
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
Love is one of the most misunderstood concepts in the world today.  For many, love is primarily an emotion – 
an affectionate feeling you get down in the pit of your stomach.  For others, it is essentially equated to sensual 
passions.  Some understand love as friendship and companionship.  Others think of love in terms of acceptance, 
even tolerance.  Certainly, from the broad perspective of sinful humanity, understanding love is complicated, 
even confusing.  In today’s lesson, we will examine the real truth about love – that God himself is love.  We 
will consider love as an attribute of God’s person and nature. 
 

Key Verse 
“He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love” (1 Jn. 4:8). 
 

Lesson Summary 
The Holy Scriptures declare the message of divine love.  The apostle John specifically declared, “God is love” 
(1 Jn. 4:8, 16).  Love is therefore a defining attribute of God’s eternal character and expresses his unchanging 
nature (Ma. 3:6).  God did not evolve, for he is “from everlasting to everlasting” (Ps. 90:2; see also 93:2).  Since 
God is love, love also has been from everlasting to everlasting.  God always has been love, and he always will 
be love.  Thus, love did not evolve or come into being, nor did it begin with humankind.  Rather it existed in 
God eternally and was revealed in his creation from the beginning (Ge. 1:1; Jn. 1:1-3).  God created all things in 
love; and thus, he loved his creation (Ge. 1:31; see also Jn. 3:16).  While God is love, the converse is not true, 
that is, love is not God; rather, this divine virtue proceeds from him.  In John’s writing, love is so inseparably 
connected with the nature of God himself that we cannot abide in God apart from his love.  “He that loveth not 
knoweth not God” (1 Jn. 4:8); but “he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him” (1 Jn. 4:16).  
Jesus taught, “As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love” (Jn. 15:9).  This is the 
Lord’s expectation for his disciples: that we continue (abide, dwell) in his love forever.  In John 15:9, Jesus 
gave us an understanding of the order of God’s love, proceeding from the Father through the Son unto mankind 
(see also 1 Jn. 3:1; Jn. 1:12).  Because God is indeed love, he has provided the Way for us to dwell continually 
in his love.  [Note: next week, we will study John 3:16.]  In fact, God’s main desire is to bring us into the 
fellowship and fullness of the knowledge of his great love in Christ (Ep. 3:17-19; Ro. 8:37-39).  From the very 
beginning, God made mankind in his own image with the amazing capacity to know and understand his divine 
love (Ge. 1:26-27).  God gave his human creation the unique privilege of having a personal relationship with 
him.  God and man enjoyed each other’s love and fellowship, walking and talking together in the garden (Ge. 
3:8-10).  Only humans were endowed with this special ability to know and share God’s love intimately.  
Although man rebelled against God, plunging the human race into sin and death, God loved us enough to devise 
a plan for us to be reconciled to himself through his only begotten Son (2 Co. 5:18-19). 
 

Scripture Study 
God’s eternal love – 1 Jn. 4:8, 16; Ma. 3:6; Ps. 90:2; 93:2; Ge. 1:1, 31; Jn. 1:1-3; 3:16 
Dwelling in God’s love – 1 Jn. 4:8, 16; Jn. 15:9; 1 Jn. 3:1; Jn. 1:12; 3:16 
Knowing God’s love – Ep. 3:17-19; Ro. 8:37-39; Ge. 1:26-27; 3:8-10 
 

Conclusion 
An old hymn entitled, The Love of God, reads, “O love of God, how rich and pure, how measureless and strong; it shall 
forevermore endure, the saints’ and angels’ song.”  God is love! 
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Introduction 
The world is filled with hurting people who are separated from a right relationship with God by sin and its devastating effects.  
They are spiritually and emotionally broken.  They need God’s love in their lives but do not know how to come to the Lord for 
help.  God has called us, his church, to lead broken, hurting people to the source of their salvation in Jesus Christ.  In today’s 
lesson, we will see that Christ is the greatest expression of God’s love toward mankind. 
 

Key Verse 
“In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might 
live through him” (1 Jn. 4:9). 
 

