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Editorials . . .

Editorials cont’d on p. 15

By the time our readers receive this issue of VOZ, there will less than 30 days until the gavel 
comes down signaling the official opening of the 18th Annual General Assembly of Zion 
Assembly Church of God. A lot of work is going on, spiritually and physically, even as we write in 
preparation for this divinely appointed event. The General Assembly is indeed a divine institution, 
an indispensable gathering of the church’s ministers and members to interpret Scripture, reason 
together on doctrine and matters of faith, divine government, discipline, settling of pending issues, 
and basking together in the love of God and the fellowship of the Spirit. What a glorious event 
appointed by the Lord on this side of heaven!

We want to encourage our people to pray and seek God for a mighty Assembly, and for the “unity 
of the Spirit” to prevail throughout the week—August 29-September 5.  Remember August 8th 
has been designated Assembly Prayer Day. We expect all our people from around the world to 
unite in making prayerful and consecrated intercessions for this great meeting. 

The venue for the meeting is the International Ministries Complex in Cleveland. The theme of the 
Assembly is “Fishers of Men.” We are expecting a record-breaking number, and a record-breaking 
anointing upon every session of this important and solemn gathering of saints from many nations 
including the United States.  

Youth Camp and Convention Reports

Youth camp reports will be featured in the next issue. One final convention report from California 
is in this issue, pp. 10-11. All these meetings attest to God’s favor upon the church. There were 
several saved, sanctified and baptized with the Holy Ghost. Several more were healed spiritually 
as well as physically and emotionally. Praise the Lord!  

Children’s Day Reports

Some reports have come in showing the wonderful successes of Children’s Day among our 
churches. The observance of this appointed “day” has proven through the years to be a great 
source of strength and education for our children and a blessing to our local churches overall. 
A well-planned Children’s ministry is a sure way to help build and strengthen our churches and 
insure the perpetuation of our churches for the next generation.  

Annual General Assembly:
                        Less than 30 Days Away
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R.O. Covey was born in 1911 in Virginia and received his education and training as a public schoolteacher 
in Iowa. He taught school there for several years, and in the ensuing years pastored several churches in 
Virginia. He was called upon by the General Overseer in 1951 to serve as Superintendent of Tomlinsom 
Home for Children and served in that position until 1960. He was then appointed as Overseer of 
Colorado (1962-1965) and served at the same time as World Language Secretary. In 1965 he was called 
back to Cleveland to serve as Assistant Editor of the White Wing Messenger, a position that gave him 
prominence in the church and world-wide recognition. He died February 27, 2009, at the age of 97.

R.O. Covey, 1911-2009

“LITTLE-BY-LITTLE” is one of the devil’s chief 
strategies. He works his devices so gradually that 
only a watchful few are aware that evil stalks their 
path! And he lays his plot in advance; he provides 
everyone who falls for his line a plausible argument 
to use when departure from the good way is detected 
and warned against. 

Take three successive generations, for example: If the 
first of the three will stand wholly true to the Word 
of God, and will teach their children to love and fear 
God, the second generation will probably continue 
steadfast in the faith, and will teach the same to the 
third generation. 

But, if those of the first or second generation begin 
to feel sorry for themselves because they “missed 
out on so much pleasure,” and allow even a trickle 
of the worldly stream to flow into their hearts and 
homes, it need come as no surprise if the floodgates 
are swung open, sweeping the third generation 
before the unleashed waters of permissiveness and 
compromise, and on to destruction! And that second 
generation may even have prided themselves in their 
so-called “wisdom” and “broad-mindedness.” 

BUT MAN HAS AN INHERENT TENDENCY to 
become progressively more lenient with himself. 
Though repeated history cries out against this trend, 
man seems never to learn. And if his teachers are 
sympathetic with his relaxed standards, how much 
more quickly will sin assume its full-fledged role!

For instance, when I taught at my first school in 
1929-30, it was a thing unheard of (in our area, at 
least) for a public-school teacher to smoke or drink. 
Such would have disqualified one for the teaching 
profession. Why? Because a teacher was expected to 
be a proper example to his pupils. And a pupil would 
have been expelled should he have been found 
smoking—at least on the school premises. 

