
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction 
In Colossians 2:2, we see that the apostle Paul wrote to the saints for the purpose of comfort, unity (“knit together in 
love”), assurance, understanding, and knowledge: all of which center upon Jesus Christ.  In the church, we rally to Christ, 
for he is our motivation, vision, and goal.  Paul wrote to impart the word of God to the church in order to establish them in 
Christ.  He was clear in stating that Christ is the very source of all wisdom and knowledge (v. 3).  In today’s lesson, let us 
consider Jesus Christ: the wisdom and knowledge of God. 
 

Key Verse 
“In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Co. 2:3). 
 

Lesson Summary 
In preaching Christ, we are proclaiming the very wisdom and knowledge of God.  Jesus said to his disciples, “Let not your 
hearts be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me” (Jn. 14:1).  When Jesus explained that he would go and prepare 
a place for his disciples in his Father’s house (vv. 2-3), he said, “And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know” (v. 4).  
But Thomas asked, “How can we know the way?” (v. 5).  Jesus then taught, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me.  If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye 
know him, and have seen him” (vv. 6-7).  Philip wanted tangible proof, saying, “Show us the Father” (v. 8).  Jesus then 
replied, “Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not know me, Philip?  he that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?” (v. 9).  To see Jesus is to see the Father.  To know Jesus is to 
know the Father.  Jesus was saying, “If you want to know God then look no further – Here I AM” (see Jn. 5:17-19; 10:30, 
36-38).  Hence, we understand God even as we discover Christ.  Paul explained that all of the treasures of God’s wisdom 
and knowledge are hidden in Jesus Christ (Co. 2:3).  In essence, God has buried treasures of wisdom and knowledge, and 
Jesus is the map and key to discovering and unlocking the hidden truths of God.  In Acts 8:26-35, when the Ethiopian 
eunuch was reading the prophet Isaiah, he could not understand what he was reading in the Scriptures (vv. 30-31), until 
Philip preached to him the message of Jesus Christ (v. 35).  Then the Scriptures opened up, and he finally understood!  
Indeed, Christ is the key to understanding all of the mysteries and deep things of the Holy Scriptures, for God the Father 
has been fully revealed in Jesus Christ the Son.  When John concluded his gospel, he wrote, “And there are also many 
other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not 
contain the books that should be written.  Amen” (Jn. 21:25).  In other words, the apostles had so much more to say about 
Jesus than could be feasibly written.  Rest assured, God has provided us with a sufficient revelation of Christ in the Holy 
Scriptures – all that we need to go on to perfection (He. 6:1) – and more than enough to keep us busy in study and 
proclamation.  Although countless theologians and preachers have gone to great lengths to explain God’s plan in Christ, 
such efforts often fail to express what we truly feel and experience deep in our hearts.  The wisdom and knowledge of 
God in Christ is so deep and mysterious that his great love in Christ actually surpasses human logic (Ro. 11:33; Ep. 3:19).  
Only through the Holy Spirit can we truly know the depths of God’s great love for us (Ro. 5:5; 1 Co. 2:9-10).  At times, 
we are overwhelmed by the love of God in Christ.  This is the profundity of knowing and proclaiming Christ.  We actually 
know a love in Christ that transcends the bounds of human knowledge and intellect (Ep. 3:19).  Thus, the apostle Peter 
wrote of “joy unspeakable” — joy beyond words (1 Pe. 1:8). 
 

Scripture Study 
Jesus Christ is God in the flesh – Jn. 14:1-9; 1:1, 14; 5:17-19; 10:30, 36-38 
Jesus Christ is the key to understanding – Co. 2:2-3; Jn. 14:6; Jn. 5:39; Ac. 8:26-35 
Jesus Christ and the knowledge of God – Jn. 21:25; Ro. 11:33; Ep. 3:19; Ro. 5:5; 1 Co. 2:9-10; 1 Pe. 1:8 
 

Conclusion 
Knowing God requires a personal knowledge of Jesus Christ through the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  As we daily 
seek to know Christ in the Word and Spirit, we will grow deeper in the wisdom and knowledge of God. 
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Introduction 
In 1 John 1:1-3, the apostle spoke of hearing, seeing, and touching Jesus Christ, the Word of life, the Son of God.  The fact that 
the apostles saw, heard, and touched Jesus was a natural and physical confirmation that he was a real, human being.  After all, 
how could you walk and talk with him for some three years and not believe in the man Jesus?  But their personal witness and 
testimony that Jesus was the Christ, the Word of life, the Son of God, came by nothing less than divine revelation. 
 

Key Verse 
“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him” (Co. 2:6). 
 

