
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
As disciples of Jesus Christ and followers of God, the Lord has called us into his service.  We are all servants of the Lord.  

Being servants, every member of the church has work that he should do in God’s house.  In fact, each one must fulfill his 

own service for the Lord.  In today’s lesson, we will examine the parable of the talents and understand our individual 

responsibility and accountability to God. 
 

Key Verse 
“His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee 

ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord” (Mt. 25:23). 
 

Lesson Summary 
In the parable of the talents (Mt. 25:14-30), before the lord departed on his long journey he distributed his goods among 

his servants according to each one’s ability, expecting them to use and increase all they had been given.  Eventually, the 

lord returned and took an account of his servants.  Two of them were found faithful in their service having doubled their 

lord’s goods; but the third did absolutely nothing with his money.  Jesus said, “But he that had received one [talent] went 

and digged in the earth, and hid his lord’s money” (v. 18).  When he was required to give an account of himself, the 

servant simply returned his one talent to the lord.  Perhaps, he thought his lord would be pleased to receive his talent 

again.  But “the unprofitable servant” was judged to be “wicked and slothful” (vv. 26, 30).  What do we learn from this 

parable?  Although “talents” literally means money, Jesus is using money to illustrate a much deeper spiritual principle.  

Not only should we use our financial resources for the Lord, we should do our best to use all of our God-given abilities 

(assets) to serve the Lord [see last month’s lesson – “Abilities,” Stewardship of Life].  As servants and stewards in God’s 

house, he gives each one of us a portion of “his goods” (Mt. 25:14; 1 Co. 12:4-7).  He then entrusts us with his goods.  

Jesus explained, “And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one” (v. 15).  The Lord does not give 

all of his goods to any one individual, for that would cause a sense of inequity and imbalance within the church (1 Co. 

12:8-10).  Therefore, no individual servant in God’s house has all of the ability to do the work of the Lord.  Instead, each 

one receives from the Lord just as God himself determines to distribute his goods, thus distributing among all the servants 

the load of responsibility in God’s house (Mt. 25:15-19; 1 Co. 12:11-19).  Clearly, the Lord expects us to develop and use 

all we have received from him (financial success, spiritual gifts, educational achievements, skills, innate abilities, and so 

on) for his glory and honor (Mt. 25:19).  According to the parable, whether or not we accept it, we are responsible for 

what we do with the portion of goods we have received from the Lord.  Consequently, we will all give an account of our 

individual service to him (Ro. 14:11-12).  Will we be found faithful?  A faithful servant is industrious, works hard, and 

uses his talents to increase his Lord’s goods (Mt. 25:20-23).  But a faithless servant will be spiritually lazy and waste his 

God-given talent (vv. 24-27).  We should remember that the setting and context of the parable of the talents is the coming 

of the Lord.  Jesus said, “Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh . . . 

After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them” (Mt. 25:13, 19).  With his coming in mind, 

Jesus emphasized the importance of being faithful and ready to give an account of our service to him. 
 

Scripture Study 
Every servant is given his portion – Mt. 25:14-15; 1 Co. 12:4-10 

Each one is responsible to use all he is given – Mt. 25:15-19; 1 Co. 12:11-19 

We will give an account of our individual service – Ro. 14:11-12; Mt. 25:19-30 
 

Conclusion 
The parable of the talents teaches the priority of faithful stewardship and service in God’s house.  Indeed, God expects 

faithfulness from those who serve him.  Let’s do our very best to use and increase “his goods” for the glory and honor of 

God.   
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Introduction 
We are saved to serve.  The Lord has called us, not only out of sin, but into faithful service in God’s house.  As servants 

of the Lord, we should seek to understand and fulfill the call of God in our lives, using every means that God has provided 

for us. 
 

Key Verse 
“Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due 

season?” (Mt. 24:45). 
 

Lesson Summary 
Jesus cautioned us to be ready for his coming again.  Although there will be signs (indicators, pointers) of his soon 

coming (Mt. 24:3), he nevertheless will come suddenly without advanced warning (1 Co. 15:52).  He made it clear 
that no one, except the Father, knows the time; he further warned us not to be caught off-guard (vv. 36, 42, 44).  In 

his parable, Jesus explained that the lord appointed one of his servants to supervise the others.  An important part of 

his job was feeding the household at set times (v. 45).  This task was his sole responsibility.  The parable defines a 

faithful and wise servant.  A wise servant understands all that is expected of him – he knows every aspect of his 

personal responsibility (v. 45).  A faithful servant fulfills all that is expected of him – he fully accepts and carries out 

his responsibility (v. 46; Lu. 12:42-43; 1 Co. 4:2).  Jesus assured us that our faithful service will be rewarded.  In the 

parable, he explained that the lord will reward his servant when he finds him faithfully carrying out his duties – 

“Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over all his goods” (Mt. 24:47; Lu. 12:44).  In other words, he 

will receive a huge promotion; the big promotion that every believer desires is heaven.  Clearly, Jesus’ point is God 
expects and rewards faithfulness (He. 11:6).  Heaven is reserved for faithful stewards and servants of the Lord (1 Pe. 