Well, it hasn’t taken three generations to change all 
of that, as any parent with children in school knows. 
In fact, some schools provide “smoking rooms, ”not 
just for the faculty, but for the students. The same 
lowered standard is seen toward cursing, drinking, 
insubordination, and promiscuous immorality.

That is in the world, we say. But many of the 
children and youth in that environment come from 

Little by Little—
             The Road to Hell
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Christian and professing-Christian homes, and the 
course of their damnation is set, or condoned, by 
members of school boards (not to say parent-teacher 
associations), some of whom are Christians (in 
name, at least) of the first and second generations! 
“Little-by-little” all of this has become “the accepted 
thing.” Of course, the same trend is seen in all areas 
of public and worldly society.

HOW ABOUT THE CHURCH? We suppose that 
there has always been “a line drawn” between 
worldly and truly-Christian standards. And though 
the “line” is permanently fixed in the Bible, Satan’s 
“ l i t t l e - b y - l i t t l e ” 
strategy influences 
men and women of the 
Church to shift that 
“line”—or to “look 
the other way” and 
see an imaginary line 
on a lower plane, yet 
acceptable. 

The decline is gradual 
and seemingly well-
supported by good-
sounding reasoning. 
While some mourn 
over those who were 
lost in the second 
generation because 
the first-generation 
preachers and parents 
still took the Bible at 
face value, they seem blind to what the devil has 
done, and is doing, to the third generation! They 
build a great case for “wisdom” on the harm done 
by a very small percentage of preachers who were 
“harsh, biased, and traditionalized.” But they stop 
their ears when the opposite case is presented—the 
case which produces clear evidence of the eternal 
ruin being wrought by somewhat more than a few 
dissatisfied preachers who have dared to sow the 
seeds of false doctrine, compromised practices, and 
flagrant worldliness. 

All of this is done by the cunning craftiness of Satan, 
and soon its fruits are so widespread that those who 
are concerned are in the minority and seem helpless 

to stem the tide. Regardless of the horror felt by those
who have never lost sight of the “safety line,” the 
permissive trend persists.

THE CURRENT CRY IS “REVIVAL.” Revival 
of what? The word “revival” is a badly misused 
term. It means “bringing back to life; living again, 
or restoring to consciousness.” Strictly speaking, 
this can happen only to those who have one time 
been spiritually alive, but have backslidden or lost 
consciousness pertaining to spiritual things. 

By the definition, is “revival” still our need? And do 
we want it? I speak only 
as one insignificant 
individual, but I say, 
YES, in the strictest 
meaning of the word, 
even the Church needs 
revival; and I want to 
see it. We need soul-
saving efforts also; 
the spiritual birth of 
those who have never 
experienced the life 
Jesus gives. We call 
that “revival” also; but 
actually, that is another 
thing.

IS IT FAIR, or even 
right, to ask that 
new “babes” be born 
into a “diseased” 

environment, only to become infected and die? 
Can we be sure that the case for “immunity” 
will prevail over that for “contamination”? 
Even God knows it is not likely. The odds 
are against it, human nature being what it is.

But the Church needs “revival.” However, let’s face 
it—we are even less successful in “bringing back 
from the dead” than in bringing souls to the initial new 
birth! The difficulty lies in the fact that the spiritually 
sick or backslidden so often fail to admit that they are 
in a dying condition. And this “unconscious” state is 
made worse when those who should be helping them 
to see their sin are rather trying to convince them that 
they are “alive and well,” even though the Scripture 

“The difficulty lies in the fact that 
the spiritually sick or backslidden 
so often fail to admit that they 
are in a dying condition. And this 
‘unconscious’ state is made worse 
when those who should be helping 
them to see their sin are rather 
trying to convince them that they 
are ‘alive and well,’ even though 
the Scripture says, ‘She that 
liveth in pleasure is dead while 
she liveth’” (1 Tim. 5.6; Rev. 3.1).
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says, “She that liveth in pleasure is dead while she 
liveth” (1 Tim. 5.6; Rev. 3.1).

