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Editorials . . .

SMI Great Success

The recent term of the School of Ministry Institute (SMI) held in Cleveland is highlighted in this 
edition of the paper. The school schedule was divided into two one-week sessions (8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
each day: May 2-14). The classes were held in the Educational wing of the new building. See pp. 8-11 
for complete pictorial report.

Summer Camps and Conventions

Since we are apparently conquering the Covid plague, government restrictions and regulations are 
easing up a great deal. The door is re-opening for us to conduct summer camps and Regional/State 
Conventions. See back of this issue for Youth Camps and convention schedules.

General Assembly

It is hard to believe that the gavel will soon come down to open the 18th Annual General Assembly. 
Accordingly, preparations have begun for this important annual event—including making physical 
adjustments on the old building, choosing a theme, putting together the Assembly program, Committee 
preparations, scheduling and preparing for extra curricula events, providing accommodations and 
making traveling arrangements for national overseers and missionaries. It is indeed a major undertaking. 
We greatly need the Lord to intervene during this special, one-time-a-year meeting. It is a time for us 
invoke the intercession of the Holy Spirit, and to discern and receive instructions and directions from 
Him. “Hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.”    

The General Assembly is a special time for the saints to sit together as the Lord’s ekklesia, His church, 
and to agree together on the path forward for the church. This is a critical time; we are entering into 
the very last days. We should pray for and expect the miraculous hand of God to intervene for us, 
making it possible for the church to fulfill her mission in the world.  

This is the reason a special day of prayer is so important: a day in which all of us around the world 
may call upon the Lord and pray together for His will to be done; to enable us to fulfill the great 
task He has given to His church. Accordingly, we have set August 8th as Assembly Prayer Day. Not 
withstanding, prayers should go up incessently from now until the Assembly opens, pleading for His 
presence to be with us in a special way and to give us directions as we go forward. Pastors be sure to 
lead your church to focus on prayer on August 8th. I believe it will be pleasing to the Lord—a sweet 
savor going up to invoke His good pleasure!    

The dates for the Assembly are August 31–September 5. The venue is our International Ministries 
Complex (it is being enlarged somewhat by preparing overflow rooms in the sanctuary). Assembly 
programs should be in the mail by July 26th.  
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     Let’s Go
  Fishing

Anton Burnette,
Cleveland, TN

In Luke 5.1-11, the author tells a familiar story of 
how Simon had fished all night and came to shore 
without anything to show for it.  Then at the behest 
of Jesus, Peter let down his nets again. This time 
the draught was so abundant that the boat almost 
sunk, and 
Peter needed 
more ships and 
workers to bring 
in the great 
catch. At the 
conclusion of 
the story, Jesus 
proclaimed that 
Peter, James, 
and John would 
be “fishers of 
men.” This 
story relates 
certain keys to evangelism that can help us 
reach our communities. To “catch men” with the 
Gospel, we must hear the call, “Let’s go fishing.”

Before we analyze this passage further, we should 
speak of what we mean by going fishing. Every 
fishing enthusiast probably has some gear with him 
in case he sees an opportunity for a catch.  Perhaps 
while out on a business trip, he locates a fishing 
hole that seems promising.  Regarding evangelism, 
we should all be looking for a good fishing hole.   
We should all reach out to people in our day-to-
day life. But this message goes beyond that, that is, 
we should go out with the explicit purpose in mind 
of catching fish—evangelizing the lost. It is the 
desire of this writer that more pastors and members 
will hang the “Gone Fishing” sign on their door 
and systematically reach out to their communities
with the Gospel.

Our text  passage  begins by explaining how the 
people pressed upon Jesus to hear the Word of God.  
There is a hunger for the Word of God today. “Behold, 
the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send 
a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a 

thirst for water, 
but of hearing 
the words of 
the LORD: 
And they shall 
wander from 
sea to sea, and 
from the north 
even to the east, 
they shall run 
to and fro to 
seek the word of 
the LORD, and 
shall not find it” 

(Amos 8.11-12). People are looking for solutions 
to their problems. If we proclaim Christ and His 
Gospel, people will begin to recognize that He is 
the only lasting solution.

