
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Introduction 
In the Bible, a steward takes care of another man’s wealth and possessions.  As a servant of his master (boss) and a 

custodian of his master’s goods, he is entrusted to fulfill all of the requirements and responsibilities placed upon him by 

his master.  Spiritually, we are all stewards of the Lord’s wealth.  Everything we possess comes from him.  We should 

therefore use all of the blessings and favor of God in ways that glorify him.  In today’s lesson, we will consider what it 

takes to be a good steward in God’s house (1 Pe. 4:10). 
 

Key Verse 
“Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase” (Pr. 3:9). 
 

Lesson Summary 
Stewardship and service is all about putting God first in our lives.  In all we say and do, we should seek to honor the Lord 

and glorify him through giving him first place.  Of course, the temptation always is not to put God first.  It’s easy to fall 

into the trap of trying to get ahead in this life, rather than trusting the Lord to guide and provide.  Jesus taught us never to 

worry about our needs being met; “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall 

be added unto you” (Mt. 6:33; see also vv. 25-33).  One of the basic ways that we put God first is through paying our 

tithes and giving our offerings.  This requires faith – the faith to believe that less is more with God.  If a man has $500 and 

then gives $50 in tithes and another $25 in offerings, logically the remaining $425 is less than the original amount.  But 

faith trusts the Lord to provide when we put him first in our lives.  In other words, when we tithe and give offerings, we 

are honoring the Lord with our substance and increase, and trusting him to bless our act of worship.  King Solomon, a 

man of remarkable wisdom (1 K. 4:29-34), wrote, “Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all 

thine increase: So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine” (Pr. 3:9-10).  

Solomon experienced great wealth and prosperity during his reign as king of Israel (1 K. 4:20-28).  He knew firsthand that 

God blesses our lives when we put him first (3:5-15).  Notice the words “filled” and “burst” in Proverbs 3:10.  When we 

honor the Lord with our substance and increase, we are promised more than enough to meet our needs.  But tithing and 

giving is not a “get rich quick” scheme.  Rather, the Lord definitely blesses faithfulness and provides for his children.  The 

prophet Malachi declared the same promise of God’s blessings, saying, “Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that 

there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows 

of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it” (Mal. 3:10).  Certainly, we 

should give of our substance; but not only should we give, we should honor God with our “firstfruits” in particular.  

Agriculturally speaking, the “firstfruits” were the very first produce from the harvest.  In the law of the Lord, the firstfruits 

were brought to God’s house and supplied a portion of the priestly provisions (e.g. 2 Chr. 31:2-5).  Today, practically 

speaking, firstfruits are often associated to the tithe (giving ten percent of one’s income).  But even more than giving ten 

percent to God, honoring him with the firstfruits means putting God first and offering our very best to him.  In other 

words, when we tithe we should not give the Lord our leftovers.  We should not tithe if we have enough.  Rather, tithing 

should be the first ten percent of our income.  Only then can tithe be considered firstfruits.  Abel’s offering excelled his 

brother’s and was acceptable to God because he gave of the firstlings of his flock (Ge. 4:4).  “By faith Able offered unto 

God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain” (He. 11:4).   
 

Scripture Study 
The lesson of king Solomon – 1 K. 3:5-15; 4:20-34; Mt. 6:25-33 

Firstfruits and Firstlings – Pr. 3:9-10; Mal. 3:10; Ge. 4:4; He. 11:4 
 

Conclusion 
We desire to be good stewards in the house of God.  What we give to the Lord is definitely connected to our faith in 

God’s provision.  Our faith in God’s promises should be strong enough to motivate us to give God our very best and to 

put him first in all things, including our finances. 
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Introduction 
Abraham put God first; he followed the Lord’s leadership in his life (Ge. 12:1-3; He. 11:8-10).  His obedience to the word 

of the Lord gave us a primary example of what faith in God should act and look like.  In fact, because of Abraham’s faith, 

he became “the father of us all” (Ro. 4:16).  In today’s lesson, we will consider the example of Abraham’s stewardship 

and his “pattern of good works” that we should follow (Tit. 2:7). 
 

Key Verse 
“Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils” (He. 7:4). 
 

