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Multitudes and multitudes (billions of souls) in desperate need 
of the Gospel! Who will go preach to them? Who will send the  
preachers? Zion Assembly is commissioned to go!

“As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you”
“Go ye in all the world, and preach the Gospel 

to every creature”
—Jesus



Editorials . . .
God’s Church: Commissioned, Empowered, Sustained!

 A missionary spirit is to the church what heat is to fire, that is, it is the very nature of the church. Just as there is 
no ocean without water, or forest without trees, so there is no true church that is not zealously and practically engaged in 
missions. Witnessing, outreach, and soul-winning are the very breath and life of the church. Again, it is said that “the life 
of the church is in the field.” As such, it is not too much to say that a church that is not reaching out to redeem the lost, to 
baptize and disciple believers and incorporate them into “the fold,” will gradually grow cold and finally die!
 It is a huge mistake to relegate missions to a department in the church, for evangelism must be interconnected with 
everything we do—with every aspect of the church and her ministry. Evangelizing our communities and the world must be 
our “reason-for-being.” A church without an active missionary program is a church without a mission or biblical purpose. 
 The reason some religious groups are not more active in missionary endeavors is, apparently, because they think 
their faith and doctrine are not worth proclaiming. They lack a zeal for the church because they lack a prophetic vision of the 
church. They are therefore unlike Jesus, for it was said of Him: “The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up” (Ps. 69.9; Jn. 
2.17).  We have in Zion Assembly the message, and that message is grounded in “Christ crucified” (1 Cor. 1.23-24); Christ 
and His power to deliver from the bondage of sin; Christ and His righteousness and joy in the Holy Ghost! Christ and His 
sanctifying power. Like the apostle Paul and the New Testament church, we proclaim Christ “. . . who of God is made unto 
us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption” (v. 30).      
     

For God so loved the world, not just a few,
The wise and great, the noble and true,
Or those of favored class or race or hue.

God so loved the world. Do you?

 The enormous task that Jesus assigned to the church—“Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature”—can be mind-boggling and overwhelming, even discouraging, if we view it merely from a human standpoint.  
Our human limitations make it seem impossible to fulfill. But this is the whole point: it is a faith venture; it is not 
wholly dependent upon our human resources. Our faith is in God and in His unlimited supernatural power. Christ is the 
primary source that empowers and sustains our mission and makes it successful. This is why Jesus prefaced the Great 
Commission with the encouraging words, “and, lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the world” (Mt. 28.18-20).            

Shooting for $100,000 
“God loves a Cheerful Giver”

 When the statistics for the March World Mission came out a few months ago, a zealous pastor remarked that he 
would love to see us for once reach $100,000. That started the ball rolling. His zeal resonated with me, and since then, I 
have mentioned it here and there to not a few of our people, and everyone seemed to feel the same way, saying, “Let’s do 
it!” “Let’s go for it!” or some similar comment. We have fallen just short of $90,000 on several occasions in the October 
and March mission drives, proving that we can reach the exciting goal of $100,000 if we just set our minds and hearts and 
hands to do it. How exciting it would be to see the headline in the November issue of the Voice of Zion read, “Church excels, 
breaks the $100,000 mark!”
 Shooting for the $100,000 mark pleases the Lord: Jesus said, “Give and it shall be given unto you . . .” (Lk.6.38), 
and that the Father is glorified when we bring forth “much fruit”  (Jn. 15.8).  The apostle Paul, writing under the inspiration 
of the Spirit, admonished us, saying, “Seek that ye may excel . . .” and again, 

“But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap 
also bountifully. Every man as he hath purposed in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: 
for God loveth a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9.6-7)

We can reach this noble goal if we just set our minds and hearts to do it. Let’s go for it! If every church would endeavor to 
have a 12% increase over the March drive offering, we will reach the goal of $100,000! (See centerfold, pp. 8-9).
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“But this I say, He which soweth 
sparingly shall reap sparingly; and he 
which soweth bountifully shall reap 
also bountifully. Every man as he hath 
purposed in his heart, so let him give; 
not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God 
loveth a cheerful giver”
         —2 Cor. 9.6-7  
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Jesus had the remarkable ability to use illustrations 
that were familiar to those to whom He was speaking. 
He thus often used agriculture and the vocation of 
farming to relate to the people of Palestine, for it was 
the predominant lifestyle in that region in His day 
(Mt. 13.1-32, 36-40). Likewise, He often used fishing 
to relate to the people who lived round about the Sea 
of Galilee, for fishing was a predominant vocation in 
that region (Mt. 4.21; Lk. 5.2-6; Jn. 21.6-8). At least 
seven of the apostles were fishermen, including Peter 
and Andrew and James and John; thus, He used the 
metaphor of fishing to teach and train them about 
evangelizing and winning men to the cause of the 
Gospel (Mt. 5.18-22; Lk. 5.10).  