Then Jesus says to Peter, “Launch out into the 
deep, and let down your nets for a draught.” We 
must launch out into the deep. We should not focus 
on the shallow; instead we should set big goals for 
our individual lives and for our local churches. 
Set goals that are demanding, that require faith 
to reach and make  you uncomfortable. Then, 
let down your nets for a draught. Act on your 
faith with expectation. When we do anything 
for God, our faith and expectation will affect our 
results. What do you expect: a draught or a 
drought? A draught looks towards an abundance, 
a drought looks to a shortage and failure.
Simon responds to Jesus, “Master, we have toiled 
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all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless, 
at thy word I will let down the net.” Simon is 
honest about the situation. We do not have to lie 
to ourselves. This isn’t speaking positively, this is 
responding to God’s Word by faith. “Nevertheless 
at thy word . . .”  Again, regarding evangelism, we 
do it because the Word tells us to.

“And when they had this done, they enclosed a 
great multitude of fi shes: and their net brake [or
was breaking].”  There is an opportunity for a great 
multitude, but we must act. We must respond to the 
Great Commission and Go! We must preach! We 
must share the glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ with 
our friends and neighbors, and with everyone! The 
enemy cannot stop us. The devil cannot stop us. 
The civil government cannot stop us. False teachers 
cannot stop us. The only one that can stop us from 
fulfi lling our God-ordained destiny is ourselves. 
We must not be dismayed by the disease of “what 
if.”  What if I do it wrong? What if I fail? What if I 
make a fool of myself? Who cares? I would rather 
be a fool for Christ than a sluggard when it comes 
to evangelism. Instead of asking what could go 
wrong, we should be fi lled with joy at what can be 
accomplished if we only try and set out to do all that 
we possibly can.

“And they beckoned unto their partners, which 
were in the other ship, that they should come and 
help them. And they came, and fi lled both the 
ships, so that they began to sink.” We will need 
partners to bring in the multitudes. We will have 
to help one another. As we continue to fulfi ll the 
Great Commission, we will see that infl ux of other 
Christians and ministers into the church (Is. 60.1-5).  
We will see our ranks swell with sinners becoming 
Christians and Christians getting a vision of the 
church. But for them to get the vision, the church 
must do the church’s work; complete the task of the 
Great Commission.

“For he was astonished, and all that were with 
him, at the draught of the fi shes which they had 
taken.” The results will be astonishing.  Our present 
selves will not believe what our future selves will 
accomplish. The prophetic destiny of the church 
is wondrous, but we must work hard towards
that destiny. 

“And so was also James, and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And 
Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth 
thou shalt catch men.” Jesus admonished them 
not to fear. Fear is an enemy that keeps us shackled 
to the past (what has always been). Faith is what 
sets you free to pursue your future—your prophetic 
destiny. “Thou shalt catch men”—not try, but 
will do!

“And when they had brought their ships to land, 
they forsook all, and followed him.” Forsake all 
and follow Christ. Get your priorities in order.  
Evangelism is a priority of the church. It needs to be 
a priority in your local church and in your personal 
life. Jesus said that we would catch the lost if we 
would fi sh for them. There is no alternative to basic 
evangelism—reaching out to the lost, personal soul-
winning, and revival!  

Let’s go fi shing! 

Below is a list of some of the best fi shing locations 
and tools to reach the lost:  

Tracts   College campuses
Voice of Zion  Parks
Door to door  Festivals
Tent revivals  Streets of the cities
Home Bible studies Radio
Nursing homes  Television
Hospitals   Jails and Prisons
Social Media  Mall [market places]
Articles for Newspapers

Pray about what you can do to help evangelize 
your community. Ask for open doors. Speak to 
your pastor about evangelistic opportunities that 
you can begin implementing in your local area.

Evangelism is our duty. Don’t pray if—pray how.  
LET’S GO FISHING!

“What do you expect: a draught or a drought? 
A draught looks towards an abundance, a 
drought looks to a shortage and failure.”
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Church History Tour
Record-Breaking Participation

Sixty-nine students, auditors, and staff  members 
participated in the Church History Tour this year 
sponsored by the School of Ministry Institute (SMI). 
The tour was conducted on Tuesday of the second 
week of the school. As per usual, the tour was 
narrated and guided by the Presiding Bishop. It traced 
the steps of our illustrious pioneers in Zion Assembly 
Church of God in the late nineteenth- and early 
twentieth century. 

The tour varies somewhat each year because it is 
impossible to cover all of the sites in one day. Each 
year the tour is designed therefore to cover a specifi c 
number of sites so that during the students’ three years 
in SMI, all of the sites will have been visited. The 
tour gives the students a comprehensive view of the 
origins and early development of the church in the 
late nineteenth- and early twentieth century. 