Lesson Summary 
In the Scriptures, we are taught to pay tithes and give offerings (Mal. 3:8-10; Mt. 23:23; 2 Co. 9:5-7).  “Bring ye all the 

tithes into the storehouse” (Mal. 3:10).  God instituted (formally established) these practices under the law.  Tithes and 

offerings were the means of supporting the ministry and function of God’s house.  Nevertheless, Abraham, the father of 

the faithful, who preceded the Mosaic Law, gave us his faithful example to follow.  Abraham was a faithful steward.  The 

writer of Hebrews explained that “Abraham gave a tenth part of all” (He. 7:2) – Abraham paid tithes before the law was 

instituted.  Why did he do this?  The story of Abraham (formerly called Abram) and Melchisedec (Melchizedek) provides 

the answer (Ge. 13:12 – 14:24).  Lot, Abraham’s nephew, was living near Sodom, an extremely wicked city; later he 

dwelled within the city of Sodom itself.  King Chedorlaomer of Elam led a coalition of kings who conquered the region 

that encompassed Sodom and Gomorrah.  After twelve years, the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah rebelled against him; 

then Chedorlaomer and his kings fought against Sodom and Gomorrah and plundered the cities.  As a result of this 

conflict, Lot was captured and taken away.  Then Abraham did something extremely courageous.  The Bible explains, 

“And when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his trained servants, born in his own house, three 

hundred and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan.  And he divided himself against them, he and his servants, by night, 

and smote them, and pursued them unto Hobah, which is on the left hand of Damascus.  And he brought back all the 

goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the women also, and the people” (4:14-16).  Abraham 

did something remarkable.  He led 318 men in hot pursuit of the kings who had terrorized the region.  Then he and his 

men fought and defeated them, freeing Lot.  How was he able to deliver Lot from these powerful kings who conquered 

whole cities?  God clearly gave him the victory!  When Abraham returned from the battle, Melchisedec, king of Salem, 

“the priest of the most high God” (v. 18), blessed him bringing bread and wine.  Melchisedec then blessed the most high 

God who delivered these kings into his hand.  Abraham knew that God fought for him.  He understood that his success 

and blessings came from the Lord.  All of his achievements were the result of God’s divine favor in his life.  He therefore 

honored the Lord by paying tithes (giving ten percent) of all the spoils from the battle to the Lord’s priest (vv. 18-20; He. 

7:1-2).  The fact that Abraham’s act of tithing and giving was pleasing and acceptable to the Lord was later established 

when the Lord instituted tithes and offerings under the law.  Today, we continue to follow the practice of tithing and 

giving, not to meet a legal requirement, but in order to be faithful stewards of the Lord, as was Abraham.   
 

Scripture Study 
Abraham put God first – Ge. 12:1-3; He. 11:8-10 

The story of Abraham and Melchisedec – Ge. 13:12 – 14:24 

Abraham gave tithes – Ge. 14:18-20; He. 7:1-2 
 

Conclusion 
In the Scriptures, Melchisedec is a type and foreshadowing of Christ (He. 7:21; Ps. 110:4).  The writer of Hebrews goes to great 

lengths to demonstrate that the priesthood of Christ is after the priestly order of Melchisedec, who preceded the law, rather than 

after the Levitical priesthood under the law (see chapters 5-7).  When Abraham paid tithes to Melchisedec, this shows how we 

tithe and give to the Lord rather than to men.  Of course, we cannot give to Christ in the flesh, as Abraham gave to Melchisedec. 

Therefore, our tithing and giving follows the pattern instituted under the law.  We give to the Lord through giving into 

storehouse (the treasury of God’s house) in order to support both the ministers and the ministries of his church. 
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Introduction 
Ask yourself, “Am I a giver or a taker?”  Just about everyone has been on the receiving end sometime in his life.  There 

are times we need someone to come along and lend us a helping hand.  Finances are no exception.  Nevertheless, we 

should all desire to be givers.  Every believer should purposefully endeavor to be a faithful giver, supporting the mission 

and ministries of the church.  In today’s lesson, let’s think about the Christ-like virtue and attitude of giving as it applies 

to our stewardship. 
 

Key Verse 
“. . . It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Ac. 20:35). 
 

Lesson Summary 
John 3:16, declares, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 

not perish, but have everlasting life.”  The very nature of God is giving: he gave his only begotten Son for us, and he gives 

everlasting life to us.  Love is the supreme virtue that prompts the Lord to give so freely.  God gave Jesus Christ, and then Jesus 

taught us to give by his word and example.  In Matthew 10:1-10, Jesus gave spiritual power to his twelve apostles, sent them 

forth to preach the gospel of the kingdom, and commanded them, saying, “Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast 

out devils: freely ye have received, freely give” (Mt. 10:8).  In other words, his disciples should minister to others without 

expecting to receive anything in return – no strings attached.  Jesus then went on to explain that he would provide for their 

financial and physical needs as they freely ministered to the needs of others (vv. 9-10).  Likewise, this principle of freely giving 

is applicable to our stewardship, for stinginess (tightfistedness) goes against the very nature of God who gave to us so freely.  

