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“The Lord also shall roar out of Zion,“The Lord also shall roar out of Zion,
             and utter his voice . . .”             and utter his voice . . .”

“O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into 
the high mountain . . . lift up thy voice with strength; 
lift it up, be not afraid . . . Behold your God!” (Is. 40.9)



Editorials . . .
Let Love Rule

One of the things I’ve learned thru the years of ministry is that the spirit of forgiveness must enter 
one’s heart before he can truly forgive an off ender. See, we may observe the outward rules of 
resolving issues and go thru the motions of forgiveness, but it means nothing to God unless the 
forgiveness and “making things right” come from the heart. “So likewise shall my heavenly Father 
do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.”

On the other hand, a lack of heartfelt forgiveness does mean something to God; it rather angers 
Him and incurs His wrath, for God despises pretense and hypocrisy!

“Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I 
forgave thee all that debt, because thou desiredst me: Shouldest not thou also have had 
compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee? And his lord was wroth, 
and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him” 
(Mt. 18.32-34).

Just as importantly, the church also is aff ected by pretentiousness. It sends the wrong message 
to the members. It teaches them to be superfi cial in their relationships. It cheapens the love 
between the members of the body of Christ and reduces the church to a mere social institution or 
common religious group. It puts the light of God’s love under a bushel; it contradicts His grace 
and holiness.

These are some of the reasons this subject was made one of the major themes of the recent 
General Assembly. But it has been also a subject repeatedly brought up since this great restoration 
was launched in 2004. The spirit of agape love is one of the most prominent marks of God’s 
true church. Jesus said, “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for 
one another” (Jn. 13.35). Only as the church manifests the spirit of this love and grace will it 
have the power to draw sinners and “other sheep” to the fold, and be able to eff ectively
minister to them. 

$100,000 Mark!
I appreciate our pastors and churches for making a special eff ort to reach the $100,000 mark in this year’s 
October mission drive. (The statistical reports will be featured in the next issue of the paper.) We may be 
sure that the Lord will honor and bless all of our eff orts. For nothing identifi es the true nature of the church 
more than heartfelt love for the lost and love for one another in the church. It is the manifestation of the 
Kingdom in action. If every church will do its best in this drive, the Lord will be pleased: “. . . for God 
loveth a cheerful giver.”



      
“And many people shall go and say, 
Come ye, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the LORD, to the house 
of the God of Jacob; and he will 
teach us of his ways, and we will 
walk in his paths: for out of Zion 
shall go forth the law, and the word 
of the LORD from Jerusalem.”

    —Is. 2.3
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There is nothing plainer or more emphatically 
stated in the Scriptures than the importance and 
indispensability of doctrine. Jesus said,

“. . . My doctrine is not mine, but His that 
sent me. If any man will do His will he 
shall know of the doctrine, whether it be 
of God, or whether I speak of myself”
(Jn. 7.16-17).

Anticipating his impending martyrdom, the apostle 
Paul wrote to Timothy, 

“Take heed unto thyself, and unto the 
doctrine; continue in them: for in doing 
this thou shalt both save thyself, and them 
that hear thee” (1 Tim. 4.16). 

And it is said of the whole church in the New 
Testament, 

“. . . they continued steadfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship . . .” 
(Acts 2.42). 

All of Jesus’ and apostles’ teachings compose “the 
doctrine” of the church. Note Paul’s words carefully: 
“Take heed . . . unto the doctrine; continue in them 
. . .” We see in this admonition that the doctrine 
of Christ is composed of many doctrines, all of 
which are important and necessary to observe (Mt. 
4.4; 5.19-20; 28.19-20; Acts 20.20, 27; Eph. 5.27;
2 Thess. 2.13-17; 1 Tim. 4.6-7; Rev. 22.18-19). 

There are literally scores of passages that emphasize 
the importance of doctrine. Yet a common deception 
among “Christian” ministers and churches today 
is that doctrine is not so important. They even say 
absurd things such as “doctrines corrupt,” “doctrines 
are legalistic,” “doctrines hinder the work of the 
Holy Spirit,” etc. A belief held in common by many 
is that love and mercy trump doctrine, as if love and 
mercy were not part of the doctrine.  

There is a movement still with us today that 
became popular in the 1880s that fosters the idea, 
“In essentials unity, in non-essentials liberty, in all 
things charity.” Those who advocate this idea insist 
that it promotes Christian brotherhood and unity: 
but, upon close examination, it is rather a bankrupt 
ideal. For it is impossible to have Christian unity 
except on the terms of Jesus’ and the apostles’ 
teachings—all of them! (Jn. 17.6, 8, 14, 20-3; 
Eph. 2.20; 4.11-16; 2 Pet. 2.1-3). In this sense 
doctrines do indeed divide, and so they should; they 
divide the sincere from the pretentious; the reverent 
from the foolish; the true from the false; the devout 
and saintly from the superficial; Godly and upright 
men from deceivers and false teachers; honest 
men from pernicious men; sober-minded men 
and women of God from giddy, flaky pretenders; 
men with gravity and eldership from lightweights 
and novices (Mt. 5.18-20; 10.34-39; 13.21-22; 
1 Cor. 11.18-19; 2 Pet 2.1-3; Rev. 22.18-19)!  