1:4).  Certainly, we need to know the teachings of the Scriptures; we need to understand faithfulness and God’s will 

for our lives.  However, simply knowing God’s expectations is not sufficient to please him; we must also do the 

things he desires of us (Ja. 4:17; Mt. 7:21).  James wrote, “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, 

deceiving your own selves” (Ja. 1:22).  Just as there is a reward for faithfulness, there is also a penalty for 

disobedience (Mt. 24:48-51).  The parable makes it clear that some servants regrettably neglect their responsibilities 

in order to fulfill their own sinful desires.  They have been called into service and given their duties, but they have 

become disobedient to their lord, ignoring the fact that one day he will come again (vv. 48-49; Lu. 12:45-46).  Jesus 

said, “The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware 

of” (Mt. 24:50).  As stewards and servants of the Lord, we should remember the admonition of the apostle Peter: “Be 
sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” 

(1 Pe. 5:8).  We therefore should not become slothful in service, but remain steadfast in the faith, resisting the devil 

and looking diligently for the coming of the Lord (v. 9). 
 

Scripture Study 
A faithful and wise servant – Mt. 24:44-46; Lu. 12:42-43; 1 Co. 4:2 

A reward for faithfulness – Mt. 24:47; Lu. 12:44; He. 11:6; Ja. 4:17; Mt. 7:21; Ja. 1:22 

A penalty for disobedience – Mt. 24:48-51; Lu. 12:45-46; 1 Pe. 5:8-9 
 

Conclusion 
This parable calls us to diligence in our stewardship and service.  We do not want the Lord to come again and find us 

unprepared to meet him at his coming.  Instead, we want to remain faithful and consistent in fulfilling the responsibilities 

the Lord has entrusted to us. 
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Introduction 
It has been said, “If you want something done right, do it yourself.”  This statement reflects perfectionism, as well as 

frustration when others fail to meet our high expectations.  Jesus Christ came into this world to fulfill perfectly God’s will 

and purpose, and then he returned to the Father commissioning us to continue his mission and ministry.  He wants the 

Great Commission to be done right, but he has not insisted on doing everything himself.  Jesus Christ has a perfect 

standard – high expectations for his church – and he has called us into his service as stewards in God’s house.  In today’s 

lesson, we will consider some further requirements of our stewardship. 
 

Key Verse 
“He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much” 

(Lu. 16:10). 
 

Lesson Summary 
Jesus’ parables of stewardship and service focus on faithfulness.  What does an employer require of his employees, particularly 

of his managers?  Perhaps, he would love to find an employee with a compelling personality, who is outgoing and witty – a real 

people person.  But even more, what he expects from his employee is responsibility, diligence, and honesty (i.e. faithfulness).  

Without faithfulness, all of the other characteristics mean little or nothing.  In Luke 16:1-12, Jesus told the parable of the unjust 

steward, saying, “There was a certain rich man, which had a steward; and the same was accused unto him that he had wasted his 

goods.  And he called him, and said unto him, How is it that I hear this of thee? Give an account of thy stewardship; for thou 

mayest be no longer steward” (vv. 1-2; compare also Lu. 15:11-13, 17-19).  After reading the parable, it is apparent that this 

was more than an accusation; he had indeed wasted his lord’s goods.  The steward prepared himself for the worst.  Realizing 

that he was about to lose his job, he decided to make friends with the rich man’s debtors.  The steward met with everyone who 

owed money to his lord and reduced each one’s debt.  Not only did his shrewd (“wise”), howbeit dishonest, dealings win him 

favor with the debtors, but the financial situation appeared to be in good order to his lord.  Although his actions were altogether 

unjust, he received a commendation for his stewardship rather than a reprimand (Lu. 16:3-8).  On the positive side of the 

parable, Jesus praised the unjust steward for making friends of the debtors.  Likewise, he encouraged us to build friendships 

with people in the world who have wealth and influence (v. 9).  We want them to work in our favor, not against us; and perhaps 

we’ll even win them to faith in Christ.  On the negative side of the parable, the steward was unjust and unfaithful in his actions.  

Therefore, we should not be like this steward.  Jesus’ point was multifaceted.  First of all, faithfulness is always characteristic of 

good stewardship, whether the task is big or small.  Faithfulness means being trustworthy and consistent in every area of our 

lives.  Faithfulness doesn’t “cut corners.”  If we are unfaithful in the lesser responsibilities of this life (the easier tasks), then we 

will surely fall short in the more demanding areas of responsibility God has given to us (v. 10; Mt. 5:17-20).  If we cannot be 

trusted with worldly business (money, finances), how can we be trusted with God’s business and spiritual matters (Lu. 16:11)?  