The tour began with a visit to Fields of the Wood 
(FOW), a 216 acre prophetic theme park. The students 
especially enjoyed the historical sites and the lectures 
on the historical signifi cance of the park. The visit at 
FOW concluded with short lectures by several of the 
SMI staff  members atop Prayer Mountain, and a special 
prayer together (where A. J. Tomlinson received a 
confi rmation of his revelation of the church in 1903). 
The tour then stopped at Turtletown about four miles 
west of FOW to visit the grave site of R. G. Spurling 
and his wife Barbara and their old home place. It 
seemed to be of special signifi cance to the students to 
learn that Spurling had made arrangements before his 
death for his grave to face his old home place rather 
than east [which was the custom] to signify that he 
had paid too much attention to the aff airs of this life at 
the expense of the ministry. 

The caravan then turned north for about ten miles to the 
site at Barney Creek where R. G. Spurling set in order 
Christian Union (Church of God) on August 19, 1886.  
After a short lecture at the site of the old gristmill on 
Barney Creek, the tour moved about a mile away to 
a place prepared for lunch. It had been a special treat 

for many years that our good friends Ed and Mary 
Etta Hawk prepare an extravagant country meal for 
us in their retreat center nearby the Barney Creek 
meetinghouse site. But this year they were unable to 
accommodate us due to health issues. Still, they made 
arrangements for us to use the fellowship Hall at the 
nearby old Presbyterian church for a catered lunch. 
There, the students enjoyed a great meal, followed by 
worship, singing, and good fellowship on the grounds. 
It was indeed a refreshing time in the presence of the 
Lord. Many were blessed and lifted up: some received 
special guidance in regard to their ministries. 

On the way back to Cleveland, the tour stopped at 
the First Assembly house where the fi rst General 
Assembly was conducted on January 26-27, 1906. 
The students were privileged to sit where our early 
pioneers had gathered during a snowstorm for that 
signifi cant occasion. That was the birth (or rebirth) 
of the church’s special form of theocratic government 
that we see in operation in Acts 15. The tour concluded 
at the Holy Ghost marker site located about a mile 
from FOW. There in the late nineteenth century were 
mighty outpourings of the Holy Spirit, evidenced 
by speaking in unknown tongues. More than 130 
men and women were baptized with the Spirit in 
that community in 1896-1900, marking the greatest 
outpouring of the Spirit anywhere in the world since 
the fi rst- and second centuries. Many of these Spirit-
baptized saints became members of the church. 
These outpourings of the Spirit marked the church’s 
transition into a holiness-Pentecostal body when 
Spurling and W. F. Bryant set in order the Holiness 
Church at Camp Creek in the home of Bryant (located 
in FOW) on May 15, 1902.   

Everyone returned to Cleveland safely at about 5:00 
p.m. and began to prepare for the classes the next day. 
There were more than twenty students who had never 
seen any of the sites and were especially blessed by 
what they had learned about the restoration and early 
historical development of the church. 
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Hardees was 
our first stop!

F.O.W., a 
first visit for 

many
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Zion Assembly SMI2021 Church of God2021

Fifty-six students enrolled for the Cleveland 
school this year, including twenty-two from California. 
That is a record for the Cleveland school. It broke the 
old record of 52. There was a total of seventy-one 
in attendance, including auditors, teachers, and staff  
members. That also broke the old record of 68.
   Two national overseers, fi ve state overseers, 
one mission representative, thirteen pastors, one 
church minister, ten evangelists, several support- 
ministries leaders and mission directors were in 
attendance to make the total of seventy-one. Most 
outstanding, however, were the number of young 
people who enrolled; in fact, they represented the 
largest part of the student body. Twenty-one of these 
were fi rst time students. This was encouraging and 
brightened our outlook on the immediate future of 
the church. 
 From the opening service on Sunday evening, 
May 2nd to the closing on May 14th, the school and 
classes buzzed with excitement. Second- and third 
year students said it was not only the best attended 
terms, but the most spiritual and enthusiastic. Post-
graduate students said this term excelled all others 
in depth of theological and biblical content and 
spirituality. All seemed to agree that the theme, “A 
Vision for the Harvest,” was timely and on target to 
meet the present ministry needs in the church.
 The Disciplined Worship was again this year 
a vital part of the school. Each morning at 8.a.m. 
began with this discipline and practical learning 
exercises. Bishop Burnette directed this special time. 
Students participated in the devotionals through 
prayer, preaching, special singing, corporate worship, 
and testimonies.   
 The students praised the instructors for 
their prepardness and their grasp of the subjects 
they taught; the instructors praised the students for 
their attentiveness and their eagerness to learn. The 
instructors were Bruce Sullivan (Old Testament 

