
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction 
Do you enjoy music?  Do you like to sing?  Most people do.  More than any other expression of our worship, music and 
singing seem to play the greatest part.  Of course, there is an endless variety of musical styles in the world today.  In Zion 
Assembly, we do not endorse any particular style of music, but we celebrate the many diverse ways of musically 
expressing our worship and praise to the Lord.  In today’s lesson, we will explore the prominence the Bible gives to music 
and singing. 
 

Key Verse 
“O come, let us sing unto the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation” (Ps. 95:1). 
 

Lesson Summary 
The abilities to play musical instruments and sing are blessings from God.  Most believers have the ability to sing, but not 
all can skillfully “carry a tune.”  Only a small number who enjoy singing actually feel called and qualified to lead others 
in congregational worship.  Likewise, few are capable of providing musical accompaniment in church worship.  
Nevertheless, music and singing are essential in our worship experience when we gather together.  Typically, they are the 
primary expression of congregational participation in worship.  In Zion Assembly we need gifted individuals who will 
answer God’s call, prepare themselves for service, and make themselves available for this all-important ministry.  Why?  
Music is a powerful and provocative medium for expressing our worship.  Although some professing Christians may 
disallow its significance in the church, the psalmist implored us to praise God with musical instruments (Ps. 92:1-3; 
150:3-5; see also 1 Ch. 15:16, 28).  “Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous: for praise is comely for the upright.  Praise the 
Lord with harp: sing unto him with the psaltery and an instrument of ten strings.  Sing unto him a new song; play 
skillfully with a loud noise” (Ps. 33:1-3).  Music is influential in the church because it captivates the mind and 
imagination, alters the mood and emotion, and stirs the soul and spirit.  The lyrics of a song and its performance often 
have a profound spiritual impact on the worshipers (the singers and the congregation).  Because of its great influence, 
music should be respected as a powerful tool of worship, not to be abused or manipulated.  By God’s design, singing in 
the church is both an enjoyable and entertaining experience.  Most people like songs with a melodious tune and a good 
beat.  Nevertheless, when we sing in corporate worship, we should remember that singing is not purely for self-
enjoyment.  Moreover, we do not worship in song in order to entertain one another.  Rather, we “sing unto the Lord” (Ps. 
30:4; 95:1; 96:1; 98:1; 147:7; 149:1; Is. 12:5; Ep. 5:19; Co. 3:16).  First and foremost, God is our primary audience; we 
minister to him.  Our praises should be lifted up to the Lord and directed from our hearts toward him.  He has given us our 
voice as an instrument for expressing our praises to him.  The psalmist declared, “While I live will I praise the Lord: I will 
sing praises unto my God while I have any being” (Ps. 146:2).  Since we sing to the Lord and play music for him, we 
should strive to do our very best.  Indeed, he is worthy of the best we have to offer.  Under the law, we are given this 
example, for the children of Israel were to offer up sacrifices to God without blemish (Le. 1:3, 10; 3:1, 6; 22:17-24).  
However, we should keep in mind that the Lord is pleased with a perfect heart in worship rather than a perfect 
performance. 
 

Scripture Study 
Praising God with musical instruments – Ps. 92:1-3; 150:3-5; 1 Ch. 15:16, 28; Ps. 33:1-3 
Singing to the Lord – Ps. 30:4; 95:1; 96:1; 98:1; 146:2; 147:7; 149:1; Is. 12:5; Ep. 5:19; Co. 3:16; Le. 1:3, 10; 3:1, 6; 
22:17-24 
 

Conclusion 
When we consider the many times that God has blessed and poured out his Spirit through music and singing, it is difficult 
to imagine worship without them.  We should count it a great privilege to use these God-given gifts to glorify and 
magnify the Lord.  “O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together” (Ps. 34:3).  He is worthy! 
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Introduction 
Imagine being at a celebration like a birthday party.  You were invited through a personal invitation.  You show up with 
gift in hand.  You enjoy visiting with the other guests while you sample the refreshments.  At the party, you hear all about 
the guest of honor, and you even sing “happy birthday.”  But during the whole celebration, you never once talked with the 
guest of honor.  Celebrating someone but never talking to him is like trying to worship the Lord without prayer.  In 
today’s lesson, we will emphasize the significance of prayer in our gathering together to worship the Lord. 
 

Key Verse 
“Pray without ceasing” (1 Th. 5:17). 
 