Lesson Summary 
When the apostle Paul wrote to the church at Colosse, he was pointed in emphasizing that Christ is the central message of the 
church, saying, “Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus” (Co. 1:28).  “In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (2:3).  “As ye have 
therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: Rooted and built up in him” (2:6-7).  Do we truly know Christ; 
are we firmly established in him; and are we rooted and built up in him?  The success of the church and its mission completely 
depends on knowing Christ personally by divine revelation.  Jesus asked his disciples, “Whom do men say that I the Son of man 
am?” (Mt. 16:13).  They answered with mixed reviews, saying, “Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and 
others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets” (v. 14).  It is no different in our day.  Both the religious and non-religious have varied 
perspectives regarding Jesus: who he was and what he taught.  But the critical question, “Who is Jesus,” must be personally and 
individually answered.  Therefore, Jesus asked his disciples directly, “But whom say ye that I am?” (v. 15).  This question 
cannot be sufficiently answered merely by personal perspective or by popular opinion.  It demands something more!  Peter 
boldly declared, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” (v. 16).  He was thoroughly convinced – no one else could be 
the Christ – Jesus was the one and only begotten Son of the Father.  Peter’s declaration was truly remarkable, bearing in mind 
Jesus’ rejection by the Jewish leaders of his day.  But even more, his confession of Christ was remarkable because it came by 
divine revelation.  Jesus said, “Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my 
Father which is in heaven” (v. 17).  Clearly, Peter received his spiritual understanding and knowledge of the Christ from God 
and not from man (Note: See also Paul’s testimony in Galatians 1:11-24).  God opened up Peter’s understanding and showed 
him that Jesus of Nazareth was indeed the Christ of the Scriptures (Jn. 6:44).  Of course, others had heard Jesus’ teaching and 
had witnessed his miracles, yet they still rejected him (Mk. 2:5-12, 15-17; 3:1-6).  But Peter knew within himself that Jesus was 
indeed the Christ.  On this basis of divine revelation, the New Testament church and its mission moved forward (Jn. 14:26; 
16:12-15; Mt. 16:17-18).  In order for the church to move forward today, we must have this same divine revelation in the church 
– the Holy Ghost revealing Christ in and among us.  But how does the Holy Ghost reveal Christ?  In Colossians 2:6, Paul wrote, 
“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him.”  The saints did not receive their revelation of Christ 
out of thin air, but they heard the message of Christ declared from the Holy Scriptures by the faithful ministers in the church (2 
Ti. 3:14-15).  They received Christ through the ministry of the church and its leadership.  This is how the mission of the church 
works.  As Jesus Christ is being taught, preached, and witnessed to by the Spirit and the Scriptures, the lost are being saved and 
members are being added to the church.  The saints at Colosse had received the message of Christ from the apostle Paul by 
letter, and in person from his fellow-ministers, men like Epaphras (Co. 1:7-8).  Yet they believed and received Christ, not 
simply because of Paul or Epaphras, but because God had revealed Christ to them by his Word and Spirit.  Confirming their 
order, discipline, and steadfastness, Paul said, “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him” (Co. 
2:5-6). 
 

Scripture Study 
Who is Jesus – Mt. 16:13-17 
Revealed by God – Ga. 1:11-24; Jn. 6:44; 14:26; 16:12-15; Mt. 16:17-18 
Received from faithful ministers – 2 Ti. 3:14-15; Co. 1:7-8; 2:5-6 
 

Conclusion 
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Peter saw, heard, and touched the natural man Jesus, but his revelation of the Christ came from God.  God is building his church 
by divine revelation today – the Holy Ghost revealing Christ from the Scriptures.  Having a true revelation of Christ and a right 
focus on him within the church is critical to the success of our vision and mission in these last days. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction 
Have you ever heard someone say, “Love me for me, not for what I do?”  What they are really saying is this:  “Don’t 
reduce who I am merely down to what I do for you — don’t lose sight of me personally.”  For example, a mother does 
not want her children to love her merely for being the family cook, although she may make delicious meals.  No, she 
wants them to cherish her simply because she is their loving mother.  On this note, an old saying goes, “He cannot see the 
forest for the trees.”  Spiritually speaking, our focus can become misdirected.  We can actually lose sight of what is most 
important.  The church must be sure to keep the focus of its message on Christ.  Certainly, we have many doctrines and 
teachings to expound, but all of it should point us toward Christ for he is the center of the faith and head of the church. 
 

Key Verse 
“Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving” 
(Co. 2:7). 
 

