
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction  
When Jesus taught his disciples how they should pray, he said, “After this manner 
therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven . . . lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil” (Mt. 6:9, 13). Jesus words immediately imply two ideas: 1) 
temptation is normal to our faith; and 2) prayer is a means of escape from it. In this 
lesson, we will show why facing and overcoming temptation is a necessary part of 
our faith.  
Key Verse  
“Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive 
the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him” (Ja. 1:12).  
Lesson Summary  
What is temptation? In the broad sense, temptation means “the trial of one’s faith.” 
In James 1:3, when writing of temptation, James explains, “Knowing this, that the 
trying of your faith worketh patience.” Like the apostle Peter, James does not speak 
of temptation as something strange for the believer, but rather as a normal part of 
Christian experience (compare 1 Pe. 4:12). Some Christians experience inner 
conflict over the condition of temptation itself, thinking they should be above 
temptation. They reason that if they were stronger in the faith, they would not go 
through it. However, we should remember Jesus himself was tempted (Lu. 4:1-2, 
13; He. 4:15). Since our Lord had to face and overcome temptation, it is also 
normal in our experience in following Christ. When James wrote of falling into 
various kinds of trials or temptations, he encouraged the saints to “count it all joy” 
(Ja. 1:2). Because of the joy he saw beyond his suffering, Jesus endured the cross 
(He. 12:2). The joy is the end or result of the trial – that which the trial produces or 
accomplishes (Ps. 30:5). From this perspective, the apostle Paul said, “Therefore I 
take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in 
distresses for Christ’s sake” (2 Co. 12:10). Paul knew the benefit and result of his 
trials: “for when I am weak, then am I strong” (vv. 9-10). What result does 
temptation (and trials) accomplish in our lives? The result of overcoming 
temptation is patience – that grace of being able to wait or endure through the trial 
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faithfully. Moreover, the end of patience is perfection (Ja. 1:4). God uses temptation 
as a tool for perfecting us in the faith. In verse four, James used two Greek words 
for “complete”: (teleios) “perfect” and (holokleros) “entire.” Perfect means 
complete in the sense of being “finished,” while entire means complete in the sense 
of being “whole.” Thus, the believer lacks nothing, being perfected in the faith 
through faithfully enduring temptation. Of course, the joyful end to all of our trials 
and temptations is the crown of life (Ja. 1:12). But until that time, we need God’s 
wisdom to endure and overcome temptation (Ja. 1:5-8). We may not know how to 
get through the trial, but God knows how to deliver us (1 Co. 10:13; 2 Pe. 2:9; Mt. 
6:13). We should pray and ask in faith, believing God for the wisdom and grace to 
endure and overcome the trial of our faith (Mt. 7:7- 8; 26:41; Ja. 1:6).  
Scripture Study  
The trial of one’s faith – Ja. 1:1-3; Lu. 4:1-2, 13; He. 4:15; 1 Pe. 4:12  
A means to perfection – Ja. 1:2-4; 12; 2 Co. 12:9-10; He. 12:2  
The priority of prayer – Ja. 1:5-8; Mt. 6:13; 7:7-8; 26:41; 2 Pe. 2:9; 1 Co. 10:13  
Conclusion  
We are being perfected in the faith as we endure and persevere through trials and 
temptations. Therefore, “let us not be weary in well-doing” (Ga. 6:9). The 
“blessing” is not in the temptation itself, but the result of enduring it (Ja. 1:12). 
After being tried and approved, we will receive our reward from the Lord. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
In the broad sense, temptation is the “trial of one’s faith.” However, in the more 
narrow sense, temptation means “being enticed to sin.” In other words, faithfully 
enduring through “temptation to sin” is one of the primary ways a Christian’s faith 
is tried and approved. This lesson examines the dynamics of being enticed to sin.  
Key Verse  
“But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed” 
(James 1:14).  
Lesson Summary  
In James 1:13 we see the source of temptation (or rather the one who is not the 
source of temptation). God is not the source of our temptation to do wickedly. 
Why? James said, “God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man” 
(v. 13). Sin and evil completely go against the nature of God. He cannot sin. 