Record-Breaking Attendance
Instructive and Spirit-fi lled  Classes

Exuberant Atmosphere

Prophets, Abstract of Faith I, Introducing the Church 
to Others, Praise and Worship), Anton Burnette 
(Abstract of Faith II, III, Evangelism), Wanda K. 
Busbee (Greek), Wade H. Phillips (Undergraduate 
Evangelism, Postgraduate Seminar on Evangelism), 
and Renetta Kelton (Spanish). 
 There were thirty undergraduate students and 
twenty-six postgraduates that participated in the 14 
classes off ered, all of which focused in one way or 
other on evangelism and church growth.       
 Since the California school was canceled 
due to Covid regulations and restrictions, a special 
assistance program was arranged that included a 
scholarship allowance for California students. The old 
offi  ce building was used as a dormitory, and a shower 
room was installed by Steve and Glenda Major for 
the convenience of these students. Alice Jones, Wanda 
Busbee, Sandy Morris, and others working with them 
prepared several meals that eased the fi nancial burden 
of the students. Glenda Major was an invaluable 
assistant in many areas of the school. The executive 
secretary, registrars, clerks, cooks, and other workers 
did a remarkable job planning and preparing for this 
special term of SMI. The Historical Tour on May 11th

was a blessing to all (see pp. 6-7 for full pictorial 
report), and those who contributed their time and labor 
for the workday on the intermediate Saturday was 
much appreciated. Renetta Kelton worked especially 
hard translating the materials into Spanish with the 
assistance of Roberto Lopez. Brother Lopez and 
Henry Rodriquez worked tirelessly in interpretation 
during the two weeks of classes, assisted by Rosa 
Nicholson and others.
 All who attended returned to their respective 
fi elds of labor better equipped and inspired to 
evangelize their communities and labor together 
to reach the nations with the Gospel, and to build 
up the God’s church—the end-times City of God 
(Mt. 5.14; Is. 60.14).               
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Former Assistant 
Presiding Bishop
E.A. McDonald

greets the students

Student Reception
Opening Night

Staff 
 ready

to serve

Greek in Action

ἐκκλησία

Lodging provided

Inspirational Preaching, 
Teaching, and 
Testimonies
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The Three Amigos

Three More Amigos

Smiles
 all over

the place!

Exuberant 
California Students

Two joined
 the church 

Eating & learning go 
together

Outstanding worship 
& singing
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Who can’t smile in a friendly
game of kick ball and a water-balloon toss
turned water fight!

Water-Balloon-Toss Ballet

Enjoying the 
outing and picnic 

at the Phillips’ 
house.

Style
The good, 
bad & the 

ugly

See you next year!
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Why is the School of Ministry Institute (SMI) needed in Zion Assembly 
Church of God? And what does that mean to me?

“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak 
the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1.10).

Unless there is a constituted authority that can give instruction in doctrine according to the 
Book, how can the apostle Paul’s instruction in our text passage be adequately fulfilled, both 
as individuals and a collective body? This is the reason why Paul so urgently and fervently 
beseeches us to be “joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.” It is not an 
idle request. In order to obey the apostle’s instruction, there must be a mechanism to engage 
us to fulfill the command. Without it, how are we all together to speak the same thing? If it is 
understood to mean only that we are to find out for ourselves thru personal study, it makes no 
sense. Personal study and obedience have their place, or course, but Paul’s admonition means 
much more than that. He is calling us to corporate unity in Christ and His Word, that we all 
“speak the same thing” and be “perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment.” And this is so that we bring not a reproach on Christ and the unity of the Godhead. 
For that is exactly what “divisions among [Christians]” do.

Our goal is to be perfectly joined together in our interpretation of doctrine, indeed “melted 
together,” as it were, by the Holy Ghost and the Word of God, until it may be said of us what was 
said of the church in Acts 15.28: “that it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us.” Otherwise, 
we are no more than just a conglomerate of disjointed parts and opinions, exactly the opposite 
of God’s will and desire for His church. God has called us to harmony and unity, not confusion 
and division. This is the message that the larger community of Christians has failed to grasp, 
which has resulted in denominationalism and the splintering of God’s people into a million 
independent groups. When divine order is not followed and carnality is not adequately dealt 
with, personal opinions, desires, prejudices, and fables end in failure and apostasy.  A plethora 
of “half-truths” always fall short of “the truth”!