Lesson Summary 
A major mistake in the mission of the church is turning our message into a “what-focused” message centered on teachings 
and doctrines.  Consequently, when people consider the church, they only think in terms of its peculiar, distinctive 
teachings.  But we have not received a divine revelation merely of doctrines; we do not walk in spiritual fellowship with 
doctrines.  When Saul (or Paul, Ac. 13:9) was converted on the way to Damascus, he was not saved by the revelation of 
doctrines.  Instead, Jesus personally confronted him, saying, “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?” (Ac. 9:1-6).  He 
personally encountered the Lord, and his life was radically changed by his experience.  When Paul wrote to Colosse, he 
emphasized that we have received Christ, and therefore, we must walk in him (Co. 2:6).  He then went on to say, “Rooted 
and built up in him” (v. 7).  Paul emphasized this personal dimension of our faith because Jesus Christ is personal, 
powerful, and living today – he has risen from the dead, and he is our Lord and Savior.  Doctrine alone, without the Spirit 
of Christ, is lifeless statements of faith.  Clearly, the saints at Colosse had been taught and were established in the faith; 
nevertheless they were “rooted and built up” in Christ, not doctrine (v. 7).  Thus, the faith that we embrace and proclaim 
must be centered and focused on Christ himself: a “who-focused” message (1 Co. 2:1-2).  The doctrine of the church can 
become stale and static in and of itself if we hold merely to a set of Biblical standards and teachings and lose sight of the 
living, powerful Christ behind the doctrines.  Many dead religious organizations spout their doctrine, but they cannot 
deliver people from the power of sin (Mk. 2:16-17).  The Jewish religious leaders of Jesus’ day were scholars and 
theologians of the law, yet they were spiritually impotent (2 Co. 3:6).  Jesus told the chief priests and Pharisees, 
“Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits 
thereof” (Mt. 21:43).  Thus, when Jesus commissioned the church to go and preach the gospel, he called us to a dynamic 
mission, saying, “And these signs shall follow them that believe; in my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak 
with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay 
hands on the sick, and they shall recover” (Mk. 16:17-18).  When the church is “rooted and built up” in Christ, and when 
we make him the center and focus of the faith, we have the spiritual life and power in us to produce a dynamic mission (1 
Co. 2:2-5; Ac. 1:8). 
 

Scripture Study 
Who-focused message – Co. 2:6-7; Ac. 9:1-6; 1 Co. 2:1-2 
Stale, static doctrine – Mk. 2:16-17; 2 Co. 3:6; Mt. 21:43  
Dynamic mission – Mk. 16:17-18; 1 Co. 2:2-5; Ac. 1:8 
 

Conclusion 
Of course, the doctrines of the church are extremely important, for we preach Christ from the Scriptures by the distinct 
and peculiar doctrines we proclaim.  “What we preach,” our doctrine, defines “whom we preach.”  Therefore, the church 
should focus its central message on Jesus Christ.  In our next lesson, we’ll consider this point further. 
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Introduction 
When you say that you know someone, do you really know him/her?  Do you know his likes and dislikes?  Do you know 
his habits and routines?  Do you know his thoughts and perspectives?  Do you know what he’s willing to die for?  Many 
people may know you by name, but until they know your heart and the specific details of your life and lifestyle, they will 
not truly understand who you are.  The doctrines and teachings of the church serve this same purpose.  Today’s lesson 
emphasizes the importance of doctrine in the mission of the church.  Although our message is Christ, we actually preach 
and teach Christ through proclaiming the doctrines of the Holy Scriptures in the power of the Spirit. 
 

Key Verse 
“For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day” (2 Ti. 1:12). 
 

Lesson Summary 
The apostle Paul explained that we should walk in Christ and be “rooted and built up in him” (Co. 2:7).  How are we 
“rooted and built up” in Christ?  We are established in the faith of Christ by the teaching of doctrine – “Rooted and built 
up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving” (v. 7).  In Zion 
Assembly, we preach and teach all of the doctrines of the Scriptures – doctrines pertaining to salvation, the church, the 
Holy Spirit, the end times, practical Christian living, and so on.  How important is doctrine?  Paul wrote to Timothy, 
saying, “Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, 
and them that hear thee” (1 Ti. 4:16).  Clearly, doctrine is directly connected to our salvation.  The New Testament church 
was built on solid, Biblically-based doctrine.  Early on, Luke wrote, “And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine” (Ac. 2:42).  But Paul predicted this would not last.  He warned Timothy, saying, “Preach the word; be instant in 
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.  For the time will come when they will 
not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears” (2 Ti. 
4:2-3).  Sadly, the New Testament church departed from “sound doctrine” and was swept away into spiritual apostasy.  In 
Zion Assembly, we preach doctrine, but our essential message is Jesus Christ.  We teach doctrine, but our doctrine serves 
to establish and distinguish Christ uniquely.  From this perspective, as we clarify the true faith, we clarify the Christ of the 
Scriptures.  Our message is therefore not “what we believe,” but rather, “whom we believe.”  Paul wrote to Timothy, 
saying, “For I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto 
him against that day” (2 Ti. 1:12).  However, he went on to admonish Timothy, saying, “Hold fast the form of sound 
words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus” (v. 13).  The “sound words” distinguish 
the Christ in whom we believe.  In his epistle, the apostle John gave a strong admonition regarding Christ and his 
doctrine, saying, “Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God.  He that abideth in the 
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.  If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive 
him not into your house, neither bid him God speed” (2 Jn. 9-10).  Clearly, doctrine and Christ go hand-in-hand.  Jesus 
Christ gave his doctrine to the church, and through his doctrine we know the Father and the Son. 
 