Those who hold to the theological formula 
mentioned above seem to think they can negotiate 

Note: This message was preached 
Bishop Wade H. Phillips during the 
18th Annual General Assembly on 
Thursday evening, September 2, 2021. 

Section III
Importance of Doctrine
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their own standard of faith and practice; that is, form 
their own body of doctrine and creedal statement 
or so-called declaration of faith. It reminds us of 
Jesus’ criticism of the Pharisees who supplanted 
the doctrine of God with their own doctrines and 
traditions, “making the word of God of [no] effect” 
(Mt. 15.3-9; Mk. 7.7-9, 13; see also Jer. 7.23-24; 
Is. 24.4-5). But see, “the doctrine” belongs to God 
(Jn. 7.16; 8.28-32, 47; 12.49-50); it was settled in 
Heaven in eternity and laid out for us in the Holy 
Scriptures (Ps. 119.89, 152; Lk. 21.33; 16.12-15;
2 Tim. 3.15-16: 2 Pet. 1.19-21). Our calling is 
simply to adjudicate according to the Word of God, 
not legislate; that is, we interpret God’s law; we do 
not make laws! 

The idea of building a “church without walls” 
is being advocated by many today; but the very 
purpose of the Bible church is to build walls between 
truth and error, between sinners and saints, between 
right and wrong, between light and darkness. The 
Lord’s Zion, the City of God, has walls, just like 
it has “foundations!” (Ps. 48.11-13; Ezra. 9.9; 
Neh. 1.3-4; 2.17; Is. 60.14; Lk. 6.48-49; Eph.2.20; 
Rev. 21.14, 18-19). A church without foundations 
and walls is no church at all! For the church is by 
its very nature a visible structure of government 
and discipline, a fellowship of concrete teachings 
(Mt. 16.18-19; 18.15-20); a body ruled by governors 
and elders (Acts 15. 2, 4, 6, 22-28; 20.28; Titus 1.5; 
Heb. 13.7, 17).   

“Walls” are intended to protect those within the 
house of God and prevent false brethren, false 
teachers, hypocrites, and heretics from entering—
though a “creep” here and there may yet manage to 
enter “unaware” (Gal. 2.4; Jude 3). No, it is not the 
walls of the church that divide sincere believers: it 
is rather the lack of walls and, more to the point, it is 
sin and carnality [the “flesh”] that separate [divide] 
sincere believers from God and other believers. 
Hear the prophet: “These are they who separate 
themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit” (Jude 
19), and again, “They went out from us, but they 
were not of us: for if they had been of us, they 
would no doubt have continued with us: but 
they went out, that they might be made manifest 
that they were not of us” (1 Jn. 2.19). Paul in 
no uncertain terms identifies “strife,” “sedition” 

“schism,” and “heresies” as “works of the flesh” 
(Rom. 12.16; 15.5-6; 1 Cor. 1.10-11; Gal. 5.20; Phil 
3.16). Divisions and the scattering of God’s people 
have been caused by slander, malicious gossip, evil 
speaking, contentiousness, self-conceit, headiness, 
unruliness, and puffed-up novice preachers who 
“love to have the preeminence” more than all the 
doctrines of Christ and the apostles put together
 (3 Jn. 9-10). The plain truth is that men are called to 
“live by every word that proceeds out of the mouth 
of God” (Mt. 4.4; Acts 20.27). God’s Word brings 
saints and true believers together, it does not scatter 
them (Jn. 10.16; 17.20-23; Eph. 1.10;4.11-16)! 
Hear the Lord, “. . . and they shall hear my voice; 
and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd!”   

God’s laws and commandments are not to be trifled 
with, but rather reverenced. The Bible is not a 
smorgasbord or sumptuous buffet in which we can 
pick and choose whatever suits our personal likes and 
dislikes. This bespeaks of the essence of our church 
covenant in which we, according to the ordinance 
of God, have promised to “accept the Bible as the 
Word of God, to believe and practice its teachings 
rightly divided, with the New Testament as [our] 
rule of faith, practice, government, and discipline, 
and agree to walk together as one body in the light 
of the Gospel . . .” (Ex. 15.26; 19-5-8; Lev. 26.11-
42; Deut. 6.1-9; 7.6-9; Jer. 7.23; Jn. 17.6, 8. 14;
1 Pet. 2.9; et al.).