The chief method of fishing in the Sea of Galilee was 
boat crews using dragnets (Mt. 4.18-22; Jn. 21.6-8), 
though fishing with a hook was also a common practice 
(Mt. 17.27). Several things are worth noting relative 
to the fishing vocation of the apostles: First, it was 
hard work (“they [had] toiled all night”), throwing 
out their nets and pulling them back in again, ofttimes 
loaded only with sea debris and no fish, as was the 
case in our text passage (vv. 4-6). In addition, they 
had to keep their boats and nets mended (Mt. 4.21); 
attend to their hired help (v. 9), as well as organizing 
and planning out their fishing schedules. 

Jesus related well to hard work, for He Himself was a 
hard worker both as a carpenter before He began His 
ministry and afterward in the ministry. Ofttimes in the 
ministry, He had to go apart to get rest to recuperate 
from long hours of teaching, being exposed often to 
the natural elements [heat, rain, cold] beating down 

upon Him. His praying for the sick was physically 
draining, and He often walked for miles to preach 
and meet appointments. He fasted often and prayed 
earnestly, often for hours calling upon His Father with 
“strong crying and tears” (Heb. 5.7)—even prayed 
on one occasion until His “sweat was as it were great 
drops of blood falling down to the ground” (Lk. 
22.44). Neither did He allow Satan to waste His time 
away reading the Jerusalem Gazette or listening to 
the liberal media in Galilee or the latest absurdities 
coming out of Rome and Babylon. His worldview was 
not formed by the CNN’s and MSNBC’s of His day; 
nor by medical “experts,” “scientists,” politicians, 
sociologists, astrophysicists, and religionists. Jesus 
didn’t need therefore to speculate about God and 
salvation, for He came from the very “bosom of the 
Father” and stayed in communion with Him and His 
infinite counsel and, accordingly, our Lord knew “all 
things” (Jn. 1.18; 5.20-23; 7.28-29; 14.26; 15.26; 
16.13-15).

Second, the fishing business was dangerous work: 
Storms often suddenly appeared and raged upon 
the Sea of Galilee, causing ships to sink and the 
fishermen to drown (Mt. 8.23-27). Third, fishing 
required patience and persistence, for it was difficult 
to locate the fish and know where to cast the net, and 
so, accordingly, they just had to kind of “fish around.” 
More than not, professional fishermen drew up empty 
nets, like the apostles in Lk. 5.5 who had fished all 
night and had “taken nothing.” So, the virtue of 
patience with a fixed determination to keep fishing is 
a necessary quality for success: You sometimes just 
have to be persistent and keep trying [“try and try 

Section I
“Fishing with Jesus”

“So it was, as the multitude pressed about [Jesus] to hear the word of God, that He 
. . . saw two [boats] standing by the lake . . . Then He got into one of the [boats], which 
was Simon [Peter’s], and . . . said to Simon, ‘Launch out into the deep and let down your 
nets for a catch’ . . . And when they had done this, they caught a great number of fish . . . 
[and] all who were with [Simon] were astonished at the catch they had taken” (Lk. 5.1-9).  

 Presiding Bishop’s Annual Address
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again”] before finally seeing some fruit for your labor. 
Fourth, we must become skillful at fishing, learning, 
so to speak, the “tricks of the trade.” It is said that the 
best time to fish in the Sea of Galilee is at night. And 
when fishing in shallow water, the fisherman must be 
careful not to cast his shadow over the water, for it will 
frighten the fish away. And, of course, when fishing 
with a hook it is important to hide the hook with the 
bait: fish have uncanny survival instincts; remember 
the old “Charlie Tuna” commercials! So, in that sense 
fish are not stupid. 

When fishing for men, there are “tricks of the trade” 
and “tools of the trade.” “He that winneth souls is 
wise” (Prov. 11.30). We learn how to fish for men 
from our Lord and the apostles, our elders, and from 
personal experience. But in any case, the tools of 
the trade that we learn in the raw must be honed and 
sharpened to make us more skillful in our task (“iron 
sharpens iron,” Prov. 27.17).  

