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Planning Ahead for Victories in 2021

As the year 2021 approaches, we feel impressed to focus our message and ministry this year on Outreach, 
Evangelism, Soul-winning and Soul-saving. This will be emphasized in all our upcoming activities and 
ministries, including the School of Ministry Institute in May and the General Assembly in September. We 
simply must somehow reach the lost and attract new people to our worship services and activities, bearing in 
mind there is really no alternative if we expect to grow and fulfill the mission Christ has given to us. I learned 
years ago that growing Sunday schools produce growing churches. The same is true with all our support 
ministries. Reaching out to the lost through these auxiliaries will inevitably bring about an increase in our 
membership and spirituality, and we will soon discover the truth of the old saying, “The life of the church 
is in the field.” 

Putting the Cart before the Horse

The “message of the church” is indispensable and vitally important, but it is not the primary message: the 
primary message is the “Good News” of the Kingdom of God (Mt. 24.14; Mk. 1.14-15; Lu. 4.43; 9.2, 60). 
For men are born lost and under the judgment and wrath of God (Jn. 3.16, 36; 2 Cor. 4.3-6; Eph. 2.1-3; Ps. 
51.5; Nahum 1.3-6), and their only hope for redemption and salvation is in the shed blood of Christ upon 
the Cross (Heb. 9.11-26). This is the glorious message of the Gospel: that “God so loved the world,” He 
willingly sacrificed His only begotten Son to save those willing to repent and “call upon the name of the 
Lord,” so as to “inherit the kingdom of God” (Joel 2.32; Mt. 4.17; Mk. 1.14-15; Jn. 20.31; Rom. 3.24-25; 
10.10-13; 1 Cor. 1.30; Eph. 1.7, 14; Col. 1.12-14; 2 Pet. 1.11). Our principal message is therefore the reward 
of heaven for faithful and obedient believers, and the judgment of hell and eternal damnation for those who 
fail to repent and turn away from their sins to live for God. 

“For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the 
gospel’s, the same shall save it” (Mk. 8.35).    

We must therefore put our priorities in order: first evangelism, then churchmanship; otherwise, our labor 
may be in vain, like the man who put the cart before the horse—it did not work out, for the horse is made to 
pull, not push! We must teach sinners and shallow believers therefore to “seek first” the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness, to “lay up . . . treasures in heaven,” then afterward lead them into being “added” to the 
church (Mt. 6.19-20, 33; Jn. 3.3-8; 10.16; 17.20-23; Acts 2.47; 1 Cor. 12.12-28; 2 Cor.11.2). See, the church 
is made up of those who have been “called-out” of the kingdom! So, we guide men first to sainthood in the 
kingdom, then lead them to discover the Bible church and their place in it as responsible and fruitful members 
(Mt. 13.23-30; Mk. 13.34; Lu. 19. 12-13; 1 Cor. 12.4-11, 18, 28; 2 Cor. 11.2; et al.).   

Outreach and Soul-Winning

Oh, if we could catch a desire to see sinners come to the house of God and learn how to get them there, and 
once there, to lead them to Christ. Thousands are perishing every day without hearing the Good News—
namely, that God sent His only begotten Son to rescue and redeem men from sin and divine wrath (Rom. 
3.23; 10.1, 10-13). “Hell hath enlarged herself”; “Broad is the way that leads to destruction”! Recall Jesus’ 
sobering warning, 
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“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be 
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Presiding Bishop’s Annual Address
Section IV

The Church—the Lord’s “Threshing Floor”

“And now also the axe is laid unto the root 
of the trees: therefore every tree which 
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down 
and cast into the fire. I indeed baptize you 
with water unto repentance: but he that 
cometh after me is mightier than I, whose 
shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with 
fire: Whose fan is in his hand, and he will 
thoroughly purge His floor, and gather 
his wheat into the garner; but he will 
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire”
(Mt. 3.10-12).

Since the church was restored under a new 
administration in 2004, it has been necessary on 
occasion for the government and administration to 
take disciplinary action against certain ministers 
and members who have behaved themselves in a 
contentious and unruly manner. It is worth noting, 
however, that the number of disciplinary actions 
taken is relatively small compared to the number 
of our increases in ministers and members. More 
specifically, we have certified and/or ordained 1100 
ministers, received into the church more than 76,000 
members worldwide, established 914 local churches 
in over forty nations, and yet there have been fewer 
than 70 disciplinary cases that have demanded our 
attention and action. This is indeed remarkable—a 
tribute to the stability and sincerity of our people 
and the divine [biblical] order we have adopted for 
our government, polity, and fellowship. 

“For there must be also heresies among 
you, that they which are approved [of God] 
may be made manifest . . .” (1 Cor. 11.19).  

“Woe unto the world because of offenses! 
For it must needs be that offenses come; 
but woe to that man by whom the offense 
cometh” (Mt. 18.7). 

It is important to understand that it is the Lord himself 
and His Word that divide mere professing believers 
from true believers, and inevitably distinguishes His 
sheep from heretics and hypocrites [“goats”]. The 
church is merely the instrument of the Lord for this 
purpose: to thresh and “fan” [winnow] the harvest 
until the chaff and straw are separated from the pure 
grain. [We will return to this thought in a moment.]

We are called and commissioned to distinguish 
plainly between the holy and unholy, the clean 
and unclean (Lev. 10.10; Ex. 23.2); between His 
holy [peculiar] nation and the nations of the world
(Ex. 19.5-6; Deut. 4.20; 7.6; 14.2, 21; 26.18; 32.8-9; 
1 Kg, 8.53; Ps. 135.4; Song 6.8-10; Is 41.8; 43.1, 9-10; 
Jer. 10.16; Mt. 5.14; Eph. 4.3-6; 11-16; 1 Pet. 2.9; et 
al.). We are the “church of God,” not the church of 
the world. We are called to be light, not darkness! 

It is incumbent upon us therefore in God’s house  to 
deliver “unto Satan [the sinful and unruly and the 
heretic], that they may learn not to blaspheme”
(1 Tim. 1.20); to “purge out the old leaven . . . that 
ye may be a new [or purified] lump”; to “put away” 
the disobedient and disorderly from us, and refuse to 
“keep company with them” (1 Cor. 5.1-13).  
     
We should not become discouraged or disillusioned, 
therefore, when we hear of a disciplinary action being  
taken against a minister or member or a group of 
members who have risen up against the government 
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of the church and resisted the rule of faith laid down 
by the General Assembly. The church exists in fact 
for this very purpose—to train and equip ministers 
and members along the lines of biblical discipline 
and divine government. Jesus baptized the church 
with the Holy Spirit to be an affectionate mother 
in counsel with our righteous Father and Lord 
Jesus, both in matters of faith and discipline and 
in outreach and mission (see Mt. 16.19; 18.15-20; 
Gal. 4.19, 27; Acts 15.1–16.5; 1 Cor. 5.1-13). The 
Gospel rule of discipline that the Lord laid down for 
us makes the church the final arbiter in matters of 
faith and discipline. Accordingly, when a brother’s 
actions are brought into question and he refuses to 
receive the counsel and admonitions of ruling elders 
and just witnesses, the matter is then turned over to 
the church for a conclusive judgment:  

“And if he shall neglect to hear them [two 
or three witnesses], tell it to the church: 
but if he neglect to hear the church, let 
him be unto thee as a heathen man and a 
publican” (Mt. 18.17). 