“The idea of building a ‘church 
without walls’ is being advocated 
by many today; but the very 
purpose of the Bible church 
is to build walls between truth 
and error, between sinners and 
saints, between right and wrong, 
between light and darkness . . . 
‘Walls’ are intended to protect 
those within the house of God 
and prevent false brethren, false 
teachers, hypocrites, and heretics 
from entering . . .”



“Good doctrine informs and 
trains the conscience in the 
truths of God: and our corporate 
conscience [the church] bears 
witness to it in the Holy Ghost 
(Jn. 1.9; Rom. 1. 19-20; 2.14-
16; Gal. 4.6). As such, we can be 
guided by our conscience only if 
it is informed and trained by the 
Holy Scriptures (2 Tim. 3.15-17).” 
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To be sure, some teachings in the Bible are 
“weightier” and more important than others. Jesus 
made this clear (Mt. 23.23 see also 5.19); but still, all 
the teachings of Christ and the apostles are important 
and to be reverenced (Ps. 119.151; 2 Pet. 3.2; Jude 
1.17). It is an outrageous presumption and great 
deception to assert, or even to leave the impression, 
that some of Jesus’ and the apostles’ teachings are 
not essential to Christian growth and the perfection 
of the body of Christ. For “man does not live by 
bread alone but by every word that proceeds 
out of the mouth of God” (Deut. 8.3; Mt. 4.4). 

Again, though some teachings are weightier than 
others, all are to be kept sacred and to be observed 
(Jn. 17.6, 8, 14). We all 
should stand in awe of the 
Word of God, desiring the 
sincere milk and meat of 
the Word (Ps. 119.161; 
1 Cor. 3.2; Heb. 5.12-14; 
1 Pet. 2.2). The apostle 
said, “I have not shunned 
to declare unto you all 
the counsel of God” 
(Acts 20.27). The inspired 
psalmist emphasized that 
we should revere and 
keep “all the judgments 
of [His] mouth” 
(119.13); “for all thy 
commandments are 
righteous” (v. 172); and 
“every one of thy righteous judgments endureth 
forever” (v. 160). Accordingly, it is assumed 
everywhere in this psalm, as elsewhere in the Bible, 
that the plural expression of God’s judgments, 
testimonies, statutes, precepts, commandments, 
ordinances, laws, words, and ways signify 
“all” of them. 

In my fifty-two years of ministry, I have seen 
hundreds of ministers become shipwrecked by 
usurping the authority of God’s Word and the 
church, supplanting it with personal/independent 
opinions and denominational traditions. I have had 
friends in the ministry become weak and superficial 
by the error mentioned above—“In essentials unity, 

in non-essentials liberty, in all things charity.” 
Almost in every case, this philosophical formula 
has opened the door for liberalism and a license 
to sin. For if something is presumed to be non-
essential then it tends to become non-important. 
We heard this very idea expressed by many in 
our former fellowship, and you know the result: 
it opened the door to compromise, superficiality, 
error, and worldliness. 

Now observe, if some of the teachings of Jesus and 
the apostles are non-essential, who is to say what is 
essential and what is non-essential. Fundamentalists 
and most evangelicals believe that the essentials are 
the Virgin Birth, death and atoning sacrifice of Christ, 

His resurrection, and a 
few other core doctrines 
connected with these: 
the Trinity, observance 
of baptism, the Lord’s 
Supper, etc. But under this 
idea, every half-baked 
minister, denomination, 
and independent church 
has historically watered 
down God’s Word and 
opened the door for 
every ungodly practice—
social drinking, abuse of 
tobacco and drugs, vulgar 
talk and profanity, body 
mutilation [piercing the 
ears, nose, lips, face, 

etc., and tattooing], various forms of fornication 
and sexual perversions, moral filth, and a worldly, 
fashionable Christianity. Such sacred institutions as 
marriage, the ordination of ministry, the infallibility 
of the Holy Scriptures, the doctrine and practice of 
footwashing, plainness in dress and our outward 
appearance, and even the doctrine of the church 
itself are disparaged and held in contempt. The 
biblical word holiness and all that it implies is 
seldom, if ever, mentioned. Carnal, lukewarm, and 
indifferent ministers and members naturally cater 
to the exaltation of their own opinions over against 
the church’s authority and interpretation of the 
teachings of Christ and the apostles. The result is 
always confusion, chaos, and license [lawlessness] 
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rather than Christian unity and edification; for it 
opens the way for every heresy and ungodly opinion 
and practice, all in the name of charity and liberty!   
  