Like the fishers of fish, fishers of men must also hide 
their hook using attractive bait. People are hungry for 
Good News, but many are leery of false teachers or of 
being caught in a cult trap. Others are afraid of church 
government and shy away from anything that smacks 
of religious duties and responsibilities. To come under 
church government and Christian responsibilities 
seem to them to be a hook or net. We must assure 
them, therefore, that Zion Assembly is interested only 
in promoting the goodness of God and the furtherance 
of the Gospel and that there is nothing to fear: in the 
same way that Jesus assured those who heard Him 
teach:

“If a son shall ask bread of any of you 
that is a father, will he give him a stone? 
or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give 
him a serpent? Or if he shall ask an egg, 
will he offer him a scorpion? If ye then, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto your children: how much more shall 
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 
to them that ask Him?” (Lk. 11.11-13) 
  

So, we must seek for wisdom and learn how to 
make the Gospel appealing and attractive and assure 
those to whom we witness of the goodness of God 
and the goodness and harmlessness of our intentions 
as messengers of Christ. “Be wise as serpents and 

harmless as doves” (Mt. 10.16; see Phil. 2.14-16). 
Great fishermen ofttimes use flashy bait to attract 
the fish to the hook or into the net. Our flashy bait 
in the church is the Good News of the Kingdom of 
God: eternal life that gives us eternal hope. The hope 
of the Gospel is attractive and powerful. Think of it: 
glorified believers shall never die (Jn. 11.26); never 
get sick or diseased again, never grow old, but will 
rule and reign with Christ in peace and glory on earth 
for a thousand years (Rev. 20.3-6); and will dwell 
forever in heavenly mansions in the holy city, New 
Jerusalem: and further, finally, inherit a new heaven 
and new earth wherein dwelleth perfect peace, joy, 
love, and righteousness forever and forever—a place 
where there is no more sorrow, heartaches, tears, or 
pain (Is. 11.1-9; 25.6-9; 35.1-10; 2 Pet. 1.11; Rev. 
21.1-5, 9-27; 22.1-5, 14, 17).  

Still, no one can preach the Good News of the kingdom 
without warning sinners of the awful consequences of 
rejecting Christ or ignoring Him as Lord and Savior. 
Those who fail to be “born again [of God]” (Jn. 1.13; 
3.3-8; 1 Pet. 1.23; 1 Jn. 5.1, 4, 18) will surely reap 
the consequences, namely, the horrors of hell and 
eternal damnation in the “lake of fire!” (Rev. 20.11-
15; 21.27; 22.14-15). “Be not deceived, God is not 
mocked: whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap” (Gal. 6.7). Sow to sin and reap its wages—
death [spiritual and physical] (Gen. 2.17; Rom. 5.12-
14; Heb 9.27) and the “second death,” that is, eternal 
separation from God and all that is good, lovely, 
blessed, and praiseworthy (Ezek. 18.4; Rev. 20.13-15).   

Now observe: Fishing for men is a commandment, a 
divine commission, not a suggestion or option, that is, 
if we expect to please God. We must “go fishing” with 
Him. Listen to the message of God speaking through 
the prophet: “Behold, I will send fishers saith the 
Lord, and they shall fish them . . .” (Jer. 16.16; see 
also Heb. 1.14-17). Though this passage is speaking 
of judgment rather than salvation, the principle is 
the same metaphorically: God commissions and 
uses “fishermen” to fulfill His purposes in the earth, 
including the evangelization of the world. Jesus thus 
called the apostles into the ministry, saying, “Follow 
Me, and I will make you fishers of men,” for He 
himself was a fisher of men. 

Under another metaphor Jesus says, “Take My yoke 
upon you and learn of [or from] Me . . .” that is, we 
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must get into the harness with Christ and pull together 
with Him as oxen that are yoked together to plow and 
cultivate the ground and reap the harvest. Under still 
another metaphor, we are called to be like skillful 
hunters that canvass the mountainsides, diligently 
looking under every log and in every hole for the prey 
(Jer. 16.16). Nimrod, the world’s first dictator, was a 
“mighty hunter” before the Lord (Gen. 10.8-9), but 
he hunted with an evil motive, to satisfy a thirst for 
temporal power and glory; whereas we hunt with the 
Lord for souls who will glorify the Lord and accept 
Christ as their Lord and Savior.  