Lesson Summary 
Why is prayer vital to our worship experience?  Prayer is a Christian’s fundamental way of connecting with God.  Prayer 
is two-way communication and communion with God.  It is both rational and spiritual, both audible and silent, both 
speaking and listening.  When we pray, we therefore lift up our petitions and requests, making supplication to God.  “Be 
careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto 
God” (Ph. 4:6).  Like King David, we call on the Lord in our distress and cry out to him on behalf of our needs (2 Sa. 
22:1-4, 7; Ps. 18:1-3, 6).  But also, in prayer God speaks to and through us “by his Spirit in the inner man” (Ep. 3:16; Ro. 
8:16, 26; 1 Co. 2:12; Ep. 6:18).  In other words, God talks back.  Since prayer is a primary means of mutual communion 
with God, it should always accompany our worship.  If we had to choose one Scripture from the Bible to summarize 
prayer in corporate worship, what would it be?  A fitting verse is Paul’s brief admonition: “Pray without ceasing” (1 Th. 
5:17).  This verse is a condition, a commitment, and a challenge.  Of course, Paul is calling us to a continual and constant 
(unbroken) communion with God in the Spirit – a spiritual condition.  In the same way that he tells us to “rejoice” and 
“give thanks” always, he also tells us to “pray” continually (vv. 16-18).  Consequently, when we gather for corporate 
worship, we should put this spiritual obligation into real-time practice.  We must therefore commit ourselves to unceasing 
prayerfulness.  Congregational worship from start to finish should be intentionally prayer-filled.  That is, everything we 
do in our worship should be prayer-focused, continually looking to the Lord for his guidance and favor.  Moreover, we 
should take practical steps to introduce and stimulate incessant prayer in the corporate life of the church through regular 
prayer emphases and consistent prayer ministries.  Finally, unceasing prayer is a challenge to the church because many 
things can distract us and hinder us from praying.  Our trials will either make us stronger or weaker in the faith, depending 
on how we handle them.  So how should we deal with problems and opposition when they come against us?  As we pray 
in faith, we also persevere in the faith!  When Peter was in prison and his life was in jeopardy, the church gathered 
together and made continual intercession to God for his release (Ac. 12:1-5).  Although the church could do nothing but 
pray, effectual prayer was all that was needed.  The Lord supernaturally intervened and brought deliverance in direct 
response to the prayers of the church (vv. 6-12).  Clearly, when we put prayer into action in the church, we move both 
heaven and earth. 
 

Scripture Study 
Connecting with God – Ph. 4:6; 2 Sa. 22:1-4, 7; Ps. 18:1-3, 6; Ep. 3:16; Ro. 8:16, 26; 1 Co. 2:12; Ep. 6:18 
Without ceasing – 1 Th. 5:16-18; Ac. 12:1-11 
 

Conclusion 
Prayer is vital to our corporate worship experience.  Certainly, prayer is also an individual, spiritual discipline, even when 
we come together for corporate worship.  Since the nature of worship is participation, not observation, each believer must 
apply himself in prayer.  It is easy to fall into a passive mindset in worship and allow precious moments of prayer to “slip 
through our fingers.”  We must resist this subtle temptation of the enemy and keep ourselves fully engaged in worship, 
prayerfully seeking the Lord throughout the worship service. 
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Introduction 
The Bible is used in various ways when we come together for worship, for example, preaching, teaching, and even 
singing.  In addition to these, the regular practice of reading the Bible is an excellent way to lift up the importance of 
God’s word when we gather together for corporate worship.  The Scriptures can be used in various ways to enhance 
worship.  They can set the tone of worship from the beginning or even change the mood and mindset of a worship service 
midstream.  The Scriptures can comfort our hearts, encourage us, and correct and realign our thinking and actions.  
Therefore, in today’s lesson, we will emphasize the need to read the Scriptures regularly in corporate worship. 
 

Key Verse 
“More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb” (Ps. 
19:10). 
 