We readily acknowledge that doctrine in and of 
itself cannot transform lives and mold men into the 
image of Christ. That is the office and prerogative 
of the Holy Spirit. He inspired “holy men of God” 
to write the Bible (2 Sam. 3.2; Acts 1.16; 3.18; 
2 Tim. 3.16; 2 Pet. 1.21), and He alone can quicken 
sinners to newness of life and sanctify believers (Jn. 
3.5-8; Rom. 8.9-16; 2 Thess. 2.13; 1 Jn. 3.9; 5.18). But 
the Holy Spirit uses the Scriptures through ordained 
and anointed ministers and teachers to appeal to 
man’s reason and inner spirit toward his salvation 
and transformation (1 
Sam. 12.6-7; Is. 1.18; Jn. 
5.39; Acts 17.2; 18.4, 19; 
2 Tim. 3.15-17; et al).   

Good doctrine informs 
and trains the conscience 
in the truths of God: 
and our corporate 
conscience [the church] 
bears witness to it in 
the Holy Ghost (Jn. 1.9; 
Rom. 1. 19-20; 2.14-16; 
Gal. 4.6). As such, we 
can be guided by our 
conscience only if it is 
informed and trained 
by the Holy Scriptures 
(2 Tim. 3.15-17). The conscience is the judicial 
element in man’s nature and makeup: it judges 
right and wrong, but it judges right and wrong on 
the basis of what it has been taught as right and 
wrong. This is the reason pagan mothers could 
offer up their babies to be burned and sacrificed 
to their pagan gods, for their consciences agreed 
with their twisted and perverted moral mindset. It 
has been said that you can follow your nose, but 
only if you get it pointed in the right direction to 
begin with; otherwise, it will lead you astray. 

Certainly, it is more important to live a life of 
holiness than to know the doctrine of sanctification; 
but there would be little or no holiness in the lives 

of God’s people if there was no doctrine of holiness. 
Like the law, Christian doctrine is a “schoolmaster” 
to bring us to Christ and the knowledge of His 
glorious Gospel (Gal. 3.24-25; 4.2-5; Rom. 7.7-13; 
2 Tim 3.15-16; see also Ps. 119.33-48; et al). 

Philosophers and liberal theologians have for years 
argued that the stars came before astrophysics and 
astronomy, and that flowers existed before botany, 
and that life existed before biology, and that God 
existed before theology. This is true: but without 
botany and biology, we would not know anything 
about the life and nature of plants and animals 
and their relationship to one another and their 
environment. Without these fields of knowledge, we 

would be left with old 
concepts that fostered 
witchcraft, pagan 
idolatries, and vain 
imaginations (Rom. 
1.21-25; 2 Cor. 10.5). 
Without astronomy we 
would not know about 
the nature of the stars 
and how they work, and 
would be left with the 
superstitions and false 
concepts of astrology 
(horoscopes and worship 
of the stars); so also, 
without the Bible we 
would not know about 
the nature and character 

of God, His plan of salvation, His mysterious 
ways, and His kingdom and eternal purpose. We 
would forever be consigned to darkness under the 
impressions of false ideas hatched and entertained 
by sorcerers, philosophers, and false prophets.   

Now observe, doctrine forms the skeleton of the 
body of Christ, the church. The vital organs of the 
body are held intact and given divine order by our 
skeletal system. The organs—heart, lungs, stomach, 
liver, gall bladder, etc.—would fall apart without 
the bone structure of the body. It is the same with 
the body of Christ (cf. Col. 2.19; Eph. 4.16; et al). 
Firm beliefs build strong character in believers; 
plain truths make for firm and settled convictions. 

Cont’d on p. 10
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Again, [“doctrinal beliefs in and of themselves are 
not a man’s religion any more than the backbone is 
a man’s personality; but without a healthy, straight 
backbone a man will be humpbacked and crippled”]. 
It is true with the whole skeletal system: the body 
would be weak and mushy without it and could 
not survive. Again, it is so with the body of Christ. 
A shallow-minded preacher once said, “Purity of 
heart and life are more important than correctness 
of doctrine.” He was answered by a more sound-
minded minister: “Healing is more important than 
the remedy; but without the remedy there would be 
no healing.”             

One fi nal thing needs to be reiterated here; namely, 
that the church, in union and counsel with Christ 
and one another, is the fi nal arbiter in matters of 
faith, doctrine, and discipline, in contrast to the 
individual minister and his private opinions (Mt. 
16.17-19; 18.15-20; Acts 15.1-16.5; 1 Cor. 5.1-13; 
1 Tim. 3.15). The church represents the corporate or 
collective conscience and mind of all the members 
in counsel together with God (Prov. 11.14; 15.22; 
1 Cor. 2.16; 3.3-9; 12.12-31; Rom. 12.3-10; Eph. 4.1-
16). Thus, the world-wide gathering of the church 
in General Assembly, not the individual person 
[overseer, pastor, or member] nor even the aggregate 
of local churches is “the pillar and ground of the 
truth.” As such, the assembled body of the church 
in counsel with Christ and the elders is “the highest 
tribunal of authority for the interpretation of 
Holy Scripture” (cf. Acts 9.31; 15.1–16.5; 20.28; 
1 Cor. 10.32; 11.22; 12.28; 1 Tim. 3.5, 15; et al).     