Jesus said many things that implied the church, but 
He used the term “church” [ekklesia] explicitly on 
only two occasions. Significantly, in both cases, it 
had to do with government, discipline, and divine 
order (Mt. 16.18-19; 18.15-20). These same 
principles were foreshadowed in the “church in the 
wilderness” under the leadership of Moses. When 
the Hebrews entered into covenant with the Lord 
and one another at Mount Sinai, they came under 
the divine government and discipline of the Lord 
and His law, which was supervised by God-ordained 
elders (Ex. 19.3-25; Deut. 12.8-32; Is. 9.6-7; Heb. 
3.5-9; 11.2-13). In fact, many of the principles of 
government and discipline in the “church in the 
wilderness” were carried over explicitly into the 
New Testament church: for example, wherever a 
dispute arises between brethren, “every word [is to 
be] established” before “two or three witnesses”  
(cp. Mt. 18.16-17; 1 Cor. 5.1-7; 2 Cor. 13.1 with 
Deut. 17.6-7; 19.15-20; Jn. 8.17; Heb. 10.28).  

Our text passage in Mt. 3.10-12 has a much deeper 
meaning, therefore, than what first meets the eye or 
comes to mind. Let us see. The threshing floor here

turns out to be a metaphor for the church itself, 
particularly in view of its ministry, discipline, and 
perfecting [purging] process. The threshing floor 
image represents the culmination of what the Lord 
had planned out before the foundation of the world, 
which He began to fulfill in Abraham—compare 
Gen. 12.1-3 and 22.2-3, 9, 14. In this passage, God 
the Father is foreshadowed in Abraham, and Christ, 
the Son of God, is foreshadowed in Isaac. In the 
unfolding revelation, intriguingly, the life of Isaac is 
spared, and a ram “caught in a thicket” is sacrificed 
in his place. It was thus that Abraham named the place 
Jehovah-jireh—“the Lord will provide”! This was 
to illustrate two important points: God’s miraculous 
provision of the ram shows He did not desire human 
sacrifices, for Christ, the sinless “Lamb of God,” 
was the only One worthy to provide atonement and 
propitiation for sin and restore fellowship between 
God and man. Isaac could not fulfill what the Son 
of God alone could do: namely, “Take away the 
sin of the world” and turn away the wrath of God
(Jn. 1.29; Rom. 3.25; Eph. 2.2-3; Heb. 2.17; 1 Jn. 
2.2; 4.10). Animal sacrifices were thus substituted in 
lieu of the ultimate sacrifice of God’s only begotten 
Son. When Jesus died for our sins, animal sacrifices 
were terminated, for the reality filled the type and 
shadow (Heb. 9.1-28; 10.1-10; see also Col. 2.6-19).   

Significance of Mount Moriah

Now all this was ordained to take place on a special 
mount or hill which God himself chose, namely, 
Mount Moriah in the “land of Moriah.” The 
land of Moriah was the hill country round about 
Jerusalem and includes therefore the temple mount 
where Solomon built the temple, and Mount Calvary 
where Jesus was crucified (2 Chron. 3.1). Behold, 
the Lord had all this in view when He commanded 
Abraham, “Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, 
whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of 
Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering 
upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee 
of” (Gen. 22.2). Again, when Abraham and Isaac 
and his servants had journeyed for three days from 
Beersheba toward Jerusalem, “Abraham lifted up 
his eyes, and saw the place afar off . . . the place 
of which God had told him” (vv. 3–4, 9), namely, 
Mount Moriah. 
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Now observe: On the very same place, Mount 
Moriah, the angel of the Lord would later appear 
to King David to guide and encourage him 
in repentance and reconciliation for a certain 
wickedness he had committed against the Lord—a 
sin of pride which invoked the anger of the Lord 
both against David and the people of God (2 Sam. 
24.15-25; 1 Chron. 21.18-26, 30). Again, this was 
the very same place where Abraham had offered 
up Isaac. It had become thereafter the property of 
Araunah [also called Ornan], the Jebusite, upon 
which a threshing floor had been built. Accordingly, 
David purchased the threshing-floor from Araunah 
and built an altar upon which he made peace with 
the Lord. It is thus that 
David made the place a 
“house of prayer” long 
before the temple was 
built there. 

Even more intriguing, 
King David would make 
this place, Jerusalem/
Zion, the political and 
religious capital of his 
kingdom. It had been 
the city of Melchizedek, 
who himself prefigured 
Christ (Gen. 14.18; 
Ps. 110.4; Heb. 5.6-
11; 6.20; 7.1-17). Now, 
since Abraham met 
Melchizedek and recognized his high priesthood 
and paid him homage and tithes, the city was given 
more prominence. But when King David centuries 
later captured this fortress from the Jebusites and 
made it his capital (Josh. 10.1-4; 1 Chron. 11.4-
9), it was given still more prominence in the eyes 
of God’s people and eventually in the eyes of the 
whole world. It grew in prestige and prominence 
commensurate with the prestige and prominence 
of King David, who was also a type of Christ 
(Mt. 22.42-45; Rev. 3.7; 5.5; 22.16). The name 
Jerusalem signifies the “city of peace,” but it 
became known also as the “City of David,” referring 
ultimately to Him whom King David prefigured, 
that is, Christ. Here David united the northern 
and southern tribes of Israel and built the city as 

a mighty fortress and defense against her enemies. 
It is not strange then that this special place, Zion, 
was called in Abraham’s day, “the mount of the 
Lord” (Gen. 22.14), for here the glorious Gospel 
of Christ unfolded in type and shadow. Upon this 
mount—Mount Zion—the temple was built, a type 
of the church (2 Chron. 3.1; Ps. 65.1; Jer. 31.6). Here 
David brought the sacred Ark of the Covenant that 
had been stolen by the Philistines, which he found/
discovered at Kirjathjearim [or Kiriathjearim], 
the “city of woods/forests” or “fields of the wood” 
[KJV] (see 1 Sam. 5.1–7.2; 1 Chron. 13.1–15.29; 
Ps. 132.1-6). Here on Mount Zion, he erected a tent 
to shelter the Ark within “curtains” until the temple 

was built (2 Sam. 7.1-
5; 1 Chron. 17.1-15). It 
was a vision of God’s 
house which the Lord 
had put in the heart of 
David. He even began to 
collect materials for its 
construction during His 
reign as king; though, 
because he was a man 
of war and bloodshed, 
the Lord chose his son 
Solomon to build it. On 
Mount Moriah, Solomon 
built the temple on the 
ancient threshing floor 
of Araunah—a threshing 
floor that anticipated 

the church’s threshing of a great harvest of souls 
throughout the world and the purging of the wheat 
from the chaff through her ministry. As such, the 
church is both the result and the instrument of the 
threshing of the harvest and the purging of the wheat 
(Is. 21.10; 28.27-29; 41.14-16; Rev. 18.4). 
  
Again, let it be borne in mind that the Lord had all 
this in mind when He first revealed Himself and 
His purpose to Abraham at Beersheba, whom He 
afterward guided to discover the peculiar mount 
which He had chosen to offer up Isaac. Indeed, the 
Lord still has Jerusalem/Zion in view as the capital 
city of His prophetic kingdom during the Millennium 
(Zech. 8.1-8; 14.1-11, 16-21). Thereafter, all will be 
swallowed up [subsumed] in the glory of the New 
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Jerusalem, the heavenly city of  God’s sanctified 
people (Gal. 4.26; Rev. 21.2-3, 9-10; 22.1-14).
      

 Harvesting, Threshing, Winnowing

The whole process of harvesting, threshing, 
winnowing, and gathering the purified wheat into 
bundles and putting them up in the barn [garner] 
is in view in our text passage (Mt. 3.10-12; see 
also 13.24-30; Lu. 3.17). Again, as we have seen, 
the church [“the house of the Lord”] is the Lord’s 
threshing floor (2 Chron. 3.1; Mt. 3.12). Here in 
the church the harvest is cut and gathered; then it is 
threshed [beaten and crushed via logs dragged back 
and forth over the wheat by oxen or beaten with 
sticks by men] until the chaff is separated from the 
wheat [see cover page painting]. Then it is winnowed 
with “fans” [pitchforks or tools that look like leaf 
rakes] (Mt. 3.12; Is. 30.24; 41.15-16; Mal. 3.3). The 
fanners or winnowers toss into the air the gathered 
harvest; the wind or breeze in turn carries away the 
light stuff [the chaff] while the weighty [substantive] 
wheat falls back onto the threshing floor. This 
process is continued until the wheat is purged of the 
chaff and waste [straw, weeds, etc.]. The purified 
wheat is then gathered and stored in garners [barns], 
and the chaff and tares are gathered in bundles and 
thrown into the fire (Mt. 3.12; 13.30; Lu. 3.17). 

