
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
What is the ultimate goal of preaching Christ?  In Colossians 1:28, the apostle Paul explained that the goal of 
preaching Christ is “perfection” – “that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.”  In today’s lesson, 
let us consider perfection – what it means and how it is accomplished – as the goal of preaching Christ. 
 

Key Verse 
“Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in wisdom; that we may present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus” (Co. 1:28). 
 

Lesson Summary 
First, what does perfection mean?  In Ephesians 5:27, Paul wrote about “a glorious church,” and in 4:13 he 
wrote of “a perfect man.”  Perfection indicates a spiritual goal or completion for God’s church (Ph. 3:12-15).  
The church is the bride of Christ – she will be perfect and glorious to him when he comes for her.  Perfection 
necessarily means reaching the goal that God has in mind for his church, individually and corporately.  The idea 
in perfection is when you have reached your end, that is when you have become all you can be in Christ and 
thus you are perfect.  At that point, nothing more can be added.  Therefore, when you have fulfilled your God-
given potential and you are doing your best to follow Christ, then you are perfect at that point because you 
cannot be more than what God enables you to be.  Consequently, perfection is presently a quality of 
relationship, but also a goal of reaching God’s ultimate perfection in your relationship with Christ.  In other 
words, a believer should live perfect in the sense that he does not allow himself to fall beneath God’s grace in 
love; and in striving to be his best at all times, he will become more like Christ until God is finished with him.  
We therefore live perfect each day in the love of Christ by striving for perfection, seeking wholeheartedly to 
follow Christ and to be like him.  Still, a believer is not yet perfected in another sense, in that he has room to 
grow; but he can live perfect before the Lord in the sense that God is pleased with him, even as he strives for 
Christ’s perfection.  Spiritually then, one can be perfect in Christ even as he is being perfected in his 
relationship with Christ.  Thus, spiritual perfection involves having a perfect mindset (Ph. 3:15).  Second, how 
will perfection be accomplished in the church?  In Ephesians 4:11-13, Paul connected unity with perfection, and 
in 5:26-27 he connected sanctification with perfection.  We may glean from these verses that God will both 
sanctify and unite his people in order to have a glorious, perfect church at his coming.  Furthermore, such 
perfection will be accomplished through the preaching and teaching of God’s word.  Paul explained how the 
ministers of the church would equip the saints in the faith and knowledge of Christ, and how the word of God 
would spiritually wash and cleanse the saints.  God’s church will reach a state (condition) of perfection through 
both sanctification and unity.  In fact, sanctification (perfect love ruling our hearts) enables our unity in Christ 
(Jn. 17:17-23; Ep. 4:2-3, 13).  Ultimately, God’s perfection of his church through sanctification and unity will 
excel unto his glory and honor (Ep. 5:26-27, 2 Th. 2:13-14).   
 

Scripture Study 
What is perfection? – Ep. 5:27; 4:13; Ph. 3:12-15 
How will perfection be accomplished? – Ep. 4:11-13; Ep. 5:26-27; Jn. 17:17-23; Ep. 4:2-3, 13; 2 Th. 2:13-14 
 

Conclusion 
Since we know that the church is destined for God’s glory, let us continue preaching Christ until we reach this 
goal, for God’s word will not fail.  The church will be perfected, and Christ will come for a glorious church. 

“The Goal of Perfection” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
                Adult Bible Studies              “Preaching Christ” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Todd D. McDonald  
 

April 4, 2021 Christ and the Church Student Guide 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
In the last lesson, we learned that the ultimate goal of preaching Christ is the perfection of the church.  In 
today’s lesson, we will begin to qualify what it means to preach Christ.  Preaching Christ necessarily includes 
warning and teaching.  When the apostle Paul wrote to the Colossians, he explained, “Whom we preach, 
warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ 
Jesus” (Co. 1:28). 
 

Key Verse 
“Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus” (Co. 1:28). 
 