In the divine system of decision-making, 
particularly regarding biblical interpretation and 
the establishment of doctrine, there is no place 
for individualism or local church autonomy and 
independence. Personal autonomy and independence 
are linked with the “works of the fl esh”—namely, 
“strife,” “divisions,” “seditions,” “heresies,” 
“variance” [contentions, divisive arguments], etc. (1 
Cor. 1.10-11; 11.16, 18-19; Gal. 5.20; 1 Tim. 3.5, 15; 
2 Tim. 2.14-16; Titus 3.9-11; et al). An individual 
may indeed receive revelation from God through 
the Holy Spirit (Mt. 16.17-19; 2 Cor. 12.1-7; Acts 
9.10-17; 15.12-19; Gal. 1.11-24; 2 Pet. 3.15-16): 
but the whole church in counsel [General Assembly] 

is ordained and commissioned to test whether that 
revelation is sound and consistent with the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship (Acts 2.42; 15.1-19; 
1 Cor. 14.26-33; Gal. 2.11; Eph. 2.20; 2 Pet. 
1.16-21; 1 Jn. 4.1). After conferring together in 
General Assembly (Acts 15.1-28), the church 
hands down the “decrees [dogmas] for to 
keep” (16.4-5). Otherwise, the church will fall 
into chaos and confusion and end inevitably in 
denominationalism, independency, and apostasy.           

Finally, it is of paramount importance to recognize 
a special ingredient in the establishment of doctrine 
and the decision-making process of the church; 
namely, that the participants in General Assembly 
be “clothed with humility” for the Assembly fl oor 
is a “dreadful place!” (Gen. 28.16-22; Mic. 6.8; Mt. 
18.4; 23.11-12; Lk. 14.10-11; Acts 15. 22-28; Rom. 
12.9-16; Eph. 4.1-3; Col. 3.12; Jas. 4.10; 1 Pet. 5.5-6; 
et al.). Zion Assembly is “an habitation of God 
through the Spirit,” seeking to be fully clothed with 
all the graces of the Spirit in expectation of fulfi lling 
the apostle’s vision of “a glorious church” (Eph. 
2.19-22; 5.27). Only under the power of the Spirit’s 
graces will we be able to “walk by the same rule” 
of faith; “speak the same thing”; and “be perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment” (Rom. 15.1 Cor. 1.10; Phil. 3.16).

“One fi nal thing needs to be 
reiterated here; namely, that the 
church, in union and counsel 
with Christ and one another, is 
the fi nal arbiter in matters of 
faith, doctrine, and discipline, 
in contrast to the individual 
minister and his private opinions 
(Mt. 16.17-19; 18.15-20; Acts 
15.1-16.5; 1 Cor. 5.1-13; 1 Tim. 
3.15). The church represents the 
corporate or collective conscience 
and mind of all the members 
in counsel together with God.”

10
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The “Great Commission” given to the church is 
to “Go into all the world and preach the gospel 
to every creature” (Mark 16.15). Therefore, the 
primary focus of the church is to always be sharing 
the Gospel. This should not only be the focus of 
each congregation, but it should also be the focus of 
every member of the Body of Christ. Though God 
has given people to the church who are specifically 
gifted to share the Gospel (evangelists), we should 
all be prepared to share the Gospel of Christ when 
called upon. Peter wrote in 1 Peter 3.15, “…Be 
ready always to give an answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with 
meekness and fear…”  Paul tells us we are always 
to have our “feet shod with the preparation of the 
gospel of peace” (Eph. 6.15).  

Being “prepared” and “ready” means we should 
strive to increase our knowledge of the Gospel. The 
Gospel is information from God which tells man 
of his condemned standing, the price Jesus paid 
to release us from that condemnation, and what 
we must do to appropriate Christ’s sacrifice so we 
can be pardoned by God. The Gospel also tells of 
God’s offer to give eternal life to all who will repent 
and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. Here are 
some scriptures every child of God should seek to 
memorize to be ready to share the Gospel with the lost:

Rom 3.23
“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory 
of God . . .”

Rom 6.23
“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

John 3.16
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

Acts 3.19
“Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your 
sins may be blotted out…”

Rom 10.9
“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved.”

Are you ready to share the Gospel? Are you preparing 
yourself to do the work of an evangelist?  

(NOTE:  If your church conducts a revival, please let 
me know, and we will report it in this section of the 
Voice of Zion.  Pastorbps@aol.com) 

Bruce Sullivan
 Evangelism Director

          This month we are beginning a new
      section in our Voice of Zion magazine
  to keep us focused on Evangelism.