Purifying and Perfecting of the Saints

The church is presently mixed with some false 
brethren and backsliders (Gal. 2.4; Jude 4; see 
also Mt. 18.15-20; 1 Cor. 5.1-13; 3 Jn. 9-10; et 
al.). But also, many true and sincere believers are 
tarnished with spots, wrinkles, and blemishes, 
and need purged and perfected. The imperfections 
in saints may be likened to chaff or the husks of 
wheat and other worthless weeds and debris which 
must be separated from the good grain and purged 
through the ministry of the church. This is the 
reason the church is likened to a threshing floor:  
the congregation must be threshed until the holy 
is separated from the unholy, the clean from the 
unclean, the good from the bad (Lev. 10.10; Mt. 3. 
10-12; 13.47-50). 

Another analogy that reveals this cleansing process 
in believers is the purifying of gold and silver. It 
is said that when iron is heated to a temperature of 
550 C, it becomes red hot, and at 1300 C it becomes 
white hot; after that the iron begins to glow and emit 
powerful invisible rays. In the intensity of white-hot 
heat, the dross [impure elements] in gold and silver 
is separated [melted away], leaving a more refined 
product. This process is repeated until the gold and 
silver is purified, perfected (Mal. 3.1-5). 

We see by this analogy the operation of God in 
human hearts. If we get hot enough, we light up 
and glow with the glory of God and emit powerful 
energy. This is what the Lord had planned all along: 
to have a peculiar and purified people to identify 
with His nature and characteristics—to imitate and 
glorify His perfections (Ex. 19.5-8; Deut. 7.6; 14.2; 
26.19; Ps. 50.1-5; Jer. 2.1-7; Amos 3.1-3). The Lord 
desires a distinct and separated people to embody 
His holiness, glory, and power to “show forth the 
praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness 
into His marvelous light” (1 Pet. 2.9). 

Analogy of Marriage

Marriage between a man and woman is to reflect/
mirror the relationship between Christ and the 
church and the ideal relationship of the members 
to one another (Ex. 19.5-8; Ps. 45.9-14; Is. 62.5; 
Jer. 2.2; 50.5; 2 Cor. 11.2; Eph. 5.22-32; Rev. 19.7-
8; 21.2, 9-10). Believers are united together with 
Christ and one another in a sacred church covenant 
to form “one body” in Christ (Eph. 2.14-16; 3.6; 
5.29-32). The prophet Isaiah exclaimed, “For as 
a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons 
marry thee: and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over 
the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee” (Is. 
62.5). The prophet Ezekiel wrote, “Now when I 
passed by thee, and looked upon thee, behold, thy 
time was the time of love; and I spread my skirt 
over thee, and covered thy nakedness: yea, I sware 
unto thee, and entered into a covenant with thee, 
saith the Lord God, and thou becamest mine” 
(Ezek. 16.8). 

Much of the book of Hosea, like Ezekiel 16, sets 
forth the sacredness and indissolubility of marriage, 
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even in view of unfaithfulness [whoredoms] on the 
part of one or both of the covenant partners (Hos. 
1.2–14.9; Mal. 2.14-16; see also Jer. 3.1-14; Mt. 
5.32; Lu. 16.18). 

Marriage will either make you or break you, but 
the Lord instituted the sacred union in the very 
beginning to make each of us all that we should 
be in Christ (Gen. 2.21-25; Mal. 2.14-16; Mt. 
19.1-11; 1 Cor. 7. 1–5, 10-14, 33-35; 1 Pet. 3.1–
2, 5-7). Its very nature is designed to help purge 
and perfect us in the image of God—each partner 
contributing to the other to make him/her all that 
he/she should be in Christ (Eph. 4.12-16; 5.22-32). 
See, marriage itself threshes and purges the partners 
from the chaff and straw of life—ill-tempers, 
impatience, selfishness, stubbornness, moodiness, 
hurtful and unruly tongues, crude speech, unkind 
and hateful words, childish pouting, etc., as well 
as adulterous, illegitimate, and forbidden unions
 (Mt. 5.31-32; 14.3-4; 19.3-12; Rom. 7.2-3; 1 Cor. 7.2).
 
The threshing and winnowing process is built into 
the very nature of marriage. Through the lifelong 
commitment of marriage, we learn how to live in 
accord with our partner, to co-exist and get along 
together as “one flesh” in Christ, and, as such, to 
glorify God! We learn through our experiences 
[good and bad, “for better or worse,” “in sickness 
and in health”] to shed our individualism and live 
together as one (Gen. 1.26-27; 2.21-25; 5.2). The 
experience of marriage teaches us to forgive, to be 
thoughtful of others, to be submissive, to relate to 
one another according to knowledge (1 Pet. 3.1, 7); 
to love, to be kind one to another, to be longsuffering 
and patient, gentle and understanding (1 Cor. 7.2-5, 
10-11, 27-28; 2 Cor. 6.11; 7.1; Gal. 5.16-18, 22-26; 
Eph. 4.1-3, 20-32; 5.25-32; Col. 3.12-17; Titus 2.4-
5; 2 Pet.1.7; et al).  

The special ingredient that makes all this possible 
is the concrete commitment to honor the sacred 
institution; to acknowledge that marriage is for 
keeps; to accept that it may be violated but not 
dissolved; for the union is ‘til death do us part” 
(Mk. 10.12; Lu. 16.18; Rom. 7.2-3; 1 Cor. 7.2; et 
al.). See, marriage is meant to humble you, tame 
you, trim you, modify your attitude, change your 

habits—in a word, perfect you. But this perfecting 
process cannot happen if one is prone to throw up 
his/her hands and cry out, “I quit! I give up!” You 
cannot cavalierly walk away from a marriage, and 
at the same time expect to draw the benefits from 
it. You’ve got to stick to it! Recall the old saying, 
“Quitters never win, and winners never quit”! 
You cannot fight against yourself and win. That
would be like cutting off your nose to spite your face! 

Granted, in some cases unbearable conditions 
develop that may require a separation or even a 
divorce, but these cases are rare indeed and never 
justify a remarriage. In the event of divorce, the 
believer must remain unmarried or be reconciled 
to his/her “own” companion (1 Cor. 7.2, 10-16; 
Mal 2.14-17). It is in view of such cases that Jesus’ 
words readily apply, “For there are some . . . which 
have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of 
heaven’s sake” (Mt. 19.12), that is, to honor the holy 
institution of marriage, the believer chooses to live 
his/her life in celibacy. Again, however, there are 
few cases in which restoration and/or reconciliation 
cannot be achieved if the individual partners in a 
marriage will respect the sacred institution and 
honor the will of God. 

In any case, a firm commitment to marriage is 
indispensable if the marriage is to succeed, for 
the responsibilities and hardships of marriage and 
rearing children will test the couple to the limit. 
The apostle therefore warns marriage partners 
that they will indeed “have trouble in the flesh” 
(1 Cor. 7.28). Finally, it is always the high esteem 
and honor placed upon the holy institution that 
holds a couple together and perfects them in Christ. 