The practice of tithing and giving is based on our faith and obedience, knowing that the Lord will take care of our needs even as 

we support the ministers and ministries of his church.  But giving freely is also based on love.  Just as Christ loved us and gave 

himself for us, our love for Christ and for others should guide our financial giving.  For when we tithe and give, we are 

providing the financial base for reaching and ministering to lost souls and for building and growing Christ’s church.  By tithing 

and giving, we invest in eternal souls and store up treasures in heaven (Mt. 6:19-21).  We, therefore, should freely give.  

Sometimes, people are tempted to think that by giving they will not have enough to meet their own needs.  However, Jesus 

assured us that he will take care of our needs when we give.  He said, “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, 

pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom.  For with the same measure that ye mete 

withal it shall be measured to you again” (Lu. 6:38).  It has been said many times, “You can’t out give God.”  The apostle Paul 

admonished the saints in Corinth to give abundantly, saying, “But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap sparingly; 

and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully” (2 Co. 9:6).  Although our motivation in giving should never be 

receiving, we are assured that when we give bountifully, God will provide for our needs accordingly.  In other words, we will 

reap what we sow (Ga. 6:7).  Paul further emphasized the virtue of giving when he quoted the words of Jesus: “It is more 

blessed to give than to receive” (Ac. 20:35).  Of course, you cannot give what you do not have.  Therefore, the apostle 

admonished the saints in Ephesus to labor and work so that they would have the means to help others (Ep. 4:28).  His message 

was be a giver, not a taker. 
 

Scripture Study 
Freely give – Jn. 3:16; Mt. 10:1-10; 6:19-21 

Give and it shall be given – Lu. 6:38; 2 Co. 9:6; Ga. 6:7 

Be a giver – Ac. 20:35; Ep. 4:28 
 

Conclusion 
If everyone is on the receiving end, waiting on a handout, we will never have enough resources to fulfill Christ’s mission 

and meet the needs in the ministries of the church.  But when the members of the church are givers, working and laboring 

for the mission, God will supply us with an abundance to meet every need as we go forth into the world with the glorious 

gospel. 
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Introduction 
Tithing and giving should be a joy for every believer.  As Christians and members of God’s church, we are co-laborers 

with the Lord in his great worldwide mission.  An important part of supporting the mission work is our faithful 

stewardship.  When we give to the Lord, putting our tithes and offerings into his storehouse, we are privileged to invest in 

the ministers and ministries of the church.  Our investment translates into precious souls for the kingdom of God (Lu. 

15:10).  We should therefore experience the joy of giving.       
 

Key Verse 
“Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a 

cheerful giver” (2 Co. 9:7). 
 

Lesson Summary 
For some believers, giving is no doubt a special gift of God’s grace (Ro. 12:6-8).  The Lord actually uses them and works 

through them by the gift of giving.  Giving is therefore a joyous experience for them.  They are fulfilled by doing what 

God has gifted and enabled them to do.  When a believer knows he has fulfilled God’s purpose, he then experiences an 

accompanying joy in his heart.  There is nothing like knowing you have done what God has called you to do, whether 

teaching, singing, witnessing, or giving of our finances and material means.  Have you every known someone whom God 

has used in this way?  Those members used by the Lord in giving are instructive to the rest of the body.  Through their 

example, we should see the joy, blessedness, and fulfillment of giving and faithful stewardship.  The apostle Paul 

admonished, “He that giveth, let him do it with simplicity” (v. 8).  “Simplicity” is often understood to mean not only 

“sincerity” but also “liberality.”  Needless to say, in terms of stewardship, we should do our very best, always giving 

liberally with a right motivation.  Like prayer and fasting, giving should be done as unto the Lord, not for show, but as an 

act of sincere worship (Mt. 6:1-4).  Jesus said, “Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: 

otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven” (v. 1).  However, when we give to the Lord with 

simplicity, we have the assurance that God will reward us accordingly (v. 4).  An essential part of having a right motive is 

giving cheerfully (2 Co. 9:7-8).  Giving cheerfully begins with a personal assessment.  Paul said, “Every man according as 

he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver” (v. 7).  Thus, 

giving cheerfully is an individual issue and has to do with one’s own heart.  God looks on our hearts (1 Sa. 16:7).  So the 

questions we need to answer are: “What do I desire to give,” and “What would God have me to give?”  Then give 

cheerfully knowing that “God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Co. 9:7).  Again, the joy of giving is in knowing that we have 

done what pleases and honors the Lord.  Finally, we are blessed in our faithful giving.  As we give liberally and 

cheerfully, we have the confidence that God will supply our needs (v. 8).  When writing to the church in Philippi, Paul 

commended the saints for their faithful giving and for supplying his need in the ministry (Ph. 4:14-18).  In turn, he assured 

them of God’s faithfulness, saying, “But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ 

Jesus” (v. 19).   
 