Lesson Summary 
When Paul said, “Whom we preach,” that is, we preach Christ, he went on to explain that we also “warn” and 
“teach.”  Preaching Christ is therefore more than telling the story of Jesus alone; it also encompasses warning and 
teaching from God’s word.  Paul wrote to Timothy, saying, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be 
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Ti. 3:16-17).  Warning includes reproof and correction; 
teaching includes doctrine and instruction.  Today, many people resist reproof and instruction.  The prevailing 
attitude is, “Don’t tell me how to live.”  In popular Christianity, many church organizations embrace what is dubbed 
“a positive message,” leaving off anything that might alienate people from their fellowship.  In Zion Assembly, we 
agree that the gospel is a positive message giving hope, life, and salvation to all who hear and embrace Christ by 
faith.  Moreover, our desire is never to turn people away from the church.  However, the flipside and complement of 
the positive aspects of the gospel is a message of warning and reproof, namely, that God will judge sin (2 Pe. 2:9; 1 
Co. 4:14; 1 Th. 5:14; Ez. 3:16-21).  In preaching Christ, the church bears a grave responsibility to warn sinners, 
calling them to repent and to turn from their wicked ways.  Today, we are told merely to “believe” in Jesus.  
Nevertheless, “repent” is also a fundamental part of the gospel.  Both John the Baptist and Jesus came on the scene 
preaching the message of repentance as well as faith (Mt. 3:2, 7-8; Mk. 1:14-15).  Historically, the message of God’s 
prophets has always been repentance (1 Sa. 7:3, Je. 4:1; Ez. 18:23-32).  Indeed, warning and reproof are a significant 
part of the prophetic role of the church in these last days.  In fact, if we fail to warn the sinner and backslider, then 
the Lord will hold us accountable for neglecting our God-given responsibility (Ez. 3:16-21).  By preaching Christ 
and “warning every man,” the church is God’s prophetic instrument of light manifesting and reproving sin and 
unrighteousness (Ep. 5:11, 13).  Like John the Baptist, as we preach Christ, crying out against sin and declaring 
God’s righteousness, we will prepare the way of the Lord’s soon coming (Lu. 3:3-18). 
 

Scripture Study 
Preach with warning – Co. 1:28; 2 Ti. 3:16-17; 2 Pe. 2:9; 1 Co. 4:14; 1 Th. 5:14; Ez. 3:16-21 
Call to repentance – Mt. 3:2, 7-8; Mk. 1:14-15; 1 Sa. 7:3; Je. 4:1; Ez. 18:23-32 
The prophetic role of the church – Ez. 3:16-21; Ep. 5:11, 13; Lu. 3:3-18 
 

Conclusion 
We should keep in mind that the truth is always a positive message, even when the content of our message may 
sound a bit negative.  Anytime people hear and believe the clear warning and instruction of the Scriptures, and 
then take heed, repenting and obeying the word, the results are positive in the life of the hearer (Ez. 18:30-32).  
Thus, even an “apparently” negative message is still “good news” when people hear and believe the truth!  
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Introduction 
As we have already studied, the ultimate goal of preaching Christ is the perfection of the church.  Preaching Christ is 
more than telling the story of Jesus alone; it also encompasses warning and instruction from God’s word.  In today’s 
lesson, we will also see that preaching Christ includes declaring the whole counsel of God. 
 

Key Verse 
“For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God” (Ac. 20:27). 
 

Lesson Summary 
When we preach Christ, we are declaring the person and work of Jesus, the Son of God.  Mark introduced his gospel 
by saying, “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” (Mk. 1:1).  In preaching the message of 
Christ, we are declaring to the world, “Jesus loves you.”  Yet there is more to preaching Christ than declaring his 
love (1 Jn. 4:9).  Jesus also died on the cross to save sinners, but there is more to preaching Christ than his death on 
the cross (Ro. 5:8).  Jesus also was raised from the dead in victory, but there is more to preaching Christ than his 
resurrection (Ro. 10:9).  Jesus is coming again in power and glory, yet there is still more to preaching Christ (Ac. 
1:11).  There is also conviction, repentance, justification, regeneration, sanctification, Holy Ghost baptism, spiritual 
gifts, the perfection of the church, the rapture, and so on.  All of these truths are important when preaching Christ.  
Although at its core the gospel of Christ is so simple that even a child can understand it, preaching Christ is 
nevertheless deep and involves so much more.  “Christ and him crucified” is the central message of the church (1 
Co. 2:2), but all of the teachings of the Scriptures help to explain and expand the message of his life, death, and 
resurrection, without which we could not understand the greater plan of God in Christ (Jn. 5:39).  Clearly, the 
teachings of the Scriptures are necessary for the growth and development of the church and its mission.  In Zion 
Assembly, we therefore endeavor to proclaim the whole word of God, not merely parts and pieces of the truth.  On 
the apostle Paul’s third missionary journey returning to Jerusalem, he came to Miletus and called for the elders of the 
church at Ephesus (Ac. 20:16-17).  He reflected on the sufferings that he had endured in ministering to the saints in 
Ephesus (vv. 18-21).  He then gave them his farewell speech because he knew this was the last time they would see 
him face to face (vv. 22-25, 38).  Essentially, Paul warned the elders saying, “Take heed” and “watch” (vv. 28-31).  
In these final words, Paul confirmed that he had fully preached Christ to them to the best of his knowledge and 
ability, saying, “Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men.  For I have not 
shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God” (vv. 26-27).  Clearly, Paul held nothing back but preached the 
whole word of God.  Of course, his epistle to the Ephesians gives us a clear understanding of Paul’s whole-counsel 
message.  This letter is a concise yet thorough revelation of God’s plan for Christ and his church.  So when Paul 
explained to the elders that he had declared “all the counsel of God,” he was indeed assuring them that they had 
heard the complete message of Christ. 
 