Moreover, he does not tempt us to sin. So who is our tempter? Let us consider the 
temptation of Jesus. When the Word was made flesh, the Son of God humbled 
himself to be tempted. Jesus was led (or driven) by the Spirit into the wilderness to 
be tempted of the devil (Mt. 4:1; Mk. 1:12-13). The Spirit led Jesus to the 
wilderness for the very purpose of being tempted. Clearly temptation is a necessary 
experience for the Christian. God may lead us into a situation where we will be 
tempted to sin, but temptation does not come from God. Rather it is the work of the 
devil. The apostle Peter described him as a devourer, saying, “as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pe. 5:8). In temptation, the devil 
appeals to the Christian’s natural appetites and desires (Ja. 1:14). Temptation occurs 
when something desirable appeals to us and we are enticed by our desire. In James 
1:14, the Greek word for “enticed” indicates that one is “attracted by bait.” The bait 
looks good, and therefore, one is tempted. This is what happened to Adam and Eve 
in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3:6). The fruit of the “tree of knowledge of good and 
evil” looked pleasant and good in their eyes. On that basis, they were tempted to 
disobey the commandment of God. Again, we see this same tactic in the temptation 
of Jesus. He was extremely hungry after fasting for forty days, and the devil 
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tempted him on the basis of his desire to satisfy his natural appetite (Mt. 4:2-3). 
Clearly if a thing is not appealing or desirable to an individual, then it is not 
tempting to that person. Understanding this, we must be crucified to the flesh with 
its affections and lusts (Ga. 5:24; 1 Jn. 2:16-17). Since the devil appeals to our 
inward desires, we must ensure that the “old man” with his fleshly and worldly 
desires is dead – that our propensity to sin is put to death through sanctification.  
Scripture Study  
The devil is our tempter – Ja. 1:13; Mt. 4:1; Mk. 1:12-13; 1 Pe. 5:8;  
Drawn away and enticed – Ja. 1:14; Gen. 3:6; Mt. 4:2-3; 1 Jn. 2:16-17  
Conclusion  
The devil tempts us to sin by appealing to our natural desires and appetites. 
Temptation occurs when we are enticed by our own desires. Therefore, we must 
keep our hearts pure and guard ourselves against the tempter, realizing that he is 
subtle and crafty. Let us be sober and vigilant because the tempter is a devourer of 
the souls of men. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
Temptation is not a mark of spiritual weakness. All Christians, particularly those 
young in their faith, need to understand that there is no sin in being tempted. Jesus 
was tempted, yet without sin (He. 4:15). The only sin in temptation is yielding to it. 
In today’s lesson, we will examine sin as lust conceived in the heart. 
Key Verse  
“Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, 
bringeth forth death” (Ja. 1:15). 
Lesson Summary  
We are tempted when we are drawn away and enticed by our own desires. We see a 
thing; and it is desirable to us. This describes temptation (Ja. 1:14). If it is not 
desirable or if it does not appeal to us, then we are not tempted by it. In temptation, 
when do we move from merely being tempted to sinning? When lust conceives, it 
produces sin (v. 15). The implication is that conception takes place “in the heart.” 
When the desire for it seizes our heart, at that point, we sin. James uses the 
metaphorical language of conception and birth to illustrate sin in the heart and 
actions of an individual. Let us think about this in terms of a baby. At conception, 
life begins. All that a baby will become originates at conception. This tiny life in the 
womb grows, develops, and eventually is birthed. Likewise when adultery, for 
example, is conceived in the heart, it will eventually produce or bring forth works 
of adultery, if the individual does not truly repent. The enticement through one’s 
desire is temptation (2 Sa. 11:2). The conception of one’s desire is sin (2 Sa. 11:3; 
Mt. 5:27-28). The fulfillment of one’s desire is willful disobedience and 
transgression (2 Sa. 11:4). In conception, we willfully commit ourselves to the 
desire, and thus we sin. This explains why sin is willful disobedience, even in the 
heart, before the act of sin is ever committed. Sin is willful! It arises from the inner 
will of the person, defiling the individual (Mk. 7:14-23). For this reason, sin is 
defiance and opposition to the will of God. Because sin originates in the heart, not 
in one’s actions, the heart must be cleansed and kept clean from sin. This point is 
extremely important. Jesus taught against being religious outwardly, yet remaining 
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inwardly corrupt (Mt. 23:25-28). Professing Christians can appear righteous, but 
their hearts be filled with filth (Mt. 23:5, 14, 15, 23). Jesus called this hypocrisy 
(vv. 25, 27). What is the solution? We must make sure the inside (the inner man) is 
first cleansed, before we concern ourselves with issues of practical holiness (v. 26). 