IF BY “CHURCH REVIVAL’’ we mean only 
an increase in shouting, livelier singing, running 
the aisles, speaking much in tongues, and other 
demonstrations, without a corresponding shedding of 
fleshly and worldly conduct, we might have nothing 
more than an example of Paul’s words to Timothy—
“For bodily exercise profiteth little...” But it would 
profit much more if we would note the remainder of 
the same verse: “...but godliness is profitable unto all 
things, having promise of the life that now is, and of 
that which is to come” (1 Tim. 4.8).

I think we all believe 
in the demonstration 
of the Spirit and 
the power of God. I 
think we know we 
should not quench 
the Spirit of God. I 
feel sure we all love 
to see and experience 
the moving of the 
Spirit in whatever 
manner and measure 
God sees fit to 
give it unto every 
individual to profit 
withal. But godliness 
is profitable unto 
all things, while 
bodily exercise 
profits little—and 
probably nothing if 
inconsistencies in the 
life of the one exercised make it seem repulsive to 
others who are seeking the real thing.

YES, LITTLE-BY-LITTLE the Church has come 
to the point of needing revival. “How can this be?” 
someone may ask. First, the constant admonition of 
the Holy Ghost, saying, “HUMBLE YOURSELVES” 
is sure evidence that we need revival. If we are not 
HUMBLE, then we are PROUD—and need revival!  
We are not submitting ourselves to God, we are giving 
place to the devil, and it will take revival in heart 
and mind to put him to flight! James wrote, “Submit 
yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he 

will flee from you … Humble yourselves the sight of 
the Lord, and he shall lift you up” (James 4.7, 10). 

One definition of pride is an overly high opinion of 
oneself, and the showing of this in one’s behavior. On 
first thought, few will admit to the charges—the Lord 
must mean somebody else. And the devil hurries them 
away from the subject, lest they give it due thought. 
They tell themselves that pride had to go when they 
were sanctified. Yes, but “little-by-little”—and to 
their amazement—it has crept in under another guise! 

IS IT NOT PRIDE, and do not people have a good 
opinion of their ways, when they cling to those ways 

so stubbornly in spite 
of all warnings and 
pleadings to submit 
to advice and wise 
counsel? People who 
are submissive to 
God (and to those 
over them in the 
Lord) will take heed 
and change their 
behavior. If they do 
not think their own 
way is better (though 
it conforms to this 
world), why then 
do they resist the 
transforming power 
of God and His Word 
and continue on as 
though they were not 
hearing?

How many times, for 
instance, has the appeal gone out to forsake the awful 
worldliness that has reached abounding proportions 
among us? In Assembly after Assembly the appeal has 
been made in all kindness and gentle persuasion, yet 
clearly and without compromise. Take the following 
subjects as just a few examples:

“Sin and Shame.” (Assembly Minutes, 1969, 
pages 42-45)

“A Challenge to the Younger Generation”—
including several paragraphs first to parents. 
(Assembly Minutes, 1971, pages 50-54) 

“When we preach a ‘watered-down’ gospel 
(which is not the gospel of Jesus Christ), 
we can only expect weak, ‘anemic’ converts 
(which are probably not really converted). 
Why can’t we preach strong and plainly 
against sin, with tears and compassion? Why 
can’t we name men’s sins, along with all the 
little-by-little allurements that the devil calls 
‘harmless’? What is wrong in telling people 
that the little ‘social amenities’ . . . are actually 
the devil’s bait to hook us, to string us on his 
line, and land us in his ‘frying pan’ in the fires 
of hell? Call it ‘love’ if you will, but it is not the 
love of God to ‘soft-pedal’ our preaching and 
thereby allow souls to be lost while they think 
they are saved!” 
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“Purity”—including a review of the 1971 
topic above. (Assembly Minutes 1973, pages 
46-49)

“The Church, Glorious in Holiness”—to 
appear in the Assembly Minutes for 1974; see 
White Wing Messenger for October 19, 1974.