Now what we have said here about a natural marriage 
holds true also in our covenant commitment to 
dwell together as “members one of another” in 
one body (1 Cor. 12.4-28; Eph. 4.25; 5.30). There 
must be a firm commitment to live and co-exist 
together under the church’s government, discipline, 
and divine order. You cannot take membership in 
the church lightly and expect to grow and mature 
in Christ. It is in being yoked together with Christ 
and one another in visible union and under divine 
government that we learn from Him and grow in 
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grace (Mt. 11.29-30; Phil. 4.3; see also Jer. 31.18; 
Lam. 3.27). Again, like in natural marriage, we 
learn to overlook personality differences, to forgive 
misunderstandings and petty squabbles, and dwell 
together in love (Rom. 15.1-7; 1 Cor. 13.4-13; Gal. 
5.22-26; Eph. 4.1-7, 31-32; Col. 3.12-15; Titus 3.2-8).

The Power of God’s Word

The cleansing ingredients of the church are the 
blood of Jesus and the Word of God received and 
applied to our hearts and souls through grace and 
faith (Rom. 10.8-15; Eph. 2.8). We will focus here, 
however, only on the Word of God and on the 
church as the agency for its proclamation, ministry, 
and application. 

The ministers of the church are especially called 
and gifted as personal agents for the ministry of 
the Word (Mt. 10.1-8; 28.16-20; Mk. 13.34; Acts 
2.42; 20.28; 2 Cor. 4.1-6; 5.18-20; Eph. 2.20; 4.3-8, 
11-16; 1 Tim. 1.12; 4.14-16; 2 Tim. 3.16-17; 4.5, 
11), but the very essence of the Word of God is the 
efficient cause of holiness and spiritual purification:  
it is His Word that convicts [1 Cor. 14.24-25; Heb. 
4.12]; converts [Ps. 19.7; 119.9; Jn. 12.40; Acts 
10.44-45; Rom. 10.17; Jas. 1.21-25]; regenerates 
[Ps. 119.25, 37, 40, 50, 88, 107, 149, 156, 159; Eph. 
5.26; Titus 3.5;. Heb. 10.22]; sanctifies [Jn. 15.3; 
17.17, 19; Eph. 5.26]; delivers [Ps. 107.20; Job 
33.23-33; Lk. 4.18-21]; heals [Ps. 107.20; 2 Kg. 
20.4-5]; and purifies/perfects [Ps. 119.9-17, 24, 
29-32; Heb. 4.12; Jas. 1.21-25; 1 Pet. 1.22-23]. 

As such, the Word is revealed under several 
metaphors, all designed to show the power and 
miraculous effect of the Word in perfecting 
the saints of God. Let the following suffice to 
prove the point. 

Water

His Word is like “water” in the sense that it washes 
and cleanses—removes dirt and grime. Individual 
believers and also the church corporately are 
purified by the “washing of water by the Word” 
(Eph. 5.26; see also 1 Cor. 6.11; Titus 3.5; 1 Pet. 
3.20-21). There is a nuance with this meaning in 

the ordinance of footwashing: In the observance of 
this sacred ordinance, there is a blessing and partial 
washing that happens as the believer consecrates 
himself/herself to God (Jn. 13.4-17), the same as 
in the observance of baptism and the Lord’s Supper 
and other divine ordinances (Mk. 16.16; 1 Cor. 
11.24-33; 1 Pet. 3.21). We see this in the baptism of 
the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8.35-39: He accepted 
Philip’s preaching of the Gospel and “believed 
with all his heart” that “Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God,” and  forthwith was baptized [“immersed in 
the water”], and thus “went on his way rejoicing.” 

The element of water and image of cleansing is 
also typified under the Old Covenant in the various 
ceremonial washings (Ex. 40.32; Lev. 13.54-58;
2 Kg. 5.10-14; Ps. 73.13; Prov. 30.12; Heb. 9.10). 
Again, it is typified in the healing [cleansing] 
of Naaman, the Syrian, who in obedience to the 
prophet Elisha’s commandment “washed seven 
times” in the waters of the Jordan River, an act 
of faith and obedience which the Lord Jesus at 
Lu. 4.27 commended. Again, in Jn. 9.1-7 the blind 
man’s sight was restored by “washing” in the pool 
of Siloam. He “washed and came [forth] seeing” 
(v. 7). It was not the water per se, of course, but the 
act of faith in obedience to the Word of the Lord; for 
Jesus had said, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam.” 
Healing power and salvation is in the Word of God 
(Ps. 107.20; 147.15-19; 2 Kg. 20.4-5; Mt. 8.8)!  
    

Fire

“Is not My Word like a fire?” (Jer. 23.29). “But his 
Word was in my heart as a burning fire shut up in 
my bones . . .” (20.9). And again, “Wherefore thus 
saith the Lord . . . behold, I will make my words in 
thy mouth fire, and this people wood, and it shall 
devour them” (Jer. 5.14). 

God’s Word is like “fire” in the sense that fire burns 
up and consumes dross or impurities in precious 
metals, and so, metaphorically speaking, the “dross” 
or imperfections in the lives of regenerate believers 
is purified by the fire of God’s Word and Spirit. The 
Word of God, like fire, will either burn up the dross 
in believers, or else in judgment burn up the sinners 
and hypocrites (Jer. 1.9-10; 5.14; Is. 33.14). The 
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apostle Paul seems to have this image in mind in 
speaking of the church as a “great house” in which 
there are vessels of gold and silver as well as wood 
and clay (2 Tim. 2.19-21; see also 1 Cor. 3.10-17; 
1 Tim. 3.15). The point is that vessels of gold and 
silver can stand the fire of God’s purging power and 
remain to beautify and honor the house, whereas 
vessels of wood and earth are burned up and proven 
unworthy. 

Jesus said, “I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried 
in the fire” (Rev. 3.18). For the purer we become in 
Christ through His fiery holiness, the richer we are 
for it, and the whiter our raiment, the more we glorify 
His holiness and purging power. The indwelling 
of Jesus’ grace and power in our lives makes us 
truly rich, for “white raiment” and “clothing of 
wrought gold” are fitting images of the bride of 
Christ. (Compare Rev. 3.17 with v. 18 and see 
also Ps. 45.8-15, Ezek. 16.9-14; and Rev. 19.7-8.)
   
The prophet Malachi prophesied, “Behold . . . the 
Lord . . . is like a refiner’s fire . . . and he shall 
purify the sons of Levi [ministers], and purge them 
as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the 
Lord an offering in righteousness” (Mal. 3.1-3). 
The inspired psalmist wrote, the Lord “[makes] 
his ministers a flaming fire” (Ps. 104.4), a passage 
that is repeated by the writer of Hebrews (1.7). For 
where God’s presence and glory is, there is either 
the fire of His judgment or the fire of His holiness 
and power (Ps. 83.14-18; Jer. 4.1-4; Lam. 2.3-4): 
“For our God is a consuming fire” (Heb. 12.29). 
Isaiah had the glory of God’s holiness in view when 
he wrote, “whose fire is in Zion, and his furnace in 
Jerusalem” (Is. 31.9).    
        

Hammer

“Is not my Word . . . like a hammer that breaketh 
the rock in pieces?” (Jer. 23.29). The hammer in 
this sense is a symbol of the power of the Word 
of God; on the other hand, Babylon is mocked as 
having been a great hammer but was “cut asunder 
and broken! [and had become] a desolation among 
the nations” (Jer. 50.23).  

There are great hammers [“sledgehammers”] 
designed to break huge stones so that the pieces 

may be hewn [cut/chopped/chiseled] and fitted 
or framed together to construct buildings (1 Kg. 
5.17-18). This is the image of Christ as the “chief 
cornerstone” of the church of God [the temple of 
God], and the members as “lively stones” cut/hewn 
and “fitly framed together” to build God’s house 
(1 Pet. 2.4-9; 2.21-22; note also 1 Kg. 5.17-18; 6.7; 
Heb. 3.6). This is the “great house” that the apostle 
Paul envisioned (2 Tim. 2.20-21).  

