as the primary source of 
authority and appeal to man’s existential moments, 
or else his intellectual capacity to reason. Thus, 
where Scripture and reason seem to conflict, 
reason is esteemed superior. (Not that Scripture 
and reason necessarily conflict, but men reason 
from a finite position and make faith subservient to 
reason). In this way reason negates faith instead of 
being conditioned by it, and theology, philosophy, 
and intellectualism become synonymous in 
definition and application. In contrast we admit in 
Zion Assembly that our greatest emphases are not 
toward free intellectual exercises or freethinking. 
But this is the whole point. We claim most of all to 
be Biblicists, not intellectuals or philosophers, nor 
even theologians as far as a study of God outside 
the authority of the Scriptures. God’s church 
acknowledges no extra-biblical authority upon 

which its faith is grounded. This fact is reflected 
in her church covenant, which is tenaciously 
adhered to as an essential principle in the church’s 
fellowship, government, and discipline.

“Will you sincerely promise in the 
presence of God and these witnesses 
that you will accept this Bible as the 
Word of God-believe and practice 
its teachings rightly divided the New 
Testament as your rule of faith and 
practice, government and discipline, 
and agree to walk together as one 
body in the light of the Gospel to the 
best of your knowledge and ability?”

This dogmatic view of the Holy Scriptures 
obviously stands opposed to many modern 
political, philosophical, and religious ideologies, 
such as communism, humanism, evolutionism, 
and feminism. Indeed, it is an offence to the 
liberalism and intellectualism now prevailing in 
professing Christian circles.

To teach and train our minds to “think” for 
the wrong reasons and toward the wrong ends, or 
no end, is nothing more than sophisticated idolatry. 
It parallels humanism [makes man the center of all 
things] and ends in self-worship. To glorify God and 
minister the Gospel of grace to a lost world is the 
only worthwhile end in education or “learning how 
to think.” Education for mere temporal advantage 
is worldly and self-serving. The Duke of Wellington  
said well, “Educate men without religion and you 
make them but clever devils.” On the other hand, 
educate men with apostate religion and you make 
them potentially more iniquitous. The devil himself 
is extremely religious. Calvin said, “Satan is an 
acute theologian.” And Calvin should know for 
in some of his theological constructs, he reflected 
the “deceivableness of sin” and gave place to the 
lies of the devil. 

These precautionary statements may make 
it appear that the author is against education. But 
only a fool would be opposed to education, formal 
or practical. One need only to observe the utility of 
Moses in God’s service to see the delirium of such 
a notion; for he is commended for being “learned 
in all the wisdom of the Egyptians” (Acts 7.22). 
Or consider the record of Daniel, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego who were “skillful in 
all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and 
understanding science” (Dan. 1.4), or Luke, “the 



21

beloved physician” (Col. 4.14), or Paul who 
“sat at the feet of Gamaliel, and [was] taught 
according to the perfect manner of the law of the 
fathers” (Acts 22.3). So eloquent in knowledge 
and profound wisdom was the great apostle that 
the noble Festus, Roman governor of Judea, under 
conviction of Paul’s anointed defense, exclaimed 
with a loud voice, “Paul, thou art beside thyself; 
much learning doth make thee mad” (26.24). 
We therefore most zealously promote education 
and higher learning,  encouraging the development 
of reasonable men grounded in the faith of the 
Gospel. 

But we also point out the danger of letting 
“schooling” get in the way of education. There 
are in this generation far too many who cannot 
distinguish between grades, degrees, and true 
learning. This was evidently the delusion under 
which the Jews labored, for they wondered in 
amazement at the knowledge and wisdom of Jesus 
though He lacked apparently “higher learning” 
and formal education: “How knoweth this man 
letters, having never learned?” (Jn. 7.15). This 
was the same response the high priest and elders 
had regarding the powerful witness of the apostles, 
Peter, and John: “Now when they saw the boldness 
of Peter and John, and perceived that they were 
unlearned and ignorant men, they marveled” 
(Acts 4.13). The cliches, “educated fools” and 
“education beyond one’s intelligence” come to 
mind just now. 