ARE THEY NOT PROUD of their worldly ways who 
persist in them regardless of the pleadings of God and 
godly men? And do we not need to humble ourselves? 
Do we not need a Church revival, beginning with 
old-time Holy Ghost conviction and repentance, and 
continuing until the results can be seen and felt? It is 
not necessary for any age-group to point an accusing 
fi nger at any other age-group. Repentance is not 
done by age-groups, but by individual confession 
and turning away from sin. It is the duty of one and 
all to lay his life alongside the Bible, and with an 
honest heart measure to the pattern—not by private or 
personal interpretation, but in response to the pleading 
of the Holy Ghost, and the Church as His instrument.

Until there is a general move to please God, we may 
have a slight stirring from time to time, but how can 
we believe God for an evangelistic awakening among 
sinners as long as His Word is held in disdain by those 
who profess to be saints? 

Drifting or straying takes place “little-by-little”; 
repentance and revival can come at the moment of 
conviction. But the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of truth, 
does not convict men of sin, of righteousness and of 
judgment until they have been given opportunity to 
hear the truth preached. 

HOW ABOUT THE MINISTRY REPENTING of 
the “soft line’’ many have taken? When we preach a 
“watered-down” gospel (which is not the gospel of 
Jesus Christ), we can only expect weak, “anemic” 
converts (which are probably not really converted). 
Why can’t we preach strong and plainly against sin, 
with tears and compassion? Why can’t we name men’s 
sins, along with all the “little-by-little” allurements 
that the devil calls “harmless”? What is wrong in 
telling people that the little “social amenities” (which 
are claimed to keep us Church of God people from 
seeming smug or diff erent!) are actually the devil’s 
bait to hook us, to string us on his line, and land us in 
his “frying pan” in the fi res of hell? Call it “love” if 

you will, but it is not the love of God to “soft-pedal” 
our preaching and thereby allow souls to be lost while 
they think they are saved! 

Is any Christian really so naive (simple) as to think 
that suggestive, smutty talk will not lead to the sins 
it suggests; or that short, low-necked, or sleeveless 
dresses and form-sitting attire (on men as well as 
women) will not lead some to lust and to commit 
adultery or fornication? What right do those who think 
they are so strong have to be tempters and temptresses 
of others who might be weak? No, they are not simple; 
they need revival! They need once again to see Jesus 
on the Cross, bearing their sins in His precious body 
on that tree! They need to remember (if they ever 
knew) that the law demanded His death to satisfy the 
penalty for their sins! But they will not see this unless 
we preach to them the law of God that shows the 
damning power of sin, then the gospel which alone 
can deliver them from their sin and pride. 

Ministers, can you preach it? If not, could it be that 
you misunderstood (or missed) your calling? If every 
Christian is called unto holiness, surely every minister 
is called to preach holiness.

LITTLE-BY-LITTLE many have departed from the 
Church’s high standard. Can we face the truth as to the 
cause that-”little-by-little” many have quit preaching 
(and living) that standard without apology? 

“Negative! Negative!” some will cry. No—it is the 
positive truth. Try really listening for a few weeks or 
months. Better yet, tape your own next ten sermons, 
then “play them back.” If you were sitting in the 
sinner’s place, would you understand the gospel 
message? If you were sitting in the pew as a worldly 
minded Christian (?), would you be persuaded to 
change your ways? Or would you only be perplexed, 
wondering what the indirect, evasive preaching really 
meant?

After several years of having their “itching ears” 
tickled, we may have conditioned a lot of people to 
a fearless disregard for the disciplined walk. Revival 
may not touch these; but we owe it to them—and 
to ourselves—to give it a try. What else would you 
suggest?



8

The new expansion wing provides offi  ces for the Interna� onal 
Staff  and addi� onal space for headquarters’ opera� ons. It will 
also facilitate Zion Assembly Bible College and Seminary, and  
provide addi� onal space for the School of Ministry Ins� tute.

Exterior and Interior views of the new two-story 10,000 sq. ft . expansion of the Internati onal Ministries Complex.