But there is also the refining hammer that is 
designed to “smooth” out what the goldsmith and 
blacksmith crafts on the anvil (Is. 41.7; 44.12); 
these are the more intricate carvings and refined 
works of artificers [smiths, skilled craftsmen, 
engravers, artisans] (1 Chron. 29.5; 2 Chron. 34.11). 
But hammers were used also to fasten wood and 
metal with nails [pegs] in the construction process 
(Jer. 10.3-4). Paul has this image in view when he 
says “we are His workmanship” (Eph. 2.10), and 
“we . . . are workers together with Him” in building 
and perfecting His house (1 Cor. 3.6-14; 2 Cor. 6.1; 
Eph. 4.11-16). It was thus that Moses hewed out the 
two tablets of stone for the Ten Commandments, but 
the words themselves on the tables were “written by 
the finger of God” (Ex. 34.1-4; 31.18; 32.16). Thus 
the Lord says in Hosea, “Therefore have I hewed 
them by the prophets; I have slain them by the words 
of my mouth: and thy judgments are as the light 
that goeth forth” (Hos. 6.5; note also Jer. 1.10; 5.14).

Sword

“And take the . . . sword of the Spirit, which is 
the Word of God” (Eph. 6.17). His Word is like a 
sword in that it pierces and penetrates deep into our 
being and discovers [discerns] our secret parts. The 
Word is thus like a surgeon’s knife that carefully 
and skillfully removes infections and afflicting 
obstructions in our bodies to bring healing and 
restoration. What the surgeon’s knife is to our body, 
the Word of God is to our soul, our inner being. 
Similarly, God’s Word is like an axe that hews out 
timbers and fits them together in constructing a 
building (1 Kg. 5.6, 17-18; 6.36; 7.10-12; et al. Thus 
what the hammer is to stone, the axe is to wood. 
The axe cuts and forms the timbers so they may be 
framed and fitted together to build the house of God. 
We see this illustrated also in the case of Elisha and 



11

his school of prophets (2 Kg. 4.38). As they grew 
in numbers, they constructed a larger building in 
which to dwell together more comfortably and 
suitably to their purpose. They felled timbers with 
axes [iron axe heads with wooden handles] along 
the banks of the Jordan River (2 Kg. 6.1-7). It was 
in this instance that Elisha performed the miracle of 
the axe head (vv. 5-7).

Soap

“. . . and the Lord . . . shall suddenly come to 
his temple . . . But who may abide the day of his 
coming? . . . for he is like fuller’s soap . . . and 
he shall purify the sons of Levi . . .” (Mal. 3.1-3).
Other than Jer. 2.22 this is the only place in Scripture 
that “soap” is mentioned. Though the ancient 
Hebrews were not acquainted with bar soap, yet 
the Hebrew word [kabas] is translated “soap” in 
most versions of the Bible because the substance 
of it is derived like modern soap from the action 
of an alkali. The ancients got the effect needed by 
burning wood to ash, whereas modernists get the 
same effect via caustic soda or potash on a fatty 
acid or oil. The ancients also used hyssop and nitre 
[lye] in their ceremonial and cleansing solutions 
(Lev. 14.4-6; Ps. 51.7; Num. 19.18-19; Prov. 25.20; 
Jer. 2.22). Their aim was therefore the same as the 
modernists: to produce a solution that was powerful 
enough to wash out dirt and stains and remove 
spots and discoloration from cloth—to cleanse and 
whiten cotton fabrics and linens. 

The ancients put their clothes in a liquid solution 
and treaded them out by foot, that is, bleached them 
out. They also beat out spots and stains from clothes 
with sticks. Interestingly, all the biblical references 
to fullers [launderers] and their cleansing solutions 
are metaphorical: they look to Christ as the true 
fuller from sin, who through His cleansing Word 
washes, sanctifies and perfects His people (Ps. 51.2, 
7; 119.9-11, 16, 57-72; Jer. 2.22; 4.14; Mal. 3.2-3; 
Jn. 17.17; Eph. 5.26-27; Rev. 19.7-8).  
  
The metaphors and illustrations just cited, and 
many others in the Scriptures, show plainly that one 
is not perfected when he is first born again. Rather 
a believer is first forgiven, justified, and quickened 
by the Spirit, and, accordingly, is a new creature 

in Christ (Jn. 3.3-8; 2 Cor. 5.17). As such, he is a 
candidate for sanctification, that is, only born-again 
believers may be sanctified, not sinners. One must 
first be regenerated, then he becomes eligible for 
the sanctifying baptism (Rom. 6.1-7; 1 Thess. 2.13; 
3.13; 5.23; 2 Thess. 2.13).    

Sanctification

It is important to understand that in the initial 
experience of salvation, the principle of original 
sin, the “old man,” the “Adamic nature,” yet exists 
in the believer and is removed [“crucified”] only 
through a second definite work of grace called 
sanctification (Rom. 6.1-7; Gal. 2.20; 5.24; 6.14; 
1 Thess. 5.23; Heb. 10.14; 13.9-13; 1 Pet. 1.2). 
Further, even when one is sanctified wholly, there 
remains a great deal of trimming and grooming 
needed to perfect the believer still more perfectly in 
the image of Christ (Rom. 8.29-30; 2 Cor. 3.18; 4.6-
11; 13.12-14; Col. 3.5-10; 1 Pet. 2.11). There are yet 
things, even in the lives of saints, that must be “put 
on” and “put off” (Col. 3.8-17); things to be added 
and things to be discarded; things to learn regarding 
what pleases the Lord and what displeases Him. 
The apostle Peter thus says, “ . . . add to your faith 
virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge 
temperance; and to temperance patience; and to 
patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly 
kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity”
(2 Pet. 1.1-11).

Growing in Grace

This is the power and purpose of the Word. It 
discerns the intents of the heart and discovers our 
secret thoughts and exposes them to our conscience 
(2 Cor. 3.18; Heb. 4.12; Jas. 1.23). The anointed 
preaching and teaching of the Word instructs, 
counsels, corrects, reproves, rebukes, and perfects 
within us the image of Christ (1 Tim. 3.14-16; 
Col. 3.16). This perfecting process is referred to 
as “growing in grace” (Eph. 4.11-15; 1 Pet. 2.2; 
2 Pet. 3.18); it is a purging experience of maturation 
through which we are made by the grace of God to 
conform evermore perfectly to the image of Christ  
(Rom. 8.28-29; 2 Cor. 3.14-18; 4.4-6; Col. 3.10). 

Cont’d on page 16
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Let me start by giving a little background to my 
opening scripture. Jesus was in Galilee where He 
had been ministering at an exhausting pace. Luke 
says, “And it came to pass afterward, that he went 
throughout every city and village, preaching and 
shewing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God: 
and the twelve were with him” (8.1). Finally, Jesus 
and the twelve apostles boarded a small ship to cross 
the Sea of Galilee from the western side to the less 
populated eastern side. The Lord, being exhausted, 
went to the back of the ship, laid down and fell 
asleep. Shortly afterwards a terrible storm arose. 
It was so severe, these experienced commercial 
fishermen thought they were in jeopardy of death. 
Frightened, they awakened Jesus crying, “Jesus, 
we are dying!” Actually, they were never in danger 
of dying, for Jesus was in the ship, and they were 
destined to reach the other side. Jesus stood on 
the ship and rebuked the storm saying, “Peace be 
still!” Immediately the winds and sea obeyed, and 
there was a great calm. The Lord then looked at the 
twelve and said, “Where is your faith?”  
 I want to talk to you tonight about those 
words, “Where is your faith?” There are many 
names used to describe the followers of Christ. 
They are interchangeably called “Christians,” 
“disciples of Christ,” “children of God,” among 
others. One of the names frequently ascribed to the 
followers of Christ is “believers.”  We use this name 
because it describes the way a follower of Christ 
lives his/her life.  True Christians believe certain 
things and therefore live a certain way.  We “live 