Lesson Summary 
The Bible teaches that “God is love” (1 Jn. 4:8, 16).  But how do we know and experience his love?  What has God done for us 
to convince us of his great love for us?  In Romans 5:5-8, the apostle Paul explained the revelation of God’s love unto us in two 
ways: 1) God has placed his love in every believer by his Spirit indwelling us (v. 5); and 2) God has proven his love for us by 
giving his only begotten Son to die for us (v. 8).  First, God loved us so much that he sent Jesus to die for us.  “For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  For 
God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved” (Jn. 3:16-17).  What 
is Jesus saying?  Clearly, the world is perishing and already under condemnation and judgment (v. 18).  The purpose of his 
coming into this world was to bring the salvation of God to all who believe in him.  Jesus did not come to condemn us, but 
rather to die for us, even in our place.  He came to give everlasting life, and he accomplished this through his death, “that the 
world through him might be saved” (v. 17).  “In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only 
begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.  Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
sent his Son to the propitiation for our sins” (1 Jn. 4:9-10).  What does “propitiation” mean?  Certainly, this is not a common 
word we use today.  It refers to Christ’s death being the satisfactory payment that God required for our salvation.  It means that 
Jesus came to take upon himself the wrath that we all deserved.  This was God’s just requirement for our salvation.  We could 
be saved by no other means.  Thus, the love of God is evident in the death of Christ.  God the Father gave his only begotten Son 
to die for us “while we were yet sinners” (Ro. 5:8).  “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us” 
(1 Jn. 3:16).  Jesus said, “Greater love hath no man that this, that a man lay down his life for his friends” (Jn. 15:13).  Aren’t 
you glad to know Jesus as your friend and Savior?  Many people wonder and ask themselves, “If there is a God, does he love 
me; does he care about me?”  Jesus Christ is the absolute proof that God loves us.  Second, we know and experience the love of 
God through Christ’s Spirit indwelling us.  How do we know when someone loves us?  They are there for us.  They do not leave 
us, nor forsake us, especially when we are in need (He. 13:5).  Jesus came into this world to give his life as a ransom for us 
(Mk. 10:45); and then he left this world ascending to the right hand of the Father in heaven (16:19).  Nevertheless, he did not 
leave us alone (Lu. 24:49-51).  He promised to give us the abiding Holy Spirit, who would not only dwell with us but actually 
dwell within us (Jn. 14:16-17).  His abiding presence is the assurance of his great love for us.  The Spirit in us confirms that we 
are the children of God (Ro. 8:14-16).  The Spirit is the earnest (in essence, God’s promise and our expectation) of greater 
things to come (2 Co. 1:22; Ep. 1:13-14).  Through the indwelling Spirit of God, we experience the awesome love of God in our 
hearts, “because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us” (Ro. 5:5). 
 

Scripture Study 
Christ died for us – 1 Jn. 4:8, 16; Ro. 5:5-8; Jn. 3:16-18; 1 Jn. 4:9-10; 1 Jn. 3:16; Jn. 15:13 
His Spirit lives in us – He. 13:5; Mk. 10:45; 16:19; Lu. 24:49-51; Jn. 14:16-17; Ro. 8:14-16; 2 Co. 1:22; Ep. 1:13-14; Ro. 5:5 
 

Conclusion 
Christ demonstrated God’s great love for us, giving his life for us although we were sinners.  Christ has given us the further 
assurance of God’s great love for us by placing the Holy Spirit (God’s abiding presence) in the heart of every believer.  Every 
child of God should want to go deeper and deeper in the love of Christ and his Spirit.  God has promised not only to place his 
Spirit in every believer, but he has also promised to baptize every believer with the Holy Ghost and fire (Ac. 1:5, 8; Mt. 3:11).  
The baptism with the Holy Ghost is indeed a baptism of God’s love in our hearts.  Don’t you want the love of God down deep 
in your soul? 
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Introduction 
How can we define love?  Love is a personal, emotional, and relational attribute expressing affection and commitment.  
Love is the purest form of devotion and care for another.  Do you love God?  In today’s lesson, we will understand that 
God desires to have a loving relationship with us through his Son Jesus.  Truly, God wants us to love him. 
 

Key Verse 
“And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength: this is the first commandment” (Mk. 12:30). 
 