In the original building, the auditorium 
is being renovated to seat over 350. 
Adjacent to the auditorium, renova� on 
is underway for the new bookstore and 
gi�  shop. Also, another offi  ce has been 
fully remodeled to provide a nursery with 
a fl at screen for Assembly streaming.

Le�  Balcony
and Breakroom
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Staff  and addi� onal space for headquarters’ opera� ons. It will 
also facilitate Zion Assembly Bible College and Seminary, and  
provide addi� onal space for the School of Ministry Ins� tute.
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Views of the 
Front Entrance
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California Convention Highlights
The California State Convention was held July 9-10 in Madera during 
the hottest heatwave in recent memory. We originally planned to gather 
on the Central Coast where it’s much cooler, but due to the recent lifting 
of the Covid restrictions, the multitudes were headed to the beaches. 
Lodging was unavailable and unaffordable. We ended up with 120 
“delegates” converging on our local church in the Central Valley. Pastor 
Juan Lopez and company were very hospitable and accommodating, 
installing an additional A/C unit for our comfort and survival!  We had 
a wonderful time despite the opposing factors—the heat (115+), an 
earthquake, and the theft of the pastor’s truck a few days before the 
meeting. Approximately ninety percent of the “delegation” traveled [six 
hours or more] from Southern California to attend, which attests to the 
desire and commitment to reincorporate the north and south of the state 
under one administration. We are enjoying good support and inclusion 
of all the brethren in our efforts to edify the church. Bishop L.W. Carter, 
former overseer of California, was our representative from headquarters.  
He was well received and did a fine job preaching in the convention and 
afterward in some of our churches in the south. The Spirit of the Lord 
moved intensely for a time on Saturday morning, including giving a 
message in tongues with interpretation. The theme of the convention 
was “and so much the more as ye see the day approaching” (Hebrews 
10.25). The entire passage gives several imperatives: “Let us . . .. draw 
near (v. 22), hold fast (v. 23), consider one another (v. 24), forsake 
not the assembling of yourselves together . . . (v. 25), and so much the 
more as ye see that day approaching . . .” The Overseer’s message was 
based on v. 19, “ . . . [let us] enter in (to the holiest of holies—in pure 
worship) as we discern the hour.” Due to the intensity of the heat, we 
adjourned early Saturday afternoon. Sister Steele was unable to sing 
her special song, “Keep the Flame Burning” invoking the reply of one 
pastor, “Seriously?” You had to have been there to grasp the full impact 
of that remark! 
        —Joseph Steele, reporter
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California Convention Highlights



12

VBS and Children’s Day 2021 
West Mobile, Al

Our church held VBS on June 25-26 and Children’s Day 
on the 27th. We had an average of 22 children and 38 
adults att end throughout the 3 days, with a total of 69 
in att endance on Children’s Day. We are thankful for our 
children and for all the adults who came out to support 
the kids. We are blessed! Our children thoroughly enjoyed 
learning about the concept of faith over fear and how the 
Lord doesn’t give us the spirit of fear, but of power, love, 
and a sound mind! The girls and boys competed against one 
another for the highest off ering; it was the kids’ favorite 
part of the weekend. Theresa Pe�  t and Samantha Eldridge 
volunteered to get a pie in the face if their team lost, and 
we all enjoyed watching Sister Theresa get a pie in the face 
when the boys lost the competi ti on by a landslide. This  
friendly competi ti on nett ed over $650 for the weekend. 
Praise the Lord! During Children’s Day, the kids enjoyed 
playing on water slides, eati ng good food, and spending 
ti me with one another. We all had a blast during VBS and 
Children’s Day!      
    —Hannah Clary, Reporter

A Lesson 
on Faith

Fun with 
pies—
not 
just for 
eati ng!

VBS
Music Class

Aria enjoying 
Children’s 
Day—
playing on the 
water slides 
and eati ng
ice cream. 