Those blessed with formal educations 
many times allow their intellectual development 
to supplant or contradict God’s revelation, 
wisdom, and power. When this attitude prevails, 
degrees are esteemed above spiritual performance 
and practical application. The actual grasp of the 
knowledge formal degrees represent is negated. 
Thus, a man educated formally in demonology 
attempts to advise a man of God who has been 
exercised by the Holy Ghost for years in casting out 
devils. Who has not witnessed sermons beautified 
and sophisticated by homiletical training and 
skills, yet lack anointing, conviction, and power; 
and thereby contribute to the phenomenon of empty 
altars? Oftentimes airy preaching is applauded 
and preferred to “country preaching” though 
the latter may bring forth a bountiful harvest of 
souls, healings, and Spirit-filled revival, and 
feeds the souls of the flock of God (Acts 20.28). 
Someone has observed that the more “degrees” 
preachers get, the less “temperature” they seem to 

have. Under this same delusion, many believers 
now esteem secular accreditation above spiritual 
accreditation, and the approval of men above the 
approval of God. Transcendentalist and champion 
of Individualism, Henry David Thoreau, studied 
navigation at Harvard. Upon graduating, he 
relaxed for a couple of weeks by rowing a boat 
down the river by Walden Pond near Concord. 
Later he quipped that he had learned more about 
navigation in those two weeks than he had in four 
years of formal study at Harvard.

Free intellectualizing is a diabolical 
temptation. It often ends in aggrandizement 
and even the idolatry of self-worship, but not 
before it has caused schisms among believers 
with estranged ideas. Early church historian, 
Eusebius [c. 264-340, when questioned about the 
terminology of the Nicene Creed, replied: 

“As not inquiring into truths which 
admit of investigation, is indolence, so 
prying into others, where the scrutiny is 
expedient, is audacity.  For what truths 
ought we then to search? Those which 
we find recorded in the Scriptures. But 
what we do not find recorded there, 
let us not search after. For had the 
knowledge of them been incumbent 
on us, the Holy Spirit would doubtless 
have placed them there . . . ” 

While we hold suspect the intent of the 
politically motived and Arian-inclined Eusebius, 
yet his statement here is nonetheless sound. 
What will it profit God’s church, especially its 
ministers, to follow the same pattern of historic 
Christianity in spending much valuable time and 
energy debating with “doubtful disputations” the 
things that are plainly revealed in God’s Word? 
Let us rather learn from history and be the wiser 
for it. Clearly there are many things beyond the 
capacity of human reason that we accept by faith 
as revealed in the Bible. All truth necessary for 
our salvation and perfection in Christ is revealed 
in the Holy Scriptures; and all “knowledge” and 
“wisdom” incompatible with the Word of God, 
we judge to be merely theory or speculation and 
unworthy of our time, energy, and contemplation. 
Zion Assembly has no time to waste on men’s 
sophisticated theories, speculations, and doubts. 
We are standing on the revelation of the plain and 
simple “truth of the Gospel” (Gal 2.14; Col. 1.5; 
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1 Thess. 2.13) and Jesus’ promise, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (Jn. 
8.32). The apostle John also assured us that we indeed “know the truth” (1 Jn. 2.21, 27; 4.6; 5.10-15). 
God’s church therefore “[casts] down imaginations, and every high thing that [exalts] itself against the 
knowledge of God and [brings] into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10.5). 

THE CHURCH: THE EMBODIMENT OF TRUTH

Millions of the world’s “wise men” and philosophers are still asking the same question Pilate asked 
Jesus 2000 years ago: “what is truth?” (Jn. 18.38). And the answer is just as elusive now for lost humanity 
as it was then. The truth of which we are speaking is not attained by studying the stars and counting 
galaxies; it is not found in mathematics, astrophysics, microphysics, archaeology, geology, physical 
sciences, medicine, logic, fallen reason, philosophy, or a thousand other fi elds of human knowledge. It is 
rather found in the God of truth, the Christ of truth, the Spirit of truth, the Word of truth, the Gospel 
of truth! (Deut. 32.4; 2 Cor. 11.10; Ps. 119.43;  Jn. 1.1, 14; 14.6, 26; 15.26; 16; 13-15; 1 Jn. 5.6; Gal. 
2.5). It is truth eternal, hidden in God, revealed only to His saints and more especially His church—”the 
pillar and ground of the truth!”  (Ps. 25.14; Prov. 3.32; Amos 3.7; Mt. 5.14; Jn.7.17-18; 15.15, 27; Eph. 
3.5; 4.8, 11-16; 1 Thess. 5.5) (Gen. 18.17-19; Prov. 22.21; 1 Cor. 2.7-16; Eph. 3.9-10; 6.14; Col. 1.26; 
1 Tim. 3.15; 1 Jn. 2.21, 27). 

“More important to know the Rock of Ages than the age of rocks.”