Get Jesus in the Boat with You

We have noticed the encouraging promise that Jesus 
will go fishing with us. That makes us “laborers 
together with [Him]” in the great enterprise of fishing 
for men. He got into the boat with Peter and Andrew, 
and at His command the boat was launched out into the 
deep. The fishermen had been on the land with Him, 
now He is in the sea with them. They had attended 
upon Him in His preaching, He is now accompanying 
them in their fishing.  

Jesus adds a supernatural dimension to our fishing. 
He knows where the fish are, and has the authority 
to call fish into the net or to the hook; or is it that He 
creates fish [“new creatures,” 1 Cor. 5.17] to fulfill His 
eternal purpose? In the account in Luke 5.8-10, we 
see a miraculous demonstration of His omnipotence 
and omniscience at work. Did He know where the 
fish were and called them into the net to enlarge His 
kingdom (Mt. 13.47-48; Lk. 14.21-23)? or was it that 
He created the fish for that purpose? Was it a school 
of fish in one place, and the fish came together at His 
call? Or were they each [all 153 of them—Jn. 21.11] 
isolated and came together at His will from every 
direction to meet at that precise spot and that precise 
moment? And if He knows the number of the stars 
and calls them each by its name, billions of them (Ps. 
147.4), did He call all these fish each by its name?   
 

“Great is the Lord, and of great power;
His understanding is infinite (Ps. 147.5)

We see the same kind of glorious miracle in the 
arrangement Jesus made for His and Peter’s payment 
of their temple tax. He sent Peter to the sea, to the 

very fish that had a coin [“a piece of money”] in its 
mouth, sufficient to pay the exact amount of their 
taxes (Mt. 17.27). Did He put the coin at that moment 
in the fish’s mouth, or had the fish swallowed the coin 
days or even months before; and the Lord, foreseeing 
the need and the unfolding of the whole scenario of 
events, ordained that that peculiar fish would swallow 
the hook that Peter cast into the sea (“the fish that 
first cometh up”)? Was it mere happenstance that 
Peter went exactly to the spot by the water’s edge to 
meet that one fish? No, everything suggests it was a 
divine appointment. Think of it! Of all the billions of 
fish in the sea, that one especially found its way to the 
very spot where it would meet Peter. Did the fish find 
Peter or did Peter find the fish? Did the Lord order the 
fish to be there [omnipotence] or did He just know 
[omniscience] that it would be there? Or, yet again, 
did He create the fish for this special purpose? Or, still 
again, did He create the coin and omnipotently place 
it in the fish’s mouth at the very moment that Peter 
hooked it? 

These same questions arise when we study Jonah 
and the “great fish” that swallowed him [probably a 
whale or perhaps the remnant of a species of aquatic-
land dinosaur [Job 40.15–41.1-2, 15-34; Ps. 74.13-
14; Is. 27.1]; or is it possible that it was a unique 
creature that God formed for that special purpose? 
Whatever the nature of the miracle, the Word says 
that God had “prepared a great fish” to swallow the 
disobedient and angry prophet (Jonah 1.17) to teach 
him a great lesson about evangelizing the world; 
to save him from drowning; and to prefigure the 
resurrection of Christ (Mt. 12.40). But not only had 
the Lord prepared a great fish for that occasion, He 
“prepared a gourd and made it come up over Jonah” 
for shade and comfort (4.6) but He also “prepared a 
worm” to destroy the gourd the next day (v. 7), and 
then “prepared a vehement [hot] east wind” (v. 8) 
all of which to chastise, teach, and train Jonah of 
God’s grace and missionary purpose, and the nature 
of his own calling. So, however one may interpret the 
peculiar workings of all these mysteries, they were 
written for our learning (Rom. 15.4; 1 Cor. 9.10; 
10.11) to teach us that the Lord Jesus has the whole 
world in His hands, and that His knowledge, wisdom, 
and redeeming power are infinite.  

Now why would anyone doubt Jesus’ power 
to perform any of the miracles recorded in the 
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Scriptures? He made a rooster [a “birdbrain”] to crow 
on cue (Jn. 13.38; Mt. 26.74); commanded ravens 
[vicious birds of prey] to feed a prophet when the 
bird’s instinct was to eat the prophet, not feed him (1 
Kg. 17.4-6). He enabled an ass [donkey] to speak the 
Word of God in Hebrew or Aramaic to rebuke a false 
prophet (Num. 22.28-30; 2 Pet. 2.16); caused cows 
to leave their nursing calves crying for their mothers’ 
milk to identify His people and prove His sovereignty 
(1 Sam. 6.7-12). He “stopped the mouths of lions” 
(Judg. 14.5-6; 1 Sam. 17.34-36; Dan. 6.22; Heb. 
11.33); enabled His people to destroy whole nations 
with hornets (Deut. 7.17-24; Joh. 24.12).  