Seeking 
God!
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Children’s Day 2021 
Cleveland, TN

The Cleveland church celebrated Children’s Day on June 
6th. Our theme was “Faith Over Fear: Faith Factor.” 
We had a special morning service centered around 
the popular television show “Fear Factor.” Some of the 
program centered on fun-filled activities and challenges 
that helped us face some common fears and strengthened 
our faith! Pastor Anton Burnette preached an interactive 
sermon that included faith factor heroes from the Bible. 

The kids learned from Joshua to be strong and of good 
courage. We talked about some fears people face, like the 
fear of the dark, heights, public speaking, storms, creepy 
crawlers, and the fear of apes! Then, the kids participated 
in the egg challenge. Each child chose an egg not knowing 
if it was hard boiled or raw. The kids slammed the eggs on 
their foreheads revealing the state of their egg! It turned 
out that Madison Kachel had nice shiny hair that morning. 
Next, we learned about David facing the giant, Goliath, 
and how we can face the giants in our lives. Challenge 
two had the kids digging in worms for hidden prizes. Then, 
suddenly, we had a report of an escaped ape from the zoo 
on the loose who then suddenly appeared among us.  

Our last hero was John the Baptist. His courage to stand 
up for what was right was emphasized. This led right into 
the challenge in which the kids ate chocolate-covered 
grasshoppers [actual grasshoppers!]. Some of the adults 
chosen by the kids also enjoyed this delicacy. Special guests 
included Madison Kachel who helped in the challenges and 
Jonathan Burnette, our escaped ape. Following service, 
the kids enjoyed a pizza party complete with anchovies 
and dirt pudding cups full of sour gummy worms! 
—Grace Burnette,
    reporter
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Construction engineers talk about laying a foundation 
on which to construct a building. The foundation stones 
[blocks] are laid out according to cornerstones, and all 
the cornerstones are measured and laid out according 
to a “chief cornerstone.” This chief cornerstone 
enables the builders to construct the building 
perfectly square, level, and plum (note Is. 28.16-
17). This is the basis for our Lord and the apostles’ 
references to Jesus being the “chief cornerstone” 
of the house of God (Mt. 21.42-44; Mk. 12.10; Acts 
4.11; 1 Pet. 2.4; et al). Jesus said to the unbelieving 
Jews, “Did ye never read in the Scriptures, THE 
STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, 
THE SAME IS BECOME THE HEAD OF THE 
CORNER: THIS IS THE LORD’S DOING, 
AND IT IS MARVELOUS IN OUR EYES?” His 
reference was to Ps.118.22-23.

It is noteworthy that the psalmist says, “this is the 
Lord’s doing,” that is, God the Father made Jesus the 
head of the corner, and in the eyes of true believers 
who have a vision of the Bible church it is marvelous!

The key verse in this passage is plainer when examined 
in the context of the entire parable in Mt. 21.33-44.

“ . . . there was a certain householder, 
which planted a vineyard, and hedged 
it round about, and digged a winepress 
in it, and built a tower, and let it out to 
husbandmen, and went into a far country: 
And when the time of the fruit drew near, 
he sent his servants to the husbandmen, 
that they might receive the fruits of it. And 
the husbandmen took his servants, and beat 
one, and killed another, and stoned another. 
Again, he sent other servants more than the 
first: and they did unto them likewise. But 

last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, 
They will reverence my son. But when the 
husbandmen saw the son, they said among 
themselves, This is the heir; come, let us 
kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance. 
And they caught him, and cast him out of 
the vineyard, and slew him. When the lord 
therefore of the vineyard cometh, what will 
he do unto those husbandmen? They say 
unto him, He will miserably destroy those 
wicked men, and will let out his vineyard 
unto other husbandmen, which shall 
render him the fruits in their seasons. Jesus 
saith unto them, Did ye never read in the 
scriptures, The stone which the builders 
rejected, the same is become the head of 
the corner: this is the Lord’s doing, and it is 
marvelous in our eyes? Therefore say I unto 
you, The kingdom of God shall be taken 
from you, and given to a nation bringing 
forth the fruit thereof. And whosoever shall 
fall upon this stone shall be broken: but on 
whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to 
powder.” 