We are not therefore in search for the truth, for we have received the truth and know the truth: 
the truth about God, the new birth, salvation, sanctifi cation, glorifi cation, the second coming of Christ, 
the millennial reign, New Jerusalem, heavenly exaltation, the new heavens and new earth, eternal life. 
The Gospel truth! The Way of truth! (Acts 9.2; 2 Pet. 2.2). Our fi rm and unwavering commitment is 
therefore to redeem the precious time we have in this present age in studying, living out, and proclaiming 
the indestructible Word of God and its saving power. This can be done only by the Bible being the fi nal 
rule of faith, government, and discipline for the saints of God as interpreted and understood by His church.

Paraguay
Bishop Jorgé Estroz, the overseer of Argentina/Paraguay/Uruguay, set the 
church in order in Asuncion, Paraguay on March 13, 2002, with eight members. 
The pastor, Carlos Andreas Conde, and his little fl ock had been “asking their 
way to Zion” for several months, searching here and there but had remained 
unconvinced by the many explanations they had heard from the various 

denominational ministers and independent 
pastors. Brother Estroz arranged to visit 
them in early March. After an all-day 
meeting on March 12th that went into the 
evening, they were satisfi ed with Brother 
Estroz’ counsel and explanations, and were 
convinced they had found the Bible church.  
The meeting was held under a Mango 
tree on the property of Gerardo Benitez.  
Brother Estroz is planning another trip in 
early April to confi rm the brethren in the 
faith and to visit a group in Uruguay who 
have expressed interest in Zion Assembly. 
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Convention in South IndiaConvention in South India March 2-6, 2022March 2-6, 2022

Sisters preparing a meal for attendeesSisters preparing a meal for attendees

By the grace of God, the Lord 
gave us a wonderful Annual 
Convention. Although there 
were many legal restrictions, the 
Lord favored us, and we were 
enabled to work out everything. 
Day meetings were banned 

except for the Sunday service, but night meetings went smoothly. Over 
a thousand people attended each night. Six people after hearing the 
Gospel believed in the Lord and were baptized. People from all our 
local churches attended all the meetings. Food was provided to those 
who arrived from far and wide. Zion Melodies, the music department of 
our church, led the worship service. Under the leadership of Victorious 
Youth Ministry, a book stall called Zion Book House was opened. Bibles, 
other Christian books, and verse boards were plentiful. Our convention 

concluded with a joint service on Sunday. The 
Lord’s Supper was administered by D. Thomas. The 
National Overseer’s closing message was powerful.  

My name is Sasi. I was born and raised in a Hindu background. I have a wife and three 
children. I never had a desire to be a Christian. I was a complete alcoholic and had a bad 
disposition, at home and everywhere else. There was no peace in my house or in my 
heart; consequently, I was always drinking and fighting. My wife and children hated me. 
In 2015 I got caught up in an evil situation. I stabbed 2 people who had beaten me up. One 
was stabbed in the abdomen and the other in the chest. I was arrested. Since both the 
victims  were my relatives, they withdrew the case without putting me in jail. But I continued to be a pervert.

Unexpectedly I came to the convention of Zion Assembly Church of God. On the first night, Pastor Binoy's 
ministry touched my heart. He preached from Romans 8.6. I gave my heart to the Lord and said goodbye 
to bad habits. On the 4th day of the convention I was baptized and joined the church, Zion Assembly. 
Now I will live for my Lord. My family rejoices in the Lord today. Please pray for me and my family.

Drunken Brawler to Sainthood

11 people saved,
 six baptized

Testimony Testimony 
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We praise the Lord for answered prayer regarding 
our work in Pakistan. Our former overseer there 
had passed away some years ago, and the sheep 
were scattered without a shepherd. Then Osama 

Bin Laden was killed by the United States government in the vicinity of our work there, and 
the scattered sheep were forced underground. We had lost all contact with them, that is , until 
recently. About eight months ago, a minister, Uail Tariq—leader of a small group of churches 
there became interested in Zion Assembly, and we established a regular correspondence with 
him and some of the pastors via Facebook. They have expressed in the past few weeks a desire 
to unite with Zion Assembly which is now being taken under 
advisement. The church is endeavoring to arrange for Pastor 
Tariq’s daughter, Rimla, to attend the School of Ministry 
Institute in Cleveland in May. She is fluent in English and is 
well spoken. We are prayerfully trusting the Lord that He will 
bless our efforts and increase the government of God with 
these churches (Is. 9.7). Among other things, it will give Zion 
Assembly a much-needed foothold in the Middle East.

Making Connections in . . .