We need SMI to learn and to dialogue together to fulfill Paul’s instruction: but more importantly, 
to fulfill God’s plan for His church and all of us as “members one of another.”

“And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit 
thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also” (2 Tim. 2.2).

 

John Bolin
Missouri

SMI TESTSMI TEST IMONIES IMONIES
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When the assignment was given on Monday to choose a doctrine to write 
upon regarding its importance, my first thought was to write about sin and 
how important it is that we teach this doctrine to a lost and dying world. 
However, as Tuesday and Wednesday came along, my choice shifted as I absorbed our church 
history and learned more about the church in our classes. I have been in the church since I 
was two years old. I have been brought up to love and respect who she is. I have learned the 
importance of her teachings, and how they should be lived out. As a teen, I was brought into the 
church by covenant. Though all these things were instilled in me at a young age, it was not until 
the first week of the School of Ministry Institute (SMI) that I began to fall completely in love 
with the church. 

After spending a week at SMI, the things I had learned through the years sunk more deeply 
within me. Now, without a shadow of a doubt, I can say, “I know that I know, that I know that 
I am a part of the bride of Christ, the church of God.” The instructions and passion at SMI set 
ablaze a burning desire inside my heart, life, and soul. The fact that Zion Assembly has such 
order and government given by God through our leadership and through the General Assembly 
is so important because they keep us lined up with what “thus saith the Word of God.” With 
government comes accountability to God and His Word executed by our leadership. This is 
especially needed as we see the end drawing near. 

Another important role of the church is the mission of reaching the whole world with the 
message that Jesus saves and completely cleanses us from all sin. Too many today are met with 
the message that God loves you and allows you to go to heaven no matter how you live. God’s 
church knows that we are called to be holy, to be “without spot or wrinkle.” How will that ever 
happen if people are left in the “pig pen” of sin?

Jesus’ bride is called to go and teach all nations. We are to go out and be examples and witnesses, 
to proclaim to the world what Jesus’ blood can do. The miracle of salvation must not be watered 
down leaving people with the impression that they can be saved while living in their sins. Jesus 
came to deliver us from the power and penalty of sin. In conclusion, the doctrine of the church is 
so important because it is the continuation of the same doctrine that Jesus established while He 
was on earth. Words could never express the joy I feel in knowing that I am a member of God’s 
church and actively engaged in fulfilling her mission in the world.                                                                                        

Victoria Green
Crossville, TN

 IMONIES IMONIES
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My journey to the 2021 School of Ministry Institute (SMI) started as an idea a few years 
ago. It was at first just a dream, a desire—a desire to one day be privileged to attend SMI in 
Cleveland. Because of the pandemic, we were not able to have SMI in California in 2020; 
however, we got to see some of the classes and sessions live streamed which included 

appearances and comments by some of our Hispanic brethren from Central and South America. This only increased 
my desire to be part of the terms in Cleveland. 

At the end of the General Assembly in 2020, I started my journey to SMI in Cleveland by praying for God to open 
doors for me to attend. And you know what? He did! Not only for me, but for many of us in California! It only 
took a few hours of driving (actually 36 hours), long conversations, tears, and some singing praises to the Lord as 
we zoomed down the highway. What a great experience! 

One of the most exciting things we learned at SMI this year was the history [story] of the church, both in the 
classes and during the special Historical Tour on Tuesday of the second week. A highlight was the session in 
Fields of the Wood Bible park. Someone has said, “If you don’t know where you’ve come from, you will not 
know where you’re going.” That is exactly how I was impressed at SMI this year. Knowing the history of the 
church now, I can say “it is my history, too.” I am one of those whom the apostle Paul mentioned that were not 
a people, but now are “the people of God!” I am encouraged to reach the lost and present the church to others. I 
desire everyone to know about Christ and the church. 

Roberto Lopez
District Overseer, northern CA
Pastor, Oxnard, CA; Lom Poc, CA

Many are unaware or unlearned about what is meant by the term, “the church.” Many 
believers think that the church is no more than a place to congregate on Sunday morning. 
Most denominations teach that the church is made up of all the redeemed in every age. This 
is what they call the “invisible church.” However, after much reading and discussion on this 
topic, I realized that the church is being confused with the kingdom of God. The kingdom is spiritual, made up of 
all true believers, whereas the church is a visible, corporate body of believers formed by a covenant. It dawned on 
me after learning this distinction that not all Christians are members of the church. I realized that the “Church of 
God” is not just a name, but a real flesh and blood body of people operating in the world today.