Note that the builders who rejected the chief 
cornerstone are the same ones [Jews] who appeared 
as farmers and killed the Son of the Husbandman 
who had sent Him. They rejected Christ like a broken 
vessel and cast Him away. Jesus was thus to them a 
“stumbling stone” (Is. 8.14; Rom. 9.32-33; 1 Pet. 
2.8). “He came unto His own and His own received 
Him not” (Jn. 1.11).  Instead of building upon Him as 
the “chief cornerstone” and “only foundation” for 
God’s house, they rather stumbled over Him and built 
the house crooked—out of level and out of plum (note 
1 Cor. 3.10-13). Consequently, God rejected them and 

Bani Rangel
Overseer of Venezuela

FOUNDATION
  OF THE CHURCH
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called others out of every nation and tribe who would 
build upon Him (Mt. 21.43). And not only does He 
reject unbelievers, but He grinds them to powder! 

The revelation of Christ to a believer is the Rock upon 
which the church is built! 

“Whom do men say that I the Son of man 
am? . . .  And Simon Peter answered and 
said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God. And Jesus answered and said 
unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: 
for fl esh and blood hath not revealed this 
unto thee, by my Father which is in heaven.  
And I say also unto thee, That thou art 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it” (Mt. 16.16-18).

The rejection of Christ by the Jews [as a nation] 
opened the door for the Gentiles to receive the Gospel 
(Is. 49.6, 22-23; 60.3-5; Rom. 11.25; see also Lk. 
2.30-32). To believers [Jew or Gentile] Christ is 
everything: Lord, King, Bridegroom, Head of the 
church and Savior of the body! (Eph. 1.23; 5.23-32). 
The church is thus “the fullness of him that fi lleth all 
in all.” 

Christ is therefore a stumbling block for the 
disobedient, but the chief cornerstone for those 
who believe in Him and accept Him as their Lord 
and Savior. As the church of God, the “Zion of the 
Holy One” (Is. 60.14), Jesus is everything! He’s 
the foundation for our homes, marriages, family, 
communities, nation, and our personal hope of heaven 
and eternal life!  This is a settled hope and revelation 
with us. We are therefore not “carried about by every 
wind of doctrine” but are steadfast, and perfectly 
established upon the Rock—the revelation that Christ 
is the Son of the living God!  And upon this Rock we 
are unmovable!  

Now since we are assured in the Holy Word that the 
“foundation of God standeth sure” (2 Tim. 2.19), 
we must be careful “how [we build] thereupon”
 (1 Cor. 3.10), for though the foundation can never be 
destroyed, yet if we build upon it “wood, hay, stubble” 
(men’s traditions and opinions) our house will surely 
be burned down to the ground by the fi re of God (vv. 
12-13). Let us then build upon the “sure foundation.”
                                                                                          

Editorials cont’d from p. 2

                                                                                          

Articles for the Voice of Zion

We were pleased to have received the 
message form Brother Bani Rangel, 
overseer of Venezuela (see pp. 14-15, “The 
Foundation of the Church”). Pillars in the 
church (like Brother Bani) are necessary if 
we expect to fulfi ll our calling and mission 
as the Lord’s Zion in these very last days. 
We want to encourage other overseers and 
pastors to send in good sound messages 
and inspirational reports for publication in 
the VOZ. It is a somewhat laborious task to 
think through and prepare written sermons 
and reports, but they are a great source of 
strength and inspiration to our people and all 
those who subscribe to and read the paper.  

2022

VOZ Subscription
Price Change

With the rise in 
cost of materials—
paper, postage, and 
toner, as well as 
publishing costs, 
a recommendation 
will be made to the 
General Assembly 
for a price increase 
starting January 2022.



Voice of Zion
P.O. Box 2398

Cleveland, TN 37320-2398

NONPROFIT
US POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 5

CLEVELAND TN

August 2021

“Fishers of Men”
THEME

18th Annual General Assembly
Cleveland, TN
Aug. 31 - Sept. 5, 2021

The Awful Consequences of Sin—Hell and the Lake of Fire

See feature message, pp. 4-7 by R.O. Covey

 Renew 
Early!

 VOZ 2022