Equipped to Evangelize

Evangelism Korner
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“And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, 
saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the 
sea: for they were fi shers. And he saith 
unto them, Follow me, and I will make you 
fi shers of men. And they straightway left 
their nets and followed him. And going on 
from thence, he saw other two brethren, 
James the son of Zebedee, and John his 
brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, 
mending their nets; and he called them. 
And they immediately left the ship and their 
father, and followed him” (Mt. 4.18-22). 

There was a game warden in civilian clothes one 
day at the docks where boats were coming in, which 
had brought in no fi sh. There was, however, one old 
fi sherman who brought in a boat load of fi sh. The 
warden thought “this guy MUST be doing something 
illegal,” so he approached him as he was docking his 
boat and commented on what a great fi sherman he 
must be. He asked the old fi sherman what his secret 
was. Where did he fi sh, how did he fi sh, what kind 
of bait was he using? The old man told him that if he 
would show up at the dock early the next morning, he 
would take him fi shing and he could see for himself. 
The next day the warden was again wearing civilian 
clothes when he showed up bright and early at the 
dock. He and the old man soon headed out into the 
water. Finally, they reached a secluded area where the 
old man stopped the boat. He pulled back a canvas 
cover that revealed boxes of dynamite. The warden 
was fl abbergasted and reached down and picked up 
a stick of dynamite and said, “so this is your secret! 
I’ll have you know that I am the game warden and 
the fi ne for fi shing with dynamite is VERY steep!”

The old fi sherman calmly struck a match, lit the fuse 
of the dynamite the warden was holding and said, “Are 
you gonna talk or fi sh?”

Jesus was walking down the shoreline and came upon 
two brothers, Peter and Andrew: He speaks to them 
and says, “Follow me and I will make you fi shers of 
men.” He walks a little farther and comes upon James 
the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship 
with Zebedee their father mending nets, and He 
calls James and John.

What did these fi shermen do when they were called 
by the Lord? “At once [Peter and Andrew] … left 
their nets...” and “Immediately… [James and John] 
left the boat and their father…” What about the 
other disciples? Bartholomew [Nathanael], perhaps a 
farmer, left his family business to follow Jesus. Jude 
and his younger brother, James, pushed aside what 
seems to have been intense nationalistic views in order 
to follow Jesus. Matthew left his lucrative occupation 
as a tax collector. Philip, likely another fi sherman, 
dropped his nets and left his fi shing boat to follow 
Jesus. Simon the Zealot, left his radical political views 
and hatred for everything Roman to follow Jesus. 
Thomas had to leave behind his pessimistic views to 
follow Jesus. And Judas the traitor had to be replaced 
by Mathias, who was already a follower of the Lord. 

This rag-tag group made up of fi shermen, a farmer, a 
tax collector, a zealot, nationalists, a pessimist, and a 
traitor, became the foundation of the church. Add to 
this group, a man named Saul who became our apostle 
Paul, a zealous persecutor of Christians who worked 
in vain to destroy the church. But he was gloriously 
converted and called of God in an extraordinary 
manner and became the church’s greatest missionary. 

It is so exciting, so inspiring, to know that all Jesus 
needed were men who were willing. What does God 

“I Will Make You Fishers of Men”
[Note, this message was preached by Bishop Scott 
E. Neill during the 18th Annual General Assembly 
on Wednesday evening, September 1, 2021]

“I Will Make You Fishers of Men”
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desire: an empty vessel through which to work! You 
and I can be such vessels if we just allow God to have 
His way in our lives. The Bible makes it clear: we are 
ALL called to be fishers of men! 

Now to catch fish, here is what you need for bait:

Bass—use crawfish

Crappie—use Minnows, worms, insects

Catfish—use chicken livers

Trout—use worms, fish eggs, flies

Carp—use canned corn or dough balls

Bluegill—use night crawlers

If we are going to fish for men, women, neighbors, 
families, children, and teenagers, what kind of bait do 
we need? We must 

Fish with love; love on somebody

Fish with joy; spread a little cheer and gladness

Fish with peace; spread a little calmness

Fish with longsuffering; show patience

Fish with gentleness; be kind

Fish with goodness; be a nice person

Fish with faith; believe and trust in God

Fish with meekness; be humble

Fish with temperance: show self-control

Fish with divine healing; pray for the sick
and afflicted

Fish with sanctification; live holy, purified lives

Fish with holiness; be “unspotted by the flesh!” 
and be blameless

We must do like the song we sang as children, “This 
little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine!”

What if you were told between now and next Sunday, 
that if you would talk with just 25 people about the 
difference God has made in your life and the joy and 
peace you now have, and then invite them to church,  
you would receive a cashable check for $10,000? 
Would you then be more prone to do it?  