What more could 
be said: He’s the 
One who parted the 
Red Sea; caused the 
waters of Jordan to 
stand up and salute 
the power of God! 
He intervened for the 
widow of Zarephath, 
supernaturally filling 
her barrel with 
meal [flour] and her 
small jar of oil to 
the brim, keeping 
both miraculously 
resupplied (1 Kg. 
17.12-16); then He 
raised the widow’s 
son from the dead 
(vv. 17-22). He spoke 
and cured Naaman of 
leprosy (2 Kg. 5.3-
14), then passed on Naaman’s leprosy to Gehazi, a 
servant of Naaman who had become deceitful and 
greedy (vv. 20-27); and purified the pot of poisoned 
stew so that Elisha and his school of prophets could 
eat (4.38-41). In all these instances, Elijah and Elisha 
were instruments for the working of miracles, but it 
was Jesus who provided the supernatural power! 
  
This same Jesus turned water into wine [changed its 
chemical nature]; caused a river to flow out of a rock 
to quench the thirst of 2-3 million of His people in 
the “church in the wilderness” (Ex. 17.6; Ps. 105.41; 
1 Cor. 10.4); made bread [“angel’s food”] fall from 
heaven like rain (Ps. 105.40); caused a wind to blow 

in from the sea that brought quail enough to feed 
millions of His people at one time (Num. 11.31-
32; Ps. 105.40): and on another occasion fed 10-20 
thousand people with two fish and five loaves of bread 
(Mt. 14.15-21); He opened deaf ears; made the blind 
to see; the lame to walk; the mute to speak, and on 
another occasion muted His own people who doubted 
His Word (Lk. 1.5-6, 20). And there is still more that 
could be said to show forth His glory and prove that 
He can use us to fill His house with people and fulfill 
our mission. This is His will: that we should reach 
out by faith and diligently labor to spread the Gospel, 
compelling all to come “. . . that My house may be 

filled” (Lk. 14.23).  

Now if the Lord can 
cause gourds, and 
worms, and roosters, 
and donkeys, and 
birds, and lions and 
fish and the weather 
and the whole order 
of the cosmos to 
obey Him, then, 
surely, He can help 
us fill our boats with 
fish and our churches 
with people. If He 
can walk on water 
and enable Peter to 
do the same, He can 
do anything! How 
wonderful it is that 
He is willing to go 
fishing with us, to 
enable us to fulfill 

His will and purpose through the church! He promises 
us that we will “catch men” if we are persistent and 
compelling in our witnessing.

What’s Missing?

Since we are assured in the prophetic Word that we will 
at last succeed in our mission, why are we not presently 
realizing more growth? What is lacking on our part? 
We have the message, the capability, the spiritual gifts, 
the power [delegated authority and dynamic power], 
the organization [support ministries], the anointing, 
and the divine commission to evangelize the world: 

“Fishing required patience and 
persistence, for it was difficult to 
locate the fish and know where to cast 
the net,  and so, accordingly, they just 
had to kind of “fish around.” More 
than not, professional fishermen drew 
up empty nets, like the apostles in 
Lk. 5.5 who had fished all night and 
had ‘taken nothing.’ So, the virtue of 
patience with a fixed determination 
to keep fishing is a necessary quality 
for success: You sometimes just 
have to be persistent and keep trying 
[‘try and try again’] before finally 
seeing some fruit for your labor.”
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October World Mission DriveOctober World Mission Drive

The Call:The Call:
   “Follow Me, and I will make

8,000,000,000 [billion] people on
The Vision:The Vision:

on earth today, most of whom have
never heard the Gospel of Christ 

“How then shall they call on Him
The Challenge:The Challenge:

in whom they have not believed? 
And how shall they believe in

Him of whom they have not
heard? And how shall they

hear without a preacher? 
And how shall they preach

except they be sent?”
—Apostle Paul

and His Glorious Kingdom.

you fishers of men”
   “As my Father hath sent me,

even so send I you.”
—Jesus
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October World Mission DriveOctober World Mission Drive

The Call:The Call:
   “Follow Me, and I will make

The Goal The Goal 

$100,000$100,000
We can do it!