Lesson Summary 
Jesus endured the attacks of religious and political opponents in his ministry.  The religious leaders despised him and 
wanted to silence him (Mt. 21:45-46; Mk. 12:12).  They looked for opportunities to test and discredit Jesus’ teaching in an 
effort to undermine his influence among the people (Mt. 22:15; Mk. 12:13).  In Matthew’s gospel, the Bible explains, 
“But when the Pharisees had heard that he [Jesus] had put the Sadducees to silence, they were gathered together.  Then 
one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him, and saying, Master, which is the great 
commandment in the law?” (Mt. 22:34-36; Mk. 12:28).  Clearly, the lawyer would have never asked this question had the 
Pharisees anticipated Jesus’ answer, for his reply was a powerful rebuttal to their hateful attitude and spiteful actions 
against him.  Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 6:4-5, “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord: And thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might” (De. 6:1-5; Mk. 12:29-30).  In other 
words, we should love God with our whole being.  Jesus explained, “This is the first and great commandment” (Mt. 
22:38).  The religious leaders hoped for an answer they could dispute and challenge.  Had Jesus specified one of the Ten 
Commandments, they no doubt would have entered into a debate with him.  They were looking for cracks in Jesus’ 
theology, but found none.  After all, how could they disagree with the love of God?  Jesus placed love at the very 
foundation of God’s law (v. 40).  The law of God is an extension of his divine love; it only works when we love God.  
Thus, the foremost requirement of God for mankind is to love the Lord supremely, above all else.  This understanding of 
God’s law was a compelling challenge for the religious leaders of Jesus’ day.  Though they stood so forcefully against 
him, Jesus taught them to love.  Loving God with all one’s heart, soul, mind, and strength is a tall order.  How can a sinful 
man love a holy God in this way?  Is this possible?  The apostle John explained that man’s ability to love God is based on 
his first loving us.  “We love him, because he first loved us” (1 Jn. 4:19).  A sinful man cannot have a loving relationship 
with a holy God, but God himself made a way for us to love him through his Son, Jesus Christ (2 Co. 5:18- 21).  We know 
and experience God’s love for us through the offering of his only begotten Son who died for us.  “Herein is love, not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (1 Jn. 4:10).  Our love for God 
truly flows out of his love for us.  Indeed, we love God in the person of Jesus Christ, for he is the only way to the Father 
and we know the Father’s love by him (Jn. 14:6-9; Ro. 8:38-39).  Like the Jewish religious leaders, many people today do 
not understand that accepting Jesus as Christ and Savior is the only way to have a loving relationship with God.  Sadly, 
when people reject the Son of God, they turn away from the love of the Father.  “For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (Jn. 3:16).  Clearly, 
we receive the love of God and also love God through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Scripture Study 
The first and great commandment – Mt. 22:34-38; Mk. 12:28-30; De. 6:1-5 
Loving God in Christ – 1 Jn. 4:10, 19; 2 Co. 5:18-21; Jn. 14:6-9; Ro. 8:38-39; Jn. 3:16 
 

Conclusion 
Our lives should be lived with this primary goal in mind – loving God supremely.  When the love of God consumes us, we 
glorify the Lord through our living and being.  Each day, we should seek to fulfill God’s foremost requirement: to love 
him with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength.  There is no greater commandment. 
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Introduction 
Imagine a world without love.  It would be a dark, cold, and cruel place to live.  Nobody would care for one another.  
Trust and fellowship would be broken.  Everyone’s motives would be selfish and self-serving.  Marriages would surely 
fail, and families would be torn apart.  Sadly, for many people, this description has been an unfortunate reality.  In 
contrast to the world, Jesus Christ has called us, even commanded us, to love one another.  In today’s lesson, we will 
explore what it means to “love one’s neighbor.” 
 

Key Verse 
“And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.  There is none other commandment greater 
than these” (Mk. 12:31). 
 

Lesson Summary 
When Jesus was asked, “Which is the first (or great) commandment?” (Mk. 12:28), he answered, “And thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first 
commandment” (Mk. 12:30).  Then Jesus added, “And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself.  There is none other commandment greater than these” (v. 31).  First and foremost, Jesus commanded us to love 
God with everything within us, but then he quickly added another cardinal rule – to love your neighbor as yourself (Mt. 
22:39).  Although these two commandments are not the same, the two are so closely related in the mind of Christ that they 
cannot be separated from one another.  The love of God and love of neighbor get to the very heart and soul of what it truly 
means to be a Christian, a disciple and follower of Christ.  Jesus said, “On these two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets” (Mt. 22:40).  Certainly, the first command (to love God) requires the second (to love neighbor); and the 
second command depends on the first (1 Jn. 2:9-10; 3:23; 4:7, 11, 20-21).  Therefore, anytime the Scriptures speak of 
loving God, loving one’s neighbor is understood; and anytime the Scriptures speak of loving one’s neighbor, loving God 
is likewise intended.  In the epistle of James, loving one’s neighbor is called the “royal law” (Ja. 2:8).  In regard to the 
royal law of love, James admonished the saints to treat others with utmost respect without showing partiality and “respect 
of persons” (Ja. 2:1-9).  When Jesus taught us to love one another, he did not want us to place qualifiers on his 
commandment (Jn. 13:34-35; 15:12, 17).  On one occasion, a lawyer desired to excuse himself in regard to loving his 
neighbor, asking Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” (Lu. 10:25-29).  Jesus told him the story of the “Good Samaritan.”  A 
man going from Jerusalem to Jericho was robbed, beaten up, and left for dead.  A priest came along but kept on going; he 
wouldn’t go near the man.  A Levite also passed by but did nothing to help.  When finally a Samaritan, an outcast, came 
along and saw him, having pity on the poor soul.  He bandaged his wounds and took him to an inn to care for him.  When 
he departed the next day on his journey, he left some money with the innkeeper to care for the injured man, and even 
promised to pay all his expenses while he recovered (vv. 30-35).  After sharing this story, Jesus then asked the lawyer, 
“Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves?” (v. 36).  The lawyer 
replied, “He that shewed mercy on him” (v. 37).  Jesus said, “Go, and do thou likewise” (v. 37).  When it comes to loving 
one’s neighbor, the real issue is not, “Who is being a neighbor to me,” but rather, “To whom am I being a neighbor?”  As 
true believers who are born of the Spirit, the love of God compels us to love and to be a good neighbor to our fellow man.   
 