by faith” (Rom. 1.17), and we “walk by faith and 
not by sight” (2 Cor. 5.7). The followers of Christ 
are people of faith. They don’t simply say they 
believe, but actually believe certain things to be 
true. We believe in the existence of one God, the 
Creator of all things! We believe Jesus of Nazareth 
was and is the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  
We believe in the promise of eternal life in Heaven.  
We believe in Hell as an eternal place of torment for 
impenitent people. We believe in God’s justice while 
at the same time believe in His love and mercy. We 
believe God sent His Son to die for the sins of man 
because we were condemned criminals. As is said 
of men awaiting execution today, we were “dead 
men walking.”  However, God sent His Son to die 
for us.  
 Because we truly believe God has saved us 
from HELL and given us ETERNAL LIFE, we 
believe we owe God everything.  Paul expressed 
this in 2 Cor 5.14-15: “For the love of Christ 
constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one 
died for all, then were all dead: And that he died 
for all, that they which live should not henceforth 
live unto themselves, but unto him which died for 
them, and rose again.” This is the way all true 
believers feel. We have concluded we were dead, but 
He saved us and gave us life. Because we believe, 
we choose to live no longer unto ourselves but unto 
Him. We are compelled by the love of Christ. In 
consideration of the mercies of God, we present our 
bodies a living sacrifice unto Christ because it is our 
reasonable service.

 “Where is Your Faith?”
Note: This message was preached by Bishop Bruce Sullivan, 
superintendent of the School of Ministry Institute, in the 17th Annual 
General Assembly on September 3, 2020. 

“Now it happened, on a certain day, that He got into a boat with His disciples. And He said to them, 
‘Let us cross over to the other side of the lake.’  And they launched out. But as they sailed He fell 
asleep. And a windstorm came down on the lake, and they were filling with water, and were in 
jeopardy. And they came to Him and awoke Him, saying, ‘Master, Master, we are perishing!’ Then He 
arose and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water. And they ceased, and there was a calm. But 
He said to them, ‘Where is your faith?’ And they were afraid, and marveled, saying to one another, 
‘Who can this be? For He commands even the winds and water, and they obey Him!’” —Lu. 8.22-25
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 The BELIEVER really BELIEVES. He 
really believes in Heaven. His faith affects every 
area of his life. If you believe in an eternal Heaven 
to come, you logically set your affections now on 
things above. You develop a “single eye” (Mt. 
6.22). In other words, you are focused on a SINGLE 
objective. The true believer says with Paul, “This 
ONE THING I DO” (Phil. 3.13)! In other words, “If 
I don’t do anything else, I’m going to Heaven!” 
The true believer “seeks first the Kingdom of God” 
(Mt. 6.33)! This is the number ONE priority of those 
who believe in Heaven. We MUST go to Heaven!  
 Those who really believe in the promise 
of eternal life are willing to joyfully give up 
everything in the world to possess this glorious gift. 
In Luke 18, the Scripture tells us of a “rich ruler” 
who came to Jesus and asked, “What must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” After a short conversation, 
Jesus challenged him to sell everything, take the 
money and distribute it among the poor, and follow 
him. He promised if he would do this he would 
have “treasure in heaven” (Lk. 6.22). Jesus was 
not challenging the man’s love for money; it was 
more of a challenge of the man’s faith. For if he 
really believed he was just trading temporary riches 
for eternal riches in Heaven, he would have gladly 
sold everything and given the money to the poor. 
If you really believe, you sell out to that faith and 
focus on laying up treasures in Heaven (Mt. 6.20).
 In Zion Assembly, we believe in modesty 
in our dress and in all our spending. People think 
it strange that we teach against adorning ourselves 
with “gold, pearls, costly array,” etc., but how 
could faith not affect the way we spend our money 
and make us modest in our spending?
 “True Believers” really believe in Hell. 
They believe it is a place of fiery torment into 
which the impenitent and unbeliever is cast for 
ETERNITY. If you really believe in Hell, you will 
do whatever is necessary to avoid going there, and 
you will dedicate your life to saving others from 
such an awful fate. After all, what could be too great 
a cost than to save someone from such a place?  
Christian history is filled with accounts of men and 
women who hazarded their lives to share Christ. 
They did so because they were BELIEVERS.  
 If you believe, really believe, in the existence 
of Hell, you will come to the logical conclusion, 

“For what shall it profit [me] if [I] gain the whole 
world and lose [my soul]?” (Mk. 8.36).  Therefore, 
you are willing to cut off your hand or foot, pluck 
out your eye, or do whatever is necessary to avoid 
going there. This faith keeps believers pressing 
forward. It won’t allow them to turn back.  How 
can they turn back if they believe there is a 
Heaven or Hell at the end of the way? 
 In John 6 we read about many followers 
of Christ turning away from Him because they 
misinterpreted His teachings. Jesus then turned 
to the apostles and asked them, “Will ye also go 
away? Then Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to 
whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal 
life’” (Jn. 6.67-68).
 How can a “true believer” turn away when 
trouble comes? I may not like what is happening, 
and I may not understand why God is allowing it 
to happen, but how can I stop following Christ if I 
truly believe Hell is the only alternative?  
 Do you believe in Hell?  If you really believe 
in Hell, how can you turn from God? Over the last 
nine years, I have witnessed friends backslide. I’m 
not talking about a momentary indiscretion. I’m 
talking about a willful decision to turn away from 
following Christ. Every time I hear about such things, 
it breaks my heart. I want to ask them, “WHERE IS 
YOUR FAITH?” How can you believe in Heaven 
or Hell and walk away? I knew of one lady who 
served God for many years. She left her husband 
and children to be with another man. I told my wife, 
“She must have had a complete lapse of faith. How 
could she walk away if she believed?” Anyone who 
turns from God, when they know about Heaven and 
Hell, has either had a complete lapse of faith or a 
complete mental breakdown. It is insane to believe 
in an eternal Heaven and an eternal Hell and to 
give up Heaven and accept an eternity in Hell. The 
backslider either has stopped believing or has made 
an insane decision.   
 I’ve seen people surrender their relationship 
with God for some person. They say, “I just can’t 
give up this person or this relationship.” You must 
not be a true believer because if you truly believed 
in Hell, you wouldn’t hesitate to give up anything or 
anyone! No one and nothing is worth going to Hell 
over. One minute into your time in Hell and you will 
know you made the biggest mistake of your life. But 
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it will be too late to alter the eternal consequences. 
 People say, “I can’t live by myself.” You 
must not be a believer, because as a believer I can 
tell you I would pluck out my eyes, cut off my 
hands and feet before going there.  If you are one 
of my friends who has walked away, I’m asking 
you today, WHERE IS YOUR FAITH?  Wake up!  
Remember from where you are fallen (Rev. 2.5) and 
come home to Christ and the church! The Father 
stands at the door ready to welcome you home. He 
is a God “ready to pardon” (Neh. 9.17) and quick 
to turn from judgment to mercy (Joel 2.13).   
 I am a believer in the church.  I have been 
converted to the church.  I preached last year, “I 
have a Biblical Revelation of the church.” I see 
the church in the Word of 
God. I see Old Testament 
Israel as the “church in 
the wilderness” (Acts 
7.38), and I see the New 
Testament church as the 
“Israel of God” (Gal. 6.16). 
I believe Jesus gave ONE 
Gospel and ONE doctrine. 
I believe He created ONE 
church, a HOLY NATION, 
with government and 
authority to proclaim and 
protect that ONE Gospel 
and ONE doctrine.  I 
see its purpose in being “the pillar and ground 
of the truth” (1 Tim. 3.15), and the “light of 
the world, a city set upon a hill” (Mt. 5.14).
 You may believe in denominations, but I do 
not, for I believe 40,000 different denominations 
and independent congregations preaching various 
Gospels and teaching conflicting doctrines is not 
of God and can’t possibly deliver a clear message 
to the world. I don’t believe in denominationalism.  
Google defines a denomination as “A recognized 
branch of the Christian faith.” This is how the 
world sees denominational Christianity. The world 
sees all denominations as equally valid “branches” 
of the same “Christian Tree.” By accepting 
denominationalism, you are seen by the world as 
accepting the validity of every branch, no matter 
how perverse its doctrine.” No matter what you 
believe and teach, you are a branch, and they are 