   “As my Father hath sent me,
Catch the spirit of it!
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see Acts 1.8: starting at “Jerusalem” [our local cities 
and communities] then “all Judea and Samaria” [our 
states and regions], and “the uttermost part of the 
earth” (Acts 1.8). And Jesus has promised, “lo, I am 
with you always, even unto the end of the world.” 

Then what is missing for us to realize a greater 
increase in our fishing enterprise? For one thing our 
“willingness” to get up and get out to do the work. See, 
we not only need Jesus in the boat with us: we need to 
put our boats in the 
water---to launch 
out into deep at 
His command! For 
God will not take 
over and do what 
He has called us to 
do. He glories in 
us being “laborers 
together with 
Him.” “[We] are 
God’s husbandry” 
(1 Cor. 3.9). Have 
you noticed this 
in the area where 
you live? We need 
churches in every 
city and town in the 
world, but where 
are they? God sees 
the need, but He 
is not doing the 
work that He has 
assigned us to do (Mt. 28.19-20; Mk. 16.16-17). 

Regarding our part of the work in laboring together 
with God: Solomon and the building of the temple 
serve to illustrate this truth. Listen to David’s advice 
to him:

“And thou Solomon my son . . . serve Him 
with a perfect heart and with a willing mind . 
. . Take heed now; for the LORD hath chosen 
thee to build a house for the sanctuary: 
be strong and do it” (1 Chron. 28.9-10).    

A little later David spoke in the same fashion to the 
whole congregation of Israel, saying, 

“And who then is willing to consecrate 
his service to the LORD? Then the chief 
of the fathers and princes of the tribes of 
Israel, and the captains of thousands and of 
hundreds, with the rulers of the king’s work, 
offered willingly” (29.5-6). 

We find this same willing spirit in the rebuilding 
of God’s house after the Babylonian Captivity, a 
principle that is carried forward in the New Testament 

in the building of 
God’s house under 
the terms of the 
New Covenant. 
The apostle Paul 
magnified this 
willing spirit 
among the saints 
in Macedonia, 
noting that they 
gave “willingly 
of themselves” 
according to the 
“will of God” (2 
Cor. 8.3, 5). Then 
Paul urges the 
Corinthians to do 
the same. They had 
promised to support 
the work, but had 
not fulfilled their 
commitment; and 
thus, the apostle 

now urges them to “perform the doing of it” of what 
they had promised, saying, “. . . that as there was a 
readiness to will, so there may be a performance also 
. . .” (vv. 10-12). 

Now this is true not only regarding money, but of 
giving of our time and labor and energy to the Lord. 
We should so love the LORD and be so zealous for the 
house of God that we will willingly lay aside every 
weight to put Him and the work of the church first in 
our lives (Mt. 6.33; Mk. 10.29-30)—all of us engaging 
willingly in doing “the work of an evangelist.” Finally, 
we have the prophetic promise that in these very last 
days, God will raise up a people who will lay aside the 
allure of temporal riches and pleasures to put Christ 
and the Gospel and His church first above all! Listen 
to the prophet:

“Yet there is still something more important 
that needs again to be emphasized here: WE 
NEED CHRIST IN THE BOAT WITH US! 
We have seen His wonders and miracle-
working power, and His willingness to go 
fishing with us. We have His promise that 
if we become ‘laborers together with Him,’ 
we will realize increases in everything—
numbers, finances, and spirituality. We may 
rest assured that He will show us where to 
cast our nets and enable us to enclose 153 
great fish and many more, because He said, 
‘He that believeth on me, the works that I 
do shall he do also; and greater works than 
these shall he do; because I go to the Father’ 
(Jn. 14.12-13).”  
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“Thy people shall be willing in the day of 
thy power, in the beauties of holiness . . .” 
(Ps 110.3).      

Secondly, we need people skills to fulfi ll the mission. 
We noted above we have the capability, but we need 
the ability [skills] and wisdom. For “He that winneth 
souls is wise” (Prov. 11.30). We must learn how to 
approach people and how to become “all things to all 
men that [we] might by all means save some” (1 Cor. 
9.19, 22). No doubt this is partly what Jesus meant 
when He said, “For the children of this world are 
wiser in their generation than the children of light” 
(Lk. 16.8), namely, the children of this world often 
demonstrate more eff ective people skills and more 
ability to manage money and attract people. May the 
Lord teach us how to be good stewards of our time and 
energy, as well as our fi nances for the edifi cation of the 
church and the glory of God.  