In Zion Assembly Church of God, we must ensure that people are genuinely 
repenting of their sins and being truly converted, not merely making professions of 
faith and acting religious. Moreover, we must emphasize the need for sanctification 
in the life of every born-again believer. 
Scripture Study  
When lust conceives – Ja. 1:14-15; 2 Sa. 11:2-4; Mk. 7:14-23  
Cleansing the heart – Mt. 23:5, 14, 15, 23, 25-28 
Conclusion  
When lust conceives in the heart, sin corrupts a believer at that point. Therefore, sin 
is not only a wrong action, but first and foremost it is wickedness in one’s heart. As 
such, sin must be cleansed from one’s heart through genuine repentance and 
sanctification of the Spirit, not merely removed from one’s actions. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
Have you ever watched an artist at work? A painter seems to carelessly smear 
shades of brown and green on a canvas. At first, the painting is simply a blend of 
colors. Then suddenly, with strategic brush strokes, trees come into view. It’s truly 
amazing to watch a scene emerge from seemingly nothing. Indeed, things are not 
always as they appear. What appears to be insignificant may actually be the 
beginning of something great. Likewise, what appears to be great may prove to be 
the beginning of something destructive and deadly. In today’s lesson, we will see 
how sin deceptively starts out one way, but ends in another 
Key Verse  
“What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of 
those things is death” (Ro. 6:21). 
Lesson Summary  
When a Christian willfully disobeys the Word of God, sin in the heart of the 
individual is expressed and strengthened. If the believer does not truly repent and 
turn away from the spirit of disobedience, yielding to the temptation of sin becomes 
easier and easier. Moreover, sin will increase its hold. In James’ writing, he heavily 
emphasized the idea of completion or the end results (the finish). For example, 
when James wrote of the “perfect work” in verse four, he was referring to the 
outcome or the end of our trials and temptations. In verse twelve, he spoke of 
receiving our crown in respect to the end, after our trials are finished. Also, he 
wrote of the “perfect gift” and the “perfect law of liberty” – perfect in the sense of 
being complete, or lacking nothing (vv. 17, 25). In verse 15, James addressed sin 
and its impact on the believer, referring once again to the idea of completion or end 
result: “and sin, when it is finished” (v. 15). Sin has a disastrous outcome. The end 
or finish of sin is death: “bringeth forth death” (v. 15). Repeatedly, the Scriptures 
teach us of sin’s deadly consequences and conclusion (Ro. 1:32; 6:21, 23; 7:5; 
8:13). Death is described as the judgment, the end, and the wages of sinful works. 
However, sin never presents itself as deadly. Indeed, it is deceptive. It promises 
pleasure and fulfillment, but it ends in death (2 Th. 2:12). Moses, who refused sin’s 
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pleasures, serves as an example to the church that we should deny “ungodliness and 
worldly lusts” (Tit. 2:12; He. 11:24-26). Sin’s pleasure is temporary; it is only “for 
a season” (He. 11:25). But God’s reward and blessing for the righteous is eternal. In 
James 1:16, the writer admonished the saints, saying, “Do not err, my beloved 
brethren.” Do not be deceived by sin. Do not be fooled! Sin is deadly. Let us resist 
its temptation that we might “receive the crown of life . . . promised to them that 
love him” (v.12). 
Scripture Study  
Sin’s finish – Ro.1:32; 6:21, 23; 7:5; 8:13; Ja. 1:15  
Sin’s deception – 2 Th. 2:12; He. 11:24-26; Ja. 1:16  
Conclusion  
Satan is a liar and a deceiver. He is our tempter. He appeals to our desires, 
presenting sin as pleasurable, satisfying, and fulfilling. While sin temporarily 
gratifies the desires of the flesh, it ultimately produces death. Bottom line: sin 
deceives, defiles, destroys, and ends in death. 
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