a branch, and all are equally valid. Jesus did not 
tell Peter and Andrew to go start denominations. He 
called them to work together and preach one truth, 
corporately. Biblically, the divisions fostered by 
“denominationalism” is not inspired by God, but is 
the product of carnality (1 Cor. 3.3).    
 Neither do I believe in independent 
churches. I call the independent church 
movement, “microdenominationalism.” They are 
denominations so small they consist of a single 
church. They are not large enough to be called 
“branches” of the Christian tree.  Instead, they are 
“twigs” on the Christian tree. Jesus didn’t tell John 
to go start “John the Apostle Ministries” or Peter to 
start “The Rock Ministries.” They were called to be 

members of ONE body 
and to minister together 
as members of the same 
body. I believe in ONE 
church, the unity of all 
the children of God in 
one visible body, as 
one holy Temple “fitly 
framed together” (Eph. 
2.21) teaching one truth, 
preaching one Gospel, 
and held accountable by 
one government and one 
standard. I understand 
the biblical purpose of 

the church to be a “Holy Nation” operating as a 
theocracy to proclaim, protect, and embody the 
truth.
 The church consists of members of the 
same spiritual family, but it’s more than that; it is 
a NATION with a SINGLE CONSTITUTION. 
The church was formed as a nation and given 
authority so it can cohesively proclaim the Gospel 
and teachings of Christ. The true church holds to 
the truth and is not tolerant of false gospels or false 
believers because God is not tolerant of these things. 
We bind on earth what has been bound in Heaven, 
and we loose on earth what has been loosed in 
Heaven (Mt. 16.19). In other words, we stand for 
what God stands for and reject what God rejects.
 The world does not need another 
denomination or another independent church. The 
world needs God’s restored Holy Nation. The world 

Cont’d on p. 16

“The world does not need 
another denomination or another 
independent church. The world 
needs God’s restored Holy Nation. 
The world needs to hear a unified 
voice proclaiming the ONE Gospel 
and denouncing all others. The 
world needs a ‘holy nation’ which 
embodies the truth.”
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Name: __________________________________________________________  
Address: ________________________________________________________ 
City: ___________________________   State: ________  Zip: _____________
Phone: _____________________ Church you attend: ____________________
Email: __________________________________________________________

February 26-28, 2021
Black Fox Lodge

  3171 Parkway, Pigeon Forge, TN

(List roommates)

1.______________________________

2.______________________________

3.______________________________

4.______________________________

Cost per person:     4 to a room = $120.00 / 2 to a room = $165.00 
          3 to a room = $135.00  /  1 to a room = $270.00  

Staying off Site:        
$65.00

Price includes: 2 nights lodging, breakfast for Saturday and Sunday morning, 
     Friday night snacks after service, and a catered meal on Saturday.

Please select one of the following:

_____ $120.00 ($95.00 Deposit)    

____ $135.00 ($100.00 Deposit)

____ $165.00 ($110.00 Deposit)

____ $270.00 ($125.00 Deposit)

____ $65.00 - Off-Site ($35.00 Deposit)

(Registration begins Friday @ 3:00 pm)

1._______You

NIV
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“Behold, all things become New!”

See, when you unite with the church [by a sacred 
covenant] and pledge yourself to submit to her 
counsel and wisdom, a whole new world is opened 
up to you (Ex. 19.5-8; Is. 60.5; Mt. 18.17-18; Acts 
2.42; 1 Thess. 2.14; Heb. 13.7, 17; 1 Pet. 2.9, 13). 
A new way of living is mapped out by the Lord 
for the members according to His Word. It is a 
way that is ruled and regulated by God’s Word—
His teachings, statutes, precepts, ordinances, and 
commandments. The Lord himself has designed the 
government and discipline of His special people 
and ordered all according to His wisdom and good 
pleasure, for He will have His own work done in 
His own way.

This is the lesson we learn from Deut. 12.1-32. 
When one joins the church, he no longer lives 
and acts independently: “Ye shall not do after all 
the things that we do here this day, every man 
whatsoever is right in his own eyes” (v. 8). Nor 
does the church collectively do like other nations 
and tribes of people in the world, for God’s church 
is “called out” and “called together [assembled]”
to be a peculiar people unto the Lord! (Ex. 19.5-
8; Deut. 7.6; 14.2; 26.19; Ps. 50.5; 1 Pet. 2.9). 
Through the administration of the sacred church 
covenant, one becomes a member of His ekklesia, 
His “holy nation,” His “royal priesthood.” You are, 
accordingly, one of the chosen “jewels,” “a crown 
of glory,” “a royal diadem” in the hand of the Lord 
(Is. 62.3; Mal. 3.17).

The Lord regulates what we [the members of the 
church] eat and do not eat; He regulates our dress 
and outward attire; our worship; our money [tithes 
and off erings]; our government, ministry, and 
divine order; our recreation, leisure; discipline; our 
relationship with outsiders and believers in other 
groups; etc. In a word, He rules and regulates all 
things pertaining to righteousness and holiness in 
His church. So, therefore, as His church, we should 
be careful to observe all things whatsoever the Lord 
commands us (Deut. 12.29-32; Mt. 4.4; 28.19-20; 
Acts 20.27; Rev. 22.18-19) and take pains not to 
add to what He has ordered and regulated, nor to 
diminish what He has commanded (Deut. 12.32).

needs to hear a unifi ed voice proclaiming the ONE 
Gospel and denouncing all others. The world needs 
a “holy nation” which embodies the truth. This is 
our “Biblical Revelation,” and we are calling all 
people of God to come from four corners of the 
earth, out of every nation, kindred, and tongue and 
join us. We are calling all children of God out of 
denominationalism and independence to stand 
together for ONE Gospel and ONE doctrine.  
 Over the last nine years, I have watched 
with a broken heart as people I love have walked 
away from the church. I marvel they are so easily 
removed from their professed faith in the church. 
My question to those who leave is, “Where is 
your faith?” Whenever I hear someone has left 
the church, I always want to ask, “Where are you 
going to go?” Are you going back to the confusion 
of denominationalism? Are you going back to the 
confusion of the independent movement? People 
say, “I’ve got new light.” However, when I hear 
them talk about this new light, I realize they do 
not have new light at all. They have the same old 
darkness from which we fl ed years ago. When you 
go back, you become a part of the problem again 
instead of the solution. You become a part of the 
confusion. By denying the church and returning 
to denominationalism, you give validity to the 
“Christian tree” the world has concocted in its mind. 
You legitimize every corrupt denomination, for you 
acknowledge you are a branch, and you accept that 
they are too.   
 It amazes me why people leave the church. 
They get upset with someone or don’t like certain 
administrative decisions. I always think, “So you 
left THE CHURCH? You forsook your Biblical 
Revelation for that?” Wake up! Look around at 
where you are now! The confusion is not where you
want to be. Come home! We are longing for your 
return!
 In the School of Ministry Institute, we are 
committed to helping people obtain and maintain a 
Biblical Revelation. We are committed to helping 
people become rooted and grounded in the FAITH.  
Become established in your faith in Christ and the 
church and hold your confi dence steadfast to the 
end! (Heb. 3.14)  

Section IV, cont’d from p. 11 “Where is Your Faith,” cont’d from p. 14
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Editorials, cont’d from p. 2

“And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no 
more that they can do. But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which after he 
hath killed hath power to cast [both soul and body] into hell . . .” (Lu. 12.4-5; Mt. 10.28).  