Scripture Study 
Love your neighbor – Mk. 12:28-31; Mt. 22:39-40; 1 Jn. 2:9-10; 3:23; 4:7, 11, 20-21; Ja. 2:8 
Who is your neighbor? – Ja. 2:1-9; Jn. 13:34-35; 15:12, 17; Lu. 10:25-37 
 

Conclusion 
The Lord has called and commanded us to love our neighbors as ourselves.  This is a tall order.  It is a chief 
commandment of God, the royal law of the Scriptures.  When we put this commandment into operation, we should be 
careful to love as Jesus loved without showing partiality and placing limitations on his commandment.    
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Introduction 
These days we hear plenty about loving our fellow man, but little about the commandments of God.  In fact, at times, it appears 
that the two are set over and against each another.  In today’s lesson, we will see that God’s love and his commandments are 
conjoined – the commandments of God’s Word proceed from a God of love. 
 

Key Verse 
“If ye love me, keep my commandments” (Jn. 14:15). 
 

Lesson Summary 
In 1 John 4, the apostle wrote much about loving one another (vv. 7, 8, 11, 12, 20, 21).  He explained love, not as an option, but 
as a command, declaring, “And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also” (v. 21; 
see also v. 20).  The love of God compels and requires us to love one another.  Loving God and loving one another are 
inseparable – we simply cannot have one without the other.  In 1 John 5:2-3, he continued to explain this point by developing a 
right understanding of God’s love: “By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his 
commandments.  For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.”  Many 
people claim to love God and to love others, but what does that really mean?  The Bible makes clear what it means to love one 
another.  The world has a humanistic understanding and experience of love, focused on mankind’s ability to satisfy his needs.  
But this kind of love is imperfect, being insufficient and superficial; it’s prone to failure.  Real, lasting love, divine love (Greek: 
agape), the kind of love experienced in and among the children of God, is built upon loving God.  John explained that we 
cannot truly love one another unless we first love God (v. 2).  Again, “love of God” and “love of neighbor” go hand-in-hand.  
John further explained love for one another by adding, “and keep [God’s] commandments” (v. 2).  We cannot truly love one 
another unless we keep God’s commandments.  But why is this true?  First of all, we love God when we keep his 
commandments, but even more so, when we gladly keep his commandments (v. 3).  Think in terms of a parent and his child.  A 
father tells his son to go straight to school and return home by 4:00 p.m.; but the boy decides to skip school and hang out at a 
friend’s house, not returning home until late in the evening.  When the son returns home, walks through the door, and tells his 
father that he loves him, his father is not going to feel loved at all.  He will instead feel dishonored and rejected.  However, by 
gladly doing what his father says, a son will bring honor to his father, making him feel loved and respected.  In the same way, 
we are loving God when we truly desire to please him and do what he says; not because we have to, but rather because we want 
to honor him through our lives.  Therefore, desiring to please the Lord and following him in all things confirm that we truly love 
him from our hearts.  On this basis, we will seek to do what he has commanded.  Jesus said, “If ye love me, keep my 
commandments” (Jn. 14:15).  “He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me” (v. 21).  “If a man 
love me, he will keep my words” (v. 23).  “He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings” (v. 24).  “If ye keep my 
commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love” (Jn. 15:10).  
Furthermore, by loving God and doing the things that he has commanded in his Word, we will in turn do right by one another, 
thus fulfilling the love of God toward one another.  Divine love is clearly the basis for all morality and right relationships.  Paul 
wrote, “For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, 
Thou shalt not covet; and if there by any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself.  Love worketh no ill to his neighbor: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law” (Ro. 13:9-10; Ga. 
5:14).  Bottom line: we love God and one another through keeping the commandments of his Word. 
 

Scripture Study 
Commanded to love – 1 Jn. 4:7, 8, 11, 12, 20, 21 
Keeping the commandments – 1 Jn. 5:2-3; Jn. 14:15, 21, 23, 24; 15:10 
Fulfilling the love of God – Ro. 13:9-10; Ga. 5:14 
 

Conclusion 
When we love God supremely with all of our heart, mind, soul, and strength, desiring to please him and keep his 
commandments, we will fulfill his love toward our neighbor, doing those things that are contained in the law of God.  We do 
not need to keep a checklist, but we simply need to be filled with the love of God in Christ, and then learn from the Scriptures 
with the guidance of the Spirit how to please the Lord in our lives. 
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