In the Bible the word “go” is found 1492 times; the 
word “stop” is found 7 times; the word “stay,” 33 
times. It is very clear that we are told to go, more than 
stop and stay. All of us are called to “Go.”  

Where are we to fish? I’m so glad you asked! Fish 
at Wal-Mart, at football games, your school, the 
university, at baseball games, the Dollar General, 
your bank, post office, CVS, Auto Parts, your favorite 
restaurant, your doctor’s office, gas stations, and the 
list goes on.  We can fish everyday somewhere.

When we get in the boat with Jesus, we are given 
authority and power. Lk. 10.19 says, “power to tread 
on serpents and scorpions” and “power over all the 
power of the enemy.” 1 Jn 4.4 says, “He that is in you 
is greater than he that is in the world.” Josh. 1.5 says, 
“[He] will not fail thee nor forsake thee.” God’s will 
for us is victory, and His will for the church is victory! 

In God’s Word, we are shown the bait that will enable 
us to catch fish. Yes, I know that according to the 
book of Revelation, we win in the end, but let’s not 
skip everything between Gen. 1.1 and Rev. 22.21. 
For throughout the Word there is record after record 
and testimony after testimony that we can share with 
people the promise of victory and joy over all the 
powers of hell.

Yes, we can fish with the wonder-working power 
that’s in the blood of the Lamb. We can go fishing 
knowing that we are soaked in the precious blood of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. [There’s a fountain filled with 
blood drawn from Emmanuel’s veins!] Yes, we can 
testify to sinners, assuring them that those who plunge 
in by faith beneath His blood, will “lose all their 
guilty stains.”

If we go to fish for men, we must have blood in our 
preaching, blood in our singing and some Holy Ghost 
power and anointing in our testimonies. We must have 
victory in our churches and power in our pews and let 
the devil know that we’re not backing down. For we 
“overcome the enemy by the  blood of the Lamb, and 
by the word of our testimony” (Rev. 12.11). We’re  
saved by the blood, and so we fish with that blood. 
We’re healed by the blood, and so we fish with His 
healing blood. We’re delivered by the blood, so we 
fish with that same delivering blood. We’re justified  



14

“And he said unto them, Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall 
be damned.  And these signs shall follow
them that believe; In my name shall they 
cast out devils; they shall speak with new 
tongues; They shall take up serpents; and 
if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not 
hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, 
and they shall recover” (Mk. 16.15-18).  

We are God’s church, and He will make us fishermen! 
We often live on the defense because of what we see, 
just hoping that, somehow, we can hold out till Jesus 
comes. But see, this is not a fisherman’s mindset!  
Real, committed fishermen keep on fishing regardless 
of the circumstances. Church, the devil wants us to 
have a mindset of struggling just to hold on. But we 
are not supposed to sulk nor walk on eggshells just 
hoping and praying we don’t make anybody angry or 
uncomfortable. I believe Jesus is coming back soon, 
and I want Him to come back. But meanwhile I should 
be fishing! 

The early church lived in hope of the imminent 
return of our Lord, but they also believed it was their 
job to evangelize the world; and in fact, His return 
depended on the church finishing the job that He 
began (Mt. 24.14; Acts 3.21). He created in them a 
passion and a drive to preach, teach, cast out devils, 
heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, and raise the dead. 
Now that’s fishing! They were not hiding out, praying 
for Jesus to come and get them out of this evil world. 
They were committed rather to penetrate society with 
the message of the Gospel and bring the kingdom of 
God into direct confrontation with the kingdom of 
darkness. The apostles felt the urgency to fish!

“And Jesus came and spake unto 
them, saying, All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth.  
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost . . .” (Mt. 28.18-19).  

The early church knew they were living in a hostile 
world, enemy territory, but they believed they were 
equipped with superior weapons. They believed that 

by the blood, and so we fish with that same justifying 
blood. We’re protected by the blood, and so we 
fish with that same protecting blood. We are made 
overcomers by the blood, so we fish with that same 
overcoming blood!

We are not here on planet earth just to survive and 
maintain.  We are not here to JUST make it to heaven. 
We’re not here just to blend in. WE’RE HERE TO 
TAKE OVER; WE’RE HERE TO FISH FOR 
MEN! People have tried to burn the church down, 
flood it out, and kill it out; but the blood-washed 
church of God, the bride of Christ, still stands and 
lives and goes on; she is still marching forward; she 
is still shaking the gates of hell; she is still fishing and 
rescuing the perishing. 

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless, I 
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and 
the life which I now live in the flesh I live 
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2.20). 

“When a strong man armed keepeth his 
palace, his goods are in peace: But when a 
stronger than he shall come upon him, and 
overcome him, he taketh from him all his 
armour wherein he trusted, and divideth 
his spoils” (Lk. 11.21-22; see also 4.18-19). 