Oh, that we could catch a vision of the multiplied millions perishing without Christ—dying without the 
hope of heaven and eternal life! We should desire to learn from the Lord how to be soul winners—to obtain 
wisdom to lead sinners to true repentance, spiritual transformation, and wholeness in Christ (Prov. 11.30; 
Dan. 12.3; Rom. 11.14; 15.1-3; 1 Cor. 4.15; 9.19-22; Phil. 1.7-8, 10; Jas. 5.20; et al).

Restoring the Mourners’ Bench
“Godly Sorrow” and True Repentance

We are commissioned to proclaim the transforming power of the new birth—that one “must be born again”
(Jn. 3.3-8; 1 Pet. 1.22-23) and become through faith and the Word of God a “new creature” in Christ to 
qualify for admittance into His heavenly kingdom (Rom. 10.9-10, 17; 2 Cor. 5.17; Col. 1.13; Heb. 11.1-6; 
2 Pet. 1.11). There is no alternative to “godly sorrow” and true repentance if one expects to be redeemed 
and fi nally saved (2 Cor. 7.9-11), and there is no alternative if we expect our churches to multiply in number 
and grow in grace (Acts 16.5; 1 Cor. 3.6-7; Eph. 4.16; Col. 2.19). We must preach Christ and restore the 
“mourners’ bench”!

“Death Reigns”

The vast multitudes must be told that “death reigns” in the lives of those who do not accept Christ as their 
Savior and Lord, and that the “wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6.23; see also Gen. 2.17; Jas. 1.15)—a death that 
signifi es eternal torment and everlasting separation from God in “the lake of fi re” (Rev. 20.11-15). Jesus is 
the only One who can break the chains of sin and deliver men from the power of this death (Rom. 5.12-14; 
1 Cor. 15.21-26). He was raised from the dead and now has power to raise others from the dead (Jn. 5:21; 
6.39-40, 44; 11.25-26; 1 Cor. 15.20). He alone has “the keys of hell and of death” (Rev. 1.18; see also Ps. 
68.19-20; Rev. 20.1). 

   “Death Swallowed up in Victory”

“Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and 
this mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and 
this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, 
Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The 
sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15.51-57).

More Mission Money Received

We are glad to report that two more churches sent in a total of $900 to help swell the October Mission Drive 
Off ering: namely, Ware Shoals, SC ($600) and Salton City, CA ($300.00). Praise the Lord! This swelled 
the total mission off ering to $78,005.00. Considering having to work around the diffi  culties of Covid-19 
restrictions, this was an especially OUTSTANDING off ering. I want to take this opportunity to again 
commend all our faithful ministers and workers for a job well done. 
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“Lena Ray King Members”
Brother and Sister Carter stopped by the International Offices recently to say hello and visit for a 
while. When Bishop Phillips realized that four of the five new “Lena Ray King members” were 
there at the same time [Bishop Carter, Wanda Busbee, Renetta Kelton, Bishop Phillips], he seized 
the opportunity to do a photo-op and boost this new support ministry in the church. The fifth “Lena 
Ray King member” is Robert Ramirez, a member of the Rialto church in southern California.
   
This new “help” ministry in the church [note 1 Cor. 12.28] was explained and boosted in the 
November issue of the paper, p. 23.  It was instituted to honor the life and work of Lena Ray King, 
a faithful member of the church in Cleveland who passed on to her reward just a few days before 
the opening of the 17th Annual General Assembly. Sister King had for years faithfully subscribed ten 
people each year to the Voice of Zion. She is therefore being memorialized for the good work that 
she did. 

Upon learning of Sister King’s good work, Bishop Carter spoke up during the SYNC banquet at 
the last Assembly and said he felt impressed to continue the legacy of her noble work, and pledged 
himself to subscribe ten new members for 2021. This sentiment was already felt by others nearby—
namely, Wanda Busbee and Brother Phillips who pledged likewise to subscribe ten new members to  
the Voice of Zion in 2021. Brother Ramirez has for several years been doing the same thing on the 
west coast. He has paid for ten or more subscriptions for several years, so he automatically became 
a Lena Ray King member. 
        
We want to encourage others to follow in the footsteps of Brother Carter, Sister Wanda, Sister 
Renetta, Brother Phillips, and Brother Ramirez and become “Lena Ray King Members.” The 
Voice of Zion has excited the interest of many people around the world and has stirred many to give 
their hearts to the Lord. It has also led many of the “other sheep” to the church and given them a 
surer foundation for the faith and eternal hopes. 

The qualification to become a “Lena Ray King Member” is for one to subscribe to the church’s 
Voice of Zion magazine and to subscribe at least nine other persons. The King member can either 
encourage the new subscribers to pay for the 
subscription themselves or else pay it for them. If 
the King member pays for all ten subscriptions, 
the cost is $250.

May the Lord bless this new work and all 
those who become instrumental in spreading 
the Good News through the Voice of Zion. 
Subscriptions are based on the calendar year, 
January 1–December 31.  
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Voice of Zion Subscrip� on Form
Year ______
             Jan - Dec

Name _______________________________________

Address _____________________________________

City ______________________ St. _____ Zip _______

Phone Number _____________________

Email _____________________________

Check#___________

or pay on website

1.  Go to zionassemblychurchofgod.com       4.  Select quantity & add to cart.
2.  Scroll down to “Voice of Zion Monthly Magazine”   5.  View cart & proceed to checkout
3.  Click on “Subscribe Today”               6.  Complete informa� on as required
              and proceed to PayPal

Note: If subscribing others, enter complete mailing addresses in the Order Notes sec� on.

Individual $25
SYNC $75 (minimum of three subscrip� ons)
    Subscribe Your Neighbor Club
King Club $250 (minimum of ten subscrip� ons)
    In honor of Lena Ray King

Enclose addi� onal addresses on separate sheet of paper.
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Check#___________
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1.  Go to zionassemblychurchofgod.com 

      4.  Select quantity & add to 

cart.

2.  Scroll down to “Voice of Zion Monthly Magazine”   5.  View cart & proceed to checkout

3.  Click on    Subscribe Today 

 

 

            6.  Complete informa� on as required

 
 

 

 

Individual $25SYNC $75 (minimum of three subscrip� ons)

    Subscribe Your Neighbor Club
King’s Club $250 (minimum of ten subscrip� ons)

    In honor of Lena Ray King

Enclose addi� onal addresses on separate sheet of paper.

VOZ Subscription

Time to Renew
Name: __________________________________________________________  

Address: ________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________   State: ________  Zip: _____________

Phone: _____________________ Church you attend: ____________________

Email: __________________________________________________________

February 26-28, 2021

Black Fox Lodge

  3171 Parkway, Pigeon Forge, TN

(List roommates)

1.______________________________

2.______________________________

3.______________________________

4.______________________________

Cost per person:     4 to a room = $120.00 / 2 to a room = $165.00 

          3 to a room = $135.00  /  1 to a room = $270.00  
Staying off Site:        

$65.00

Price includes: 2 nights lodging, breakfast for Saturday and Sunday morning, 

     Friday night snacks after service, and a catered meal on Saturday.

Please select one of the following:

_____ $120.00 ($95.00 Deposit)    

____ $135.00 ($100.00 Deposit)

____ $165.00 ($110.00 Deposit)

____ $270.00 ($125.00 Deposit)

____ $65.00 - Off-Site ($35.00 Deposit)

(Registration begins Friday @ 3:00 pm)

1._______You
Apply Now

Enclosed Forms

Ladies Retreat