Scripture Study 
The gift of giving – Ro. 12:6-8 

Giving to the Lord – Mt. 6:1-4 

Give Cheerfully – 2 Co. 9:7-8 

Blessed in giving – Ph. 4:14-19 
 

Conclusion 
God has blessed his children in so many, wonderful ways.  Most of all, he has given to us eternal life.  We should in turn 

show the Lord the depth of our love and gratitude by our faithful stewardship.  As we give liberally and cheerfully with 

right motives, we will experience the true joy of giving to the Lord. 

“The Joy of Giving” 
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Introduction 
Is it possible to follow Christ yet withhold something from him?  Can Jesus be Lord of our lives yet not be Lord over our 

finances?  If we truly serve the Lord, then we need to serve him in every area of our lives holding nothing back.  In 

today’s lesson, we will see that all we are and all we possess belong to God; therefore we should be faithful stewards. 
 

Key Verse 
“For all these have of their abundance cast in unto the offerings of God: but she of her penury [poverty; destitution] hath 

cast in all the living that she had” (Lu. 21:4). 
 

Lesson Summary 
An important part of the church’s countercultural message is our view of stewardship.  Many people see themselves as their 

own boss, as the masters of their own destiny, and as being in charge of their own lives.  But in the church, we see life from a 

very different point of view.  We are stewards.  Stewardship depends on a right view of ownership.  We are not the owners; 

ownership belongs to God.  We are the stewards of the things that belong to him.  Even our body and spirit belong to God.  As 

such, we do not even have jurisdiction over ourselves.  The apostle Paul declared, “What? Know ye not that your body is the 

temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?  For ye are bought with a price: 

therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s” (1 Co. 6:19-20; 7:23).  Faithful stewardship is therefore 

comprehensive – it’s a stewardship of life.  We should serve the Lord faithfully in every aspect of our lives.  In our relationship 

with the Lord, we should never feel like anything is “hands-off.”  As an example, let us consider the rich young ruler (Mt. 

19:16-22; Mk. 10:17-22; Lu. 18:18-27).  He came to Jesus seeking eternal life, but he never expected the Lord to tell him, “Yet 

lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, 

follow me” (Lu. 18:22).  Was Jesus asking too much of him?  Was it unfair for Jesus to require him to give away all that he had 

in order to follow the Lord?  The Lord knew his heart; he knew that this man’s wealth stood in his way.  Ultimately, he loved 

his money more than he loved the Lord.  But the lesson is so much more than money.  Nothing should ever come between us 

and the Lord, for everything in our lives belongs to him.  It’s all his; and we are his stewards.  Peter understood that following 

Christ means total surrender in every area of our lives (vv. 28-30).  Seeing life through the lens of stewardship rather than 

ownership prepares us to surrender everything to the Lord.  Let us contrast the rich, young ruler with the poor widow (Mk. 

12:41-44; Lu. 21:1-4).  The rich young ruler felt like his wealth was his to possess; he was unwilling to relinquish it.  But notice 

that the poor widow was only too willing to give her last two mites into the treasury of God’s house.  Like the rich young ruler, 

there were wealthy people in the temple who cast large sums of money into the treasury.  But Jesus took notice of this poor 

woman because she took “giving” to a whole new level.  Perhaps, at times, we place a premium on how much we give (the 

quantity) rather than on giving sacrificially (the quality).  However, we should never emphasize the amount of the offering 

above the attitude of the gift.  In the eyes of men, one thousand dollars is clearly worth more than ten dollars, but not necessarily 

with God.  Jesus made it clear that one dollar may actually mean more to God than ten thousand dollars.  He weighs our gifts on 

a different kind of scale – a scale that transcends man’s value system.  The Lord measures the gift according to the giver.  While 

the wealthy gave out of their abundance, the poor widow gave out of her want (i.e. lack, poverty).  Jesus said, “But she of her 

want did cast in all that she had, even all her living” (Mk. 12:44).  By his measurement, her gift was greater than all the others 

combined (v. 43).   
 

Scripture Study 
We belong to God – 1 Co. 6:19-20; 7:23 

Go sell all – Mt. 19:16-22; Mk. 10:17-22; Lu. 18:18-30 

Widow’s mite – Mk. 12:41-44; Lu. 21:1-4 
 

Conclusion 
The poor widow held nothing back; she gave sacrificially.  In her own way, she did exactly what Jesus was asking the rich 

young ruler to do.  Whether we have little or much, we should see ourselves as stewards of the Lord’s goods, knowing 

that all we have belongs to him.  As his stewards, we should be faithful and do our best to please the Lord in all things. 

“All” 
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