Yet there is still something more important that needs 
again to be emphasized here: WE NEED CHRIST IN 
THE BOAT WITH US! We have seen His wonders 
and miracle-working power, and His willingness to 
go fi shing with us. We have His promise that if we 
become “laborers together with Him,” we will realize 
increases in everything—numbers, fi nances, and 
spirituality. We may rest assured that He will show us 
where to cast our nets and enable us to enclose 153 
great fi sh and many more, because He said, 

“He that believeth on me, the works that 
I do shall he do also; and greater works 
than these shall he do; because I go to the 
Father” (Jn. 14.12-13).    

Fishing Indiscriminately

One fi nal thing should be said regarding this subject. 
We are commanded to fi sh for men indiscriminately. 
This is one of the main lessons in Jesus’ parable of 
the Dragnet in Mt. 13.47-48. The same is true in 
His parable of the Wedding Banquet in 22.1-14, see 
esp. vv. 10-12. For the Gospel is open to all—to 
everyone in every tribe, race, nation, and tongue (Is. 
49.6; 60.1-10; Acts 15.16-17). See, “The Lord is 
. . . not willing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance” (2 Pt. 3.9); and again: 
“whosoever will [let him come] and take of the 

water of life freely” (Rev. 22.17). The evangelistic 
principle is this: “. . . whosoever shall call upon 
the Lord shall be saved” (Acts 2.21; Rom. 10.13).   

Lest there be any confusion in the meaning of these 
two parables, Jesus concludes the Wedding Banquet 
parable, saying, “For many are called but few are 
chosen” (v.14). The Gospel was presented fi rst to 
the Jews who were heirs of the kingdom of God, but 
they rejected Christ as the Messiah and His right and 
power to save on the terms of the New Covenant (Mt. 
3.10-12; 10. 5-8; 21.33-44; Lk. 19.14; Jn. 1.11-12; 
Rom. 2.28-29; 10.1-4; 11.20-23). The Jews as a nation 
rejected the Gospel, even as they do now, and for this 
same reason, the Lord opened the wedding feast to all 
the children of men indiscriminately (Lk. 14.15-24). 
“Whosoever will let him come!” But now observe, 
only those who truly repented and bore the fruit of 
salvation and were properly dressed for the occasion 
remained part of the wedding party. The same is true 
for this present generation. Our Great Commission 
commands us to preach the Gospel to every creature, 
but also that we should baptize and add to the church 
only those who truly repent, believe the Gospel, and 
bear the fruit of holiness (Mt. 28.19-20; Mk. 16.15-16; 
Lk. 13.3, 5; Jn. 3.3-8; Acts 2. 36-42; Rom. 6.19-22; 1 
Cor. 6.9-11; Heb. 12.14).     

We have stressed the point that there is no alternative 
to fulfi lling our mission than returning to the basics of 
evangelism. Let us fi x in our minds and spirit therefore 
to leave this Assembly with the aim and commitment 
to go into the “streets and lanes of the city” and in 
“the highways and hedges” of the countryside and 
“compel [the people]” to come in (Lk. 14.21-23). But 
also, to realize increases and to succeed, we must get 
Jesus in the boat with us, launch out into the deep, and 
fi sh with Him!

Finally, brethren, this ministry is so important and 
demanding at this juncture on our journey, that it 
would be helpful, it seems to me, to organize and 
incorporate it as a support ministry with a director. 
This would keep the subject and need of evangelism 
ever before us. It would be no less than a restoration 
of the Department of Evangelism that we had in our 
former fellowship years ago. If this seems wise to 
the members of the ABC, a recommendation may be 
brought before the Assembly for consideration.
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The South-Central Region hosted Camp Revelation 2021 in Nauvoo, AL. The theme was, “Never Alone,” taken 
from Isaiah 43.2: “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; And through the rivers, they shall 
not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, Nor shall the flame scorch you.” 
Our days were filled with fun activities, good food, enriching classes, and powerful evangelical services. 
These things resulted in souls being saved, sanctified, and baptized with the Holy Ghost! Many testified 
of receiving blessings from the Lord and seven campers were water-baptized. To God be the glory!