Lesson Summary 
Historically, the church has practiced the reading of the Scriptures in the congregation of the saints.  After all, how will 
God’s people know his word unless his word is consistently read among them?  Moses instituted a special reading of the 
law every seven years (De. 31:9-13).  “When all Israel is come to appear before the Lord thy God in the place which he 
shall choose, thou shalt read this law before all Israel in their hearing.  Gather the people together, men, and women, and 
children, and thy stranger that is within thy gates, that they may hear, and that they may learn, and fear the Lord your God 
. . . And that their children, which have not known any thing, may hear, and learn to fear the Lord your God” (vv. 11-13).  
Moreover, in the synagogues the Scriptures were read to the congregation on the Sabbath Day (Ac. 13:13-15; 15:21; see 
also Lu. 4:16-21).  Likewise, the apostle Paul admonished the saints to read his epistles in the churches (Co. 4:16).  Paul 
was adamant that his letter to the Thessalonians should be read publicly in the church: “I charge you by the Lord that this 
epistle be read unto all the holy brethren” (1 Th. 5:27).  The weekly reading of the Scriptures in the church gives spiritual 
foundation and depth of meaning to our corporate worship experience.  First, reading the Scriptures helps to establish 
accountability to the One we worship.  Apart from Biblical truth, people can actually attempt to worship God without 
really knowing who they worship and what he desires of them.  This was the case on Mars’ hill where the Athenians 
worshiped at an altar “with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD” (Ac. 16:22-31).  But by hearing the word of 
God, people come to understand truth, righteousness, and judgment.  Then they can truly say, “All that the Lord hath said 
will we do, and be obedient” (Ex. 24:7).  Hearing God’s word is precious because it turns man from sin unto 
righteousness (Ps. 19:7-11; 119:11).  As we come together to read the Scriptures, we reap the blessings of God by hearing 
and then heeding his words (Jos. 8:34-35; Re. 1:3).  Likewise, reading the Scriptures gives us the hope of salvation in 
Christ.  Thus, nothing can substitute for the word of God in the church.  Apollos was an eloquent speaker, knowledgeable, 
and full of fervor, who spoke boldly for the Lord.  Notwithstanding his ability, he was effective because he was mighty in 
the Scriptures and converted the Jews by showing Jesus was Christ from the Scriptures (Ac. 18:24-28).  This is the 
purpose of the Scriptures; they persuade us in the truth and lead us to the assurance of salvation in Christ (2 Ti. 3:13-15).  
Accordingly, to believe in Christ, people need to hear the word of God and the hope it offers them (Ro. 10:13-17; 15:4).   
 

Scripture Study 
Reading the Scriptures in the congregation – De. 31:9-13; Ac. 13:13-15; 15:21; Lu. 4:16-21; Co. 4:16; 1 Th. 5:27  
Reading the Scriptures establishes accountability – Ac. 16:22-31; Ex. 24:7; Ps. 19:7-11; 119:11; Jos. 8:34-35; Re. 1:3 
Reading the Scriptures give us the hope of salvation – Ac. 18:24-28; 2 Ti. 3:13-15; Ro. 10:13-17; 15:4 
 

Conclusion 
Clearly, reading the Bible to the congregation is essential in our worship because it keeps before us the foundation of our 
faith in Christ.  The Scriptures, therefore, give spiritual foundation and depth of meaning to our worship.  Let us not 
neglect to read the Scriptures and lift up the centrality of God’s word in the church, especially when we worship the Lord. 
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Introduction 
Sometimes, the best preaching does not come from the pulpit, but rather from the pews.  Countless messages of 
inspiration and encouragement have been spontaneously given by members of the congregation.  In today’s lesson, we 
will examine the importance of testimony and thanks in our corporate worship experience. 
 
Key Verse 
“Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name” (Ps. 
100:4). 
 
Lesson Summary 
“It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and to sing praises unto thy name, O most High” (Ps. 92:1).  
Thanksgiving and worship go hand-in-hand.  “Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise 
unto him with psalms.  For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods” (95:2-3).  When we come together to 
worship the Lord, we should “enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise” (100:4).  In Zion 
Assembly, we often include personal testimonies of thanksgiving in our corporate worship: opportunities for individual 
believers to praise the Lord publicly for all of God’s blessings.  To some, this practice may seem out of place in worship.  
Nevertheless, since God has done a special work in the life of every believer, each one has a unique testimony that others 
need to hear.  At times, the Holy Ghost will even inspire certain ones for this very purpose.  In principle, all believers are 
“preachers” of the gospel (Mk. 16:15); and testimony provides an outlet for this ministry in congregational worship.  
Moreover, sharing testimony in the church is an occasion to rehearse and practice among the saints our greater witness to 
the world (1 Pe. 3:15).  During the service we may actually give every believer who desires to speak a brief opportunity to 
share his testimony.  However, if we always open the floor in this way, it can belabor worship.  Sometimes, it is better 
only to call on specific individuals to share a word with the congregation.  In any case, we should make time to include 
uplifting testimonies in our worship services.  Keep in mind, testimony in worship is not a time for sharing prayer needs, 
reminiscing about one’s life, nor merely venting one’s feelings.  Above all, testimony should never glorify temptations, 
trials, and the “wiles of the devil.”  The aim of testimony in worship should be exalting and magnifying the Lord for all he 
has done to give us the victory in Jesus (Re. 12:11; Jn. 15:26).  Therefore, testimony in worship is an opportunity to 
express thanks and gratitude – a time to recognize God’s blessings and divine favor in the congregation of the saints.  Paul 
wrote, “In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you” (1 Th. 5:18).  We should be 
thankful even when we go through hard times.  In fact, testimony is most powerful when we openly praise God through 
our troubles and trials.  Why is this?  Our circumstances will always change, for the better or for the worse, but God is 
unchanging.  The Scriptures declare: “Be thankful unto him, and bless his name.  For the Lord is good; his mercy is 
everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations” (Ps. 100:4-5).  “Praise ye the Lord.  O give thanks unto the Lord; for 
he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever” (106:1).  He will always be the same God, good and merciful, regardless of 
our circumstances.  Therefore, he is always worthy of our praise and thanksgiving.  When we praise and thank him, 
especially in our trials, we magnify his grace and sufficiency in our lives (2 Co. 12:7-10). 
 