As Christians, we need to demonstrate faithfulness at home, at school, on the job, and in the community, as well as in the 

church.  Our witness goes everywhere we go; as we show ourselves faithful to God in the routine of life, people will take our 

testimony and ministry more seriously (1 Pe. 3:15-16).  Indeed, every member of the church should be willing to serve in God’s 

house and prove himself worthy of the responsibilities entrusted to him (Lu. 16:12; Ep. 4:1). 
 

Scripture Study 
Accountability – Lu. 16:1-2; 15:11-13, 17-19 

The unjust steward – Lu. 16:3-8 

Faithfulness – Lu. 16:9-12; Mt. 5:17-20; 1 Pe. 3:15-16; Ep. 4:1 
 

Conclusion 
Does the Lord require too much?  Of course not!  He is not being unreasonable when he calls us to diligent stewardship 

and service, for we expect as much from others in secular work.  How much more should the Lord expect faithful service 

in all matters and concerns of his church?  Consider Romans 12:1. 
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Introduction 
In Luke 17:10, Jesus spoke of “unprofitable” servants.  The word “unprofitable” itself conveys a negative meaning.  

However, in the context of Jesus’ teaching, unprofitable actually means something positive.  Do you see yourself as an 

“unprofitable” servant of God? 
 

Key Verse 
“So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servants: 

we have done that which was our duty to do” (Lu. 17:10). 
 

Lesson Summary 
The parable of unprofitable servants addresses our attitude as followers of Christ.  The preceding verses in Luke 17:1-6 

provide a context of forgiveness.  Jesus first pronounced “woe” upon offenders (vv. 1-2).  But then he went on to address 

forgiveness as a requirement in serving the Lord (vv. 3-4).  Jesus taught us to forgive our offenders, saying, “And if he 

[thy brother] trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou 

shalt forgive him” (v. 4).  This saying was seemingly difficult teaching for the apostles, for they said to Jesus, “Increase 

our faith” (v. 5).  However, Jesus explained that forgiveness requires only a tiny bit of faith (v. 6).  In fact, Jesus went on 

to explain that the key to forgiveness is having a right attitude and perspective of ourselves regarding God (vv. 7-10).  

How should we view ourselves?  Christ’s example (his life and teachings) demonstrates that we should have an attitude of 

humble service toward God and others (Ph. 2:1-8).  In the church, we are all servants of the Lord.  The responsibility of a 

servant is not to please himself, but his master (Lu. 17:7-9).  Clearly, our first obligation is to God and then to one 

another.  We are not members of the church in order to be served, but rather to serve God and one another in the body of 

Christ (Ga. 5:13).  Forgiveness demonstrates this point.  An unforgiving person places himself above God and others; 

whereas, forgiveness fulfills the will of God toward others.  Placing ourselves before God and others causes serious 

problems within the church.  If we place too high an importance on ourselves, this lends to offense and controversy within 

the church fellowship (Ro. 12:3, 16).  First, an overt sense of self-importance causes an individual to be offensive toward 

others.  He will tend to mow over people who get in his way.  Second, an excessive sense of self-importance causes an 

individual to be easily offended by others.  He will tend to carry a chip on his shoulder, daring anyone to knock it off.  

Certainly, we cannot control the actions of others, but we are responsible for our own actions and attitude.  God will deal 

with others and their failures; but let us examine ourselves and keep a right spirit and attitude, regardless of what others do 

– “Take heed to yourselves” (Lu. 17:3; Ro. 12:17-21).  We should be quick to forgive those who repent and ask for our 

forgiveness, not because they are worthy, but simply because forgiveness is a requirement for being servants of God (Mt. 

6:14-15).  As servants, we are not above our Lord (Jn. 13:16), but rather beneath his authority; and we should readily 

carry out his words (Lu. 17:10).  After all, God owes us nothing, but we owe everything to him (Lu. 7:41-42).  We are 

eternally indebted to Jesus Christ.  An old hymn says, “Jesus paid it all, all to him I owe; sin had left a crimson stain; He 

washed it white as snow.”  Being servants of our most gracious Lord and Savior, we should consider ourselves 

“unprofitable” and unworthy, seeing God’s just requirements, like forgiveness, as our Christian duty.  Who are we to 

withhold forgiveness?  We should see forgiveness as an essential part of serving and pleasing God. 
 

Scripture Study 
A context of forgiveness – Lu. 17:1-6 

An attitude of humble service – Lu. 17:7-10; Ph. 2:1-8; Ga. 5:13 

Our relationship with others – Ro. 12:3, 16-21; Mt. 6:14-15 
Our relationship with God – Jn. 13:16; Lu. 17:10; 7:41-42 
 

Conclusion 
Seeing ourselves as unprofitable servants in God’s house is actually beneficial.  This attitude keeps any one member from 

exalting himself and reminds us of our humble standing before the Lord.   
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