  Pastor David Casanova in Colombia, South
      America has expressed a desire to unite with Zion 
         Assembly, along with his congregation in the
            city of Cartagena. The Presiding Bishop 
            spoke via telephone a few days ago for nearly 
             an hour with Brother Casanova with the 
              assistance of Brother Danny Ramirez 
              [interpreter]. Arrangements are now being 
              made to send Brother Josύe Hernandez there  
             the next few weeks to give further counsel to 
           the pastor and the saints there, and to receive 
         them into the church. It has been nearly thirty- 
      five years since the Presiding Bishop held a 
meeting in Bogata, the capital of Colombia. It is a 
beautiful country of nearly 52 million people. It 
borders Vesnezuela not too far from where we have 
churches under the overight and supervision of 
Brother Bani Rangel. 

Pakistan

Colombia



Prepared to Evangelize

Evangelism Korner

Bruce Sullivan
 Evangelism Director

There are people especially gifted to evangelize.  Such 
people have a passion for evangelism and are gifted 
by God with a special ability to talk to people.  Some 
of these evangelists are very comfortable in “One 
on One” situations while others are gifted to stand 
before a crowd of people to talk about Jesus. These 
people seem to easily declare the Gospel. Thank God 
for evangelists!  

Though there are those who are especially gifted to 
be evangelists, all Christians should be ready to share 
the Gospel when the opportunity presents itself.  We 
are all called to “do the work of an evangelist” (2 Tim. 
4.5).  The child of God is told to have their “feet shod 
with the preparation of the gospel of peace” (Eph. 
6.15). We are also told to “…Be ready always to give 
an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of 
the hope that is in you…” (1 Pet. 3.15).  We are to be 
“instant in season, out of season” (2 Tim. 4.2). These 
verses tell us we should be prepared to witness on a 
moment’s notice and wherever we go.  

We prepare ourselves by becoming familiar with the 
Gospel. Every Christian should know the basics of 
leading someone to Christ and the Scriptures which 
declare the Gospel. Here is a list of some of the 
Scriptures every Christian should memorize:

Romans 3.23

“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God…”

Romans 6.23

“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

John 3.16

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.”

Romans 10.9

“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.”

Acts 3.19

“Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your 
sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing 
shall come from the presence of the Lord…”

The goal of the evangelist is to paint a picture for 
the sinner. This is what the Gospel does. We let 
them know they are sinners condemned by God 
to death and to the second death which is eternal 
punishment. We then tell them what God did to 
secure their pardon. God gave His Son to die in 
their place. We then tell sinners what they must do. 
They must repent of their rebellion and turn to God.  
They must seek God’s pardon through faith in Jesus’ 
sacrifice. They must believe God’s offer, repent, and 
confess Jesus as their Lord—Lord of all!  If they will 
do that and sincerely mean it, they will be saved.  

There are many other scriptures with which we need 
to familiarize ourselves and to be better prepared to 
answer the questions people may have.

I know people often feel as though they are going 
to mess up while trying to witness. However, as one 
man told me years ago, “You can’t mess things up 
so badly that God can’t fix them.” If you seek the 
direction of the Lord, God will direct your words.  

We are in a battle for souls. Our 
weapon is the Word of God. Take 
time to sharpen your sword! Take 
time to prepare yourself to share 
the Gospel!
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Rialto, CA and Cleveland, TN:  Week 1 (Same schedule)

• Practical Holiness - Anton Burnette

• The Importance of Greek & Hebrew Studies - Wanda Busbee

• Evangelism I - Bruce Sullivan

• Exploring the Mysteries of Christ and the Church I - Wade H. Phillips

• Eschatology (endtime events) 

 The Endtime Church - Anton Burnette

 Rapture & Great Tribulation - Bruce Sullivan

 2nd Coming & Millennium - Wade H. Phillips

 Panel Discussion (Questions & Answers)

• Spanish (elective) - Renetta Kelton (Cleveland only)

Cleveland, TN: Week 2

• Evangelism II - Bruce Sullivan

• Exploring the Mysteries of Christ and Church II - Wade H. Phillips

• Pronunciation - Wanda Busbee

• Mysteries of the 7 Sacraments (Ordinances) - Anton Burnette

• Spanish (elective) - Renetta Kelton

Note:  The post graduate class and 2nd week class are combined.

School of Ministry Institute
Course Topics



    Track               Cost

Theme: Understanding More Deeply
the Divine Mysteries

Application

I will be attending

 ___One-week track (May 1-6, 2022)  $100

 ___One-week track (May 8-13, 2022)  $100

 ___Two-week track (May 1-13, 2022)  $150

Payment:   Cash _____   Check _____   On-line _____

Check here if this is your first time attending SMI _____

Name ____________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

City ______________________________ State ______  Zip Code ___________

Phone number _____________________________________________________

Email ____________________________________________________________
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CA, NV    June 24-25, 2022
AL, MS, LA   July 22-23, 2022
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