     
Through the power of the Holy Ghost, the Greater 
One lives in us, and He gives us the power to fish. The 
works of the devil are revealed under a lot of different 
names—drug addiction, pornography, lust, sickness, 
disease, depression, suicide, etc. But regardless, the 
Greater One, Jesus, lives inside of us by the Holy 
Ghost. 

And through Him we can fish people out of drug 
addiction, pornography, lust, sickness, disease, 
depression, and suicide.  We serve a God that is greater 
than heart trouble, cancer, sugar diabetes, kidney 
trouble, homosexuality, fornication, and adultery. 
And He abides in us!

We are enabled to exercise power and authority over 
the enemy and cast him out; to give liberty to them 
who are bound. So let’s go fishing, to deliver those 
who are bound, oppressed, and held captive by sin, 
the world, and the devil!
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the name of Jesus, and the power of the Holy Ghost 
made them more than a match for the evil of their day.
They went forth with divine zeal and purpose to cover 
the earth with the Gospel of the kingdom. They were 
pushing back against the forces of darkness. They were 
preaching and prophesying. They were healing the 
sick and casting out devils. And they lifted up the name 
of Jesus everywhere they went. They were fi shing!

They actually believed, “Whatsoever is born of God 
overcometh the world, and this is the victory that 
overcomes the world, even your faith” (1 Jn. 5.4). 

It has been said that old 
fashioned repentance, 
old fashioned holiness, 
old fashioned 
sanctifi cation, and old 
fashioned prayer and 
fasting are out of date. 
But I declare they are 
not! It is the time rather 
for the Lord’s church 
to march through the 
land with deliverance 
as our song and healing 
in our hands. It’s time 
to go up to the high 
places and tear down 
the devil’s kingdom!

You may be going through the fi re right now; you may 
be under attack: sickness may have attached itself to 
you, or family problems or marriage problems may 
trouble you. The spirit of fear may have come upon 
you, and the devil may be pumping out his poison 
to try to destroy you. Yes, he is trying to kill all of 
us, trying to destroy marriages, ministries, and to 
steal away our peace, faith, joy, and anointing; and 
to vanquish our dreams and prophetic vision. And 
it may appear on the surface that he is winning. But 
look back and see what God has already brought 
you through. You’ve been lied on, falsely accused, 
and rejected. Maybe you’ve gone through a divorce, 
through foreclosure, or watched them tow your car to 
a “repo depo.” You may have lost your job; your so-
called friends may have stabbed you in the back; or 
some disease or sickness may have made it seem you 
were going to die. But guess what, you’re still here!

“The early church lived in hope of 
the imminent return of our Lord, 
but they also believed it was their job 
to evangelize the world; and in fact, 
His return depended on the church 
fi nishing the job that He began 
(Mt. 24.14; Acts 3.21). He created 
in them a passion and a drive to 
preach, teach, cast out devils, heal 
the sick, cleanse the lepers, and 
raise the dead. Now that’s fi shing!” 

Tell the devil right now: “I ain’t dying, I ain’t quitting, 
I ain’t giving up, I won’t quit dreaming, I won’t quit 
preaching, I won’t quit praying, I won’t quit sowing, I 
won’t quit trusting. I won’t quit fi shing.”

Testify to somebody: “I’m still here; I beat that devil!” 
Look back at what God has brought you through. 
Well, He’s still God! You’re going to make it!
   
I know it may be painful, but it’s not fatal. I know it 
hurts, but God can heal it. I know it looks bad, but 
God will turn it around. “Weeping may endure for 

the night, but joy comes 
in the morning.” You 
may have just gotten 
out of the lion’s den and 
now fi nd yourself in the 
fi ery furnace. You just 
got out of debt, and now 
sickness has hit your 
body. You just got your 
job back and now your 
marriage is under attack. 
This may have left you 
wondering: Why me? 
Why is it happening to 
me? I love God, I go to 
church, I tithe, I read 
His Word, I try to live 
holy, so why am I going 
through this? 

Well, I know this may seem crazy, but that is exactly 
WHY IT’S HAPPENING TO YOU. It’s because 
God is wanting to use you, He has anointed you. 
The hand of God is on your life, and made you a threat 
to Satan and his hellish scheme. Refuse compromise! 
You are lifting the standard of holiness amidst this 
wicked and perverse generation. And every time the 
devil looks at you, he sees Jesus. Every time he hears 
you speak, he hears Jesus.

No, my friend, it doesn’t mean you have done anything 
wrong. It means rather that God has anointed you, and 
you are a threat to the devil’s wicked scheme. The 
devil is afraid of what God is doing [and going to do] 
in your life. The very anointing on your life makes 
you a target of the devil.

So, look up, and go out! Go fi shing under His anointing 
and be FISHERS OF MEN!
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