Scripture Study 
Why include testimony? – Ps. 92:1; 95:2-3; 100:4; Mk. 16:15; 1 Pe. 3:15 
What is testimony? – Re. 12:11; Jn. 15:26; 1 Th. 5:18; Ps. 100:4-5; 106:1; 2 Co. 12:7-10 
 
Conclusion 
When used appropriately in worship, testimonies will serve to encourage the saints and bolster faith in Christ.  Let us all 
seek to edify one another with uplifting words of thanksgiving and with praise to Christ’s holy name.  
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Introduction 
It goes without saying that members of the church should be faithful in tithing and giving offerings.  Of course, the 
success of the mission and ministries of the church greatly depend on faithful stewardship.  However, in today’s lesson, 
we will focus more specifically on “giving” from the perspective of worship. 
 

Key Verse 
“Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a 
cheerful giver” (2 Co. 9:7). 
 

Lesson Summary 
Giving in the church (that is, paying tithes plus giving freewill offerings) is an important part of our individual and 
corporate worship in Zion Assembly.  Giving is an individual practice, yet we observe it corporately in our worship, 
providing an opportunity for the congregation to participate in giving to the Lord.  We believe in honoring God with our 
“substance” (possessions) and “increase” (income).  “Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all 
thine increase: So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine” (Pr. 3:9-10).  
Although we do not give with the motivation of getting from God (but rather we give to worship him), we genuinely 
believe that God does bless faithful giving.  The old adage is indeed true, “You can’t out-give God” (Ma. 3:10).  Jesus 
taught the principle of liberal giving and the blessedness resulting from it: “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good 
measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom.  For with the same 
measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again” (Lu. 6:38).  In other words, we should never be tightfisted 
with our resources.  The blessings of God provide us with the opportunity to bless others.  As children of God, we believe 
our Father has custodial rights to everything in his creation (Ps. 50:10-12).  The apostle Paul instructed the saints, saying, 
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable service” (Ro. 12:1).  Everything we are and all we have belong to God.  Therefore, we 
should never attempt to withhold anything from him because everything we possess comes from him and remains in his 
power (Mk. 10:21-22).  Job said, “Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither: the Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord” (Job 1:21).  Paul recognized the blessedness of 
giving (Ac. 20:35), and instructed the saints in regard to the spirit (attitude) of giving (2 Co. 9:5-11).  Giving, as a part of 
worship in the church, should never be done in a covetous manner where people are pressured and coerced to give (v. 5).  
Doing so undermines giving as an act of worship.  Instead, we should help the givers understand the Biblical principle of 
blessing which is associated to tithing and giving offerings to the Lord; and then let this motivate them to give liberally 
and freely.  Paul wrote, “But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth 
bountifully shall reap also bountifully” (v. 6).  On this basis, he further wrote, “Every man according as he purposeth in 
his heart, so let him give” (v. 7).  Giving is thus an individual practice.  A worshiper should present himself before God 
and then determine in his own heart exactly how much he should give (above and beyond his tithe or ten percent), 
remembering that “God loveth a cheerful giver” (v. 7).   
 

Scripture Study 
The blessedness of giving – Pr. 3:9-10; Ma. 3:10; Lu. 6:38; Ac. 20:35 
Everything belongs to God – Ps. 50:10-12; Ro. 12:1; Mk. 10:21-22; Job 1:21 
The spirit of giving – 2 Co. 9:5-12 
 

Conclusion 
When the saints faithfully tithe and give liberally and cheerfully, the church will be blessed abundantly throughout (2 Co. 
9:8-12).  Not only do the givers rejoice and receive blessings of God, but also those who receive through the mission and 
ministries of the church.  Thus, when the members of the church worship in giving, God is ultimately glorified in all that 
is done! 
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