Scripture Study 
The importance of doctrine – Co. 2:7; 1 Ti. 4:13, 16; Ac. 2:42; 2 Ti. 4:2-3 
Doctrine distinguishes Christ – 2 Ti. 1:11-14; 2 Jn. 9-10 
 

Conclusion 
In Zion Assembly, our doctrine is not an appendage (add-on or attachment) to the message of Christ, but rather it defines 
and distinguishes the Christ of the Scriptures.  Therefore, we should preach the doctrine of the Scriptures more distinctly 
than ever in the power of the Spirit in order to clarify and distinguish who Christ is uniquely. 
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Introduction 
In this month’s study, we have explained and qualified the message of Christ.  When we think about “preaching Christ” in 
the world, the message of Christ is a contrasting message over and against the ideas, philosophies, and practices of this 
world.  Unfortunately, as the church goes forth to proclaim Christ, we will not only contend with opposition but also with 
deception and hypocrisy, and sometimes even within our own ranks.  In today’s lesson, we will see that the message of 
Christ exposes deception and error. 
   

Key Verse 
“Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the 
world, and not after Christ” (Co. 2:8). 
 

Lesson Summary 
In Colossians, the apostle Paul wrote to focus the saints on Christ.  He wrote to establish them in the message of Christ 
and the church, so that when the adversaries came, attempting to deceive them with persuasive arguments, they would be 
able to stand unmoved and unshaken in the truth of God’s word.  Paul wrote, “And this I say, lest any man should beguile 
you with enticing words” (Co. 2:4).  What can we learn from his admonition?  Simply this: professing Christians can be 
deceived.  Otherwise, Paul would not resound this clear warning.  Not only can individual members fall into error, but the 
corporate church can even become sidetracked by controversial issues, provoking arguments, philosophical questions, and 
persuasive ideas that detract our focus and attention from Christ.  On this note, we should keep in mind the apostasy and 
demise of the New Testament church.  Likewise, Zion Assembly must not ignore the problem of deception and false 
teachers, for Jesus and the apostles warned of increasing deception in the last days unto his coming, even deception 
arising from within the ranks of the church itself (Mt. 24:4-5, 11, 23-25; 1 Ti. 4:1; 2 Ti. 3:1, 12-13; 2 Pe. 2:1; Jude 4; Ac. 
20:30).  Where does this leave people who have received or are following Christ on the basis of enticing words (Co. 2:6)?  
The whole idea of receiving Christ and then walking in Christ means that we must be sure to give people the right 
message, the right doctrine of Christ.  The church preaches and teaches many doctrines, but all of our doctrines must be 
rooted and built up in Jesus Christ, so that every believer who hears our message will be rooted and built up in him (Co. 
2:7).  All that we preach and teach in the church should firmly establish every believer in Christ for he is the foundation of 
the church or cornerstone of God’s building (Ps. 118:22-23; Is. 28:16; 1 Pe. 2:6; Ep. 2:19-22).  Therefore, Jesus must be 
the central figure and revelation of the church to the world.  For this reason, in Colossians 2:8, Paul warned the church, 
saying, “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments 
of the world, and not after Christ” (see also Mt. 7:15; 2 Pe. 3:17).  The systems of this fallen world and those that serve 
them have their own doctrine, consisting of what Paul termed philosophy, vain deceit, manmade tradition, and worldly 
rudiments.  Such doctrine is commonly promoted by government, public education, news and entertainment media, and 
religious organizations.  In other words, the church is constantly confronting on every hand opposition to Jesus Christ.  
Therefore, Zion Assembly must be on guard against anything that detracts our attention from Christ. 
 

Scripture Study 
Deception is real – Co. 2:4; Mt. 24:4-5, 11, 23-25; 1 Ti. 4:1; 2 Ti. 3:1, 12-13; 2 Pe. 2:1; Jude 4; Ac. 20:30 
Rooted and built up in Christ – Co. 2:6-7; Ps. 118:22-23; Is. 28:16; 1 Pe. 2:6; Ep. 2:19-22 
Beware – Co. 2:8; Mt. 7:15; 2 Pe. 3:17 
 

Conclusion 
Deception is indeed real, and the message of Christ is our greatest defense against it!  By preaching and teaching the true 
doctrine of Christ in the power of the Spirit, we will be able to expose the deception of false doctrine in these last days.  
Zion Assembly is confident that the truth of God’s word will triumph over sin and evil. 
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