Scripture Study 
Preaching Christ and him crucified – Mk. 1:1; 1 Jn. 4:9; Ro. 5:8; Ro. 10:9; Ac. 1:11; 1 Co. 2:2; Jn. 5:39 
All the counsel of God – Ac. 20:16-31 
 

Conclusion 
We must preach Christ fully and completely in order to present believers complete (perfect) in Christ.  We cannot 
preach Christ partially, holding back from declaring the whole counsel of God (Ac. 20:27), yet somehow produce 
complete, perfect members in the church.  The church will reach the goal of perfection even as we proclaim the 
whole counsel of God’s Word. 

“The Whole Counsel of God” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
                Adult Bible Studies              “Preaching Christ” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Todd D. McDonald  
 

April 18, 2021 Christ and the Church Student Guide 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction 
The apostle Paul explained that preaching Christ is no easy task, for it involves warning and teaching and expects 
spiritual perfection in the life of the believer (Co. 1:28).  Indeed, the church has this great task to accomplish before 
the coming of the Lord.  In today’s lesson, we will explore further what is meant by “preaching Christ.”  Preaching 
Christ includes laboring and striving for the truth. 
 

Key Verse 
“Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily” (Co. 1:29). 
 

Lesson Summary 
In Colossians 1:28, when Paul described his ministry in terms of preaching Christ unto perfection, he called it 
laboring – “Whereunto I also labour” (v. 29) – indicating that preaching Christ is no simple feat.  Sometimes, people 
do not think of preaching as work.  They only take into consideration a thirty-minute discourse.  Nevertheless, Paul 
said, “Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word 
and doctrine” (1 Ti. 5:17).  In order for the church to move forward in its ministry and mission, we will always need 
leaders who are capable and willing to labor continually in the word and doctrine.  The apostles quickly realized this 
need and appointed others who would serve the daily needs of the church while they fully devoted themselves to 
preaching Christ (Ac. 6:1-7).  In addition to the practical demands and personal sacrifices of fulfilling the call to 
preach, the ministry of preaching itself is a laborious task.  As a way of life, the minister prays, meditates, and 
studies the Scriptures, contemplating both the individual and corporate needs of the body.  So the burden of spiritual 
preparation itself is an ongoing, continuous work (2 Ti. 2:15).  Moreover, when the Holy Ghost anoints the message 
and the messenger and then he delivers the word to the people, he/she is often left physically exhausted and 
emotionally drained from this experience.  Suffice it to say that when a minister gives his all into the ministry of 
preaching Christ, he is truly laboring in the call of God.  Of course, we cannot do and achieve more than God 
enables us to do, but we must do “according to his working, which worketh in [us] mightily” (v. 29; 1 Co. 3:6-7).  
Certainly, God has not called his ministers to be lazy and idle but rather to labor with him (1 Co. 3:8-9).  Therefore, 
ministers must work and labor with God in preaching Christ, even as the Holy Ghost empowers and anoints (Ac. 
1:8).  Furthermore, there is a cost and suffering involved in preaching the true message of Christ.  Why?  We are in a 
battle and face real, spiritual opposition (Ep. 6:10-12).  Although we are not fighting a flesh and blood battle, we will 
nevertheless suffer natural and even physical opposition for preaching Christ.  In 2 Corinthians 11:23-27, Paul gave 
a somewhat exhaustive list of the things he suffered in order to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ, namely, beatings, 
imprisonment, and many kinds of danger.  Jesus said, “If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you” (Jn. 
15:20).  Therefore, Paul’s laboring to preach Christ also meant “striving” and “conflict” (Co. 1:29; 2:1). 
 

Scripture Study 
Laboring – Co. 1:28-29; 1 Ti. 5:17; Ac. 6:1-7; 2 Ti. 2:15; 1 Co. 3:6-9 
Striving – Ep. 6:10-12; 2 Co. 11:23-27; Jn. 15:20; Co. 2:1 
 

Conclusion 
Apparently, Paul never personally visited the church at Colosse in his missionary travels, and he was a prisoner at 
the time he wrote the epistle.  In his writing, he wanted them to know that he was spiritually fighting for them and 
doing everything he could to help them in the faith.  Paul was preaching Christ, laboring and striving for the truth in 
order to establish churches like Colosse and secure them in the faith.  He did not want them to be deceived or led 
astray “with enticing words” (Co. 2:4).  The church has the awesome responsibility to preach Christ, laboring and 
striving – doing all that we can – because of the great deception in the world today.   
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