Camp Revelation 2021

July 12-16
South Central Region

Total Attendance: 42
Camper Attendance: 27
Total Experiences: 2 saved, 3 
sanctified, 1 baptized in the Holy 
Ghost, 1 healed, 16 blessed, 
Total Water Baptized: 7

Awards
David Award: Josie Harris; Jonathan Award: Laykin Larmour; Joshua Award: Parker Harris; Daniel Award: 
Owen Brooks; Paul Award: Jonathan Burnette; IYC Camper Reps: Ally Thompson and Parker Harris; IYC Staff 
Reps: Hannah Clary and Spencer Plasse.
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Eighty-three Campers and Staff

Camp 
Highlights

Youth  Camp  Day  Event  in  California
Saturday, June 12

"Preeminence of Christ"
Children's Camp
"Build your house upon the rock"

Victory Ranch Campground

Teen Camp



14

Praise the Lord! Camp Jubilee was back in session for the Kentucky, Tennessee, and Indiana region. The dates 
were July 19-23. A total of 90 campers and staff members attended. The camp theme was “Fighting the Good 
Fight.” Each day focused on a different aspect of the theme in the classes, devotions, and powerful nightly 
services. On the first full day, it was “Fighting the Good Fight of Faith.” Subsequent sub-themes were “Fighting 
the Good Fight of Truth” and “Fighting the Good Fight with Love.” The Staff in Training (SIT) campers led 
the camp each day in an inspirational devotion. Afternoons were filled with fun activities, including the camp 
waterslide, swimming, and recreation time. The kitchen staff made sure the campers and staff members were well 
fed. Praise the Lord for our kitchen staff! Nightly services were powerful with anointed worship and skits related 
to the theme led by members of the Scottsville, KY church. The Word was delivered under a powerful anointing 
each night, and campers responded to the Spirit of God. Senior camp experiences included 3 saved, 5 sanctified, 
2 baptized with the Holy Ghost, 1 healing, and 3 called to preach. Junior camp experiences included 3 saved, 6 
sanctified, and 3 baptized with the Holy Ghost. A total of 8 Senior and Junior campers were baptized in water. 
Many of our staff boasted about how wonderful our camp was this year. The campers had a great time and are 
already excited about next year.  We believe this year was the best camp yet! 

Kara Spicer, Senior Camp Director
Travis and Kayla Graves, Junior Camp Directors

2021 Camp Jubilee
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Excitement
the whole week!

Camp
   Jubilee
     Cont’d

Camp Hosanna 2021 was held June 21-25 in beautiful Fayetteville, West 
Virginia. The Mideast Region was very much looking forward to youth 
camp after having missed last year due to COVID restrictions. Camp 
Hosanna 2021 was an awesome event. Our theme was “Keep Calm & 
Look Up,” taken from Psalm 30.5. After having endured the past year, 
we felt it was important to instill in our children that we can trust in God 

through everything. We just need to keep our eyes on Him. Our numbers were great this year.  We had 100 in attendance, 
60 campers and 40 staff. Of the 60 campers, 20 were saved, 14 sanctified, and 17 baptized in water. To God be the glory! 

IYC Campers:
Isaac Davis—Representative
Anita Snyder—Alternate
Kiley Preston—Alternate
IYC Staff:
Tyler Smith
Heather Smith
Steve Smith
Awards
Paul—Ayden Ashley
Jonathan—Jacob Burnette
Joshua—Camden Gilmore
Junior Camp All Around—Noah Ashley
Senior Camp All Around—Addie   
       Cunningham
David—Cylen Gilmore

*Tyler and Sis Brittany Smith—Junior Camp
*Steve and Sis Heather Smith—Senior Camp
*Nikki Sell—Recreation
*Rose Snyder—Worship
*Julia Massey—Kitchen
*Ashley Davis—Wee Ones (Camp for staff kids not old enough to attend regular
camp). Each did a great job and was appointed to the same position for next
year, with one exception: Nikki Sell has been appointed as Camp Coordinator. 

Camp Hosanna
JJ Davis, reporter

We welcomed a new structure this year to our camp.  New directors were appointed this past year:
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Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events
Youth Conventions

Cleveland, TN  November 5-6, 2021

Pacific Coast (Rialto)      November 12-13, 2021

International Youth Camp       January 14-16, 2022
Camp Hickory Hills
Dickson, TN

Ladies’ Retreat           February 25-27, 2022
Black Fox Lodge
Pigeon Forge, TN