The distinction between the church and kingdom is important because Christians need to know and understand 
in order to be able to fulfill her mission in the world. When you join the true church, not a private or independent 
local organization, you make a covenant with God and the other members to serve the Lord in Spirit and in truth. 

Many choose a place to worship because it best fits their biased and preconceived beliefs. They desire therefore 
to remain unchanged and unchallenged by the truth in God’s Word. Many have become comfortable in their 
sin. Thus, whatever “sounds best” to them is what they choose to believe. They do not seek the truth with all 
their heart. As someone who grew up in a Baptist church, I was told to stay away from groups that differ with 
the Baptist tradition. But I know that God is not the author of confusion. By asking questions and reading and 
discussing these things, I have learned the truth and desire to become grounded and settled in it!

Brooke Bargeron
Cleveland, TN
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“A man’s heart plans his way, but the LORD directs his steps” (Prov. 16.9).  The steps that 
ultimately led me to the School of Ministry Institute (SMI) were spontaneous, unexpected, 
and timely. In the weeks leading up to the school, I found myself entering into a major time 
of transition in my life and career.  This was motivated by a long-time desire to consecrate 
my life unto God more completely, especially after the great work He had accomplished in my heart—setting me 
free from so many things.  Also, during this time, I was praying for the Lord to give me a specific direction to my 
life, so I could commit myself to go forward in His will.  

After a lot of prayer with no apparent direction, I decided in my heart on a certain path which would ultimately have 
ended up in my relocating to Dallas, TX. Once I had decided on this path, I remember praying, “Lord, this is my 
plan. My heart’s desire is for You alone; so if You want something different for me, I need You to show me.”  The 
next morning my dad asked me to take a short hike with him, and no sooner did we arrive at our trail, he said, “Son, 
I have something you might be interested in. It’s the School of Ministry Institute with Zion Assembly Church of 
God. It’s two weeks long and starts in five days, so if you’re interested, I need to know now.”  I instantly had a 
witness in my heart and knew this was the way to go. Though knowing nobody or exactly what I was walking 
into, I headed to Cleveland, TN.

Having spent my childhood in the Church of God of Prophecy, I had a vague idea of what to expect, but what I 
experienced was above and beyond. From the warm greetings to the amazing smiles, to the helpfulness of the 
staff, and a great sermon by the school’s superintendent, Bruce Sullivan, the school kicked off with a great start.  
During the next two weeks of classes, I experienced top-notch biblical teaching that challenged me, expanded my 
understanding, and left me with a greater hunger for God and evangelism. The daily disciplined worship in the 
mornings and the Wednesday night revival services encouraged my heart greatly. I was filled with great hope for 
the future of God’s church as I watched both men and women within Zion Assembly, all from different parts of 
the country sing, preach, serve, and give testimonies to the glory of God.  The school was made complete with the 
fellowship and plenty of food! From the trip to Fields of the Wood, to the hospitality of Bishop Phillips’ cookout, 
to the one-on-one conversations throughout the two wonderful weeks, to the new friendships forged, this school 
was a success for me! I wish I could thank everyone personally.

Still, this school was much more than just a school for me. I found a home. After coming to understand the 
doctrines, and especially having my eyes opened to the biblical nature and mission of God’s visible church, I 
decided, through much prayer, to become a covenant member of Zion Assembly Church of God.  I have great 
hope and expectations for what the Lord has in store.  “Then Jesus said, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believe, 
you will see the glory of God” (Jn. 11:40).

Daniel Code                                                                                                    
Spotsylvania, VA

“The daily disciplined worship in the mornings and the Wednesday 
night revival services encouraged my heart greatly. I was filled with 
great hope for the future of God’s church as I watched both men and 
women within Zion Assembly, all from different parts of the country 
sing, preach, serve, and give testimonies to the glory of God. The 
school was made complete with the fellowship and plenty of food!  
From the trip to Fields of the Wood, to the hospitality of Bishop 
Phillips’ cookout, to the one-on-one conversations throughout the 
two wonderful weeks, to the new friendships forged, this school 
was a success for me!  I wish I could thank everyone personally.”
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